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No.  42.  Letter  of  Superintendent  Doty  relative  to  danger  from  Indians 

2\^o.  4ti.  Di'SjYdivh  from  Benjamin  Holliday  to  the  Postmaster  General  relative 

to  dano-cr  to  the  nuiil  in  crossing  the  plains 

-^o.  4-1.  letter  oflivveiond  F,  J.  De  Smet  relative  to  tlio  same  suV^fctV 
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No.  45.  Notice  to  persons  contemplating  crossing  the  plains  of  danger  from 
the  Indiam) , 


NEVADA  SUPERINTENDENCY. 


^o.  46.  Report  of  James  W.  Nye,  governor  and  ex  officio  superintendent 

^o.  47.  Beport  of  same  relative  to  difficulties  with  the  Indians  of  Owen^s  river. 


No.  46. 
N 


COLORADO  8UPERINTENDENCY. 


No.  48.  Report  of  John  Evans,  governor  and  ex  officio  superintendent 

No.  49.  Report  of  H.  M.  Vaile  on  his  expedition  from  Denver,  Colorado,  to 
Great  Salt  Lake  City,  and  back 


NEW  MEXICO  SUPERINTENDENCY. 


No.  50.  Report  of  James  L.  Collins,  superintendent 

No.  51.  Report  of  W.  F.  M.  Amy,  agent 

No.  52.  Report  of  Jos6  A.  Mauzauaries,  agent 

No.  53.  Report  of  Lor€«nzo  Labadi,  agent 

No.  54.  Report  of  correspondence  relative  to  furnishing  Indians  in  New  Mex- 
ico with  provisions 


OREGON  SUPERINTENDENCY. 


No.  55.  Report  of  William  H.  Rector,  superintendent 

No.  56.  Report  of  William  H.  Bumhart,  agent  at  Umatilla  agency 

No.  57.  Report  of  B.  R.  Riddle,  agent  at  8iletz  agencv 

No.  58.  Report  of  James  B.  Condon,  agent  at  Grand  Ronde  agency  . . 

No.  59.  Report  of  William  Logan,  agent  at  Warm  Spring  reservation. 

No.  60.  Report  of  Linus  Brooks,  special  agent  at  Alseya  sub-agency... 


WASHINGTON  SUPERINTENDENCY. 


No.  61.  Report  of  B.  F.  Kendall,  late  superintendent 

CAUFORNIA  SUPERINTENDENCY. 

No.  62.  Report  of  George  N.  Hanson,  superintending  agent  for  northern  dis- 
trict  

No.  63.  Report  of  same  relative  to  loss  of  Klamath  reservation 

No.  64.  ReiK>rt  of  same  of  March  31,  1862 

No.  6r>.  Report  of  same  relative  to  his  visit  to  different  reservations 

No.  66.  Report  of  same  relative  to  reducing  the  number  of  Indian  reserva- 


No.  67.  Report  of  John  P.   H.  Wentworth,   superintending  agent  for  the 
southern  district 


GREEN  BAY  AGENCY. 

No.  68.  Report  of  Moses  M.  Davis,  agent 

MACKINAC  AGENCY. 

No.  69.  Report  of  D.  C.  Leach,  agent 

NEW  YORK  AGENCY. 

No.  70.  Report  of  D.  E.  Sill,  agent 

MISCELX.ANEOUS. 

No.  71.  Memorial  of  8.  C  Pomeroy  for  the  removal  of  Indians  from  Kansas. 
No.  72.  Report  of  the  Commi.ssioner  to  the  Secretury  of  the  Interior  relative 
*     to  the  wvinorial  of  the  bouorahle  S.  C.  Pomeroy 
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No.  73.  Letter  of  the  Commissioner  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  relative 
to  raising  a  brigade  of  loyal  Indians  in  Kansas 

No.  74.  Statement  showing  the  schools,  population,  and  wealth  of  the  differ- 
ent Indian  tribes  which  are  in  direct  connexion  with  the  government  of  the 
United  States 


INDIAN  TRUST  FUND. 


No.  75.  Report  of  Elisha  Goddard  on  trust  fund. 
No.  76.  Statement  of  Indian  trust  fund  No.  1.... 
No.  77.  Statement  of  Indian  trust  fund  No.  2..-- 
No.  78.  Statement  of  Indian  trust  fund  No.  3 


A  1. — Letter  of  P.  Chouteau,  jr.,  &  Co.,  to  Commissioner,  relative  to  troubles 
in  the  northwest , 

A  2. — Message  of  chiefs  of  Uncpapa  band  of  Sioux  to  their  agent,  accompa- 
nying the  above 

A  3. — Letter  of  Charles  Primeau  to  P.  Chouteau,  jr.,  &  Co.,  also  accompany- 
ing the  above 

B.— Letter  of  Sergeant  W.  G.  Stewart  to  Governor  Ramsey  relative  to  cap- 
tives in  the  hands  of  the  Sioux 

C. — ^Letter  of  Agent  W.  A.  Burleigh  to  Commissioner  on  same  subject 

D. — Letter  of  James  McFetridge  to  Hon.  H.  M.  Rice  relating  to  the  Sioux. 
Indorsed  by  Mr.  Rice 

E  1, — Letter  of  P.  Chouteau,  jr.,  &  Co.,  to  Commissioner,  on  same  subject.. 

E  2. — Letter  of  Charles  Primeau  to  P.  Chouteau,  jr.,  &  Co.,  accompanying 
the  above ". 

F. — Report  of  W.  A.  Burleigh,  agent  for  the  Yancton  Sioux 

G  L — Report  of  C.  H.  Hale,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  Washington 
Territoi^ 

G2.— Report  of  S.  D.  Howe,  agent 

G  3. — Report  of  E.  C.  Chirouse,  teacher 

G  4. — Report  of  H.  A.  Webster,  agent 

G  5. — Report  of  J.  G.  Swan,  teacher 

G  6. — Report  of  G.  A.  Paige,  agent 

G  7. — Report  of  W.  L.  Hays,  farmer 

G  8. — Report  of  A.  A.  Bancroft,  agent 

G  9.— Report  of  J.  H.  Wilbur,  teacher 

G  10. — Report  of  C.  Hutchins,  agent 

G  I  \. — Articles  of  agreement  with  Nez  Percys 

G  12. — Letter  of  Hon.  Gilmer  Hays  to  Superientendent  Hale 


Indians.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  relative  to  the  payment  of 
annuities  to  the  Miami  tribe  of .* 

Indians  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
transmitting  reports  of  amounts  due  to  the  Chipj)ewa,  Ottawa,  and  other 
tribes  of 

Indians.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  asking  an  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  the  Utah  and  other 

Indians  in  Kansas.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  asking  an  ap- 
propriation for  certain  Ottawa 

Indian  affairs  for  the  southern  supcrintendency.  Letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  relative  to  the  accounts  of  the  superintendent  of 

Indian  reservations  in  California.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
transmitting  a  bill  for  the  sale  of 

Indian  reservations  in  California,  &c.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior relative  to  the  survey  and  sale  of  certain 

Indian  service  in  the  northern  district  of  California.  Letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  submitting  additional  estimates  for  the 

Indians  of  Dakota  Territory.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  re- 
commending an  appropriation  for  the  loss  of  goods  in  transitu  for  the  Yanc- 
ton Sioux 

Indians.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting  information 

relHt'ive  to  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee 

Indian  tribes  in  the  northwest.     Letter  from  the  President  of  the  United 

Stales  respecting  the  cause  of  the  recent  outbreaks  of  llie 
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Indian  a^nts  in  Nevada  and  Utah  Territories.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Interior,  recommending  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of  certain 

Indian  affairs  of  the  southern  superintendencj.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Interior,  transmitting^  the  accounts  of  the  8Ui>erintendent  of 

Intiuitry  for  the  year  ending  June  3U,  1864.     Estimates  for  appropriations' 

for  the  support  of  nineteen  regiments  of 

Iowa.     Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  for  the  district  of  Wisconsin 

and 


Insane.  Annual  report  of  the  hoard  of  visitors  and  superintendent  of  con- 
struction of  the  government  hospital  for  the 

Interior.     Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior  relative  to  the  payment  of  the  annuities  of  the  Miami  tribe  of  Indians. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  reports  of  the  amounts  due  to  the  Chippewa,  Ottawa, 
and  other  tribes  of  Indians  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  Letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  balances  on  the  books  of  the  Second 
Comptroller  to  the  credit  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  Letter  Irom 
the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  estimates  of  the  department  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  le*G4.     Letter  trom  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior  relative  to  the  mineral  resources  of  Nevada  Territory.  Letter  from 
the  Acting  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  reports  from  Agent  Seys  relative  to  the  care  of  liberated 
Africans.     Letter  Irom  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the  support  of  Utah  and  other  Indians. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  asking  an  appropriation  for  certain  Ottawa  Indians  in  Kansas.  Let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Intwior,  transmitting  estimates  for  the  Capitol  extension  and  new  dome.  Let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior  relating  to  the  necessity  for  appropriations  for  Dakota  Territory. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior  relative  to  establishing  a  Bureau  of  Statistics  in  connexion  with  the 
Department  of  the  Interior.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  ot  th^ 

Interior,  recommending  certain  unexpendc^d  balances  tor  Indian  service  to 
be  otherwise  applied.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  showing  the  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  names  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  Patent  Office  up  to  January  1,  1863.  Letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary' of  the 

Interior  relative  to  the  accounts  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for 
the  »iouthem  superintendency.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  prepared  bill  for  the  sale  of  the  Indian  reservations  in 
California.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  additional  estimates  for  the  Indian  service  in  the  northern 
district  of  California.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior  relative  to  the  survev  and  sale  of  certain  Indian  reservations  in  Cali- 
fornia, &c.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior  relative  to  the  mission  ot*  D.  J.  Browne  to  Europe,  as  agent  of  the 
agricultural  division  of  the  Patent  Office.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the. 

Interior,  recommending  an  increase  of  appropriations  for  the  survey  of  the 
public  lands  in  Kansas.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  recommending  an  appropriatitm  for  loss  of  goods  in  transitu  for  the 
Yancton  Sioux  Indians  of  Dakota  Territory.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the 


Interior,  transmitting  information  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  Stockbridge 
and  Munsee  Indians.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  recommending  an  appropriation  to  pay  Messrs.  Jones  and  Brown  for 
running  and  marking  boundary  lines  between  certain  Indian  tribes.  Let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior  respecting  the  outstanding  Tiabilities  of  the  agricultural  division  of 
the  Patent  Office.     Letter  from  Hie  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  list  of  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  De- 
pulDient  of  the  Interior,  and  the  amount  received  by  each.  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the 
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Interior,  recommending  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of  certain  Indian  agents  in 
Nevada  and  Utah  Territories.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  the  accounts  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  of 
the  southern  superintendency.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  statement  of  contingent  expenses  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1862.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior  relative  to  tlie  reduction  of  expenses  of  the  Department  of  the  Inte- 
rior.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  tlie 


J. 

Jones  and  Brown,  for  running  and  marking  boundary  lines  between  certain 
Indian  tribes.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  recommending  an 
appropriation  for  the  pay  of 

Jules  et  Marie.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation 
to  the  collision  between  the  United  States  war-steamer  San  Jacinto  and  the 
French  brig 


Kansas  and  Nebraska, 
trict  of , 


K. 

Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  for  the  dis- 


L. 

Land  Office.    Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General. 


Papers  accompanying  the  above, 

1.  Statement  of  surveying  operations  from  July  1,  1861,  to  September  30, 
li^2 

2.  Sales  and  other  disposals  of  lands  during  the  five  quarters  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1H62 

3.  Swamp  land  table,  exhibiting  the  quantity  of  lands  selected  under  the 
acts  of  1849  and  1850  to  September  30,  1862 

4.  Like  table,  exhibiting  the  quantity  of  laud  approved  under  same  acts  up 
to  same  date 

5.  Table  showing  the  quantity  of  land  patented  to  the  several  States  under 
the  swamp  land  act  of  Se])tember  28,  1850 

6.  Condition  of  bounty  land  business  under  acts  of  1847,  1850,  18.52,  and 
1855 

7  and  8.  Statements  of  sales  of  public  lands  during  the  first  and  last  halves 
of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1862 

9.  Estimates  of  appropriations  for  salaries  and  contingent  ex])en8es  of  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864 

10.  Estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  surveying  department 

11.  Like  estimate  for  surveying  public  lands 

12.  Estimate  to  supply  deficiency  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1863.. . 
14.  Reports  of  surveyors  general  and  accompanying  maps,  (A  to  J  inclu- 
sive)   

Land  Office  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.  Letter  from  the  Commissioner, 
transmitting  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  General 

Lands  in  Kansas.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  recommending 
an  increase  of  appropriations  for  the  survey  of  the  public 

Library  of  Congress.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  rela- 
tive to  publications  presented  by  the  British  Museum  to  the 

Light-house  Board,  transmitting  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  light-house 
establishment  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.  Letter  from  the  chair- 
man of  the 

Loan  created  in  1841,  &c.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative 
to  the  United  States 


M. 

Ma//9  heUreen  Wasbitifrton  city  and  New  York.     Letter  from  the  Postmaster 
General  relative  to  the  cost  of  transporting  the 
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Marine  corps,  for  the  rear  ending  Jane  30,  1864.  Estimates  for  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the , 

Mechanical  reiwrt  of  the  Patent  Office  for  the  year  J  862.  Letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents,  transmitting^  the 

Medicine  and  Surgery,  in  the  navy,  for  the  yeiir  ending  June  30,  1864.  Es- 
timates for  appropriations  for  the  sup[K>rt  of  the  Bureau  of 

Metropolitan  Police.     Report  of  the  Board  of 

Mexico.  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  al- 
leged interference  of  our  minister  in  favor  of  the  French  in 

Mexico.  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  informa- 
tion upon  the  present  condition  of 

Military  Academy,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.  Estimates  for  appro- 
priations for  the  subsistence  of  officers,  allowanc<>s,  and  pay  of  the 

Military  Academy,  for  the  year  ending  June  150,  1864.  Estimates  for  appro- 
priations  for  the  current  and  ordinary  expenses  of  the 

Military  Academy,  fi>r  the  year  ending  June  :J0,  1864.  Estimates  for  appro- 
priations required  by  the  en^ueer  department  for  the  support  of  the 

Military  Academy  at  West  Pomt.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  visitors  at  the 

Military  establishment  for  the  year  1862.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
tmnsmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 

Minnesota.     Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  for  the  district  of 

Missouri.     Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  gi>ueral  for  the  district  of 

Money  received  by  the  revenue  officers  of  New  York  under  the  5th  section  of 
the  act  of  May  20,  1862.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  rela- 
tive to 

Morris,  George  U.,  lieutenant  commanding,  for  valor  and  heroism  in  his 
defence  of  the  United  States  sloop-of-war  Cumberland.  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  recommending  a  vote  of  thanks  to 


N. 


10 

4 
2 

5 

6 

4 

4 

4 

4 

8 
2 
2 

6 

4 


Xaotical  Almanac,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.    Estimates  for  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the i     4 

Naval  Academy,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.     Estimates  for  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the >    4 

K&val  Academy.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  relating  to  appoint- 
ments in  the 4 

Kaval  Ol»servjitor>' ,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.    Estimates  for  appro- 
priatiomt  for  the  support  of  the 4 

Naval  officers  for  the  year  ending  Jime  30,  1863.     Letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  pay,  rations,  and  travel  ad-  1 
vanced  to 7 

Kavigaiion,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.    Estimates  for  appropriations  j 
for  the  support  of  the  Bureau  of 4 

Navigation  and  Uonmierce  of  the  United  States  with  foreign  countries  during 
the  year  ending  Si'pteraber  30,  J862 12 

Navy.     Annual  re^»ort  of  the  Secretary  of  the ., 3 


Papers  accompanying  the  above  report. 

Index  to  the  reports  of  officers 

Reports  of  officers , 

A. — List  of  deaths,  resignations,  and  dismissals  in  the  naval  service  since 

December  1,  1861 

B. — Report  of  the  board  of  officers  appointed  to  witness  the  examination  of 

the  midshipmen  at  the  Naval  Academy,  &c 

C. — Letter  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Naval  Academy  and  reports  of  the 

commandant  of  midshipmen  and  commanding  officer  of  the  practice- 
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D. — Scale  of  bids  for  enlarging  the  southwest  executive  building I 

No.  1.  Detailcl  estimates  tor  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  south- 

west  executive  building,  and  Naval  Academy i 

No.  2.  Report,  detailed  estimates,  &c.,  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks.' 

No.  3.  Det*tiled  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting i 

No.  4.  Detailed  intimates  of  the  Bm'eau  of  Navigation 
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No.  5.  Report,  detailed  estimates,  &c.,  of  the  Bureau  of  OrdnaDce 

Ko.  6.  Report,  detailed  estimates,  <&c.,  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
Repair 

No.  7.  Detailed  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering 

No.  8.  Report,  detailed  estimates,  &^c.,  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and 
Clothing 

No.  9.  Report,  detailed  estimates,  &c.,  of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery  

No.  10.  Report  of  the  commandant  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  paymas- 
ter and  quartermaster  of  the  marine  corps 

No.  11.  General  estimate  (civil)  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  bureaus,  and 
southwest  executive  building 

No.  12.  Summary  estimate  for  the  naval  service 

No.  13.  General  estimate — navy  proper 

No.  14.  General  estimate — marine  corps , 

No.  15.  General  estimate — special  objects  under  control  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment   

No.  16.  Comptroller's  statement  of  navy  appropiiations,  expenditures,  and 
balances 

No.  17.  Abstract  of  expenditures  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  **contin- 

fent  expenses"  of  the  navy,  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  accounts  at  the 
'ourth  Auditor's  office  during  the  liscal  year  ending  June  30,  186*2 

Navy,  transmitting  estimates  for  appix>priations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy 
Department  for  me  year  ending  June  30,  1864.  Letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the , 

Navy  relative  to  appointments  in  the  Naval  Academy.  Letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the 

Navy,  recommending  an  appropriation  for  navy  yard  at  League  island.  Let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  yard  at  League  island.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  recom- 
mending an  appropriation  for 

Navy,  with  reference  to  prize  matters.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  transmitting  a  statement  of  pay,  rations,  and  travel  advanced  to  naval 
officers  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1803.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the 

Nebraska.  Annual  report  of  the  suiTcyor  general  of  the  district  of  Kan.sas 
and 

Nevada  Territory  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.  Estimates  for  appro- 
priations for  the  sm)port  of  the  Indian  agency  in 

Nevada  Tenitory.  Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior  relative 
to  the  mineral  resources  of 

New  Granada.  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  relative  to  our 
minister  at 

Now  Mexico.    Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of. 

O. 

Ordnance  department  of  the  army  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.  Esti- 
mates of  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 

Ordnance?  service  of  the  army  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.  Estimates 
for  appropriations  required  for  the 

Ordnance,  of  the  navy,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.  Estimates  for  ap- 
propriations required  for  the  support  of  the  Bureau  of 

Ordnance  supplies.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  providing 
additional  means  for  the  storage  and  preservation  of 

Oregon.     Aimual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  for  the  district  of. 

Oregon  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.  Letter  from  the  superintendent 
ot  Indian  atlairs,  transmitting  estimates  of  the  expense  of  supporting  the 
Indian  agency  in.- - 

P. 

Paroles  granted  to  rebel  officers.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to. 
Passengers  arriving  in  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
J&d^.    Letter  from  tiie  /Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  annual  statement  of. 
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Pfttent  Office,  up  to  January  1,  1863.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior showing  the  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  the  names  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  the 

Plitent  Office.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  relative  to  the  mis- 
sion of  D.  J.  Browne  to  Europe,  as  agent  of  the  agricultural  division  of  the. 

Patent  Office.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  respecting  the  out- 
standing liabilities  of  the  agricultural  division  of  the 

Patents,  in  relation  to  the  expenditure  of  the  agricultural  fund.  Letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of 

Patents,  transmitting  the  Mechanical  Report  of  the  Patent  Office  for  the  year 
1862.     Letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 

Patents  on  agriculture  and  agricultural  statistics  for  the  year  1862.  Report 
of  the  Commissioner  of. ^ 

Paymaster  General  of  the  United  States.    Annual  report  of  the 

Paymaster  General,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Paymaster  Generars  department  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864. 
Letter  from  the  acting 

Penitentiary.    Annual  report  of  the  warden  of  the 

Pensions.    Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 


VoL 


PaperB  actampanfing  the  above, 

A« — ^Tabular  statement  showing  the  number  and  yearly  amount  of  original 
applications,  and  for  increase  of  army  pensions,  admitted  in  each  State 
and  Territory  during  the  fiscal  vear  ending  June  30,  1862 

B. — Tabular  statement  showing  the  amount  of  arrearages  of  army  pensions 
admitted  and  payable  at  the  date  of  issuing  the  pension  certificates,  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1862 

C. — ^Tabular  statement  showing  the  amount  paid  for  army  pensions  at  the 
agencies  in  the  several  States  and  Territories,  for  the  year  ending  Jime 
3U,  1862 

D. — Tabular  statement  showing  the  amount  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  each 
agent  for  paying  army  pensions,  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1863 

£. — ^TabuUr  statement  showing  the  number  and  yearly  amount  of  army 
pensions  on  the  rolls  of  each  State  and  Territory  on  June  30,  1862 

F. — ^Tabular  statement  having  exclusive  reference  to  navy  pensions,  and 
showing — 

1.  The  number  and  yearly  amount  of  original  applications  admitted 
daring  the  year  ending  Juno  30,  1862 

2.  The  amount  paid  at  me  agencies  in  the  several  States  and  Territo- 
ries during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862 

3.  The  numoer  and  yearly  amount  on  the  rolls  on  the  30th  June,  1862. 

4.  The  amount  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  agents  on  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1862 

Police.     Report  of  the  Board  of  Metropolitan 

Pope,  John,  major  general,  concerning  the  operations  of  the  army  of  Vir- 
ginia. Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  re- 
port of 

Porter,  David  D.,  acting  rear-admiral,  for  brilliant  services  in  attacking  Ar- 
kansas Post.  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Un  ted  States  recommend- 
ing a  vote  of  th  inks  to 

Porter,  Fits  John,  general.  Copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  in 
the  trial  of 

Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862.  Letter  from  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  transmitting  a  report  of  the  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements of  the 

Postmaster  General.    Annual  report  of  the. 


Paper$  aecompanfing  the  above, 

1.  Tabular  statement  showing  the  number  of  each  class  of  post  offices  in 
the  several  States  and  Territories 

2.  Tabohur  statement  of  the  operations  of  the  appointment  office  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1862,  arranged  by  States 

3.  Classifying  changes  made  in  tbe  appmntment  o&ce  daring  the  year 
wi^BgJaneJO,  JdGg. "^ 
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4.  Tabular  statement  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  of  post  offices  in  ' 
the  several  States  and  Territories  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862.  .| 

5.  Tabular  statement  of  the  number  and  classes  of  agents,   with  their  i 
com|)cnsation 

6.  Tabular  statement  showing  the  operation  and  results  of  the  foreign  mail 
service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1862 

7.  Postal  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico 

8.  Postal  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Guatemala 

9.  Settlement  of  further  details  under  the  postal  treaty  with  Great  Britain.. 

10.  Letter  suggesting  improvements  in  international  postal  arrangements.. 

11.  Table  of  mail  service  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  186*2 

12.  Mail  service  in  the  States  of  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin, 
Iowa,  Minnesota,  Kentucky,  California,  Oregon,  and  Kansas,  and  the 
Territories  of  New  Mexico,  IJtah,  Nebraska,  Washington,  Colorado,  and 
Dakota 

13.  Railroad  service  as  in  operation  on  the  30th  of  June,  1862 

14.  Mail  routes  and  service  on  which  contractors  were  reported  disloyal  and 
contracts  changed  to  other  parties 

15.  Tabular  statement  of  the  receipts  of  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1862 

16.  Tabular  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Post  Office  Department  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1862 

17.  Estimates  of  expenditures  for  the  year  1864 

18.  Postage  stamps  and  stamped  envelopes  issued  during  the  year  1862  . .. 

19.  Comparative  statement  ot  the  value  of  stamps  and  stamped  envelopes 
issued  during  the  la*t  three  years 

20.  Statement  of  money  letters  received  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1 862. 

21.  Statement  of  "minor  dead  letters"  containing  papers  of  value  other 
than  money  registered  and  sent  to  the  writers  or  owners  thereof,  from 
the  1st  of  July,  1861,  to  the  1st  of  July,  1862 

22.  Causes  of  the  non-delivery  of  21,493  valuable  letters 

23.  Reasons  assigned  for  the  return  to  the  department  of  139,580  letters 
sent  out  for  delivery  to  the  writers 

24.  Statement  of  the  foreign  department  of  the  dead  letter  office,  of  dead 
letters  returned  to  foreign  countries  during  the  fiscal  year  1861-'62 

25.  Statement  of  dead  letters  received  from  foreign  countries  duriog  the 
fiscal  year  1861-'62 

26.  Comparative  statement  of  the  number  of  miles  in  the  American  and 
British  service,  by  the  various  modes  of  carriage,  excluding  foot 

27.  Statement  showing  postal  revenue  and  expenditures  of  the  United 
States,  in  toto  and  per  capita,  according  to  population,  at  eight  successive 
decades,  from  1790  to  1862,  inclusive 

28.  Auditor's  report 

Showing — 

1.  The  receipts  of  the  department  under  their  several  heads 

2.  The  expenditures  of  the  department  under  their  several  heads 

3.  The  postal  receipts  and  expenditures  in  the  severalStates  andTerritories, 

4.  The  number  of  letters,  circulars,  newspapers,  and  pamphlets  received 
and  delivered  by  carriers,  and  the  amount  received  and  paid  out  for 
carnage  in  the  cities  named  therein 

5.  The  amount  of  letter  postage  on  British  mails  received  in  and  sent 
from  the  United  States 

6.  The  amount  of  letter  postage  on  Prussian  mails  received  in  and  sent 
from  the  United  States 

7.  The  amount  of  letter  postage  on  French  mails  received  in  and  sent 
from  the  United  States 

8.  The  amount  of  letter  postage  on  Belgian  mails  received  in  and  sent 
from  the  United  States 

9.  The  amount  of  letter  postage  on  Bremen  mails  received  in  and  sent 
from  the  United  States 

10.  The  amount  of  letter  postage  on  Hamburg  mails  received  in  and 
sent  from  the  United  States 

11.  The  number  of  letters  and  newspapers  exchanged  between  the 
United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom,  in  British  mails 

12.   The  number  of  letters  and  newspapers  exchanged  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Kingdom  of  Prussia,  m  ciosvid  Yn\i\\& 
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13.  Tlie  number  of  letters  and  newspapers  exchanged  between  the 
United  States  and  France 

14.  The  number  of  letters  and  newspapers  exchanged  between  the 
United  States  and  Belgium 

15.  The  number  of  letters  and  newspapers  exchanged  between  the 
United  States  and  Bremen 

16.  The  number  of  letters  and  newspapers  exchanged  between  the 
United  States  and  Hamburg 

17.  The  revenue  to  the  United  States,  also  to  the  United  States  Post 
Office  Department,  by  the  Cunard  line 

18.  The  closed  mail  account 

19.  The  receipts  and  disbursements  in  closed  mails  between  the  United 
States  and  Prussia 

20.  A  statement  of  the  letters  and  newspapers,  with  the  several  post- 
ajres,  conveyed  by  the  various  ocean  hues  of  steamers 

21.  The  amount  of  postages  on  mails   exchanged  between  the  United 
States  and  British  Provinces 

22.  The  postal  account  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  with  the  United  States 

23.  The  account  of  the  Kingtlom  of  Pnissia  with  the  United  States 

24.  The  account  of  the  general  post  office  of  Belgium  with  the  U.  States. 

25.  The  account  of  the  general  post  office  of  France  with  the  U.  States. . 

26.  The  account  of  the  post  office  of  Bremen  with  the  United  States. .. 

27.  The  account  of  the  post  office  of  Hamburg  with  the  United  States  . 
Statements  are  likewise  appended  showing  the  postal  balances  due  to 

foreign  governments;  also  statements  showing  the  amounts  due  to 

the  various  lines  of  ocean  steamers  for  sea  and  inland  postages 

Postmaster  General,  transmitting  estimates  for  the  potAal  expenditures  for  the 

year  ending  June  30,  Ic^.     Letter  from  the 

Poetma^ter  General,  reUtive  to  the  cost  of  transporting  the  mails  between 

Washington  city  and  New  York.     Letter  from  the 

Postmaster  General,  reporting  fines  and  deductions  from  pay  of  contractors 

for  the  year  ending  J  une  30,  1^2.     Letter  from  the 

Postmaster  General,  transmitting  annual  report  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Letter  from  the 

Papers  accompanffing  the  above, 

1.  An  abstract  of  the  offers  received  under  the  advertisement  of  February 
4,  1862,  and  of  contracts  made  on  routes  established  by  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1861,  the  service  to  commence  on  the  Istot'July,  1862,  and 
terminate  June  30,  1865,  in  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Vermont, 
>I&s.«achu.setts,  Connecticut,  and  New  York;  on  the  3Uth  of  June,  1864, 
in  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Ohio;  and  on  the  3(Jth  of 
June,  186:i,  in  Virginia,  (western  counties) 

This  statement  also  includes  all  transfers  allowed  and  contracts  negotiated 
in  the  same  States  and  others. 

2.  An  al>stract  of  the  offers  received  under  the  advert4sment  of  November 
30,  lf*6l,  inviting  proposals  for  conveying  the  mail  in  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky, Missouri,  Iowa,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Min- 
nesota, Kansas,  and  the  Territories  of  Nebraska,  Colorado,  and  Dakota, 
for  the  contract  term  of  four  years  from  July  1,  1862,  to  June  30,  1866, 
and  a  report  of  the  contracts  made  in  pursuance  thereof 

3.  An  abstract  of  the  offers  recei^^ed  under  the  advertisement  of  October  30, 
1861,  inviting  proposals  in  the  States  of  California  and  Oregon,  and  the 
Territories  of  \Va,shington,  Utah,  and  New  Mexico,  for  the  same  contract 
term,  July  1,  1862,  to  June  30,  1866,  and  of  contracts  made 

4.  A  statement  of  all  the  laud  and  water  mails  established  or  ordered  within 
the  year  preceding  July  1,  1862,  other  than  those  let  to  contract  at  the 
annual  lettings 

These  altstnicts  (3  and  4)  embrace  the  routes  in  the  States  named  created 
by  the  act  of  February  27,  1861. 

5.  A  report  of  allowances  made  to  contractors  for  additional  services  within 
the  8ame  year - 

6.  A  report  of  curtailments  of  mail  service  and  pay  ordered  within  the  same 
jear 
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President  of  the  United  States  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  accompanying 
documents  and  reports.     Annual  message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  collision  between  the  United 
States  war  steamer  San  Jaci  nto  and  the  French  brig  Jules  et  Marie.  Mes- 
sage from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  recommending  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Commander 
John  L.  Worden  for  skill  and  gallantry  exhibited  in  the  battle  between  the 
Monitor  and  Merrimack.    Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  recommending  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Lieutenant 
Commander  George  U.  Morris  for  valor  and  heroism  in  his  defence  of  the 
United  States  sloop-of-war  Cumberland.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  arrest  of  persons  on  board  the 
rebel  brig  Sumter,  at  Tangier.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  swords  formerly  the  property  of 
General  David  £.  Twiggs.    Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  publications  presented  by  the  British 
Museum  to  the  Library  of  Congress.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  alleged  interference  of  our  min- 
ister to  Mexico  in  favor  of  the  French.    Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  temporary  appointment  of  heads 
of  departments,  in  case  of  death,  absence,  or  sickness.     Message  from  the.. 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  correspondence  of  the  minister  of 
the  Hanseatic  republic49  relative  to  an  international  agricultural  exhibition 
at  Hamburg.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  our  minister  at  New  Granada. 
Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  on  signing  the  joint  resolution  for  the  imme- 
diate payment  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States.  Message  from 
the 
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President  of  the  United  States,  recommending  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Acting  Rear- 

Admiral  David  D.  Porter  for  brilliant  services  in  attacking  Arkansas  Post. 

Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  information  upon  the  present 

condition  of  Mexico.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  cause  of  the  recent  outbreaks 

of  the  Indian  tribes  in  the  Northwest.     Message  from  the 

Prize  matters.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  reference  to 

Provisions  and  Clothing,  in  the  navy,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1^64. 

Estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Bureau  of 

Public  Buildings.     Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 

Public  Buildings,  from  November  J,  1861,  to  June  30,  1862.     Statement  of 

the  receipts  and  expenditures  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of. . . 


Quartermaster  General  of  the  United  States.     Annual  report  of  the 

Quartermaster  General,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Quartermaster  Generars  department  for  the  year  ending 
June30,  1864.    Letter  from  the 


S. 

Ban  Jacinto  and  the  French  brig  Jules  et  Marie.  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  collision  between  the  United  States 
war  steamer 

Seamen  registered  in  the  several  ports  of  entry  of  the  United  States  for  the 
vear  ending  September  30,  1862.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  show- 
ing the  number  of , 

Slaves  in  the  disloyal  States.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
relative  to  the  employment  and  sustenance  of 

Soldiers.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  delays  in  the 
payment  of  money  due  to 

Soldiers,  &c.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  giving  further  in- 
formation relative  to  the  delay  in  the  payment  of 

Soldiers  on  the  pay-roll  of  the  army.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 

HBlaiJve  to  the  number  of 


9 
10 
11 
15 
23 
24 

31 
33 

37 

46 

54 

68 
73 

3 

1 


596 

603 

60 
167 


72 
16 
29 

40 


INDEX. 


XXI 


Title. 


State,  trmnsmitting  statement  showing  the  number  of  seamen  registered  in  the 
seTeral  ports  of  entrj  in  the  Unit^  States  for  the  year  ending  September 
30,  1862.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

State,  lelative  to  the  expenditure  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment.   Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

State,  transmitting  annual  statement  of  the  arrival  of  passengers  for  the  jear 
ending  December  31,  1862.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

State,  transmitting  a  report  on  the  commercial  relations  of  the  United  States 
wiUi  fo.eign  countries  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1862.  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of 

State  Department  upon  foreign  affairs.     Correepondence  of  the 

State  D^iartment.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  ol  State  relative  to  the  expendi- 
tore  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 

Statistics  in  connexion  with  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  relative  to  establishing  a  bureau  of. 

Steam  Engineering,  in  the  navy,  for  the  year  ending  Juno  30,  1864.  Esti- 
mates for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Bureau  of 

Somter,  at  Tangier.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  rela- 
tive to  the  arrest  of  persons  on  board  the  rebel  brig 

Sdperintendent  of  the  Washington  Aqueduct.    Beport  of  the 

Superintendent,  transmitting  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  government  hos- 
pital for  the  insane  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.     Letter  from  the 

Soperintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  southern  supcrintendency.  Letter 
man  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  relative  to  the  accounts  of  the 

Soperintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  southern  superinteudency.  Letter 
m>m  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  transmitting  the  accounts  of  the 

Surgeon  General  of  the  United  States.    Annual  report  of  the 

Surgeon  General,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
t&  Surgeon  General's  department  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1864.  Let- 
tar  from  the 

Sorreyor  general  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa.    Annual  report  of  the 

Sorreyor  general  of  Minnesota.     Annual  report  of  the 

Sweyor  general  of  Missouri.    Annual  report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  Dakota.     Annual  report  of  the 

Surveyor  g^eral  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska 

Sorreyor  general  of  Colorado  and  Utah 

Surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico.    Annual  report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  California.    Annual  report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  Oregon.    Annual  report  of  the 

Smreyor  general  of  Washington  Territory.     Annual  report  of  the 

Satlen  and  non-combatants  held  as  prisoners  at  Bichmond.  Letter  from  the 
Seeietary  of  War  relative  to 


Vol. 


No. 


P'g^ 


Letter  from  the  Secretary 


TraBsportation  of  troops,  munitions  of  war,  &c. 
of  War  relative  to  the 

Treasurer  of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  for  the  year  ending  Juno  30, 1864. 
Letfrom  the 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  receipts  and  dis- 
bvsements  of  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1S64.   Letter  from  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  estimates  for  additional  appropriations  required  to  com- 
plete the  service  of  tne  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1863,  and  previous  years. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations,  specific  and  indefinite, 
made  by  former  acts  of  Congress,  which  may  be  required  for  the  service  of 
the  last  three  quarters  of  the  year  ending  June  30,  1863.  Letter  from  the 
Register  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1864.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  Department  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862.  Letter  from  the 
Secmary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to  the  expenditure  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the 


12 

1 


8 
4 
7 
4 

4 
4 

4 


2 
42 

67 

63 
1 

42 

38 

3 

10 

1 

3 

47 

75 
1 


3 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

17 


79 
3 
7 
3 

3 
3 

12 


227 

612 
106 


50 


182 

80 

83 

90 

91 

96 

112 

117 

133 

144 

150 


108 

64 

3 

12 
13 


XXll 


INDEX. 


Title. 


Vol.    No.  Vge. 


Treasury,  relative  to  delays  in  the  payment  of  money  due  to  soldiers.    Letter 

froui  the  Secretary  of  tbe 

Treasury',  transmitting  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the  banks  in  the 

United  States.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  relative  to  the  United  States  loan  created  in  1841,  &c.    Letter  from 

the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  g^iving  further  informaMon  relative  to  the  delay  in  the  payment  of 

soldiers,  &c.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  relative  to  money  received  by  the  revenue  officers  of  New  York 

under  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  May  20,  18G2.  Letter  from  the  Secretary 

of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  list  of  clerks  employed  in  the  Treasury  Department, 

with  compensation  paid  to  each.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  relative  to  the  employment  and  sustenance  of  slaves  in  the  disloyal 

States.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Topographical  engineers,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.     Estimates  for 

appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  coi^ps  of 

Topographical  engineers,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.     Estimates  for 

appropriations  required  for  tlie  support  of  the  bureau  of 

Twiggs,  David  E.,  General.   Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 

relative  to  swords  formerly  the  property  of 

U. 

Utah.     Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Colarado  and 

Utah  Territory  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862.  Estimates  of  goods  and 

other  expenses  for  the  support  of  the  Indian  agency  in : . . 

Utah  Territory.    Account  ot  Peter  Boyce,  Indian  farm  agent  at  Com  creek  . 

V. 

Volunteers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1864.     Estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  pay  of 


W. 

War.     Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

Papers  accompanying  the  above. 


Report  of  the  General-in-chief 

Preliminary  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Anny  of  the  Potomac  since 

June  25,  1862 

Report  of  the  Adjutant  General 

Report  of  the  Paymaster  General 

Report  of  the  Surgeon  General 

Report  of  the  Commissary  General 

Report  of  the  Quartermaster  General 


Papers  accompanying  the  above  report. 

No.  1.  Statement  of  horses,  mules,  wagons,  ambulances,  &.c.,  &c., 
purchased  during  the  fiscal  year  1862  and  to  September  30,  1862 

No.  2.  Issues  from  the  manufacturing  and  purchasing  depots,  and  by 
States,  during  the  fiscal  year  1861-'62,  and  the  amount  on  hand  June 
30,  1H62 

No.  3.  Copy  of  letter  from  General  Totten  to  Lieutenant  General  Scott 
on  the  need  of  a  fleet  of  gunboats 

No.  4.  Copy  of  contract  for  gunboats  on  the  western  rivers 

No.  5.  List  of  gunboats,  mortar  boats,  tugs,  and  other  vessels  composing 
the  gunboat  fleet 

No.  6.  List  of  rams  composing  the  ram  fleet 

No.  7.  Stations,  June  30,  18t)2,  of  the  principal  oflBcers  of  the  quarter 
master's  department,  both  regular  and  volunteer,  with  their  duties 

Ao.  8.  Copy  of  Qimrtcrumster  General's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
JIaj''  23,  1862,  in  regard  to  estimate  for  gunboat  and  lam  ^eel 


153 
194 


112 

78 
82 


163 


20 

29 
41 
42 
50 
59 
60 


83 

86 

88 
90 

103 
106 

108 

^110 


INDEX. 


XXlll 


Xo.  9.  Copy  of  letter  of  Thomas  A.  Scott  of  July  12,  1861,  relative  to 

settlement  with  railroad  companies 

Xo.  10.  Report  of  committee  as  to  rates  to  the  government  for  transporta- 
tion of  passen^rs  ami  supplies 

No.  11.  Regulations  adopted  in  ac<;ordance  with  recommendation  of  the 
convention  of  railroad  managers,  for  the  guidance  of  the  officers  of  the 
Quartermaster  General's  office  in  the  settlement  of  accounts  with  rail- 
road and  transportation  companies 

No.  12.  Copy  of  letter  from  Thomas  A.  Scott,  Assistant  Secrttarj'  of 
War,  of  October  12,  1861,  relative  to  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  Railroad  Company 

No.  13.  Copy  of  letter  of  the  Quartermaster  General  to  the  Sccretarj-  of 
War,  September  11,  1862,  in  regard  to  continuing  the  mode  of  settle- 
ment witli  lialtimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  as  directed  April  4, 

1862,  (approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War) 

No.  14.  Copy  of  letter  of  the  Quartermaster  General  to  the  Secretary  of 

War,  November  3,  1862,  on  the  same  subject  as  No.  13 

War,  tran.smitting  estimates  for  additional  appropriations  required  for  the 
service  of  the  department  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1863.    Letter  from 

the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  War 

Department  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.    Letter  from  the  Si?cretarj'  of 

War,  relative  to  providing  additional  means  for  the  preservation  and  storage 

of  ordnance  supplies.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  relative  to  sutlers  and  non-combatants  held  as  prisoners  at  Richmond. 

Letter  from  the  S^-cretary  of 

War,  traa«mitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  visitors  to  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point  in  June  last.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  relative  to  the  number  of  soldiers  on  the  pay-roll  of  the  army.     Letter 

from  the  ?M:».-retary  of. '. 

War,  relative  to  certain  property  seized  by  the  military  governor  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  as  the  property  of  a  rebel.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  relative  to  generals  who  are  not  assigned  to  any  command.  Letter  trom 

the  Secretary  of 

War,  relative  to  paroles  granted  to  rebel  officers.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  relative  to  the  claim  of  John  Hutchinson  for  damages  sustained  at'the 

hands  of  the  govenimeut.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  reporting  the  names,  number,  &c.,  of  brigadier  and  major  generals  not 

assigned  to  actual  command.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  for  the  trial 

of  Major  General  Fitz  John  Porter.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  relative  to  the  transportation  of  troops,  munitions  of  war,  &,c.     Letter 

from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  the  report  of  Captain  J.  L.  Fisk,  of  the  expedition  to  escort 
emigrants  from  Fort  Aliercrombie  to  Fort  Benton,  &c.  Letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of 

War,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Major  General  John  Pope,  concern- 
ing the  operations  of  the  Army  of  Virginia.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of. . 
War,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  military  es- 
tablishment for  the  year  1862.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

Warden  of  the  iH?nitentiary.     Annual  report  of  the 

Washington  Territory.     Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  ^neral  of. 

Washington  Aqueduct.     Report  of  the  superintendent  ot  the 

White  Crow,  letter  from  O.  H.  Irish,  Indian  agent,  relative  to  an  appro- 
priation to  pay  the  claim  of 

Waite  Crow.    Letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  relative  to  the 

payment  of  the  claim  of 

Wisconsin  and  Iowa.     Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of 

Worden,  John  L.,  commander,  for  skill  and  gallantry  exhibited  in  the 
battk'  Ijetween  the  Monitor  and  Merrimack.  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  recommending  a  vote  of  thanks  to 

Y. 

Yards  and  Docks,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864.  Estimates  for  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Bureau  of 


Ill 
112 

113 
115 

115 

116 

3  I  7 
3  '  146 
7 

17 

21 

40 

44 

46 
57 

58 

65 

71 

79 

80 

81 

84 
1      661 

1     i:.o 

1      612 

81 

3       HI 

1         HO 


\         \ 


■:<H> 


I 


37th  Congress,  \     HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.         (  Ex.  Doc. 
SdSesnan.       J  (    No.  63. 


MISSION  OF  D.  J.  BROWNE  TO  EUROPE. 


LETTER 

FROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 


IN    AhSWER   TO 


Rttolution  of  the  House,  of  12th  January  last,  in  relation  to  the  mission  of  D,  J, 
Browne  to  Europe,  as  agent  of  the  agricultural  division  of  the  Patent  Office. 


Fbbrl'ABT  6,  1863. — Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  February  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  herewith  a  report  ^m  the  Gommis- 
lioner  of  Patents,  dated  the  30th  ultimo,  containing  the  information  called  for 
bj  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  12th  of  Januair,  re- 

Sting  the  mission  of  J.  D.  Browne  to  Europe,  as  agent  of  the  agricultural 
rion  of  the  Patent  Office. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  USHER, 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
Hon.  Galdsha  A.  Grow, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 


United  States  Patent  Office, 

January  30,  1863, 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  a  resolution  which  passed  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  the  1 2th  instant,  relative  to  the  employment  of  Mr.  D.  Jay  Browne  as 
an  agent  to  visit  various  countries  in  Europe  for  procuring  information,  books, 
tod  other  objects,  herewith  I  submit  the  following  statement,  together  with  copies 
of  the  correspondence  between  said  agent  and  the  Patent  Office,  from  the  period 
^  his  appointment  to  the  present  time. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

D.  P.  HOLLOW  AY,  Commissioner, 

Hon.  J.  P.  Usher,  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


: 
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Unitkd  States  Patent  Office,  April  16,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  8th  instant,  asking  to  be  em- 
ployed as  an  agent  to  visit  various  parts  of  Europe  to  investigate  and  report  on 
the  production,  manufacture,  and  commerce  of  the  flax  and  wines  of  that  coun- 
try, as  well  as  for  obtaining  other  information,  seeds,  cuttings,  &c.,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  your  proposition  is  accepted,  on  condition  that  you 
receive  from  the  funds  of  this  office  appropriated  by  Congress  for  agricultural 
purposes  a  compensation  of  two  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  your  services,  with 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  a  year  in  addition  thereto  for  travelling  ex- 
penses, it  being  understood  and  agreed  that  you  are  to  sustain  yourself  and  defray 
all  your  personal  expenses  out  of  said  sums,  without  incurring  further  expense 
on  this  office,  during  the  time  you  may  be  thus  employed,  the  teim  of  service  to 
commence  with  the  date  hereof. 

You  will  accordingly  first  proceed  to  the  north  of  Europe  without  delay,  and 
diligently  apply  yourself  in  examining  the  wheat  and  flax  fields  of  the  countries 
you  may  visit,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  best  varieties  of  the  seeds  of  these 
plants  for  cultivation  and  experiment  in  the  United  States,  noting  their  charac- 
teristics, modes  of  culture,  preparation  for  market,  as  well  as  their  manufcujture, 
and  report  the  results  of  your  inquiries  to  this  office  for  publication  as  early  as 
the  1st  of  January,  1862. 

You  will  next  please  to  visit  some  of  the  leading  vineyards  and  wiue-making 
establishments  of  the  central,  western,  and  southern  parts  of  the  continent,  and 
direct  your  particular  attention  to  the  principal  varieties  of  grapes,  the  modes  of 
culture,  and  the  character  of  the  soil  and  climate  in  which 'they  grow,  noting,  in 
the  meantime,  the  processes  of  making  the  wines  and  of  preparing  them  for 
market,  and  communicate  the  information  you  may  obtain  to  this  office  for 
publication. 

It  is  ftirther  understood  and  expected  that  during  the  term  you  may  be 
employed  as  indicated  above  you  will  procure  such  seeds,  cuttings,  and  other 
articles  as  this  office  may  direct,  whether  by  purchase,  by  gift,  or  by  exchange, 
and  obtain,  whenever  facilities  may  offer,  any  valuable  statistical  and  other 
information  connected  with  agriculture,  without  any  additional  compensation  or 
extra  charge  for  services  thus  rendered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  P.  HOLLO  WAY, 

Commissioner  of  Patents,    , 

D.  Jay  Browne,  Esq.,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Belfast,  Ireland,  June  27, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  depart  from  this  place  for  London  this  evening,  having  accomplished 
all  I  can  do  here  to  advantage  before  the  crops  are  harvested,  and  the  returns 
of  the  census  of  1861   are  printed.     I  informed  you  of  my  arrival  at  Belfast 
through  our  despatch  agent  at  London,  which,  I  trust,  was  duly  received. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

D.  JAY  BROWNE. 
Hon.  D.  P  HoLLOWAv, 

Commissioner  of  Patents,  Washington,  D,  C, 


London,  August  2,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the  United  States  Patent 
0£Sce,  I  would  inform  yon  that  I  have  been  engaged  here  during  the  last  four 
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weeks  in  making  ont  a  report.     I  expect  to  be  ready  to  Btart  for  Russia  the  last 
week  in  the  present  montn. 

Yours,  respectfully,  • 

D.  JAY  BROWNE. 
Hon.  D.  P.  Hollo  WAY, 

Commissioner  of  Patents,  WcLshington,  D,  C, 


CouRTRAi,  September  19,  1861. 
Sir  :  Agreeably  to  instructions,  I  am  investigating  the  subject  of  flax  culture 
tad  its  manufacture  in  Belgium,  and  expect  soon  to  proceed  to  Cambria  and 
other  parts  of  France.  I  would  inform  you  that  I  have  not  yet  received  a 
word  from  the  Patent  Office  since  I  left,  in  May.  I  have  made  arrangements  to 
exchange  documents  between  the  Patent  Office  and  the  Board  of  Trade  at  Bel- 
fast, in  Ireland,  and  the  London  Statistical  Society,  duly  informing  said  office  of 
the  same ;  and  gave  directions  for  sending  the  back  volumes  of  the  Mechanical 
and  Agricultural  Reports.  Similar  arrangements  are  being  made  to  exchange 
docoments  with  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  of  the  Belgian  government. 
Very  respectftilly, 

D.  JAY  BROWNE. 
Hon.  D.  P.  HoLLOWAY, 

Commissioner  of  Patents,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Brussels,  December  26,  1861. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  the  United  States  Patent 
Office  on  the  16th  of  April  last,  herewith  I  transmit  a  report  on  the  history, 
industry,  and  commerce  of  flax.  Believing  that  this  subject,  at  the  present 
crais,  demands  the  deepest  consideration  in  both  hemispheres,  I  have  availed 
mjself  of  the  best  means  in  my  power  in  the  preparation  of  this  report ;  although 
I  am  sensible  of  its  imperfections,  which  may  be  attributed  in  a  measure  to  un- 
aroidable  brevity,  from  the  want  of  sufficient  time  to  pursue  the  investigation  to 
a  more  appropriate  length.  There  are  several  features,  however,  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  allude.  It  will  be  observed  that  considerable  portions  are  devoted  to 
historical  and  meteorological  details,  which,  from  their  ancient  and  local  charac- 
ter, may  not  be  of  interest  to  all ;  but  it  is  conceived  that  no  branch  of  industry 
nor  of  trade  can  be  fully  appreciated  and  understood  without  some  knowledge 
of  its  rise  and  progress,  in  order  to  show  the  errors  and  to  take  advantage  of 
any  favorable  points  which  may  occur. 

The  value  of  information  concerning  the  climate  of  one  country,  as  compared 
with  that  of  another,  to  the  agriculturist  and  the  manufacturer  is  too  apparent 
for  further  comment.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  state  that  the  prompt  and  liberal 
manner  in  which  I  was  generally  admitted  into  various  establishments  devoted 
to  the  subject,  and  the  willingness  of  the  owners  or  persons  in  charge  to  furnish 
the  information  sought,  is  deserving  of  great  praise,  and  would  serve  as  worthy 
examples  for  our  own  citizens  in  extending  like  courtesies  to  others,  as  occasions 
may  hereafter  offer,  when  honorably  desired. 

The  attentions,  also,  of  the  heads  of  various  departments  of  foreign  govern- 
ments, as  well  as  the  diplomatic  and  consular  officers  of  the  United  States  in 
Beveral  instances,  in  aiding  me  in  the  procurement  of  public  documents  and  in 
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gaining  admisBion  into  libraries  and  other  establishments  were  of  special  service, 

all  of  which  will  be  gratefully  remembered  and  are  hereby  sincerely  ackowledged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  JAY  BROWNE. 
Hon.  David  P.  Hollo  way, 

Commiknoner  of  PatenUt  Washington,  D,  C. 


Brussels,  January/  22,  1862. 
Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  laboring  under  serious  indispo- 
sition for  several  weeks,  arising  from  a  severe  cold  in  the  early  part  of  Decem- 
ber, which  was  followed  by  a  slow  fever,  typhoidal  in  character.  In  consequence 
of  this  indisposition  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  much  progress  in  duplicating 
my  report.  The  preliminary  parts  are  ready  and  those  portions  relating  to 
Russia,  Ireland,  &c.,  which  I  will  forward  to  you  the  earliest  opportunity 
through  the  United  States  despatch  agent,  via  England.  I  would  send  direct 
by  mail  were  not  the  postage  so  heavy  between  Belgium  and  the  United  States, 
which  would  be  no  small  item  on  a  ream  of  paper. 

My  health,  I  think,  has  sufficiently  recovered  for  me  to  copy  the  remainder 
of  the  report  without  delay. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  JAY  BROWNE. 
Hon.  D.  P.  HoLLOWAV, 

Commissioner  of  Patents,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Brussels,  February  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  Previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  last  British  steamer  for  the  United  States 
I  forwarded  my  "  Report  on  the  History,  Industry,  and  Commerce  of  Flax"  to 
Mr.  John  Miller,  United  States  despatch  agent,  London,  with  instructions  to 
transmit  the  same  to  the  Patent  Office,  through  the  Department  of  State.  K 
no  accident  befalls  it  you  probably  will  receive  it  in  due  time.  In  the  event  of 
miscarriage  a  duplicate  can  be  furnished  at  short  notice. 

When  in  London  in  July  last  I  inquired  of  you,  by  letter,  of  the  length  you 
desired  this  report  to  be,  and  in  wnat  manner  you  contemplated  to  have  it 
issued,  if  published ;  but  as  I  received  no  reply  I  have  thought  it  best  to  con- 
dense it  into  a  comparatively  small  compass,  in  order  that  it  may  be  published 
in  the  Agricultural  Report  of  the  Patent  Office,  or  separate.  In  the  customary 
type  and  size  it  would  fall  short  of  100  pages.  At  the  commencement  of  my 
investigations  in  Ireland  it  was  conceived  that  an  extended  work  could  be  writ- 
ten on  the  subject,  amounting  to  400  or  500  pages,  illustrated  by  appropriate 
engravings ;  but  as  I  failed  to  receive  instructions  from  the  Patent  Office  to 
that  effect  I  undertook  the  more  difficult  task  to  embody  the  whole  in  a  nut- 
shell. In  substance,  as  it  is,  it  embraces  all  the  information  obtainable  on  the 
subject  that  would  be  truly  practical  and  useful  for  the  flax -raiser  to  know,  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  culture  and  preparation  of  the  plant  for  the  scutcher,  with  a 
general  account  of  its  origin  and  properties,  and  more  especially  of  the  rise,  pro- 
gress, and  commerce  of  the  linen  trade  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  Russia, 
from  the  earliest  times. 

If  desirable,  I  can  extend  the  report  to  Belgium,  Holland,  and  France,  which 
'would  probably  require  about  two  months,  without  interfering  much  with  the 
other  duties  assigned  me  hi  this  mission.  If  you  deem  this  expedient  I  shall 
de  ready  to  receive  instructions  to  that  effect. 


MISSION   OP   D.    J.    BROWNE.  5 

In  resird  to  the  documents  and  publications  which  1  have  obtained  for  the 
Palent  OflSce  by  exchange,  &c.,  I  infonned  you  some  time  since  that  I  had 
directed  the  journal  of  the  London  Statistical  Society  to  be  forwarded  through 
the  despatch-bag  to  the  Department  of  State,  or  otherwise  if  Mr.  Stevens  pre- 
ferred. As  to  the  Belgian  and  other  publications  I  have  with  me,  Mr.  Vatte- 
-  mare  directed  me  to  forward  them  to  him  by  mail,  without  providing  means  to 
f  pay  the  freight  demanded  in  advance.  As  this  would  cost  more  that  it  would 
I  to  ship  them  to  New  York,  via  Antwerp,  by  sailing-vessel,  I  have  concluded  to 
f  take  the  last-named  course,  and  probably  shall  send  you  a  bill  of  lading  in  a 
few  days. 

As  I  expect  to  leave  here  early  next  month,  and  not  return,  for  the  central 

or  southwestern  part  of  France,  it  would  be  better  for  all  communications  to  be 

directed  to  the  care  of  John  Miller,  United  States  despatch  agent,  26  Henrietta 

street,  Covent  Garden,  London. 

In  my  next  letter  I  will  propose  what  I  design  to  do  in  regard  to  the  further 

[       investigation  of  the  wines  of  Europe.     If  possible,  I  will  get  it  ready  for  the 

I       same  steamer  as  the  present. 

My  health  has  recovered  in  a  degree,  although  I  am  still  weakened  by  a  hard 
cough,  and  venture  out  but  little  except  when  the  weather  is  mild. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  JAY  BROWNE. 
Hon.  D.  P.  HoLLOWAY, 

Commi*noner  of  Patents,  Washitigton,  D,  C, 


Brussels,  February  14,  1862. 
Sir  :  Having  reported  on  the  history,  industry,  and  commerce  of  flax,  in  pur- 
Mance  of  instructions  received  from  the  United  States  Patent  Office  on  the  16th 
of  April  last,  I  now  proceed  to  propose  a  plan  for  prosecuting  the  inquiries  on 
grapes  and  wines.  As  you  may  not  be  fully  aware  of  what  was  undei*taken  in 
3ii«  branch  of  economy,  and  partially  accomplished  under  my  directions  while 
onployed  in  the  Patent  Office,  I  will  first  point  out  some  of  the  more  prominent 
^Kts  connected  therewith. 

Although  special  attention  was  directed  to  the  subject  in  the  Agricultural 
Reports  of  1853  to  1857,  and  grape  cuttings  had  been  procured  and  distributed 
from  Arkansas,  New  Mexico,  and  other  parts,  nothing  of  consequence  was  done 
before  1858.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  a  dozen  or  more  species  of  American 
grape  roots  and  considerable  quantities  of  cuttings  and  grape  seeds  were  planted 
in  uie  propagating  garden  in  the  city  of  Washington,  with  the  view  of  identifi- 
cation of  species  or  varieties,  hybridization  with  the  European  grape,  and  the 
production  of  new  varieties  from  the  seeds  of  the  hybridized  fruit. 

In  the  summer  of  the  same  year  a  gentleman  from  Germany,  who  had  been 
(ffactically  engaged  in  wine-making  in  that  country,  was  employed  by  the  office 
to  aid  in  the  novel  and  interesting  experiment  already  commenced.  Arrange- 
ments were  also  made  at  the  same  time  with  an  eminent  chemist  in  Boston, 
eonjointly  with  the  gentleman  last  referred  to,  and  several  wine  manufacturers 
in  New  England,  to  determine  the  following  points  in  regard  to  American  native 
grapes,  cultivated  and  wild : 

1.  Whether  any  of  the  grapes,  at  maturity,  contain  all  the  elements  in  suf- 
fident  quantity  to  make  good  wine,  and  one  that  will  keep  and  bear  transporta- 

2.  Whether  the  grapes  are  deficient  in  any  wine-forming  element,  or  contain 
■ay  ingredient  in  excess  that  would  prove  injurious  to  the  wine,  or  pernicious 

1      to  Iniman  health. 
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3.  To  determine  in  what  parts  of  the  fruit  said  elements  exist,  and  ascertain 
whether  any  deficiency  or  excess  can  be  essentially  remedied,  and  the  injurious 
properties  neutralized,  reduced,  or  removed  by  artificial  means. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  characters  of  the  vines,  their  leaves  and  fruit, 
were  to  be  noted,  with  their  periods  of  maturity,  soil,  habitat,  and  location,  and 
the  seeds  of  remarkable  varieties  collected  and  planted  for  experiment.  These 
inquiries  were  prosecuted  with  remarkable  energy  and  success  for  nearly  three 
months  preceding  the  10th  of  October,  when  my  direction  of  that  branch  of 
the  Patent  Office  ceased.  The  results  of  these  efforts  will  be  found  imperfectly 
published  in  the  Agricultural  Report  of  1859. 

It  appears  that  some  forty  species  and  varieties  of  grapes  were  collected  and 
submitted  to  the  chemist  for  analysis  and  experiment,  who  not  only  determined 
the  percentage  of  sugar  and  tartaric  acid  contained  in  each,  but  discovered  the 
cause  and  a  simple  remedy  of  the  musky  or  foxy  flavor  peculiar  to  our  wines. 

It  was  ascertained  that  a  majority  of  the  varieties  contained  an  abundance  of 
wine-forming  ingredients,  and  in  most  cases  tartaric  acid  in  excess ;  so  much  so 
that  the  "  must,"  or  grape  juice,  would  bear  an  addition  of  water  and  other 
nameless  substances  fourfold,  without  injury  to  the  wine. 

The  vines  which  had  been  planted  in  the  propagating  garden  the  previous 
spring  had  grown  extraordinarily  well,  some  of  them  having  acquired  an  addi- 
tional length  of  more  than  twenty  feet ;  but  on  my  retirement  from  the  office 
they  were  all  removed,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  all  of  my  plans  were  sus- 
pended, or  materially  changed. 

During  the  winter  of  1859-'60,  or  that  following  my  retirement,  I  pursued 
the  investigation  on  private  account,  and  took  measures  to  establish  a  company 
near  Washington  for  making  wine  from  the  native  grapes,  which  grow  wild  in 
great  abundance  in  that  region;  but,  as  one  of  my  associates  died  on  whom  de- 
volved a  large  share  of  the  capital  to  be  embarked,  the  enterprise  was  deferred. 

While  on  a  mission  to  Teneriffe,  Spain,  and  various  countries  bordering  on 
the  Mediterranean,  whither  I  was  sent  some  twenty -eight  years  ago,  and  on  a 
subsequent  visit  to  the  island  of  Madeira,  I  learned  something  in  the  art  of 
wine-making,  which,  in  connexion  with  the  knowledge  since  acquired,  prepared 
me  in  a  measure  to  experiment  upon  and  improve  our  native  wines. 

The  early  part  of  the  winter  above  mentioned  I  procured  from  a  wine  man- 
ufacturer in  New  England  a  barrel  of  fermented  juice  of  wild  grapes  two  years 
old,  and  several  cases  of  sugared  wines,  made  from  the  same  kind  of  fruit. 
Although  some  samples  of  the  latter  were  pronounced  as  of  fair  quality  for  that 
class  of  wines,  it  was  evident  that  they  contained  more  or  less  uncombined 
alcohol  which  had  been  added  artificially,  either  by  cane-sugar  or  spirit  direct, 
and  they  were  slightly  tinctured  with  the  musky  flavor  common  to  most  of 
our  grapes.  In  the  course  of  the  winter  I  improved  portions  of  these  wines  by 
completely  removing  this  musky  flavor  and  the  alcoholic  taste  by  simple  pro- 
cesses, already  known,  and,  after  successive  finings  and  decantations,  in  the  spring  * 
it  was  bottled  and  kept  in  a  moderately  cool,  light,  dry  cellar  for  a  year,  when 
it  was  pronounced  equal  to  **  Alicante"  or  "Lunel."  The  last  bottle  was  drunk 
in  Ireland,  whither  1  carried  it  in  May,  1861,  but  suffered  no  deterioration  either 
from  age  or  the  effects  of  the  voyage. 

To  say  nothing  of  the  factitious  wines  and  the  nefarious  adulterations  which 
are  forced  upon  the  people  of  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  globe,  allow 
me  briefly  to  allude  to  some  of  the  prevailing  practices  adopted  in  preparing  a 
large  share  of  the  wines  consumed  at  the  present  day.  It  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  nearly  all  the  ports  and  sherries  exported  from  Portugal  and  Spain  gene- 
rally contain  from  20X  to  23y^  per  cent,  of  alcohol,  a  large  portion  of  which  is 
artificially  added  in  the  form  of  brandy  or  corn  spirit  before  they  are  shipped,  and 
that  they  are  often  inrther  strengthened  in  the  countries  where  they  are  after- 
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wards  sold  or  consumed.     This  treatment  no  doubt  arises  from  various  cauBcs, 
the  chief  of  which  are  the  inducements  to  profit. 

From  a  natural  love  of  strong  drinks  by  very  many  of  the  people  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  particularly  in  England,  the  manufacturers  of  these  wines 
have  encouraged  or  created  this  vitiated  taste  by  increasing  the  quantity  by  the 
addition  of  brandy,  spirit-water,  and  other  ingredients,  and  hence  a  gain. 
Although  port  and  sherry  are  still  made  in  limited  quantities  accordhig  to  the 
old  regime,  but  very  little  of  these  wines  leave  the  countries,  as  they  are  more 
rationally  consumed  at  home. 

Similar  inducements  are  also  offered  to  many  of  the  wine  manufacturers  of 
the  continent,  and  it  is  feared,  too,  within  a  distance  of  less  than  three  thousand 
miles  from  home.  Maintaining,  as  I  always  have,  that  if  a  taste  could  be  gene- 
rally difiused  for  genuine,  wholesome  wines,  made  either  by  the  ancient  processes 
or  by  more  modem  skill,  it  would  be  far  better  for  the  sobriety  of  our  people, 
and  for  their  general  good  health.  I  would  therefore  propose,  in  the  further 
porsuance  of  the  present  mission,  to  pass  a  considerable  time  at  some  of  the 
leading  vineyards  and  wine-making  establishments,  as  instructed  by  the  Patent 
Office  in  April  last,  and  obtain  as  perfect  a  knowledge  as  practicable  of  the  best 
modes  of  managing  the  grapes,  manufacturing  them  into  wine,  preparing  and 
preserving  the  same  for  transportation  or  use,  and  duly  communicate,  practically 
or  otherwise,  to  the  oflSce  or  other  institutions  the  results. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  JAY  BROWNE. 

Hon.  D.  P.  HoLLOWAY, 

Communoner  of  PatenU^  Washington^  D.  C, 


Brussels,  February  21,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  observe  by  the  journals  that  experiments  are  about  to  be  instituted  to 
test  the  practicability  of  cultivating  cotton  in  some  of  our  northern  States.  Hav- 
ing noted  the  growth  of  this  plant  for  many  years  under  various  conditions,  par- 
ticularly in  regard  to  its  soil,  climate,  and  associated  crops,  both  in  the  torrid 
and  the  two  temperate  zones,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  a  few  sug^stions,  which,  if  they 
possess  sufficient  merit,  I  trust  you  will  place  in  such  hands  as  will  subject  them 
to  a  fair  test. 

The  cotton  plant,  as  an  annual,  as  it  inevitably  must  be  in  nearly  all  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  to  complete  its  cycle  of  growth  under  favorable  cir- 
cumstances necessarily  requires  a  period  of  from  four  to  four  and  a  half  months 
without  frost.  By  referring  to  the  Agricultural  Report  for  1858,  it  will  be  seen 
that,  among  the  meteorological  observations  therein  recorded,  as  made  under  the 
joint  direction  of  the  Patent  Office  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  there  are 
about  seventy  points  east  of  the  Rocky. mountains  and  north  of  the  latitude  of 
Washington,  which  had  more  than  one  hundred  and  tkirty-ftve  consecutive  days 
in  the  year  tdthout  frost,  after  the  30th  of  May,  extending  to  all  the  middle  and 
northem  States,  except  Maine.  Within  this  range  there  are  numerous  localities 
in  Maryland,  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  and  Illinois,  in  which  cotton  was 
formerly  successfully  grown  in  the  open  air  for  domestic  use ;  but  the  culture 
was  discontinued  as  unprofitable  when  southern  cotton  was  produced  in  larger 
quantities,  and  fell  in  price. 

In  viewing  the  growth  of  cotton,  in  connexion  with  its  associated  crops,  I 
have  observed  that  the  more  hardy  varieties  will  mature,  in  open  culture,  with 
the  sorghum  or  the  white  goma-seed  Indian  corn ;  and  judging  from  the  require- 
ments of  the  two  last-named  plants,  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  will  mature  "weW  al 
the  north,  except  m  rewArkabljr  warm  Beasons,  or  in  very  favorable  and  didlet^ 
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situations,  owing  to  the  cool  nights  and  prevalence  of  stormy  weather,  which 
usually  occur  during  most  of  the  month  of  May.  In  order  to  overcome  this 
difficulty,  I  would  suggest  that  an  experiment  be  made  of  starting  some  cotton 

Elants  in  three-inch  pots,  in  a  hot-bed,  or,  what  would  be  better,  in  a  propagating 
ouse,  constructed  and  warmed  somewhat  after  the  original  plan  of  that  erected 
in  Washington  for  propagating  the  tea  seeds  about  three  years  ago,  and  described 
in  the  Agricultural  Report  for  1858,  with  the  exception  of  the  top  or  roof,  which 
should  be  entirely  glazed  and  two  or  three  feet  lower.  The  cotton  seeds  may 
be  sown,  one  in  each  pot,  from  the  20th  of  April,  or  earlier,  to  the  Ist  of  May, 
and  the  young  plants  properly  watered  and  ventilated  up  to  the  Ist  and  10th  of 
June,  when  they  may  be  planted  in  the  field  where  they  are  intended  to  grow, 
five  feet  by  two  and  a  half  feet  apart,  with  the  "  forms  **  or  balls  of  earth  attached, 
as  they  glide  out  of  the  pots.  Great  care  should  be  taken  not  to  break  or  crack 
these  balls  of  earth  as  they  are  removed  from  the  pots ;  for  the  least  fracture  or 
derangement  of  the  young  rootlets  in  transplanting  would  check  the  future 
growth  of  the  plants,  and  result  in  a  failure  of  the  crop.  This  labor  of  trans- 
planting may  be  performed  during  any  weather,  wet  or  dry,  without  retarding 
or  injuring  the  vegetation  of  the  plants.  In  the  course  of  the  next  two  months 
following,  the  field  should  be  carefully  worked  with  the  cultivator  and  hoe  twice 
or  three  times,  using  great  precaution  not  to  wound  the  tender  bark  of  the  plants, 
as  it  would  retard  their  gi-owth  or  produce  disease.  If  the  summer  should  prove 
sufficiently  warm  and  wet  for  a  good  crop  of  Indian  com,  the  cotton  would  form 
its  bolls,  which  would  begin  to  burst  and  display  their  white  fibre  towards  the 
end  of  August,  when  the  cotton-picking  season  should  commence  and  be  con- 
tinued, as  the  bolls  open,  up  to  the  appearance  of  hard  frost. 

For  details  of  culture  and  the  management  of  the  crop,  it  would  be  well  to 
consult  an  experienced  cotton-grower,  or  some  reliable  publication  in  which  the 
subject  is  treated  at  length. 

A  hot-bed  or  propagating  house,  with  an  available  area  of  2,200  square  feet, 
would  admit  35,200  three-inch  pots,  and  consequently  would  accommodate  that 
number  of  young  plants.  An  acre  of  ground,  planted  five  feet  by  two  and  a 
half  feet  apart,  would  contain  8,712  plants,  and  hence  the  number  started  in  a 
hot-bed,  as  above,  would  be  sufficient  for  four  acres.  If  successful,  allowing  one 
ounce  of  ginned  cotton-fibre  to  each  plant,  the  yield  of  an  acre  would  be  544i 
pounds,  which,  if  sold  at  20  cents,  would  bring  $108  90.  Estimating  the  yield 
of  seed,  in  weight,  to  be  equal  to  that  of  the  fibre,  if  sold,  it  would  nearly  or 
quite  cover  the  expense  of  propagating  the  young  plants.  It  is  evident,  then, 
from  these  calculations,  that,  if  the  experiment  should  prove  successful,  cotton- 
raising  would  be  more  profitable  to  the  grower  at  the  north  than  the  ordinary 
crops. 

Should  the  yield  of  fibre  or  seed,  however,  not  come  up  to  this  mark,  or  the 
prices  fall  below  these  estimates,  it  would  be  easy  for  the  farmer  to  determine 
whether  the  culture  may  be  profitably  continued,  and  at  how  low  a  figure  it 
should  cease.  Again,  should  the  hot-house  propagation  prevail,  other  advantages 
might  be  derived  by  appropriating  the  house  and  fixtures  to  other  uses  during  a 
great  portion  of  the  year.  Grapes,  strawberries,  or  tomatoes  could  be  grown  in 
pots  or  boxes  through  the  autumn  into  December,  and  cauliflowers,  lettuces, 
mint,  &c.,  through  the  remainder  of  the  winter  into  April,  or  the  time  of  sowing 
the  cotton  seeds  in  the  spring,  the  propagation  of  all  of  which  could  be  made  a 
business,  distinct  in  itself,  the  cotton  farmer  having  only  to  purchase  the  young 
plants  by  the  thousand,  without  further  outlay  of  capital,  or  diverting  his  mind 
from  his  other  pursuits. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  JAY  BROWNE. 

Hon.  D.  P.  HoLLOWAV, 

Commissioner  of  Patents,  Washington,  D,  C 
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Brussels,  March  5, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  addition  to  the  perfonnance  of  the  special  duties  assigned  me  in  the 
io«tmctions  received  from  the  Patent  Office  on  the  16th  of  April  last,  I  have 
eoilected  a  considerable  amount  of  statistical  information  on  the  "  'Production, 
coMumption,  and  economy  of  food,'*  conformably,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  the 
ffjnopsis  of  the  plan  submitted  to  yourself,  and  approved  of  by  Colonel  Seaton, 
Dr.  Gale,  and  others,  about  a  year  ago.  But  for  the  want  of  sufficient  time  to 
reduce  my  minutes  to  a  useful  form,  I  am  not  prepared  to  make  a  full  report. 
I  &ay  a  utefid  form,  because  I  conceive  that  statistics  are  comparatively  of  but 
little  use  unless  they  can  be  applied  to  some  practical  or  utilitarian  effect. 

Therefore,  in  order  that  I  may  be  better  understood,  herewith  I  present  a  few 
tabloji^,  with  such  remarks  and  suggestions  as  the  subject  appears  to  require. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

D.  JAY  BROWNE. 
Hon.  D.  P.  HoLLOWAY, 

CommUsioner  of  Patents,  Washington,  D,  C, 
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Table  shotoing  the  imports  and  exports  of  wheats  and  its  equivalent  in  flour, 
from  France,  with  the  mean  annual  prices  of  wheat  for  the  whole  of  France, 
and  the  mean  prices  of  wheaten  bread  per  kilogramme  in  Paris,  from  the 
year  1819  to  1858,  inclusive. 


Years. 


1819. 

1320. 

1821. 

1822. 

1823. 

1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

1829. 

1830. 

1831. 

1832. 

1833. 

1834. 

1835. 

1836. 

1837. 

1838. 

1839. 

1840. 

1841. 

1842. 

1843. 

1844.. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848., 

1849. 

1850. 

1851. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855.. 

1856.. 

1857.. 

1858.. 


ImportH.       I       Exports. 


Bedolitret. 

1,  304,  975 

662,  268 

609,  479 

976 

1,240 

1,257 

950,  663 

90,  004 

66,  424 

1, 172,  188 

1,  728,  944 

2,  063,  203 

1,  142,  726 
4,  475,  738 

501,  374 

458 

463 

220, 507 

285,  140 

100,  758 

1, 179,  343 

2,  247,  186 
156, 370 
562,  904 

2,  025,  235 

2,  475,  723 
749,  075 

4,  919,  489 

9, 157,  943 

1,  250,  837 

4,526 

857 

102,  549 

267,  991 

4,  811,  532 

5,  635,  613 

3,  704,  718 
8,  854,  256 
3,  895,  397 
1,  913,  866 


HeetoUtre». 
186,  434 
173, 202 
63,  245 
72,  226 
90,  100 
217,  703 
799,  225 
541,411 
219,  145 
204,  285 
215, 485 
140, 702 
233,  300 
232, 174 
242,  528 
274,  763 
285,  266 
324,  201 
490,  046 
668,  268 
801,  098 
210,  304 

873,  357 

874,  511 
297,  010 
390,  541 
450,  415 
255,  432 
203,  376 

1,  971,  336 

3,  032,  458 

4,  464,  782 

5,  003,  378 
a,  425,  399 
1,  090,  769 

262,  156 
202,  245 
177,  113 
417,  204 
6,611,193 


I      ^' 


Imports. 


HtctolUrei. 
1,118,541 
489,  066 
546, 479 


151,  438 


967,  903 
1,  513,  459 
1,  922,  501 

909,  426 
4,  243,  564 

258,  864 


378,  243 
2,  036,  822 


1,  728,  225 

2,  085,  182 
298,  660 

4,  664,  057 
8,  954,  567 


3,  720,  763 
5,  373,  457 
3,  502,  473 
8,  677, 143 
3,  478, 193 


Exports. 


Hectolitres 


71,250 

88,  860 

216,  446 


451,  307 
152, 721 


274.  303 
284,  803 
103,  694 
204,  906 
567,  510 


716,  987 
311,607 


720,  499 

3,  027,  932 

4,  463,  925 
4,  900,  829 
2,  157,  408 


4,  697,  327 


Fr.     c 

17  50 

18  13 
17  35 

14  81 
17  06 

15  16 

14  90 

15  36 
17  53 

21  71 

22  32 

21  84 

22  03 
22  23 

16  00 
14  65 

14  75 

16  28 

17  32 

19  34 
22  50 

22  09 

18  09 

19  44 

19  96 
18  98 
18  72 

23  53 
29  46 

16  27 

15  39 
14  33 
14  63 

17  49 
23  59 
29  09 

29  37 

30  22 
23  83 

20  15 


f  i 


Omtimst. 
35.27 
41.87 
38.35 
33.20 
35.35 
28.48 
29.48 
29.43 
32.40 
39.95 
45.73 
39.32 
39.69 
37.60 
28.95 
27.44 
28.59 
27.92 
29.32 
34.53 
39.95 
38.83 
31.40 
34.17 
32.62 
34.80 
32.75 
39.37 
49.87 
29.29 
28.37 
26.87 
26.96 
31.80 
38.37 
48.50 
49.79 
49.91 
38.17 
29.40 


NoTi.— One  kilogramme  is  equal  to  nearly  2 J  pounds,  (2.20486  ;)  one  franc  is  equal  to 
near/jr  20  cents,  United  btates  currency  ;  one  centime  is  equal  to  about  one-fifth  of  a  cent. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  table  that  within  the  period  of  forty  years 
the  imports  of  wheat  into  France  exceeded  the  annual  exports  twenty-two 
times,  and  that  the  exports  exceeded  the  imports  eighteen  times,  the  total 
amount  imported  being  57,619,026  hectolitres,  and  the  amount  exported 
23,412,314  hectolitres,  or  an  excess  of  imports  of  97,075,570  bushels.  France, 
therefore,  is  still  dependent  on  other  countries  for  a  portion  of  her  breadstuffs, 
notwithstanding  the  breadth  of  wheat  culture  and  the  annual  yield  per  hectare 
have  steadily  increased.  It  is  estimated  that  the  amount  of  wheaten  bread 
annually  consumed  in  the  whole  country  is  5,175,000,000  kilogrammes,  which 
would  give  143  7.10  kilogrammes,  or  316  83.100  pounds,  to  each  inhabitant  per 
annum,  or  about  13  7.8  ounces  a  day. 

The  principal  countries  from  which  France  imports  wheat  or  flour  are  Russia^ 
Poland,  the  United  States,  Moldavia,  the  Two  Sicilies,  Tuscany,  and  Spain. 

The  chief  exports  of  the  grain  are  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Switzerland,. 
Belgium,  and  Holland. 

By  the  preceding  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  breadth  of  culture  of  wheat  in 
France  increased  within  a  period  of  forty -three  years  more  than  2,000,000  hec- 
tares, or  5,060,922  acres,  and  that  the  annual  yield  nearly  doubled  within  the 
time,  the  increase  of  the  amount  harvested  being  200,154,319  bushels.  From 
1815  to  1825  the  mean  yield  was  10  95.100  hectolitres  per  hectare;  from  1826 
to  1836  it  was  12  35.100  hectolitres ;  from  1836  to  1845  it  was  13  hectolitres ; 
and  from  1846  to  1857  it  was  13  7.10  hectolitres  per  hectare.  In  comparing 
the  first  of  these  periods  with  the  last,  we  find  that  the  mean  increase  of  yield 
was  about  3  hectolitres  per  hectare,  or  at  the  rate  of  3  16.100  bushels  per  acre. 
The  increase  of  yield  per  hectare  from  1815  to  1858  was  7  97.100  hectolitres, 
or  9  15.100  Winchester  bushels,  per  acre. 

Here  the  question  naturally  presents  itself,  Hotc  and  by  what  means  has  this 
extraordinary  increase  been  brought  about  ?  The  subject  is  worthy  of  investi- 
gation, and  might  prove  of  great  value  to  the  older  settlements  of  the  United 
States,  where  the  wheat  crops  have  been  falling  off  for  the  last  fifty  years.  The 
French  government,  ever  awake  to  its  material  interests,  hearing  of  this  circum- 
stance, in  order  to  guard  against  any  similar  calamity  which  might  in  future 
occur  in  their  own  country,  despatched  a  special  commissioner  to  America  some 
six  or  seven  years  ago  to  inquire  into  the  cause.  In  a  similar  manner  it  be- 
hooves OS  to  study  the  cause  of  the  increase  yield  of  wheat  in  France,  and  com- 
municate the  result  to  the  Patent  Office  in  a  special  report. 
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Table  shmoing  the  breadth  of  culture,  yields  and  amount  of  wheat  'prodvceA  in 
France  Jrom  the  year  1815  to  1858,  inclusive. 


Yeare. 


Area  sown. 


Amount  imi vested.      {  Ave'ue  yield 
per  beet  ire. 


1815. 

1816. 

1817. 

1818. 

1819. 

1820. 

1821. 

1822. 

1823. 

1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

1829. 

1830. 

1831. 

1832. 

1833. 

1834. 

1835. 

1836. 

1837. 

1838. 

1839. 

1840 

1841. 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1849. 

1850. 

1851. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

1857. 

1858. 


Hectares. 
4,591,677 
4,  472,  260 
4,  672,  305 
4,  623,  262 


4,  683,  788 
4,  753,  079 
4,  797,  810 
4,  854,  816 
4,  884,  232 
4,  854, 1^9 
4,  895,  088 
4.  902,  981 

4.  948, 130 
5,024,488 
5,011,704 
5,111,155 
5, 159.  759 
5,242,779 

5,  302,  748 
5,  338,  043 
5,  284,  807 
5,  407,  868 
5,  460,  749 
5,  384,  288 
5,  531,  782 
5,  562,  668 
5,576,110 
5,  664,  105 
5.  679,  337 
5,  743,  135 
5,  936,  908 
5,979,311 
5,  973,  377 
5,  966,  153 
5,951,384 

5.  999,  376 

6,  090,  049 
6,  210,  605 
6,  408,  238 
6,  419,  330 
6,  468,  236 
6,  593,  530 
6,  639,  688 


JleetUdra. 
39,  460,  971 

43,  316,  694 
47,  984,  044 
52,  697,  927 
59,  841,  150 

44,  347,  720 
58,  219,  268 
50,  856,  707 

58,  676,  862 
61,788,972 
61,  035,  177 

59,  621,  917 
56,  785.  944 
58,  823,  512 
64,  285,  521 
^2,  782,  008 
56,  429,  694 
80, 089. 016 

66,  073,  141 
61,981,226 
71,697,484 

63,  583,  725 

67,  915,  534 
67,  743,  571 

64,  079,  532 
80,880,411 
71,463,681 
71,314,220 
73,  650,  509 
82,  454,  845 
71,963,280 

60,  696,  968 
97,611,140 
87,  994,  435 
90,  791,  712 
87,  986,  788 

85,  986,  232 

86,  065,  386 
63,  709.  638 
97,194,271 
72,  936,  726 
85.  308,  953 

110,  426,  462 
109,  989,  747 


httiolure*. 

8.59 

9.73 

10.27 

11.40 


9.47 
12.25 
10.60 
12.80 
12.65 
12.57 
12.18 
11.58 
11.80 
12.79 
10.53 
11.40 
15.52 
12.60 
11.68 
13.43 
12.30 
12.56 
12.41 
11.90 
14.62 
12.67 
12.79 
13.00 
14.52 
12.57 
10.23 
16.32 
14.73 
15.21 
14.78 
14.33 
14.13 
10.26 
15.17 
11.36 
13.19 
16.75 
16.56 


yoTE.^^De  hectare  is  equal  to  nearly  2^  acres,  (2.47114;)  one  hectolitre  la  equal  to 
Mboat  2  bushels,  3  peckti,  and  3  quarts,  (2  83791.)  'WlncVveftlttt  mc\^sM\e 
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St.  Qubntinb,  France,  October  15,  1861. 

Sir:  After  passing  a  short  time  in  this  part  of  France,  for  the  purpose  of  a 
farther  investigation  of  the  linen  trade  and  manufacture,  I  intend  to  spend  a 
few  days  in  Prussia,  directly  after  which  I  expect  to  be  able  to  make  out  a 
report.  The  first  of  January  is  the  time  designated  for  me  to  report,  in  my 
instructions  from  the  Patent  Office,  which  will  be  done  according  to  my  best 
ability.  As  duplicates  will  be  required,  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  ob- 
taining some  assistance,  which  I  trust  the  office  will  be  willing  to  pay  for.  I 
will  make  said  expense  as  little  as  possible.  I  would  not  ask  this  were  not  my 
mj  labors  so  arduous,  and  my  personal  expenditures  so  large. 

I  would  remind  you  that  I  was  requested  to  make  exchanges  for  the  Patent 
Office  with  the  governments  and  societies  of  Europe  for  statistical  and  agricul- 
tural works,  which  I  have  done  in  several  places,  and  in  two  instances  have 
received  the  publications,  and  am  waiting  for  the  office  to  provide  means  or 
mistructions  to  forward  them  to  the  United  States.  These  documents  are 
numerous  and  bulky,  and  will  occupy  several  cubic  feet  when  packed,  and 
consequently  will  be  attended  with  charges  which  it  will  not  be  expected 
I  am  to  pay.  Please  to  inform  me  what  I  am  to  do  in  this  case,  and  whether 
and  when  the  Patent  Office  will  forward  sets  (mechanical  and  agricultural,)  as 
complete  as  practicable,  of  the  reports.  The  following  are-  the  parties  with 
whom  arrangements  have  been  made  : 

'*  London  Statistical  Society,  No.  12  St.  James's  square,  London,  England. 
**  Minister  of  the  interior,  Brussels,  Belgium." 

The  Patent  Office  reports  can  be  forwarded  to  the  United  States  legations  of 
London  and  Brussels,  through  the  despatch  bags  from  the  Department  of  State  at 
Washington.  The  reports  of  the  London  Statistical  Society,  perhaps,  could  be 
Knt  in  the  despatch  bags  at  London ;  but  the  documents  at  Brussels  will  re- 
quire a  large  case,  requiring  to  be  shipped  from  Antwerp  or  Osterid. 

As  Mr.  Mcllwrath,  of  the  linen  trade  committee  of  Belfast,  has  not  sent  the 
circular 9,  as  he  agreed,  I  do  not  feel  as  though  I  am  under  immediate  obligation 
to  send  our  reports. 

Hoping  that  I  shall  hear  from  you  soon,  I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

D.  JAY  BROWNE. 

Hon.  D.  P.  HoLLOWAY, 

Commissioner  of  Patents,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  Browne  was  recalled  by  a  letter  dated  the  26th  of  March,  1862 ;  his 
•enrice  commenced  on  the  16th  of  April,  1861. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Browne  complied  with  the  instructions  he  received 
as  far  as  time  permitted.  Had  he  been  allowed  to  prosecute  the  objects  of  his 
mission  he  would  have  accomplished,  beyound  a  doubt,  a  valuable  work  for  the 
country.  In  addition  to  the  special  duties  assigned  to  him,  he  collected  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  statistical  information  on  the  "  Production,  consumption, 
and  economy  of  food,"  but  for  the  want  of  time  was  unable  to  prepare  a  report. 
He  also  collected  valuable  information  in  regard  to  the  culture  of  grapes  and  the 
manufacture  of  wine. 

Mr.  Browne,  on  his  departure  from  Washington,  soon  afler  his  appointment, 
in  April,  1861,  conformably  to  the  previous  usage  of  the  Patent  Office,  received 
as  advance  pay  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  ;  and  at  some  period  subse- 
quent to  September  2,  1861,  he  received  a  like  and  the  only  additional  amount 
of  compensation  to  which  he  was  entitled  for  the  term  of  one  year.  Some  time 
previous  to  April  1,  1862,  he  drew  for  fifteen  hundred  dollars  more,  as  advance 
compensation  for  another  six  months,  the  payment  of  which  was  refused. 
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Ill  referring  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  inquiring  **  what  benefit  the  agri- 
cultural and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  country  have  derived  or  are  likely 
to  derive  from  Mr.  Browne's  agency,"  it  may  be  stated  that,  in  the  highly  inter- 
esting paper  in  the  agricultui-al  report  of  1861,  there  will  be  found  much  prac- 
tical and  important  information  for  those  who  are  engaged  in  or  are  about  to 
embark  in  the  culture  and  manufacture  of  flax,  which,  if  carefully  studied  and 
followed,  doubtless  will  load  to  beneficial  results. 


© 


37th  Conorbss.  \       HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Ex.   Doc. 
%dSe$si(m.       t  (     No.  54. 


THE  PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  MEXICO. 


MESSAGE 

FBOXTHB 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


iir  AmwxsTO 


Rndutum  of  the  House  of  5th  Decefnher  last,  transmitting  information  upon 
the  present  condition  of  Mexico. 


Fbiuabt  7,  1863. — ^Beferred  to  the  Ck>mmHtee  on  Foreign  Afbln,  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  5th 
December  last,  requesting  information  upon  the  present  condition  of  Mexico,  I 
tensmit  a  report  £rom  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  papers  bj  which  it  was 
accompanied. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
Washington,  February  4,  1863. 


Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  February  4,  1863. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Repreflentatives  of  the  5th  of  December,  1862,  requesting  the  President,  **  if  not 
ineompatible  with  the  public  interest,  to  communicate  to  this  house  any  letters 
Off  the  Mexican  minister  at  Washington,  or  other  correspondence  or  information 
in  possession  of  the  government,  relative  to  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in 
Mexico,*'  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  the  papers  mentioned  in  the 
Rxbjoined  list. 

Respectfolly  submitted. 

WILLIAM  H,  SE^AM>. 
The  Fbbsidbnt. 
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Documents  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  relative  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  Corwin  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Feb.        22,  1 S62. 

Same  to  same > March     20,  1S62. 

Same  to  same March     24,  1862. 

Same  to  same,  (with  six  enclosures) March     28,  1862. 

Same  to  same April       ZS,  1 862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Corwin May        10,  1862. 

Same  to  same May        2S,  1862. 

Mr.  Corwin  to  Mr.  Seward May        20,  1 862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Corwin June         7,  1862. 

Same  to  same June       24,  1862. 

Mr.  Corwin  to  Mr.  Sewaid  .'^.*. June         3,  1862. 

Same  to  same,  (with  four  enclosures) June       28,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Corwin July        14.  1862. 

Mr.  Corwin  to  Mr.  Seward July        11,  1862. 

Same  to  same,  (with  eleven  enclosures) July        28,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Corwin August   23,  1862. 

Mr.  Corwin  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  four  enclosures) August   28,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Corwin Sept.       15,  1862. 

Mr.  Corwin  to  Mr.  Seward Sept.       28,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Corwin October  21,  1862. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  thirteen  enclosures) May       10,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero,  (with  two  enclosures) May       12,  1862. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) May       18,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero May       29,  1862. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  twelve  enclosures) June         2,  1862. 

Same  to  same,  (with  one  enclosure) June         8,  1862. 

Same  to  same,  (with  four  enclosures) June       18,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero June       21,  1862. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  foinrteen  enclosures) June       28,  1862. 

Same  to  same,  (with  ten  enclosures) July        31,  1862. 

Same  to  same,  (with  seven  enclosures) August  26,  1862. 

Same  to  same,  (with  two  enclosures) August   31,  1862. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Sept.         6,  1S02. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Sept.       12,  1862. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) Sept.       16,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero October  16,  1862. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  thirteen  enclosures) October    2,  1862. 

Same  to  same,  (with  eight  enclosures) October  20,  1862. 

Same  to  same,  (with  six  enclosures) October  31,  1862. 

Same  to  sathe,  (with  eighteen  enclosures) Nov.       25,  1862. 

3Ir,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.       25,  1862. 

Mr,  Bomero  to  Mr.  Soward ^w,      25, 1862. 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Nov.  30,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero : Dec.  3,  1862. 

Same  to  same,  (with  three  enclosures) Dec.  8,  1862. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) Dec.  16,  1862. 

Same  to  same Dec.  27,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Jan.  7,  1863. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  fourteen  enclosures) Jan.  8,  1863. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Jan.  22,  1863. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Jan.  26,  1863. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Jan.  27,  1863. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  eighteen  enclosures) Jan.  28,  1863. 

Same  to  same,  (with  one  enclosure) Jan.  29,  1863. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Jan.  30,  1863. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) Sept.  13,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Sept.  30,  1862. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) Nov.  20,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.  28,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Smith Nov.  28,  1862. 

Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Seward Nov.  29,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Dec.  2,  1862. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Dec.  25,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Jordan Jan.  8,  1863. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero,  (with  three  enclosures) Jan.  15,  1863. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Jan.  20,  1863. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Jan.  21,  1863. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) June  23,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero,  (with  one  enclosure)". July  14,  1862. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward Julj  14,  1862. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward May  23,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams 1 June  7,  1862. 

Same  to  same July  8,  1862. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward August  1 ,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams Sept.  15,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton May  8,  1862. 

Same  to  same May  12,  1862. 

Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward June  5,  1862. 

Same  to  same June  13,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton June  21,  1862. 

Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) June  28,  1862. 

Same  to  same July  9,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton August  23,  1862. 

Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward August  8,  1862. 

Same  to  same October    6, 1862. 

Same  to  same,  (with  one  enclosure) October  23,  1862. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton Nov.  10,  1862. 

Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  tbree  eDclosures) March  15,  1862. 

Same  to  same April  15,  1862. 

Same  to  same,  (with  two  endosores) May  25,  1862. 

Same  to  same May  30,  1862. 

Same  to  same July  7,  1862. 

Same  to  same August  1,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Perry. May  29,  1862. 

Same  to  same , June  23,  1862. 

Same  to  same June  24,  1862. 

Same  to  same July  31,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Kdemer August  25,  1862 

Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward. Feb.  12,  I862! 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Motley March  10,  1862. 

Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward May  28,  1862. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike June  21,  1862. , 

PART  II. 

Correspondence  relating  to  affairs  in  Mexico,  1862,  127  documents,  presented 
to  both  houses  of  Parliament  by  command  of  her  Miy esty. 

PART   III. 

Correspondence  relating  to  affairs  in  Mexico,  1862,  32  documents,  presented 
to  both  houses  of  Parliament  by  command  of  her  Majesty. 


CORRESPONDEICE. 


Mr.  Corwm  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  17.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  op  Amebica, 

Mexico,  February  22,  1862. 
Sir.         •••••••••••• 

The  president  has  this  moment  sent  the  "  oficial  major"  of  the  state  depart- 
ment to  inform  me  that  the  preliminary  treaty  alluded  to  in  my  despatch  (No.  16) 
has  been  signed— embracing  the  three  propositions  named  in  that  despatch.  It 
is  further  stipulated  that  the  allied  troops  may  remove  their  encampment  firom 
the  sickly  climate  of  Vera  Cruz,  .and  establish  themselves  in  Orizaba,  Cordova, 
tDd  Tehuacan ;  and  as  soon  as  they  leave  their  encampment  at  Vera  Cruz,  the 
Mexican  flag  shall  be  hoisted  there,  and  Mexican  jurisdiction  restored.  The 
commissioners  of  the  three  powers  are  to  meet  the  commissioners  of  Mexico,  at 
Orizaba,  to  arrange  definite  treaties  with  each  of  them.  Thus  the  European 
intervention,  with  a  small  degree  of  prudence  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  will  end 
in  entire  satisfaction  of  all  foreign  claims,  and  produce  substantial  good  to  this 
eountrj. 

THOMAS  COEWIN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaU  of  ike  UnUed  States,  Woihingtom 


R.  Preciat  to  N.  L.  Wilson. 


A,  with  No.  17.|  United  States  Consulate, 

Campeche,  January  9,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  on  the  fifth  of  this  month  to  receive  your  official  note 
as  consul  of  the  United  States  in  the  city  of  Tabasco,  informing  me  of  your 
desire  of  being  acquainted  with  anythmg  that  may  happen  in  this  port  relative 
to  the  southern  vessels  that  can  have  any  commercial  operations  against  the 
government  which  we  both  serve.  I  feel  it  my  duty,  sir,  in  this  intelligence,  to 
inform  you  that  we  have  only  had  in  our  port  (since  the  south  and  north  are 
divided)  one  small  schooner,  the  Lizzie  Mezik,  arriving  in  a  very  bad  state,  and 
having  lost  at  sea  one  mast,  bringing,  nevertheless,  the  whole  of  her  cargo.  I 
could  not  have  any  kind  of  intervention  in  this  affair. 

The  government  of  this  state  disposed,  at  petition  of  the  captain,  of  said 
schooner,  that  the  whole  cargo  should  be  transported  off  on  a  Mexican  schooner, 
the  Amita,  which  has  sailed  for  Havana  a  few  days  a^o.  Said  schooner  sailed 
from  MobUe  with  direction  to  Havana,  but  was  obliged,  as  I  have  said  before,  to 
arrive  at  this  port  on  account  of  the  bad  state  of  the  vessel.  She  still  lays  in 
our  port,  and  bears  the  flag  of  the  southern  confederation. 

It  will  be  with  the  ^atest  pleasure,  sir,  that  I  will  keep  a  constant  corres- 
pondence with  you,  and  I  hope  you  will  honor  me  at  every  opportunity  with 
.  some  of  the  commercial  and  political  afiairs  of  Tabasco. 
I  am«  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

R.  PRECIAT, 
Vnked  States  Contul. 
N.  L.  Wilson,  Esg., 

IMudSUiUf  Qmsui,  Tadoico. 


I 
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Mr.  Carunn  to  Mr,  Setoard. 

No.  18.J  Legation  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Mexico,  March  20,  1862 

Sir  :  Yesterday  I  received  your  despatch  No.  37.  The  first  of  the  two  cou- 
ditions  upon  which  a  loan  may  be  made,  as  set  forth  in  your  despatch,  I  have 
reason  to  fear  will  be  very  difficult  of  arrangement. 

I  have  understood  that  both  France  and  England  have  declined  to  accept 
our  proffered  guarantee,  alleging  as  a  reason  that  they  deem  it  improper  to  com- 
plicate their  Mexican  affairs  with  those  of  any  other  government.  Acting  on 
this  state  of  fact,  the  Mexican  government  proposed  to  me  that  they  could  afford 
to  part  with  enough  of  their  revenue  to  secure  the  interest  on  their  foreign  debt, 
provided  when  this  was  done  they  could  be  sure  of  the  aid  of  our  credit  to  them 
of  a  given  sum,  to  be  paid  in  such  payments  as  the  exigencies  of  their  govern- 
ment might  require.  With  a  view  to  comply  with  their  request,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  get  rid  of  intervention  by  the  allies,  I  so  arranged  the  treaty  (a  copy  of 
which  I  sent  to  the  department)  that  the  whole  amount  to  be  loaned  should  be 
paid  to  Mexico  at  such  times  and  in  such  amounts  as  to  avoid  the  probability  of 
a  bad  use  being  made  of  these  funds.  The  payments  would  have  been  so  small 
that  the  actud  and  proper  necessities  of  the  government  would  absorb  them. 
But  I  shall  await  the  action  of  the  Senate  before  I  agree  to  any  proposition  that 
may  be  submitted  to  me. 

As  you  will  have  seen  a  preliminary  treaty  has  been  made,  a  copy  of  the 
articles  is  herewith  enclosed.  I  have  the  strongest  assurances  that  the  English 
and  SpauL^h  commissioners  are  determined  to  "  adhere  to  the  text  of  the  triple 
treaty,"  and  the  copy  of  the  preliminary  arrangement  seems  to  give  proof  of 
the  sincerity  of  this  declaration.  But  while  I  rely  strongly  on  these  assurances, 
coupled  with  the  acts  of  the  commissioners  to  which  I  refer,  I  cannot  understand 
how  these  friendly  acts  consist  with  the  sending  of  6,000  additional  troops  here 
after  the  Emperor  has  been,  or  might  have  been,  fully  informed  of  all  that  has 
been  done  or  said  here.  It  is  possibly  capable  of  explanation  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  a  better  treaty  for  France  may  be  made  in  the  presence  of  these  troops 
than  could  be  obtained  in  their  absence. 

Thus  far  not  a  hostile  gun  has  been  fired ;  and  the  troops  now  here  are 
quartered  in  healthy  positions,  and  are  said  to  be  the  guests  of  Mexico.  Nego- 
tiations are  to  open  at  Orizaba  on  the  fifteenth  of  April.  It  will  be  easy  to 
know  the  ultimate  end  of  this  enterprise  when  the  propositions  of  the  allies,  in 
detail,  are  submitted.  It  is  not  imprcbable  that  tiie  recent  northern  victories 
may  have  some  influence  in  mitigating  the  rigorous  demands  of  Spain,  and 
perhaps  of  France  also.  I  speak  from  a  very  careful  investigation  made  by 
myself,  when  1  say  that  the  money  demands  of  England  are  in  the  main,  if 
not  altogether,  just.  I  am  not  surprised  that  her  patience  is  exhausted.  Those 
of  France  are  comparatively  small,  very  small,  so  far  as  they  arise  out  of  previous 
treaties;  and  those  dependant  on  claims  of  more  recent  date,  and  not  included 
in  former  treaties,  are,  as  presented,  so  encjrmously  unjust  as  to  be  totally  in- 
admissable  as  to  the  amounts  claimed.  The  treaty  with  Spain  made  by  Greneral 
Almonte  is  said  to  be  an  outrageous  fraud,  but  I  know  nothing  of  the  facts  except 
from  report — too  vague  to  be  relied  on  All  those  are  now  to  undergo  a  scrutiny, 
which  I  hope  may  end  in  a  reasonably  just  arrangement. 

•         ••••••••••• 

I  shall  write  more  fully  by  the  courier,  via  Vera  Cruz,  who  leaves  on  the  25th 
instant. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  CORWIN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

,SccreUiri/  of  State  of  ike  United  Statu,  Wa«A?ing«m,  D.  C. 
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Mr,  Cartoin  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  19.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  of  America. 

Mexico,  March  24,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  avail  mjself  of  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Bennet,  who  leaves  at  four  o'clock 
tu-morrow  morning,  to  advise  you  of  the  present  state  of  affairs  hero. 

The  allies  are  encamped  in  healthy  positions  on  the  table-land  between  Vera 
Cruz  and  Mexico.  When  the  additional  French  troops  arrive  they  will  have  in 
this  country  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  troops. 

The  conditions  upon  which  I  am  instructed  to  aid  Mexico  will  forbid  me  to 
do  anything  which  Mexico  can  accept,  for  the  following  reasons :  First.  If  (as  I 
am  instructed)  the  allies  are  to  be  satisfied  and  leave,  before  the  desired  aid  is 
given,  the  public  lands  and  church  property  will  have  to  be  given  to  them  as 
security  for  the  performance  of  treaty  stipulations,  so  that  the  United  States 
then  would  have  no  security  for  any  loan  of  either  her  credit  or  money,  and  I 
have  not  yet  been  authorized  to  advance  either  mon6y  or  credit  upon  the  national 
fiiith  of  Mexico.  Secondly.  Mexico  wants  money  nowt  pending  negotiations 
with  the  allies. 

These  allies  have  said  they  come  here  to  establish  order  and  restore  peace. 
They  wait  only  for  a  plausible  reason,  or  perhaps  a  pretext,  to  interpose  their 
armies  on  one  side  or  the  other.  Since  they  landed,  the  various  insurrectionary 
chiefs  have  united  all  their  forces,  ntmibering  about  three  thousand  men.  They 
are  said  now  to  be  at  Yguala,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  this  city. 
To  subdue  these  guerrillas  effectually,  men,  and  consequently  money,  are  wanted; 
and  this  money  cannot  be  raised  here  without  resorting  to  forced  loans,  and  the 
fear  of  this  has  caused  those  having  money,  for  the  last  two  years,  to  send  their 
money  and  effects  out  of  the  reach  of  the  government.  If,  then,  this  fragment 
of  the  church  party  is  not  put  down  very  soon,  it  is  feared  France,  and  perhaps 
Bpain,  will  unite  in  restoring  it  to  power,  and  their  reason  given  to  the  world 
will  be  that  peace  must  be  given  to  disturbed  Mexico,  and  this  was  their  mis- 
sion. 

If  Mexico  were  able  now  to  keep  up  her  forces  on  the  line  to  Vera  Cruz,  and 
pursue  the  united  forces  of  the  church  party  with  effect,  then  the  allies  nor 
either  of  them  could  have  no  apology  for  armed  interference. 

My  fear  is  that  if  the  allies  ever  take  the  field  to  establish  a  government  here 
that  Mexico  will  henceforth  be  a  European  colony  in  fact.  If  they  should,  by 
treaty,  get  control  of  all  the  public  lands,  the  same  effect  will,  though  not  cer- 
tainly, yet  probably,  follow. 

We  have  a  rumor  here  that  New  Orleans  has  surrendered  to  the  north.    I 
fear  it  is  not  true,  though  from  intelligence  recently  received  here  from  the  armies 
of  the  west  I  had  hoped  New  Orleans  would  soon  be  in  our  hands. 
I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  COEWIN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  ike  United  State* ^  Washiyigton,  2>.  C, 
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Mr.  Cortcin  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  20.]  Lboation  op  tub  United  States  op  Ambbica, 

Mexico,  March  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  monthlj  British  courier  offers  a  safe  conveyance  to  Vera  Gmz,  of 
which  I  avail  myself  to  advise  the  department  of  passing  events  here. 

Since  my  last  despatch  a  dispute  has  arisen  between  the  allies  and  Mexico, 
concerning  the  possession  of  the  custom-house  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  disposition 
of  the  revenue  accruing  there.  Unfortunately,  nothing  was  said  or  agreed  on 
touching  this  point  in  the  preliminary  treaty,  a  copy  of  which  I  sent  some  time 
since  to  the  department.  Two  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  a  week 
ago,  went  to  Orizaba,  to  meet  Sir  G.  Wycke  and  Greneral  Prim,  to  endeavor  to 
arrange  this  matter.  I  have  this  moment  learned  by  telegraph  from  Puebla 
that  the  commissioners  are  on  their  return  to  Mexico,  having  arranged  this  ques- 
tion to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  parties. 

Another  matter  threatening  disturbance  of  friendly  feeling  is  a  tax  of  two  per 
cent,  on  all  capital,  including  foreigners,  recently  levif^.  All  foreigners  here 
seem  to  think  that  property  owned  by  them  is  to  pay  no  taxes,  especially  if  they 
can  make  out  plausibly  that  such  tax  is,  in  their  own  favorite  phrase,  an  "extra- 
ordinary tax.''  The  [British,  Prussian,  and  French  ministers,  object  to  this  tax, 
and  write  angrily  and  vehemently  to  their  fellow  subjects  here,  as  well  as  to  the 
government,  against  it.  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  hold  a  different  opinion 
on  the  subject,  and  wrote  to  the  American  consul  at  Acapulco  (at  his  request) 
an  opinion,  giving  also  to  American  citizens  here  the  same  opinion.  I  send 
herewith  copies  of  my  correspondence  with  the  consul  at  Acapulco.  As  the 
arguments  of  the  other  foreign  ministers  on  this  subject  had  been  published  by 
themselves,  at  the  earnest  request  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  I  allowed  the 
government  to  publish  my  opinion  given  to  American  citizens  resident  here. 

I  hope  the  course  I  have  judged  it  proper  to  take  in  this  business  may  meet 
the  approval  of  your  department.  It  has  brought  upon  me  the  universal  censure 
of  all  foreign  residents  here,  including  our  own  Americans,  who,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, look  upon  Mexico  as  a  place  wherein  to  make  their  fcMunes  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  and  carry  them  to  some  other  country  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  here  expressed  much  regret  that  my  instructions 
in  your  despatch  No.  37  were  so  stringent  in  regard  to  the  terms  on  which  a 
loan  could  be  had  from  the  United  States.  This  government  wants  money  now 
more  than  it  probably  will  a  year  or  two  hence.  Its  great  efibrt  now  is  to  show 
the  allies  that  they  are  able  to  crush  out  the  remnant  of  the  reactionaiy  bands 
that  still  roam  over  the  country,  dashing  into  the  more  fruitful  and  well  culti- 
vated portions  of  it  unexpectedly,  robbing  and  assassinating  wherever  they  go,  for 
a  brief  time,  and  then  suddenly  retreating  to  some  of  the  inaccessible  mountain 
holds  which  abound  in  this  country.  The  reactionary  chiefs  yet  remaining, 
aware  of  this  necessity  of  the  government,  recently  united  all  their  forces,  num- 
bering about  three  thousand.  An  expedition  was  set  on  foot  by  the  government 
designed  to  surround  and  capture  or  kill  this  entire  force.  Five  thousand  men 
were  assembled  for  this  purpose,  and  I  know  they  were  detained  here  for  a  whole 
week,  for  want  of  funds  to  H^d  them  on  their  march.  The  requisite  amount  was 
onlv  obtained  five  days  since,  by  a  forced  loan.  During  this  time  the  minister 
of  foreign  relations  frequently  assured  me  he  could  raise  this  money  from  capi- 
talists here  readily,  if  he  coidd  assure  them  that  a  loan  of  a  few  millions  was  to 
be  expected  from  the  United  States.  It  is  quite  impossible  for  any  one,  not 
having  the  knowledge  which  I  have  acquired  by  one  year's  close  observation, 
to  estimate  the  depth  to  which  the  exhausted  resources  of  this  country  has  fallen 
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hj  forty  years  of  civil  war,  and  our  own  invasion  and  conquests  in  1847  and 
1848.  Now  when  three  powerful  nations  are  here,  threatening  to  precipitate  half 
of  Europe  upon  them  unless  they  treat  on  terms  such  as  they  dictate,  Mexico, 
with  all  her  faults  and  follies,  is  an  object  ^f  sympathy  to  all  who  regret  to  see 
weakness  trampled  in  the  dust  by  strength.  I  do  not  believe  that  some  of  the 
allies  intend  to  deal  harshly  with  Mexico,  but  I  am  not  satisfied  that  this  is  either 
the  feeling  or  intention  of  one  at  least  of  the  three  p<»wers.  More  light  will  be 
tbiown  upon  the  point  by  the  events  of  the  next  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  COEWIN. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  Waehingtcn,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Van  Brunt  to  Mr,  Carwin. 


C 1,  with  No.  20.]         Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Acapulco,  February  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  There  has  been  published  at  this  port  a  decree  of  the  general  govern- 
ment  of  Mexico,  authorizing  a  tax  of  two  per  cent  on  all  property,  whe^er 
native  or  foreign. 

I  send  an  especial  courier  to  know  your  opinion  on  the  same  for  my  guid- 
ance* as  I  shall  be  called  upon  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  protection 
in  ease  the  tax  be  enforcea,  which  has  not  been  at  the  present  writmg,  but  I 
kave  authority  to  state  will  be,  and  believe  is  only  deferred  by  the  presence  of 
a  United  States  vessel-of-war  in  port,  whose  protection  I  shall  seek  in  case  the 
necessity  arrives  to  stay  proceedings  until  I  have  your  reply. 

I  would  state  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  have  a  large  amount  of 
valuable  property  here,  and  this  tax  would  fall  heavily  and  injuriously  on 
them,  this  being  merely  their  depot,  granted  to  them  by  the  general  govern- 
ment as  such.     « 

By  the  wording  of  the  decree,  it  would  &11  upon  them  equally  with  others. 

Beirgiug  a  speedy  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re«pectfully, 

^^  D.  B.  VAN  BRUNT, 

United  States  Cantul. 

Hon.  Thos.  Corwin, 

United  States  Minister,  Mexico. 


Mr.  Corwin  to  Mr.  Van  Brunt. 

C  2,  with  No.  20.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Mexico,  March  6,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  February,  asking  my 
opinion  as  to  the  legality  of  the  tax  of  two  per  cent,  on  all  capital  owned  by 
citizens  or  foreigners  in  Mexico. 

I  have  careMly  considered  the  subject  some  time  since,  and  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  American  citizens  are  obliged  to  pay  this  tax.  Congress, 
at  its  last  session,  by  a  decree  of  that  body,  conferred  upon  the  cabinet  all  the 
powers  of  government,  legislative  and  executive.  I  have  entertained  serious 
doubts  whether,  under  the  constitution,  this  act  was  valid;  but  on  full  consid- 
eration, I  am  satisfied  that  is  a  question  ioT  the  supreme  judicial  auxlionly  \  aa^ 
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as  the  present  goYernment  is  accepted  as  the  only  legitimate  one,  and  been  so 
recognized  by  all  foreign  powers  represented  here,  its  acts  mnst  be  regarded  as 
legal,  and  binding  upon  the  citizens  of  all  nations  resident  in  or  claiming  prop- 
erty within  the  territory  of  Mexico. 

The  taxing  power  is  one  belonging  to  all  organized  governments,  without 
which  it  is  obvious  no  political  organization  could  exist.  The  limits  of  this 
power  over  foreigners  axe  fixed  either  by  the  law  of  nations  or  bv  treaty. 

National  law  on  this  point  is  positive  and  universally  recognized  by  all  modem 
writers. 

One  of  the  most  accurate  and  learned  treaties  in  modem  times  on  national 
law  has  thus  defined  this  power:  "Every  independent  state  is  entitled  to 
the  exclusive  power  of  legislation  in  respect  to  the  personal  rights  and  civil 
state  and  condition  of  its  citizens,  and  in  respect  to  all  real  and  personal  pro- 
perty situated  within  its  territory t  whether  belonging  to  citizens  or  aliens  " — 
(See  Wheaton's  International  Law,  page  112,  part  II,  chapter  II,'  section  1.) 

The  legislative  power  here  given  over  the  property  of  foreigners  has  always 
been  considered  as  including  the  power  to  tax  the  property  of  foreigners.  It 
has  been  the  constant  practice  of  the  United  States  government,  as  well  as  the 
governments  of  the  separate  States,  to  tax  the  property  of  foreigners  just  as 
they  tax  the  property  of  citizens.  This  power  may,  however,  be  limited  by 
treaty.  The  only  treaty  stipulation  on  this  subject  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico  is  to  be  found  in  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1831,  which  is 
now  in  full  force,  that  treaty  having  been  revived  by  the  treaty  of  1848.  That 
article  reads  as  follows:  "The  citizens  of  both  countries,  respectively,  shall  be 
exempt  from  compulsory  service  in  the  army  or  navy ;  nor  shall  they  he  sub- 
jected to  any  other  charges  or  contributions  or  taxes  than  such  as  are  paid  by 
the  citizens  of  the  States  in  which  they  reside,** 

This  treaty,  in  my  judgment,  obliges  citizens  of  Mexico  resident  in  the 
United  States  to  pay  in  the  United  States  all  **  charges  or  contributions,  or 
taxes'*  which  are  paid  there  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  as  clearly 
binds  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  resident  in  Mexico  to  pay  all  ''charges 
or  contributions t  or  taxes**  which  are  paid  here  by  the  citizens  of  Mexico.  If, 
therefore,  a  Mexican  citizen  is  bound  by  law  to  pay  this  tax,  then,  by  the  treaty 
of  1831,  the  American  citizen  resident  here  is  bound  to  pay  it  also.  The  treaty 
makes  no  distinction  between  ordinary  and  extraordinary  taxes,  between  local 
or  general  taxes.  I  have  no  doubt  that  at  this  moment  taxes  that  may  well  be 
termed  "  extraordinary"  are  levied,  both  by  the  federal  and  State  goverments, 
in  the  United  States,  which  operate  alike  upon  the  property  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  and  Mexicans  resident  there. 

With  these  views,  I  cannot  consent  to  any  forcible  opposition  to  the  payment 
of  this  tax  on  the  part  of  American  citizens.  The  citizens  of  other  govern- 
ments will  regulate  their  conduct  by  the  opinions  of  their  own  diplomatic  repre- 
sentatives. The  tax  may  be  too  high,  or  it  may  be  in  other  respects  impolitic ; 
but  these  are  questions  to  be  determined  by  the  power  having  the  right  to  tax. 
So  long  as  American  citizens  are  taxed  in  the  same  way  as  Mexican  citizens,  I 
am  satisfied  that,  under  our  treaty  with  Mexico,  to  which  I  have  already  referred, 
the  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  interfere  to  shield  American  citizens 
from  the  payment  of  such  tax.  If  other  nations  have  treatfes  forbidding  such 
taxation  on  their  citizens  here,  of  which  I  am  not  aware,  all  that  can  be  said  is 
that  they  are  more  fortunate  than  the  United  States  in  this  respect.  Our  citi- 
zens, in  common  with  citizens  of  Mexico,  may  remonstrate  in  respectful  terms 
against  this  tax  as  being  onerous  or  impolitic,  but  they  can  claim  no  exemption 
from  its  payment  which  a  Mexican  citizen  might  not  claim  with  equal  propriety. 

As  to  the  steamship  company's  property,  no  part  of  it  afloat  is  subject  to 
taxation.    Only  land,  nouses,  or  other  property  located  on  Mexican  soil  within 
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ike  territorial  limits  of  the  Mexican  repnblic,  can  be  snbject  to  this  or  any  other 
tax  levied  by  the  Mexican  government,  whether  state  or  national. 

If,  however,  any  American  citizen  shall  believe  that  he  is  not  bound  to  pay 
this  tax,  he  can  pay  it  under  protest  and  make  it  the  subject  of  reclamation  u 
he  chooses,  but  in  my  judgment  such  payment  would  form  no  just  ground  of 
daim  on  the  Mexican  government 

THOMAS  CORWIN. 
D.  B.  Van  Brunt,  Esq., 

United  States  CqmuI,  Acapuico. 


Mr.  Corwin  to  SeHar  Dohlado. 


C  3,  with  No.  20.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States  of  America, 

Mexico,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  United  States  consul  at  Acapulco,  with  reference  to  the  tax  of  two  per 
cent,  lately  levied  by  the  Mexican  government.  The  undersigned  also  encloses 
hia  reply  to  this  letter,  in  order  that  your  excellency  may  know  the  advice 
which  he  has  given  to  the  Americans  residing  in  this  republic.  Similar  letters 
bave  been  sent  by  the  undersigned  to  other  American  consuls  in  different  parts 
of  Mexico.  But  as  Sir  Charles  Wycke,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  representative  in 
Mexico,  has  addressed  to  the  undersigned  a  private  letter  from  Vera  Cruz,  re- 

2ae8tinff  him  to  remonstrate  against  the  coUection  of  this  tax  from  foreigners, 
e  would  be  glad  if  your  excellency  would  inform  him  what  course  the  Mexican 
government  proposes  to  pursue  in  reference  to  this  matter ;  whether  or  not  it 
proposes  to  collect  this  tax  from  foreigners  and  Mexicans  indiscriminately. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  his  high  con* 
sidenition. 

THOMAS  CORWIN. 
His  Excellency  El  Sn.  Don  Manuel  Doblado, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  Mexico, 


Mr.  JJohlado  to  Mr.  Corwin. 

{Translation  ] 

C  4 — ^Despatch  No.  20.]  National  Palace, 

Mexico,  March  12,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  relations,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  note  of  his  exceUency  Mr.  Thomas  Corwin,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  th<J  United  States  of  America,  dated  on  the  10th  instant,  and 
the  copies  which  he  encloses  of  a  communication  from  the  consul  for  Acapulco, 
in  relation  to  the  law  which  imposed  a  tax  of  two  per  cent,  upon  capitals,  and 
of  the  reply  which  his  excellency  was  pleased  to  make  to  him. 

The  undersized  has  not  failed  to  perceive  but  with  the  most  positive  satis- 
fiiction  the  prudence,  learning,  and  probity  of  his  excellency  Mr.  Uorwin,  in  the 
matter  under  consideration,  and  for  which  he  returns  to  him  his  most  sincere 
thanks.  And  in  reference  to  the  suggestion  of  his  excellency  Mr.  Wycke,  which 
has  also  been  p?irticularly  addressed  to  the  undersigned,  there  has  been  addressed 
to  him  in  reply  that  which  was  given  by  this  department  to  his  excellency  Mr. 
Wagner,  under  date  of  the  12th  of  January  last  past. 

In  replying  with  this  statement  to  the  aforementioned  note  of  hia  excelknc^ 
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Mr.  Gorwin,  it  is  gratifjing  to  the  ondersigiied  to  lenew  to  him  the  asBarances 
of  his  very  distinguish^  considenttion.     • 

MANUEL  DOBLADO. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Corwin, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  United  States  of  America* 


Mr,  Corwin  to  SeMor  Doblado, 

D  1,  with  No.  20.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Mexico,  March  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  the  negotiations  now  pending  between  the  governments  of  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  it  becomes  necessary  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  should  be  satisfied  on  the  following  points : 

First.  Can  l^e  United  States  make  a  loan  to  Mexico,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  relations  between  Mexico  and  the  allied  powers,  without  departing  from  the 
duties  of  a  neutral,  which  is  the  relation  my  government  now  sustains  towards 
the  three  powers  and  Mexico  in  the  conflict  now  existing  between  the  two  latter. 

To  resolve  this  proposition  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  the  present 
relations  of  Mexico  with  the  three  powers  is  one  of  war  or  peace.  If  the  former, 
then  a  loan  of  money  by  a  neutral  nation  to  one  of  the  belligerents,  to  be  used 
in  earning  on  a  war  against  the  other,  would  be  considered  a  violation  of  neu- 
tral obligations. 

If,  however,  the  present  relations  of  Mexico  with  Englandt  France  and  Spain 
are  not  of  a  warlike  character  according  to  international  law,  then  the  United 
States  government  would  be  perfectly  justified  in  making  the  loan  proposed,  and 
the  undersigned  is  authorized  to  assure  the  government  of  Mexico  that  it  would 
give  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  great  satisfaction  to  do  so.  The 
government  of  the  United  States,  as  is  well  known,  has  been  and  is  anxious  to 
do  everything  in  its  power  to  aid  Mexico  in  extricating  herself  from  the  difficul- 
ties which  have  brought  her  into  her  present  unhappy  relations  with  the  allied 
powers.  But  she  is  bound  by  obligations  which  she  cannot  disregard  to  main- 
tain peaceful  relations  with  those  powers.  For  these  reasons  I  have  to  ask  your 
excellency  to  state  in  what  light  the  Mexican  government  regards  her  present 
relations  with  the  allied  powers,  whether  they  are  that  of  peace  or  war,  or  whether 
the  present  state  of  things  is  merely  a  temporary  armistice,  which,  should  the 
proposed  negotiation  terminate  unfiEtvorably,  would  result  in  the  resumption  of 
warlike  operations  bj  both  parties. 

Should  your  excellency  be  able  to  satisfy  the  undersigned  on  these  points, 
then  it  is  indispensable  that  the  value  and  amount  of  the  lands  and  property 
proposed  to  be  hypothecated  by  Mexico  to  secure  the  pavment  to  the  United 
States  of  the  loan  proposed  should  be  authoritatively  maae  known,  in  a  form  as 
authentic  and  satisfactory  as  possible. 

Your  excellency  cannot  fail  to  perceive  and  estimate  truly  the  importance  of 
the  information  most  respectfully  asked  in  this  note,  in  facilitating  the  negotia- 
tion to  which  it  refers,  and  which  the  undersigned  is  most  anxious  to  bring  to  a 
speedy  and  favorable  conclusion. 

The  undersigned  takes  great  pleasure  in  renewing  to  your  excellency  the 
assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

THOMAS  CORWIN. 

His  Excellency  El  Sii.  Don  Manuel  Doblado, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Relations. 
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[Traiifllation.] 

D  2 — ^Despatch  No.  20.]  National  Palace, 

Mexico,  March  1  i,  1862. 

The  nndersiened,  minister  of  foreign  relations,  has  received  the  note  which 
his  excellency  Mr.  Corwin,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiarj  of 
die  United  States  of  America,  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  him  on  the  13th 
instant,  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  certain  points  relating  to  the  pending 
negotiations  between  the  government  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and  in 
reply  he  has  the  honor  to  inform  his  excellency  that  the  Mexican  government 
his  made  no  declaration  of  war  against  the  allied  powers,  and  that  after  the 
preliminaries  signed  at  La  Solcdad,  on  the  19th  day  of  the  past  month,  the  prob- 
atilities  of  a  peaceful  solution  of  the  pending  questions  have  so  increased  as 
to  become  a  fact. 

Thus,  therefore,  the  citizen  president  thinks  that  the  United  States  do  not 
fidl  in  the  obligations  of  a  neutml  nation  by  making  a  loan  to  Mexico,  the  more 
80  since  its  isnployment  can  never  be  shown  to  be  for  the  purposes  of  war,  and 
on  the  contrary,  this  aid  helps  the  government  of  the  republic  to  comply  with 
its  engagements,  and,  consequently,  to  fulfil  one  of  the  conditions  to  obtain  a 
firm  and  lasting  peace. 

With  respect  to  the  second  point  referred  to  in  the  note  now  being  replied 
to,  the  undersigned  cannot  transmit,  for  reasons  well  known  to  the  minister,  an 
arithmetical  statement  of  the  value  of  the  lands  and  property  of  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment, but  he  does  positively  state,  under  the  faith  of  an  official  communication, 
duU  those  values  exceed  by  far  that  of  the  loan  which  is  being  negotiated,  and 
that  they  fully  guarantee  the  same.  But  if  the  case  should  arise  ^at  any  sum 
should  be  wanting  the  Mexican  government  would  promptly  pay  it,  insuring 
the  same  now  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  his  excel* 
lency  Mr.  Thomas  Corwin  the  assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  consider- 


MANUEL  DOBLADO. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Corwln, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  United  States  qf  America. 


Mr.  Corwin  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Ho.  22.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Mexico,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  18th  of  this  month  I  sent  a  special  despatch  and  a  treaty  by 
Colonel  A.  C.  Allen.  Being  in  some  doubt  as  to  their  safety,  I  send  herewith 
a  duplicate  of  my  despatch.  Should  the  treaty  be  lost  it  can  be  easily  dupli- 
catea  here,  as  an  exact  copy,  already  ratified,  is  in  the*  archives  of  the  state 
department  in  this  city.  Nothing  has  occurred  which  changes  materially  the 
state  of  affairs  here  from  that  presented  in  my  letter  to  the  department  under 
date  of  the  16th  of  this  month. 

I  send,  with  these,  translated  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  three 
foreign  powers,  respectively,  and  this  government,  which  has  recently  been 
publish^  here.  This  presents  a  strange  and  certainly  unexpected  state  of  rela- 
tions between  Mexico  and  those  states  which  united  in  the  intervention  treaty 
at  London. 
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When  these  powers  came  here,  with  their  respective  contingents  of  land  and 
naval  forces,  they  held  out  the  olive  branch  to  Mexico,  and  it  was  at  once  ac- 
cepted. They  entered  into  the  preliminary  treaty,  a  copy  of  which  I  forwarded 
to  the  depattment.  They  jointly  acknowledged  the  existing  government  of 
Mexico,  and  agreed  to  meet  its  diplomatic  agents  on  the  15th  of  this  month  at 
Orizaba,  to  treat  of  their  respective  claims  against  Mexico.  About  the  8th  of 
this  month,  the  allies  differea  as  to  the  proper  construction  of  a  clause  in  the 
treaty  of  London,  and  agreed  that  each  paity  should  act  without  reference  to 
that  treaty. 

At  this  moment  the  English  and  Spanish  commissioners  are  in  conference  at 
f  nebla  with  General  Doblado,  the  present  minister  of  foreign  relations,  while 
the  French,  who  so  lately  with  the  other  two  powers  recognized  the  present  as 
the  legitimate  government  of  Mexico,  now  seem  willing  to  give  some  aid  to  Al- 
monte, who,  as  the  papers  which  accompany  this  will  show,  proposes  himself 
as  the  only  hope  of  good  government  left  to  the  republic. 

I  believe  I  but  give  utterance  to  the  general  opinion  of  those  best  informed 
when  I  say  that  Almonte  has  no  such  popularity  as  to  warrant  the  belief  that 
any  considerable  force  can  be  rallied  under  his  auspices.  It  is  the  general 
opinion  that  the  invitation  of  the  French  to  rally  under  him  will  not  bring  into 
the  field  any  force  beyond  the  robber  bands  unaer  Marquez  and  Zuloaga,  num- 
bering all  together  not  more  than  four  thousand  ill-appointed  troops.  There 
are  now  mustered  under  the  orders  of  the  government,  in  the  States  of  San 
Luis  Potosi,  Guanajuato,  and  Jalisco,  about  twenty  thousand  men,  in  three 
divisions,  under  the  commands,  respectively,  of  Ortega,  Ogazon,  and  Com- 
onfort,  while  the  republican  forces  under  Zaragosa,  on  the  road  from  this  city 
to  Vera  Cruz,  amount  to  about  ten  thousand  men ;  so  that,  unless  France  deter- 
mines to  engage  actively  to  overthrow  the  very  government  with  which  it 
treated  a  month  ago,  there  is  no  prospect  of  speedy  change  in  the  form  or  per- 
sonnel of  the  Juarez  government. 
Very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  CORWIN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  2).  C. 

P.  S. — The  state  of  affairs  is  such  as  to  render  the  treaty  ratified  here  on  the 
6th  an  imperative  necessity  to  Mexico.  It  will  also  insure  the  United  States 
afi^ainst  incalculable  future  danger. 

THOS.  CORWIN. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

IVashington  City. 


Air.  Seward  to  Mr.  Corwin. 


Uq  45 1  Department  of  State, 

'•*  Washington,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  War,  it  appears,  has  been  actually  begun  between  France  and  Mexico. 
It  hi  possible  that  it  may  result  in  an  overthrow  of  the  existing  government  of 
the  republic,  and  the  inauguration,  or  attempt  at  inauguration,  of  some  new 
system.  It  is  not  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  be  hasty  in  recognizing 
the  revolutionary  changes  which  unhappily  are  so  frequently  occuinng  la 
Spamsh  America.    It  is  not  always  safe  to  judge  that  a  new  government 
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among  tlicm,  under  whatever  ancfpices  it  may  arise,  will  prove  8atii?factory  to 
the  people  and  become  permanent.  At  the  same  time,  it  ia  neither  our  right 
nor  our  duty  to  prejudge  and  condemn  any  new  constitution  or  administration 
which  the  fortunes  of  internal  war  may  call  into  being.  In  \icw  of  tho^o 
considerations,  the  President  expects  that  you  will  suspend  any  definite  act  of 
recognition  in  case  of  a  dynastic  change  in  Mexico,  and  will  refer  the  subject 
to  his  own  consideration. 

It  is  proper  to  say,  in  this  connexion,  that  the  President,  in  directing  the»o 
instructions,  fully  believes  that  they  run  parallel  with  your  own  convictions  of 
expediency  and  justice. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Thomas  Corwin,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Cortoin, 


No.  48.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  April  16  (No.  21)  has  been  received.  It  is  accom- 
panied by  a  treaty  with  the  republic  of  Mexico,  which  you  have  signed,  and 
which  provides  for  a  loan  to  be  made  by  the  United  States  to  that  republic,  and 
tlso  by  a  second  ti-eaty  which  you  have  signed,  and  which  is  designed  to  per- 
fect the  details  of  the  first-mentioned  treaty. 

At  the  same  time  we  receive  intelligence  of  a  new  and  important  complication 
of  affairs  in  Mexico,  but  which  is,  as  yet,  so  imperfectly  developed  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  determine  here  what  may  be  the  condition  of  the  government  and  of  the  repub- 
hc  itself  at  the  present  moment.  While  this  uncertainty  continues  the  President  is 
satisfied  that,  whatever  might  be  his  own  judgment  concerning  the  treaties  you 
have  negotiated,  there  would  be  littje  prospect  of  obtaining  for  them  the  approval 
of  the  Senate,  which  the  Constitution  prescribes  as  a  necessary  condition  to  his 
ratification.  Just  at  this  moment,  also,  the  government  and  the  country  are 
intently  occupied  with  impending  military  events,  which  it  is  hoped  may  decide 
the  fate  of  an  attempted  revolution,  which,  if  it  could  be  successful,  must  be 
regarded  as  pregnant  with  confusion,  anarchy,  and  ruin  to  the  whole  continent. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  President  reserves  the  consideration  of  the  two 
treaties  for  a  period  more  favorable  to  an  intelligent  and  careful  view  of  the 
mutual  interests  of  the  two  countries. 

If  the  wisdom  of  this  reservation  were  at  all  uncertain,  the  doubt  would 
have  disappeared  in  view  of  the  fact  that  both  Mr.  Romero,  the  very  enlightened 
and  judicious  Mexican  chargd  here,  and  Mr.  Allen,  your  messenger,  who  seems 
deeply  interested  in  the  approval  of  the  treaties,  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
it  would  be  inexpedient  to  press  their  consideration,  even  before  either  of  the 
persons  had  beloiany  conversation  with  myself  or  any  person  connected  with 
the  executive  department. 

The  delay,  however,  need  not  prevent  you  from  assuring  the  government  of 
Mexico  of  the  sincere  desire  of  the  President  for  a  favorable  solution  of  the 
existing  difficulties,  and  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  that  republic. 
I  am,  su:,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

THO.MAS  CoRWiN,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.t  Sfc. 
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Mr,  Cancin  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  24.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Mexico,  May  20,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  despatches  Nos. 
43,  44,  and  45,  with  the  two  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
lately  ratified  at  Washington.     The  ratifications  will  be  exchanged  to-morrow, 

and  the  next  day  Mr.  Plumb,  with  Captain  Shufeldt,  will  leave  for  Vera  Cruz. 

•  •••••••• 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CORWIN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr,  Setpard  to  Mr.  Cortmn, 


No.  49.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  7,  1862. 

Your  despatch  of  May  5  (No.  23)  has  been  received.  It  presents  an  argument 
for  the  ratincation  of  the  two  treaties  with  Mexico  which  you  had  signed  and 
transmitted  to  this  department  at  an  earlier  day.  The  argument  is  calm,  logical, 
and  earnest  The  President  is  satisfied  that  your  proceedings  in  this  matter 
have  been  inspired  by  just  and  generous  motives,  and  tnat  the  policy  you  propose 
b  one  worthy  of  very  deliberate  examination. 

You  have,  however,  already  been  informed  that  the  Senate,  on  being  duly 
applied  to  by  the  President,  has  advised  him  not  to  enter  into  a  treaty  which 
<*  will  require  the  United  States  to  assume  any  portion  of  the  principal  or  interest 
of  the  debt  of  Mexico,  or  that  will  require  the  concurrence  of  European  powers." 
And  it  is  understood  that  this  advice  was  agreed  in  by  a  nearly  unanimous 
vote  of  that  body,  without  whose  consent  no  treaty  whatever  can  be  made  by 
the  executive  department  of  the  government. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  President  thinks  that  it  is  now  his  duty  to 
refer  the  treaties,  together  with  your  argument  and  all  other  papers  relating  to 
the  present  condition  of  Mexico,  to  the  Senate,  in  a  confidential  manner,  for  their 
due  consideration. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servanty 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Thomas  Corwin,  Esq.,  Sfc..  Sfc.f  Sfc.  * 


Afr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Corwin. 


No.  50,]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  24,  1862. 

Your  letter  of  the  22d  of  May,  sent  by  Captain  Shufeldt,  has  been  received. 
The  captain,  however,  has  not  come  to  Washington,  as  you  expected. 

The  resolution  concerning  negotiations  with  Mexico,  a  copy  of  which  I  here- 
tofore sent  you,  was  adopt^  by  a  very  great  majority  of  votes.  It  is  said  28 
to  8.  The  opposition  was  said  to  combine  three  classes :  One  who  think  that 
M.exico  ought  never,  in  any  contingency  whatever,  either  in  whole  or  in  part, 
to  be  brought  into  the  Union,  and  who  fear  that  a  loan  would  result  in  its 
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Annexation,  and  others  who  think  that  it  was  derogating  ft'om  the  national 
honor  to  treat  at  all  with  foreign  nations  concerning  Mexico.  There  was  said 
to  be  a  third  class,  who  feared  the  influence  of  subsidies  to  a  foreign  state 
upon  the  public  credit.  It  would  be  manifestly  unwise  and  unavailing  for  the 
Ih^dent  to  take  an  appeal  to  the  Senate  from  the  decision  so  recently  made 
with  80  great  unanimity. 

He  has,  therefore,  submitted  your  new  treaty  to  their  uninfluenced  considera- 
tion, declaring  simply  his  convictions  of  the  importance  of  the  matter  and  his 
sympathies  with  the  people  of  Mexico. 

I  think  there  are  already  indications  of  a  more  hopeful  spirit  towards  our 
nnfortunate  neighbor,  and  that  these  will  rapidly  increase  with  the  growing  suc- 
cess of  our  government  in  its  struggle  with  the  insurgents  who  have  attempted 
the  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Notwithstanding  the  course  adopted  by  the 
French  agents  and  army  in  Mexico,  the  government  of  France  still  reassures  us 
that  it  is  their  purpose  to  be  content  with  an  adjustment  of  grievances,  leaving 
it  exclusively  to  the  people  of  Mexico  to  determine  their  own  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  in  no  case  to  put  up  any  or  to  maintain  any  one  that  may  come  in 
consequence  of  the  war. 

We  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  reject  the  explanations  or  to  anticipate  a  violation 
of  the  assurances  they  convey.  We  shall  in  the  end  be  the  stronger  for  having 
acted  directly,  frankly,  in  good  fiiith,  and  with  reliance  upon  the  good  faith  of 
all  others.  Under  these  circumstances  at  present  we  decline  debate  with  for- 
eign powers  upon  Mexican  affairs 

But  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  you,  as  well  as  much  violence  to  the  feel- 
mgs  of  the  President,  if  I  should  neglect  to  say  that  however  the  results  of 
your  labors  may  now  be  received  by  the  Senate  and  the  country,  he  nevertheless 
appreciates  and  approves  the  indefatigable  efforts  you  have  made,  and  is  deeply 
impressed  with  the  lofty  and  generous  spirit  as  well  as  the  great  ability  which 
they  manifest 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Thomas  Gorwin,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ^. 


Mr.  Corwin  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  26.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  of  America, 

Mexico,  June  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  Three  days  ago  a  courier  employed  by  our  consul  at  Vera  Cruz  arrived 
here  with  letters  and  newspapers  from  the  United  States,  furnishing  the  details 
of  the  late  cheering  events  in  our  country.  This  intelligence  is  almost  as  grate- 
ful to  the  government  of  Mexico  as  it  is  to  ours.  It  is  believed,  and  I  concur 
in  the  opinion,  that  the  prospect  of  a  permanent  settlement  of  our  difficulties  | 
will  have  an  important  and  happy  effect  upon  the  destinies  of  this  country.  ' 

The  very  anomalous  condition  of  the  French  in  this  country  gives  i-ise  to 
much  speculation  and  conjecture  as  to  its  results,  as  well  as  to  the  real  objects 
and  motives  of  the  Emperor.  Almonte  is  evidently  the  a^nt  employed  by 
iome  power  to  subvert  the  present  government,  and  establish  in  its  stead,  as  is 
believed  here,  a  monarchy,  more  or  less  absolute,  having  for  its  representative 
some  European  prince.  The  Archduke  Maxamilian  is  likely  to  oe  the  man. 
The  French  force  now  here  numbers  about  seven  thousand,  with  the  auxiliaries, 
beaded  by  Marquez,  making  in  all  about  ten  thousand.  It  has  retreated  before 
Zaragoza  (who  command.9  the  government  forces)  from  Puebla  to  Onxa\>at 
•boD^  nioetjr  milea,  and  h  now  fortifying  itself  at  the  latter  dtv •  A  few  &aN% 
JK  Ex,  Doc.  54 2  ^ 
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ago  a  detachment,  under  command  of  Marquez,  marched  for  Vera  Cruz,  to  bring 
up  General  Donai  with  his  troops,  about  eleven  hundred,  but  learning  that 
Llave  was  waiting  to  oppose  him  with  three  thousand  men  at  a  mountain  pass, 
he  returned,  leaving  Douai  at  Vera  Cruz,  losing  from  ten  to  fifteen  men  every 
day,  who  fcdl  victims  to  the  vomito. 

It  is  said  by  well  informed  persons  here  that  no  more  troops  are  to  be  sent 
from  France.  If  this  be  so,  then  it  is  certain  the  French  army  will  not  be  able 
to  sustain  itself  in  this  country.  Almonte  himself  is  not  only  not  popular,  but 
odious  to  the  people  of  Mexico,  and  the  idea  of  a  foreign  potentate  is  rejected 
by  a  vast  majority  of  all  parties.  It  is  the  confident  opinion  of  well-informed 
persons  here,  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  has  been  misinformed  and  mreatly 
deceived  as  to  the  true  state  of  public  opinion  in  Mexico.  I  have  heard  of  no 
acquisition  to  the  standard  of  Almonte,  borne  by  the  French  army,  except  the 
bloodthirsty  guerillas  under  Marquez.  The  English  government  has  settled 
all  matters  in  dispute  with  Mexico  by  a  treaty,  to  which  I  have  referred  in  a 
former  despatch ;  and  Spain  has  withdrawn  its  entire  force,  intending,  no  doubt, 
to  treat,  after  the  example  of  Great  Britain. 

I  have  only  to  repeat  my  conviction,  that  it  is  the  obvious  interest  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  its  duty,  to  ratify  at  once  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  rati- 
fied here  on  the  6th  of  April  last.  I  have  in  a  former  despatch  given  my 
reasons  fully  for  this  opinion,  and  forbear  to  repeat  them  here. 

^he  circular  addressed  by  you  to  the  European  courts  touching  their  move- 
ments here,  while  it  cannot  be  objected  to  anywhere,  is  received  here  with  the 
liveliest  satisfaction.    This  government  expects  the  best  results  &om  it. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  CORWIN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,   Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Concin  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  28.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Mexico,  June  28,  1862. 
Sir  :  Nothing  has  occurred  since  my  last  despatches  to  change  in  any  im- 
portant particular  the  aspect  of  affairs  in  Mexico.    The  French  still  occupy 
their  place  at  Orizaba.    The  guerillas  cut  off  their  communications  from  Vera 
Cruz  as  far  as  Puebla. 

I  enclose  copies  of  a  correspondence  between  the  captain  of  a  rebel  regiment 
on  the  frontier  of  Texas  and  tne  Mexican  authorities. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  CORWIN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D,  C, 


[TranBlation.] 

National  Palace,  Mexico,  June  2, 1862. 

Sir  :  By  the  annexed  copies  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transfer  to  the  hands 

of  your  excellency  you  will  be  made  acquainted  with  the  complaints  which  our 

pn'DcJpal  antboritjr  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas  has  received  from  the  military 
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commander  of  the  sub-district  of  Rio  Graade,  on  account  of  the  coarse  pnrsued  at 
Matamoras  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  committing  hostilities 
thence  on  the  authorities  of  the  southern  States ;  add,  in  order  to  prevent  com- 
pUcations  that  may  cause  serious  damage  to  Mexico,  I  doubt  not  tliat  your  ex- 
cellency will  hasten  to  address  positive  orders  to  said  consul  to  the  end  that  he 
may  not  compromit  the  neutrality  which  Mexico  has  to  observe  in  the  contest 
nniortunately  existing  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances 
ofmy  very  distinguished  consideration. 

MANUEL  DOBLADO. 
Mr.  Thomas  Corwin, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  United  States  of  America, 


No.  21. 

[Tianslation.] 

Military  commander,  chief  post  of  Tamatdipus,  makes  report  in  regord  to  com- 
plaints of  the  authorities  of  Texas  on  account  of  the  course  of  the  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Matamoras.  * 

Citizen  Minister  :  Under  date  of  the  12th  instant  I  stated  to  the  military 
commander  of  the  line  at  Matamoras  what  follows :  **  The  commander  of  the 
military  sub-district  of  Rio  Grande  has  addressed  this  commandancy,  repre- 
senting that  he  knows  beyond  doubt  that  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
that  pkce  protects  American  citizens  who  are  enemies  of  the  government  of  the 
confederated  States  of  the  south  in  North  America,  and  this  with  the  consent  of 
your  command.  This  is  contrary  to  the  neutrality  which  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment has  proposed  to  itself  to  observe  in  the  differences  that  exist  between  the 
two  bodies  of  people  of  the  neighboring  republic.  And  even  if  the  authorities 
of  the  south  were  not  setting  us  an  example  in  not  allowing  enemies  of  Mexico 
to  abide  in  their  territory,  any  act  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  authorities  not  in 
strict  consonance  with  that  purpose  justly  deserves  to  be  regarded  as  offensive 
and  as  subversive  of  the  frienaly  relations  which  they  cherish  with  us.  The 
commandancy  in  my  charge,  not  wishing  in  any  way  to  expose  the  nation  to 
new  complaints,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  seeing  how  justly  the  commander  of 
Texas  complains,  has  replied  to  that  oflScer  that  it  will  apply  the  duo  remedy 
for  such  an  abuse ;  and  therefore  I  warn  you  to  abstain  from  protecting,  and  to 
prevent  their  being  protected,  in  that  place  and  other  towns  included  in  your 
command,  the  enemies  of  the  government  of  said  States,  and  to  watch  most  par- 
ticularly the  consul  of  the  United  States,  until  the  supreme  government  of  the 
republic,  which  has  been  notified  of  this  matter,  shall  determine  what  is  proper 
respecting  it  I  trust  that  yoTir  commandancy,  impressed  with  the  great  evils 
which  might  result  to  this  frontier,  and  even  to  the  whole  nation,  from  not 
observing  strictly  the  neutrality  which  is  due  in  the  contentions  of  the  neigh- 
boring States,  will  take  the  greatest  care  and  be  most  zealous  in  complying 
with  my  instructions,  giving  timely  notice  of  what  may  happen  in  this  respect ; 
and,  in  case  the  American  consul  should  continue  to  protect  in  any  way  the 
party  opposed  to  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States,  that  it  wiU  notify 
him  to  refrain  therefrom  or  else  to  leave  the  Mexican  territory,  the  authorities 
of  which  must  not  permit  the  neutrality  to  be  violated  by  anybody.** 

And  I  transcribe  the.  same  for  you,  annexing  a  copy  of  the  note  wblcli  e>aid 
commander  of  the  Bvib-district  of  Bio  Grande  sent  to  this  commaiidaney,  ooidL 
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which  gave  rifle  to  my  commimication  herein  inserted,  the  contents  of  which 
you  will  be  pleased  to  report  to  the  citizen  president,  and  I  hope  it  may  meet 
with  his  superior  approval;  ^and  you  will  also  tell  me  what  ie^  to  oe  done  in  this 
delicate  matter,  which,  owing  to  its  nature  and  the  character  of  the  persons  who 
are  parties  to  it,  may  be  of  grave  importance  to  the  republic,  it  being  exdu- 
sively  for  the  general  government  to  determine  what  is  proper. 

I  reiterate  to  you  on  this  occasion  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration 
and  esteem. 

God  and  liberty !     Monterey,  May  18,  1862. 

SANTIAGO  VIDAURRI. 

The  Citizen  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  arid  of  the  Interior,  Mexico. 


[TraQBlation.] 

secretary's  office  of  the  military  commandancy,  chief  post  of  ta* 

maulipas. 

Headquarters  Military  Sub-district  op  Rio  Grande, 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  April  17,  1862. 
Since  writing  to  you  yesterday  I  have  been  o£Scially  informed  that  the  sol- 
diers are  deserting  from  our  forces  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  that, 
taling  refuge  in  Matamoras,  they  are  subsisted  by  the  consul  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  military  commander  of  Matamoras,  and  that 
there  are  many  Americans,  some  of  them  armed,  assembled  in  that  place  who 
are  declared  enemies  of  the  Confederate  States,  who  are  doing  everything  which 
is  possible  to  poison  the  minds  of  the  officers  and  citizens  against  us,  and  to 
stimulate  them  to  confmit  bad  acts  against  our  country  and  its  citizens. 

It  is  a  positive  fact  that  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Matamoras  has 
been  constantly  inducing  our  soldiers  to  desert,  and  that  he  has  been  doing 
everything  which  was  possible  to  render  our  officers  uneasy,  and  thus  disturbing 
the  good  relations  which  exist  between  the  two  countries.  I  did  not  wish  to 
take  notice  of  this  so  long  as  I  had  not  precise  information;  but  I  have  obtained 
that,  and  in  such  abundance  that  they  will  have  to  be  watched  by  the  officers 
of  your  government,  if  they  have  a  disposition  to  do  so.  And  I  must  call  your 
attention  to  this  act,  and  ask  you  to  prevent  this  infraction  of  the  laws  of  neu- 
trality by  persons  who  are  residing  in  Matamoras  or  on  the  left;  bank  of  the 
Rio  Grande;  and  you  will  permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  have  the  greatest 
confidence  in  your  intentions  to  keep  up  with  us  relations  of  friendship,  and 
that  you  will  take  this  aSaii  into  consideration. 

I  again  assure  you  of  my  high  consideration,  and  of  the  warmest  wishes  of 
my  country  and  of  myself  to  cultivate  more  closely  relations  with  you,  your 
government,  and  your  people. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

•     H.  E.  McCULLOCH, 
Colonel  of  1st  Reg't  T.  M.  R„  C.  S.  of  A., 
Cktmmanding  the  Military  Sub-district  of  Rio  Grande. 
General  Don  Santiago  Vidaurri, 

Gov.  of  the  Free  and  Sovereign  State  of  New  Leon  and  Coahuilu. 

Monterey,  May  18,  1862. 
A  copy  of  the  translation  from  the  original. 


True  copies. 


MANUEL  G.  REJON. 
Mexico,  June  2,  1862. 

JTTAN  k  D.  ARIAS. 
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Legation  op  the  United  States  of  America, 

Mexico,  June  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  onderBigned  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour 
excellency's  note  of  the  2d  instant,  covering  a  correspondence  between  one  of 
the  officers  of  a  rebel  regiment  in  arms  against  the  United  States  and  General 
Yidaurri.  The  undersigned  will  transmit  to  the  consul  at  Matamoras  proper 
iostmctions  as  to  his  duty  in  any  case  affecting  the  relations  between  Mexico 
and  the  United  States  which  may  arise  oat  of  the  present  disturbed  condition  of 
our  frontier  adjoining  the  Mexican  territory.  < 

The  undersigned  will  transmit  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  his  instructions 
to  the  American  consul  at  Matamoras,  and  will  lose  no  time  in  forwarding  to 
the  State  Department  at  Washington  copies  of  your  excellency's  note  of  the  2d 
instant. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished 
consideration. 

THOMAS  CORWIN. 


Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr.  Corwin. 


\ 


No.  51.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  14,  1862. 

Your  despatch  of  June  3d  has  been  submitted  to  the  President.  Contrary 
to  what  was  expected  with  much  confidence,  the  army  under  General  McGlellan 
has  for  the  moment  failed  in  its,  advance  against  Eichmond.  He  has,  however, 
by  a  masterly  generalship,  changed  his  position  for  a  more  advantageous  one  on 
the  bank  of  the  James  river,  where  he  has  the  co-operation  of  a  naval  force. 
We  are  rapidly  bringing  into  the  field  additional  land  forces  and  augmenting 
the  navy  with  iron  and  iron*clad  steamers.  The  general  military  situation 
remains  unchanged. 

Our  intelligence  from  abroad  has  been  quite  satisfactory  during  the  last  month* 
It  is  to  be  expected,  however,  that  the  check  at  Eichmond  will  produce  some 
new  demonstrations  of  opposition  and  hostility  on  the  part  of  interested  or  pre- 
judiced classes  abroad.  Nevertheless,  we  do  not  apprehend  any  new  complica- 
tions, although  the  maritime  nations  with  which  we  have  held  communications 
the  most  intimate  for  a  long  period  are  suffering  scarcely  less  than  ourselves  in 
eonsequence  of  our  civil  war. 

My  previous  communications  will  have  prepared  you  for  the  announcement 
that  the  treaties  which  you  recently  negotiated  have  been  laid  upon  the  taUe 
in  the  Senate,  and  that  Congress  is  about  to  adjourn. 

We  learn  from  London  that  the  British  government  has  not  approved  the 
treaty  negotiated  by  Sir  Charles  Wyke.  There  seems  to  be  good  reason  for 
believing  that  the  invajsion  of  Mexico  is  becoming  unpopular  in  France,  and 
that  the  French  government  may  probably  desist  from  it  or  materially  modify 
its  plans  and  purposes  in  regard  to  the  enterprise. 

it  is  very  certain  that  the  idea  of  preparing  a  throne  in  Mexico  for  an  Austrian 
prince,  if  ever  entertained,  was  long  since  discarded. 

It  is  probable  that  what  has  been  most  recently  intended  was  a  preparation 
of  the  ground  for  a  recognition  of  the  government  under  General  Almonte,  but 
without  raarantees  for  its  maintenance  and  stability.    You  can  judge  better 
^lan  we  how  far  that  project  is  likely  to  be  made  successful. 
I  am,  sir,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWAKD, 

Thomas  Couwm,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^,,  ^. 
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Mr,  Corwin  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  30.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  of  America, 

Mexicoy  July  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  When  my  despatch  of  the  28th  of  June  was  copied  and  presented  to  met 
I  was  so  very  ill  that  I  could  not  sign  it.  I  asked  Mr.  Amoux,  my  cop3nng 
clerk,  to  sign  my  name  for  me,  which  he  did.  I  herewith  enclose  a  duplicate 
signed  by  myself.  Since  the  date  of  that  despatch,  the  general  condition  of 
affairs  here  has  not  materially  changed.  The  present  cabinet  remains  in  power, 
and,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  with  the  approbation  of  all  the  States  and  a  large  ma- 
jority of  all  the  people. 

The  French  troops  are  encamped  in  Cordoba  and  Orizaba.  They  are  said  to 
be  in  great  want  of  supplies  of  every  kind.  Their  ammunition  and  provisions 
sent  from  Vera  Cruz  are  usually  cut  off  by  the  troops  of  the  government.  I  heard 
yesterday  that  a  large  force  had  left  Orizaba  for  the  coast,  to  escort  provisions 
to  the  camps  at  Cordoba  and  Orizaba.  Meantime  the  governor  of  Vera  Cruz, 
(appointed  by  Almonte,)  two  weeks  ago,  called  the  merchants  together  and  de- 
manded that  they  should  buy  the  bills  of  M.  de  Saligny,  drawn  on  his  private 
banker  at  Paris,  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  they  declined, 
whereupon  the  governor  threatened  forced  loans,  and  thus,  so  far  as  I  can  learn, 
the  matter  rests  at  present. 

A  French  fleet  protects  the  power  of  Almonte  in  Vera  Cruz,  without  which 
neither  he  (Almonte)  nor  any  of  his  adherents  could  hold  the  place  for  half  a 
day.  All  commerce  is  at  a  stand  there.  Goods  intended  for  this  place,  and 
others  in  the  interior,  fill  all  the  warehouses ;  but  nothing  can  be  brought  safely 
twenty  miles  out  of  the  place.  This  has  been  the  situation  of  things  since  last 
November.  It  is  the  general  belief  that  the  steamer  which  will  arrive  at  Vera 
Cruz  on  the  26th  instant  will  bring  orders  from  the  Emperor  of  the  French  to 
cease  hostilities,  and  leave  Almonte  and  his  few  associates  to  their  fate. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  CORWIN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  St€Ue  of  the  United  Statetf  Washingtofif  D.  C. 


Mr.  Convin  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  31.J  Legation  op  thb  Unitbd  States  op  America, 

Mexico,  July  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  forwarded  by  a  recent  despatch  a  correspondence  between  Colonel  or 
General  James  Reiley,  an  officer  in  the  Texan  rebel  army^  and  the  governor  of 
Sonora,  in  which  the  rebel  officer  was  evidently  anxious  to  bring  about  a  rup- 
ture between  the  confederate  forces  and  the  weak  States  of  Mexico.  Since  then, 
I  learn  from  newspaper  reports  that  a  demand  has  been  made  by  the  same  offi- 
cer for  the  right  of  marching  troops  across  the  Mexican  territory  to  Guaymas. 
I  have  endeavored  to  impress  the  government  here  with  the  arguments  against 
this  proposition.  As  this  government  does  not  acknowledge  the  nationality  of 
the  flag  borne  by  these  troops,  they  are  under  no  obligations  which  can  be  re- 
garded as  rational  to  treat  with  them  in  any  way  whatever.  It  is  probable  the 
idea  of  getting  permission  to  enter  Mexican  territory  peaceftiUy  is  based  upon 
the  hope  of  uniting  with  Mexican  malcontents  in  an  effort  to  separate  the  north- 
em  Mexican  States  from  this  republic,  and  thus  realize  the  project  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Circle,  which  is  or  was  to  conqviet  'NLexX^io,  wi^  ^Xafclvilx  a  ^v- 
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mt  in  which  the  Indians  and  mixed  races  should  he  disfranchised  entirely 
reated  as  slaves.  I  call  your  attention  to  this  subject  now,  that  the  United 
J  government  may  be  fully  apprised  of  all  secession  movements  in  that 
er,  and  give  them  their  due  weight  in  the  general  plans  adopted  for  extin- 
ing  the  revolt  in  all  its  parts  and  everywhere.  We  have  been  waiting  with 
le  anxiety  here  for  some  decisive  result  at  Richmond.  The  belief  gains 
d  here  every  day  that  the  fate  of  Mexico  hangs  upon  the  successful  ter- 
ion  of  civil  war  in  our  country.  The  capture  of  New  Orleans  was  regarded 
)8t  people  here  as  proof  of  the  inability  of  the  south  to  sustain  the  conflict 
longer ;  but  the  desperation  with  which  the  war  is  waged  in  Eastern  Vir- 
and  the  cotton  States  still  gives  a  ray  of  hope  to  those  here  who  wish  sue- 

0  the  attempts  to  overthrow  the  present  government  of  Mexico  with  the 
'  foreign  troops. 

e  mysteiy  which  attends  the  movements  of  the  French  in  Mexico,  and  the 
3  as  to  the  real  designs  of  the  Emperor  in  separating  from  England  and 
,  and  the  doubts  also  whether  he  will  sanction  that  separation  ultimately, 
» the  government  here  in  the  most  painful  uncertainty  as  to  what  it  may 
[uired  to  do  in  order  to  preserve  its  national  existence, 
e  French  steamer  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  11th  of  this  month.     Our 

1  writes  to  me,  under  date  of  the  15th  instant,  that  he  had  seen  the  com- 
er, and  he  (the  captain)  informed  him  that  the  news  of  the  repulse  of  the 
ih  troops  at  Puebla,  and  their  consequent  retreat  to  Orizaba,  had  reached 
»  before  he  left  by  a  vessel  from  San  Francisco ;  that  his  ship  was  detained 
ays  on  that  account;  that  the  course  of  M.  de  Saligny  here  was  much 
red,  but  that  ten  thousand  additional  troops  were  embarked  for  Mexico, 
rould  arrive  in  a  few  days.  The  eflfective  French  troops  now  here  do  not 
d  five  or  at  most  six  thousand  men.  Now,  if  the  intention  be  to  overrun 
)untry,  and  establish  a  government  by  military  force,  ten  additional  men 
1  be  just  as  likely  to  effect  that  object  as  ten  thousand.  No  force  short  of 
or  seventy-five  thousand  veteran  troops  could  accomplish  this  object, 
r  were  the  Mexicans  better  united  in  any  scheme  whatever  than  now 
position  to  foreign  intervention,  whether  the  object  of  that  intervention 
le  establishment  of  a  throne  with  a  foreign  potentate  upon  it,  oi  the 
g  up  of  Almonte,  or  any  other  chief,  under  foreign  auspices.    All  the 

chiefs,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  are  in  the  field  in  support  of  the 
nt  government.     Greneral  Comonfort  (a  former  president)  is  now  in  com- 

of  the  united  forces  of  three  or  four  northern  States,  having  his  head- 
ers at  San  Luis  Potosi,  and  is  expected  to  be  here  in  a  few  days,  to  receive 
9  from  this  government.  Marquez,  the  celebrated  reactionary  robber,  co- 
tes with  the  French  army,  but  is  on  very  bad  terms,  it  is  said,  with  the 
jh  commander,  who,  we  learn,  treats  him  with  little  respect.  Twenty  or 
'  thousand  troops  might  possibly  march  to  this  city  and  occupy  it,  but  they 

extend  their  operations  no  further,  and  would  eventually  be  cut  off  from 
mmunication  with  the  sea-coast.  If  that  should  be,  as  I  expect  it  will  be, 
pted,  it  would  be  as  well  they  should .  imitate  the  example  of  Cortez,  and 
»y  their  fleet  at  Vera  Cruz,  for  it  would  be  useless,  except  to  hold  the  city 
astle  at  that  point.  The  re-enforcement  of  ten  thousand  men,  therefore,  can 
serve  to  aid  in  a  treaty,  but  will  be  worthless  if  the  conquest  of  Mexico  is 
led.     It  is  well  known  here  that  M.  Thouvenel  assured  Lord  Cowley,  at 

four  months  ago,  that  no  more  troops  would  be  sent  to  Mexico.     Has  the 

ror  changed  his  policy,  or  has  he  only  disguised  his  intentions  and  daped 

lies  ?     Will  he  persevere  in  the  subjugation  of  Mexico,  and  reduce  it  to  a 

h  colony,  against  the  earnest  remonstrance  of  England,  Spain,  and  the 

i  States  f^ 
•  •  •  •  • 

g^  to  be  informed  as  speedily  as  possible  on  some  of  the  most  important 


I 
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points  I  have  referred  to;  also  of  the  fate  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  which  I 
suppose  must  have  been  determined  before  now.  Its  ratification  is  considered 
here  by  Mexicans  (and  I  agree  with  them  fully)  as  vital  to  the  interests,  if  not 
the  existence,  of  Mexico.  I  transmit  a  newspaper  copy  of  so  much  of  the 
diplomatic  correspondence  touching  Mexican  aflFairs  as  was  recently  laid  before 
the  Spanish  cortes.  The  papers,  however,  I  dare  say,  have  come  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  department  through  other  channels. 

I  hope  the  British  steamer's  mail,  due  here  on  the  30th  or  31st  instant,  will 
bring  us  cheering  news  from  the  United  States,  and  I  am  not  without  hope  from 
Europe  also. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  CORWIN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C. 


MEXICAN  AFFAIBS. 
Documents  presented  to  the  Cortes  by  the  Spanish  government. 

The  Spanish  government  to  General  Serrano. — 77ie  minister  of  state  to  the 
captain  general,  governor  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

Madrid,  December  13,  1861. 

Excellent  Sir  :  I  have  received  the  despatch  of  your  excellency  (No.  80) 
of  the  26th  of  November  last,  in  which  you  state  the  reasons  which  have  de- 
termined you  to  send  to  Mexico  the  Spanish  expedition  before  the  union  of  the 
forces  of  England  and  France. 

Our  lady,  the  Queen,  to  whom  I  have  given  an  account  of  the  said  despatch, 
giving  due  weight  to  the  doubts  which  have  occurred  to  your  excellency  respect- 
ing the  intentions  of  the  government  of  her  Majesty  upon  the  reunion  of  the 
combined  troops,  that  the  notice  transmitted  to  your  excellency  concerning  the 
point  where  this  should  take  place  did  not  reach  you,  and  of  the  weighty  evils 
or  detriments,  at  least,  which  might  residt  from  the  detention  of  the  squadron 
in  this  port,  has  vouchsafed  to  approve  of  the  measures  adopted  by  your  excel- 
lency, regretting  that  a  measure  resulting  from  causes  so  legitimate  should 
engender  the  slightest  doubt  respecting  the  thorough  loyalty  and  constant  dis- 
interestedness of  the  government  of  her  Majesty  in  the  delicate  question  of 
Mexico. 

In  order  to  avoid  any  unfavorable  interpretation,  the  ambassador  of  her  Ma- 
jesty in  Paris  and  her  ministers  in  Washington  and  London  are  charged  to 
manifest  to  those  governments  the  motives  which  have  given  rise  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  your  excellency,  naming  as  a  principal  one  that  of  three  powers  having 
delayed  to  agree  upon  the  point  of  reunion  of  the  three  squadrons  until  far  into 
the  month  of  November.  Upon  the  7th  of  the  said  month  the  British  cabinet 
made  known  its  desire  that  the  union  should  take  place  at  Port  Royal,  and  the 
government  of  her  Majesty  having  proposed  that  it  should  be  at  Havana,  the 
conformity  with  this  idea  was  known  too  late  to  allow  of  its  being  communicated 
to  your  excellency  in  time  for  the  notice  to  reach  you  before  the  29th,  upon 
which  day,  according  to  what  your  excellency  declares,  the  first  movement  of 
the  squadron  was  to  take  place.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  explanations  will 
satisfy  the  friendly  and  allied  governments ;  but,  at  all  events,  her  Majesty  de- 
sires that  all  posterior  acts  be  in  conformity  to  the  instructions  given  to  the 
Count  de  BeuB. 
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The  government  of  the  Queen  is  assured  that  our  expedition  even  having 
tallied  out  alone  in  order  to  staticti  itself  before  Vera  Cruz,  the  result  of  its 
operations  will  have  corresponded  to  the  valor  and  enthusiasm  of  the  forces  of 
the  army  and  navy.  United,  then,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  friendly  forces  be- 
fore Vera  Cruz,  every  step  taken  shall  bear  the  seal  of  mdispensable  union, 
iodt  meanwhile,  your  excellency  will  execute  them  as  it  is  expressed  in  the 
name  and  by  the  representation  of  the  three  governments. 


The  Spanish  government  to  General  Prinif  the  plenipotentiary  and  commander- 
in^iefqftAe  expeditionary  troops  of  her  Majesty  in  the  Mexican  republic. 

Madrid,  December  15,  1861. 
Excellent  Sir:  The  representative  of  Great  Britain  at  this  court  has 
made  known  to  me  a  communication  received  from  his  government,  in  which  is 
shown  forth  the  state  of  the  reclamations  brought  forward  in  the  month  of 
September  last  by  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  England  in  Mexico,  to  obtain 
the  payment  of  English  claims  pendant  against  the  republic. 

From  the  notices  contained  in  the  said  document,  it  results  that,  the  English 
claims  accepted  by  the  government  of  the  republic  and  a  plan  of  arrangement 
agreed  upon,  some  difficulty  arose  in  the  negotiation  owing  to  the  resistance 
which  the  government  of  Mexico  opposed  to  recognizing  the  sum  which  had 
been  subtracted  by  the  force  of  the  British  legation,  and  by  its  repugnance  to 
allow  of  the  nomination  of  interventors  in  its  maritime  custom-houses,  which 
measure,  in  its  opinion,  would  be  considered  by  the  people  as  a  national  humili- 
ation. 

As  to  these  difficulties  might  be  added  the  impossibility,  alleged  by  the  Mexi- 
can government,  of  finding  resources  with  which  to  satisfy  the  claims  in 
Question,  the  representative  of  the  United  States  intervened,  who  oflfered  (and 
his  offer  was  accepted  by  Mexico)  to  negotiate  a  treaty,  in  virtue  of  which  the 
cabinet  of  Washington  should  take  upon  itself  the  payment  of  the  interest  of 
the  debt  of  Mexico  with  England  for  a  period  of  five  years,  in  exchange  for 
Bome  material  guarantees  and  under  determinate  conditions  of  reintegration. 

This  offer  was  accepted  and  the  plan  of  agreement  was  formed,  the  stipula- 
tions of  which  were  not  to  be  put  in  action  until  the  1st  of  January,  1862,  the 
representative  of  Great  Britain  having  judged  that  until  that  date  the  funds 
promised  by  the  United  States  would  not  arrive ;  but,  doubting  the  accomplish^ 
ment  of  the  promise,  the  treaty  not  being  yet  signed.  Sir  Charles  Wyke  solicited 
the  presence  of  naval  forces  in  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  authorization  of  recurring  to 
force  in  case  of  necessity. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  government  of  Mexico,  yielding  to  the  efforts  of  the 
representative  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  had  also  offered  to  do  all  in  its  power  to 
satisfy  the  reclamations  of  the  French  legation,  occasioned  by  the  suspension  of  the 
payment  of  the  interests  accruing,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  entered  into 
irith  this  last  power.  In  presence  of  such  events,  and  although  the  advantages 
obtained  by  Sir  Charles  Wyke  satisfy  Great  Britam,  the  government  of  tfiis 
power  does  not  believe  that  the  new  stipulation  projected  will  be  more  faithfully 
complied  with  than  so  many  others  formerly  contracted.  Such  security,  if, 
indeed,  it  can  be  obtained,  the  cabinet  at  London  finds  only  in  the  treaty  just 
tigned  between  France  and  Spain. 

The  only  advantage,  then,  to  be  derived  from  the  consent  of  the  Mexican 
government  to  the  exigencies  of  the  representative  of  Great  Britain,  is  in  the 
precision  with  which  England  has  fixed  the  limit  of  its  reclamations  which  will 
adlitate  the  future  joint  demands  of  the  three  powers. 
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At  the  some  time  that  Sir  John  Grampton  has  made  me  acquainted  widi 
these  events,  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid  made 
me  proposals  analogous,  in  the  name  of  his  government,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
Spanish  claims ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  would 
bind  itself,  by  means  of  a  treaty,  to  pay,  for  a  definite  number  of  years,  the 
interest  of  the  bills  of  Spain  against  Mexico,  by  virtue  of  corresponding  guar- 
antees on  the  side  of  the  republic. 

I  replied  to  Mr.  Schurz  in  suitable  terms,  and  with  the  proper  reserve,  in 
order  that  he  might  understand  that  Spain,  France,  and  England  brought  to  an 
agreement  to  act  in  concert  with  the  view  of  obtaining  from  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  by  means  of  a  combined  movement,  those  reparations  and  satisfactions 
which  they  had  a  right  to  exact  for  the  grievances  which  they  had  sustained, 
no  basis  whatever  of  arrangement  could  be  accepted  without  the  consent  of  the 
three  powers  interested.  It  wiU  contribute,  without  doubt,  to  establish  the 
necessary  union  in  all  the  actions  and  claims,  and  to  the  prompt  satisfactory 
termination  of  our  differences  with  this  republic,  that  the  representatives  of 
France  and  England  in  Mexico  know  exactly  the  nature  of  our  grievances  and 
the  extent  of  the  reparations  which  Spain  exacts  of  the  republic,  and  the  neces- 
sary conditions  and  guarantees  not  only  in  order  to  avoid  their  repetition,  but 
also  to  secure  to  the  subjects  of  the  Queen  the  security  and  protection  they 
require  in  the  exercise  of  their  labors  and  professions,  and  in  the  employment 
of  their  capitals. 

Included  in  the  instructions  communicated  to  your  excellency,  upon  leaving 
this  court,  the  claims  to  be  presented  in  the  name  of  Spain.  When  the  proper 
moment  arrives,  to  open  the  negotiations  for  an  arrangement,  your  excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  make  them  knoWh  to  your  colleagues  of  France  and  England, 
in  order  that  in  all  the  efforts  your  excellency  may  make  use  of,  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  said  powers,  may  preside  unity  of  aim  and  action,  which  is 
the  best  guarantee  for  the  furtherance  of  the  important  mission  which  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Queen  has  confided  to  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  your  excellency 
in  the  Mexican  republic. 

By  royal  order,  I  conmiunicate  this  to  you  for  your  knowledge  and  govern- 
ment. 

God,  etc. 

S.  CALDERON  COLLANTES. 


The  minister  of  itate  to  the  ambassador  of  her  Majesty  in  Paris,  and  to  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  in  London. 

Madrid,  December  20,  1861. 
The  Spanish  expedition  having  been  ready,  at  the  Havana,  to  set  saO,  and 
the  captain  general  of  the  island  of  Cuba  not  knowing  whether  the  treaty 
between  Spain,  France,  and  England  had  been  signed ;  being,  consequently, 
ignorant  of  what  would  be  the  place  appointed  for  the  union  of  the  three 
squadrons,  and  the  maintaining  the  prolongation  of  an  expedition  ready  to  enter 
into  campaign,  occasioning  enormous  expenses.  General  Serrano  has  informed 
her  Majesty's  government,  under  date  of  November  26  last,  that  it  was  resolved 
to  send  out  the  Spanish  expedition  to  Vera  Cruz  between  the  29th  of  November 
and  the  2d  of  December.  The  chief  officer  who  should  direct  it  was  to  carry 
orders  to  agree  in  everything  with  the  squadrons  of  the  two  powers  friendly 
and  allied  if  they  were  already  in  Vera  Cruz ;  otherwise,  the  city  of  Vera  Crua 
and  the  Castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa  should  be  taken  possession  of  and  held 
bjr  the  three  united  powers  until  the  arrival  of  the  French  and  English  squad- 
rons,  which  must  be  acted  upon  by  mutual  conaeul. 
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Tour  excellency  will  please  communicate  the  above  to  this  government. 
Blowing  forth  the  great  considerations  that  have  influenced  the  captain  general 
of  the  island  of  Cuba  to  adopt  the  determination  which  I  have  alreaaj  expressed. 

Grod,  etc 

S.  CALDERON  COLLANTES. 


The  numUter  qfitate  to  the  representativa  of  her  Majaty  in  Paris  and  London, 

Madrid,  December  25,  1861. 

Your  excellency  is  aware  that  the  government  of  her  Britannic  Majestypro- 
posed,  upon  the  7th  of  November  last,  that  the  squadrons  of  France  and  Eng- 
land should  meet  in  the  bay  of  Port  Royal,  belonging  to  Guadalupe,  and  that 
the  Spanish  should  unite  with  them  fifteen  miles  northeast  of  the  Cape  of  San 
Antonio.  Upon  the  6th  of  the  same,  the  Spanish  government  had  declared 
that  the  meeting  was  to  take  place  at  the  Havana,  to  which  the  French  govern- 
ment acceded,  but  that  that  the  news  of  the  consent  of  England  arrived  at  a 
later  period,  for  which  reason  it  was  impossible  to  notify  the  captain  general  of 
Cuba  of  this  agreement  until  the  lieutenant  general,  Count  of  Reus,  had  already 
departed. 

Owing  to  these  facts,  and  the  considerations  alluded  to,  the  French  and 
English  governments  will  be  convinced  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  her 
Majesty  to  prevent  the  departure  of  the  expedition  resolved  upon  by  the  captain 
general  of  me  island  of  Cuba,  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of  detaining  it 
longer  in  the  waters  of  Havana,  and  for  fear  of  its  arriving  after  the  other  two, 
which  he  considered  derogatory  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  Spain. 

The  government  of  the  Queen  regrets  extremely  this  occurrence,  which,  how- 
ever, can  in  no  way  change  the  nature  of  the  operations  and  the  results  to  be 
expected  from  the  presence  of  the  allied  forces  on  the  coast  of  Mexico. 

S.  CALDERON  COLLANTES. 

Ko.  35  is  the  reply  of  our  minister  in  London  upon  these  facts  to  the  ministry 
of  etate. 
It  is  as  follows : 

The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Majesty  to  the  excellent  Sefior  first  secretary 

of  State. 

No.  239.]  Spanish  Legation  in  London, 

London,  December  23,  1861. 

ExcBLLBNT  SiR :  The  telegram  which  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  to 
iddress  me  with  date  of  20th,  upon  the  probable  departure  of  the  Spanish  expe- 
dition for  Mexico,  did  not  reach  this  capital  until  the  night  of  Saturday,  21st. 

Having  informed  myself  of  its  contents  I  wished  to  see  Count  Russell  imme* 
diately,  but  I  learned  that  he  was  absent  and  would  not  return  from  Windsor 
until  irfter  the  funeral  of  the  prince  consort.  I  was  not  sorry  for  this  circum- 
stance ;  on  the  contrary,  I  was  glad  to  find  myself  obliged  to  write  to  him,  as 
the  communication  I  had  to  make  is  of  that  nature  which  it  is  best  to  consign  to 
writmg,  and  therefore,  without  further  delay,  I  wrote  and  despatched  the  note 
the  coDy  of  which  is  here  adjoined.  In  it  I  remind  him  that  from  the  first  I  had 
wamea  him  of  the  possibility  of  that  which  General  Serrano  now  announces  as 
about  to  take  place,  and  I  put  before  him  the  weighty  reasons  which  have  brought 
this  about,  concluding  by  declaring  that  if  our  troops  have  occupied  YeiaCru&i 
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this  occupation  most  be  understood  to  be  made  in  the  name  of  the  three  idlied 
nations. 

The  seasonableness  of  this  communication  is  approved  hy  the  news  received 
to-day  from  America,  and  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your 
exceUency  by  telegraph.  Upon  the  29  th  the  first  division  of  our  expeditionary 
forces  left  the  Havana  in  the  midst  of  the  most  extraordinary  enthusiasm,  and 
very  soon  the  other  two  will  follow  it,  so  that  by  this  time  it  is  certain  that  they 
are  before  Vera  Cruz  and  in  possession  of  that  city,  and  of  the  castle  of  San  Juan 
de  Ulloa. 

God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 


The  minuter  qfitate  to  the  plenipotefUiary,comfnander'in<hiefqfthe  Spanish 
expeditionary  troops  Jar  Mexico. 

Madrid,  March  22,  1862. 

Excellent  Sir  :  Her  Maj^ty  the  Queen,  our  Lady,  has  made  herself  ac- 
quamted  with  all  the  interest  the  nature  of  the  subject  inspires,  with  your  excel- 
lency's communication  of  February  20,  and  with  the  documents  accompanying 
it ;  and  as  your  excellency  will  already  have  received  royal  orders  which  were 
conveyed  to  you  by  last  mail,  you  will  have  easily  understood  the  impression 
your  tidings  have  produced  upon  the  royal  mind. 

If  the  government  of  her  Majesty  desired  to  observe,  with  that  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  a  system  of  moderation  as  ample  and  unrestrained  as  would  permit  the 
nature  of  the  facts  produced  by  the  combined  action  of  the  three  powers  and  the 
conditions  of  that  same  government,  it  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  carry  them 
so  far  as  might  create  a  doubt  in  the  Mexicans  themselves  respecting  the  de- 
termination with  which  the  claims,  once  established,  would  be  prosecuted. 

The  government  of  her  Majesty  eive  their  full  value  to  the  considera- 
tions expressed  by  your  excellency,  demonstrating  the  necessity  of  all  the 
steps  taken  before  the  20th  of  February  last,  and  of  the  preliminaries  adjusted 
with  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  Juarez,  but  it  still  thinks  that  some  of 
these  may  give  rise,  in  the  country  itself,  to  interpretations  productive  of  a 
more  obstinate  resistance  than  it  would  have  opposed  if  the  claims  had  been 
presented  at  first. 

Examining  attentively  the  preliminaries,  it  is  seen,  that  by  the  first  clause, 
the  government  of  D.  Benito  Juarez  acquires  a  moral  force  it  did  not  possess, 
since,  giving  faith  to  his  word  that  it  has  all  the  elements  of  strength  and 
opinion  necessary  to  its  preservation,  it  enters  at  once  into  the  ground  of 
treaties  or  negotiations. 

This  might  have  been  done,  omitting  the  manifestation,  and  it  would  not  have 
borne  with  it  the  inconveniences  which  present  themselves  at  the  first  sight. 

The  second  clause  indicates  an  idea  which  is  not  well  understood,  or  cannot 
be  realized,  because  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  three  governments  cannot 
delegate  the  aftributes  they  have  received  from  the  same.  They  alone  hold  the 
right  and  power  to  exercise  them. 

The  fourth  clause  has  excited  the  liveliest  disapprobation  on  the  part  of  the 
imperial  cabinet,  and  the  government  of  her  Majesty  would  not  approve  it  if 
the  reflections  of  your  excellency  to  justify  it  had  no  weight  in  her  mind.  In 
fact,  that  which  is  obtained  by  an  arrangement  is  not  to  be  maintained  by  force. 
The  loyalty  and  valor  of  the  allied  forces,  and  the  point  of  honor  of  the  chiefs 
who  command  them,  will  be  shocked  at  such  an  idea ;  but  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment should  have  left  to  the  noble  decision  of  those  the  adoption  of  the 
meaBwre  DeceBsary  in  case  the  negotiations  had  not  succeeded,  or  rather,  in  that 
ofnot  accepting  the  claims  of  the  three  allied  goyenii!£v^Ti\&. 
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Thia  demonstration  of  good  correspondence  would  not  have  been  proper, 
when  so  man j  proofs  of  moderation  and  generosity  were  given  by  the  allies.  It 
will  be,  besides,  extremely  sensible,  that,  in  case  of  having  to  withdraw  the  troops, 
the  hi^pitals  remain  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  even  after  having  contracted 
the  solemn  promise  to  respect  them,  and  when  means  have  not  been  wanting  to 
panish  whatever  action  may  be  committed  against  them. 

The  last  dause  or  condition  of  the  preliminaries  is  that  which  it  is  most  difH- 
colt  to  explain.  The  city  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  castle  of  San  Juan  d*Ulua 
▼ere  occupied  by  the  Spanish  troops  in  the  name  of  the  three  nations,  not  only 
as  a  basis  and  principle  of  operations,  but  also  as  a  pledge  and  sure  guarantee 
to  oblige  the  Mexican  government  to  satisfy  the  claims  presented  to  it. 

As  long  as  this  is  not  realized ;  as  long  as  any  idea  or  danger  of  breach  existed. 
Vera  Cruz  and  San  Juan  de  Ulua,  abandoned  by  the  Mexican  troops,  cannot 
recognize,  are  under  no  other  authority  or  power  than  that  of  the  forces  of  the 
three  allied  nations ;  planting  the  Mexican  flag  by  the  side  of  the  banners  of 
these,  it  will  be  understood,  supposing  the  fact  to  be  realized  that  they  have  one 

I  sitnation  in  common,  the  same  interests  and  identical  rights ;  and  as  the  signifi- 
[;  cation  of  the  event  can  be  no  other,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  in  agreement  with 
F     the  reality  of  matters. 

II  Thus  it  is  that  the  government  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  has  considered  it  of 
I     snch  importance  that,  united  with  the  others,  it  has  caused  him  to  dictate  the 

resolution  of  separating  Admiral  Julian  de  Lagravierd  from  the  command  of  his 
forces. 

The  English  cabinet  has  not  viewed  with  the  same  eye  all  the  actions  and 
reeolutiona  of  the  plenipotentiaries ;  but  between  those  two  governments  and 
that  of  her  Majesty  an  agreement  must  of  force  be  made  which  may  determine 
the  ulterior  course  of  the  combined  expedition.  .  In  the  meanwhile  the  govern- 
ment of  her  Majesty  assured  that  when  your  excellency  receives  this  communi- 
cation the  negociations  commenced  will  have  come  to  an  cud ;  and,  wishing  to 
avoid  the  least  want  of  concert  or  haimony  in  the  resolutions  of  the  three  gov- 
ernments, has  resolved,  in  the  short  space  of  time  elapsed  since  yesterday  when 
the  Doail  was  received  until  the  hour  when  it  is  about  to  leave,  to  sav  to  your 
excellency  that,  well  penetrated  with  the  spirit  of  the  instmctions  which  with 
her  approval  I  formerly  conveyed  to  you,  you  may  proceed  with  the  greatest 
promptness  and  energy,  and  in  conformity  with  the  plenipotentiaries  and  chiefs 
of  the  troops  of  the  other  nations,  in  case  the  conferences  of  Orizaba  have  not 
had  a  result  entirely  satisfactory. 

Your  excellency  recognizes,  with  reason,  that  all  imaginable  means  of  con- 
ciliation being  exhausted,  the  necessity  of  hostilities,  whatever  mav  be  their 
consequences,  will  be  demonstrated  in  the  face  of  the  world,  and  before  the 
Mexican  people  themselves,  that  its  confidence  and  support  cannot  be  preserved, 
Beeing  that  they  caimot  actually  consent  that  a  government  deaf  to  the  voice 
of  justice  should  be  animated  and  directed  in  all  their  actions,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  a  civilized  government.  This  extremity  having  arrived,  your  excellency 
can  count  without  doubt  upon  the  active  co-operation  of  all  honorable  men, 
and  the  three  allied  nations  not  only  will  obtain  the  satisfaction  due  to  their 
nnmerous  grievances,  but  also  that  of  having  contributed  by  the  presence  of 
their  troops,  and  without  injuring,  favoring,  on  the  contrary,  the  independence 
of  the  Mexican  people,  to  give  to  it  a  government  which  may  put  a  stop  to  its 
prolonged  sufferings,  and  give  pledges  of  security  to  all  the  natives'  and  foreign- 
ers* interests. 

By  royal  order  and  by  the  approval  of  the  council  of  ministers,  I  say  this  to 
four  excellency,  for  your  knowledge  and  consequent  proceedings. 
God,  &c^  S.  CALDERON  COLLANTES. 

By  royal  order  a  copy  was  given  to  the  representatives  of  her  Majesty  in 
Paris,  London,  and  Washington. 
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No.  7. 
Despatch  10. — Extraordiruiry  diplomatic  mission  of  Spain  in  Mexico. 

The  undersigned  representatives  of  her  Majesty  the  Qneen  of  the  United  King 
dom  of  Great  Britain  and  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  have  the  honm*  of  transmitting  to 
their  excellencies,  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  a 
copy  of  a  note  just  received  from  General  Doblado,  in  reply  to  the  collective  com- 
munication which  they  addressed  to  him  upon  the  9th  of  this  month.  The  under- 
signed have  not  hesitated  to  accept  the  offer  made  them  by  General  Doblado,  in 
the  name  of  his  government,  to  come  to  Orizaba,  in  spite  of  the  rupture  of  the 
treaty  of  London,  and  of  the  preliminaries  of  Soledad,  with  the  hope  of  arriv- 
ing at  a  friendly  solution  of  the  questions  to  be  settled  between  the  allied  pow- 
ers and  Mexico,  seeing  that  the  government  is  disposed  to  reject  none  of  the 
admissible  pretentions  of  the  three  powers.  As  the  note,  and  implicitly  the 
offer,  of  General  Doblado  are  addressed  also  to  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  it 
is  incumbent  on  them  to  decide  upon  the  answer  it  suits  them  to  give.  The 
undersigned  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  their  colleagues  the 
assurances  of  their  most  distinguished  consideration. 

Obizaba,  April  14,  1862. 

THE  COUNT  OF  REUS. 
CHARLES  LENNOX  WYCKE. 

Their  Excellencies  the  Plenipotentiaries 

of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 

This  is  a  correct  copy. 

JUAN  ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  CABALLOS. 
• 
The  French  plenipotentiaries  refused  to  accede  to  the  invitation  in  the  fol- 
lowing despatch : 

No.  8. 

The  undersigned,  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
has  the  honor  to  declare  to  their  excellencies,  representatives  of  her  Majesty  the 
Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  that, 
on  their  side,  they  cannot  accept  the  offer  made  to  the  commissioners  of  the  three 
high  powers  by  General  Doblado. 

It  is  very  natural  that  the  representatives  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  should  embrace 
the  said  offers  if  they  entertain  the  conviction  that  the  present  government  of 
Mexico  has  the  will  and  power  to  comply  with  its  promises  and  fulfil  its  engage- 
ments ;  but  the  representatives  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  are  far 
from  feeling  an  equal  confidence,  since,  upon  this  especial  point,  they  cannot  be 
ignorant  of  the  decisive  views  of  their  governments.  As  far  as  relates  to  the 
independence  of  Mexico  and  reform,  no  one  knows  better  than  the  minister  of 
foreign  relations,  there  is  no  question  of  these;  and  the  representatives  of  his 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  hasten  to  profit  by  this  occasion  to  reject  all 
insinuations  of  those  who  in  vain  expect  to  excite  passions  in  a  country  that  has 
never  hoped  anything  from  our  intervention  but  order  and  liberty. 

The  undersigned,  while  answering  directly  the  communication  of  the  minister 
of  foreign  relations,  have  the  honor  of  reiterating  to  their  colleagues  of  England 
and  Spain  the  assurances  of  their  distinguished  consideration. 

Cordoba,  April  15,  1862. 

A.  DE  SALIGNY. 
E.  JURIEN. 

Correct 

3.  k.  li.  lyE.  C^KS^LUia. 
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T%e  minister  of  state  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Spain  in  Mexico. 

Madrid,  May  22,  1862. 
Excellent  Sir  :  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  haa  infortned  herself,  with  the 
liveliest  iuterest,  of  the  despatches  of  your  excellency,  of  March  29  and  April 
12  and  16,  and  having  heard  the  opinion  of  her  council  of  ministers,  nas 
deigned  to  approve  of  the  conduct  of  your  excellency  in  the  different  circum- 
stances in  which  you  have  been  placed,  and  of  your  resolution  to  re-embark  the 
troops  of  the  expedition  under  your  command. 

This  same  declaration  the  president  of  the  council  and  myself  have  had  the 
honor  of  making  in  the  session  of  the  congress  of  deputies,  of  the  19th  ultimo, 
and  it  should  calm  the  natural  anxiety  of  your  excellency  at  the  responsibility 
likely  to  lie  upon  you  for  the  serious  determination  you  adopted. 

Not  being  able  to  dispense  with  a  diplomatic  agent  more  or  less  characterized 
in  Mexico,  your  excellency  would  have  proceeded  with  great  provision  by  hav- 
ing disposed  that  the  secretary  of  legation,  Don  Juan  Lopez  de  Caballos, 
ihould  have  gone  to  that  capital  to  look  carefully  into  the  events  that  took  place 
tiiere,  and  to  act  in  the  best  manner  possible  in  favor  of  the  subjects  of  the 
Queen,  if,  unfortunately,  any  new  vexations  should  take  place.  Mr.  Caballos 
tells  me  that  your  excellency  had  already  thought  of  this,  and  it  has  received 
the  approbation  of  her  Majesty. 

Your  excellency  is  hereby  authorized  to  remain  at  the  Havana,  or  to  come  to 
this  court,  according  as  you  may  think  proper  in  regard  to  the  negotiations  that 
We  been  commended  to  your  zeal  ana  patriotism.  As  long  as  events  are  not 
developed  and  carried  out  in  the  territory  of  the  republic,  nor  a  government 
e^blished  as  they  desire  to  establish,  your  excellency  will  not  be  able  to  make 
Qse  of  your  representation  in  that  capital.  But,  if  considerations  superior  to 
these  should  decide  you  to  go  there,  the  government  of  her  Majesty  will  approve 
of  whatever  resolution  you  may  adopt,  with  the  understanding  that  you  will  not 
present  your  credentids  to  the  government  that  may  be  organized  until  her 
Hajesty  the  Queen  has  examined  in  her  wisdom  the  facts  that  have  given  rise 
to  its  formation,  and  decided  whether  she  will  enter  into  immediate  negotiations 
with  it 

What  has  hitherto  taken  place,  and  what  may  take  place  hereafter,  has  been 
of  8nch  a  serious  nature  that  the  government  of  her  Majesty  cannot  make  any 
precipitate  resolution,  and  she  reserves  her  own  judgment  and  her  appreciations 
in  regard  to  the  same  to  fix  the  line  of  conduct  most  conducive  to  the  honor  and 
interests  of  the  nation. 

By  royal  order  and  consent  of  the  council  of  ministers  I  inform  your  excel- 
lency for  your  knowledge  and  effects. 
Gt)d,  &c. 

S.  CALDERON  COLLANTES. 


J^ftter  of  Admiral  Lagravieri  to  General  Prim, — Annexed  to  despatch  No,  4  of 

General  Prim. 

[Translation.-^No.  I.] 

Tehuacan,  March  20,  1862. 
My  Dbab  Gbnbbal  :  What  has  occurred  since  your  last  letter  was  written  1 
I  thought  you  Tvere  in  Puebla,  with  Sir  Charles  Wycke,  and  I  see  to-day  by 
TOOT  letter  of  the  20th  that  you  are  still  in  Orizaba  with  dispositions  very  ^- 
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fcrent  from  what  I  had  a  right  to  suppose.  Our  engagements  are  certainly,  as 
you  justly  say,  the  same,  since  we  contracted  them  in  concert,  and  we  have 
formed  together  a  good  and  wise  p')licy.  I  have  never  doubted  but  that  we 
should  come  out  in  an  honorable  manner.  I  have  no  mor^s  desire  than  yourself 
to  bum  our  ships  under  a  futile  pretence,  and  furnish  the  Mexicans  with  a  pre- 
text for  complaint.  I  have  always  been  disposed  to  recognize,  with  yourself, 
that  it  was  necessary  here  to  avoid  embracing  too  openly  the  cause  of  the  party 
constituting  the  minority,  and  which  is  generally  opposed  throughout  the 
country ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  have  not  failed  to  declare  to  you,  as  often  as 
the  occasion  required,  the  nature  of  the  counsels  I  should  wish  to  give  to  all  the 
parties  that  divide  Mexico. 

The  establishment  of  a  monarchical  government  has  always  appeared  to  me 
the  only  method  of  putting  an  end  to  the  dissentions  which  have  made  this 
tmfortunate  people  an  object  of  scandal  to  Europe.  In  order  to  arrive  at  this 
termination,  1  have  thought  that  conciliatory  measures  were  the  best.  This  is 
the  reason  why  I  hastened  to  sign  the  treaty  of  Soledad,  thinking  that  a  truce 
would  give  us  time  to  work  upon  minds  without  appearing  to  force  them,  and  would 
permit  us  to  prepare  them  for  the  solution  that  to  me  seemed  the  most  favorable. 
When  General  Doblado  gave  us  notice  of  the  measures  of  proscription  he  had 
just  adopted,  it  appeared  to  me  that  our  dignity  did  not  permit  us  to  espouse 
them,  and  I  pronounced  myself  ready  to  found  upon  this  ground  a  declaration 
of  rupture.  There  exists  another  point  upon  which  I  am  ready  from  this 
moment  to  explain  myself  with  the  most  perfect  frankness,  without  waiting  for 
the  opening  of  the  conferences  of  Orizaba;  I  refer  to  the  guarantees  we  must 
demand  of  Mexico  before  treating  of  the  arrangement  of  matters  purely  financial. 

The  government  of  Mexico  might  accord  us  the  most  complete  satisfaction 
respecting  our  several  claims,  without  our  being  for  this  a  whit  further  advanced. 
It  is  not  compacts,  more  or  less  advantageous,  that  we  require ;  what  we  need 
is  the  certainty  that  the  government  that  nas  signed  them  will  have  the  strength 
and  will  to  enforce  their  execution.  The  last  instructions  I  have  received  upon 
this  point  are  decisive;  and  even  if  they  were  not  so,  I  would  take  it  upon 
myself  to  exact  that  this  question  should  be  solved  before  beginning  to  discuss 
the  others.  I  am  certain  I  should  have  met  with  support  from  you  in  estab- 
lishing this  opinion.  I  surely  did  not  deceive  myself  when  I  thought  that  in 
your  opinion,  as  well  as  in  that  of  Mr.  Doblado,  the  treaty  of  Soledad  was  nothing 
elbe  than  the  adoption,  in  principle,  of  the  military  occupation  of  Mexico  by  the 
allied  forces. 

If  any  doubt  upon  this  point  has  existed  in  the  mind  of  the  Mexican  govem- 
ment,  I  think  it  right  and  loyal  to  dispel  at  once  all  illusions,  and  make*  known 
to  it  the  first  exigencies  it  must  count  upon.  If  this  communication  give  rise 
to  immediate  hostilities  I  am  ready,  as  I  have  already  told  you,  to  fall  back  upon 
Paso  ^ncho,  and  to  open  a  new  campaign  from  this  instant.  I  am  equally  of 
opinion  that  a  complete  amnesty  is  requisite,  without  conditions  and  reserves, 
which  would  allow  us  to  consult  the  true  wishes  of  the  country.  Do  you  find 
it  more  advantageous,  in  agreement  with  Sir  Charles  Wycke,  to  seek,  in  order  to 
break  our  convention,  a  motive,  I  will  not  say  a  pretext,  in  wrongs  which  it 
seems  to  me  date  from  very  far  back  1  You  know,  my  dear  general,  that  I  am 
accustomed  to  speak  to  you  without  reserve,  and  to  disclose  to  you  my  whole 
mind. 

You  have,  with  your  moderate  and  prudent  conduct,  done  a  great  service  to 
this  country.  You  have  preserved  it  from  disastrous  consequences  from  an  ex- 
pedition conceived  with  an  exaggerated  confidence,  and  which  Spain  would  not 
have  been  able  to  sustain  alone  without  sensible  prejudice  to  her  finances.  You 
have  done  more. .  You  have  facilitated  lo  us  the  means  of  tranquilizing  Mexico 
with  regard  to  our  intentions,  and  to  make  her  understand  that  wo  have  not 
coxae  to  eatabliab  a  dominion  she  did  not  deaiio.    In  ixi'y  o'^Sxnon^l^^  a  fault 
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to  have  given  a  color  exclusively  Spanish  to  our  expedition ;  firstly,  allowing 
that  the  number  of*  your  troops  was  much  the  most  considerable ;  next,  for  hav- 
ing reserved  for  your  personal  illustration  and  for  your  military  knowledge  the 
charge  of  creating  for  yourself  a  position  so  preponderant  that  the  action  of  the 
other  plenipotentiaries  must  naturally  disappear,  in  part,  before  your  own. 

If  you  had  been  actuated  by  sentiments  less  noble  and  generous — if  you  had 
been  merely  a  soldier,  in  place  of  a  political  man,  vou  would  have  dragged  us 
&tally  into  a  war,  inasmuch  as  that  national  feeling,  which  your  prudence 
alone  has  assuaged,  would  have  arisen  against  us.  I  doubt  not,  although  nothing 
bas  been  said  to  me,  that  the  Emperor,  in  deciding  to  send  here  a  new  army  and 
a  general  to  conmiand  his  troops,  has  looked  only  to  giving  free  scope  to  the 
actions  of  France,  and  to  reserve  to  it  the  most  complete  liberty  in  its  decisions. 
I  certainly  shall  not  interpret  this  determination  as  a  proof  that  our  alliance  is 
weakened — that  it  obliges  me,  even  when  my  sympathies  did  not  impel  me  to  do 
so,  to  lend  the  most  active  and  disinterested  co-operation  to  the  Spanish  army 
in  whatever  position  it  might  be ;  but  I  think,  at  the  same  time,  I  should  con- 
fer the  importance  given  to  my  mission  as  a  notice  that  I  must  not  subject  my 
pohdcal  views  to  those  of  anv  other  plenipotentiary. 

I  should  be  surprised,  my  dear  general,  to  be  unable  to  proceed  in  concord 
with  you,  since  I  repeat  that  I  retract  in  nothing  from  what  we  have  already 
agreed.  You  will  permit  me  only  to  be,  in  future,  more  watchful  against  a  cer- 
tain deference  whicn  was  called  forth  more  by  your  personal  character  than  by 
your  superior  position.  In  a  word,  I  am  resolved  to  continue,  happen  wfkat 
may,  until  I  accomplish  the  end  I  have  proposed.  In  order  to  attain  it,  I  am 
decided  to  take  advantage  of  the  true  sympathy  that  appears  to  exist  here 
towards  France.  Consequently,  without  disclaiming  our  alliance,  without  sepa- 
itting  in  anything  our  cause  from  vours,  I  insist  that  it  be  well  understood  by 
an  that  our  expedition  is  a  Frencn  expedition,  and  is  at  the  orders  of  no  one. 
I  should  have  wished,  my  dear  general,  to  go  myself  to  give  these  explanations 
in  person,  and  arrive  as  soon  as  my  letter  at  the  appointment  you  have  been 
pleased  to  give  me,  but  I  find  myself  still  investea  with  the  entire  and  imme- 
diate command  of  the  troops  which  I  have  conducted  to  Tehuacan. 

I  have  not  at  mv  orders  any  officer  of  sufficiently  high  rank  to  be  able  to 
confide  to  him,  with  all  security,  a  command  which  may  from  one  moment  to 
another  call  for  the  adoption  of  prompt  and  decisive  steps.  I  have  requested 
General  Lorencez  to  come  and  unite  with  me,  or  to  send  me  the  chief  of  his 
8taff,  Colonel  Valazd.  Then  I  shall  have  greater  liberty  of  action,  and  I  will 
place  myself  in  agreement  with  M.  de  Saligny  in  order  to  fix,  if  necessary,  out 

of  Tehuacan,  the  point  of  our  residence.     I  desire  that  the  battalion  of , 

commanded  by  Greneral  Lorences,  at  Tehuacan,  should  continue  its  march.  It 
is  impossible  to  foresee  what  may  arise  from  all  the  complications  in  which  we 
find  ourselves,  and  I  should  not  be  sorry  to  re-enforce  my  little  army. 

Receive,  my  dear  general,  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration  and  en- 
tire regard. 

E.  JURIEN, 
Vice- Admiral,  Commander-in-chief  of  the 
French  expeditionary  troops  in  Mexico, 
His  Excellency  (General  Prim, 

Ckmnt  de  Reus,  marquis  of  Castilbios,  Commander-in-chief 

of  the  forces  of  Spain  in  Mexiro. 

P.  Sw — I  write  to  General  Lorencez  by  the  mail  which  carries  you  this  letter, 
that  if  the  position  of  the  Spanish  army  should  find    itself    in    the     slightest 

degree  threatened,  the  bataUion  of ,  which  left  Vera  Cruz  to  unite 

wSik  me  at  Tdraacan,  should  place  itself  at  once  under  your  orders. 


E.  J. 


F   Ex,  Doc.  54- 


i 
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BEPLY  OP   GENERAL   PRIM  TO   ADMIRAL   LAGRAYIBRife. 

[Traiuiktion  of  the  annexed  No.  2  to  the  despatch  No.  24,  of  Geneial  Prim.] 

General  Prim  to  Admiral  Jurien  de  Lagraveiri. 

Orizaba,  March  21,  18C2. 

My  Dear  General  :  M.  Legrand  has  delivered  to  me  jour  confidential  de- 
spatch and  esteemed  favor  of  the  20th. 

Before  all  else,  I  thank  you  for  the  order  vou  have  given  to  your  battalion  of 
■  to  remain  here  and  help  us  in  case  tne  Spanish  troops  should  find  them- 

selves menaced. 

In  inviting  you  to  allow  the to  rest  awhile  here,  it  was  not  at  all  on 

account  of  tne  possibility  of  their  help  being  needed,  since  at  this  moment  I 
find  myself  perfectly  tranquil,  threatened  by  no  danger,  and,  above  all,  because 
with  my  troops  I  fear  no  attack  from  the  Mexicans,  whatever  be  their  number. 
I  have  simply  wished  to  avoid  your  soldiers  fatiguing  themselves  in  case  that 
the  conference  once  met,  it  should  be  therein  agreed  to  exact  from  the  govem- 
emment  what  we  have  a  right  to  exact  firom  it,  without  departing  from  the 
policy  followed  until  this  time,  and  without  taking  from  the  principcd  object  of 
the  allied  expedition. 

Can  we  permit  that,  whilst  we  remain  tranquil  in  our  cantonments,  the  Mexi- 
can government  should  continue  vexing  our  coimtrymen  residing  throughout  the 
republic,  exacting  the  payment  of  the  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  their  re- 
spective capitals,  as  is  actually  done.  General  Doblado  giving  as  a  pretext  that 
he  has  the  right  to  demand  it  ?  Can  we  permit  the  same  Doblado  to  threaten 
us  with  the  re-establishment  of  the  decree  prohibiting  the  commercial  movement 
between  the  custom-house  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  interior  if  the  said  custom- 
house is  not  restored  to  him  1  Can  we  permit  that  a  forced  loan  of  500,000  dol- 
lars be  exacted  from  six  houses  in  Mexico,  three  of  them  Spanish,  calculating 
at  100,000  dollars  each  ? 

You  see,  dear  friend,  why  Sir  Charles  Wycke  and  myself  have  assumed  a 
more  energetic  attitude  than  that  we  held  when  you  left  us  the  last  time.  I 
send  you  enclosed  the  last  letter  of  Mr.  Doblado.  You  will  be  able  to  judge, 
in  seeing  it,  if  such  curtness  of  language  in  anyway  suits  us. 

In  General  Doblado's  letter,  and  in  my  explanations,  you  will  find  the  motive 
of  our  warlike  attitude ;  seek  for  no  other,  since  this  alone  exists.  I  do  not  use 
with  you  the  policy  of  a  diplomatist,  but  the  most  firamk.  I  speak  as  a  true 
soldier. 

From  the  first  you  have  had  the  same  idea,  "  to  avoid  being  reproached  with 
having  subjected  yourself  to- the  Spanish  general,"  and  now  wish  it  to  be  well 
understood  that  you  will  act  with  perfect  freedom,  and  establish  at  the  same 
time  that  in  future,  (as  until  now  it  may  have  been  said  that  the  expedition  of 
the  allies  was  a  Spanish  expedition,)  it  is  therefore  now  converted  into  a  French 
expedition. 

Neither  you  nor  I  have  on  any  occasion  had  complete  liberty  in  our  own  de- 
terminations, since  we  have  always  found  ourselves  obliged  to  act  in  accordance 
with  the  decisions  adopted  in  the  conferences,  far  as  regards  politics ;  as  to 
military  actions,  both  of  us  have  been  able  to  act  as  we  thought  proper,  and  I 
owe  you  the  justice  you  have  done  me,  acknowledging  that  for  my  part  I  have 
never,  upon  any  occasion,  done  anything  that  might  give  reason  to  believe  or 
even  to  suspect  it  was  not  so.  As  to  the  Spanish  contingent,  it  was  the  great- 
est, for  it  was  composed  of  6,000  men,  the  French  consisting  of  2,500,  and  that 
of  the  English  of  1,000 ;  but  not  for  this  has  the  expedition  ceased  to  be  an 
allied  expedition,  and  as  such  directed  solely  by  the  decisions  of  the  conferences. 
.Have  I  ever  asked  for  the  least  preference  1    Never.    You  have  seen  me  give 
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lace  to  yourself  and  jour  troops,  as  well  as  to  our  colleagues,  the  English,  and 
tieir  soldiers. 

In  fact,  the  French  contingent  is  the  greatest ;  hut  I  cannot  but  think  that 
re  shall  continue  to  he  an  alUed  expedition,  with  the  same  liberty  of  military 
iporation  as  its  chiefs  have  hitherto  enjoyed,  and  the  same  subjection,  as  before, 
fn  the  part  of  its  chiefs,  to  the  decrees  of  the  conferences,  unless  your  instruc- 
ions  oblige  you  to  withdraw,  to  act  afterwards  as  a  French  expedition,  which 
B  not  likely  to  be  the  case,  for  a  thousand  reasons  which  oppose  it.  We  have 
K)t  yet  left  for  Puebla  on  account  of  the  indisposition  of  Sir  Charles  Wycke, 
md  besides,  as  General  Doblado  has  not  arrived,  what  could  we  do  with  the 
rthers? 
The  ministers  of  finance  and  justice  have  arrived,  but  I  have  made  known  to 
liem  that  we  cannot  set  out  on  account  of  Sir  Charles  Wycke's  illness,  and  I 
lave  invited  them  to  come  here,  if  they  carry  sufficient  powers  to  treat  of  the 
raestions  referring  to  the  contribution  and  custom-house.  I  prefer  to  bum  our 
aiips  in  the  defence  of  our  countrymen,  than  with  the  object  of  exacting  an 
mmesty  entire  and  without  exceptions,  because  we  have  no  right,  at  this  mo- 
Bent,  to  demand  of  the  government  of  the  republic  to  permit  the  return  to  the 
arantry  of  those  exiled  for  political  causes,  when  it  knows  that  they  come  with 
the  intention  of  conspiring  and  of  attacking  the  government  and  the  constitu- 
tional institutions. 

Reflect,  my  friend,  upon  the  subject  with  your  usual  justice,  and  I  doubt  not, 
listening  to  your  loyalty,  you  will  think  with  us.  It  is  to  speak  of  all  these 
Teighty  matters  that  I  wish  we  could  meet  as  soon  as  possible,  and  for  this 
Rtsou  I  once  more  say  to  you  that  your  troops  are  safe  at  Tehuacan  as  mine 
ire  here,  since  all  the  Mexican  forces  united  would  not  dare  to  attack  them, 

Come,  then ;  for  here,  in  your  house,  I  expect  you,  and  I  extend  to  you  the 
laid  of  a  true  firiend. 

PRIM. 

It  is  a  correct  translation. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Corwin. 

So.  53.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingkm,  August  23,  1862. 

8rR:  Your  despatches  of  July  11  (No.  30)  and  July  28  (No.  31)  have  been 
received. 

The  tide  of  military  success  which  had  been  so  strong,  and  had  continued  in 
oor  favor  so  long,  was  checked  at  Richmond,  by  what  has  practically  proved  a 
drawn  battle. 

The  country  for  a  time,  unaccustomed  to  reverses,  seemed  at  first  to  be  con- 
Ponoded  by  their  disappointment.  Disputes  about  responsibilities  for  the  failure, 
tpprehensions,  multifarious  and  passionate  counsels,  succeeded,  oncouraging  the 
nsurgents  and  their  agents  and  sympathizers  ^.broad.  The  period  that  has  in- 
ervened  since  that  event  has  been  marked  by  few  exciting  or  striking  events, 
jnerilla  bands  have  been  emboldened,  but  have  not  effected  any  material  change 
s  the  military  position.  The  fall  of  the  Mississippi  has  obliged  the  sea-going 
art  of  our  fleet  that  was  engaged  at  Vicksburg  to  mil  down  the  river,  and  owing 
0  the  same  cause  the  canal  that  had  been  made  to  divert  the  stream  has  not 
ti  proved  effective.  The  assault  upon  Vicksburg  has,  therefore,  been  tempo- 
irily  suspended.  A  combined  land  and  naval  attack  by  the  insurgents  upon 
^n  Rouge  hafl  been  successfully  resisted.  The  casualties  of  the  service  in- 
easibly  reduced  our  armies  so  much  that,  after  the  battles  before  Richmond,  we 
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found  oarselves  obliged  to  let  them  remain  comparativelj  inactive.  The  peri« 
of  inactivity  has,  nevertheless,  been  well  improved.  The  President,  early 
July,  called  for  six  hundred  thousand  troops.  The  country  has  responded  wi 
earnestness  and  alacrity.  The  new  levies  began  to  enter  into  the  field  a  w© 
ago.  During  that  period  about  thirty  thousand  of  them  have  joined  the  differe 
armies,  and  the  increase  is  now  going  on,  and  will  continue,  at  the  rate  of  fi 
thousand  or  more  daily.  The  army  of  the  Potomac  became  divided  in  t 
battles  before  Richmond.  The  large  body  under  the  command  of  General  Id 
Clellan  has  rested  on  the  banks  of  the  James  river,  unable  to  renew  the  attat 
without  re-enforcements,  while  the  small  body  under  Greneral  Pope  was  n 
deemed  competent  to  march  southward,  and  it  was  even  doubtful  whether 
would  be  strong  enough  to  protect  this  capital  if  the  insurgents  should  aband 
Bichmond.  General  Halleck,  the  new  commander  of  all  the  forces,  therefoi 
detennined  to  withdraw  General  McClellan's  army  from  the  James  river,  m 
to  combine  it  with  Pope's,  on  the  line  of  the  Rappahannock,  and  in  front 
Richmond.  The  operation  was  one  of  admitted  delicacy  and  difficulty.  It 
not  yet  fully  completed.  The  first  part  of  it  has  been  accomplished  with  co 
Bummate  ability  and  entire  success.  The  whole  of  Greneral  McClellan's  forces- 
100,000  strong — ^have  evacuated  their  position  on  the  James  river,  and  are  nc 
on  their  way  to  the  new  front  on  the  Rappahannock.  Whether  the  juncti 
shall  be  successfully  effected  is  the  question  which  remains  undecided,  but  whi 
will  be  solved  probably  before  this  despatch  will  have  left  the  department. 

Our  condition  may  be  summed  up  in  the  few  words,  that  we  are  reorganizii 
and  preparing  for  a  new  campaign,  which  we  believe  will  be  successful,  ai 
which,  we  trust,  will  close  the  war,  with  the  return  of  the  authority  of  t 
federal  Union. 

Rumors  of  intrigues  abroad  for  foreign  intervention  or  mediation  reach  t 
government  continually,  but  they  do  not  at  present  produce  any  real  uneafiine^ 

Since  my  last  despatch  to  you  no  correspondence  has  passed  between  tl 
government  and  any  foreign  state  concerning  Mexico,  or  her  relations  wi 
France. 

I  do  not  recapitulate  the  reports  of  proceedings  on  that  subject  in  Euro 
which  are  brought  by  the  press,  because  they  may  not  be  authentic,  and  t 
President  thinks  that,  whether  they  are  so  or  not,  they  could  not,  in  either  cai 
furnish  occasion  for  instructions  for  your  guidance  under  existing  circumstanci 
We  see,  with  regret,  that  they  do  not  in  any  way  abate  the  embarrassments 
Mexico,  and  we  earnestly  hope  she  may  be  successful  in  surmounting  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Thomas  Corwin,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Corwin  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  32.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  op  America. 

Mexico,  August  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  Since  the  date  of  my  despatch  No.  31,  Mr.  Doblado  has  resigned  1 
position  of  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  and  taken  command  of  a  detachment 
troops  to  unite  with  the  corps  commanded  by  the  late  President  Commonfo 
Doblado,  I  learn,  is  to  be  commander  in  chief  of  this  army.  This  force  is 
first  drive  a  band  of  freebooters  out  of  the  mountains  near  Guadalajara,  and  th 
hold  itself  ready  to  protect  the  government  officials  should  they  be  driven  out 
this  city  by  the  defeat  of  Zaragoza's  army,  which  is  to  meet  the  French  shot 
*^^xr  advance  on  tbie  city,. 
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The  Frencli  forces^  about  seven  llioasand  in  number,  are  occupied  and  fortified 
at  Orizaba,  about  ninetj  milea  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty 
miles  fipom  this  city.  There  are  various  accounts  as  to  the  number  of  re-enforce- 
moits  to  come  from  France.  One  account  sets  them  down  at  10,000,  the  other 
at  20,000.  Adopting  either  number,  they  will  have  much  difficulty  in  reaching 
this  city  without  defeat  or  great  loss.  Zaragoza  has  now  under  him  full  fifteen 
thousand  men,  most  of  them  inured  to  war,  especially  guerilla  war,  for  which 
the  Mexicans,  in  general,  are  well  qualified.  And  this  is  the  very  kind  of  war 
most  useful  in  harassing  an  army  on  a  long  march  through  such  a  country  as 
the  French  must  pass  through  on  their  march  to  Orizaba  to  this  city.  If  the 
government  shoula  be  driven  from  this  place  by  the  failure  of  Zaragoza  to  check 
or  repulse  the  French,  then  it  will  fly  to  the  nearest  safe  position  in  one  of  the 
States,  most  probably  to  Morelia,  a  distance  of  about  two  hundred  miles  from 
Mexico.  Then  I  am  satisfied  it  is  the  policy  of  France  to  set  up  some  govern- 
ment in  the  capital,  call  it  the  government  de  facto,  treat  with  it  and  retire. 
This,  1  think,  is  the  most  likely  to  be  the  end  of  "  intervention,"  especially 
should  the  French  force  their  way  to  this  capital.  If  they  should  not,  it  is 
certain,  judging  from  the  temper  and  known  characteristics  of  the  French  people, 
that  large  armies  will  be  sent  here,  and  an  idefinite  expenditure  of  money  will 
be  requued  to  carry  on  successively  a  war  of  one  year  or  more,  to  achieve  the 
complete  conquest  of  this  country. 

K,  however,  in  the  meantime  the  northern  forces  in  the  United  States  shall 
succeed  in  gaining  a  decisive  victory  over  the  south,  so  as  to  forbid  all  hope  of 
a  division  of  our  Union,  I  agree  with  the  univerpal  opinion  of  discerning  minds 
here,  both  native  and  foreign,  that  France  will  find  some  honorable  way  of 
ridding  herself  at  once  from  her  Mexican  troubles.  In  short,  there  are  satis- 
&ctory  reasons  for  believing  that  the  fate  of  Mexican  interests  involved  in  the 
present  contest  will  be  determined  favorably,  or  otherwise,  as  the  tide  of  con- 
flict in  the  United  States  shall  set  one  way  or  the  other.  For  these  reasons  all 
ckeaes  here  wait  with  intense  anxiety  the  result  of  a  general  battle  at  Richmond. 
We  have  heard  nothing  from  that  quarter  since  General  McClellan  changed  the 
position  of  his  besieging  force,  and  nope  with  tremulous  uncertainty  of  mind  to 
get  some  good  news  by  the  forthcoming  mail  of  the  British  packet,  which  was 
due  at  Vera  Cruz  yesterday,  and  will  probably  reach  this  city  oy  the  30th  instant. 
Mr.  Fuente,  late  minister  to  France,  who  was  so  unceremoniously  treated 
lately  by  the  imperial  government  at  Paris,  succeeds  Mr.  Doblado  in  the  de- 
partment of  foreign  affairs  here.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  good  education,  great 
probity,  and  fine  talent.  We  here,  after  reading  the  British  "  blue  book,"  are 
at  a  loss  to  know  how  the  British  and  Spanish  governments  can  permit  the 
French  to  give  a  turn  to  the  objects  of  the  joint  intervention  at  war  with  the 
jomt  treaty  agreed  to  at  London;  yet  they  both  look  on  and  sec  the  French 
attempt  with  arms  to  overthrow  the  established  government  of  Mexico,  which 
they  both  assert  is  a  plain  infraction  of  the  treaty  agreed  to  by  France  with  thenif 
upon  which  basis  joint  intervention  was  moved. 

If  the  Mexican  government  had  money  to  maintain  and  arms  to  equip  troops, 
it  could  easily  bring  into  the  field  fifty  thousand  effective  men.  But  they  have 
neither  money  nor  arms ;  and  hence,  in  a  contest  with  a  rich  and  warlike  nation, 
they  must  be  regarded  as  dependent  on  the  justice  of  a  possible  conqueror. 

1  have  been  asked  to  send  home  a  supplemental  treaty  extending  the  time  of 
ratification  agreed  on  by  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  Apnl  last.  This  is  urged 
on  the  ground  that  a  great  and  favorable  change  in  our  situation  may  take  place 
after  the  6th  of  October  next,  when  the  ratification  of  our  treaty  (now  on  the 
table  of  the  Senate)  expires.  And,  secondly,  if  it  is  not  likely  that  the  treaty 
vill  ever  be  ratified,  while  it  is  pending  and  not  reiected,  Mejuco  will  seem  t^ 


] 
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have  one  friend*  and  tihey  be  left  to  hope ;  whereas,  if  it  be  rejected,  she  will  be 
reduced  to  despair  of  eimer  friendly  feelings  or  aid  from  any  quarter. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CORWIN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 
Secretary  of  Suae  of  tie  United  Statei,  Wa$JUngtm,  D.  (7. 


A  1,  Despatch  No.d2. 


City  of  Mexico,  August  14,  1862. 

Sir:  The  representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  of  the  republic 
of  Ecuador,  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  of  the  republic  of  Peru, 
and  of  Venezuela,  have  the  honor  of  addressing  your  excellency  with  the  pur- 
pose of  seriously  calling  your  attention  to  the  pamphlet  recently  publishea  in 
this  city  by  the  Sefior  Diputado  Don  Ygnacio  Manuel  Attimirano,  entitled 
*  Some  words  with  reference  to  Mr.  Wagner." 

The  unusual  maimer  in  which  the  author  of  this  pamphlet  speaks  of  foreign 
governments  and  their  representatives  accredited  to  the  government  of  Mexico, 
using  for  his  purpose  langua^  opposed  to  the  usages  and  customs  of  all  civilized 
countries  in  whicn  the  consideration  due  to  the  high  chaiacter  with  which  a  di- 
plomatic representative  is  invested  is  never  forgotten — ^these  considerations  have 
induced  the  undersigned  to  address  to  your  excellency  the  present  collective 
note,  persuaded  as  &y  are  that  your  excellency,  as  well  as  the  President  of  the 
republic  have  seen  with  displeasure  the  pamphlet  to  which  they  refer.  The 
undersigned  do  not  doubt  that  the  Mexican  government  will  take  the  measnres 
which  will  be  proper  not  only  for  the  present  case,  but  also  those  which  may  be 
necessary  to  prevent  similar  attacks  hereafter  against  foreign  representatives ; 
since  if  this  be  not  done,  it  will  be  impossible  to  maintain  the  good  harmony 
and  perfect  understanding  which  ought  always  to  subsist  between  Mexico  and 
friendly  nations. 

In  addressing  this  note  to  your  excellency,  the  undersigned  would  remark  that 
the  publication  complained  of  derives  its  peculiar  significancy  from  the  fact  that 
the  supreme  government  of  Mexico  has  assumed  the  entire  control  of  the  public 
press,  and  has  actually,  within  the  past  few  months,  suppressed  the  issuing  of 
two  newspapers  for  having  published  articles  which  it  deemed  injurious  to  the 
public  interests. 

The  article  relative  to  Mr.  Wagner,  the  minister  of  Pmsbia,  having  been 
published  in  pamphlet  form,  and  anerwards  reproduced  in  two  of  the  public 
papers  of  this  city,  without  having  been  noticed  by  the  public  authorities,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  will,  we  fear,  be  looked  upon  as  being  approved  by  the  gov- 
ernment. The  undersigned  would  therefore  most  seriously  call  the  attention  of 
your  excellency  to  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  preventing  such  attacks  upon 
the  representatives  of  foreign  governments  resident  in  Mexico. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  excellency 
the  assurances  of  their  distinguished  consideration. 

THOS.  CORWIN. 

FRAN'CO  DE  P.  PASTOR. 

AUG.  V.  KINT  DE  ROUDENBECK. 

MANUEL  NICHOLAS  OORPAUCK. 

NARCISO  DE  P'CO  MARTIN. 
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[Ihuulation  A  2,  Dnpatch  No.  32.] 

National  Palace, 

Mexico,  August  15,  1862. 
The  ondenigned,  chief  clerk  of  the  department  of  foreign  relations  and  gov- 
enunent,  in  charge  of  its  duties,  in  reply  to  the  collective  note  which  messieors 
the  representatives  of  the  United  3tates  of  America,  of  the  republic  of  Ecuador,  of 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  of  the  republics  of  Peru  and  of  Venezuela, 
have  thought  proper  to  address  to  him  in  reference  to  the  pamphlet  which  has 
been  recently  published  in  this  capital  by  the  deputy,  Don  Ignacio  Manuel 
Aldmirano,  has  the  honor,  a^r  having  laid  its  contents  before  the  citizen  presi- 
dent, and  having  received  his  superior  opinion,  to  inform  his  excellency  Mr. 
Thomas  Corwin  and  the  other  worthy  representatives  who  subscribe  to  the 
aforesaid  communication,  that  as  soon  as  it  was  known  in  this  department  that 
this  publication  had  been  made,  it  was  ordered  that  it  should  be  aenounced  by 
the  censor  of  the  press,  agreeably  to  the  law ;  and  that  recently,  and  in  deference 
to  the  wishes  expressed  in  their  joint  note,  the  order  has  been  renewed  in  like 
mamier  that  the  copies  of  the  said  pamphlet  be  collected  together,  and  that  here- 
after the  same  may  be  don^  with  any  other  publication  of  whatsoever  character, 
irhich  may  contain  anything  injurious  or  offensive  to  the  foreign  governments  or 
to  their  accredited  representatives  near  the  government  of  this  republic. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  excellency 
Mr.  Corwin,  and  to  his  worthy  colleagues,  the  assurances  of  his  very  distin- 
gushed  consideration. 

JUAN  DE  D.  ARIAS. 
Hia  Excellency  Thomas  Corwin, 

Envoy  Elxtraordi$uiry  and  Minuter  Plenipotentiary  of  the 

United  States  of  America. 


[Translatbn  A  3,  Despatch  No.  32.] 

National  PaLacb, 

Mexico,  August  16,  1862. 

The  undersigned*  chief  clerk  of  the  department  of  foreign  relations,  in  charge 
of  its  duties,  baa  the  honor  to  transmit  to  his  excellency  the  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  his  information 
ffld  that  of  bis  cofieagues  the  representatives  of  the  friendly  powers  accredited 
Bear  this  goveitiment,  three  copies  of  the  same  number  of  official  communications, 
which,  under  date  of  yesterday,  the  censor  of  the  press,  the  citizen  Francisco 
Lazo  Estrada  has  addressed  to  this  department,  with  reference  to  the  articles 
pnbii^ed  against  Mr.  Warner. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  his  excellency 
nomas  Corwin  the  assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

JUAN  DE  D.  ARIAS, 
ffis  Excellency  Thomas  Corwin, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 

United  States  of  America,  Dean  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps. 


\ 
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[Translation.] 

Office  ep  the  Censor  of  the  Press  for  the  District  of  Mexico. 

To  the  citizen.,  minister  of  foreign  relations  and  government  i 

Sir  :  In  virtue  of  your  superior  order,  wliicb  I  have  just  received,  I  Lave  pro- 
ceeded to  denounce  the  pamphlet  which  has  positively  been  published  under  the 
title  ^f  "  Some  observations  to  Mr.  Wagner  in  reference  to  what  has  occurred 
with  Mr.  Altimirano,  by  Alfred  Chavdro,"  commanding,  also,  the  judge  to  collect 
the  copies  and  to  issue  the  proper  oriders  to  prevent  its  sale  and  circulation,  and 
also  that  of  any  other  printed  similar  document.  To  that  end  I  have  agam 
ffiven  notice  to  publishers  of  the  article  relative  to  the  law  of  the  press,  which 
forbids  them,  under  penalties,  to  consent  to  the  circulation  of  any  printed  mat- 
ter before  the  censor  shall  have  received  the  first  copy  which  may  be  printed- 
Liberty  and  reform.    Mexico,  August  15,  1862. 

P.  LAZO  ESTRADA. 

Mexico,  August  16,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

JUAN  DE  D.  ABIAS. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Corwin. 


No.  55.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Seiptemher  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  August  28  fNo.  32)  has  been  received.  The  retii^ 
ment  of  Mr.  Doblado  from  the  office  ot  secretary  of  foreign  aflFairs  is  an  impor- 
tant event.  This  government  is  impressed  with  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  his 
ability  and  his  integrity. 

Prom  your  representations  I  think  it  must  be  assumed  that  the  war  in  Mexico 
is  only  now  about  to  begin.  It  is  sincerelv  hoped  here  that  it  may  end  witK  as 
little  of  public  injury  as  possible,  and  without  a  subversion  of  the  free  institu- 
tions of  the  republic. 

At  the  moment  when  I  am  writing  this  paper  the  public  mind  is  disturbed, 
and  even  somewhat  alarmed.  General  McUlellan  succeeded  in  bringing  his 
army  away  from  the  James  river  and  placing  it  at  and  near  Alexandria  without 
battle  and  without  loss.  But  Greneral  Pope,  who,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
diversion  in  favor  of  General  McClellan,  had  advanced  with  a  smaller  force  to 
the  Rapidan,  was  successfully  flanked  by  a  large  insurrectionary  force,  and  was 
thus  obliged  to  retire  hastily  to  the  vicinity  of  Manassas.  Becoming  involved 
there  in  several  engagements,  in  which  he  suffered  severe  loss,  he  at  length 
withdrew  to  the  line  of  the  fortifications  in  front  of  this  city.  These  reverses 
are  supposed  to  have  resulted  from  a  want  of  co-operation  and  support  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  corps  which  had  been  just  before  hastily  detacned  from  the 
command  of  General  McClellan  and  assigned  to  General  Pope's  command.  An 
inquiry  has  been  instituted  with  a  view  to  ascertain  with  whom  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  reverses  rests. 

Meantime  the  insurgents,  profiting  by  their  success,  passed  up  through  the 
country  to  the  places  where  the  Potomac  is,  at  this  season,  nearly  everywhere 
fordable,  and  threw  a  large  force  across  the  river,  occupying  Frederick  and  the 
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fine  of  the  Monocacy.  There  they  appealed  to  the  people  of  Maryland  to  rise 
and  join  them,  while  they  seemed  to  threaten  equally  Washington,  Baltimore, 
iDd  the  southern  part  of  Pennsylvania.  A  considerable  force  was,  however, 
promptly  organized  and  sent  up  under  General  McGlellan  to  meet  them.  We 
hear  to-day  that,  having  evacuated  Frederick,  they  have  entered  Hagerstown, 
thus  apparently  relinquishing  any  design  of  striking  at  either  Baltimore  or 
Washington  on  the  northern  side  of  the  Potomac. 

The  same  aggressive  policy  has  been  practiced  in  the  west,  and  for  several 
days  the  insurgents  have  been,  or  seemed  to  be,  marching  on  Cincinnati  and 
LouisviUe.  Preparations  have  been  made  to  repel  them,  and  while  I  am  writing 
the  telegraph  reports  that  they  are  retracing  their  steps  and  falling  back  from 
the  Ohio. 

I  might  give  you  more  details  of  the  military  position,  but  it  is  likely  to 
change  any  day.  Our  forces  are  being  largely  augmented,  and  our  generals 
are  confident  of  their  ability  to  retrieve  our  losses  and  restore  the  former  for- 
tmies  of  the  war.  While  the  government  indulges  this  expectation  we  must 
abide  by  results,  and  news  of  these  ^viU  probably  reach  you  sooner  than  this 
despatco. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Thomas  Corwin,  Esq.i  Sfc^  Sfc„  Sfc.,  Mexico, 


Mr.  Cortoin  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  33.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

M:xico,  September  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  Nothing  has  occurred  here  since  the  date  of  my  last  despatch  which 
could  give  any  new  information  to  our  government  as  to  the  aim  and  ultimate 
designs  of  the  French  Emperor  upon  this  part  of  the  American  continent.  My 
own  conclusions  on  the  subject  are  founded  upon  facts,  I  dare  say,  better  known 
at  Washington  than  they  are  here.  I  need,  therefore,  only  say  now  that  recent 
events  in  France  and  elsewhere  on  the  continent  of  Europe  all  tend  to  render 
the  conquest  and  subjugation  of  Mexico  by  French  power  quite  impracticable. 
How  much  of  carnage  will  be  required  to  restore  the  supposed  damaged  prestige 
of  the  French  arms  remains  to  be  seen.  But  this  being  accomplished,  I  confi- 
dently anticipate  a  treaty,'  good  or  bad,  for  this  republic,  by  which  all  French 
questions  with  Mexico  will  be  for  the  present  adjusted. 

The  news  from  home,  received  here  up  to  the  2d  of  September,  give  some 
fiunt  hope  that  the  battles  about  that  time  fought  near  Bull's  Bun  may  be  '*  the 
beginning  of  the  end."  I  wait  with  eager  anxiety  for  the  news  by  the  next 
British  packet,  which  must  reach  us  in  a  day  or  two  hence.  Mexico,  or  rather 
the  thinking  men  of  Mexico,  look  upon  our  struggle  with  as  deep  and  absorbing 
interest  as  that  which  they  feel  in  regard  to  their  own  impending  conflict.  They 
seem  to  entertain  a  sad  and  profound  conviction  that  our  failure  will  be  the  doom 
of  fir«e  government  everywhere  on  the  earth. 
I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  COBWIN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secret^ury  of  StaU  qf  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Cerwin. 

No.  58.]  Dbpartment  of  State, 

Washingtm,  October  21,  1862. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  September  28  (No.  33)  has  been  received.  It  is 
earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  the  war  of  France  against  Mexico  may  last  no  longer 
and  have  a  conclusion  no  more  unfavorable  to  Mexico  than  you  anticipate. 

The  present  military  situation  here  may  be  described  in  a  few  words.  Our 
spring  campaign,  so  fruitful  in  victories,  closed  with  reverses'  in  the  last  weeks 
of  July.  An  insurgent  invasion  of  the  loyal  States  began  with  successes  in 
August  and  was  arrested  in  September..  Our  armies  are  now  renewed,  our  naval 
force  increasing,  and  a  decisive  campaign  will  soon  be  opened.  The  insurgents 
excited  in  European  capitals  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  the  success  of  their 
campaign  of  invasion,  promising  nothing  less  than  the  capture  and  capitulation 
of  Washington,  with  the  occupation  of  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  New  Orleans, 
Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia.  They  built  high  hopes  of  recognition  upon  this 
magnificent,  though  precarious,  foundation.  From  £urope  we  hear  little  that  is 
definite,  but  there  is  manifestly  some  difficulty  there  in  digesting  disappoint- 
ments. The  abuses  of  the  neutrality  proclaimed  by  the  government,  which  fire 
daily  committed  by  British  subjects  in  British  ports  and  on  the  high  seas,  have 
become  not  merely  annoying  but  deeply  injurious.  We  are  doing  everything 
possible  to  prevent  a  ripening  of  these  disturbances  into  a  war  upon  the  ocean, 
which  would  probably  leave  no  nation  free  from  its  desolating  effects. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Thomas  Corwin,  Esq^  4^.»  4^-»  4^.>  Mexico. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 


Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

WashingUmj  May  10,  1S62. 

Mr.  Secretary:  The  extraordinary  events  which  have  tj^Len  place  in 
Mexico  during  the  last  month,  and  which  confirm  the  fear  that  on  several  occa^ 
sions  I  have  expressed  to  you  verbally  and  in  writing,  namely,  that  the  real 
intention  of  the  allies  was  to  subvert  the  republican  form  of  government  now 
existing  in  Mexico,  and  to  establish  there  a  monarchy,  with  a  European  prince 
npon  the  throne,  induce  me  to  address  yon  again,  and  to  transmit  to  you  the 
documents  mentioned  in  the  annexed  index,  which,  on  an  attentive  examination 
of  them,  place  beyond  all  doubt,  if  any  were  yet  possible,  the  object  with  which 
France  has  entered  on  the  expedition,  and  the  plans  which  its  commissioners 
are  proposing  to  develop. 

On  the  19th  of  February  last  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Spain,  England,  and 
France,  and  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  Mexico,  signed,  at  Soledad,  a 
convention,  which  will  be  found  among  the  annexed  documents,  in  article  1st  of 
which  the  allies  implicitly  acknowledged  "  that  the  constitutional  government 
which  now  rules  in  the  Mexican  republic  ♦  •  •  has  in  itself  the  elements 
of  force  and  of  opinion  to  preserve  itself  from  any  intestine  revolt,"  and  in  con- 
sideration of  this  and  of  the  non-acceptance  of  the  aid  which  they  had  offered  to 
the  Mexie&n  people  in  establishing  a  government,  they  agreed  "to  enter  immedi- 
a^Jj^  on  the  ground  of  treaties  in  order  to  put  m  dw.^  form  all  the  demands 
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whkh  they  had  to  make  m  the  name  of  their  respective  nations."  In  article 
Jd  they  solemnly  declared  that  "  they  designed  nothing  against  the  independ- 
mce,  sovereignty,  and  integrity  of  the  territory  of  the  republic,"  and  owing  to 
hcse  declarations,  which  the  government  of  Mexico  believed  to  have  been  made 
a  good  faith,  the  forces  of  France,  as  well  as  those  of  the  other  allied  powers, 
rere  permitted  to  leave  the  unhealthy  region  of  Vera  Cruz,  where  the  influence 
f  the  climate  had  already  decimated  them,  and  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
estroy  them  without  any  fighting. 

Shortly  after  that  convention  was  signed,  (Jeneral  Lorencez  arrived  at  Vera 
Jruz  with  a  re-enforcement  of  three  thousand  men  for  the  French  contingent ; 
nd  although  it  seemed  inferable  from  the  spirit  of  the  convention  that  the  allies 
rere  not  to  augment  their  forces,  the  government  of  Mexico,  wishing  to  put  aside 
very  cause  of  disagreement,  did  not  oppose  the  landing  of  those  re-enforcements 
t  Vera  Cruz  nor  their  going  into  the  interior  of  the  country. 

In  the  said  second  article  of  the  convention  of  Soledad  it  was  agreed  that 
i^tiations  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  should  be  opened  at  Orizaba.  At  the 
leginning  the  1st  of  April  last  was  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  these  nego- 
lations,  the  meeting  for  which  purpose  was  afterwards  postponed  until  the  15th 
tf  the  same  month.  Meanwhile  the  time  agreed  on  arrived ;  a  degenerate  Mcxi- 
ao,  whom  France  had  picked  up  as  an  instrument  for  carrying  into  effect  its 
ilans  for  the  establishment  of  monarchy  in  Mexico,  landed  at  Vera  Cruz,  bearing 
astmctions  from  the  Emperor's  government  of  a  character  incompatible  with 
he  stipulations  of  the  convention  of  Soledad.  The  French  plenipotentiaries, 
lolding  themselves  subject  to  these  instructions,  did  not  hesitate,  not  only  to  be 
iheady  wanting  in  solemn  agreements  which  they  had  signed  in  the  name  of  the 
np^i^  government  and  to  ignore  the  very  government  which,  a  little  before, 
^y  had  acknowledged  to  be  "  ruling  the  country  constitutionally,  and  with  all 
die  elements  of  force  and  of  opinion  to  preserve  itself  from  any  intestine  revolt," 
i&d  to  declare  it  an  oppressive  and  violent  minority,  but  even  to  go  so  far  as  to 
beak  the  treaty  of  London,  which  bound  them  to  their  allies,  by  giving  to  that 
le^y,  in  order  to  support  their  indescribable  conduct  with  a  slight  pretext  of 
^etaon,  a  violent  interpretation,  and  one  contrary  to  that  which  was  given  to  it 
ij  the  commissioners  of  England  and  Spain. 

The  French  plenipotentiaries,  entirely  ignoring  the  convention  of  Soledad,  com- 
mmieated  to  the  government  of  Mexico,  under  date  of  the  9(;h  of  April,  already 
naotioned,  that  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month  they  would  begin  hostilities,  at 
lie  same  time  that  the  Spaniards  were  withdrawing  from  the  country  in  order 
lot  to  authorize,  by  theur  presence,  the  aggressions  which  their  allies  were  pre* 
ttring  to  commit  In  a  singular  manifesto  which  the  French  commissioners 
asoed  at  Cordova  on  the  16th  of  April,  to  be  found  among  the  annexed  docu- 
seats,  and  in  which  they  begin  bv  declaring  again  that  they  have  not  come  to 
lexieo  "  to  take  part  in  internal  dissensions,"  although  their  acts  manifest  the 
natnuy — and  it  may  be  said,  by  the  way,  that  this  is  not  the  first  case  in  which 
beir  words  are  in  lamentable  contradiction  to  their  deeds— they  throw  off  for  once 
lie  m^k  which  hides  them,  and  make  an  appeal  to  all  Mexicans  who  have  con- 
Idenee  in  their  intervention,  (the  French  intervention,)  to  overthrow  the  oppres- 
ite  and  violent  minority,  which  they  assert  is  formed  of  one-tenth  of  the  popu- 
iatuw  of  the  country.  They  proclaim,  therefore,  that  t^y  are  going  to  give  to 
%t  remaining  nine-tenths  the  courage  to  declare  their  will. 

After  appealing  in  this  document  to  the  oppressed  part  of  the  population,  and 
exhorting  them  to  have  the  courage  to  express  their  will,  the  representatives  of 
Fnnoe  threaten  that  if  they  remain  inert  and  do  not  proceed  to  give  by  their 
exertions  a  significance  and  practical  moral  to  the  support  of  France,  they  will 
tbttidon  them  to  their  fate,  and  the  commissioners  will  *<no  longer  concern  them- 
■d?e3  with  anything  bnt  the  precise  interests  in  view  of  whidh  the  convention 
^  London  was  condaded."     is  not  this  explicitly  admitting  that  the  support 
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of  France  in  itself,  and  without  the  co-operation  of  vicious  Mexicans,  has  neither 
a  significance  nor  a  practical  moral,  and  that  such  support  was  not  one  of  the 
precise  interests  for  which  the  treaty  of  London  was  signed  1 

If  any  doubt  should  remain  relative  to  the  complicity  of  Mr.  Juan  N.  Al- 
monte in  the  designs  which  France  entertains  against  his  country,  it  will  suffice 
to  read  the  manifesto  which  he  published  at  Cordova  on  the  17th  of  April,  and 
the  note  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries  to  the  government  of  Mexico,  dated  the 
9th  of  the  same  month,  in  which  they  refuse  to  remove  him  from  the  French 
camp.  Mr.  Juan  N.  Almonte  asserts  that  "  he  has  reason  to  know,  and  does 
know,  the  wishes  of  the  allied  governments,  and  especially  the  wishes  of  his  Ma- 
jesty the  Emperor  of  the  French,"  whose  representatives,  he  says,  "  manifest 
the  true  wishes  of  the  allies."-  The  French  commissioners,  in  their  turn,  assert 
that  Almonte  "was  invited  by  the  Emperor  to  proceed  to  Mexico  to  fulfil  a  mis- 
sion of  peace,"  and  that  "he  is  invested  with  the  confidence  of  one  of  the  allied 
governments." 

Among  the  letters  which  were  intercepted  from  Mr.  Juan  N.  Almonte  himself 
was  the  plan  of  a  pronunciamento  in  his  favor,  which  I  transmit  with  the  an- 
nexed documents.  After  an  attentive  perusal  of  that  plan  and  a  consideration 
of  the  other  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  is  very  evident  that  the  designs  of 
France  consist  in  taking  the  city  of  Mexico,  in  installing  there  a  titled  govern- 
ment with  Mr.  Juan  N.  Almonte  at  its  head,  and  in  causing,  under  this  shadow 
and  unfler  the  pressure  of  foreign  bayonets,  monarchy  to  be  proclaimed,  and  the 
Archduke  Maximilian,  of  Austria,  or  some  prince  whom  the  Emperor  may  think 
proper  to  designate  to  be  called  to  the  throne.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that 
France  will  avail  herself  of  all  the  circumitions  and  precautions  which  may  be 
suitable  for  making  it  appear  to  the  eyes  of  the  world  that  her  forces  are  doing 
nothing  more  than  paying  respect  to  the  will  of  the  people  of  Mexico,  and  that 
the  change  which  may  take  place  in  that  country  does  not^  emanate  from  those 
forces.  Even  if  she  should  succeed  in  causing  such  a  thing  to  be  believed,  she 
could  not  hide  the  flagrant  act  by  which  she  abandons  in  her  policy  in  America 
the  principle  of  non-intervention  which  she  has  followed  in  her  policy  in  Eu- 
rope. Nor  is  this  the  first  case  in  which  it  is  noticed  that  the  European  powers 
are  following,  in  their  relations  with  the  nations  of  this  continent,  different  rules 
from  those  which  they  observe  amongst  each  other. 

The  war  between  Mexico  and  France,  which  my  government  has  endeavored 
to  avoid  as  long  as  it  could,  even  at  the  expense  of  undue  concessions,  must 
already  therefore  have  broken  out ;  and  as  it  is  not  temporary  interests  apper- 
taining exclusively  to  Mexico  which  are  involved  in  it,  but  the  cause  of  democ- 
racy defended  against  the  encroachments  of  Europe,  which  is  trying  to  impose 
on  us  institutions  that  we  repudiate— the  cause  of  national  self-government 
against  foreign  intervention  and  domination,  in  which  the  other  nations  of  this 
continent  have  an  equal  interest — I  deem  it  my  duty  to  address  you,  in  order  to 
inquire  of  you  whether,  in  the  contingency,  unfortunately  very  probable,  that 
France  shall  continue  to  use  the  force  which  she  has  in  Mexico  in  the  same 
direction  which  she  has  hitherto  done  to  compel  the  Mexican  people  to  substi- 
tute their  present  institutions  for  monarchical  ones,  and  to  accept  as  king  a 
European  prince,  the  United  States  will  look  with  indifference  on  the  contest, 
or  whether  they  will  not  assume,  in  defence  of  republican  institutions  and  of  the 
independence  of  America,  the  part  which  belongs  to  them  in  virtue  of  the  im- 
portant character  which  they  represent  on  the  continent,  and  of  the  great  inter- 
ests which  they  have  in  it. 

I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt  that  the  United  States,  which  I  must  suppose 

appreciate  at  its  true  value  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  will  adopt  the  course 

which  justly  befits  them  as  the  previous  propagators  and  defenders  of  republi- 

caD  2DBtitnt\on%  in  America.     It  is  impossible  to  hide  from  them  the  fact  that,  if 

such  inatitutiouB  ahoold  perish  in  Mexico,  and  that  country  remain  actodly 
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under  tlie  domination  of  Europe,  the  American  Union  would  find  itself  threat- 
ened with  complications  and  dangers,  which  it  is  perhaps  possible  for  it  now  to 
aroid  by  taking,  against  European  encroachments,  that  imposing  and  decisive 
attitude  which  is  demanded  by  its  traditional  policy  and  by  its  peculiar  inter- 
ests, identified  with  those  of  the  continent. 

It  will  afford  me  much  pleasure  to  be  enabled  to  transmit  to  my  government 
the  assurances  in  regard  to  this  matter  which  you  may  feel  yourself  at  liberty 
to  give  me  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  since  they  may  perhaps  have  an  in- 
fluence in  strengthening  the  determination  of  the  people  of  Mexico  to  resist  in- 
defatigably,  and  to  the  last  extremity,  those  who  are  trying  to  wrest  from  them 
the  inestimable  blessings  of  liberty  and  independence  by  chaining  them  at  the 
feet  of  the  tyrants  of  Europe. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


[TraoBlatioD.] 

MEXICAN  LEGATION  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OP  AMERICA. 

hdex  of  documents  transmitted  on  this  date  hy  the  Mexican  legation  at  Wash- 
ingtan  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  which  arc 
annexed  to  the  note  of  this  date  in  regard  to  the  attempt  to  cstahlish  monarchy 
m  Mexico. 


Ko. 


Date. 


Contents. 


10 
II 

12 
13 


1862. 
Feb.     19 
Feb.     23 

April      9 


April  11 
April      9 

April  16 
April  12 
....do .... 
ApiU    14 

....do.... 


April    17 
May       3 


Preliminary  oouvention  of  Soledad. 

Circular  to  the  governors  of  the  Mexican  States  accompauying  said  con- 
vention. 

Note  of  the  allied  oommissloners  to  the  government  of  Mexico,  informing 
it  that  they  do  not  agree  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the  treaty  of  Lon- 
don, and  that  they  each  of  them  will  act  separately. 

Reply  of  the  Mexican  government  to  the  preceding  note. 

Note  of  the  French  commissioners  refusing  to  give  up  Mr.  J.  N.  Almonte, 
and  giving  notice  that  they  are  going  to  commence  hostilities. 

Manifesto  of  the  French  commissioners  to  the  Mexicans. 

Manifesto  of  the  President  to  the  nation. 

Decree  of  the  government  of  Mexico  regulating  military  operations. 

Circular  of  General  Zaragoza,  commander-in-chief  of  the  Mexican  army 
of  the  east. 

Proclamation  of  the  same  to  his  subordinates. 

Plan  of  a  pronunciamento  in  favor  of  Almonte,  circulated  by  him,  and 
the  letter  accompanying  it. 

Manifesto  of  Mr.  J.  N.  Almonte. 

Circular  of  the  Spanish  governor  of  Vera  Cruz  to  the  members  of  the 
chapter  forming  the  corporation  of  Vera  Cruz. 


WAflHiiQi05,  May  10,  1862. 


ROMERO, 
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No.  I. 

Preliminary  arrangement  agreed  upon  between  the  Count  of  Reus  and  the  See 
retary  ^  State  of  the  Mexican  republic, 

1.  Seeing  that  the  constitational  government  which  rules  at  present  in  the 
Mexican  republic  has  declared  to  the  commissioners  of  the  allied  powers  that  it 
does  not  need  the  assistance  which  they  have  so  kindly  offered  to  the  Mexican 
people,  as  they  have  in  themselves  the  elements  of  force  and  opinion  to  preserve 
themselves  against  any  intestine  rebellion,  the  allies  enter  immediately  upon  the 
task  of  putting  in  due  form  all  the  demands  which  they  have  to  make  in  the 
name  of  their  respective  nations. 

2.  For  that  purpose,  and  declaring,  as  the  representatives  of  the  allied  nations 
declare,  that  they  have  no  designs  against  the  independence,  sovereignty,  and 
integrity  of  the  Mexican  republic,  the  negotiations  will  be  opened  at  Orizaba, 
at  which  city  the  commissioners  and  two  of  the  ministers  of  the  republic  will 
meet,  except  in  case  that,  by  common  agreement,  it  is  agreed  to  name  delegates 
as  representatives  on  both  sides. 

3.  During  the  negotiations  the  forces  of  the  allied  powers  shall  occupy  the 
three  towns  of  Cordova,  Orizaba,  and  Tehuacan,  with  their  natural  approaches. 

4.  In  order  that  it  may  not  be  even  remotely  believed  that  the  allies  have 
signed  these  preliminaries  to  obtain  a  passage  by  the  fortified  positions  which 
the  Mexican  army  garrisons,  it  is  stipulated  that  in  the  unfortunate  event  of  ne- 
gotiations being  broken  off,  the  forces  of  the  allies  will  abandon  the  towns  before 
named,  and  place  themselves  again  in  the  lines  that  are  in  advance  of  said  forti- 
fications, in  the  direction  of  Vera  Cruz.  Paso  Ancho,  on  the  Cordova  road,  and 
Paso  de  Ovejas,  on  the  Jalapa  road,  being  mentioned  as  the  principal  extreme 
points. 

5.  If  the  unfortunate  circumstance  should  happen  of  breaking  off  the  negotia- 
tions, and  of  the  allied  troops  withdrawing  to  the  lines  pointed  out  in  the  pre- 
ceding article,  the  hospitals  that  the  allies  may  have  shall  remain  under  the 
safeguard  of  the  Mexican  nation. 

6.  On  the  day  that  the  allied  troops  begin  their  march  to  occupy  the  places 
mentioned  in  the  third  article,  the  Mexican  flag  shall  be  raised  on  the  city  of 
Vera  Cruz  and  on  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa. 

La  Soledad,  nineteenth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 
MANUEL  DOBLADO. 

Approved.  .  C.  LENNOX  WYCKE. 

Approved.  HUGH  DUNLOP. 


The  above  preliminaries  are  approved. 
The  above  preliminaries  are  approved. 


A.  DE  SALIGNY. 
E.  JURIEN. 
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Mexico,  February  23,  1862. 
I  approve  these  preliminaries,  in  virtue  of  the  ample  powers  with  which  I  am 
inrestea. 

BENITO  JUAREZ, 

President  of  the  Republic, 
JESUS  TERAN, 
Minister  of  Foreign  and  Home  Affairs, 
A  true  copy, 

JUAN  DE  BIOS  ARIAS. 

Washington,  May  10,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  2. 

Office  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  articles  signed  hy  citizen 
Manual  Doblado,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
allied  powers,  which  have  been  approved  of,  with  the  accompanying  date,  by 
tiie  citizen  president  of  the  republic. 

The  commissioners  of  the  above  powers,  in  view  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  and  the  explanations  given  \j  the  government  with  respect  to  its  ele- 
ment, its  force,  and  the  stability  which  is  assured  to  it  by  the  consummation 
of  the  reform  made  in  all  nations,  at  a  cost  of  sacrifices  more  sanguinary  and 
pennanent  than  those  which  it  has  cost  the  republic,  and  which  is  firmly  based 
on  those  of  stability,  peace,  and  prosperity,  have  understood  that  the  subjects 
of  their  governments  do  not  need  the  support  of  force  to  enjoy  the  guarantees 
which  are  assured  to  them  by  treaties,  and  keeping  themselves  apart  from  the 
domestic  politics  of  the  nation,  will  limit  themselves  to  treat  upon  the  remon- 
Btrances  in  question  and  the  differences  that  exist  between  those  powers  and  the 
republic. 

As  the  constitutional  government  is  disposed  to  satisfy  those  remonstrances 
as  far  as  is  consonant  with  justice,  and  flatters  itself  that  the  above  powers  will 
pat  the  same  limit  to  their  pretensions,  it  hopes  that  all  foreign  questions  of  the 
republic  will  be  promptly  and  satisfactorily  arranged.  It  will  then  be  able  to 
devote  itself  exclusively  to  extinguish  the  few  elements  of  discord  and  disorder 
that  the  recent  glorious  war  of  reform  has  left  behind  it,  and  binding  firmeip  and 
finner  the  raarantees  and  welfare  of  natives  and  foreigners,  it  expects  that  there 
will  begin  for  the  republic  the  era  of  prosperity  which  has  everywhere  followed 
reform. 

The  citizen  president,  whose  faith  in  the  future  of  the  country  has  never 
filtered,  trusts  that  you,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  your  State,  will  second  him, 
taking  care  that  foreigners  enjoy  complete  safety  in  their  persons  and  interests, 
and  that  the  public  spirit  maintain  itself,  as  it  has  hitherto,  firm  and  resolved,  in 
ease,  which  he  does  not  expect,  that  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  questions  under 
discussion  should  be  impossible. 
God  and  Liberty  I  Mexico,  February  23,  1862. 

TERAN. 
The  Citizen  GtOVBRNob  of  the  State  of . 

Washington,  May  10, 1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 
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No.  3. 

Orizaba,  April  9,  1862. 
The  plenipotentiaries  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Gre*it  Britain,  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  her  Majeatj  the  Queen  of  Spain,  have  the  honoi 
to  communicate  to  his  excellency  the  minister  for  foreign  aflPairs  of  the  Mexicao 
republic  that  not  haying  been  able  to  agree  about  the  interpretation  which  ought 
to  be  given  in  the  present  circumstances  to  the  convention  of  the  Slst  of  October, 
1861,  they  have  resolved  to  adopt  for  the  future  an  entirely  separate  and  inde- 
pendent line  of  action. 

In  consequence,  the  commander  of  the  Spanish  forces  will  immediately  take 
the  necessary  measure  to  re-embark  his  troops. 

The  French  army  will  concentrate  in  Paso  Ancho  as  soon  as  the  Spanish 
troops  have  passed  from  this  position,  that  is  to  say,  probably  about  the  20tb 
of  April,  thereupon  beginning  their  operations. 

The  undersigned  take  this,  opportunity  to  offer  to  your  excellency  the  ministei 
for  foreign  affairs  the  assurance  of  their  high  consideration. 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 

HUGH  DUNLOP. 

A.  DE  SALIGNY. 

E.  JURIEN. 

THE  CONDE  DE  REU3. 


His  Excellency  Sefior  Doblado, 

Minister  Jar  Foreign  Affairs,  dec,  ifc. 

A  true  copy. 


Washington,  May  10,  1862. 
ROMERO, 


No.  4. 

National  Palace,  Mexico,  April  11,  1862. 
To  ike  commissioners  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain : 

The  undersigned,  minister  for  foreign  affairs  and  government  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  has  the  honor  to  reply  to  the  commissioners  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen 
of  Great  Britain,  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  her  Majesty  the 
Queen  of  Spain,  in  the  official  note  which  they  have  addressed  him  under  date 
of  Orizaba,  tne  9th  instant,  informing  him  of  the  infraction  of  the  treaty  of  Lon- 
don, of  October  31,  1861,  and  saying  that  hereafter  each  of  the  powers  before 
leagued  together  would  act  separately  and  independently  of  the  others. 

The  Mexican  government  is  deply  grieved  that  so  unexpected  an  event  should 
prevent  the  commissioners  from  fulfilling  the  stipulations  so  solemnly  agreed 
upon  in  the  preliminaries  of  "  Soledad,"  both  because  that  failure  affects  directly 
the  credit  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  and  because  the  government  flattered 
itself  with  the  probable  hope  that  the  negotiations  which  were  going  to  be  opened 
at  Orizaba  would  conciliate  all  interests  and  produce  the  inestimable  blessing  of 
peace,  the  principal  object  of  the  labor  of  the  constitutional  cabinet. 
,  Notwithstanding,  as  Mexico  can  appreciate  in  all  its  value  the  noble,  loyal, 
and  circumspect  conduct  of  the  commissioners  of  England  and  Spain,  and  as  her 
desire  is  to  use  all  conciliatory  means  and  settle  definitively  her  foreign  relations 
wjt}2  friendly  powers,  she  is  disposed  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  repre- 
sentativea  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  notwithstanding  the  occurrence  on  the 
Pill,  since  now  aa  before  they  firmly  wi^li  to  aalva^y  MXy  «\i  \.\i^  ^ust  demands  of 
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those  nations;  give  them  proper  guarantees  for  the  future,  and  renew  the  rela- 
tions of  friendship  and  commerce  which  she  has  made  with  them  upon  firm, 
fi-ank,  and  durable  foundations. 

As  to  the  unjustifiable  conduct  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  the  Mexican  government  only  repeats  its  former  protestations.  Mexico 
frill  do  justice  to  all,  and  will  satisfv  all  just  petitions  founded  on  the  rights  of 
nations ;  but  she  will  defend  to  the  last  extremity  her  independence  and  sover- 
eignty, and  without  ever  taking  the  part  of  aggressor,  which  she  has  never  done ; 
will  repel  force  by  force,  and  defend,  until  she  has  shed  the  last  drop  of  Mexican 
blood,  the  two  great  conquests  which  the  country  has  made  jn  the  present  age, 
mdcpendence  and  reform. 

The  undersigned  takes  advantage  of  the  occasion  to  offer  to  the  commission- 
ers the  proofs  of  his  high  consideration. 

MANUEL  DOBLADO. 

Washington,  May  10,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  5. 

Orizaba,  April  9,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
l»ve  the  honor  of  informing  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  Mexican  re- 
public, in  reply  to  his  note  of  the  3d  instant,  in  which  he  asks  for  the  dismissal 
of  Senor  Almonte,  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  comply  with  that  request. 

When  General  Almonte  left  France,  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  did  not  doubt  that  hostilities  would  take  place  between 
our  troops  and  the  Mexicans,  and  then  General  Almonte  offered  to  come  and 
employ  words  of  conciliation  with  his  fellow-countrymen,  as  well  as  make  them 
unaerstand  the  altogether  beneficent  object  that  the  European  intervention  had 
proposed.  Those  offers  were  accepted  by  his  Majesty's  government,  and  the 
general  was  not  only  authorized,  but  invited,  to  come  to  Mexico  to  fulfil  that 
mission  of  peace,  for  which  his  honorable  antecedents  made  him  proper,  as  well 
as  his  extreme  moderation  and  the  esteem  that  he  has  not  failed  to  enjoy,  as 
tell  in  Mexico  as  in  the  different  foreign  courts  where  he  has  represented  his 
country. 

On  his  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  general  found  himself  in  a  situation  that 
nobody  in  Europe  could  have  foreseen,  since  aJb  armistice  had  been  made,  as 
well  as  an  engagement  to  make  negotiations.  The  part  that  the  general  had  to 
perform  was  not  on  this  account  less  important  nor  less  easy  to  define.  It  is 
evident  that  after  the  long  civil  wars  that  have  desolated  this  country,  and  when 
in  many  parts  of  its  territory  the  armed  resistance  threatened  or  kept  in  check  the 
forces  of  the  government,  the  word  of  a  man,  a  stranger  to  the  passions  of  the 
belligerent  parties,  and  invested  with  the  confidence  of  one  of  the  allied  powers, 
had  the  right  to  demand  to  be  heard. 

The  supreme  government  of  the  republic,  without  wishing  to  understand  all 
the  advantages  that  it  might  have  derived  on  this  occasion  from  a  more  prudent 
and  moderate  conduct,  believed  that  it  ought  to  do  nothing  else,  in  order  to  con- 
solidate it«  situation,  than  put  again  in  force  the  decrees  of  proscription  which 
«o  ftorrowfully  recall  to  remembrance  the  bad  times  of  the  European  revolutions. 
The  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  refrained  from 
giving  any  answer,  and  General  Almonte,  wnose  life  was  threatened  even  in 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 1 
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Vera  Cruz,  followed  to  Cordova  one  of  the  French  battalions  that  was  proceed- 
ing to  the  quarters  at  Tehuacan.  The  government  of  the  republic  now  protests 
against  this  act,  although  it  ought  to  have  foreseen  the  i-eply  of  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor.  The  French  flag  has  protectea  plenty  of 
exiles,  and  there  is  no  example  when  it  has  once  granted  its  protection  of  its 
having  withdrawn  il  from  those  who  obtained  it. 

The  undersigned  have  had  the  sorrow  to  understand  that,  after  the  day  on 
which  was  terminated  the  treaty  at  Soledad,  new  vexations  have  been  practiced 
against  their  countrjnnen.  In  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  violent  measures 
have  been  adopted  to  stifle  the  expression  of  the  wishes  of  the  country  and  of 
the  true  public  opinion.  In  this  manner  they  hoped  to  come  to  terms  with 
Europe,  and  make  it  accept  the  triumph  of  an  oppressive  minority  as  the  sole 
element  of  order  and  organization  that  can  be  met  with  in  the  republic. 

The  undersigned  are  convinced  that  if  they  continue  in  the  road  which  the 
wish  to  avoid  the  shedding  of  blood  caused  them  to  adopt,  they  would  expose 
themselves  to  be  acting  at  variance  with  the  intentions  of  their  government,  and 
to  become  involuntarily  the  accomplices  of  that  moral  compressure  under  which 
the  great  majority  of  the  Mexican  people  now  groan. 

In  consequence,  they  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
that  the  French  troops,  leaving  their  hospitals  under  the  safeguard  of  the  Mexi- 
can nation,  will  fall  back  beyond  the  fortified  positions  of  Chiquihuite,  and  will 
return  then  to  take  their  freedom  of  action,  immediately  that  the  last  Spanish 
troops  have  left  the  quarters  which  they  now  hold,  in  virtue  of  the  convention 
of  Soledad. 

D.  SALIGNY. 
EDMOND  JURIEN. 

Washington,  May  10,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 
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Cordova,  April  16,  1862. 
To  the  nation : 

Mexicans:  We  have  not  come  here  to  take  a  part  in  your  dissensions — we 
have  come  to  put  an  end  to  them.  What  we  wish  is  to  invite  all  good  men  to 
unite  in  the  consolidation  of  order — the  regeneration  of  your  fine  country.  To 
give  a  proof  of  the  sincere  spirit  of  conciliation  with  which  we  come  animated, 
we  have,  in  the  first  place,  addressed  ourselves  to  the  government  itself,  against 
which  we  had  grounds  for  the  most  serious  complaints ;  we  have  asked  it  to 
accept  our  aid  to  establish  in  Mexico  a  state  of  things  which  will  prevent  us 
hereafter  from  the  necessity  of  organizing  these  distant  expeditions,  the  greatest 
inconvenience  of  which  is  their  suspending  commerce  and  preventing  the  course 
of  relations  which  are  as  advantageous  to  Europe  as  to  your  country.  The 
Mexican  government  has  replied  to  the  moderation  of  our  conduct  by  measures 
to  which  we  would  never  have  afforded  our  moral  support,  and  which  the  civ- 
ilized world  would  reproach  our  sanctioning  with  our  presence.  Between  it  and 
us  war  is  to-day  declared.  But  we  do  not  confound  the  Mexican  people  with 
an  oppressive  and  violent  minority.  The  Mexican  people  has  always  had  a 
right  to  our  most  lively  sympathies ;  it  remains  for  it  to  show  itself  worthy  of 
them.  We  invite  all  those  that  have  confidence  in  our  intervention,  no  matter 
the  party  to  which  they  may  have  belonged. 
No  enlightened  man  can  believe  that  the  government  bom  from  the  suflragea 
of  one  of  the  most  liberal  nations  of  Eiurope  co\i3L3L\i«k.'v^\i^\^ior  a  moment  the 
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intdhtion  of  restoring  among  a  foreign  people  ancient  abuses  and  institutions 
th&t  do  not  belong  to  the  age;  we  wish  equal  justice  for  all,  and  we  wish  that 
this  justice  may  not  be  imposed  by  our  arms;  the  Mexican  people  ought  to  be 
the  first  instrument  for  their  salvation.  We  have  no  other  end  than  that  of  in- 
spiring in  the  honest  and  peaceable  part  of  the  country ;  that  is  to  say,  in  nine- 
tenths  of  the  population,  the  courage  to  pronounce  their  will. 

If  the  Mexican  nation  remains  inert — ^if  it  does  not  comprehend  that  we  oflfer 
it  an  unexpected  occasion  to  escape  from  the  abyss — if  it  does  not  come  and  give 
by  its  efforts  a  meaning  and  practical  moral  to  our  aid,  it  is  evident  that  we  shall 
then  have  nothing  more  to  occupy  ourselves  with  than  the  definite  interests  in 
view  of  which  the  convention  of  London  was  concluded. 

Let  all  men,  divided  for  so  long  a  time,  and  by  causeless  disputes,  hasten  to 
unite  with  us;  they  have  in  their  hands  the  destinies  of  Mexico.  The  banner 
of  France  has  thus  been  planted  on  the  Mexican  soil,  and  that  banner  will  not 
retreat.  Let  all  honest  men  receive  it  as  a  friendly  banner;  let  only  madmen 
dare  to  combat  it. 
The  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  in  Mexico, 

A.  D.  SALIGNY. 
E.  JURIEN. 

Washington,  Mai/  10,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  7. 

C.  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  president  of  the  republic,  to  the  nation : 

Citizens  :  At  this  time,  when  the  government  of  the  republic,  true  to  the 
obligations  it  has  contracted,  has  prepared  to  send  commissioners  to  the  city  of 
Orizaba  to  open  negotiations  with  the  representatives  of  the  allied  powers,  ac- 
cording to  the  preliminaries  of  Soledad,  an  incident,  as  unexpected  as  unusual, 
transpired  to  delay  the  probability  of  a  satisfactory  arrangement  of  the  pending 
questions,  which  with  anxiety  the  government  procured,  hoping  that  right,,  truth, 
and  justice  will  triumph,  ready  to  accede  to  all  demands  founded  in  equity. 

From  the  documents  that  have  been  made  public  you  will  see  that  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain  have  declared  that  they  could 
not  come  to  an  understanding  regarding  the  interpretation  of  the  convention  of 
London  of  the  31st  of  October,  and  they  have  given  it  up,  in  order  to  operate 
separately  and  independently. 

You  will  see  also  that  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  in 
defiance  of  the  solemn  treaty  in  which  they  recognized  the  legitimacy  of  the 
constitutional  government,  and  in  which  they  bound  themselves  to  treat  only 
with  it,  pretend  that  they  have  heard  from  a  spurious  son  of  Mexico,  subject  to 
the  justice  of  the  tribunals  for  his  crimes  against  the  country,  placing  in  doubt 
the  fact  that  they  solemnly  recognized  a  few  days  ago,  breaking  not  only  the 
convention  of  London,  but  also  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  leaving  unful- 
filled the  agreement  with  Mexico,  and  also  those  which  united  them  with  Eng- 
land and  Spain. 

The  government  of  Mexico,  which  is  conscious  of  its  legitimacy,  having  de- 
rived its  power  from  the  free  and  spontaneous  election  of  the  people,  which 
sustains  the  institutions  of  the  republic,  defending  itself  with  constancy,  which 
is  invested  with  all  the  powers  of  national  representation,  and  which  appreciates 
among  the  first  of  its  duties  the  maintenaBce  of  the  independence  and  aovemgnX.^ 
of  the  nntioD,  feeling  for  the  aafety  of  the  dignity  of  the  republic,  VE  \l  ViW  diC- 
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Bcend  BO  low  as  to  discuss  points  that  penetrate  the  same  sovereignty  and'the 
same  independence  that  cost  so  many  heroic  efforts  to  conquer. 

The  government  of  the  republic,  always  and  yet  ready  and  prepared,  solemnly 
declares  to  exhaust  all  conciliatory  and  honorable  means  of  an  adjustment,  in 
view  of  the  declaration  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  cannot  and  will  not 
assume  any  other  mode  of  procedure  than  to  oppose  force  by  force,  and  to  de- 
fend the  nation  from  the  unjust  aggression  that  now  threatens  her.  The  respon- 
sibility of  all  the  disasters  that  may  occur  will  fall  on  those  who,  without  any 
motive  or  pretext,  have  violated  the  faith  of  the  international  conventions. 

The  government  of  the  republic,  recollecting  which  is  the  century  in  which 
we  live,  as  also  the  principles  sustained  by  the  civilized  world,  what  respect  is 
due  to  the  nationalities,  very  justly  hope  that  if  there  ifi  any  sentiment  of  justice 
in  the  councils  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  that  sovereign,  who  has  received 
such  false  information  relative  to  the  situation  of  Mexico,  will  reject  the  line  of 
negotiations  on  which  his  plenipotentiaries  have  entered,  and  the  aggressions 
which  they  intend  against  a  people  as  free,  as  sovereign,  as  independent  as  the 
other  sovereign  powers  of  the  earth.  As  soon  as  hostilities  shall  be  commenced 
all  the  peaceful  resident  foreigners  in  this  country  will  remain  under  the  protec- 
tion and  sanction  of  the  laws ;  and  the  government  desires  the  Mexicans  to  ex- 
tend to  all  of  them  and  also  to  the  French  the  hospitality  and  consideration 
that  they  always  enjoyed  in*Mexico,  resting  assured  that  the  authorities  will 
•exert  themselves  with  energy  against  all  those  who,  taking  advantage  of  these 
considerations,  will  correspond  with  disloyalty  in  aiding  the  invader. 

During  the  war  will  be  observed  the  rules  of  rights  of  the  people  by  the  army 
and  the  authorities  of  the  republic. 

In  regard  to  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  placed  now  in  a  situation  their  govern- 
ments could  not  foresee,  Mexico  is  ready  to  comply  with  their  compromises  as 
soon  as  circumstances  will  permit — that  is  to  say,  to  regulate,  by  means  of  ne- 
gotiations, the  pending  reclamations,  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  justice,  and  to  give 
sufficient  guarantees  for  the  future. 

But,  above  all,  the  government  of  the  republic  will  comply  with  its  duty  to 
defend  its  independence,  to  punish  the  foreign  aggressor,  and  to  accept  the 
struggle  which  has  been  provoked,  relying  on  the  imanimous  efforts  of  the 
Mexicans,  and  being  satisfied  that  sooner  or  later  the  cause  of  right  and  justice 
must  triumph. 

Mexicans,  the  supreme  mi^strate  of  the  nation,  elected  by  your  free  suf- 
frages, invites  you  all  to  second  his  efforts  in  defence  of  your  independence, 
ilelying  for  this  purpose  on  all  your  resources,  on  your  blood,  rest  assured  that, 
following  the  counsels  of  patriotism,  we  will  be  able  to  consolidate  the  work  of 
our  fathers. 

I  hope  that  you  will  prefer  all  kinds  of  misfortune  and  disaster  to  the  disdain 
and  approbium  of  losing  your  independence,  or  to  consent  that  foreigners  shall 
.destroy  your  institutions  and  interfere  with  your  internal  affairs. 

Let  us  have  faith  in  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  let  us  have  faith  in  our 
proper  efforts,  and  unitedly  we  will  save  the  independence  of  Mexico,  causing 
the  triumph  not  only  of  our  country,  but  the  principles  of  respect  and  the  invio- 
lability of  the  respect  of  the  sovereignty  of  nations. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

Mexico,  April  12,  1862. 

Washington,  May  10, 1862. 

A  true  copy^ 

BOMERO. 
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No.  8. 

The  National  Palace  of  Mexico,  April  12,  1862. 
Benito  Juarez^  constitutional  president  of  the  Mexican    United  States,  to  the 

inhabitants : 

Know  all  men  that,  in  tlie  exercise  of  the  powers  with  which  I  am  invested, 
it  has  seemed  good  to  me  to  decree  the  following : 

Article  I.  From  the  day  on  which  the  French  troops  shall  commence 
hostilities,  all  the  towns  that  they  may  occupy  shall  be  declared  to  be  under 
martial  law,  and  the  Mexicans  who  may  remain  in  them  during  the  occupation 
shall  be  punished  as  traitors,  and  their  goods  confiscated  to  the  public  treasury, 
except  in  cases  of  legal  excuse. 

Art.  2.  No  Mexican  from  the  age  of  twenty  years  to  that  of  sixty  shall  be 
excused  from  taking  up  arms,  whatever  may  be  his  class,  state,  or  condition, 
under  penalty  of  being  dealt  with  as  a  traitor. 

Art.  3.  The  governors  of  the  different  States  are  authorized  to  issue  com- 
missions for  the  formation  of  guerillas,  with  discretion  and  according  to  circum- 
Btances;  hut  all  guerillas  who  may  he  found  in  places  distant  ten  leagues  (thirty 
miles)  from  any  point  where  the  enemy  may  he,  shaU  he  punished  as  hands  of 
thieves. 

Art.  4.  The  governors  of  States  are  also  authorized  to  dispose,  in  case 
necessity  shall  demand,  of  all  the  public  rents,  applying  the  resources  which 
may  be  needed  in  the  least  onerous  manner  possible. 

Art.  5.  Peaceful  French  residents  in  the  country  will  remain  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Mexican  laws  and  authorities. 

Art.  6.  All  persons  who  may  supply  provisions,  arms,  information,  or  in  any 
other  way  assist  the  foreign  enemy  shall  suffer  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law. 

Wherefore  I  have  commanded  this  decree  to  be  printed,  published,  circulated, 
and  observed. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

C.  Manuel  Doblado, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  ifc„  ifc. 

Mexico,  April  12,  1862. 

I  communicate  the  above  for  your  mformation  and  guidance. 
Liberty  and  reform. 

^  DOBLADO. 

Washington,  May  10,  1862. 

A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  9. 

ARMY   OP   THE   EAST — HEADQUARTERS. 

Circular. 

The  treaties  agreed  upon  at  Soledad  on  the  19th  of  February  last,  with  th 
allied  forces,  have  been  broken  by  the  French,  and  without  any  due  regard  thev 
provoke  us  to  the  struggle.     They  pretend  to  give  us  a  foreign  sovereign,  and, 
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judging  us  unworthy  of  the  independence  which  our  heroes  conquered  with 
their  blood,  they  look  upon  us  as  imbecile  persons,  easy  to  be  commanded  by 
the  force  of  the  bayonet.  They  are  deceived,  and  forget  that  against  a  free 
people  oppression  has  no  power,  nor  are  they  conquered  by  force.  Against  a 
people  proud  of  their  history,  and  who,  scarcely  a  year  ago,  reconquered  their 
liberty,  nothing  avails,  nothing  intimidates  them;  because  that  people  who  are 
convinced  of  their  dignity  will  know  how  to  repel  so  rash  an  aggression,  and 
add  a  page  to  their  brilliant  annals.  Mexico  accepts  the  war;  she  has  not  pro- 
voked it;  but  she  acceptB  it  honorably,  and  glories  in  having  fulfilled  faithfully 
lier  word  pledged  in  those  preliminaries.  Her  faith  has  been  mocked,  and  the 
misfortunes  of  the  war  will  weigh  heavy  upon  the  nation  that  unjustly  and  un- 
fortunately aims  at  enslaving  her.  Nations — the  whole  world — will  do  us  justice 
if  fortune  is  adverse  to  us.  If  we  perish  gloriously  in  the  contest,  posterity 
will  carefully  retain  our  names  and  imitate  our  example. 

England  and  Spain,  more  just  and  less  exacting,  leave  our  territory  and  avoid 
being  accomplices  in  an  attempt  with  which  they  will  never  think  of  tarnishing 
their  arms  ;  more  impartial,  they  were  soon  undeceived  as  to  our  situation,  and 
did  not  hesitate  to  grant  to  our  flag  the  respect  which  is  due  to  it ;  they  deserve 
our  esteem  for  such  noble  conduct. 

We  have  new  sacrifices  to  submit  to,  new  fatigues  to  endure,  and  new  battles 
to  fight ;  but  in  presence  of  the  sublime  idea  of  our  liberty,  nothing  ought  to 
daunt  us ;  death  itself  ought  to  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to  us,  and  we  ought 
to  put  aside  everything,  absolutely  everything,  in  order  not  to  have,  at  this 
time,  any  other  thought  than  that  of  our  unfortunate  country,  nor  any  other 
occupation  than  its  defence.  Valor  and  union,  and  our  triumph  will  not  be 
doubtful. 

The  degenerate  son  of  the  immortal  Morelos,  with  two  or  three  other  spurious 
Mexicans  unworthy  of  the  air  they  breathe,  accompany  the  invader,  and, 
deluded,  hope  to  form  a  party  that  will  assist  in  their  depraved  intention;  but 
they  are  also  mistaken  in  this ;  the  people,  the  true  people,  who  so  many  times 
have  shed  their  blood  in  defence  of  their  sacred  rights,  look  upon  them  with 
indignation,  and  despise  them  deeply  because  they  know  what  they  have  to  ex- 
pect from  those  speculators  who,  in  their  madness,  have  not  refused  to  place  at 
the  feet  of  Maximilian  the  sovereignty  of  Mexico.  Strangers  to  late  events, 
they  are  ignorant  that  the  people  descended  from  Hidalgo  do  not  shun  the  fight, 
and  can  succumb  worthy  of  their  origin  rather  than  consent  that  there  should 
be  snatched  from  them  with  impunity  that  precious  liberty  which  has  cost  them 
so  many  sacrifices. 

To  the  undersigned  has  fallen  the  honor  of  first  leading  the  national  army  to 
victory,  and  the  firmest  hope  Hhimates  him  that  his  efforts  and  cares  will  be 
seconded  by  all  Mexicans  from  whom  he  has  received  proofs  of  their  love  for 
their  country,  and  of  their  self-denial  in  misfortune. 

In  a  short  time,  perhaps,  the  campaign  will  be  begun,  and  the  enemy  will 
ven^  soon  be  convinced  that  it  has  opposed  to  them  the  defenders  of  a  republic. 

Liberty  and  reform. 

I.  ZARAGOZA. 

Headquarters  in  Chalchicomula,  April  14,  1862. 

Washington,  May  10,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 
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No.  10. 

Tke  general'in-cAief  of  the  army  of  the  east  to  the  Jbrces  under  his  command. 

Comrades  :  The  struggle  is  about  to  begin  ;  the  preliminaries  of  "  La  Sole- 
dad  "  have  been  broken  by  the  French ;  they  have  withdrawn  from  the  coalition 
which,  with  the  Spanish  and  English,  they  formed  in  London  to  make  of  Mexico 
certain  demands  with  respect  to  our  public  debt  The  cannon's  report  will 
shortly  make  the  hearts  of  the  sons  of  Anahuac  to  beat  high.  The  French 
pretend  to  intervene  in  our  domestic  policy,  induced  to  do  so  by  unworthy, 
Mexicans — ^by  traitors  whom  you  are  soon  going  to  punish.  The  republic  is 
independent ;  we,  the  children  of  this  generation,  were  bom  free.  So  we  will 
remain  or  die  in  the  struggle. 

Courage,  my  friends ;  let  not  the  fighting  with  a  nation  which  has  the  repu- 
tation of  being  warlike  disturb  you ;  the  free  know  no  rivals ;  and  a  thousand 
examples  fill  the  pages  of  the  history  of  nations  who  have  ^ways  conquered 
those  who  attempted  to  subdue  them. 

I  have  a  firm  reliance  in  our  triumph.  Be,  as  always,  valiant  in  combat  and 
generous  in  victory,  and  soon  your  general  and  friend  will  lead  you  against  the 
invaders. 

IGNACIO  ZARAGOZA. 

Hbadciuartbrs  in  Chalchicomula,  April  14,  1862. 

>  Washington,  May  10,  1862. 

A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 
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MINISTRY  OP  WAR    AND   MARINE — FIRST   SECTION  ARMY   OF  THE  EAST — FIRST 

DIVISION. 

Vera  Cruz,  March  16, 1862. 
The  general -in-chief  to  Sir  Alejandro  Garcia  : 

Mv  Very  Dear  and  Ever  Present  Friend  :  Persuaded  as  I  am  of  the 
honorable  sentiments  that  possess  your  heart  as  a  soldier  and  a  patriot,  I  have  de- 
cided to  take  up  the  pen  to  infoim  you  that  soon — ^very  soon — the  misfortunes 
of  our  unhappy  country  are  to  cease,  and  the  sad  events  of  the  last  forty  years 
will  be  exchanged  for  an  era  of  felicity.  To  secure  peace,  and  the  complete 
tranquillity  of  the  republic,  it  is  necessary  that  every  good  Mexican  should  con- 
tribute thereto. 

With  this  understanding  I  forwai-d  you  the  enclosed  "  plan,"  in  order  that 
should  you  decide  to  put  it  into  execution  you  may  be  assured  that  you  will  be 
supported ;  and  in  case  you  cannot  assist  in  time,  you  can  have  the  rear  guard 
up  to  this  point,  &c.,  &c. 

If  it  is  not  possible  for  you  to  put  it  into  execution,  at  least  form  an  opinion 
about  it,  as  that  will  always  be  convenient.  If,  by  some  fatality,  you  should 
not  be  of  this  opinion,  then  destroy  this,  remembering  that  nothing  has  been 
said  to  you  about  it,  which  I  believe  you  will  do,  like  a  gentleman,  as  you  are. 

I  repeat  to  you,  that  in  no  case  can  you  suffer  a  failure,  because  you  will  be 
sustained  by  very  respectable  forces. 

In  case  you  conclude  to  undertake  the  enterprise,  you  will  receive  more  ex- 
tended and  minute  instructions,  which  will  convince  you,  as  a  good  Mexican, 
that  you  are  laboring  for  the  national  happiness  and  honor. 

In  nddressing^  myself  to  jroa,  I  do  so  aa  much  out  of  consideration  tot  \Jaft 
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general  good  of  the  country  as  on  account  of  the  esteem  and  appreciation  which 
I  profess  towards  you,  assuring  you  of  the  affection  with  which  you  are  regarded 
by  your  most  sincere  friend  and  servant. 

THE  PLAN. 

At  the  city  of  Mexico,  on  the  —  day  of ,  the  generals,  chiefs,  oflScers, 

and  citizens  who  sign  this  document  having  assembled  at ,  general  (or 

citizen) stated  that  it  being  impossible  to  tolerate  any  longer  the  actual 

form  of  government  and  the  authorities  that  have  emanated  under  it — since  by 
their  inconsiderate  conduct  they  have  engaged  the  nation  in  an  unequal  and 
senseless  struggle  against  the  great  powers  of  Europe — ^it  has  become  urgently 
necessary  to  repudiate  the  existing  order  of  things,  and  to  nominate  a  supreme 
chief  of  the  nation  and  of  the  Mexican  forces  now  in  aims,  in  order  that  said 
chief,  being  obeyed  by  them,  may  come  to  an  understanding,  in  the  name  of  the 
nation,  with  the  leaders  of  the  allied  troops ;  and  may  also  promote  the  establieh- 
ment  of  a  government  which  can  give  sufficient  guarantees  for  the  lives  and 
property  of  Mexicans,  no  less  than  for  those  of  the  foreigners  of  all  nations  that 
may  be  in  the  territory  of  the  republic.  Therefore  the  following  articles  are 
submitted  for  the  approbation  of  the  meeting : 

1.  The  authority  of  the  present  president  of  the  republic  is  repudiated. 

2.  His  excellency  General  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte  is  recognized  as  supreme 
chief  of  the  republic  and  of  the  forces  that  adhere  to  this  plan. 

3.  The  said  general  is  fully  authorized  to  enter  upon  an  understanding  with 
the  leaders  of  the  allied  forces  who  are  at  present  in  the  territory  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  to  convoke  a  national  assembly,  which,  taking  into  consideration  the  de- 
plorable condition  of  the  countiy,  shall  declare  the  form  of  government  that  it 
may  be  most  convenient  to  establish  in  order  to  destroy  anarchy  from  the  root, 
and  secure  for  Mexicans  the  peace  and  order  they  have  so  long  desired,  that 
they  may  repair  the  enormous  losses  they  have  suffered  during  the  civil  war 
which  for  so  many  years  has  distressed  the  entire  country. 

4.  This  act  shall  be  commimicatcd  to  his  excellency  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte, 
and  he  shall  be  informed  at  the  same  time  of  the  entire  confidence  which  this 
garrison  indulges  that  upon  so  solemn  an  occasion  he  will  not  refuse  his  services 
to  the  country  which  now  more  than  ever  so  urgently  requires  them. 

And  the  foregoing  articles  having,  after  due  deliberation,  been  accepted  by  all 
the  gentlemen  present,  they  signed  this  act  on  the  day  aforesaid,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing order : 


Washington,  May  10,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  12. 

General  John  K.  Almonte  to  the  Mexicans. 

Fellow-Countrymen  :  It  is  some  days  since  I  wished  to  address  you,  in 
order  to  inform  you  of  the  object  of  my  coming  to  the  republic ;  but  the  cir- 
cumstance of  there  being  pending  an  armistice,  and  my  finding  myself  under 
the  protection  of  the  French  arms,  did  not  permit  me  to  speak,  and  I  was  com- 
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pelled  to  wait  for  the  opportunity  of  doing  so.  Now  that  the  representatires  of 
Fmnce,  taking  charge  of  the  situation,  manifest  the  true  wishes  of  the  allied 
goTemments,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  break  the  silence  which  I  had  preserved 
against  my  wish,  and  which  caused  the  enemies  of  order  to  abuse  it,  publishing 
apocryphal  proclamations. 

On  returning,  therefore,  to  the  bosom  of  my  country,  I  will  tell  you  that  I 
do  not  come  animated  with  any  other  sentiment  than  that  of  contributing  to  the 
pacification  of  the  republic,  and  of  co-operating  in  the  re-establishment  of  a 
national  government,  one  truly  of  morality  and  order,  which  may  put  an  end 
forever  to  anarchy,  and  give  sufficient  guarantees  for  the  lives  and  properties,  as 
well  of  the  natives  as  of  foreigners. 

A  stranger  to  the  sanguinary  struggle  which  for  so  many  years  has  desolated 
our  beautiful  country,  scandalizing  the  whole  world  to  the  degree  of  seriously 
calling  the  attention  of  the  great  western  powers  of  Europe,  my  efforts  will  be 
always  directed  to  procure  the  reconciliation  of  our  brothers,  and  to  banish  from 
among  them  hatred  and  quarrels.  Fortunately,  to  obtain  so  noble  an  object,  I 
have  no  vengeance  to  satisfy,  nor  any  recompense  to  ask  for.  Rewarded  suffi- 
ciently by  the  nation  for  the  services  which  it  was  my  duty  to  afford  it  before  and 
after  its  independence,  my  only  wish  at  present  is  that  of  being  able  to  offer  the 
last  and  most  important  before  descending  to  the  tomb ;  and  that  service  is,  to 
procure  for  it  the  peace  of  which  it  has  been  deprived  for  so  long  a  time. 

On  the  other  hand,  having  reason  to  know,  as  I  do,  the  wishes  of  the  allied 
governments,  and  particularly  those  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
which  are  no  other  than  those  of  seeing  established  in  our  unfortunate  country 
(and  by  ourselves)  a  firm  government  of  order  and  morality,  so  that  the  maraud- 
ing and  vandalism  which  now  prevails  in  all  comers  of  the  republic  may  disap- 
pear, and  in  order  that  the  mercantile  world  may  derive  the  immense  advantages 
which  our  most  fertile  country  offers  to  it  from  its  natural  riches  and  geographi- 
cal position,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  hasten  to  it  to  explain  to  you  those  in- 
tentions which,  on  the  other  hand,  involve  likewise  the  philanthropic  idea  of 
making  certain  forever  the  independence,  the  nationality,  and  the  integrity  of 
the  Mexican  territory. 

For  the  establishment,  therefore,  of  a  new  order  of  things,  you  ought  to  con- 
fide in  the  efficacous  co-operation  of  France,  whose  illustrious  sovereign  always 
makes  his  beneficent  influence  felt  in  all  parts  where  a  just  and  civilizing  cause 
has  to  be  made  to  prevail. 

Mexicans,  if  my  honorable  antecedents,  if  my  services  bestowed  on  our 
country,  as  well  in  the  glorious  struggle  of  our  independence,  as  in  the  direction 
of  its  politics  in  the  different  periods  in  which  I  have  formed  a  part  of  our  cabi- 
net, and  represented  the  nation  abroad ;  if  all  this,  I  repeat,  can  make  me  deserve 
your  confidence,  unite  your  efforts  to  mine,  and  be  assured  that  very  soon  we 
shall  succeed  in  the  establishment  of  a  government  which  is  suited  to  our  nature, 
necessities  and  religious  beliefs.  Of  this  your  fellow-countryman  and  best 
friend  assures  you. 

JUAN  N.  ALMONTE. 

Cordova,  April  17, 1862. 

Washington,  May  10,  1862. 

A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 

No.  13. 

[Translation.] 

"  The  commissioners  of  the  allied  powers  having  met  in  conference  unth  a 
view  of  intervening  in  Mexico,  have  agreed  on  a  rule  of  civil  administration 
which  is  to  be  temporarily  in  force  in  the  country.    Articles  6  and  7  thereof, 
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the  purport  of  which  is  enclosed,  concern  your  lordship.  In  view  of  them  you 
axe  at  liberty  to  resume  your  late  functions  as  regidor  of  the  H.  (the  heroic) 
corporation  of  this  metropolis.  The  commission,  over  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  preside,  entertains  a  strong  hope  that  you  will  not  refuse  to  occupy  your  post 
in  which  you  can  continue  to  render  eminent  services  to  your  country. 

"  Grod  preserve  your  lordship  many  years. 

"R.MENDOCIflA." 

Vbba  Cruz,  March  8, 1862. 

Let  it  be  circulated  among  the  members  of  the  chapter  forming  the  corpora- 
tion of  Vera  Cruz. 

Washington,  May  10,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

BOMERO. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero, 


Departmknt  of  State, 

Washington,  May  12, 1862. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  the  10th  instant  has  been  received  and  submitted  to  the 
President,  together  with  the  papers  which  accompanied  it. 

You  are  aware  that  this  government  has  practiced  entire  frankness  and  direct- 
ness of  intercourse  concerning  the  complications  of  Mexican  affairs,  not  only 
with  your  government  but  with  those  of  the  powers  which  recently  associated 
themselves  in  an  expedition  to  Mexico.  Recent  notes  have  passed  between  this 
government  and  that  of  France  on  the  same  subject. 

The  President  sees  no  impropriety  in  my  giving  you,  informally,  an  extract 
from  Mr.  Dayton's  report  of  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Thouvenel,  and  a  copy  oB 
my  reply  thereto. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Matias  Romero,  4^.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 


[Extract.] 
No.  142.]  Paris,  April  22,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  comnjuriicated  to  Mr.  Thouvenel,  as  you  request  in  despatch 
No.  135,  the  anxiety  of  the  President  as  to  the  action  of  the  French  govern- 
ment in  Mexico,  assuring  him,  at  the  same  time,  I  was  neither  authorized 
nor  desired  to  ask  explanations.  I  said  to  him,  however,  that  I  was  quite  sure 
that  any  satisfactory  explanations  which  the  French  government  miglit  choose 
to  volunteer  would  be  most  thankfully  received.  He  stated  in  reply  (what  his 
government  has  so  often  said)  that  they  had  no  purpose  or  wish  to  interfere  in 
the  form  of  government  in  Mexico.  All  they  wanted  was  that  there  should  be 
a  government,  not  an  anarchy  with  which  other  nations  could  have  no  relations. 
He  said  that  in  point  of  fact  there  was  no  government  in  Mexico  now.  That 
if  the  people  of  that  country  chose  to  establish  a  republic  it  was  all  well; 
France  would  make  no  objection.  If  they  chose  to  establish  a  monarchy,  as 
that  was  the  form  of  government  here,  it  would  be  charming,  ("charmant,") 
but  they  did  not  mean  to  do  anything  to  induce  such  a  course  of  action.  That 
all  the  rumors  that  France  intended  to  establish  the  Archduke  Maximilian  on 
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le  throne  of  Mexico  were  utterly  without  foundation ;  that,  in  a  word,  we  could 

ike  the  speech  of  Monsieur  Billault,  in  the  chamber  of  deputies,  as  an  embodi- 

lent  of  the  views  and  purposes  of  the  French  government;  that  they  had 

»thing  to  add  to  or  take  from  it.     I  suggested  to  him  that  a  French  army  in 

[exico  might  give  to  the  people  of  Mexico  a  tendency  towards  a  particular 

►rm  of  government,  and  if  sucn  government  should  be  established,  might  pro- 

ict  its  existence  afterwards.    He  said  at  once  that  the  army  was  there  for  no 

ich  purpose,  and  we  might  rest  rssured  that  France  would  never  "amuse 

self"  by  keeping  an  army  in  Mexico  to  sustain  any  form  of  government.     If 

ley  ^tablished  a  monarchy,  they  must  take  care  of  it  for  themselves  after- 

"ards. 

I  was  somewhat  precise  in  my  inquiries  upon  this  point,  (although  I  said  you 

ad  not  authorized  me  to  demand  explanations,)  but  $e  did  not  at  all  shrink  from 

lem.     On  the  contrary,  he  reiterated  the  purposes  and  views  of  his  govem- 

lent,  as  heretofore  stated,  and  said  that  he  did  not  wish  that  his  language  or 

leaning  should  be  misunderstood.     I  then  called  his  attention  to  the  late  pro- 

eedings  in  Mexico,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  convention  referred  to  in  the  letter 

f  our  consul  at  Havana,  enclosed  to  me,  had  been  repudiated  by  Mr.  de  Sa- 

gny,  and  that  the  French  forces  were  marching  towards  Mexico.     He  said 

ley  knew  nothing  of  any  convention  having  been  signed  and  repudiated ;  that 

Mne  sort  of  a  convention  had  been  agreed  upon  at  Soledad  between  the  French, 

•panish,  and  Mexican  forces,  (the  English  not  yet  having  landed,)  which  the 

Imperor  thought  wholly  wanting  in  dignity,  and  did  not  for  that  reason  ap- 

rove;  but  this  was  not  a  groimd  why  it  should  not  be  carried  into  effect,  if 

lade ;  that  there  was  to  be  a  final  conference  upon  the  subject,  if  I  understood 

im  aright,  on  the  15th  of  this  month  at  Orizaba ;  and  if  a  treaty  should  be 

onned  it  would  be  sent  on  here  for  the  approval  of  the  government.     If  any- 

hing  should  occur  to  break  off  the  negotiation  the  troops  of  France  would  coun- 

ermarch  through  the  defile  on  the  road  to  Vera  Cruz  to  a  point  which  he  did 

lot  or  could  not  precisely  indicate ;  that  from  that  point  they  would  start  again 

'as  belligerents,"  en  route  for  Mexico,  and  go  there  if  they  had  force  enough 

0  do  so.     This  was,  I  think,  the  substance  of  his  explanation,  though  I  may  not 

lave  given  it  with  perfect-  accuracy.     I  am  bound  to  say  he  seemed  to  be  frank 

ind  outspoken,  with  no  disposition  to  cover  up  any  hidden  view  or  purpose. 
•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 


So.  158.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  12,  1862. 
Sib  :  It  will  be  proper  for  you  to  inform  Mr.  Thouvenel  that  I  have  communi- 
cated the  substance  of  his  explanations,  given  to  you  on  the  subject  of  Mexican 
complications,  to  Mr.  Romero,  excluding,  however,  all  that  part  of  the  explana- 
tions which  was  stated  to  you  by  Mr.  Thouvenel  to  be  confidential.  A  copy  of 
my  communication  to  Mr.  Romero  is  annexed. 

The  frankness  and  directness  which  we  have  maintained  throughout  with  all 
parties  on  this  grate  subject  have  seemed  to  require  this  proceeding. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfv.,  dec. 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward.  \ 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  May  18,  1862.       . 

Mr.  Secretary:  With  your  note  of  the  12th  current  I  had  the  honor  to  re- 
ceive the  extract  you  were  pleased  to  send  to  me  from  the  despatch  of  Mr.  Day- 
ton of  the  22d  April  past,  in  which  he  gives  an  account  to  your  department  of    '- 
a  conference  he  had  with  Mr.  Thouvenel  on  the  alBetirs  of  Mexico. 

I  offer  many  thanks  for  your  kindness  in  giving  me  a  copy  of  that  despatch, 
which  puts  me  in  position  to  make  known  to  my  government  what  explanatiooa    ^ 
that  of  France  gives  to  a  friendly  nation  interested  in  the  fortunes  and  the  future    ^ 
of  this  continent,  in  respect  to  the  conduct  which  that  power  observes  towards 
Mexico. 

Here  this  note  would  conclude  were  it  not  that  in  the  asseverations  of  Mr.   : 
Thouvenel,  I  find  impressions  which  I  think  it  proper  to  rectify  for  the  better    . 
understanding  of  this  delicate  business,  which  affects  so  directly  and  transcen- 
dentally  the  interests  of  my  country.     Mr.  Thouvenel  asserts  it  to  be  a  fact  that 
there  is  no  government  in  Mexico,  and  that  all  which  France  desires  is  that  she   . 
may  have  one.     If  this  be  true,  how  is  it  that  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  pow- 
ers recently  allied  against  Mexico,  among  whom  those  of  France  are  included, 
solemnly  recognized  in  the  convention  of  Soledad  of  the  19th  of  February  last, 
that  "  the  constitutional  government  which  actually  rules  throughout  the  Mexi- 
can republic  contains  in  itself  the  elements  of  strength  and  of  opinion  for  sus- 
taining itself  against  any  internal  revolt  1" 

If  the  opinion  of  the  Mexicans,  who  have  freely  given  to  themselves  the  gov- 
ernment which  actually  exists  in  Mexico,  and  who  are  determined  to  sustain  it 
against  the  machinations  which  are  going  on  in  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
stroying it,  are  not  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  this  matter,  which  exclusively 
concerns  them,  let  the  reports  of  foreign  agents  in  Mexico  be  examined,  and 
through  them  it  will  be  known  if  there  be  or  not  a  government  in  that  republic. 
Mr.  Corwin,  who  certainly,  I  think,  cannot  be  marked  as  partial,  and  to  whom 
I  am  sure  his  government,  at  least,  and  his  countrymen  will  give  full  faith  and 
credit,  said  to  your  department,  in  his  despatch  No.  5,  of  the  7th  September  last, 
published  on  pages  23  and  24  of  documents  on  the  actual  condition  of  Mexico, 
which  the  President  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives  with  his  mes- 
sage of  the  14th  April  last  past,  "that  the  present  government,  far  from  being  in 
danger  of  failing,  was  then,  in  his  judgment,  stronger  than  at  any  other  period 
of  its  existence."     "  But  this  remark  would  not  be  true,"  he  adds,  "  if  European 
intervention  should  take  place.    The  effect  of  such  intervention,  in  my  judg- 
ment, would  be  either  to  overthrow  the  constitutional  government  and  substitute 
another,  which  would  be  merely  the  instrument  of  the  intervening  powers,  or  it 
might  result  in  a  dissolution  of  the  Union."     A  little  earlier,  in  his  despatch  No. 
3,  of  the  29th  July  last,  (pages  15  and  16  of  the  documents  cited,)  Mr.  Corwin 
said,  referring  to  the  same  government  which  France  makes  such  efforts  to  do 
away  with,  that  "  I  cannot  find  in  this  republic  any  men  of  any  party  better 
qualified,  in  my  judgment,  for  the  task,  than  those  in  power.     If  they  do  not 
save  her,  then  I  am  quite  sure  she  is  to  be  the  prey  of  some  foreign  power." 

The  opinion  of  Mr.  Corwin  is  not  the  only  one  that  may  be  cited.  No  less 
explicit  is  that  of  the  agent  of  one  of  the  three  powers  wnich  show  such  zeal 
for  the  establishment  of  a  government  in  Mexico.  Mr.  George  B.  Mathew, 
charg^  d'affaires  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  in  Mexico,  who  resided  during  three 
years  in  the  republic,  and  had  gathered  some  ideas  of  its  situation,  and  obtained 
exact  estimates  thereof,  in  which  he  was  more  fortunate  than  many  other  British 
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^nts,  wrote  to  Lord  Russell  on  the  date  of  the  12th  of  May  of  the  year  .last 
i^t,  which  despatch  was  published  as  No.  7  of  the  correspondence  upon  the 
hm  of  Mexico,  presentea  to  the  English  Parliament  at  the  beginning  of  its 
ssion  the  present  year,  (pages  245  and  246  of  the  documents  above  cited,)  in 
bich  he  says  what  follows  :  "  In  other  respects  public  tranquillity  has  not  been 
starbed,  and,  however  faulty  and  weak  the  present  government  may  be,  they 
bo  witnessed  the  murders,  the  acts  of  atrocity  and  plunder,  almost  of  daily 
currence  under  the  government  of  General  Miramon  and  his  counsellors,  SeSor 
iaz  and  Greneral  Marquez,  cannot  but  appreciate  the  existence  of  law  and  jus- 
re."  "  Foreigners,  especially,  who  suffered  so  heavily  under  that  arbitrary  rule, 
id  by  the  hatred  and  intolerance  toi^ards  them,  which  is  a  dogma  of  the 
lurch  party  in  Mexico,  cannot  but  make  a  broad  distinction  between  the  past 
id  the  present."  *•  President  Juarez,  though  deficient  in  the  energy  necessary 
r  the  present  crisis,  is  an  upright  and  well-intentioned  man,  excellent  in  all  the 
rivate  relations  of  life."  •  •  •  ««^  desire  for  change  is  already  stated  to 
dst  in  certain  Quarters,  and  the  idea  of  the  selection  of  a  militaiy  dictator  has 
een  pat  forwara ;  but  it  is  scarcely  needful  to  observe  that  such  a  step  would 
t  no  palliation  of  the  present  wants,  and  no  preventive  of  the  future  dangers 
r  the  country."  "But  seeing,  as  I  do,  so  many  native  and  foreign  elements  at 
ork  to  disturb  the  existing  state  of  things,  I  cannot  but  entertain  a  conviction 
lat  unless  the  present  government,  or  principles  of  government,  are  in  some 
w  avowedly  upheld  by  England  or  the  United  States — ^by  a  protecting  alliance, 
r  by  the  declaration  that  no  revolutionair  movements  would  be  permitted  in 
ny  of  the  seaports  on  either  ocean — ^further  deplorable  convulsions  will  afflict 
tus  unfortunate  country,  to  the  heavy  injury  of  British  interests  and  commerce, 
nd  to  the  disgrace  of  humanity." 

Even  Sir  Charles  Lennox  Wyke,  whose  ideas  are  entirely  adverse  to  the 
nesent  government  of  Mexico,  as  is  to  be  seen  by  reading  his  correspondence, 
»nld  not  but  acknowledge,  in  his  despatch  to  Lord  Russell  of  the  25th  June 
ast,  (page  260  of  the  documents  before  cited,)  that  "  if  the  old  church  party 
mcceeds  in  driving  from  power  the  present  ultra  liberal  administration,  we  shall 
lien  be  even  still  worse  off."  Referring  to  the  persons  now  of  the  actual  govem- 
nent,  whose  existence  Mr.  Thouvenel  denies.  Sir  Charles  Wyke  says,  in  his 
kspatch  to  Lord  Russell  of  the  29th  December  last,  (page  431,)  that  Senor  Do- 
blado,  the  present  minister  of  foreign  relations  and  premier  of  the  Mexican  cabi- 
[let,  "  is  a  man  of  such  talent  and  influence  in  the  country  that  the  reactionary 
chiefs  began  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  give  in  their  adhesion  on  his  appointment 
becoming  known ;  and  he  is  now  engaged  in  forming  his  cabinet  from  the  best 
men  he  could  find,  irrespective  of  their  political  opinions." 

But  Mexico  has  no  need  to  recur  to  the  opinions  of  foreign  agents,  respectable 
IS  they  may  be,  to  know  whether  she  has  or  not  a  government. 

The  Mexican  people,  in  the  exercise  of  their  indisputable  right  of  sovereignty, 
adopted  a  constitution,  and  elected  in  conformity  therewith  the  government 
which  now  rules  over  it.  If  such  constitution  and  such  government  are  not  to 
the  liking  of  one  or  some  of  the  European  powers,  lamentable  as  such  difference 
may  be,  it  is  a  matter  in  which  the  Mexican  people  cannot  make  any  undue 
eoncessions,  but  regard  exclusively  their  own  wants,  in  which  the  discontented 
powers  cannot  mix  themselves,  if  they  respect  at  all  the  most  ordinary  princi- 
ples of  the  law  of  nations.  The  resistance  which  the  Mexican  people  will  make 
to  the  machinations  which  have  for  object  to  overthrow  the  government  which 
they  themselves  freely  established,  will  be  the  best  proof  that  can  be  offered  to 
the  view  of  impartial  nations  whether  or  not  there  is  a  government  in  that  coun- 
try, and  if  that  government  is  and  has  been  sustained  solely  by  the  will  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Thouvenel,  setting  out  upon  his  hypothesis  that  there  is  no  government 
in  Mexico,  and  that  the  allies  are  going  to  give  it  one,  respecting,  notwithataxid- 
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ingt.tlie  national  will,  says  that  "if  the  people  of  Mexico  choose  monarchy,  as 
that  is  the  form  of  government  which  exists  in  France,  he  would  be  charmed; 
but  that  the  French  would  do  nothing  to  induce  them  to  adopt  that  course." 

This  declaration  agrees  with  that  which  Earl  Russell  made  in  his  despatch  to 
Sir  John  Crampton,  of  the  19th  of  January  last,  (page  424  of  the  documents 
above  mentioned,)  and  with  those  which  I  have  been  assured  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment has  also  made,  although  all  protest  that  they  will  not  use  any  force  to 
promote  the  change  they  so  much  desire  and  aver  would  please  them  so  mucli 
to  see  realized — protests  which  up  to  this  time  England  and  Spain  only  have 
acted  upon.  Is  not  the  only  manifestation  of  such  preference  on  the  part  of 
France,  while  maintaining  her  armies  in  Mexico,  sufficiently  inciting  to  rouse 
the  discontented,  who  thrive  during  changes  and  disturbances,  to  bring  on  a 
fresh  rebellion,  sure  that  they  could  reckon  on  the  sympathies  and  the  moral 
support  openly  offered  to  them  by  a  powerful  nation,  which,  in  the  act  of  de- 
stroying the  existing  government,  assures  them  of  success,  although  this  be 
only  to  make  use  of  them  as  fresh  instruments  for  the  development  of  their 
ulterior  purposes  ?  The  French  government  protests  that  it  mil  do  nothing  to 
induce  the  people  of  Mexico  to  proclaim  monarchy;  but  acts  are  in  contradiction 
of  such  protests.  The  conduct  of  the  French  commissioners,  who  have  con- 
verted their  encampment  into  a  focus  for  Mexican  traitors,  who  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  their  country,  so  they  should  be  elevated  to 
ephemeral  power,  although  the  deluge  should  follow,  exhibits  something  widely 
different  from  those  words.  The  determination  of  the  Emperor's  government, 
which  now  se^ms  to  be  restricted  to  the  overthrow  of  the  present  government  of 
Mexico,  on  which  account  it  did  not  approve,  and  declared  to  be  "  wholly  want- 
ing in  dignity,"  (as  M.  Thouvenel  expresses  himself,)  the  convention  of  La 
Soledad,  in  which  there  was  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  existence  and 
of  the  lawfulness  of  such  government,  and  of  its  capacity  to  sustain  itself  against 
any  intestine  revolt,  cannot,  either,  be  taken  as  an  act  in  conformity  with  those 
words. 

Mr.  Thouvenel  says,  that  on  the  supposition  that  monarchy  may  be  re-estab- 
lished in  Mexico,  France  will  not  amuse  herself  by  maintaining  an  army  in  that 
country  to  uphold  such  form  of  government.  If  she  were  really  attempting  to 
proceed  in  such  manner,  she  would  not  undertake  to  establish  in  Mexico  an 
odious  government,  which,  if  it  come  into  existence,  would  fall  to  pieces  on  the 
day  it  would  miss  the  foreign  support  by  favor  of  which  it  had  reached  the 
throne.  But  if  Mr.  Thouvenel  declares  that  France  will  not  amuse  herself  in 
maintaining  such  a  government,  he  does  not  say  if  its  creation  were  overthrown 
she  will  adopt  the  amusement  of  sending  her  armies  to  replace  it  in  power ; 
whereby  such  government  would  continue  to  enjoy  a  support  as  positive  from 
France  as  if  that  power  had  kept  up  its  armies  in  Mexico  in  the  same  form  and 
for  the  same  purpose  for  which  she  keeps  them  at  Rome. 

On  the  supposition  that  Mr.  Thouvenel  relies  on  the  speech  delivered  by  Mr. 
Billault  in  the  name  of  the  French  government,  before  the  legislative  chamber, 
at  the  session  of  the  13th  March  last,  upon  the  expedition  to  Mexico,  and  says 
that  is  the  embodiment  of  the  "i-iews  and  purposes  of  the  government  of  the 
Emperor,  and  that  there  was  nothing  to  take  from  or  add  to  it,  I  think  it  oppor- 
tune to  make  some  observations  in  regard  to  that  speech.  That  oratorical  labor 
is  noticeable  under  two  aspects :  first,  for  the  censure  it  ftilminates,  and  the 
charges  it  makes,  not  against  the  existing  government  of  Mexico,  but  against 
all  the  governments  which  that  country  has  had  during  the  forty  years  of  its 
republican  existence;  and,  second,  for  the  disapprobation  and  disdain  with  which 
he  appears  to  view  not  only  the  existing  government  of  Mexico,  and  those 
which  have  preceded  it  during  the  last  forty  years,  but  on  what  he  calls  "  the 
disorderly  republics  of  the  New  World."  I  have  before  me  the  edition  of  that 
speech  which  was  published  in  No.  73  of  the  "Moniteur  Universel,"  of  Paris, 
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of  the  14th  March,  (cited  at  page  370.)  In  paragraph  four  Mr.  Billanlt  ears, 
"  All  the  ephemeral  governments  which  guccessively  oppressed  Mexico,  either  did 
not  la»t  long  enough  to  have  time  to  hilfil  their  promises,  or  made  endeavors  to 
violate  them."  Afterwards  (at  paragraph  seven)  he  calls  the  government  of 
Mexico  "  a  government  which  for  forty  years  has  not  ceased  from  giving  to 
Europe  the  constant  spectacle  of  the  violation  of  law  and  of  principles  the  most 
sacrea."  In  paragrapn  20  he  says  that  *•  during  forty  years  Mexico  has  suffered 
from  tlie  incessant  alternations  of  anarchy  and  tyranny.*'  At  the  close  of  his 
speech  ( paragraph  23)  he  says,  "  The  French  go  to  assist  the  Mexicans  to  give 
themeelves,  hy  their  own  action,  a  good  government,  which  will  be  the  best 
guarantee  the  first  can  obtain  for  the  safety  of  their  countrymen."  After  hav- 
ing thus  anathematized  all  the  republican  governments  which  Mexico  has  had, 
without  excepting  even  that  called  Miramon's,  which  France  so  much  contributed 
to  sustain  by  its  diplomacy  and  its  moral  influence,  what  sort  of  thing  can  that 
be  which  Mr.  Billault  calls  good  government,  if  not  a  monarchy  1  because  among 
the  governments  which  he  so  severely  condemns  are  included  all  the  forms  under 
which  republican  institutions  can  present  themselves. 

It  does  not  enter  my  thoughts  here  to  refute  the  accusations  against  my  coun- 
try, as  gratuitous  as  extraordinary,  which  Mr.  Billault's  speech  contains,  nor  to 
correct  the  inaccuracies  in  which  it  abounds ;  because  I  propose  only  to  show 
that  in  it  enough  is  said  to  make  it  known  that  what  France  wants  to  do  is  to 
establish  a  monarchy  in  Mexico. 

The  disigust  of  Mr.  Billault  against  ephemeral  governments  is  not  limited  to 
thoee  of  Mexico.  In  paragraph  three  of  his  speech  he  says,  the  period  of  forbear- 
ance of  France  must  cease  from  the  moment  when  it  is  found  that  French  in- 
terests in  all  those  disorderly  republics  of  the  New  World  are  daily  exposed  to 
the  violence  of  the  anarchy  which  is  destroying  such  fine  but  unfortunate  coun- 
tries, and  make  a  wholesome  example  necessary.  Does  not  this  indicate  that 
the  views  of  France  do  not  bound  themselves  in  giving  the  benefits  of  a  good 
g&vernment  to  Mexico,  but  that  if  the  experiment  shall  succeed  with  her  in  that 
country,  she  will  extend  her  benevolence  over  the  other  disorderly  republics  of 
this  continent,  from  which  Mr.  Billault  does  not  except  the  United  States  ? 

In  paragraph  20  Mr.  Billault  says  that  "  if  the  Mexicans,  wearied  of  all  the 
ilia  which  have  afflicted  them  for  forty  years,  wish  to  shake  off  definitively  the 
joke  of  their  oppressors,"  (the  government  of  Mexico,)  subdued  by  the  French, 
&C-;  and  a  little  earlier,  (in  paragraph  17,)  that  "  it  is  at  the  very  heart  of  this 
power**  (the  city  of  Mexico)  "  that  we  must  go  to  strike  the  decisive  blow." 
Does  he  not  show  by  this  very  plainly,  to  eyes  the  least  clear-sighted,  that  the 
French  mean  to  go  to  the  city  of  Mexico  to  strike  the  decisive  blow  against  the 
government,  to  conquer  it,  so  that  when  conquered  they  may  make  room  for  the 
few  partisan  sympatnizers  they  may  have,  whom  they  call  the  sound  part  of  the 
fopulatioHj  to  establish  what  they  characterize  as  a  good  government  ] 

If  the  war  they  are  now  making  on  Mexico  were  a  just  war,  which  only  had 
for  its  object  that  which  they  have  alleged — to  obtain  reparation  for  injuries 
which  they  say  have  been  committed  on  them — ^why  do  they  not  confine  them- 
selves to  making  it  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  nations,  instead  of  directing  all 
their  steps,  mainly  and  almost  exclusively,  to  the  overthrow  of  the  constitutional 
government  of  that  republic  whose  existence  they  deny,  and  with  extraordinary 
contradictoriness,  precisely  a  few  days  after  they  had  acknowledged  it  in  the 
iQost  solemn  manner  through  their  plenipotentiaries,  Rear  Admiral  La  Graviere 
a&d  Mr.  De  Saliffny? 

Mr.  Thouvenel  gave  assurance  that  the  French  plenipotentiaries  would  respect 
the  convention  of  La  Soledad,  and  sad  is  it  to  say  that  even  those  assurances 
have  not  been  complied  with.  The  note  of  the  Mexican  government  to  the  said 
plenipotentiaries,  which  reached  my  hands  after  the  communication  which  I 
addr^sed  to  your  department  on  the  10th  instant,  remitting  various  documents, 
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of  which  note  I  now  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  copy,  demonstrates  that  such 
commissioners  did  not  hesitate  to  hreak  that  solemn  convention  to  which  the 
faith  of  the  nation  was  pledged,  in  order  to  suit  their  ulterior  plans ;  and  that 
to  palliate  their  unjustifiable  conduct  they  availed  themselves  of  the  pretext  that 
the  Mexican  government  had  ordered  the  application  of  existing  laws,  previously 
enacted,  against  the  ringleader  of  the  traitors  that  France  protects  under  her  flag 
and  with  the  power  of  her  armies  in  the  Mexican  territory. 

Through  private  channels  there  has  also  come  to  my  knowledge  information 
of  a  violation  of  the  said  convention  even  more  unjustifiable,  which  I  abstain 
from  referring  to  here,  because  I  am  not  yet  officially  advised  of  it,  and  which 
I  will  communicate  if  it  be  confirmed  by  the  receipt  of  the  official  correspondence 
with  my  government. 

I  improve  this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward.  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


[Translation.] 

National  Palace,  Mexico,  April  11,  1862. 
To  the  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French : 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  relations  and  government  of  the  Mexi- 
can republic,  has  the  honor  to  reply  to  the  commissioners  of  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  France,  in  regard  to  the  despatch  they  addressed  to  him,  advising 
him  that  the  French  troops  would  fall  back  on  Paso  Ancho,  in  order  to  regain 
their  freedom  of  action,  so  soon  as  the  Spanish  should  have  evacuated  their  ac- 
tual encampment,  grounding  this  proceeding  upon  their  resolution  to  protect  the 
traitor  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte. 

The  violation  of  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  perpetrated  by  the  French 
commissioners  under  shadow  of  a  pretext  almost  puerile,  is  unjustifiable  when 
examined  in  the  lights  of  international  law. 

Neither  the  constitutional  government  nor  the  Mexican  nation  has  had  notice, 
official  or  extraofficial,  of  the  mission  which  the  French  commissioners  attribute 
in  their  said  note  to  the  traitor  Almonte,  and  the  first  advice  they  have  of  it  is 
in  the  asseverations  of  the  commissioners. 

What  has  been  known  for  some  time  through  public  rumor  has  been  that  the 
traitor  Almonte,  deceiving  by  his  false  representations  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  the  French,  labored  assiduously  to  draw  upon  his  country  an  armed  foreign 
invasion,  which  might  serve  to  support  the  subdued  reactionary  band  in  thia 
country — subdued  less  by  arms  than  by  the  irresistible  power  of  public  will. 

These  rumors  became  converted  into  facts,  fully  established  afterwards  by 
the  arrival  of  the  traitor  at  Vera  Cruz,  because  he  then  assumed  the  authority, 
giving  proof  that  from  that  place  he  was  busied  in  conspiring  against  that  lawful 
power,  generally  acknowledged  throughout  the  republic,  and  of  fomenting  by 
every  sort  of  intrigue  and  of  promises  the  bands  of  outlaws  who  were  prowling 
about  in  some  mountainous  districts. 

Exercising  its  sovereign  right,  and  applying  laws  in  force  enacted  before  that 
time,  the  Mexican  government  declared  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte  a  traitor  and  out- 
law, and  it  could  not  by  possibility  ever  have  been  deemed  that  this  act  of 
internal  administration,  exclusively  pertaining  to  it,  should  be  rashly  seized  upon 
as  a  cause  for  rupture  by  the  very  commissioners  who,  on  the  19th  of  February, 
on  signing  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  engaged  solemnly  in  the  face  of  the 
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ciTilized  world  to  respect  the  sovereignty  of  tlie  Mexican  government,  and  to 
abstain  from  officious  interference  with  any  act  of  internal  administration. 

The  confession  which  the  representatives  of  France  made  in  the  preliminaries 
acknowledging  the  legitimate  character  of  the  constitutional  government,  and  its 
g^eral  acceptation  throughout  the  republic,  is  in  open  contradiction  to  the  terms 
they  now  use  in  their  note  of  the  9th,  attributing  the  subsistence  of  this  admin- 
istration to  the  triumph  of  a  tyrannous  minority.  That  notorious  contradiction 
causes  doubts  about  the  sincerity  of  the  first  confession  of  the  commissioners, 
and  plainly  reveals  the  origin,  little  worthy  of  them,  of  the  second  statement. 

The  undersigned  has  the  regret  to  have  to  repel  as  inaccurate  the  proposition 
of  the  commissioners,  in  which  they  maintain  that  new  vexations  have  been 
practiced  upon  their  countrymen  since  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad.  No 
noticeable  fact  of  this  kind  has  been  reported  by  the  subaltern  authorities,  and 
if  any  has  occurred,  it  must  have  been  of  so  little  consequence  that  it  has  not 
been  thought  fit  to  denounce  it  to  the  supreme  authority. 

ITie  French  commissioners  have  been  at  liberty,  and  had  the  opportunity,  to 
make  reclamation  against  any  fault  soever,  and  their  silence  justifies  the  pre- 
sumption that  nothing  has  taken  place  which  supplies  matter  for  complaint. 

The  Mexican  government  has  been  and  still  is  disposed  to  exhaust  all 
measures  of  conciliatory  nature,  in  order  to  attain  a  peaceful  settlement,  whose 
basis  will  be  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad.  On  its  part,  it  has  Mfilled,  and 
will  in  future  fulfil,  the  obligations  which  it  assumed  in  those  preliminaries, 
because  it  comprehends  how  much  want  of  loyalty  wounds  the  honor  of  the 
nation.  It  will  not  be  the  first  to  make  aggression,  because  it  adheres  faith- 
fully to  the  principle  of  respecting  the  nationalities  so  long  as  they  do  not  have 
recourse  to  other  measures  than  those  of  the  convention.  But  the  constitutional 
g;ovemment,  depositary  of  the  sovereignty  and  guardian  of  the  independence  of 
the  republic,  will  repel  force  by  force,  and  will  sustain  the  War  even  until  sub- 
dued, because  it  is  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  its  cause,  and  because  it  rests 
assured  that  in  this  contest  it  will  be  powerfully  aided  by  the  bravery  and  love 
of  country  which  are  chai'acteristics  of  the  Mexican  people. 

The  undersigned  presents  to  the  commissioners  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
the  assurances  of  his  respectful  consideration. 

MANUEL  DOBLADO. 

Washington,  May  18,  1862. 
True  copy. 

ROMERO. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero, 


Departmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  May  29,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  now  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
18th  of  May,  after  a  delay  which  has  been  a  little  prolonged  by  the  necessity 
of  waiting  for  a  translation  of  it. 

The  interest  of  this  paper  is  enhanced  by  the  intelligence  of  military  events 
which  have  occurred  in  Mexico,  and  of  important  diplomatic  proceedings  which 
have  taken  place  between  Mr.  Corwin  and  your  government. 

The  President  will  consider  the  whole  subject,  with  the  aid  of  your  commu- 
nicadon,  and  will  doubtless  give  me  his  instructions  so  soon  as  he  shall  have 
found  the  needful  leisure,  after  having  disposed  of  some  domestic  affairs  which 
jnst  now  exact  much  of  his  personal  attention. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  64 5 


; 
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I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  offer  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  con- 
sideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Matias  Romero,  Sfv,,  8fc.f  Spc. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 


Legation  of  Mexico  to  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  June  2,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  that  I  have  re- 
ceived instructions  from  my  government  to  inform  that  of  the  United  States  of 
the  extraordinary  events  which  have  taken  place  in  Mexico  during  the  month 
of  April  last,  after  the  powers  allied  against  that"  republic  declared  that  they 
could  not  agree  upon  the  construction  that  should  be  given  to  the  treaty  of  Lon- 
don, and  that  each  would  act  separately ;  in  consequence  of  which  determina- 
tion the  English  and  Spanish  forces  left  the  country,  and  the  French  remained 
*  in  it  to  assist  in  conquering  authority  for  a  faction  of  misguided  Mexicans,  who 
had,  in  anticipation,  sold  their  native  land  to  the  foreign  invaders. 

The  events  which  I  am  about  to  relate  are  so  unheard  of  that  they  would 
hardly  be  credible,  if  it  were  not  for  official  documents  emanating  from  the 
agents  that  France  had  in  Mexico,  which  put  them  beyond  all  doubt. 

The  scandalous  violation  of  article  2  of  the  convention  of  La  Soledad, 
which  (by  the  allegation  of  pretexts  truly  puerile)  the  French  committed  in 
refusing  to  enter  upon  the  negotiations  which  it  had  been  stipulated  should  be 
opened  at  Orizaba,  and  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  department  in 
my  note  of  the  10th  May  last  past,  is  an  act  so  atrocious  as  to  make  it  neces- 
sary to  say  here  two  words  more  about  it. 

The  government  of  Mexico,  in  the  exercise  of  its  incontestable  right  of  sov- 
ereignty, passed  on  the  25th  January  last  a  law  for  the  punishment  of  crimes 
against  the  nation,  against  order,  public  peace,  and  individual  guarantees,  the 
first  article  of  which' declares  that  "amongst  the  crimes  against  the  independence 
and  safety  of  the  nation  are  comprehended — 

"1st.  Armed  invasion  of  the  territory  of  the  republic  by  foreigners  and  Mexi- 
cans, or  by  the  first  alone,  unless  preceded  by  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  part 
of  the  power  to  whom  they  may  pertain. 

"2d.  Voluntary  service  of  Mexicans  in  foreign  hostile  troops,  whatever  the 
character  in  which  they  may  accompany  them. 

"3d.  Invitation  given  by  Mexicans,  or  by  foreigners  resident  in  the  republic, 
to  subjects  of  other  powers,  to  invade  the  national  territory,  or  change  the  form 
of  government  the  rcpubHc  had  adopted,  whatever  might  be  the  pretext  set  up. 

"4th.  Every  act  of  complicity  in  exciting  or  promoting  invasion,  or  favoring 
its  realization  and  result. 

"5th.  In  case  of  the  invasion  taking  effect,  the  contributing  in  any  manner 
that  at  the  points  occupied  by  the  invader  any  semblance  of  government  be  or- 
ganized, by  voting,  aiding  at  juntas,  proposing  motions,  accepting  employment 
or  commission,  either  from  the  invader  or  other  persons  delegated  by  him." 

The  crimes  comprehended  in  sections  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  are  punishable,  by  the 
same  law,  witli  death. 

Two  months  after  the  enactment  of  said  law,  there  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  Don 

Juan  N.  Almonte,  who,  at  Paris,  had  been  laboring  in  preparing  and  carrying 

into  effect  an  invasion  against  his  native  couulTy,\iy  niBacaa  o^  ^klcli  he  hoped 
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to  attain  power,  and  his  horrible  crime  was  at  once  compreliended  in  sections 
3  and   4  of  article   1    of  the   law  above  cited.     Notwithstanding  that  it  is 
dearly  apparent  that  both  the  crime  and  its  condign  punishment  were  fixed 
bj  a  law  enacted  before  his  arrival,  the  French  commissioners  had  no  hesitation 
about  receiving  him  under  the  protection  of  their  flag,  and  thus  causing  an  in-^ 
fraction  of  the  laws  of  the  coontv  to  which  they  pretended  to  go  to  re-establisb 
the  empire  of  law — offending  public  justice  by  giving  impunity  to  one  of  the 
great<*st  of  criminals.     Notwithstanding  that  the  penalty  designated  by  law  to 
punish  the  crimes  of  Almonte  was  capital,  the  government  of  Mexico,  in  the 
spirit  of  moderation  which  animated  it  in  its  transactions  with  the  allies — a  spirit 
which  until  now  has  not  been  understood  and  appreciated — restricted  itself  to 
asking  of  the  French  commissioners  that  they  would  send  away  from  the  re- 
public the  traitor  who,  not  content  with  the  foreign  invasion  which  he  had 
brought  upon  his  country,  was  engaged  in  conspiring  against  the  lawful  author 
ity  generally  acknowledged  throughout  the  republic,  and  in  exciting,  by  every 
mode  of  intrigue  and  promises,  the  bands  of  robbers  which,  without  any  politi- 
cal pretence,  were  marauding  through  some  of  the  mountain  regions,  and  which 
France  has  thought  proper  to  call  "the  sound  part  of  the  population"  and  "the 
oppressed  majority  of  the  country."     In  this  it  seems  tnat  France  ought  to 
have  followed  the  example  which  had  just  been  given  to  her  by  her  good  ally. 
Great  Britain,  which,  for  motives  not  so  powerful  as  those  which  existed  against 
permitting  the  ingress  to  the  country  of  Almonte,  opposed  that  of  Don  Miguel 
Miramon,  whom  she  caused  to  go  back  to  the  Havana,  first  exacting  from  him, 
as  it  is  asserted,  his  parole  that  he  would  not  attempt  to  return  to  the  republic 
while  the  present  complications  should  continue. 

This  proper,  reasonable,  and  moderate  request  of  the  Mexican  government 
was  the  pretext  which  the  French  commissioners  alleged  for  violating  and 
breaking  the  convention  of  La  Soledad.  The  haughty  and  insulting  reply 
was,  that  "the  French  flag  had  given  welcome  to  many  proscribed  persons,  and 
there  was  no  example  that  its  protection  had  ever  been  withdrawn  from  those 
who  had  once  obtained  it ;"  as  if  Almonte  were  proscribed  and  left  his  country 
through  factious  persecutions,  and  not  an  agitator  who  went  abroad  to  stir  up  a 
ciril  war  by  means  of  an  armed  expedition  against  his  native  land  which  be 
labored  so  much  to  organize  ! 

When  the  government  of  Mexico  allowed,  in  the  convention  of  La  Soledad» 
that  the  allied  forces  might  move  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  it  was  done 
only  in  yielding  to  its  feeliugs  of  humanity — to  avoid  that  the  unwholesome 
climate  of  the  coasts  should  destroy  the  forces  referred  to,  which  it  was  already 
exterminating.  It  never  had  any  intention  of  renouncing  its  jurisdiction  over 
the  places  occupied  by  the  allies,  much  less  of  yielding  to  them  the  sovereignty 
over  the  same.  The  local  authorities  were  to  continue  without  hindrance  what- 
ever in  the  exercise  of  their  attributes,  and  the  tribunals  administering  justice 
in  conformity  with  the  subsisting  laws.  In  proof  that  this  was  the  understand- 
ing which  the  contracting  parties  gave  to  the  said  conventions,  I  will  cite  the 
circular  issued  by  General  Zaragoza,  in  command  of  the  Mexican  army  of  the 
east,  from  which  I  remit  a  copy  of  some  paragraphs  in  document  No.  I  of  those 
mentioned  in  the  index  annexed,  and  against  which  the  allies  made  no  remon- 
strance, giving  it,  in  this  manner,  a  tacit  assent. 

The  French  commissioners,  without  appreciating  or  understandmg  the  human- 
itarian sentiments  of  the  Mexican  government,  to  which  only  they  owe  the  sal- 
vation of  their  troops,  also  violated,  in  this  respect,  the  convention  of  La  Sole- 
dad,  because  they  not  only  sheltered  divers  criminals  against  the  republic — soms 
of  whom  had  come  from  Europe,  others  were  from  Vera  Cruz,  fleeing  from  their 
jndges,  and  others  had  left  the  rebel  forces  which  had  been  raised,  and  in  which 
they  were  on  duty,  to  go  and  plot  in  complicity  the  overthrow  of  public  order-— 
hmdering  the  apprehension  of  such  offenders  by  the  local  authorities,  and  their 
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delivery  to  competent  tribunals,  but  going  to  the  extreme  of  despatching  these 
reiy  offenders  into  districts  subject  exclusively  to  the  Mexican  government,  and 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  districts  designated  in  article  2  of  the  convention 
of  La  Soledad,  that  they  might  be  occupied  by  the  allies,  guarding  the  said 
offenders  with  French  troops,  whose  commanders  obstructed  the  local  authorities 
in  the  free  exercise  of  their  functions,  as  stipulated  for  in  the  convention. 
•Other  French  commanders  committed  even  greater  outrages,  going  so  far  as  to 
put  in  prison  some  Mexican  authorities,  and  threatening  to  shoot  them  upon 
unjust  and  frivolous  pretexts. 

In  the  note  which  the  French  plenipotentiaries  addressed  to  the  government 
of  Mexico  on  the  9th  of  April  last,  (copy  No.  5  of  the  documents  annexed  to 
the  note  of  this  legation  of  the  10th  of  May  last  past,)  saying  that  the  negotia- 
tions agreed  upon  were  not  opened,  because  the  said  government  required  that 
the  traitor  Almonte  should  be  sent  from  the  coimtry,  they  also  fulminate  two 
other  charges  against  the  same  government.  The  first,  that  after  the  conven- 
tion of  La  Soledad  "fresh  vexations  were  practiced  on  the  French;'*  and  the 
second,  that  *•  violent  means  had  been  adopted  to  stifle  the  expression  of  the 
wishes  of  the  country  and  of  true  public  opinion." 

The  first  charge  is  so  vague  that  perhaps  it  does  not  merit  to  be  taken  into 
consideration.  The  principal  care  of  the  government  of  Mexico  since  the  sign- 
ing of  the  convention  of  La  Soledad  has  been  not  to  give  the  least  cause  for 
complaint  to  the  allies,  circumscribing  its  action  to  doing  only  that  which  it  had  a 
plain  and  iiTefu table  right,  in  order  that,  in  case  of  a  breaking  off,  they  alone 
should  be  answerable;  there  remaining  to  Mexico  the  satisfaction  of  having 
fulfilled  all  it  had  offered,  and  of  having  observed  what  it  had  agreed  upon  widi 
such  solemnity. 

The  government  of  Mexico  had  no  information  of  any  of  the  acts  of  violence 
to  which  the  French  commissioners  refer.  No  noticeable  act  of  this  kind  was 
reported  to  them  by  the  subordinate  authorities  of  the  republic ;  and  in  the  note 
addressed  to  them  on  the  11th  of  April,  of  which  I  sent  copy  to  your  depart- 
ment with  my  communication  of  the  18th  of  the  month  last  past,  it  said  to  them 
that  if  such  acts  of  violence  had  really  been  committed,  the  said  commissioners 
had  liberty  and  opportunity  to  make  claim  against  every  default,  and  that  their 
silence  raised  the  presumption  that  nothing  had  occurred  which  would  lend 
grounds  for  claim.  This  was  a  plain  intimation  to  them  that  they  shoidd  desig- 
nate the  acts  of  violence  committed  in  order  that  reparation  should  be  made  if 
they  were  proven.  The  reply  of  the  French  commissioners,  of  which  I  to-day 
remit  a  copy,  (No.  3,)  neither  specifies  any  outrages  attempted,  nor  any  violent 
measures,  but  turns  on  the  repetition  of  the  vague  and  inexact  opinion,  in  no- 
wise sustained  by  the  facts,  tba't  it  was  the  government  of  Mexico  which  broke 
tup  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad  with  fancied  violences,  the  enumeration  of 
-which  it  is  not  possible  for  them  to  make,  although  they  have  been  requested 
to  do  so. 

They,  notwithstanding,  say  that  they  do  not  do  this  "  to  evade  recriminations 
without  purpose  and  without  dignity,"  when,  in  all  their  communications  to  the 
government  of  Mexico,  and  in  other  documents  in  which  they  speak  of  it,  they 
not  only  seek,  as  much  as  can  be,  to  appear  in  antagonism,  and  even  to  calum- 
niate it  for  the  purpose  of  holding  to  the  material  which,  in  another  way,  they 
could  not  find,  but  that  they  make  use  of  language  more  than  unworthy  of  them, 
and  highly  indecorous. 

For  the  rest,  with  such  adversaries,  who  recur  to  such  wiles  when  they  can- 
not justify  nor  even  enumerate  their  gratuitous  recriminations,  the  government 
of  Mexico  ought  not  t(f  do  more  than  to  declare,  as  she  did  in  the  note  of  20th 
April  last,  (No.  4  of  the  documents  annexed,)  that  "  it  is  in  every  point  false 
that  the  president  had  taken  the  property  of  any  French  subject." 

In  the  same  reply  the  French  commissioners  make  another  charge  against  the 
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Mexican  government.  They  say  "  that  facts  actually  recent,  such  as  the  assas- 
sination of  several  soldiers  of  the  .French  army  on  the  road  from  Vera  Cruz, 
and  even  in  the  environs  of  Cordova,  afford  a  fresh  proof  that  the  Mexican 
govermnent  has  not  the  will  or  the  power  to  fulfil  the  obligations  imposed  on 
every  civilized  government." 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  if  such  murders  have  been  committed,  they  have  been 
on  the  ground  occupied  by  the  allies,  and  especially  occupied  by  the  French, 
where  Uiey,  in  fact,  exercised  authority  arbitrarily  and  exclusively,  in  violation 
of  the  convention  of  La  Soledad,  and  where,  therefore,  should  recoil  on  them- 
selves the  harsh  reproach  they  cast  upon  the  Mexican  government  on  account 
of  such  murders.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  as  soon  as,  in  consequence  of  such 
denunciation  by  the  French  commissioners,  the  Mexican  government,  for  the 
first  time,  learned  that  such  crimes  had  been  committed,  it  gave  orders  to  make 
the  proper  investigations  of  the  matter.  Although  this  inexcusable  conduct  of 
France  towards  Mexico— in  which  the  first  has  trampled  under  foot  the  most 
ordinary  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  has,  without  shame,  violated  her 
most  solemn  engagements — authorized  the  other  to  drive  the  French  subjects 
finom  her  territory,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  agreed  upon  in  the  treaties,  from 
the  circomstance  of  the  existence  of  war  de  facto,  the  Mexican  government,  de- 
sirous to  give  the  last  extreme  proof  of  the  spirit  of  conciliation  which  animates 
her,  and  believing  at  the  same  time  that  the  Emperor  will  not  sanction  the  pro-r 
oeedings  of  his  subordinates,  and  that  facts  will  soon  free  him  from  the  delusion 
into  which  he  has  fallen  in  respect  to  Mexico,  has  not  been  willing  to  adopt 
measures  against  them  which  it  has  an  incontestable  right  to  do,  and  has  re- 
sponded to  the  attacks  of  all  kinds  which  it  receives  from  the  French  commis- 
sioners by  a  law,  approved  by  the  president  the  12th  April  last,  (No.  8  of  the 
documents  annexed  to  my  note  of  the  10th  May  last  past,)  in  article  5  of  which 
it  is  declared  that  "  the  peaceable  French  residents  in  the  country  continue  under 
Ae  protection  of  the  laws  and  of  the  Mexican  authorities;"  and  by  a  circular 
of  the  same  date  from  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  (No.  2  of  the  documents 
mentioned  in  the  annexed  index,)  in  which  he  reconmiends  the  governors  of  the 
States,  under  the  strictest  responsibilities,  faithfully  to  execute  said  law. 

The  second  charge  made  against  the  Mexican  government  by  the  French 
plenipotentiaries  in  the  cited  note  of  the  9th  April  is,  that  "  in  their  view,  violent 
measures  had  been  taken  to  stifle  the  expression  of  the  wishes  of  the  country 
and  of  real  public  opinion." 

That  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  degree  of  accuracy  which  this  recrimina- 
tion carries  with  it,  I  think  it  will  be  enough  to  say  that  the  government  of 
Mexico,  in  place  of  hindering  the  expression  of  public  opinion  in  favor  of  the 
allies,  prohibited  every  publication  in  which  anything  against  them  was  found, 
and  in  which  matters  relating  to  the  European  expedition  were  discussed.  The 
feeling  of  indignation  which  sprung  up  in  the  country  against  the  invaders  was 
80  great  that  if  it  received  fresh  food  through  the  powerful  agency  of  the  press, 
there  would  have  been  danger  of  exciting  disturbances,  which  the  government 
of  the  country,  under  every  circumstance,  desired  to  avoid,  even  at  the  cost  of 
checking  the  enthusiasm  and  the  spirit  of  patriotism  of  the  Mexican  people.  If 
this  disposition  is  that  which  it  objects  to,  this  should  not  surprise  those  who 
know  to  what  extent  the  French  commissioners  distort  the  plainest  facts  to 
make  them  subservient  to  their  very  unworthy  and  ignoble  views. 

As  for  the  rest,  I  give  proof  of  the  greatest  moderation  by  abstaining,  aa  I 
do,  only  from  respect  for  the  government  of  the  United  States,  from  making  a 
comparative  examination  of  the  personal  guarantees  which  the  laws  of  the  re- 
public grant  to  Mexican  citizens,  and  those  which  the  French  laws  allow  to  the 
subjects  of  the  empire ;  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  in  Mexico,  and  that  it  enjoys 
in  France,  if  the  restrictions  under  which  it  is  there  kept  can  be  called  liberty ; 
and  various  other  rights,  which  make  it  plain  that  the  political  and  social  con 
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dition  of  the  Mexican  citizen  is  much  more  advantageouB  than  that  of  the  French 
suhject ;  that  in  the  first  rights  are  recognissed  which  are  denied  to  the  others ; 
and  that  the  nation  so  atrociously  calumniated  in  Europe  is  more  advanced  in 
what  relates  to  conquests  achieved  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  man,  than  many  of 
those  which  figure  in  the  front  rank  on  that  continent,  without  excepting  even 
France. 

I  will  not  omit  to  mention  the  opinion  which  is  contained  in  the  last  paragraph 
of  the  note  of  the  French  commissioners  of  the  16th  April,  (No.  3  of  the  docu- 
ments mentioned  in  the  annexed  index,)  which  literally  says  :  "  In  such  a  state 
of  things,  the  undersigned,  convinced  of  the  uselessness  of  recurring  any  longer 
to  the  channel  of  negotiations,  could  only  refer  to  their  note  of  the  9th  AprU." 
In  these  words  the  French  confess  inadvertently,  but  without  circumlocution, 
that  they  refuse  to  enter  upon  the  negotiations  stipulated  in  the  convention  of 
La  Soledad,  because  they  believe  them  useless.  Is  such  a  belief,  well  founded 
as  it  may  be,  a  sufficient  reason  for  violating  solemn  stipulations  to  which  the 
faith  of  France  and  the  government  of  the  Emperor  were  pledged  ?  From  the 
moment  when  the  law  of  nations  could  recognize  the  validity  of  such  an  excuse, 
the  faith  of  treaties  would  become  a  lie,  and  there  would  be  no  obligation  pos- 
sible between  two  states,  on  the  supposition  that  either  remained  iree  to  fail  in 
its  obligations  merely  upon  the  belief,  or  appearance  of  believing,  that  it  were 
useless  to  fulfil  them. 

To  show  to  you  how  far  out  of  the  way  are  the  ideas  of  the  French  commis- 
sioners— that  in  their  arrogance  and  blindness  they  treat  Mexico  as  if  she  were 
already  a  French  colony — I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  note  which  they  addressed  to 
the  Mexican  government,  dated  15th  April,  (No.  ^  of  the  documents  annexed,) 
in  which  "  they  solemnly  protest,  in  the  name  of  the  government  of  the  Em- 
peror, against  any  treaty  or  convention  which  the  Mexican  government  may 
conclude,  having  for  object  on  the  part  of  Mexico  to  sell,  cede,  alien,  or  hypothe- 
cate in  favor  of  any  party  soever,  all  or  any  part  of  the  domains,  property, 
or  rents  of  the  state,  because  such  domains,  property,  and  rents  constitute  the 
pledge  on  which  rest  the  credits  which  France  must  make  available  against 
Mexico."  Can  there  possibly  be  conceived  a  more  rude  attack  upon  the  sove- 
reignty of  an  independent  nation — a  sovereignty  which  the  Frenchc  ommission- 
ers  promised  to  respect  in  article  2  of  the  convention  of  La  Soledad  ?  The 
bases  of  this  singular  protest  have  not  even  the  merit  of  reality.  The  sum  total 
of  the  debt  acknowledged  to  be  due  from  Mexico  to  French  subjects  does  not 
amount  to  more  than  the  trifle  of  S200,000.  How  can,  then,  the  domains, 
property,  and  revenues  of  Mexico  constitute  the  pledge  on  which  rest  the  credits 
of  France,  to  the  degree  of  absorbing  all,  and  preventing  other  nations  having 
much  larger  interests  and  much  heavier  credits  from  making  arrangements  to 
satisfy  their  respective  rights  ? 

What  an  example  of  moderation  France  gives,  in  this  senseless  protest,  to 
her  great  and  good  ally.  Great  Britain,  which  has  just  concluded  a  treaty  with 
Mexico,  the  payment  of  her  credits  being  guaranteed !  If,  as  France  has  de- 
clared, the  European  expedition  sent  against.  Mexico  had  no  object  but  to  obtain 
satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  the  allies  and  guarantees  for  the  future,  how  is  it 
that  when  the  case  happens  that  Mexico  gives  that  satisfaction  and  those  guaran- 
tees, France  can  protest  against  the  arrangements  that  Mexico  concludes  for  car- 
rying out  such. purpose  ?  Can  there  possibly  be  a  more  absurd  contradiction? 
Mexico  has  a  debt  to  England  and  to  Spain  for  sums  much  beyond  the  trifle  of 
$200,000  which  she  owes  to  French  subjects.  As  guarantee  for  this  debt  she 
has  offlered  and  given  that  which  all  nations  offer  and  give  in  like  cases — a  por- 
tion of  her  revenues.  To  set  herself  now  in  opposition  to  her  making  treaties 
by  which  to  re-establish  assignments  made  anteriorly  is  a  mere  haughty  preten- 
Bion,  as  offensive  to  the  rights  of  Mexico  as  to  those  of  other  nations  which  are 
Jber  creditoTB, 


PRESENT   CONDITION   OF     MEXICO.  71 

Bat,  although  the  protest  includes  all  ihe  arrangements  which  Mexico  can 
make  with  her  creditors,  by  the  preamble,  and  the  incidents  which  preceded 
and  bj  which  it  was  accompanied,  it  is  plainly  to  be  understood  that  it  is  ad- 
dressed especially  and  directly  against  the  treaty  for  a  loan,  signed  in  the  month 
last  pastt  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States.  To  what  degree,  then,  such 
protest  may  be  offensive  to  the  dignity  of  the  United  States  is  a  point  which  I 
abstain  from  considering,  because,  unquestionably,  you  will  know  how  to  ap- 
preciate that  better  than  I  can. 

On  the  other  hand,  by  the  act  of  addressing  this  protest,  the  French  com- 
miBsioners  put  themselves  in  manifest  contradiction  to  their  assertions  of  a  few 
days  before,  and  to  the  declaration  of  their  government  that  there  is  no  govern- 
ment in  Mexico.  If  the  actual  government  is  not  a  government,  as  Mr.  Thouvenel 
iTeiB  it  to  be;  if  it  be  only  an  oppressive  and  violent  minority,  as  the  commis- 
sioners call  it,  how  is  it  that  its  right  to  make  treaties  in  the  name  of  the  nation 
is  acknowledged,  and  that  they  are  protested  against  only,  not  for  want  of  au- 
thority to  conclude  them,  but  because  they  are  believed  to  be  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  France?  This  attribute— one  of  the  most  important  of  the  national 
sovereignty — cannot  exist,  unless  in  a  government  that  is  truly  national ;  and 
the  allied  commissioners,  in  acknowledging  that  that  of  Mexico  possessed  it,  even 
if  they  protest  against  its  exercise,  explicitly  acknowledge  it  as  a  government. 

There  has  come  into  my  hands  a  statement  by  **  Impartial  French  Democrats 
resident  in  Mexico,''  made  at  that  city  on  the  15th  of  April  last,  of  which  I  en- 
close a  copy,  (No.  7  of  the  documents  annexed.)  The  reading  of  this  docu- 
ment, had  there  not  been  any  other  facts  -in  support  of  what  I  am  going  on  to 
■ay,  would  be  enough  to  teach  the  blindest  whether  the  conduct  which  the 
French  conmiissioners  have  pursued  in  Mexico  is  not  only  just,  not  only  deco- 
rousv  but  suited  to  the  true  interest  of  France  and  her  subjects  in  that  republic. 
I  think  it  opportune  to  remark  that  the  French  authors  of  the  statement  above 
mentioned  decided  not  to  sign  it,  that  they  might  not  expose  themselves  to  the 
persecutions  which  would  fall  upon  them  in  case  the  agents  of  the  Emperor 
shall  occupy  the  city  of  Mexico. 

The  facts  which  I  have  thus  far  related ;  the  violations  of  public  faith  com- 
mitted by  the  French ;  the  improprieties  which  they  have  indulged  in  towards 
the  Mexican  nation  and  its  authoi-ities ;  their  conduct,  unjustifiably  directed  to 
elevating  to  power  a  faction  condemned  in  the  judgment  of  its  fellow-citizens, 
and  all  the  rest  of  the  excesses  I  have  mentioned — what,  in  one  word,  may  be 
called  the  diplomatic  conduct  of  the  French  commissioners,  atrocious  as  it  is  in 
itself,  seems  yet  a  very  trifling  fault,  almost  excusable,  when  compared  with 
what  it  is  my  duty  to  state  in  continuation,  in  compliance  with  the  instructions 
of  my  government,  and  which  I  shall  denominate  the  military  conduct  of  the 
same  commissioners. 

For  individuals  who  retain  some  remains  of  chivalrou  feeling  and  of  military 
honor,  the  mere  reading  of  what  I  have  to  relate  will  cause  a  very  painful  im- 
pression, on  perceiving  that  in  the  army  of  one  of  the  most  civilized  nations  of 
the  world  there  are  superior  officers  capable  of  committing  such  extraordinary 
perfidies.  The  French  people,  I  am  sure,  will  feel  ashamed  when  they  are  in- 
formed of  such  acts  as  so  deeply  wound  the  honor  and  the  flag  of  France.  So 
extraordinary  is  the  act  that,  although  when  writing  to  you  my  note  of  the  18th 
May  it  had  come  to  my  knowledge  in  a  confidential  shape,  (which,  however,  left 
me  in  no  doubt  of  its  authenticity,)  yet  could  I  not  believe  it ;  'and  as  I  said  to 
you  at  the  end  of  that  note,  I  reserved  discussion  of  it,  in  case  it  should  be  con- 
firmed, until  I  should  receive  the  official  documents  relative  to  the  matter  which 
would  enable  me  to  judge  of  it,  with  all  the  necessary  data.  Such  have  come 
to  hand,  and  I  am  under  the  hard  necessity  of  communicating  them  to  you. 
In  the  convention  of  La  Soledad  were  the  foUowing  stipulations  : 
"  3d.  Duiin^r  the  negotiationB  the  forces  of  the  allied  powers  shall  occupy  \Saft 
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three  towns  of  Cordova,  Orizaba,  and  Tebuacan,  with  the  natural  radius  of 
each." 

"  4th.  In  order  that  it  may  not,  even  remotely,  be  believed  that  the  allies  have 
signed  these  preliminaries  to  enable  themselves  to  pass  beyond  the  military  forti- 
fied positions  which  are  garrisoned  by  the  Mexican  army,  it  is  stipulated  that 
upon  the  unhappy  event  of  the  breaking  off  the  negotiations,  the  forces  of  the 
allies  will  cease  to  occupy  the  aforesaid  towns,  and  will  return  and  post  them- 
selves on  the  line  which  lies  before  such  fortifications  in  the  direction  of  Vera 
Cruz,  designating,  as  extreme  principal  points,  Paso  Ancho,  on  the  road  firom 
Cordova,  and  Paso  de  Ovejas,  on  that  of  Jalapa." 

"  5th.  If  the  unhappy  event  should  occur  of  breaking  off  the  negotiations  and 
the  withdrawal  of  the  allied  troops  to  the  line  indicated  in  the  preceding  article, 
the  hospitals  occupied  by  the  allies  shall  remain  under  the  protection  of  the 
Mexican  nation." 

The  French  plenipotentiaries  still  acknowledged  this  obligation  on  the  viola- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  London,  because  in  the  note  which,  in  unison  with  the 
commissioner  of  the  other  two  allied  powers,  they  addressed  to  the  Mexican 
government,  on  the  9th  April,  (No.  3  of  the  documents  annexed  to  the  note  from 
tills  legation  of  the  10th  May  last  past,)  they  said  what  follows : 

''The  French  army  will  reach  Paso  Ancho  as  soon  as  the  Spanish  troops  may 
have  passed  on  from  that  position ;  that  is  to  say,  probably  about  the  20th  April, 
commencing  its  operations  at  once." 

From  this,  then,  it  appears  that  the  obligation  upon  the  French  army  to  go 
back  to  Paso  Ancho  before  commencing  hostilities  could  not  be  either  more  per- 
fect or  more  solemn,  because,  without  such  obligation,  the  Mexican  government 
would  not  have  permitted  it  to  pass  that  point  and  place  itself  beyond  the  for- 
tified positions  of  the  republic.  Notwithstanding  aH  this,  the  French  army, 
dishonoring  its  promise,  trampling  upon  the  laws  of  war,  and  overreaching  what- 
ever is  most  sacred  upon  earth,  as  well  for  individuals  as  for  nations,  not  only 
did  not  fall  back  to  Paso  Ancho,  but  rushed  upon  Orizaba,  attacking  the  Mexi- 
can advance  without  a  previous  declaration  of  war. 

As  soon  as  the  commissioners  of  the  allied  powers  gave  notice  that  the  coali- 
tion was  dissolved,  the  Mexican  government  became  assured  that  the  French 
would  not  fall  back  upon  Paso  Ancho,  and  were  seeking  for  pretexts  to  evade 
their  obligations ;  but  the  government  undervalued  these  advices,  because  it  was 
not  possible  for  it  to  believe  that  a  French  army  would  cast  such  a  stain  upon 
its  own  honor,  and  would  set  such  an  example  of  cowardly  baseness ;  for  no  other 
name  can  be  given  to  so  unworthy  an  act  as  that  of  retaining  an  enemy's  posi- 
tions by  perfidy  in  place  of  taking  them  by  force.  I  have  the  honor  to  send 
you  (marked  No.  8)  the  report  which  Greneral  Zaragoza  made  to  the  government 
of  the  republic  of  this  dark  treason. 

In  a  paper  published  at  Cordova,  on  the  20th  April,  by  the  French  general. 
Count  Lorencez,  of  which  I  send  a  copy,  (marked  No.  9,)  is  the  explanation  and 
defence  which  the  French  give  of  this  treachery. 

The  French  general  says  that  *'  he  intended  to  fulfil  the  obligations  contracted 
by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  allied  powers,  but  that  he  had  received  a  lett^ 
from  General  Zaragoza,  in  which  he  threatened  the  safety  of  the  French  sick 
left  at  Orizaba  under  the  protection  of  the  convention  of  La  Soledad,  and  that 
in  view  of  such  facts  he  could  not  hesitate  about  marching  on  Orizaba  to  protect 
his  sick."  Here  we  have,  then,  in  the  first  place,  a  direct  declaration  that  in 
marching  from  Cordova  upon  Orizaba,  without  having  first  fallen  back  upon 
Paso  Ancho,  he  did  not  fulfil  the  obligations  contracted  by  the  plenipotentiarieB 
of  the  three  allied  powers ;  and  we  have  the  inference,  moreover,  tnat  he  fell 
short  of  such  obligations  under  the  impression  that  the  Mexican  government 
had  fallen  short  of  article  5  of  the  convention  of  La  Soledad,  which  provided 
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tkU,  ''in  case  of  hostilities  breaking  out,  the  hospitids  of  the  allies  will  remain 
under  the  protection  of  the  Mexican  nation." 

Nothing  is  more  easy  to  dispel  than  this  coarse  calumny  of  the  French. 
General  Zaragoza,  in  the  official  report  to  which  I  have  just  referred,  (No.  8  of 
the  documents  annexed,)  says  that,  besides  the  rumor  which  was  spreading  that 
the  French  would  not  fall  back  upon  Paso  Ancho,  as  they  had  proposed,  but 
that  from  Cordova  they  would  move  towards  the  interior  of  the  republic,  "  the 
report  was  very  strongly  current  that,  at  Orizaba,  it  was  under  discussion  to 
make  a  pronunciamento  against  the  government  of  the  republic  by  the  Mexican 
traitors,  who,  openly  protected  by  the  French  commissioners,  were  preparing 
themselves  to  carry  it  into  effect  as  soon  as  General  Prim  should  begin  his 
march,  which  act  of  sedition  would  serve  as  a  pretext  for  the  French  troops  to 
advance  in  support  of  the  movement  indicated ;  and  that  for  this  purpose,  and 
onder  pretext  of  sickness,  there  were  posted  at  the  convent  of  San  Josd  de 
Gracia,  in  Orizaba,  six  hundred  French  soldiers."  The  general  adds,  that  "  on 
his  arrival  at  Ingenio  he  had  opportunity  to  acquire  fuller  knowledge  of  the 
essentials  of  this  matter,  which  was  not  merely  through  private  letters,  but  that 
official  documents  existed,  upon  which  there  could  no  longer  be  any  hesitation 
in  giving  credit  to  the  earlier  advices."  "To  avoid  the  shameless  wrong  which 
was  in  course  of  preparation,  and  to  move  with  more  certainty,"  continues  Gen- 
eral Zaragoza,  ♦  *  ♦  «« j  addressed  myself  to  the  commander  of  the  French 
troops  that  they  should  withdraw  all  armed  guai'ds  from  the  hospital  which  they 
had  established  in  that  city,  (Orizaba,)  on  the  ground  that  their  sick  would  re- 
main under  the  protection  of  the  Mexican  army  and  authorities." 

In  these  last  words  the  whole  enigma  is  deciphered.  Where  are  the  threats 
against  the  safety  of  the  French  sick,  of  which  General  Lorencez  makes  a 
mmtl  There  is  nothing  but  a  just,  reasonable  remonstrance  against  the  per- 
manent continuance  of  the  French  garrison  at  the  hospital  of  Orizaba,  and  an 
express  recognition  of  the  fifth  stipulation  of  the  convention  of  La  Soledad, 
aceompanied  by  an  explicit  promise  to  fulfil  it  faithfully. 

Happily  for  the  greater  clearness  and  better  understanding  upon  this  point, 
in  which  the  honor  and  fair  fame  of  the  French  army  is  so  ill-guarded,  the  very 
text  is  in  existence  of  that  communication  which  General  Zaragoza  addressed 
to  the  commander  of  the  French  army  for  the  purpose  indicated,  (copy  No.  4  of 
those  annexed  to  document  No.  8,  mentioned  in  the  index  adjoined,')  and  which 
is  the  letter  of  which  mention  is  made  by  the  Count  Lorencez.  General  Zara- 
goza said  that,  "notwithstanding  the  French  commissioners  were  the  first  to 
break  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  as  a  mere  duty  to  humanity  he  permitted 
the  sick  of  the  army  of  that  power,  then  being  at  Orizaba,  to  remain  in  hospital; 
but  that  they  were  safe  under  the  protection  and  good  faith  of  the  Mexican 
anny,  and  that  there  was  no  occasion,  therefore,  that  they  should  be  guarded 
by  any  force  of  their  countrymen,  and  for  that  reason  he  hoped  that  the  general- 
iorchief  of  the  French  force  would  order  the  guard  to  be  withdrawn,  to  which 
reference  is  made." 

In  proof  that  this  communication  contained  no  threat  against  the  safety  of  the 
sick  of  the  French  army,  nor  any  violation  of  the  convention  of  La  Soledad,  I 
will  cite  the  fact  that  General  Lorencez  did  not  express  himself  as  offended  at 
the  time  of  receiving  it;  and  that  in  replying  to  it  on  the  19th  of  April,  (that  is 
to  say,  on  the  same  day  on  which  he  moved  from  Cordova  Upon  Orizaba,)  in- 
ttead  of  making  claim  of  -any  kind,  he  said  only  that  he  had  left  no  escort  at 
the  hospital  of  Orizaba,  and  that  if  some  sound  men  were  there,  they  were  only 
the  hospital  attendants  and  convalescents. — (Copy  No.  6  of  the  annexes  to  docu- 
ment No.  8,  mentioned  in  the  index  adjoined.) 

But  after  the  treachery  was  perpetrated — after  having  occupied  Orizaba  with- 
out having  first  fallen  back  upon  Paso  Ancho— a  pretext  was  sought  by  which 


74  PRESENT   CONDITION   OF     MEXICO. 

to  palliate  the  perfidy,  and  that  was  chosen,  perchance,  which  is  least  borne  cat 
by  the  facts. 

Here  do  not  stop  the  acts  of  prowess  by  which  the  armies  of  France  have 
distinguished  themselves  in  Mexico ;  which  appear  to  have  had  for  their  object 
to  render  France  and  its  government  highly  odious  throughout  that  republic.  A 
detachment  of  the  Mexican  army,  which  was  escorting  the  Countess  de  Bene 
on  her  journey  from  Orizaba  to  Vera  Cruz,  was  assailed  and  assaulted  by  the 
French  troops.  A  battalion  of  French  zouaves  attacked  a  reconnoitring  detach- 
ment of  the  Mexican  army,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Feliz  Dia«, 
and  took  nineteen  soldiers  prisoners.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Diaz,  who,  after  the 
skirmish,  went  to  make  reclamation  against  the  ill-timed  aggression  of  the 
French  when  as  yet  hostilities  had  not  broken  out  and  the  Mexicans  remained 
quietly  in  their  camps,  was  made  prisoner  by  the  French  forces,  and  only 
tnrough  the  interposition  of  the  Spanish  General  Milans  del  Bosch,  who  wit- 
nessed what  was  passing,  obtained  his  freedom. 

Meantime  the  French  forces  continue  protecting,  with  the  greatest  shameless- 
ness,  Almonte  and  the  traitors  who  are  laboring  in  concert  with  him  to  over- 
throw the  government  of  the  republic,  and  deliver  the  country  into  the  hands 
of  France.  They  have  given  life  to  pronunciamentos  in  favor  of  Almonte  at  the 
points  occupied  by  them.  In  Cordova  they  began  these  on  the  19th  of  April, 
and  continued  them  at  Orizaba  as  soon  as  that  town  was  occupied  by  the 
French. 

I  send  you,  under  No.  11,  a  copy  of  the  pronunciamento  of  Cordova,  and  I 
have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  resemblance  noticeable  between  the 
said  plan  and  that  put  in  circulation  by  Almonte  previously,  and  of  which  I 
sent  you  a  copy,  (No.  11,)  with  my  note  of  10th  of  May  aforesaid,  in  which  I 
spoke  to  you  of  the  complicity  of  the  French  forces  with  the  traitorous  schemes 
of  Almonte.  I  also  think  it  proper  to  have  it  noticed  that  such  pronunciamento 
was  a  mere  military  mutiny,  which  cannot  be  any  expression  of  the  will  of  the 
nation,  and  not  even  of  the  locality  in  which  it  occurred,  because  it  is  signed  by 
thirty-seven  persons  only,  of  whom  the  greater  number  are  military  rebels  and 
traitors ;  and  many  signatures  of  citizens  which  appear  in  the  act  are  forged, 
as  is  shown  by  the  communication  of  Don  Luis  Valdecilla,  Don  Pablo  Pastor, 
and  Don  Vicente  Quijano,  to  a  newspaper  of  Cordova,  of  which  communication 
I  send  you  copy,  numbered  12,  in  which  they  aver  it  to  be  utterly  false  that  they 
had  signed  such  document,  because,  although  they  say  they  were  invited  to 
meet  at  the  consistorial  houses  on  the  day  of  the  pronunciamento,  they  refused 
to  concur  because  the  authority  which  invited  them  was  not  legitimate.  This 
proof  of  self-respect  and  independence,  at  a  point  subjected  to  the  despotism  of 
French  bayonets,  will  not  be  the  only  one  nor  the  most  striking  the  French  will 
encounter  during  their  stay  in  the  Mexican  republic.  The  pronunciamento  of 
Orizaba  was  a  farce  identical  with  that  of  Cordova. 

Examining  attentively  and  in  detail  the  conduct  pureued  by  the  French  com- 
missioners, one  cannot  but  be  convinced  that  they  only  signed  the  conventions 
of  La  Soledad  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  which  their  stipulations 
gave  to  them,  in  liberating  their  forces  from  the  deadly  climate  of  Vera  Cmz, 
and  extending  their  sphere  of  action,  in  which  they  are  attempting  to  bring  into 
play  their  machinations  and  traitorous  intrigues  to  give  occasion  for  pronunci- 
amentos from  which  they  were  hoping  for  the  fall  of  the  constitutional  govern- 
ment of  Mexico,  but  without  having  had  on  their  part  the  slightest  intention  of 
fulfilling  the  obligations  which  they  had  contradled  with  the  republic  and  its  gov- 
ernment. This  would  of  itself  sufiice  to  demonstrate  the  bad  faith  with  which 
such  commissioners  have  acted  in  all  their  transactions  with  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment. 

The  fears,  then,  have  become  realized,  whatever  assurances  France  may  give 
to  the  contrary,  which  forecasting  Mexicans  conceived,  when  the  European  ex- 
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pedition  against  Mexico  was  organized,  that  the  ohject  of  it  would  not  be  what 
the  alliance  declared,  but  that  it  would  be  directed  to  the  subversion  of  the  re- 
publican form  of  government  existing  in  that  country,  and  in  substituting  for  it 
a  shadow  of  government  established  under  the  pressure  of  foreign  bayonets,  and 
which  would  be  the  blind  instrument  of  the  intruders,  by  means  of  which  they 
would  be  enabled  to  establish  monarchy  and  reduce  the  country  to  a  colonial 
condition.  The  last  developments  of  this  object  show  that  France  is  the  only 
power  which  seems  i-esolved  to  carry  out  that  plan  which  was  primitively 
conceived. 

I  cannot  believe,  even  for  a  moment,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
can  remain  indifferent  to  the  dangers  which  threaten  in  America  the  system 
of  republican  government,  and  that  she  can  be  an  impassible  spectator  of 
the  contest  in  which  is  involved  (I  say  this  without  fear  of  being  held  to  ex- 
aggerate) the  fiiture  fortune  of  the  continent,  and  whatever  can  be  of  most 
value  to  man  on  earth — its  independence,  its  freedom,  its  autonomy.  It  is  not 
pofleible  that  the  people  and  government  of  the  United  States  can  forget  the 
principles  bequeathed  to  them  by  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  their  Presi- 
dente,  James  Monroe,  who,  in  his  message  of  the  2d  of  December,  1823,  (page 
250,  vol.  5,  of  the  first  series  of  American  State  Papers,)  in  referring  to  the 
schemes  of  the  holy  alliance,  traced  the  following  lines,  which  seem  to  be  written 
for  the  present  occasion : 

"The  political  system  of  the  allied  powers  is  essentially  different  in  this 
respect  from  that  of  America.  This  difference  proceeds  from  that  which  exists 
in  their  governments ;  and  to  the  defence  of  our  own,  which  has  been  achieved 
by  the  loss  of  so  much  blood  and  treasure,  and  matured  by  the  wisdom  of  their 
most  enlightened  citizens,  and  under  which  we  have  enjoyed  the  most  unexam- 
pled felicity,  this  whole  nation  is  devoted.  We  owe  it,  therefore,  to  candor,  and 
to  the  amicable  relations  existing  between  the  United  States  and  those  powers, 
to  declare  that  we  should  consider  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  extend  their 
system  to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety. 
With  the  existing  colonies  or  dependencies  of  any  European  power  we  have 
not  interfered,  and  shall  not  interfere.  But,  with  the  governments  who  have 
declared  their  independence,  and  maintained  it,  and  whose  independence  we 
have  on  great  consideration  and  on  just  principles  acknowledged,  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  them,  or  controlling  in  any 
other  manner  their  destiny,  by  any  European  power,  in  any  other  light  than  as 
the  manifestation  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  towards  the  United  States." 

The  same  distinguished  statesman,  speaking  of  the  intervention  of  the  holy 
alliance  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  Spain,  makes  the  following  judicious  reflections, 
whose  aptitude  and  importance  increase  considerably  when  the  intervention  is 
not  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  a  European  power,  but  in  those  of  a  nation  on 
this  continent,  and  no  less  than  neighbor  of  the  United  States  : 

"  The  late  events  in  Spain  and  Portugal,"  says  he,  "  show  that  Europe  is  still 
unsettled.  Of  this  important  fact  no  stronger  proof  can  be  adduced  than  that 
the  allied  powers  should  have  thought  it  proper,  on  any  principle  satisfactory  to 
themselves,  to  have  interposed  by  force  in  the  internal  concerns  of  Spain.  To 
what  extent  such  interposition  may  be  carried,  on  the  same  principle,  is  a  ques- 
tion upon  which  all  independent  powers,  whose  governments  differ  from  theirs, 
•re  interested,  even  those  most  remote,  and  surely  none  more  so  than  the  United 
States."  Further  on  he  adds  :  "  It  is  impossible  that  the  allied  powers  should 
extend  their  political  system  t<f  any  portion  of  either  continent  without  endan- 
gering our  peace  and  happiness  ;  nor  can  any  one  believe  that  our  southern 
brethren,  if  left  to  themselves,  would  adopt  it  of  their  own  accord.  It  is  equally 
impoesible,  therefore,  that  we  should  behold  such  interposition,  in  any  form, 
with  indifference." 

ThiB  wise  and  forecasting  policy  was  not  only  pursued  by  the  administration 
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which  initiated  it,  but  is  destined  to  become  the  rule  of  conduct  of  all  nations 
which  compose  the  American  continents  when  they  have  sufficient  strength  to 
make  it  respected.  You  know,  sir,  that  the  administration  of  John  Quincy 
Adams,  one  of  the  purest,  most  patriotic,  and  most  enlightened  men  this  country 
has  produced,  adopted  it,  also,  as  the  rule  of  his  conduct.  In  the  instructions 
which  the  Secretary  of  State,  Henry  Clay,  on  the  25th  May,  1825,  gave  to  Mr. 
Poinsett,  the  first  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  that  the  United 
States  sent  to  Mexico,  on  setting  out  for  his  mission,  (page  909  of  the  volume 
before  cited,)  and  which  instructions  should  be  the  basis  of  the  future  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  is  found  this  remarkable  recommendation  :  "  You  will 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Mexican  government  the  message  of  the  late  President 
of  the  United  States  to  their  Congress,  of  2d  December,  1823,  asserting  certain  im- 
portant principles  of  intercontinental  law  in  the  relations  of  Europe  and  America." 
♦  ♦  *  The  other  principle  asserted  in  the  message  is,  that  whilst  we  do  not 
desire  to  interfere  in  Europe  with  the  political  system  of  the  allied  powers,  we 
should  regard  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety  any  attempt  on  their  part  to 
extend  their  system  to  anyjportion  of  this  hemisphere.  The  political  systems  of 
the  two  continents  are  essentially  different ;  each  has  an  exclusive  right  to  judge 
for  itself  what  is  best  suited  to  its  own  condition,  and  most  likely  to  promote  its 
happiness ;  but  neither  has  a  right  to  enforce  upon  the  other  the  establishment 
of  its  peculiar  system.  This  principle  was  declared  in  the  face  of  the  world  ^ 
a  moment  when  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  allied  powers  were 
entertaining  designs  inimical  to  the  freedom,  if  not  the  independence,  of  the  new 
governments.  There  is  ground  for  believing  that  the  declaration  of  it  had  con- 
siderable effect  in  preventing  the  maturity,  if  not  in  producing  the  abandonment, 
of  all  such  designs.  Both  principles  were  laid  down  after  much  and  anxious 
deliberation  on  the  part  of  the  late  administration.  The  President,  who  then 
formed  a  part  of  it,  continues  entirely  to  coincide  in  both,  and  you  will  urge 
upon  the  government  of  Mexico  the  utility  and  expediency  of  asserting  the  same 
principles  on  all  proper  occasions." 

In  the  same  message  (page  246  of  the  volume  above  quoted)  Mr.  Monroe  said, 
in  reference  to  the  negotiations  initiated  by  the  imperial  government  of  Russia 
with  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  for  establishing  the  boundaries  on  the 
northwest  coast  of  this  continent,  as  follows : 

"  In  the  discussion  to  which  this  interest  has  given  rise,  and  in  the  arrange- 
ments by  which  they  may  terminate,  the  occasion  has  been  judged  proper  for 
asserting  as  a  principle,  in  which  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States 
are  involved,  that  the  American  continents,  by  the  free  and  independent  condi- 
tion which  they  have  assumed  and  maintain,  are  henceforth  not  to  be  considered 
as  subjects  for  future  colonization  by  any  European  power." 

Mr.  Clay,  in  his  instructions  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  above  cited,  explains  these  prin- 
ciples in  the  following  terms  :  "  The  first  principle  asserted  in  that  message  is 
that  the  American  continents  are  not  henceforth  to  be  considered  as  subjects  for 
future  colonization  by  any  European  powers.  In  the  maintenance  of  that  prin- 
ciple all  the  independent  governments  of  America  have  an  interest,  but  that  of 
the  United  States  has  probably  the  least.  Whatever  foundation  may  have 
existed  three  centuries  ago,  or  even  at  a  later  period,  when  all  this  country  was 
under  European  subjection,  for  the  establishment  of  a  rule,  founded  on  priority 
of  discovery  and  occupation,  for  apportioning  among  the  powers  of  Europe  parts 
of  this  continent,  none  can  be  nowadmitted  as  applicable  to  its  present  condition. 
There  is  no  disposition  to  disturb  the  colonial  possessions,  as  they  may  now 
exist,  of  any  of  the  European  powers ;  but  it  is  against  the  establishment  of  new 
European  colonies  upon  this  continent  that  the  principle  is  directed.  The  coun- 
tries in  which  any  such  new  establishments  might  be  attempted  are  now  open 
to  the  enterprise  and  commerce  of  all  Americans,  and  the  justice  or  propriety 
cannot  be  recognized,  of  arbitrarily  limiting  and  circumscribing  that  enterprise 
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and  commerce  by  the  act  of  voluntarily  planting  a  new  colony,  without  the  con- 
sent of  America,  under  the  auspices  of  foreign  powers,  belonging  to  another  and 
a  distant  continent.  Europe  would  be  indignant  at  any  American  attempt  to 
plant  a  colony  on  any  part  of  her  shores,  and  her  justice  must  perceive,  in  the 
rule  contended  for,  only  perfect  reciprocity." 

The  force  of  these  important  considerations  increases  veir  considerably  when 
attention  is  turned  to  the  fact  that,  in  the  present  case,  tne  question  is  not  of 
establishing  a  colony  in  an  uninhabited  and  unknown  part  of  this  continent,  but 
that  nothing  less  is  intended  than  to  reduce  to  the  colonial  condition  a  state 
(civilized  nation)  which  occupies  a  prominent  position  among  those  which  com- 
pose the  American  continents. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  igc.j  ^, 


hdex  to  tlu  documents  which  the  Mexican  legation  at  Washington  transmits 
to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States,  annexed  to  the  note  of  this 
date,  on  the  conduct  of  the  French  in  Mexico. 


No. 

From  and  to  whom. 

Date. 

Contents. 

1862. 

Circular  of  General  Zaragoza,  regulating 
the  administration  of  authority  at  the 
places  occupied  by  the  allied  forces. 

Circular  transmitting  corrcspondcDce  on 
the  rupture  of  the  treaty  of  London 
and  convention  of  La  Soledad. 

Stating  that  they  thought  it  useless  to 
open  negotiations  at  Orizaba. 

Reply  to  the  foregoing. 

Protesting  against  treaties  to  be  made  by 

Mexico  with  foreign  powers. 
Reply  to  the  foregoing. 

Declaration  of  impartial  French  demo- 
crats resident  in  Mexico. 

Informs  him  that  the  French  occupied 
Orizaba  withont  first  falling  back  on 
Paso  Ancho,  with  7  copies  enclosed. 

Proclamation  of  General  Lorencez 

* 

General  I>obIado  to  the  gover- 
nors of  States. 

Messrs   Saliguy  and  Jurien  to 

Geoeral  Doblado. 
Mr.  Teran  to  Messrs.  Saligny 

and  Jurien. 
MesBrs.  Saligny  and  Jurien  to 

Mr  Doblado. 
Mr.  Teran  to  Messrs.  Saligny 

and  Jurien. 

April    12 

April    16 
April    20 
April    15 
April    20 
April    16 
April    22 

April    20 
April    26 

April    19 
April    24 

General   Zaragoza  to  General 
Hinojosa. 

10 

u 

Mr.  leran  to  the  governors  of 
^      States. 

1 

Circular  on  the  occupation  of  Orizaba  by 
the  French  army  without  having  fallen 
back  on  Paso  Ancho. 

Plan  of  pronunciamento  of  Cordova  in 
favor  of  Almonte. 

Protests  of  three  persons  whose  names 
appeared  as  signers  to  the  plan  of  Cor- 
dova, without  their  having  subscribed 
them. 

1 

i 

Wiffinraiov,  Jwu  2,  1862. 


BOMERO. 
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No.  1. 
ARMY  CORPS  OF  THE  EAST— GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 


The  allied  forces  absolutely  refrain  from  interference  with  the  internal  gov- 
ernment of  the  districts  in  which  they  are  about  to  establish  their  quarters ;  nor 
have  they  any  right  to  cause  any  annoyance,  insignificant  as  it  may  be,  to  the 
inhabitants. 

They  will  quarter  themselves  in  the  encampments  used  by  the  Mexican  army, 
and  in  the  public  buildings  there  may  be.  Beyond  this  nothing  else  is  to  be 
supplied  to  them  without  express  orders  from  these  headquarters,  they  being 
allowed,  on  their  own  account,  to  furnish  themselves  with  articles  necessary  for 
subsistence,  without  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  any  functionaries  of  the 
republic  to  afford  them  any  facilities  except  at  fair  prices.  The  inhabitants  are 
not  required  to  furnish  lodgings  to  the  commanders  and  other  officers,  unless  at 
their  free  choice  they  may  choose  to  do  so,  because  for  this  purpose  the  public 
buildings,  which  are  unoccupied,  are  intended;  and  if  beyond  these  other  local- 
ities should  be  necessary,  they  will  provide  them  at  their  own  cost. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  local  authorities  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  providing 
itself  with  means  of  transportation  or  other  things  which,  not  being  at  this 
time  of  absolute  necessity,  might  be  useful  to  them  afterwards,  if,  unfortunately, 
hostilities  should  break  out ;  and  they  will,  by  couriers,  give  information  at 
these  headquarters  of  whatever  may  occur  contrary  to  these  provisions,  taking 
care  to  keep  up  the  most  cordial  understanding  with  the  said  forces,  and 
addressing  themselves  to  their  leaders  with  all  courtesy  whenever  they  may 
have  any  complaint,  or  need  to  arrange  any  business  relating  to  these  in- 
structions. 

The  administration  of  the  post  office  business  will  continue,  as  now,  in  entire 
freedom,  and  following,  in  the  cases  which  may  happen,  its  respective  ordi- 
nances will  despatch  the  mails  which  may  be  asked  for,  first  requiring  payment 
of  the  expense. 

In  the  administration  of  justice  special  care  will  be  taken  to  inform  the  higher 
authorities  about  such  individuals  as  may  commit  some  misdemeanor  or  crime, 
that  they  may  be  punished,  by  applying  to  Mexicans  the  penalties  established 
by  laws  in  force ;  and  for  the  investigation  of  the  facts,  they  will  officially 
address  those  authorities,  that  they  may  take  the  measures  they  may  deem 
prudent,  and  give  intelligence  thereof  to  the  Mexican  authorities  for  the  conse- 
quent effects  of  the  issue.     ♦•••♦♦  • 

I.  ZARAGOZA. 

Washington,  June  2,  1862. 

A  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  2. 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

When  the  citizen  ministers  appointed  by  the  supreme  government  were  about 

to  set  off  for  Orizaba,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  the  negotiations  initiated  by  the 

preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  they  received  at  the  department  in  my  charge  two 

conmiunications  of  official  character  from  the  commissioner  of  the  allied  powers : 
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ODe  in  which  they  inform  them  that  for  the  fiiture  each  commissioner  will  act  in- 
depradently  of  the  others,  because  they  did  not  agree  among  themselves  abont 
the  mode  of  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  of  London ;  and  another,  in  which 
Messrs.  Jurien  and  Saligny,  representing  the  Emperor,  announce  that  the  French 
troops  will  return  to  Paso  Ancho  to  regain  their  freedom  of  action — that  is  to 
Mj,  to  commence  hostilities  against  the  troops  of  the  republic. 

Because  the  importance  of  these  documents  requires  it,  printed  copies  of  said 
communications  are  sent  to  you,  as  well  as  of  the  answer  given  to  them  by  the 
general  government. 

The  veil,  then,  is  cast  aside  which  concealed  the  French  policy,  and  Mexico 
DOW  knows  what  to  expect  from  those  who  came  here  offering  friendly  and  pa- 
cific intervention,  with  the  hidden  purpose  of  striking  down  her  independence 
and  her  liberty. 

The  commissioners  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  faithful  to  the  engagement* 
contracted  at  La  Soledad,  withdrew,  acting  with  a  prudence  and  rectitude  which 
testify  truly  that  their  intention  was  no  other  than  that  manifested  by  them  from 
the  time  of  their  coming — that  is,  to  contribute  to  the  pacification  of  Mexico,  and 
i5ecure  for  the  future  the  fulfilment  of  their  respective  treaties. 

The  constitutional  government  thoroughly  comprehends  the  magnanimity  and 
the  worthiness  of  this  conduct,  and  will  respond  to  it  by  distinguishing  those 
two  nations  by  testimonials  of  gratitude  and  good  will  which  will  draw  closer, 
and  in  lasting  manner,  the  older  ties  which  have  connected  them. 

The  French  commissioners,  lacking  even  a  pretext  for  failing  in  what  they 
promised  at  La  Soledad,  took  hold  of  a  renegade  Mexican,  and  degraded  their 
flag  by  protecting  the  traitor  beneath  it,  who  returns  to  his  country  betraying  it 
in  return  for  the  benefits  it  has  heaped  upon  him,  and  bringing  upon  it  a  foreign 
war — ^fre^h  fuel  to  kindle  again  the  civil  war  which  was  dying  out. 

It  u  fortunate  for  Mexico  that  the  question  has  taken  this  groimd,  and  that 
she  stands  face  to  face  with  so  glorious  a  situation.  The  Mexican  people  con- 
quered their  independence  without  foreign  aid,  and  have  left  a  history  of  its  in- 
enrrection  which  becomes  an  epic  through  the  sublime  deeds  of  patriotism  which 
illustrated  it. 

The  Mexican  people  conquered  reform  with  such  heroism  and  moderation  in 
the  day  of  its  triumph  as  to  have  merited  the  approbation  of  impartial  contem- 
poraries, and  without  other  aid  than  its  faith  in  the  ideas  of  the  age,  struck 
down  the  colosso-clerical  notions  respecting  religion,  marked  off  the  "thus  far** 
to  abuses,  and  elevated  its  teachings  by  liberating  it  from  the  golden  fetters 
which  linked  it  with  the  civil  power. 
The  Mexican  people,  which  have  in  a  few  years  achieved  two  such  great  acts, 
rj^  I  cannot  be  enslaved  by  any  nation  on  earth,  and  can  contend,  and  will  contend 
at  this  time,  as  in  others,  to  prove  that  she  has  life  enough  to  be  independent, 
intelligence  enough  to  be  progressive,  and  courage  to  defend  the  soil  on  which 
God  hafi  planted  them. 

France  is  the  nation  which  has  the  least  to  complain  of  against  Mexico.  Its 
debt  is  so  insignificant  that  it  scarcely  merits  the  name.  Its  subjects,  yearning 
for  organization  with  the  Mexicans,  are,  as  it  were,  our  brothers,  and  the  reform 
revolution  identified  them  with  us  by  assimilating  their  privations  and  their  in- 
terests with  ours.  Frenchmen,  liberal  and  intelligent,  are  titles  of  fraternity 
vith  liberal  Mexicans. 

How,  then,  can  the  banner  of  France  have  changed  its  stamps  of  liberty  and 
glory  for  those  of  retrogression,  treason,  and  disloyalty  ? 

The  Mexican  government  feels  itself  strong,  because  it  feels  that  it  is  just. 
It  bad  proceeded  in  its  course  of  negotiations  with  the  moderation  and  circum- 
:^  .*pection  which  all  the  world  has  seen ;  and,  although  its  principal  port  has  been 
rwi  occupied,  it  has  not  commenced  hostilities,  maintaining  in  its  firmness  of  atti- 
tude its  disposition  to  do  justice,  but  firmly  decided  not  to  allow  its  iude]jeiid- 
ence  and  sovereignty  to  be  uprooted. 
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For  this  purpose  the  proper  orders  have  already  been  given  to  the  general 
commanding  in  chief  the  army  of  the  east  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  French 
army,  and  act  in  accordance  with  the  plan  which  has  been  beforehand  agreed 
upon  to  repel  aggression ;  but  the  President  desires  me  to  impress  upon  you 
the  urgent  necessity  of  sending  forward,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  contingent 
called  for  from  your  State,  and  putting  the  national  guards  under  arms.  When 
a  foreign  war  is  in  question,  all  Mexicans,  without  exception,  are  soldiers,  and 
the  military  chest  is  the  property  of  all  and  each  of  the  sons  of  the  republic. 

The  supreme  government  commends  to  you,  upon  the  most  rigid  responsibility, 
the  fulfilment  of  the  decree  issued  to-day :  any  omission  on  your  part  being 
the  less  excusable,  because,  as  you  will  perceive,  ample  powers  are  given  to  you 
to  act  without  delay. 

The  publication  and  circulation  of  all  official  documents  is  recommended  to 
you,  which  bear  witness  to  the  use  the  executive  power  has  made  of  the  facul- 
ties conceded  to  it  by  the  legislative  authority,  that  the  whole  nation  may  be 
satisfied  that  the  cabinet,  although  reserved,  when  needful,  for  the  desirable  re- 
sult of  negotiations,  has  nothing  which  it  should  hide  from  the  knowledge  of 
its  constituents,  because  it  is  its  pride  to  have  saved  the  independence,  the  lib- 
erty, and  the  fair  fame  of  the  republic. 

Liberty  and  reform.     Mexico,  April  12,  1862. 

DOBLADO. 

The  Governor  of  the  State  of . 

Washington,  June  2,  1862. 
A  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  3. 

Cordova,  April  16,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  to  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  receipt  of 
the  collective  note,  without  date,  which  has  been  delivered  to  them  by  their 
colleagues,  the  representatives  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  ELing- 
dom  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  as  well  as  of  the  note,  also 
without  date,  which  has  been  addressed  to  them  particularly  and  directly  by 
Mr.  Doblado. 

If  the  undersigned  did  not  wish  to  avoid  useless  recriminations,  without 
dignity,  nothing  would  be  easier  than  to  establish  by  means  of  facts  that  it  is 
not  the  representatives  of  the  Emperor  who  have  endeavored,  under  a  puerile 
pretext,  to  elude  the  negotiations,  nor  that  they  have  come  to  Mexico  to  combat 
the  ideas  of  reform,  liberty,  or  national  independence ;  but  that  the  government 
is  the  one  who  has  destroyed,  with  its  own  hands,  the  preliminaries  of  La 
Soledad,  persisting  since  the  day  following  that  upon  Avhich  the  convention  was 
signed,  and  with  double  violence,  in  abandoning  itself  every  day  to  the  same 
culpable  Qcts  against  the  properties  and  persons  of  the  subjects  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  and  against  the  most  sacred  principles  of  the  rights  of  men,  that  they 
had  ended  by  obliging  the  allied  powers  to  exact  reparation  by  force. 

The  undersigned  are  sorry  to  add  that  other  facts,  entirely  recent,  such  as 
the  assassination  of  various  French  soldiei:s  on  the  road  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  even 
in  the  environs  of  Cordova,  furnish  a  new  proof  that  the  Mexican  government 
has  neither  the  will  nor  the  power  to  comply  with  the  obligations  imposed  upon 
all  civilized  governments. 

In  such  a  state  of  things  the  undersigned,  convinced  of  the  inutility  of  recur- 
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ring  for  a  longer  time  to  means  of  negotiations,  can  only  refer  to  their  note  of 
the  9th  of  April ;  and  they  avail  themselves  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  the 
mimster  of  foreign  relations  the  assurances  of  their  distinguished  consideration. 

A.  DE  SALIGNY. 

E.  JURIEN. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  op  Foreign  Relations,  Mexico, 

Washington,  June  2,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  4. 

The  undersigned,  in  charge  ad  interim  of  the  department  of  foreign  relations 
of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  note  which,  under 
date  of  the  16th  of  this  month,  the  commissioners  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
addressed  to  him  from  Cordova. 

The  president,  to  whom  I  made  report  on  the  said  note,  repels  the  insinuar 
tion  conveyed  by  it  that  he  had  failed  in  observance  of  the  preliminaries  of  La 
8oledad.  It  is  in  everv  respect  false  that  the  property  of  any  French  subject 
has  been  invaded ;  and  if  perchance  murders  have  been  committed  on  the  road 
from  Vera  CruE  to  Cordova,  that  is  to  say,  in  districts  occupied  by  the  allies, 
the  government  has  not  been  notified  of  them,  and  consequently  has  not  had  it 
m  its  power  to  prosecute  the  wrongdoers,  as  it  would  have  done  if  your  excel- 
lencies had  given  information  of  the  matter. 

To  day,  for  tlie  first  time,  are  these  offences  spoken  of,  and  he  gives  orders  to 
make  the  necessary  investigations. 

For  the  rest,  a  few  days  after  signing  the  preliminaries,  the  commissioners  gave 
protection  to  various  offenders  against  the  republic,  some  of  whom  came  from 
Earope,  others  were  at  Vera  Cru«,  fugitives  from  justice,  and  others  had  de- 
eertea  from  the  troops  in  rebellion,  in  which  they  were  serving,  to  go  and  aid  in 
consummating  the  overthrow  of  public  order,  as  appears  from  documents  exist- 
ing in  this  department.  These  very  offenders  have  scattered  themselves  through 
d^tricts  subject  to  the  government,  garrisoned  by  French  troops,  whose  com- 
manders interrupt  the  local  authorities  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  functions, 
which  were  the  subject  of  stipulation  in  the  preliminaries.  Other  French  com- 
manders have  gone  so  far  as  to  imprison  some  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  threat- 
ening to  shoot  them,  upon  unjust  and  frivolous  pretexts. 

If  these  facts,  and  the  failure  to  confer,  as  stipulated  in  the  preliminaries,  are 
Dot  infractions  of  them,  history  will  determine,  and  the  commissioners,  officers, 
and  troops  of  Spain  and  England,  under  whose  eyes  this  has  taken  place,  will 
give  their  testimony. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  proffer  to  the  commissioners  the  assurance 
of  his  high  consideration. 
Liberty  and  reform.     Mexico,  April  20, 1862. 

JESUS  TERAN. 
Thefar  Excellencies  the  Commissioners 

of  the  Emperor  of  the  French^  Cord&va. 

Washinqton,  June  2,  1862. 
A  copy* 

ROMERO. 
H.  Ex.  Doc  54 6 
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No.  5. 
Protett  against  the  treaty. 

The  undersigned,  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  Frencb, 
hare  been  informed  that  the  cabinet  of  Mexico  has  concluded  some  days  since, 
or  is  on  the  point  of  concluding  with  a  foreign  government,  a  treaty,  by  which 
it  win  sell,  yield,  transfer,  or  hypothecate  in  faror  of  this  a  considerable  portion 
of  lands,  properties,  or  rents  belonging  to  the  state,  in  exchange  for  a  loan  or 
advance  of  a  certain  sum  of  money. 

The  undersigned,  without  examining  the  greater  or  less  foundation  which  the 
rumors  spread  abroad  upon  this  subject  may  have,  think  it  their  duty  solemnlj 
to  protest,  as  they  do,  in  the  name  of  the  government  of  the  Emperor,  and  for 
the  interest  of  their  compatriots,  against  any  treaty  or  convention  whatever  which 
may  have  for  its  object,  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  to  sell,  yield,  transfer^  or  hypoth- 
ecate, in  favor  of  whomsoever  it  may  be,  all  or  any  part  of  the  Iknds,  prop- 
erties, or  rents  of  the  state,  in  order  to  form  of  these  same  lands,  properties,  and 
rents,  the  pledge  upon  which  rest  the  claims  held  by  France  against  Mexico. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  excellency 
the  minister  of  foreign  relations  the  assurances  of  their  distinguished  consid- 
eration. 

Cordova,  April  15,  1862. 

A.  DE  SALIGNY. 
E.  JURIEN. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  Mexico. 


No.  6, 

Tlie  undersigned,  charged  ad  interim  with  the  department  of  foreign  affairs 
of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the  honor  to  reply  to  the  note  of  their  excellencies 
the  commissioners  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  dated  Cordova, 
April  15. 

As  the  government  of  the  republic  does  not  recognize  the  right  of  the  com- 
missioners to  oppose  the  treaties  that  it  celebrates  with  any  power  respecting 
the  responsibilities  that  its  legitimate  debtors  have  contracted,  the  undersigned 
merely  satisfies  with  receiving  the  protest  against  all  treaties  that  3Iexico  has 
celebrated  or  may  celebrate  with  any  foreign  government  as  to  selling,  granting, 
ceding,  or  hypothecating  the  whole  or  part  of  the  territory,  estates,  or  rents  of 
the  nation.  The  undersigned  will  only  add,  by  order  of  the  president,  that  the 
protest  of  the  commissioners  will  not  prevent  him  from  ratifying  the  treaties  or 
conventions  to  which  it  refers,  providing  always  such  action  be  convenient  and 
within  his  jurisdiction,  by  using  in  suck  case  the  inherent  rights  pertaining  to 
the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  natron. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  express  to  the  commissioners  his  distin- 
guished consideration. 

Liberty  and  reform.     Mexico,  April  2G,  1862. 

JESUS  TERAX. 

Washington,  June  2,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 
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No.  7. 

Declaration  of  impartial  democra's  resident  in  M  x:co. 

The  news  of  the  rapture  of  the  convention  of  October,  signed  in  London,  has 
caused  us  an  astonishment,  a  surprise,  from  which  we  cannot  recover.  The 
readmg  of  the  official  documents  has  been  a  thunderbolt  to  us,  and  that  of  the 
note  of  the  French  commissioners  has  made  us  blush;  because,  in  truth,  the 
conduct  of  these  individuals  is  not  merely  odious,  not  merely  a  monstrous 
blunder,  but.  it  must  be  said,  it  is  an  infamy. 

In  every  question  of  this  kind  we  must  have  i-egard  to  two  things :  the  expe- 
diency and  tne  propriety. 

But  the  conduct  of  the  commissioners  of  France  is  contrary  to  the  interests 
of  France,  and,  beyond  all,  to  the  interests  of  Frenchmen  who  are  resident  in 
Mexico. 

Let  us  not  deceive  ourselves  about  this.  Two  influences  are  at  this  moment 
straggling  in  this  country:  the  old  influence  of  Spain,  hitherto  retrogressive, 
and  every  day  losing  ground,  and  the  French  influence.  The  party  of  the  clergy 
hts  attached  itself  to  the  former,  the  liberal  party  to  the  latter.  The  first  has 
been  forever  overcome;  and  we,  Frenchmen,  have  cheered  the  triumph  of  the 
second,  which  is  our  work.  For,  we  do  not  conceal  it,  if  the  great  body  of  the 
Mexican  nation  at  this  day  repel  reactionary  ideas,  it  is  owing  to  us.  We  have 
taught  them  the  great  principles  of  our  glorious  revolution,  which  they  are 
endeavoring  to  put  into  practice;  the  institutions  which  control  the  present  are 
due  to  us;  we  have  fonned,  fashioned,  exalted  the  present  social  condition  of 
Mexico.  Therefore  no  foreign  nation  is  so  esteemed  as  we  are,  none  enjoys  such 
sympathies,  such,  in  degree,  that  every  Mexican  believes  himself  under  obliga- 
tion to  teach  our  language  to  his  children,  and  that  we  are  everywhere  received 
«s  family  friends.  In  Mexico  the  name  of  Frenchman  and  that  of  the  man  of 
probity  and  intelligence  have  become  synonymous  terms  ;  such  is  the  truth. 

The  party  of  the  clergy,  who  know  their  interests,  certainly  do  not  look  upon 
us  kindly.     Let  us  recall  to  mind  the  numberless  vexations  of  which  we  have 
been  the  victims  through  them;  let  us  recall  the  scenes  of  carnage  and  desola- 
tion we  have  witnessed,  when  the  clergy  commenced  every  kind  of  misdeeds, 
crying  out,  "  Death  to  foreigners  \  death  to  the  heretical  French  ?  "     They  are, 
then,  our  friends  whom  we  are  going  to  combat;  our  enemies  whom  we  are 
f^ing  to  assist!     We  have  overcome  the  colonial  influence,  and  yet  they  are 
Frenchmen  who  would  have  us  now  sustain  it !     Is  not  the  conduct  of  the 
commissioners  an  odious,  monstrous  blunder? 
Let  OS  examine  into  the  logical  question,  the  question  of  right 
The  French  revolution  has  established  a  right  now  recognized  as  incontestable, 
the  right  of  nations  to  choose  the  government  which  they  may  believe  to  be 
adapted  to  them,  and  to  designate  the  persons  whom  they  would  place  at  the 
head  of  such  government.     The  empire  and  the  Napoleonic  dynasty  have  no 
other  reason,  no  other  law  of  existence  than  this  light.     Then  follows,  as  a 
corollary,  the  law  of  non-intervention,  which  France  has  lately  carried  into 
practice  in  Italy.     The  same  principle  has  been  proclaimed  aloud,  in  what 
relates  to  Mexico,  firstly  in  the  convention  of  London,  again  in  the  proclamation 
which  the  commissioners  of  the  allied  powers  addressed  to  the  Mexicans  from 
Vera  Crux,  and  lastly  in  the  preliminaries  signed  by  the  same  commissioners  at 
La  Soledad.     Whence  comes  it,  then,  that  it  is  misunderstood  at  this  time,  and 
that,  to  our  greater  confusion,  it  should  be  France,  France  alone  which  mis- 
onderstands  I 

Shall  it  be  said  to  us  that  France  in  nowise  misunderstands  the  principle, 
and,  moreover,  that  she  applies  it  in  Mexico  as  she  already  has  done  in  Italy  1 
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•*  The  existing  government  of  Mexico  is  the  representative  merely  of  a  fectioufi 
minority,  whicb,  even  under  the  eyes  of  Messieurs  the  commissioners  from 
France,  [it  would  seem  that  Messieurs  the  commissioners  from  the  other  powers 
must  be  blindj  have  not  feared  to  adopt  violent  measures,  with  the  purpose  of 
stifling  the  expression  of  the  wishes  of  the  country  and  the  real  public  opinion." 
"The  existing  Mexican  government  would  then  be  nothing  short  of  intrusive, 
and  hoped  thus,  but  in  vain,  to  change  the  judgment  of  Europe,  and  cause  it  to 
accept  the  triumph  of  an  oppressive  minority  as  the  sole  element  of  order  and 
of  reorganization  which  can  as  yet  be  found  in  Mexico.  The  imperial  commis- 
sioners remain,  then,  convinced  that  if  they  should  persevere  in  that  course 
which  the  desire  to  avoid  the  effusion  of  blood  has  induced  them  to  adopt,  they 
would  lay  themselves  open  to  misunderstand  the  intentions  of  their  government, 
to  become  involuntary  accomplices  to  that  moral  oppression  under  which  tlie 
great  maiority  of  the  Mexican  people  are  now  groaning." 

Two  things  have  struck  us  in  this  tirade:  the  first  is  the  assurance  of  the 
commissioners  in  assuming  to  speak  in  the  name  of  Europe,  when  France  alone 
enters  upon  a  course  in  which  Spain  and  England  would  not  follow  her,  and 
with  good  reason.  Let  us  say  it :  France,  the  nation  having  the  least  interest  in 
the  question,  alone  enters  upon  it.    What  does  that  say,  Messieurs  commissioners  ? 

Moreover,  all  that  the  commissioners  venture,  with  imperturbable  coolness,  to 
state  is  false  as  false  can  be,  and  well  does  Mr.  Saligny  know  this.  We  like  to 
believe  that  Mr.  Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re,  who  has  been  but  a  short  time  in  this 
country,  may  be  under  a  misapprehension  upon  this  point;  but  Mr.  Saligny  has 
been  in  a  position  to  know  what  was  passing,  to  know  what  is  from  what  is  not. 
He  must  tlierefore  know  that  what  he  there  states  w  not  true.  In  fact,  when 
the  commissioners  of  the  three  allied  powers  signed  the  preliminaries  at  La 
Soledad,  it  was  because  they  were  fully  convinced  that  the  existing  Mexican 
governraont  is  the  representative  of  the  will  of  the  great  majority  of  the  country; 
and  what  proves  that  they  still  hold  this  conviction  is  that  they  have  not  judged, 
fit  to  contradict  it.  It  has  been  reserved  to  the  commissioners  of  France  to  play 
such  a  6ne  game ! 

Certainly  we  can  give  assurance  on  our  part  that  President  Juarez  was 
elected  at  the  least  as  freely  as  the  Emperor  Napoleon  III;  that  his  election  has 
not  met  with  opposition,  nor  caused  any  to  be  victims,  of  which  the  Emperor 
could  not  bojvst.  It  is  then  proven  that  France— imperial  France  al^ne — has 
less  right  than  England  or  Spain  to  interpose,  in  arms,  in  the  Mexican  question. 

lift  us  now  examine  a  little  more  in  detail  the  curious  note  of  Messrs.  Jurien 
and  Saligny.  The  commissioners  begin  by  saying  that  they  cannot  consent  to 
send  Mr.  Almonte  away,  because  this  Mexican  general  had  not  only  been  ««- 
fhorized,  but  even  invited j  by  the  government  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  to  come 
to  ^lexico,  there  to  discharge  a  mission  of  peace,  for  which  his  honorable  ante- 
cedents had  so  well  fitted  him,  as  well  as  his  extreme  moderation  and  the  esteem 
which  he  enjoys,  as  well  in  his  own  country  as  elsewhere. 

With  the  kindest  good  will  in  the  world,  we  cannot  see  in  these  words  any- 
thing but  an  epigram  or  a  mystification.     Let  us  look  further  on. 

**  The  voice  of  a  man,  a  stranger  to  the  passions  of  parties,  and  clothed  with 
the  confidence  of  one  of  the  allied  governments,  had  the  right  to  be  heard ;  and 
that  France  had  already  sheltered  under  her  flag  many  proscribed  persons,  and 
that  there  is  no  example  that  her  protection,  having  been  once  accorded,  has  ever 
been  withdrawn  from  men  who  had  obtained  it." 

How  ?  Has  any  one  the  effrontery  to  say  that  General  Almonte  is  a  man,  a 
stranger  to  the  passions  of  party;  and  that  the  French  government  has  been 
able  to  consider  this  man  capable  of  di;?charging  a  mi;?*ion  of  peace ;  he — 
Almonte — the  signer  of  that  notorious  treaty — Mon- Almonte — which  handed 
over  Mexico,  bound  hands  and  feet  to  Spain  \  Spain  abandoned  this  man,  and 
"  *    France  who  takes  him  up. 
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Oh !  If  a  foreign  armed  force,  wLatever  the  pretext,  were  to  enter  France, 
openly  protecting  any  person  whom  the  Emperor  of  the  French  should,  with 
good  cause,  consider  dangerous  to  his  personal  tranquillity,  or  to  that  of  the  em- 
pire— the  Count  de  Paris  for  example — ^he  would,  at  least,  exact  that  such  per- 
sonage should  he  sent  away;  and  if  he  allowed  himself  to  conspire  openly,  he 
would  believe  himself  justified  henceforth  in  treating  as  enemies  those  who 
would  dare  to  give  him  protection.  That  the  French  flag  does  protect  proscribed 
persons  we  know  marvellously  well ;  but  that  it  should  protect  the  enemies  of  a 
friendly  government,  openly  conspiring  under  its  shield,  such  is  infamous ;  and 
the  expression  is  not  too  strong. 

This  is  what  we  find  difficmt  to  believe ;  this  is  what  we  fain  would  not  be- 
teve.  The  imperial  French  government  has  not  feared  to  expose  itself  to  a 
refusal  when  asking  from  that  of  England  the  sending  away  of  Ledru  Rollin, 
who  was  in  London ;  and  yet  fault  is  found  with  Mexico,  who  asks  the  sending 
away  of  Almonte,  who  is  in  Mexico,  and  openly  conspiring  against  the  estab- 
hshed  and  acknowledged  Mexican  government. 
Let  us  go  on. 

It  is  said,  textually,  in  the  note  which  engages  us :  *•  The  undersigned  have 
liad  to  regret  to  have  to  show  that  from  the  day  on  which  the  convention  of  La 
Soledad  was  concluded  fresh  vexations  had  happened  to  their  countrymen." 

We,  Frenchmen,  residing  in  Mexico— we  avow  that  we  have  had  no  news  of 
these  vexations;  also,  the  Mexican  government  in  its  reply  has  been  enabled  to 
saj;  "The  French  commissioners  have  had  the  liberty  and  the  opportunity  to 
remonstrate  against  any  wrong  whatever,  and  their  silence  raises  the  presumption 
that  nothing  had  arisen  which  could  give  cause  for  complaint."  This,  trans- 
lated into  the  vulgar  tongue,  would  mean,  "  You  have  lied  about  it."  To  give 
a  coloring  to  things  is  easy ;  but  when  they  must  be  upheld,  then  comes  an 
a£&ont  to  which  we  would  not  be  exposed,  as  sharers,  if  you  please. 

Again,  it  is  said:  "The  supreme  government  of  the  republic,  (you  acknowl- 
edge it,  therefore?)  without  being  willing  to  comprehend  all  the  advantages 
which  it  could  derive  on  this  occasion  from  a  more  prudent  and  moderate  con- 
duct, thought  it  had  nothing  better  to  do  for  the  consolidation  of  its  situation 
than  to  renew  those  proscriptive  edicts  which  so  sadly  recall  the  worst  days  of 
European  revolutions." 

This  is  Hebrew  to  us ;  for  all  that  we  know  about  these  cruel  edicts  of  pro- 
scription is  a  ^ill  and  entire  amnesty,  with  exception  of  a  dozen  or  more  of 
bandits  and  oMastint  that  the  government  was  under  the  necessity  of  subjecting 
to  auUaiDry^  and  could  not  admit  to  amnesty  without  compromising  its  dignity, 
and  becoming  the  laughing-stock  of  its  enemies ;  and  losing  its  consideration  in 
the  eyes  of  the  civilized  world,  certainlv  the  Mexican  government  must  have 
had  motives  for  not  comprehending  all  the  advantages  which  it  could  derive 
from  the  occasion,  and  the  commiesioners  of  England  and  of  Spain  must  also 
have  had  theirs,  for  not  comprehending  them  any  better. 

As  for  us,  what  we  comprehend  very  well  is  that  we  are  playing  an  ignoble 
part — the  part  of  the  wolf — and  that  we  desire  Mexico  should  take  that  of  the 
Lunb.  Tlus  is  not  the  part  we  would  have  France  to  play;  it  is  not  that  which 
we  have  seen  it  play  in  Greece,  in  the  Crimea,  in  Italy. 

Ihat  which  we  comprehend  only  too  well  is  that  French  influence  is  decreas- 
ing, and  Spanish  influence  increasing,  for  the  very  simple  reason  that  we  have 
taken  it  into  our  heads  to  act  upon  the  Spanish  policy,  and  that  Spain,  more 
sagacious  than  us  this  tune,  has  had  the  good  sense  to  act  upon  the  French 
policy.  That  consequently  the  sympathies  which  were  with  us  are  about  to  be 
withdrawn  from  us,  and  that  our  interests  are  suffering  from  this,  and  will,  for  a 
bug  time,  continue  to  suffer,  and  that  we  bear  the  blame  of  a  fault  which  we 
would  not  have  nad  conmiitted. 
What  we  wish  to  believe  is  that  the  government  of  the  Emperor  has  been 
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badly  advised;  that  without  this  it  would  not  have  embarked  in  this  affair,  fall 
of  perils,  which  involve  the  interests  of  France  and  may  endanger  the  peace  of 
the  world.  On  the  other  hand,  what  we  do  not  comprehend  is  that  the  soldiers 
of  Sebastopol,  of  Solferino,  and  of  Magenta,  come  to  the  aid  of  Almonte  and  the 
Padre  Miranda.  What  we  do  not  comprehend  is  that  the  empire,  bom  of  the 
revolution,  repudiates  its  origin  and  would  ipake  a  counter-revolution.  Place 
in  parallel  the  conduct  of  the  French  commissioners  with  that  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  England  and  of  Spain,  and  see  to  what  a  degree  we  are  abased.  Judge 
on  your  conscience!  Read  the  note  from  the  French  commissioners;  read  also 
the  reply  of  the  Mexican  government ;  read,  above  all,  that  this  government, 
representing  an  oppressive  minority,  as  Messrs.  Jurien  and  Saligny  say,  takes 
imder  its  protection  the  property  and  persons  of  foreigners,  and  even  of  the 
French,  and  remain  unmoved  if  you  can. 
Mexico,  April  1/5,  1862.     By 

IMPARTIAL  FRENCH  DEMOCRATS. 

Washington,  June  2,  1862. 
Test: 

ROMERO. 


No.  8. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  WAR  AND   NAVY — ARMY   CORPS   OF   THE   EAST— GENERAL-IN- 
CHIEF. 

Since  the  9th  instant,  when  the  treaty  of  London  was  broken  by  the  French 
commissioners,  the  rumor  began  to  spread  that  they  would  not  fall  back  upon 
Paso  Ancho,  as  they  had  promised,  but  that  from  Cordova  thev  would  move 
into  the  interior  of  the  republic.  I  doubted  whether  they  would  adopt  such  a 
proceeding,  and  took  means  therefore  to  inform  myself  as  soon  as  possible  about 
the  probabilities  of  such  an  act,  and  inclining  to  a  more  favorable  conclusion, 
founded  on  the  assurances  given  to  me  contradictory  of  such  rumor,  I  advanced 
on  the  road  to  Orizaba  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  the  points  agreed  upon  in 
the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  as  soon  as  the  iSpanisn  and  French  troops 
should  pass  by  them. 

I  began,  then,  my  march  from  San  Andres  Chalchicomnla  at  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  15th,  passing  the  night  at  the  defile  of  Ixtapa,  at  which 
point  I  found  a  brigade  of  the  division  of  Oaxaca.  I  ordered  its  commander, 
General  Perfirio  Diaz,  to  march  on  the  following  day,  the  16th,  and  take  posi- 
tion at  Ingenio,  where  I  also  arrived  the  same  day. 

Besides  the  rumor  already  referred  to,  the  report  was  very  prevalent  that  at 
Orizaba  it  was  proposed  to  make  a  pronunciamento  against  the  supreme  govern- 
ment by  some  reactionaries,  who,  openly  protected  by  the  French  commissioners, 
were  ready  to  act  upon  it  as  soon  as  the  Count  de  Reus  should  begin  his  march, 
which  act  of  sedition  would  serve  as  a  pretext  for  the  French  troops  to  advance 
in  support  of  the  movement  indicated,  and  that  with  this  puipose,  and  under 
pretext  of  sickness,  six  hundred  French  soldiers  had  posted  themselves  in  the 
convent  of  San  Josd  de  Gracia.  On  my  arrival  at  Ingenio  I  took  occasion  to 
acquire  further  information  on  the  subject ;  they  were  no  longer  private  letteiB, 
there  were  existing  official  evidence  that  a  party  of  French  troops  had  moved 
toward  Coscomatepec,  notifying  the  local  authority  to  refuse  all  aid  to  the 
constitutional  government  and  army,  as  is  proved  by  the  document,  copy  of 
which  is  subjoined.  No.  1.  I  had  before  me  the  seditious  call  made  by  Messrs. 
Saligny  and  Jurien  to  the  ill-disposed  Mexican  rebels  against  lawful  govern- 
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Bent,  as  proved  by  docninent  No.  2,  also  subjoined  in  copy.  I  could  not  hesi- 
tate, therefore,  to  believe  the  previous  advices,  and  at  once  ordered  that  General 
D'ai  should  watch  closely  the  state  of  the  people  of  Orizaba,  counteracting  the 
flcandalous  machinations  going  on.  To  act  with  greater  security,  I  addressed 
mjself  to  Count  de  Reus,  asking  when  he  would  evacuate  the  fort  of  Orizaba 
with  the  Spanish  troops  ;  and  also  to  the  French  commander-in-chief,  to  with- 
draw the  armed  escort  which  he  had  posted  at  the  hospital  in  that  city,  because 
the  sick  would  reniain  under  the  protection  of  the  army  and  authorities  of 
Mexico,  of  which  notes  and  the  respective  replies  I  transmit  copies,  marked  3, 
4, 5,  and  6. 

Confiding  in  the  honor  of  the  Count  de  Reus,  sure  almost  that  a  mutiny  would 
break  out  in  Orizaba,  and  aided  by  a  solemn  promise  that  the  French  troops 
would  move  away  from  Cordova,  I  directed  that  a  field  battery  and  a  half  of 
mountain  service  should  be  posted  at  Esca^mela,  ready  to  move  upon  Cordova 
and  £1  Chiquihuite  on  the  following  (20th)  day,  fixed  for  passing  those  points 
hj  tLe  Spanish  forces,  which  would  be  immediately  followed  by  the  French,  as 
was  promised  by  the  commissioners  of  that  power  at  the  close  of  their  note  of 
April  15,  addressed  to  the  supreme  government  of  the  republic. 

The  citizen  General  Diaz,  acting  with  the  prudence  of  a  soldier,  placed  his 
advance  in  El  Fortin,  an  intermediate  point  between  Cordova  and  Orizaba,  the 
French  that  were  there  withdrawing;  but  on  the  afternoon  of  tke  19th  the 
French  army  marched  from  the  last  place,  driving  in  the  advance  of  General 
Diaz,  and  occupying  on  the  day  following  the  fort  of  Orizaba,  which  I  had 
eraoiated  the  night  previous,  m  accordance  with  my  plan  of  operations. 

The  conduct  of  the  French  army  at  Cordova  ond  Orizaba  has  been  judged  of 
variously  by  different  persons  under  its  various  aspects ;  but  it  is  certain  that  it 
occupied  the  last  town  with  hostile  purpose,  and  that  it  persists  in  promoting 
and  aiding  with  arms  the  rebellion  of  the  ill-disposed  against  the  lawftd  govern- 
ment, as  may  be  understood  from  the  original  publication,  which  I  add,  marked 
No.  7,  and  which  the  traitor  Almonte  has  issued — infamous  instrument  of  the 
disgraceful  acts  now  witnessed  by  the  Mexican  people. 

War,  therefore,  has  begun,  and  doubtless  will  be  pursued  with  all  its  horrors, 
of  which  I  inform  the  citizen  minister  for  the  information  of  the  citizen  president. 

Liberty  and  reform. 

L  ZARAGOZA. 

The  Minister  of  War. 

Headquarters  of  Aculzixgo,  April  22,  1862. 


[Annexes  to  No.  8  of  Mr.  Komero.] 

No.  1. 

Depalehfrom  Talavera  to  the  commander-in-chit'J  of  the  anny  of  the  east, 

CosMOOATBPEC,  April  17,  1862. 

Army  of  the  East — ^Gbnbral-in-chief — ^Battalion  of  the  National 
Guard  of  Cordova  :  On  the  14th  of  the  present  month  I  received  a  communi- 
cation from  the  collector  of  rents  at  Cordova,  to  the  intent  that  he  had  received 
Dtders  to  procure  resources  for  the  forces  stationed  at  that  district.  On  the  same 
iaj  I  started  for  those  places  with  the  object  of  organizing  them ;  some  have 
ilreadj  united,  and  if  I  do  not  give  you  an  exact  account  of  them  it  is  because 
his  place  has  been  invaded  to-day  by  the  French,  which  was  the  cause  why  said 
breed  were  obliged  to  leave  immediately  for  different  points,  and  up  to  this 
ooment  I  have  not  any  reports.     The  French  have  returned  to  Cordova,  giving 
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orders  to  the  magistrate  not  to  give  any  aid  to  the  forces  of  the  supreme  govern- 
ment, as  any  one  that  shoidd  so  do  would  be  held  personally  responsible. 

I  ^^g  70U  will  do  me  the  favor  to  say  to  what  point  I  must  apply  for  arms, 
as  the  prefect  of  Cordoba  has  written  to  me  in  a  private  letter  that  they  are  to 
arrive  at  Huatusco. 

Liberty  and  independence. 

F.  TALAVERA, 
General-in-chief  of  the  Army  of  the  East,  Ixtapa, 

AcuLCiNGO,  April  22,  1862. 
This  is  a  copy. 

LAZARO  GARZA  AYALA,  Secretary. 


No.  2. 
Prodamatian  of  La  Graviere  and  Saligny  to  the  nation. 

Cordova,  April  16,  1862. 

Mexicans  :  We  have  not  come  here  with  the  object  of  taking  any  part  in 
your  discussions ;  we  have  come  to  put  a  stop  to  them.  What  we  wish  is  to 
call  upon  all  honest  men  to  aid  us  in  consolidating  good  order  and  in  regenera- 
ting your  beautiful  country.  In  proof  of  the  sincere  spirit  of  conciliation  with 
which  we  are  animated,  we  have,  in  the  first  place,  directed  ourselves  to  that 
same  government  against  which  we  have  motives  of  the  most  serious  complaints. 
We  have  asked  it  to  accept  our  aid  in  establishing  in  Mexico  a  state  of  things 
that  might  in  future  avoid  us  the  necessity  of  these  long  expeditions,  the  greatest 
inconvenience  of  which  is  the  suspension  of  commerce  and  the  cessation  of  those 
relations  which  are  as  advantageous  to  Europe  as  to  your  own  country.  The 
Mexican  government  has  answered  to  the  moderation  of  our  conduct  by  taking 
measures  to  which  we  never  could  have  given  our  approval,  and  which  the 
civilized  world  would  reproach  us  for  sanctioning  by  our  presence.  Between  it 
and  ourselves  war  is  now  declared.  But  we  do  not  confound  the  Mexican  people 
with  an  oppressive  and  violent  minority.  The  Mexicans  have  ever  had  a  right 
to  our  warmest  sympathies ;  it  remains  to  them  to  show  themselves  worthy  of 
them.  We  appeal  to  all  those  who  may  have  confidence  in  our  intervention,  no 
matter  to  what  party  they  may  have  belonged. 

No  enlightened  man  can  ever  believe  that  a  government,  bom  from  the 
suffrage  of  one  of  the  most  liberal  nations  of  Europe,  could  for  a  moment  have 
had  the  intention  of  restoring  in  a  foreign  country  ancient  abuses  and  institu- 
tions which  no  longer  appertain  to  the  age.  We  wish  equal  justice  for  all,  and 
we  wish  that  this  justice  should  not  be  imposed  by  the  force  of  our  arms.  The 
Mexican  people  must  be  the  first  instrument  of  their  own  salvation.  Our  only 
aim  is  to  inspire  the  honorable  and  pacific  portion  of  the  country — ^that  is  to  say, 
to  the  nine-tenths  of  the  population — with  the  courage  to  declare  their  free  will. 

If  the  Mexican  nation  remains  inert ;  if  she  does  not  comprehend  that  we 
offer  her  an  unexpected  occasion  to  escape  from  an  abyss ;  if  she  does  not  lend, 
by  her  efforts,  a  sentiment  and  a  practical  morality  to  our  support,  it  is  evident 
that  nothing  is  now  left;  us  to  do  but  to  occupy  ourselves  with  the  necessary  in- 
terests in  view  of  which  the  convention  of  London  was  concludedi  Let  all  men, 
80  long  divided  by  quarrels  without  an  object,  hasten  to  unite  with  us.  They 
hold  in  their  hands  the  destinies  of  Mexico.    The  French  flag  has  been  planted 
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upon  Mexican  goil,  and  that  flag  shall  not  retrocede.     Let  all  upright  men  hail 
it  as  a  friendly  banner ;  let  the  insensate  dare  to  attack  it ! 

E.  JURIEN, 
A.  D.  SALIGNT, 
The  Plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majesty  the 

Emperor  of  the  French,  in  Mexico^ 


No.  3. 
General  Prim  to  General  Zaragoza, 

UMY  OF  THE   EAST— GENERAL-IN-C|iIEF — BODY  OF   EXPEDITION  TO  MEXICO 

MAJOR  general's  STAFF — SECTION   THIRD. 

April  13,  1862. 

Excellent  Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  excellency's  communication  of 
yesterday,  in  which  you  inform  me  of  your  arrival  at  Ingenio,  and  in  which  you 
ttk  me  upon  what  day  the  forces  under  my  command  will  evacuate  this  city ; 
and  therefore  I  have  to  inform  your  excellency  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  19  th 
this  place  will  be  entirely  evacuated  by  our  troops  and  materiel. 

Grod  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

COUNT  DE  REUS. 

His  Excellency  Senor  Dn.  J.  Zaraooza. 

April  22,  1862. 
This  is  a  true  copy. 

LAZABO  GARZA  AYALA,  Secretary. 


1 


No.  4. 
General  Zaragoza  to  the  French  commander-in-chief. 

ARMY, OF  the   EAST — GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

General  Headquarters  at  Ingenio,  April  17,  1862. 

Although  the  French  commissioners  have  been  the  first  to  break  the  prelimi- 
naries of  peace  agreed  to  at  La  Soledad,  on  the  19th  February  last,  as  a  mere 
daty  of  humanity,  I  allow  the  sick  of  the  army  of  that  power  to  remain  in  the 
liospital ;  but  they  are  safe  under  the  protection  and  loyalty  8f  the  Mexican 
amy  ;  therefore  there  is  no  need  they  should  be  guarded  by  any  forces  of  their 
own  nation.  I  hope,  then,  that  his  excellency,  the  general-in-chief  of  the 
French  troops  residing  in  Cordova,  will  order  the  escort  to  which  I  refer  to 
retire  ;  protesting  to  him  the  assurances  of  my  personal  considertion. 

Liberty  and  reform. 

J.  ZARAGOZA. 

His  Excellency  the  General-in-Ghief 

of  the  French  army,  Cordoba, 

AcuLCiNUO,  April  22,  1862. 
This  is  a  true  copy. 

LAZARO  GARZA  AYALA,  Secretary. 
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No.  5. 
La  Graviere  to  the  commander  m-chief  of  the  army  of  the  east, 

Cordova,  AprU  17,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
has  the  honor  to  inform  the  general-in-chief  of  the  eastern  army  that,  in  virtue 
of  orders  received  from  his  Majesty  the  Emperor,  he  has  given  up  the  command 
of  the  expeditionary  body  to  General  Count  de  Lorencez,'who  remains  in  the 
exclusive  charge  of  the  military  operations.  Consequently  the  note  that  was 
brought  last  night  by  a  messenger  from  the  general-in-chief  of  the  eastern  army 
has  been  transmitted  to  that  general  officer. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  present  occasion  to  renew  to  the  general-in-chief  of  the 
eastern  army  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

E.  JURIEN. 

The  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  East. 

AcuLCiNGO,  April  22,  1862. 
This  is  a  copy. 

LAZARO  GARZA  AYALA,  Secretary, 


No.  6. 
General  Lorencez  to  General  Zaragoza. 

BODY  OF  EXPEDITION  TO  MEXICO,  CABINET  OF  THE  GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

Cordova,  April  19, 1862. 

In  answer  to  the  letter  that  Mr.  Zaragoza  has  written  to  the  French  plenipo- 
tentiaries under  date  of  April  18,  the  general-in-chief  of  the  expeditionary 
body  to  Mexico  affirms  that  no  guards  have  been  left  with  the  sick  in  Orizaba, 
nor  any  man  in  good  health,  unless  it  be  some  few  nurses  to  take  care  of  them. 

The  generalin-chief  of  the  French  expeditionary  body  begs  General  Zara- 
goza to  accept  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

GENERAL  COUNT  DE  LORENCEZ. 

AcuLCiNGO,  April  22, 1862. 
This  is  a  copy. 

LORENZO  GARZA  AYALA,  Secretary, 


No.  7. 

PROCLAMATION  OF  GENERAL  ALMONTE. 


General  Juan  N,  Almonte  t4)  all  Mexicans: 

Fellow-citizens  :  I  have  desired  for  some  days  to  address  myself  to  you, 
in  order  to  inform  you  of  the  object  of  my  coming  to  the  republic ;  but  the  fact 
of  the  existence  of  an  armistice,  and  that  of  finding  myself  under  the  protec- 
tion of  French  arms,  did  not  permit  mo  to  speak,  and  I  have  been  waiting  for 
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an  opportunity  to  do  so.  Now  that  the  representatives  of  France,  taking  upon 
tliemselves  the  whole  charge  of  the  situation,  manifest  the  true  wishes  of  the 
allied  governments,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  hreak  the  silence  which,  against  my 
will,  I  had  preserved,  and  which  gave  a  pretext  to  the  enemies  of  order  to  take 
advantage  of  it  by  publishing  apocryphal  proclamations. 

Upon  returning,  then,  to  the  bosom  of  my  country,  I  tell  you  that  I  come 
animated  by  no  other  sentiment  than  that  of  contributing  to  the  pacification  of 
the  republic  and  that  of  co-operating  in  the  establishment  of  a  national  govern- 
ment—one of  true  morality  and  order,  that  may  put  a  stop  forever  to  anarchy, 
and  tliat  may  give  sufficient  guarantees  to  life  and  property,  as  well  to  foreigners 
as  to  those  of  the  nation. 

A  stranger  to  the  bloody  struggle  which  for  so  many  years  has  lacerated  our 
beautiful  country,  scandalizing  the  whole  world  to  that  degree  as  to  call  forth 
the  serious  attention  of  the  great  eastern  powers  of  Europe,  my  efforts  will 
always  be  to  procure  the  reconciliation  of  our  brothers,  and  to  banish  from 
amongst  them  hatred  and  discord.  Fortunately,  in  order  to  attain  so  noble  an 
object,  I  have  neither  personal  revenge  to  gratify  nor  rewards  to  demand. 

Having  been  sufficiently  repaid  by  the  nation  for  the  services  which  it  was 
my  duty  to  lend  it  before  and  after  its  independence,  my  sole  desire  at  present 
is  to  offer  it  the  last  and  most  important  one  before  descending  into  the  sepul- 
chre, and  that  is,  to  secure  it  that  peace  which  it  has  been  so  long  in  want  of. 
On  the  other  hand,  having  reason  to  know,  as  I  do  know,  the  wishes  of  the 
allied  powers,  and  especially  those  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
which  are  no  others  than  to  see  the  establishment  in  our  unfortunate  country 
(and  by  ourselves)  of  a  firm  government  of  order  and  morality,  in  order  that 
the  pillage  and  vandalism  which  now  reign  in  every  part  of  the  republic  may 
disappear,  and  that  the  mercantile  world  may  profit  by  the  immense  advantages 
which  our  most  fruitful  country  offers  it,  by  the  native  riches  she  possesses,  and 
by  her  geographical  situation ;  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  hasten  to  it  to 
explain  to  you  these  good  intentions,  which  also  embrace  the  philanthropic  idea 
of  establishing  forever  the  independence,  nationality,  and  integrity  of  the  Mexi- 
ean  territory.  For  the  assuring,  then,  of  a  new  order  of  things,  you  should 
confide  in  the  efficacious  co-operation  of  France,  whose  illustrious  sovereign 
makes  his  beneficial  influence  felt  in  every  place  where  a  just  and  civilized  cause 
is  required. 

Mexicans,  if  my  honorable  antecedents,  if  my  services  rendered  to  my  coun- 
try, as  well  in  the  glorious  struggle  of  our  independence  as  in  the  direction  of 
her  policy  in  the  epochs  in  which  I  have  formed  part  of  her  cabinet,  and  repre- 
eeoted  the  nation  in  foreign  lands — if  all  this,  I  repeat,  make  me  worthy  of  your 
confidence,  unite  your  efforts  to  mine,  and  be  assured  that  very  soon  we  will  see 
the  establishment  of  a  government  such  as  suits  our  character,  necessities,  and 
religious  belief. 

This  is  the  assurance  of  your  best  friend  and  fellow-citizen. 

JUAN  N.  ALMONTE. 

CoBDOVA,  April  16, 1862. 


No.  9. 

Mexicans  :  Notwithstanding  the  assassination  of  my  soldiers,  and  the  procla- 
mation of  the  government  of  Juarez  exciting  those  attacks,  I  desire  faithftilly  to 
fulfil  to  the  last  moment  the  obligations  contracted  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  three  allied  powers.  But  I  have  received  a  letter  from  General  Zaragoza, 
in  which  the  safety  of  my  sick,  left  in  Orizava  under  the  protection  of  the  con- 
Tcntious,  is  shamefully  threatened.    In  the  face  of  such  acts  there  could  he  no 
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vascillation.     I  liad  to  march  upon  Orizava  to  protect  mj  sick,  threatened  by  bo 
vile  a  proceeding. 

This  is  no  reason  why  the  Mexican  nation  should  be  disquieted,  because  war 
has  only  been  declared  against  a  wicked  government  which  has  committed  un- 
heard-of outrages  against  my  countrymen,  for  which,  believe  me,  I  well  know 
how  to  obtain  due  reparation. 

COUNT  LORENCEZ, 
Gencral-in-chief  of  the  French  forca  in  Mexico. 
Orizava,  April  20,  1862. 

Washington,  June  2,  1862. 
True  copy. 

ROMERO. 


By 

of  the 


No.  10. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  AND  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

Circular, 

By  the  important  printed  documents  which  I  send,  you  will  inform  yourself 
^e  latest  communications  had  between  the  government  and  the  French  com- 
missioners, as  well  as  of  the  almost  incredible  fact  that  the  French  army  has 
seized  upon  Orizaba  without  falling  back  to  Paso  Ancho. 

You  will  remember  that  in  the  preliminaries  signed  at  La  Soledad  were  the 
following  articles : 

3d.  During  the  negotiations  the  forces  of  the  allied  powers  will  occupy  the 
three  towns  of  Cordova,  Orizaba,  and  Tehuacan,  with  their  proper  radii/ 

4th.  In  order  that  even  remotely  it  may  not  be  credited  that  the  allies  have 
concluded  these  preliminaries  for  obtaining  passage  by  the  fortified  positions  gai^ 
risoned  by  Mexican  troops,  it  is  stipulated  that  in  the  unfortunate  event  of  the 
breaking  off  the  negotiations  the  troops  of  the  allies  will  move  away  from  the 
aforesaid  positions,  and  will  return  and  post  themselves  in  the  line  which  is  in 
front  of  those  fortifications  on  the  direction  of  Vera  Cruz,  designating  as  princi- 
pal exterior  posts  Paso  Ancho,  on  the  road  from  Cordova,  and  Paso  de  Ovejas, 
on  that  from  Jalapa. 

5th.  In  the  unfortunate  case  of  a  breaking  up  of  the  negotiations,  and  with- 
drawal of  the  allied  troops  to  the  line  indicated  in  the  preceding  article,  the  hos- 
pitals which  the  allies  may  have  will  continue  under  the  protection  of  the  Mexi- 
can nation. 

And  in  the  note  which  the  commissioners  of  the  three  allied  powers  addressed 
to  the  government  on  the  9th  instant  it  was  said : 

"The  French  army  will  concentrate  itself  at  Paso  Ancho  as  soon  as  the 
Spanish  troops  shall  have  passed  that  position ;  that  is  to  say,  probably  about 
the  20th  of  April,  beginning  at  once  its  operations." 

You  see  that  the  obligation  of  the  French  army  to  fall  back  on  Paso  Ancho 
before  commencing  hostilities  could  not  be  more  explicit  or  solemn — an  obliga- 
tion without  which  it  would  not  have  been  allowed  to  pass  that  point  and  post 
itself  beyond  our  fortified  positions.  But  dishonoring  its  word,  trampling  upon 
the  laws  of  war,  overleaping  all  that  is  most  sacred  with  individuals  and  with 
nations,  not  only  has  it  not  fallen  back,  but  has  actually  thrown  itseirupon  Ori- 
zaba, driving  back  our  advance  without  any  previous  declaration  of  war. 

As  soon  as  the  commissioners  advised  ua  that  the  coalition  was  dissolved,  it 
was  announced  to  the  government  that  the  French  would  not  return  to  Paso 
Ancho,  and  were  already  seeking  pretexts  to  evade  their  obligations ;  but  the 
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gorenunent  undervalued  those  advices,  because  it  was  impossible  to  believe  that 
a  French  army  would  cast  such  a  stain  upon  its  honor,  and  give  such  an  exam- 
ple of  cowardly  baseness — for  the  ignoble  act  can  bear  no  other  name — as  to 
retain  the  positionB  of  the  adversary  through  perfidy  instead  of  taking  them  by 
force. 

This  atrocious  treason,  which  will  shame  and  will  fill  the  French  people  and 
its  gi»vemment  with  indignation,  obliges  that  of  the  republic  to  address  you,  that 
you  may  know  in  your  state  the  kind  of  enemy  which  has  rushed  upon  the 
republic  without  a  declaration  of  war,  without  making  known  its  complaints,  nor 
even  stating  its  pretensions,  and^hat,  in  consequence,  all  citizens  should  redouble 
their  efforts  to  assure  triumph  in  war — ^the  cruel  war  he  is  making  upon  us. 

Liberty  and  reform.     Mexico,  April  26,  1862. 

TERAN. 

The  Governor  of  the  State  of . 

Washington,  June  2,  1862. 
Teat: 

ROMERO. 


No.  11. 

At  the  city  of  Cordova,  en  the  19th  day  of  the  month  of  April,  1862,  the 
duefiB,  officers,  and  citizens  who  sign  this  act  being  assembled — having  in  view 
the  proclamations  just  now  published  by  the  general  commanding-in-chief  the 
Frenct  troops,  and  the  meritorious  General  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte,  by  which  it 
appears  that  the  independence  of  our  beloved  country  runs  no  risk,  as  the  ene- 
mies of  order  have  sought  to  make  us  believe,  but  rather  that  it  is  secured  by  the 
co-operation  of  the  French  troops,  which  alike  promote  the  establishment  of  a 
^vemment  of  order  as  of  morality — resolved  to  adopt  the  following  political 
programme : 

li»t  The  authority  of  the  titular  president  of  the  republic,  Don  Benito  Juarez, 
is  disavowed. 

2d.  General  Don  Juan  Almonte  is  acknowledged  as  the  supreme  chief  thereof, 
and  of  the  forces  which  give  their  adhesion  to  this  plan. 

3d.  The  said  general  continues  amply  empowered  to  enter  into  any  future 
agreement  with  the  commanders  of  the  foreign  troops  which  are  now  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  republic,  and  to  convoke  a  national  assembly,  which,  taking  into 
consideration  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  country,  may  determine  upon  the 
form  of  government  to  be  most  convenient  to  be  established  in  it  to  eradicate 
anarchy  and  secure  to  Mexicans  the  peace  and  order  so  long  hoped  for,  in  order 
to  remedy  the  enormous  losses  they  have  suffered  during  the  civil  war  which, 
during  so  many  years,  has  been  destroying  the  entire  republic. 

4th.  This  act  shall  be  communicated  to  the  general,  Don  Juan  N,  Almonte, 
and  will  prove  to  him  at  the  same  time  the  entire  confidence  entertained  by  the 
subscribers  hereto,  that  on  so  solemn  an  occasion  he  will  not  refuse  his  services 
to  his  country,  which  more  than  ever  has  urgent  need  for  them. 

General  Antonio  Taboado,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jose  Maria  Martinez,  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Antonio  V.  Bonilla,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bias  Romano  Ginetan,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Rafael  Gonzalez,  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  Gordillo  e  Ibanez,  &c., 
to  37  signatures. 

Washington,  January  2,  1862. 
Test: 

ROMETJLO. 
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No.  12. 

To  the  editors  of  the  "  Verdadero  Eco  de  Europa  :" 

Gentlemkn  :  In  the  fii-st  number  of  your  paper  appears  an  act  of  declaration 
of  this  city,  made  on  the  19th  mstant,  in  which  are  the  signatures  of  the  under- 
signed without  our  having  authorized  them.  Although  we  were  called  to  the 
Casas  Consistoriales  on  that  day,  we  did  not  attend,  because  the  authority  which 
cited  us  was  unknown  to  us,  and  as  in  the  public  places  appeared  a  manifesto 
stating  that  the  city  was  under  the  French  safeguard.  Nor  is  admissible  the  idea 
that  we  have  lent  our  signatures  to  an  act  which  implies  a  participation  or  con- 
nivance in  affairs  which  are  unknown  to  us.  We  therefore  deem  it  advisable  to 
our  reputation  to  manifest  that  it  is  false  that  we  signed  the  referred-to  act, 
retaining  our  right  to  sue  under  the  law  whoever,  abusing  our  names,  causes  us 
to  appear  as  "  members  of  the  party." 

LUIS  VALDECILLA. 

PABLO  PASTOR. 

VICENTE  QUIJANO. 


Cordova,  April  24  de  1861. 
A  true  copy. 


Washington,  June  2,  1862. 
ROMERO. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TraDslation.] 


Mexican  Legation  i\  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  June  8,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  So  many  are  the  proofs  which  I  daily  receive  that  the  in- 
tentions of  France  with  respect  to  Mexico  are  not  those  that  her  government 
has,  as  repeatedly  as  hypocritically,  declared  them  to  be  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  but  consist  in  subverting  the  republican  political  system  which 
exists  in  that  country,  and  in  establishing  a  monarchy  which  may  convert  Mexico 
into  a  satellite  of  France,  or  reduce  it  at  once  to  the  condition  of  a  French  col- 
ony, in  the  manner  stated  in  my  notes  to  you  of  the  10th  and  18th  of  May,  just 
past,  and  of  the  2d  instant,  that  I  have  a  real  difficulty  in  my  communications 
with  your  department,  not  in  finding  such  proofs,  in  order  to  present  them  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  that  it  may  know  the  true  ob- 
jects of  France,  but  in  ascertaining  which  of  them  I  should  reject. 

A  letter  from  General  Prim,  commander-in-chief  of  the  Spanish  forces  in 
Mexico,  written  at  Orizaba  on  the  14th  of  April  last,  and  addressed  to  a  friend  of 
his  residing  in  London,  and  which  has  been  published  in  an  English  newspaper, 
has  lately  reached  my  hands.  Although  there  was  scarcely  a  doubt  ad  to  the 
authenticity  of  this  document,  I  did  not  wish  to  call  attention  to  it  until  fully 
satisfied  that  it  was  not  fictitious.  During  the  stay  of  General  Prim  in  this  city 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  learning,  in  a  way  beyond  doubt,  that  the  letter  referred 
to  was  authentic. 

The  representative  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  in  Mexico  and  general-in-chief  of 
the  Spanish  army  in  that  republic,  doubtless  the  person  who  has  most  reason  to 
know  what  has  passed  between  the  European  allies  in  Mexico,  and  to  under- 
stand the  most  cunning  plans  of  France,  asserts  in  said  letter,  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  in  English,  the  following  facts : 
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Ist.  "  That  the  triple  alliance  no  longer  exists,  on  account  of  the  French  hav- 
ing broken  the  treaty  of  London,  which  at  first  they  thought  sufficient  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  their  enterprise,  but  which  subsequently  they  found  insufficient, 
and,  without  stopping  at  their  stipulations,  they  hesitated  not  to  violate  them  in 
order  to  obtain  their  ends,  although  they  call  this  violation  the  true  interpreta- 
turn  of  the  treaty. 

2d.  •*  That  the  soldiers  of  the  Emperor  remain  in  Mexico  to  establish  a  throne 
for  the  Archduke  Maximilian,  while  those  ol"  Spain  and  England  withdraw,  in 
order  not  to  authorize  by  their  presence  so  great  an  outrage  on  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people. 

3d.  "  Tliat  the  pretext  of  which  the  French  commissioners  availed  themselves 
to  break  the  treaty  of  London  and  villanously  violate  the  convention  of  Soledad, 
was  the  protection  which  they  insisted  on  granting  to  Almonte  and  the  rest  of 
the  Mexican  emigrants  who  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz,  declaring  openly  that  they 
went  with  a  fixed  plan  for  destroying  the  republic  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 
monarchy  in  favor  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian." 

The  truth  of  these  assertions  of  fact  is  further  corroborated,  and  receives  still 
greater  strength  when  it  is  considered  that  the  Spanish  government — which,  of 
the  three  allies,  is  unquestionably  the  one  which  had  the  greatest  political  inter- 
est in  Mexico,  and  whose  pecuniary  interest  is  only  less  than  that  of  Great 
Britain — has  entirely  approved  of  the  conduct  of  General  Prim,  which  was 
based  on  the  assertions  of  fact  referred  to,  and  of  the  truth  of  which  the  gov- 
ernment of  her  Catholic  Majesty  must  have  been  satisfied  before  yielding  its 
sanction  to  a  policy  that  diverges  so  completely  from  that  followed  by  another 
of  the  allies  with  whom  it  is  Spain's  interest  to  preserve  the  best  relations  and 
the  greatest  harmony,  on  account  of  vicinity  and  for  other  reasons. 

To  these  powerfid  considerations  must  be  added  the  no  less  important  one,  that 
the  English  commissioners  acted,  for  the  same  reasons,  in  absolute  conformity 
with  Greneral  Prim,  and  that  their  conduct  has  also  been  approved  without  reser- 
ration  by  the  British  government. 

During  the  short  stay  of  General  Prim  in  this  city  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
learning  the  particulars  of  unexampled  atrocities  and  of  outrages  so  unheard  of, 
committed  by  the  French  in  Mexico,  that  I  am  sure  they  will  horrify  the  world 
when  they  come  to  light.  I  abstain  from  relating  them  here,  because,  as  I  un- 
derstand, the  whole  will  be  published  at  Madrid  very  shortly,  and  then  I  shall 
be  able  to  present  them  to  you,  for  the  knowledge  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  in  a  more  detailed  and  authentic  manner. 

To  the  government  of  the  United  States  it  now  belongs  to  decide  whether  the 
assurances  which  France  has  given  to  it,  that  she  was  not  going  to  Mexico  with 
any  design  of  establishing  a  monarchy  or  of  meddling  with  the  internal  affairs 
of  the  country — assurances  which  the  facts  have  demonstrated  to  have  been 
given  with  the  deliberate  intention  of  deceiving  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  subsequent  events  have  given  the  lie  to — are  sufficient  cause, 
not  only  for  asking  from  her  new  explanations  in  regard  to  the  Vourse  which  she 
i^  following  in  Mexico — ^because  certainly  she  would  respond  by  giving  the  same 
assurances — ^but  for  declaring  at  once  whether  it  must,  as  I  suppose  it  will,  vin- 
dicate the  doctines  and  traditions  of  this  country  which  have  been  bequeathed 
to  it  by  the  wisest  of  statesmen,  in  doing  which  it  will  only  be  attending  to  its 
own  safety  and  defending  its  own  interests. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc.,  i^.,  h^. 
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Letter  from  General  Prim. 

Orizaba,  April  14,  X862. 

Inflexible  destiny  is  stronger  than  the  will  of  man.  Could  I  have  doubted 
it,  what  has  occurred  here  would  have  convinced  me.  The  triple  alliance  no 
longer  exists.  The  soldiers  of  the  Emperor  remain  in  this  country  to  establish 
a  throne  for  the  Archduke  Maxmilian — what  madness ! — ^while  the  soldiers  of 
England  and  Spain  withdraw  from  the  Mexican  soil. 

You  who  are  aware  of  the  attachment  I  have  for  the  Emperor,  and  the  truly 
fraternal  esteem  in  which  I  hold  the  brave  French  and  all  tnat  relates  to  them, 
will  readily  comprehend  the  bitterness  of  my  soid  when  I  am  obliged  to  quit 
the  battle-field  and  to  separate  myself  from  my  comrades,  when  the  finest  dream 
of  my  life  was  to  combat  for  the  same  cause  as  the  French  and  on  the  same 
ground. 

But  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  remain  without  forgetting  altogether  what  I 
am,  and  what  I  owe  to  my  Queen  and  my  country.  The  truth,  after  all,  is, 
that  the  commissioners  of  the  Emperor  have  departed  entirely  from  the  conven- 
tion of  London,  with  the  determination  of  acting  on  their  own  account  only. 
The  pretext  was  the  protection  which  they  insisted  on  extending  to  Mexican 
emigrants,  Almonte  and  the  rest,  who  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz,  avowing  that  they 
came  with  the  fixed  plan  of  destroying  the  republic  in  order  to  create  a 
monarchy  in  favor  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian.  Since  then,  in  the  conference 
of  the  10th,  five  days  before  the  negotiation  with  the  Mexican  government,  M. 
De  Saligny  declared  that  he  would  no  longer  treat  with  the  government  of 
Juarez. 

In  the  last  proces  verbal  all  is  clearly  expressed,  clearly  established,  in  ex- 
tensOf  as  the  diplomatists  say,  and  that  document  alone  will  suffice  for  public 
opinion  to  determine  who  is  right  and  who  is  wrong. 

As  to  myself,  (a  Spaniard,)  you  will  readily  understand  that  I  could  not  sup- 
port this  radical  change  of  the  political  system  of  this  country,  if  a  prince  of 
the  Austrian  monarchy  was  to  be  imposed  on  it. 

The  allies  came  here  bound  by  the  convention  of  London,  and  we  could  not 
depart  from  it  without  placing  ourselves  in  the  wrong.     I  withdraw,  then,  with 
my  troops  and  go  to  Havana,  to  await  the  orders  of  my  government. 
Yours,  4rc., 

PRIM. 

Washington,  June  8,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 


Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  June  18,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  As  additional  proofs  that  France  has  not  proposed  to  her- 
self, by  the  expedition  which  she  organized  against  Meiico,  the  objects  which 
she  declared  to  the  civilized  world  generally,  in  the  convention  of  London  of 
the  81st  of  October  last,  and  to  the  United  States  in  particular,  in  the  explana- 
tions which  it  has  upon  so  many  repeated  occasions  given  to  its  government 
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upon  the  same  subject,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  letter 
from  Greneral  Prim,  the  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  in  Mexico,  and 
reneral-in-chief  of  the  Spanish  forces  in  that  republic,  addressed  to  his  Majesty 
Jie  Emperor  of  the  French,  on  the  17th  of  March  last,  and  of  the  protocol  of 
he  conference  which  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  three  allied  powers  celebrated 
t  Orizaba  on  the  9th  of  April  following,  and  in  which  they  declared  that  they 
oald  not  agree  upon  the  interpretation  which  should  be  given  to  the  treaty  of 
iondon. 

I  am  satisfied  of  the  authenticity  of  both  these  documents.  That  of  the  first 
ras  vouched  for  to  me  by  Geneml  Prim  himself,  the  author  of  the  letter,  on  the 
ame  day  on  which  she  sailed  from  New  York  for  Europe.  The  second  has  been 
iken  from  the  official  documents  which  the  government  of  Great  Britain  has 
ttst  presented  to  Parliament  upon  the  affairs  of  Mexico.  It  is,  furthermore, 
ceompanied  by  the  note  of  Sir  Charles  Lennox  Wyke,  the  British  minister  in 
lexico,  transmitting  it,  and  by  the  reply  of  Lord  Russell. 

The  considerations  which  are  brought  to  light  by  documents  of  so  much  im- 
lortance,  and  the  facts  which  they  reveal,  are  of  such  magnitude  and  transcen- 
lency,  that  whatever  commentary  I  might  make  respecting  them  would  produce 
K)  other  effect  than  that  of  weakening  the  force  with  which  these  facts  present 
hemselves,  referred  to,  as  they  are,  in  the  aforesaid  documents  with  all  the  sim- 
)licity  and  clearness  which  could  be  desired. 

I  confine  myself,  for  the  same  reason,  to  submitting  them,  without  remarks  of 
my  kind,  to  the  enlightened  consideration  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  give  them  the  claim  to  notice  which  they  merit. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Sfc.,  ^. 


No.  1. 

Orizaba,  March  17,  1862. 

Sirs  :  Your  Imperial  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  address  me  an  autograph 
letter,  which,  from  the  kind  expressions  it  contains  in  regard  to  me  personally, 
rill  be  a  badge  of  honor  for  my  posterity.  Great,  indeed,  were  my  desires, 
commanding  a  corps  of  Spanish  troops  and  battling  for  the  same  cause,  to  march 
n  line  with  your  Majesty's- forces,  since  I  was  encouraged  by  the  well-founded 
iope  that  the  soldiers  of  Castile  are  worthy  of  fighting  by  the  side  of  the  soldiers 
rf  France,  though  these  enjoy  the  well-earned  reputation  of  being  bravest  among 
he  brave.  But,  sire,  I  coula  have  wished  another  battle-field  and  other  enemies 
0  encounter ;  since  here,  fighting  against  Mexican  troops  and  bodies  of  national 
piards,  the  soldiers  of  France  and  Spain  can  acquire  no  glory ;  not  because  the 
Mexicans  are  wanting  in  personal  valor ;  sprung  from  the  Spanish  race,  they 
M)68e8s  it.  But  this  country  is  ruined  by  a  forty  years*  civil  war,  and  this  will 
>e  sufficient  to  explain  why  her  armed  force  cannot  be  in  a  position  to  confront 
he  well -organized  battalions  of  T^rance  and  Spain.  However,  we  are  here,  and 
rill  fight  together,  if  the  republic  should  refuse  the  just  claims  of  the  [fllied 
lations,  although  my  opinion  is  that  the  government  will  accord  us  this  justice, 
ind  that,  therefore,  there  will  be  no  pretext  for  fighting. 

In  the  matter  of  rightful  claims  there  can  be  no  variance  between  the  cora- 
nissioners  of  the  allied  powers,  and  none  the  less  between  the  commanders 
•f  your  Majesty's  troops  and  those  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  ;  but  the  arrival  at 
Tera  Cruz  of  General  Almonte,  of  the  ex-minister,  Haro,  of  Padre  Miranda  and 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 7. 
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other  emigrant  Mexicans,  with  an  idea  of  creating  a  monarchy  in  favor  of  Prin( 
Maximilian,  of  Austria,  a  flag  which,  according  to  them,  is  to  he  sustained  ai 
supported  by  the  forces  of  your  Imperial  Majesty,  will  create  a  situation  difficu 
for  all,  but  more  difficult  and  painful  for  the  general-in-chief  of  the  Spanit 
troops,  who,  bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  government,  based  on  the  Lond( 
convention,  and  almost  identical  with  those  which  your  noble  and  excellei 
vice-admiral.  La  Graviere,  received  from  your  Majesty's  government,  wou 
find  himself  in  the  unpleasant  position  of  being  unable  to  co-operate  in  tl 
realization  of  your  Imperial  Majesty's  views,  if  they  should  really  be  those 
raising  a  throne  in  this  country,  in  order  to  place  thereon  the  Archduke 
Austria. 

Moreover,  I  entertain  the  profound  conviction,  sire,  that  there  are  verj'  fe 
men  of  monarchical  sentiments  in  this  country ;  and  it  is  reasonable  this  shou 
be  so,  since  monarchy  was  never  known  here  in  the  persons  of  the  Spani: 
monarchs,  but  only  in  the  viceroys,  who  governed,  each  one  according  to  h 
better  or  worse  judgment  and  information,  and  all  according  to  the  custom  ai 
usage  of  governing  the  people  at  that  distant  period.  Monarchy,  then,  le 
behind  it  in  this  country  neither  the  immense  interests  of  a  secular  nobility, 
happens  in  Europe  when,  by  the  violence  of  a  revolutionary  hurricane,  soi 
throne  is  overturned,  nor  did  it  leave  moral  interests  or  anything  which  wou 
cause  the  present  generation  to  desire  the  re-establishment  of  monarchy,  whi« 
it  never  knew,  and  which  nobody  nor  anything  has  taught  it  to  desire  or  respe< 

The  proximity  of  the  United  States,  and  the  language,  ever  harsh,  of  tho 
republicans  against  the  monarchical  institution,  have  contributed  much  to  pi 
duce  here  a  genuine  hatred  to  monarchy ;  so  much  so  that  the  establishment 
the  republic,  more  than  forty  years  since,  in  spite  of  its  disorders  and  consta 
agitation,  has  created  habits,  customs,  and  even  a  certain  republican  langua* 
which  it  would  not  be  easy  to  destroy.  Therefore,  and  for  other  reasons  whi< 
cannot  be  hidden  from  the  deep  penetration  of  your  Imperial  Majesty,  you  w 
understand  that  the  vastly  prevailing  opinion  of  this  country  is  not  and  cann 
be  monarchical ;  but  if  reasoning  be  not  sufficient  to  demonstrate  it,  it  will  1 
amply  proven  by  the  fact  that  neither  during  the  two  months  in  which  the  alli< 
standards  floated  over  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  nor  now  when  we  occupy  the  ii 
portant  towns  of  Cordova,  Orizaba,  and  Tehuacan,  where  no  Mexican  forces  n 
any  authorities,  save  the  civil,  have  remained,  neither  monarchists  nor  conserv 
tives  have  made  the  slightest  demonstration,  were  it  even  to  let  the  allies  s* 
that  such  partisans  existed. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  sire,  to  imagine  even  that  the  power  of  your  Imperi 
Majesty  is  insufficient  to  establish  a  throne  in  Mexico  for  the  House  of  Austri 

Your  Majesty  rules  the  destinies  of  a  great  nation,  rich  in  brave  and  intel 
gent  men,  rich  in  resources  and  bourgeoning  enthusiasm,  whenever  there  is 
question  of  seconding  the  views  of  your  Imperial  Majesty.  It  will  be  easy  f 
your  Majesty  to  conduct  Prince  Maximilian  to  the  capital  and  crown  him  Kinj 
but  this  King  will  find  in  the  country  no  other  support  than  that  of  those  co 
servative  leaders  who,  when  in  power,  never  thought  of  estiiblishing  a  monarch 
but  contemplate  it  now  that  they  are  beaten,  scattered,  and  in  exile, 

A  few  wealthy  individuals,  also,  will  accept  a  foreign  monarch  who  com 
supported  by  the  soldiers  of  your  Majesty ;  but  they  will  do  nothing  to  susta 
him  the  day  that  support  shall  fail  him,  and  the  monarch  will  fall  from  tl 
throne  raised  by  your  Majesty,  as  other  potentates  of  the  earth  will  fall,  tl 
day  that  the  imperial  mantle  of  your  Majesty  ceases  to  shield  and  envelop  the: 
I  well  know  that  your  Imperial  Majesty,  in  your  high-minded  justice,  does  n 
desire  to  compel  this  country  to  change  her  institutions  in  so  radical  a  manni 
if  the  country  does  not  of  its  own  accord  ask  and  desire  it ;  but  the  leaders 
the  conservative  party,  who  have  come  to  Vera  Cruz,  say  it  will  suffice  to  cc 
suit  the  higher  classes  of  the  community,  without  troubling  themselves  about  t 
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others ;  and  this  disturbs  men's  minds,  inspiring  fears  lest  tbe  national  will  should 
be  forced  and  violated. 

The  English  troops,  who  were  to  come  to  Orizaba,  and  had  already  prepared 
means  of  transportation,  when  they  learned  that  more  French  forces  were  coming 
than  were  stipulated  in  the  London  convention,  re-embarked.  Your  Majesty 
will  comprehend  the  importance  of  such  a  withdrawal. 

I  beg  a  thousand  pardons  of  your  Majesty  for  having  presumed  to  call  your 
attention  to  this  long  letter ;  but  I  believed  that  the  way  to  make  a  suitable  re- 
tom  for  your  Majesty's  kindness  towards  me  was  to  tell  you  the  truth,  and  the 
whole  truth,  on  the  political  state  of  this  country  as  I  understand  it,  in  doing 
which  I  shall  have  satisfied  not  only  a  duty,  but  a  feeling  of  eminent,  respectful, 
and  high  regard  for  the  person  of  your  Imperial  Majesty. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  say,  sire,  that  since  we  came  to  this  country  the 
most  cordial  harmony  has  existed  between  your  enlightened  vice-admiral.  La 
Graviere,  and  myself,  as  also  between  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers  of  both 
nations — a  harmony  which,  I  doubt  not,  will  continue  while  we  remain  in  this 
country. 

With  the  highest  respect  and  most  profound  devotion  I  remain,  sire,  your 
Imperial  Majesty's  warm  and  devoted  servant,  praying  for  the  preservation  and 
greatness  of  your  Majesty,  her  Majesty  the  Empress,  and  the  JPrince  Imperial. 

THE  COUNT  DE  REUS. 


A  true  copy. 


Washington,  June  18,  1862. 
ROMERO. 


No.  2. 

&ir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell.     (Received  May  14.) 

[Extract] 

Orizaba,  April  11,  1862. 

I  take  advantage  of  the  departure  of  a  French  vessel-of-war  for  St.  Thomas 
to  write  to  your  lordship  a  fortnight  earlier  than  I  should  otherwise  have  been 
able  to  do,  as  there  is  every  possibility  of  her  reaching  that  place  in  time  to 
catch  the  steamer  leaving  it  for  Southampton  on  the  2d  of  May. 

My  last  month's  correspondence  will  have  informed  you  of  the  unfavorable 
turn  things  had  taken  in  consequence  of  the  French  agents  having  extended 
their  protection  to  General  Almonte,  Padre  Miranda,  and  other  leading  men  of 
tbe  reactionary  party  who  have  been  banished  from  the  country,  and  who  now 
from  the  French  camp  maintain  an  active  correspondence  with  Marquez,  Cobos, 
and  other  notorious  chiefs  of  the  armed  bands  at  present  in  open  rebellion  against 
the  government. 

My  despatches  of  the  27th,  29th,  and  30th  ultimo  and  of  the  3d  instant, 
togeUier  with  their  enclosures,  treat  so  fully  of  this  subject  that  I  should  not 
farther  have  alluded  to  it  had  it  not  produced  in  its  consequences  so  serious  a 
result  as  to  have  completely  frustrated  the  object  which  the  three  powers  had  in 
view  when  they  signed  the  convention  of  the  31st  of  October  last. 

By  my  correspondence  with  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere  your  lordship  will 
have  seen  the  just  cause  of  complaint  that  General  Prim  and  myself  had  against 
our  French  colleagues  lor  their  having  acted  thus  independently,  and  without 
even  consulting  us  in  a  matter  so  nearly  a£fecting  our  common  interests  as  that 
of  introducing  into  the  country,  under  their  direct  protection,  a  set  of  political 
exiles  banished  from  it  by  the  government  of  the  republic  with  whom  we  had 
already  treated,  and  were  about  again  to  negotiate  for  the  adjustment  of  our 
difoemces  with  them. 
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other  emigrant  Mexicans,  with  an  idea  of  creating  a  monarchy  in  favor  of  Prince 
Maximilian,  of  Austria,  a  flag  which,  according  to  them,  is  to  be  sustained  and 
supported  hy  the  forces  of  your  Imperial  Majesty,  will  create  a  situation  difficult 
for  all,  but  more  difficult  and  painful  for  the  general-in-chief  of  the  Spanish 
troops,  who,  bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  government,  based  on  the  London 
convention,  and  almost  identical  with  those  which  your  noble  and  excellent 
vice-admiral.  La  Graviere,  received  from  your  Majesty's  government,  would 
find  liimself  in  the  unpleasant  position  of  being  unable  to  co-operate  in  the 
realization  of  your  Imperial  Majesty's  views,  if  they  should  really  be  those  of 
raising  a  throne  in  this  country,  in  order  to  place  thereon  the  Archduke  of 
Austria. 

Moreover,  I  entertain  the  profound  conviction,  sire,  that  there  are  very  few 
men  of  monarchical  sentiments  in  this  country ;  and  it  is  reasonable  this  should 
be  so,  since  monarchy  was  never  known  here  in  the  persons  of  the  Spanish 
monarchs,  but  only  in  the  viceroys,  who  governed,  each  one  according  to  his 
better  or  worse  judgment  and  information,  and  all  according  to  the  custom  and 
usage  of  governing  the  people  at  that  distant  period.  Monarchy,  then,  left 
behind  it  in  this  country  neither  the  immense  interests  of  a  secular  nobility,  as 
happens  in  Europe  when,  by  the  violence  of  a  revolutionary  hurricane,  some 
throne  is  overturned,  nor  did  it  leave  moral  interests  or  anything  which  would 
cause  the  present  generation  to  desire  the  re-establishment  of  monarchy,  which 
it  never  knew,  and  which  nobody  nor  anything  has  taught  it  to  desire  or  respect. 

The  proximity  of  the  United  States,  and  the  language,  ever  harsh,  of  tho?e 
republicans  against  the  monarchical  institution,  have  contributed  much  to  pro- 
duce here  a  genuine  hatred  to  monarchy ;  so  much  so  that  the  establishment  of 
the  republic,  more  than  forty  years  since,  in  spite  of  its  disorders  and  constant 
agitation,  has  created  habits,  customs,  and  even  a  certain  republican  language 
which  it  would  not  be  easy  to  destroy.  Therefore,  and  for  other  reasons  which 
cannot  be  hidden  from  the  deep  penetration  of  your  Imperial  Majesty,  you  will 
understand  that  the  vastly  prevailing  opinion  of  this  country  is  not  and  cannot 
be  monarchical ;  but  if  reasoning  be  not  sufficient  to  demonstrate  it,  it  will  be 
amply  proven  by  the  fact  that  neither  during  the  two  months  in  which  the  allied 
standards  floated  over  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  nor  now  when  we  occupy  the  im- 
portant towns  of  Cordova,  Orizaba,  and  Tehuacan,  where  no  Mexican  forces  nor 
any  authorities,  save  the  civil,  have  remained,  neither  monarchists  nor  conserva- 
tives have  made  the  slightest  demonstration,  were  it  even  to  let  the  allies  see 
that  such  partisans  existed. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  sire,  to  imagine  even  that  the  power  of  your  Imperial 
Majesty  is  insufficient  to  establish  a  throne  in  Mexico  for  the  House  of  Austria. 

Your  Majesty  rules  the  destinies  of  a  great  nation,  rich  in  brave  and  inteUi- 
gent  men,  rich  in  resources  and  bourgeoning  enthusiasm,  whenever  there  is  a 
question  of  seconding  the  views  of  your  Imperial  Majesty.  It  will  be  easy  for 
your  Majesty  to  conduct  Prince  Maximilian  to  the  capital  and  crown  him  King; 
but  this  King  will  find  in  the  country  no  other  support  than  that  of  those  con- 
servative leaders  who,  when  in  power,  never  thought  of  cstjiblishing  a  monarchy, 
but  contemplate  it  now  that  they  are  beaten,  scattered,  and  in  exile. 

A  few  wealthy  individuals,  also,  will  accept  a  foreign  monarch  who  comes 
supported  by  the  soldiers  of  your  Majesty ;  but  they  will  do  nothing  to  sustain 
him  the  day  that  support  shall  fail  him,  and  the  monarch  will  fall  from  the 
throne  raised  by  your  Majesty,  as  other  potentiites  of  the  earth  will  fall,  the 
day  that  the  imperial  mantle  of  your  Majesty  ceases  to  shield  and  envelop  them. 
I  well  know  that  your  Imperial  Majesty,  in  your  high-minded  justice,  does  not 
desire  to  compel  this  country  to  change  her  institutions  in  so  radical  a  manner, 
if  the  country  does  not  of  its  own  accord  ask  and  desire  it ;  but  the  leaders  of 
the  conservative  party,  who  have  come  to  Vera  Cruz,  say  it  will  suffice  to  con- 
sult the  higher  classes  of  the  communityi  without  troubling  themselves  about  the 
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others;  and  this  disturbs  men's  minds,  inspiring  fears  lest  the  national  will  should 
be  forced  and  violated. 

The  English  troops,  who  were  to  come  to  Orizaba,  and  had  already  prepared 
means  of  transportation,  when  they  learned  that  more  French  forces  were  coming 
than  were  stipulated  in  the  London  convention,  re-embarked.  Your  Majesty 
will  comprehend  the  importance  of  such  a  withdrawal. 

i  beg  a  thousand  pardons  of  your  Majesty  for  having  presumed  to  call  your 
attention  to  this  long  letter ;  but  I  believed  that  the  way  to  make  a  suitable  re- 
turn for  your  Majesty's  kindness  towards  me  was  to  tell  you  the  truth,  and  the 
whole  truth,  on  the  political  state  of  this  country  as  I  understand  it,  in  doing 
which  I  shall  have  satisfied  not  only  a  duty,  but  a  feeling  of  eminent,  respectful, 
and  high  regard  for  the  person  of  your  Imperial  Majesty. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  say,  sire,  that  since  we  came  to  this  country  the 
most  cordial  harmony  has  existed  between  your  enlightened  vice-admiral.  La 
Graviere,  and  myself,  as  also  between  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers  of  both 
nations — a  harmony  which,  I  doubt  not,  will  continue  while  we  remain  in  this 
coxmtry. 

With  the  highest  respect  and  most  profound  devotion  I  remain,  sire,  your 
Imperial  Majesty's  warm  and  devoted  servant,  praying  for  the  preservation  and 
greatness  of  your  Majesty,  her  Majesty  the  Empress,  and  the  Prince  Imperial. 

THE  COUNT  DE  REUS. 


A  true  copy. 


Washington,  June  18,  1862. 
ROMERO. 


No.  2. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell.     {Received  May  14.) 

[Extract  ] 

Orizaba,  April  11,  1862. 

I  take  advantage  of  the  departure  of  a  French  vessel-of-war  for  St.  Thomas 
to  write  to  your  lordship  a  fortnight  earlier  than  I  should  otherwise  have  been 
able  to  do,  as  there  is  every  possibility  of  her  reaching  that  place  in  time  to 
catch  the  steamer  leaving  it  for  Southampton  on  the  2d  of  May. 

My  last  month's  correspondence  will  have  informed  you  of  the  unfavorable 
turn  things  had  taken  in  consequence  of  the  French  agents  having  extended 
their  protection  to  General  Almonte,  Padre  Miranda,  and  other  leading  men  of 
the  reactionary  party  who  have  been  banished  from  the  country,  and  who  now 
from  the  French  camp  maintain  an  active  correspondence  with  Marquez,  Cobos, 
and  other  notorious  chiefs  of  the  armed  bands  at  present  in  open  rebellion  against 
the  government. 

My  despatches  of  the  27th,  29th,  and  30th  ultimo  and  of  the  3d  instant, 
togeier  with  their  enclosures,  treat  so  fully  of  this  subject  that  I  should  not 
further  have  alluded  to  it  had  it  not  produced  in  its  consequences  so  serious  a 
result  as  to  have  completely  frustrated  the  object  which  the  three  powers  had  in 
view  when  they  signed  the  convention  of  the  31st  of  October  last. 

By  my  correspondence  with  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere  your  lordship  will 
have  seen  the  just  cause  of  complaint  that  General  Prim  and  myself  had  against 
our  French  colleague*  for  their  having  acted  thus  independently,  and  without 
even  consulting  us  in  a  matter  so  nearly  affecting  our  common  interests  as  that 
of  introducing  into  the  country,  under  their  direct  protection,  a  set  of  political 
exiles  banished  from  it  by  the  government  of  the  republic  with  whom  we  had 
already  treated,  and  were  about  again  to  negotiate  for  the  adjustment  of  our 
diffioencea  with  them. 
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During  the  time  that  General  Prim  and  myself  were  using  every  effort  to 
induce  the  admiral  and  M.  de  Saligny  to  retrieve  so  grave  an  error  we  received 
a  despatch  fi*om  the  Mexican  government  to  the  allied  commissioners,  calling  on 
us  either  at  once  to  send  back  Almonte,  Padre  Miranda,  and  the  other  exiles 
from  whence  they  came,  or  to  retire  our  forces  again  beyond  the  fortified  passes 
of  the  Chiquihuite,  as  by  retaining  those  persons  in  the  French  camp  we  were 
violating  the  spirit  of  the  preliminary  convention  of  the  Soledad,  and  at  the 
same  time  setting  at  naught  the  government's  legitimate  authority. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  letter  we  again  wrote  to  our  French  colleagues,  stating 
that  it  had  now  become  absolutely  necessary  for  them  at  once  to  join  us  in  this 
town,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  final  conference  to  decide  whether  they 
insisted  on  continuing  to  act  thus  independently,  or  whether  they  would  once 
more  conform  to  that  majority  of  votes  which  had  hitherto  decided,  by  mutual 
consent,  any  difference  of  opinion  that  had  arisen  amongst  us. 

After  several  days'  delay,  they  at  length  arrived  here  yesterday,  when  a  con- 
ference was  held.  I  forward  to  your  lordship  an  exact  and  authentic  proces 
verbal  of  what  took  place  on  the  occasion,  for  the  due  information  of  her  Majes- 
ty's government  in  a  matter  of  such  paramount  importance. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  analyze  this  protocol,  which  gives  a  faithful  account  of 
the  events  which  have  occurred  leading  to  the  present  crisis,  as  well  also  of  the 
several  statements  made  with  reference  thereto  by  my  colleagues  and  myself. 
I  leave  it  for  your  lordship's  careful  perusal,  as  an  accurate  knowledge  of  its 
contents  is  essential  to  the  proper  elucidation  of  a  question  which  is  of  so  grave 
a  nature  as  to  require  thorough  and  searching  inquiry  into  all  its  details. 

The  letter  alluded  to  as  being  addressed  by  the  French  agents  to  the  Mexican 
government,  and  in  which  they  state  their  reasons  for  breaking  off  their  relations 
and  commencing  hostilities,  appeared  to  General  Prim  and  myself  a  very  one- 
sided and  partial  statement  of  their  case,  being  made  up  of  assertions  which,  as 
far  as  we  are  aware  of,  are  not  borne  out  by  the  facts  ;  for  when  I  asked  the 
French  minister,  in  yesterday's  conference,  to  inform  me  what  were  the  acts  of 
oppression  perpetrated  against  his  countrymen  in  Mexico  since  the  signing  of 
the  convention  of  the  Soledad,  he  replied  that  that  was  a  matter  alone  concerning 
his  own  government,  to  which  he  should  report  them. 

If  harsher  measures  have  really  been  adopted  towards  the  French,  in  Mexico 
than  towards  other  foreigners  it  arises,  doubtless  from  the  hostile  attitude  as- 
sumed by  the  French  agents  and  the  troops  under  their  command. 

As  far  as  the  English  are  concerned,  I  have  only  lately  heard  of  one  well- 
founded  grievance  of  which  they  had  to  complain,  namely,  their  being  subjected 
to  the  payment  of  a  tax  of  two  per  cent,  on  capital,  and  this  has  been  suspended, 
as  I  have  already  stated,  in  consequence  of  my  remonstrances  to  the  government 
against  such  a  measure. 

The  wording  of  the  convention  of  October  31  last,  the  correspondence  which 
has  passed  between  the  three  governments  relative  to  its  interpretation,  and, 
finally,  your  lordship's  own  instructions,  prove  to  me,  first,  that  we  are  bound 
to  demand  satisfaction  from  the  de  facto  government  of  the  country  selected  by 
its  people ;  and,  secondly,  that  we  are  not  to  interfere  with  the  existence  of  that 
government  by  endeavoring  to  substitute  another  in  its  place,  unless  called  on 
to  do  so  by  the  expressed  will  of  the  majority  of  the  nation. 

I  have  thus  briefly  stated  the  causes  that  have  induced  General  Prim  to  re- 
embark  the  whole  of  the  Spanish  troops,  and  led  me  to  withdraw  the  moral 
support  of  Great  Britain  from  a  policy  which  I  feel  certain  her  Majesty,s  gov- 
ernment can  never  approve  of. 

Washington,  June  18,  1862. 

A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 
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No.  3. 

Proces  verbal  of  the  cariference  held  at   Orizaba,  April  2,  1862,  between  the 
commissioners  of  the  allied  powers. 

Their  excellencies  the  plenipotentiaries  and  commanders-in-chief  of  the  forces 
of  the  allied  powers  being  assembled  at  the  residence  of  his  excellency  the  Count  de 
Reus,  the  sitting  commenced  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Having  regard  to  the  gravity  of  the  affairs  to  be  considered,  their  excellencies 
decided  that  the  secretaries  of  the  mission  of  England  and  France  should,  together 
with  the  secretary  of  the  mission  to  Spain,  be  present  at  the  conference,  to  draw 
up  theproces  verbal  in  extenso. 

His  excellency  the  Count  de  Reus  begins  by  inviting  his  excellency  the 
Admiral  Jurien  to  set  forth  the  object  of  the  conference,  and  the  latter  answers 
that  the  principal  end  of  the  conference  is  to  come  to  an  agreement  on  the  an- 
swer to  be  made  to  a  communication  of  the  Mexican  government,  demanding  the 
re-embarkation  of  General  Almonte  and  of  the  persons  accompanying  him. 

His  excellency  Sir  Charles  Wyke  says  that  it  is  necessary  to  come  to  a  frank 
and  decisive  explanation,  and  this  opinion  is  shared  by  his  colleagues. 

The  Count  de  Reus  adds  that  it  is  expedient  to  know  whether  it  is  possible 
to  continue  to  act  in  concert,  as  has  been  hitherto  done ;  for  that  he  and  his 
English  colleagues  consider  the  attitude  recently  taken  by  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  as  contrary  to  the  stipulations  of  the  convention  of 
London,  of  which  the  object,  according  to  them,  was,  in  the  first  place,  to  pro- 
cure reparation  for  the  grievances  which  each  of  the  high  powers  had  against 
the  Mexican  government,  and  to  exact  respect  for  treaties ;  then  to  arrive,  by 
means  of  the  moral  influence  of  the  three  nations,  at  establishing  a  strong  and 
durable  government,  offering  sufficient  guarantees  both  as  regards  their  fellow- 
a>untrymen  and  the  subjects  of  foreign  powers. 

His  excellency  reminds  the  conference  that  in  the  beginning,  if  this  question 
of  grievances  did  not  appear  in  a  conspicuous  light  on  the  occasion  when  the 
proclamation  to  the  Mexicans  was  published,  and  the  note  sent  to  President 
Juarez,  it  was  that  the  commissioners  did  not  consider  themselves  authorized  to 
decide  whether  or  not  there  was  unity  amongst  them  as  regards  their  respective 
ultimatums,  and  that,  in  consequence,  they  had  thought  it  right  to  ask  for  fresh 
instructions  in  that  respect. 

His  excellency  desires  that  it  ehould  be  well  understood  that  the  line  of  con- 
duct which  had  been  considered  by  certain  people  as  a  prejudicial  loss  of  time 
was  only  an  absolute  necessity,  imposed  by  the  total  want  of  means  of  transport. 
For  although  the  three  allied  powers  had  forseen  that,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, it  would  be  necessary  to  advance  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  yet 
their  troops  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  without  wagons,  without  horses,  without 
mules,  without  any  of  the  resources  indispensable  to  the  transport  of  provisions, 
or  the  sick,  and  of  artillery ;  imder  conditions,  in  short,  such  as  might  have  led 
to  the  belief  that  they  had  determined  only  to  occupy  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz, 
However,  they  had  hardly  disembarked  when  the  absolute  necessity  of  penetrat- 
ing into  the  interior  of  the  country  began  to  be  felt,  both  on  account  of  the  sick- 
ness suffered  by  the  troops,  and  the  total  absence  of  supplies,  which  the  guerillas ' 
did  not  allow  to  arrive  as  far  as  the  town. 

In  consequence,  the  chiefs  of  the  allied  forces  were  compelled  immediately  to 
eet  together  as  many  means  of  locomotion  as  possible,  which  were  obtained  with 
difficulty  and  at  a  heavy  price,  extending  also,  by  degrees,  the  circle  of  their 
operations  in  the  environs  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Admiral  Jurien  approves  what  his  Spanish  colleague  has  just  said,  and  desires 
that  it  may  be  recorded  that  his  artillery  and  the  campii^g  materials  of  his  two 
battalions  were  only  able  to  be  disembarked  on  the  5th  of  February. 
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The  Count  de  Reus  thinksi  therefore,  that  it  was  not  poBsible  to  act  othen^'ise, 
and  that  in  entering  into  parley  and  amicable  negotiations  with  the  Mexican 
government  the  allies  only  gained  the  time  which  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
them  for  preparing  to  march  forward,  without  allowing  themselves  to  be  cajoled 
a  single  instant  by  the  government,  as  might  have  been  thought.  War  was  not 
feared,  but  it  was  wished  to  spare  Mexico  the  misfortunes  which  result  from  it, 
and  to  attain  the  object  of  the  alliance  without  the  effusion  of  blood ;  also  the 
commissioners  notified  to  the  government  their  intention  to  go  forward  without 
asking  its  permission,  desiring  to  remain  at  peace,  but  decided  not  to  modify 
their  resolution. 

It  was  in  this  spirit  that  the  Count  de  Reus,  authorized  by  his  colleagues,  went 
to  La  Soledad  on  the  19th  February,  to  have  an  interview  with  M.  Doblado, 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  then  signed  the  preliminaries  destined  to  deter- 
mine the  respective  situations,  and  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  the  line  of  conduct  to 
be  pursued. 

On  the  28th  the  Spanish  army  commenced  its  march.  The  admiral  at  the 
head  of  the  French  troops  had  already  commenced  its  march  since  the  26th, 
without  encountering  serious  obstacles  or  hostility,  and  yet  the  two  armies  left 
on  the  road  sad  traces  of  their  passage.  Invalids,  baggage,  horses,  or  mules, 
which,  not  being  able  to  follow  the  column  under  a  fiery  sun,  along  fearful  roads, 
remained  in  the  rear  and  bore  witness  to  all  the  difficulties  of  the  undertaking. 

His  excellency  adds  that  if  the  expedition  had  found  itself  surrounded  by 
war  a  disaster  might  have  happened,  and  the  European  governments  would, 
without  doubt,  have  taken  their  generals  severely  to  task  for  their  conduct. 

But  at  last  the  Spaniards  and  the  French  arrived  peaceably  at  their  encamp- 
ments at  Cordova.  Orizaba,  and  Tehuacan,  where  they  were  bound,  says  his 
excellency,  to  await  the  15th  of  April,  the  day  fixed  for  the  opening  of  the 
conferences  between  the  allied  plenipotentiaries  and  the  Mexican  commissioners. 

The  Count  de  Reus  recapitulates  all  the  arguments,  perhaps  but  ill-foimded, 
which  he  thought  it  right  to  urge  on  the  Mexican  government  to  induce  it  to 
accept  this  far  distant  date. 

M.  de  Saligny  observes  that  it  was  he  who  urged  this  delay  in  the  opening  of 
the  new  conference,  in  order  to  have  the  time  to  receive  from  his  government 
the  instructions  which  he  expected. 

The  Count  de  Reus  then  says  that,  in  short,  neither  the  time  passed  at  Vera 
Cruz,  nor  the  time  before  the  15th  of  April,  could  be  considered  as  lost,  and 
that  this  is  sufficiently  proved  by  what  has  just  been  set  forth. 

Lastly,  all  was  going  on  favorably,  and  there  was  reason  to  hope  that  every 
satisfaction  intended  by  the  convention  of  London  would  be  obtained  by  pacific 
means,  when  the  packet  for  the  month  of  February  arrived  bringing  General 
Almonte  and  some  other  exiles,  and  cast  the  apple  of  discord  before  the  con- 
ference. 

In  a  visit  made  to  his  excellency  by  General  Almonte  the  latter  had  declared 
to  him  frankly  that  he  had  counted  on  the  influence  of  the  three  powers  to 
change  the  established  government  of  Mexico  into  a  monarchy,  and  to  place  the 
crown  on  the  head  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  of  Austria ;  that  he  thought  this 
project  would  be  well  received  in  Mexico,  and  perhaps  realized  before  two 
months  were  over. 

Commodore  Dunlop  observes  that  a  few  days  afterwards  M.  Almonte  made 
the  same  declaration  to  him. 

His  excellency  the  Count  de  Reus  had  answered  General  Almonte  that  he 
was  of  an  opinion  diametrically  opposite,  and  that  he  must  not  count  on  the 
support  of  Spain ;  that  Mexico,  constituted  as  a  republic  for  forty  years,  must 
necessarily  be  anti-monarchical,  and  would  never  accept  new  institutions  with 
which  it  was  unacquainted,  and  which  were  contrary  to  those  which  it  had 
adopted,  and  under  which  it  had  existed  so  long. 
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On  the  observation  of  General  Almonte  that  he  felt  sure  of  the  support  of  the 
French  arms,  his  excellency  answered  that  he  would  regret  if  the  French  gov- 
ernment were  to  follow  m  Mexico  a  policy  which  would  be  in  opposition  to  the 
policy  always  great,  just,  and  generous  of  the  Emperor ;  that  in  the  event,  far 
from  probable,  but  still  possible,  of  a  check  sustained  by  the  French  forces  en- 
gaged in  such  an  undertaking,  his  excellency  would  feel  as  much  pain  as  if  a 
great  misfortune  were  to  fall  on  his  own  country  or  on  himself;  that,  lastly,  he 
conjured  General  Almonte  not  to  go  forward,  for  if  he  went  alone,  exiled  as  he 
was  by  a  decree,  just  or  unjust,  he  was  going  to  destruction,  and  if  he  was  es- 
corted by  the  troops  of  one  of  the  allied  powers  this  fact  would  produce  an 
alarm  which  would  compromise  the  results  of  the  good  policy  followed  up  to 
this  day  by  the  commissioners. 

Soon,  however,  the  arrival  of  more  French  troops  was  known  at  Orizaba  and 
at  Tehuacan ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  known  that,  at  the  order  of  General 
de  Lorencez,  a  battalion  of  chasseurs  was  escorting  General  Almonte  and  his 
companions  on  the  road  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Tehuacan.  Admiral  Jurien  thought 
it  right,  in  consequence,  to  let  the  Mexican  government  know  of  his  resolution 
to  commence  on  the  1st  of  April  the  retrograde  movement  foreseen  in  the  pre- 
liminaries of  Soledad,  if  the  conferences  did  not  come  to  a  6atii*factory  result. 

Admiral  Jurien  explains  that  first  of  all  he  confined  himself  to  causing  an 
indirect  intimation  of  his  resolution  to  be  given  to  the  Mexican  government,  and 
that  he  only  addressed  it  an  official  note  on  this  subj(?ct,  after  having  received 
himself,  from  General  Zaragoza.  a  letter  which  lefl  him  no  longer  any  hope  of 
obtaining  from  the  conferences  of  Orizaba  a  result  conformable  to  the  interests 
and  dignity  of  France. 

The  Count  de  Reus  remarks  that  at  this  time  only  himself  and  his  English 
colleague  were  at  Orizaba,  and  that  on  receiving  the  communication  of  the  ad- 
miral they  asked  themselves  if  the  French  commissioners  had  the  right  to  allow 
the  enemies  of  the  government  established  in  Mexico  to  be  escorted,  and  if  the 
admiral  could  act  as  he  was  doing  without  a  decision  of  the  conference ;  for  they 
coDjiidered  this  line  of  conduct  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war,  and  contrary 
to  the  convention  of  London  and  to  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad ;  that  they 
had  agreed  in  thinking  that  the  French  commissioners  had  not  the  right  to  adopt 
this  line  of  conduct  without  the  consent  of  their  colleagues,  and  that  they  had 
m  consequence  immediately  invited  the  conference  to  assemble,  in  order  to  de- 
cide whether  they  should  continue  to  act  conformably  to  the  convention  of  Lon- 
don, or  whether  instructions  from  their  government  prevented  the  French  com- 
missioners from  henceforth  acting  with  tlieir  colleagues,  in  order  that  in  this  case 
each  might  proceed  in  the  manner  which  he  thought  would  best  answer  the 
wiiihcg  of  his  government. 

"  For  my  part,"  adds  his  excellency,  "  I  beg  my  colleagues  to  be  good  enough 
to  give  their  opinion  decidedly  on  these  points,  for  that  is  the  principal  object  of 
this  conference." 

His  excellency  Admiral  Jurien  answers  that  he  does  not  consider  himself  as 
having  in  any  way  infringed  the  stipulations  of  the  convention  of  London,  or  of 
the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad. 

He  had  considered  the  protection  accorded  to  General  Almonte  by  General 
Lorencez  as  incompatible  with  the  stay  of  the  French  troops  at  Tehuacan. 

The  vessel  which  carried  the  commander  of  the  expeditionary  corps  and  his 
staff,  adds  M.  de  Saligny,  by  order  of  the  Emperor,  waited  for  General  Almonte 
for  four  days. 

Admiral  Jurien  sets  forth  that  his  retreat  from  Tehuacan  was  only  a  scruple 
of  loyalty  on  his  part,  on  which  subject  he  was  not  obliged  to  consult  his  col- 
leagues. Once  returned  to  Paso  Ancho  with  his  troops,  he  would  find  himself 
on  a  neutral  territory,  where  he  was  free  to  give  to  General  Almonte  all  the. 


102  PRESENT   CONDITION   OF     MEXICO. 

The  Count  de  Reus  thinks,  therefore,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  act  othen^^ise, 
and  that  in  entering  into  parley  and  amicable  negotiations  with  the  Mexican 
government  the  allies  only  gained  the  time  which  waa  absolutely  necessary  to 
them  for  preparing  to  march  forward,  without  allowing  themselves  to  be  cajoled 
a  single  instant  by  the  government,  as  might  have  been  thought.  War  was  not 
feared,  but  it  was  wished  to  spare  Mexico  the  misfortunes  which  result  from  it, 
and  to  attain  the  object  of  the  alliance  without  the  effusion  of  blood ;  also  the 
commissioners  notified  to  the  government  their  intention  to  go  forward  without 
asking  its  permission,  desiring  to  remain  at  peace,  but  decided  not  to  modify 
their  resolution. 

It  was  in  this  spirit  that  the  Count  de  Reus,  authorized  by  his  colleagues,  went 
to  La  Soledad  on  the  19th  February,  to  have  an  interview  with  M.  Doblado, 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  then  signed  the  preliminaries  destined  to  deter- 
mine the  respective  situations,  and  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  the  line  of  conduct  to 
be  pursued. 

On  the  28th  the  Spanish  army  commenced  its  march.  The  admiral  at  the 
head  of  the  French  troops  had  already  commenced  its  march  since  the  26th, 
without  encountering  serious  obstacles  or  hostility,  and  yet  the  two  armies  left 
on  the  road  sad  traces  of  their  passage.  Invalids,  baggage,  horses,  or  mules, 
which,  not  being  able  to  follow  the  column  under  a  fiery  sun,  along  fearful  roads, 
remained  in  the  rear  and  bore  witness  to  all  the  difficulties  of  the  undertaking. 

His  excellency  adds  that  if  the  expedition  had  found  itself  surrounded  by 
war  a  disaster  might  have  happened,  and  the  European  governments  would, 
without  doubt,  have  taken  their  generals  severely  to  task  for  their  conduct. 

But  at  last  the  Spaniards  and  the  French  arrived  peaceably  at  their  encamp- 
ments at  Cordova.  Orizaba,  and  Tehuacan,  where  they  were  bound,  says  his 
excellency,  to  await  the  15th  of  April,  the  day  fixed  for  the  opening  of  the 
conferences  between  the  allied  plenipotentiaries  and  the  Mexican  commissioners. 

The  Count  de  Reus  recapitulates  all  the  arguments,  perhaps  but  ill-founded, 
which  he  thought  it  right  to  urge  on  the  Mexican  government  to  induce  it  to 
accept  this  far  distant  date. 

M.  de  Saligny  observes  that  it  was  he  who  urged  this  delay  in  the  opening  of 
the  new  conference,  in  order  to  have  the  time  to  receive  from  his  government 
the  instructions  which  he  expected. 

The  Count  de  Reus  then  says  that,  in  short,  neither  the  time  passed  at  Vera 
Cruz,  nor  the  time  before  the  15th  of  April,  could  be  considered  as  lost,  and 
that  this  is  sufficiently  proved  by  what  has  just  been  set  forth. 

Lastly,  all  was  going  on  favorably,  and  there  was  reason  to  hope  that  every 
satisfaction  intended  by  the  convention  of  London  would  be  obtained  by  pacific 
means,  when  the  packet  for  the  month  of  February  arrived  bringing  General 
Almonte  and  some  other  exiles,  and  cast  the  apple  of  discord  before  the  con- 
ference. 

In  a  visit  made  to  his  excellency  by  General  Almonte  the  latter  had  declared 
to  him  frankly  that  he  had  counted  on  the  influence  of  the  three  powers  to 
change  the  established  goverument  of  Mexico  into  a  monarchy,  and  to  place  the 
crown  on  the  head  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  of  Austria ;  that  he  thought  this 
project  would  be  well  received  in  Mexico,  and  perhaps  realized  before  two 
months  were  over. 

Commodore  Dunlop  observes  that  a  few  days  afterwards  M.  Almonte  made 
the  same  declaration  to  him. 

His  excellency  the  Count  de  Reus  had  answered  General  Almonte  that  he 
was  of  an  opinion  diametrically  opposite,  and  that  he  must  not  count  on  the 
support  of  Spain ;  that  Mexico,  constituted  as  a  republic  for  forty  years,  must 
necessarily  be  anti-monarchical,  and  would  never  accept  new  institutions  with 
which  it  was  unacquainted,  and  which  were  contrary  to  those  which  it  had 
adopted,  and  under  which  it  had  existed  so  long. 
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On  the  observation  of  General  Almonte  that  he  felt  sure  of  the  support  of  the 
French  arms,  his  excellency  answered  that  he  would  regret  if  the  French  gov- 
ernment were  to  follow  in  Mexico  a  policy  which  would  be  in  opposition  to  the 
policy  always  great,  just,  and  generous  of  the  Emperor ;  that  in  the  event,  far 
firom  probable,  but  still  possible,  of  a  check  sustained  by  the  French  forces  en- 
gaged in  such  an  undertaking,  his  excellency  would  feel  as  much  pain  as  if  a 
great  misfortune  were  to  fall  on  his  own  country  or  on  himself;  that,  lastly,  he 
conjured  General  Almonte  not  to  go  forward,  for  if  he  went  alone,  exiled  as  he 
was  by  a  decree,  just  or  unjust,  he  was  going  to  destruction,  and  if  he  was  es- 
corted by  the  troops  of  one  of  the  allied  powers  this  fact  would  produce  an 
alarm  which  would  compromise  the  results  of  the  good  policy  followed  up  to 
this  day  by  the  commissioners. 

Soon,  however,  the  arrival  of  more  French  troops  was  known  at  Orizaba  and 
at  Tehuacan ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  known  that,  at  the  order  of  General 
de  Lorencez,  a  battalion  of  chasseurs  was  escorting  General  Almonte  and  his 
companions  on  the  road  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Tehuacan.  Admiral  Jurien  thought 
it  right,  in  consequence,  to  let  the  Mexican  government  know  of  his  resolution 
to  commence  on  the  1st  of  April  the  retrograde  movement  foreseen  in  the  pre- 
liminaries of  Soledad,  if  the  conferences  did  not  come  to  a  satisfactory  result. 

Admiral  Jurien  explains  that  first  of  all  he  confined  himself  to  causing  an 
indirect  intimation  of  his  resolution  to  be  given  to  the  Mexican  government,  and 
that  he  only  addressed  it  an  official  note  on  this  subj(!ct,  after  having  received 
himself,  from  General  Zaragoza,  a  letter  which  left  him  no  longer  any  hope  of 
obtaining  from  the  conferences  of  Orizaba  a  result  conformable  to  the  interests 
and  dignity  of  France. 

The  Count  de  Reus  remarks  that  at  this  time  only  himself  and  his  English 
colleague  were  at  Orizaba,  and  that  on  receiving  the  communication  of  the  ad- 
miral they  asked  themselves  if  the  French  commissioners  had  the  right  to  allow 
the  enemies  of  the  government  established  in  Mexico  to  be  escorted,  and  if  the 
admiral  could  act  as  he  was  doing  without  a  decision  of  the  conference ;  for  they 
considered  this  line  of  conduct  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war,  and  contrary 
to  the  convention  of  London  and  to  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad ;  that  they 
had  agreed  in  thinking  that  the  French  commissioners  had  not  the  right  to  adopt 
this  line  of  conduct  without  the  consent  of  their  colleagues,  and  that  they  had 
in  consequence  immediately  invited  the  conference  to  assemble,  in  order  to  de- 
cide whether  they  should  continue  to  act  conformably  to  the  convention  of  Lon- 
don, or  whether  instructions  from  their  government  prevented  the  French  com- 
missioners from  henceforth  acting  with  their  colleagues,  in  order  that  in  this  case 
each  might  proceed  in  the  manner  which  he  thought  would  best  answer  the 
wizihes  of  his  government. 

"  For  my  part,"  adds  his  excellency,  "  I  beg  my  colleagues  to  be  good  enough 
to  give  their  opinion  decidedly  on  these  points,  for  that  is  the  principal  object  of 
this  conference." 

His  excellency  Admiral  Jurien  answers  that  he  does  not  consider  himself  as 
having  in  any  way  infringed  the  stipulations  of  the  convention  of  London,  or  of 
the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad. 

He  had  considered  the  protection  accorded  to  General  Almonte  by  General 
Lorencez  as  incompatible  with  the  stay  of  the  French  troops  at  Tehuacan. 

The  vessel  which  carried  the  connnander  of  the  expeditionary  corps  and  his 
staff,  adds  M.  de  Saligny,  by  order  of  the  Emperor,  waited  for  General  Almonte 
for  four  days. 

Admiral  Jurien  sets  forth  that  his  retreat  from  Tehuacan  was  only  a  scruple 
of  loyalty  on  his  part,  on  which  subject  lie  was  not  obliged  to  consiilt  his  col- 
leagues. Once  returned  to  Paso  Ancho  with  his  troops,  he  would  find  himself 
on  a  neutral  territory,  where  he  was  free  to  give  to  General  Almonte  all  the. 
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protection  to  which  a  person  honored  with  the  good  will  of  his  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror had  a  right. 

The  Count  de  Reus  and  Sir  Charles  Wyke  desire  that  the  question  may  he 
thoroughly  examined,  and  maintain  that  the  French  commissioners  have  not  the 
right  to  lend  their  protection  to  the  enemies  of  the  Mexican  government  on  its 
own  territory.  The  expedition  did  not  come  to  sustain  in  Mexico  the  particular 
policy  of  each  of  the  three  nations,  but  exclusively  that  indicated  by  the  con- 
vention of  London.  None  of  the  commissioners  has  the  right  to  act  in  such 
grave  cases  without  the  assent  of  his  colleagues. 

The  admiral  repeats  that  he  reserves  to  himself  the  interpretation  of  the  con- 
vention of  London,  and  accepts  all  the  responsibility,  in  the  same  manner  ajs  this 
right  belongs  to  each  of  the  commissioners,  without  that  being  able  in  any  way 
to  bind  the  governments  which  have  concluded  this  convention.  The  French 
commissioners  act,  therefore,  conformably  to  the  interpretation  which  appears 
best  to  them,  and  assume  beforehand  all  the  responsibility  of  their  acts. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  asks  that  article  two  of  the  convention  of  London  should 
be  read,  and  Admiral  Jurien  persists  in  thinking,  after  having  heard  it,  that  if 
there  has  been  any  infraction  of  the  convention  it  was  not  in  the  protection  ac- 
corded to  General  Almonte,  but  in  the  excessive  mildness  and  the  great  consid- 
eration towards  the  goveniment  of  Mexico;  that,  besides,  this  policy  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  favorably  viewed  in  Europe.  The  course  advised  by  M.  de 
Saligny  would  have  beep,  he  thinks,  more  conformable  to  the  intentions  of  the 
government  of  the  Emperor. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  then  says  that  since  the  commencement  the  negotiation  has 
been  carried  on  with  the  de  facto  government ;  that  this  change  of  attitude  might 
be  considered  as  inconsistent,  and  that  the  protection  accorded  to  the  prescribed 
individuals  constitutes  a  veritable  interference  in  the  international  aflairs  of  the 
country. 

Admiral  Jurien  answers  that  the  protection  accorded  to  General  Almonte  is 
only  that  of  the  French  flag,  which  never  anywhere  failed  exiles  of  any  country ; 
that  it  does  not  in  any  way  constitute  an  interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of 
the  republic,  and  that  once  accorded  there  is  no  instance  of  this  protection 
having  been  withdrawn. 

The  Count  de  Reus  says  that  this  protection  is  exercised  for  conquered  persons 
and  those  who  are  in  danger,  but  that  it  is  not  admissible  for  people  arriving 
from  abroad  with  intentions  hostile  to  the  established  government,  and  with  which 
the  allies  have  opened  negotiations. 

The  admiral  answers  that  General  Almonte,  who  shared  the  opinion  generally 
prevalent  in  Europe  that  war  was  being  carried  on  in  Mexico,  had  come  there, 
not  with  hostile  intentions,  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  a  spirit  quite  pacific  and 
conciliatory,  in  order  to  inculcate  concord  in  the  different  parties,  to  which  his 
antecedents  already  recommended  him;  to  explain  to  his  countrymen  the  benev- 
olent views  of  Europe  towards  them,  and  to  avoid  every  misunderstanding — a 
mission  for  which  he  was  rendered  fit  by  the  posts  which  he  had  so  honorably 
occupied,  by  his  relations  with,  and  the  esteem  of,  the  Emporer ;  that  the  rea- 
sons which  the  Count  de  Reus  had  given,  in  support  of  his  opinion,  on  the 
impossibility  of  establishing  monarchy  in  Mexico,  appeared  to  him,  on  the  con- 
trary, favorable  to  this  radical  change  of  institutions,  since  those  adopted  by 
Mexico  had  only  made  her  the  prey  of  continual  revolutions,  and  led  her  to  the 
deplorable  State  to  which  she  is  at  present. 

To  this  Sir  Charles  Wyke  replies  that  he  considers  it  strange  that  General 
Almonte  should  speak  in  the  name  of  the  three  allied  powers,  for  he  does  not 
bear  any  representative  character  from  England  and  Spain,  and  is  in  no  way  the 
interpreter  of  the  convention  of  London. 

Admiral  Jurien  does  not  think  that  General  Almonte  has  ever  manifested  such 
pretensions,  and  the  Count  de  Reus  reports  again  the  conversation  which  he  had 
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with  General  Almonte  at  Vera  Cruz,  adding  that  the  latter  then  alleged  that 
he  had  offered  the  Mexican  throne,  in  the  name  of  his  fellow-countrymen,  to  the 
Archduke  Maximilian,  who  seemed  disposed  to  accept  it. 

This  declaration,  made  to  the  plenipotentiary  of  the  Queen,  commauder-in- 
chief  of  the  Spanish  forces,  as  well  as  to  Commodore  Dunlop,  could  not  pass  as  a 
simple  conversation,  and  as  nothing  was  more  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  his  instruc- 
tions, it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  co-operate  for  the  success  of  like  projects. 

The  Enghsh  commissioners  entirely  share  the  opinion  of  their  Spanish 
collea^ie. 

M.  de  Saligny  insists,  on  this  point,  that  it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  the  real 
and  principle  object  of  the  convention  was  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  the  outrages 
heaped  on  foreigners  by  the  Mexican  government,  and  to  enforce  its  obser\'ance 
of  treaties ;  that  the  temporizing  and  conciliatory  system  hitherto  pursued  was 
condemned  by  what  was  daily  occuning,  inasmuch  as  the  reign  of  extortions, 
tyranny,  and  violence  had  been  made  doubly  oppressive,  and  rendered  the  situa- 
tion of  foreigners  quite  intolerable;  that  proofs  of  this  were  continually  afforded 
by  complaints  daily  sent  in  to  him  that  the  attitude  of  the  allied  forces  appeared 
to  have  stimulated  the  government  to  redoubled  audacity ;  that  for  his  part  he 
formally  declared  that  he  would  not  treat  with  that  government,  and  that  his 
well  matured  opinion  was  that  it  was  necessary  to  march  upon  Mexico. 

The  Count  de  Reus  thinks  that  what  M.  de  Saligny  has  juj't  said  unjust,  and 
Sir  C.  Wyke  supports  this  opinion.  If  the  Mexican  government  hesitated  some 
time  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  allies,  it  was  because  it  could  not  consider  at  first 
in  the  light  of  friends  the  three  powers  who  occupied  the  port  whence  it  drew 
all  its  resources ;  but  after  more  er  less  hesitation  its  resolutions  have  always 
been  satisfactory. 

There  was,  however,  a  moment  when  the  plenipotentiaries  of  England  and 
Spain  thought  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  change  their  attitude  towards  the 
government  of  Mexico ;  they  wrote  in  this  sense  to  M.  de  Saligny  and  to  Ad- 
miral Jurien,  and  they  acted  upon  the  assurance  given  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke  in 
a  letter  from  Mexico,  that  the  tax  of  two  per  cent,  continued  to  be  exacted  from 
foreigners,  and  on  the  threat  made  by  M.  Doblado  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to 
the  Count  de  Reus  to  interrupt  anew  the  communications  between  Vera  Cruz 
and  the  interior,  if  the  custom-house  was  not  restored  to  the  Mexican  authorities. 

Some  days  after  the  Mexican  ministers,  Senor  Gonzales  Echeverria  and  Don  , 
Jesus  Teran,  furnished  with  full  powers,  arrived  at  Oriziba,  listened  to  the  com- 
plaint:«  of  the  English  and  Spanish  commissioners,  renounced,  after  making 
great  difficulties,  the  levying  of  two  per  cent,  on  foreigners,  promised  the  with- 
drawal of  the  decree  interrupting  the  communications  between  Vera  Cruz  and 
the  interior,  and  made  known  the  intention  of  the  government  to  comply  with 
all  the  just  claims  of  the  allied  powers.  If  these  promises  were  not  kept,  when 
the  day  camfe  it  would  be  time  enough  then  to  declare  war ;  but  it  must  not  be 
done  from  futile  motives,  which  would  not  be  justified  before  the  grand  tribunal 
of  the  civilized  world. 

Why,  adds  the  Count  de  Reus,  do  the  French  commissioners  refuse  to  believe 
these  solemn  promises  ?  Why  will  they  not  consent  to  put  the  sincerity  of  the 
Mexican  government  to  the  proof  when  they  had  only  six  days  to  wait  ? 

The  Count  de  Saligny  maintains  his  opinion  and  assumes  all  the  responsi- 
bility ;  his  opinion  is  founded  on  the  grievances,  every  day  more  numerous,  of 
which  his  countrymen  complain  constantly,  as  well  as  the  Spaniards,  from  whom 
he  has  received  (he  does  not  know  why)  a  great  number  of  claims  which  should 
have  been  addressed  to  the  Count  de  Reus,  and  which  will  be  remitted  to  him 
by  his  colleague  as  soon  as  he  can  open  the  packet  of  papers  in  which  they  are. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  is  astonished  that  the  news  of  these  vexatious  proceedings 
should  not  have  reached  him,  and  asks  of  what  nature  they  are,  and  against 
whom  they  have  been  committed.     M.  de  Saligny  answers  that  French  subjects 


106  PRESENT   CONDITION   OF    MEXICO. 

have  naturally  not  gone  to  the  British  legation  in  order  to  make  known  their 
claims. 

Sir  Charles  Wjke  desires  to  know  if  it  is  true  that  M.  de  Saligny  had  said 
that  he  considered  the  preliminaries  as  of  no  more  value  than  the  paper  on 
which  they  were  written,  and  the  latter  answers  that  he  never  could  have  had 
the  least  confidence  in  what  emanated  from  the  government  of  Mexico,  neither 
in  the  preliminaries  nor  in  its  other  engagements. 

Commodore  Dunlop  asks  M.  de  Saligny  why  he  put  his  signature  to  them, 
and  how  it  happens  that  he  does  not  consider  himself  bound. 

To  this  the  French  conunissioner  answers  that  he  has  no  explanations  to  give 
to  the  conference  respecting  the  motives  which  prompted  him  to  sign  the  pre- 
liminaries, but  that  he  should  have  thought  himself  solemnly  bound  by  his  sig- 
nature if  the  government  of  Mexico  had  not  taken  care  to  nullify,  in  a  thousand 
ways,  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad. 

The  Count  de  Reus  then  questions  M.  de  Saligny  respecting  a  personal  trans- 
action. The  latter  appears  to  have  said  to  Colonel  Menduina,  governor  of  Vera 
Cruz,  and  to  M.  Cortez,  consul  for  Spain  in  the  port,  that  the  Count  de  Reus  only 
found  fault  with  the  projects  of  Mexican  monarchy  in  favor  of  the  archduke  be- 
cause he  himself  aspired  to  get  crowned  emperor  of  Mexico ;  and  he  appears 
even  to  have  declared  that  he  possessed  proofs  of  this.  The  Count  de  Reus  ex- 
claims loudly  against  such  an  ai^sertiou,  and  summons  his  colleague  to  give  expla- 
nations on  the  subject,  adding  that  such  an  absurd  report  in  the  mouth  of  the 
public  would  not  have  possessed  any  importance,  but  that  coming  from  M.  de 
Saligny  it  acquired  a  serious  aspect;  and  that,  lastly,  if  proofs  existed  of  this 
he  insisted  on  their  production. 

The  French  commissioner  remembers,  it  is  true,  having  spoken  in  this  sense ; 
but  he  only  repeated  what  was  publicly  reported.  The  proofs  to  which  he  had 
alluded  were,  in  the  first  place,  a  letter,  seen  also  by  the  admiral,  written  by  a 
person  altogether  a  partisan  of  his  candidature  to  the  throne  of  Mexico ;  in  the 
second  place,  the  insinuations  which  might  make  it  supposed  that  the  Emperor 
was  favorable  to  this  project ;  lastly,  the  articles  of  the  journal  U Echo  de  Eu- 
ropa,  to  which  M.  de  Saligny  would  not  have  attached  the  slightest  imporUiuce 
if  his  excellency  the  Count  de  Reus  had  not  declared  before  the  conference  at 
Vera  Cruz  that  this  journal  did  not  venture  to  print  a  single  word  without 
having  received  the  previous  approbation  of  his  excellency. 

M.  de  Saligny  remembers  also  that  a  word  of  the  Count  de  Reus  had  forcibly 
struck  him.  He  appears  to  have  said  to  him  that  the  candidature  of  an  Austrian 
prince  for  Mexico  was  absurd ;  that  perhaps  there  might  be  some  chance  for  a 
soldier  of  fortune. 

The  Count  de  Reus  declares  that  he  alluded  to  a  Mexican  soldier  of  fortune ; 
that  he  had  never  authorized  anybody  to  attribute  to  him  such  a  senseless  pro- 
ject, nor  to  support  it;  that  it  is  very  tnie  that  UEcho  de  Europa  printed  ab- 
solutely nothing  without  his  approval ;  but  that  nothing  would  be  found  there 
relating  to  his  being  a  candidate  for  the  throne  of  Mexico.  He  is  severely  hurt 
by  these  suppositions ;  if  Mexico  were  offered  to  him  with  all  its  riches,  he 
would  not  take  it  at  any  price,  for  he  infinitely  prefers  the  position  which  he  has 
made  for  himself  in  Spain.  The  treasures  which  he  appreciates  above  every- 
thing, and  which  suffice  for  his  ambition,  are  the  good  will  of  his  sovereign  and 
the  esteem  of  his  fellow-countrymen. 

On  the  observation  of  the  French  commissioners,  that  there  was  nothing  in 
all  this  painful  to  the  feelings  of  the  Count  de  Reus,  the  latter  replies  that  it 
was  doing  injury  to  his  well-known  loyalty  to  suppose  that  he  harbored  in  secret 
such  projects. 

The  Count  de  Reus  desires  to  return  to  the  principal  object  of  the  conference; 
that  is  to  say,  that  it  should  be  decided  if  all  the  commissioners  should  continue 
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to  act  in  concert,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  convention  of  London,  or  if  his 
French  colleagues  were  going  to  adopt  another  line  of  conduct. 

These  latter  answer  that  they  will  continue  tq  conform  scrupulously  to  the 
convention  of  London,  but  that  they  will  act  in  virtue  of  the  interpretation 
which  they  find  the  best,  as  is  their  right  and  their  duty. 

The  secretary  of  the  Spanish  mission  read  a  note  of  M.  Doblado,  demanding 
the  re-embarkation  of  General  Ahnonte  and  his  companions. 

Admiral  Jurien  read  the  answer  of  the  French  commissioners,  who  cannot 
comply  with  the  demand  of  the  Mexican  government. 

The  commissioners  of  England  and  Spain  do  not  approve  of  the  draft  sub- 
mitted by  the  admiral  to  their  approbation. 

Admiral  Jurien  declares  that  he  has  never  seen  in  any  country  of  the  world 
the  system  of  terror  weighing  on  the  population,  and  keeping  them  under  a 
yoke  of  iron,  which  he  has  seen  in  Mexico.  It  is  oppression  in  its  most  odious 
shape,  tearing  a  father  from  his  children,  a  son  from  his  family  under  the  most 
futile  pretext,  arbitrarily  despoiling  owners  of  their  property,  and  stifling  the 
most  timid  manifestations  of  public  opinion. 

He  cites,  among  other  instances,  the  dismissal  of  General  Uraya,  and  the 
arrest  of  General  Conobio,  who  was  on  the  point  of  being  shot,  for  having  had 
very  trifling  relations  with  the  allies  while  the  negotiations  were  being  still 
carried  on. 

M.  dc  Saligny  supports  what  his  colleague  has  just  said. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  is  of  a  contrary  opinion.  He  thinks  that  a  majority  are 
fiftvorable  to  the  present  government,  and  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  parti- 
sans of  a  monarchy. 

Admiral  Jurien  puts  aside  any  projects  with  respect  to  the  Archduke  Maxi- 
milian. There  is  no  question  at  present  of  a  monarchy ;  that  is  a  contingency 
only  of  which  there  should  be  no  question  until  after  the  consideration  of  the 
urgent  necessity  that  the  country  should  have  a  moral  and  respected  govern- 
ment, which  shall  not  smother  by  systematic  oppression  the  free  expression  of 
die  desires  of  the  intelligent  and  moderate  part  of  the  nation. 

This  majority  exists,  but  it  takes  care  not  to  show  itself  and  manifest  its 
opinion,  for  it  has  possibly  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  allied  commissioners 
were  hostile  to  it. 

Count  de  Reus  replies  that  there  was  no  reason  to  attribute  to  them  any  such 
hostility.  At  Havana  he  declared  to  General  Miramon,  Dr.  Miranda,  and  to  an 
accredited  agent  of  Marquez  and  Zuloaga,  his  intention  of  treating  with  the 
government  established  at  Mexico,  and  not  with  guerillas ;  he  told  them  plainly 
that  those  guerillas  had  only  to  go  speedily  into  Mexico  and  constitute  them- 
selves into  a  government,  and  that  then  they  would  be  treated  with ;  that  would 
have  been  easy  for  them,  since  all  the  forces  of  President  Juarez  were  then  on 
the  coast  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Admiral  Jurien  thinks  that  the  persons  really  deserving  any  sympathy  are 
those  who,  without  belonging  to  the  old  division  of  extreme  parties,  without 
being  in  arms,  can  be  found  everywhere  in  the  capital,  in  the  towns,  in  the  coun- 
try districts,  groaning  under  oppression,  not  daring  to  breathe,  but  sincerely 
desiring  order  and  tranquillity ;  this  party,  which  desires  our  support,  we  shall 
find  everywhere  the  day  that  it  is  at  liberty  to  declare  its  true  feelings.  The 
government  of  the  Emperor,  well  informed  on  this  point,  wishes,  in  consequence, 
to  march  on  Mexico,  and  such  is  the  determination  of  the  French  commissioner. 

M.  de  Saligny  says  that  his  countrymen  groan  also  under  this  oppression,  and 
that  he  has  received  several  petitions  requesting  the  speedy  march  of  the  French 
troops  upon  Mexico,  which  they  consider  to  be  their  only  means  of  safety,  and 
the  only  remedy  for  the  evils  from  which  they  suffer,  ana  to  prevent  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  ruin. 
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Commodore  Dunlop  thinks  that  the  French  residing  at  Mexico  would  s( 
with  great  displeasure  the  march  of  the  French  army  upon  the  capital. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  thinks  that  amongst  the  persons  who  direct  the  affairs  ( 
the  government  of  the  Mexican  republic  there  are  distinguished  members  of  th 
true  moderate  party,  and  that  the  line  of  conduct  hitherto  pursued  by  the  allie 
commissioners  was  the  best  fitted  to  consolidate  a  government  that  was  accepte 
by  every  one. 

The  English  and  Spanish  commissioners  think  that  it  is  impossible  to  agrc 
if  their  colleagues  do  not  act  strictly  according  to  the  convention  of  London  an 
the  preliminaries  of  Soledad. 

M.  de  Saligny  replies  that  if  there  is  any  infraction  of  the  preliminaries  it  i 
not  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners,  but  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  govemmei 
itself. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  again  refers  to  the  convention  of  London,  and  Count  d 
Reus  reads  the  reply  of  M.  Billault  to  the  questions  addressed  to  him  by  M.  d 
Boissy  in  the  senate  upon  the  affairs  of  Mexico.  The  substance  of  this  repl 
is,  that  the  convention  of  London  determines  the  line  of  conduct  for  the  allie 
powers. 

Count  de  Reus  maintains  the  right  of  the  Mexicans  to  oppose  any  alteratio 
of  their  institutions  which  it  might  be  attempted  to  impose  on  them. 

The  admiral  declares  that  he  feels  no  sympathy  for  a  government  to  whic 
we  came  to  preach  peace  and  conciliation,  and  which  only  recognizes  our  coi 
ciliatory  attitude  towards  it  by  allowing  sanguinary  executions  and  publishin 
edicts  of  proscription. 

The  English  and  Spanish  commissioners  declare  that  they  cannot  agree  wit 
their  colleagues  of  France,  if  the  admiral  persists  in  carrying  out  his  retrograd 
movement ;  and  they  strongly  attack  that  determination,  which  they  consider  t 
be  contrary  to  reciprocal  engagements. 

The  admiral  replies  that  armistices  can  always  be  declared  terminated  by  on 
of  the  parties.  **I  am  bound,"  he  says,  "to  retire  in  case  of  rupture,  but  t 
nothing  more.  I  now  find  the  rupture  fully  justified,  and  I  retire  ;  my  resoli 
tion  does  not  in  any  way  bind  my  colleagues,  but  it  is  in  accordance  with  m 
interpretation  of  the  convention,  and  I  assume  all  the  responsibility  of  it  toward 
my  colleagues,  my  government,  and  the  whole  world." 

The  Count  de  Reus  says  that  there  can  be  no  armistice  where  there  has  bee 
no  war;  and  M.  de  ijaligny  replies  that  there  had  been  war  from  the  momei 
that  Vera  Cruz  had  been  occupied. 

He  repeats  that  he  considers  the  march  of  the  troops  upon  Mexico  as  indii 
pensable  to  the  security  of  his  countrymen,  eveiy  day  the  victims  of  detestabl 
outrage,  and  declares  once  more  his  unalterable  resolution  to  treat  no  more  wit 
the  government  of  President  Juarez. 

The  English  and  Spanish  commissioners  reply  that  they  are  unaware  of  an; 
motive  that  could  justify  this  resolution ;  that  they  were  not  in  a  position  t 
accept  the  reply  addressed  by  the  French  commissioners  to  M.  Doblado,  ani 
could  not  affix  their  signatures  thereto. 

They  declare  that  if  their  colleagues  of  France  persist  in  opposing  the  removi 
of  the  Mexican  exiles,  and  in  refusing  to  take  part  in  the  conferences  which  wer 
to  take  place  at  Orizaba  on  the  15th  of  April,  they  will  retire,  together  wit 
their  troops,  from  Mexican  territory,  considering  this  line  of  action  as  a  violi 
tion  of  the  convention  of  London  and  of  the  preliminaries  of  Soledad. 

Admiral  Jurien  then  says,  that  whichever  of  the  three  powers  remains  i 
Mexico  w^ill  be  able  to  act  in  the  interest  of  the  allies ;  and  the  English  an 
Spanish  commissioners  reply  that  it  belongs  to  their  governments  alone  to  decid 
this  question,  and  that  as  for  themselves  they  are  not  authorized  to  accept  th 
offer. 

They  then  discuss  the  manner  of,  and  the  period  for,  the  evacuation  of  tl 
territory  by  the  Spanish  and  English  forces. 
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Commodore  Dunlop  thinks  that  the  French  residing  at  Mexico  would  see 
with  great  displeasure  the  march  of  the  French  army  upon  the  capital. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  thinks  that  amongst  the  persons  who  direct  the  affairs  of 
the  government  of  the  Mexican  republic  there  are  distinguished  members  of  the 
true  moderate  party,  and  that  the  line  of  conduct  hitherto  pursued  by  the  allied 
commissioners  was  the  best  fitted  to  consolidate  a  government  that  was  accepted 
by  every  one. 

The  English  and  Spanish  commissioners  think  that  it  is  impossible  to  agree 
if  their  colleagues  do  not  act  strictly  according  to  the  convention  of  London  and 
the  preliminaries  of  Soledad. 

M.  de  Saligny  replies  that  if  there  is  any  infraction  of  the  preliminaries  it  is 
not  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners,  but  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  government 
itself. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  again  refers  to  the  convention  of  London,  and  Count  de 
Reus  reads  the  reply  of  M.  Billault  to  the  questions  addressed  to  him  by  M.  de 
Boissy  in  the  senate  upon  the  affairs  of  Mexico.  The  substance  of  this  reply 
is,  that  the  convention  of  London  determines  the  line  of  conduct  for  the  allied 
powers. 

Count  de  Reus  maintains  the  right  of  the  Mexicans  to  oppose  any  alteration 
of  their  institutions  which  it  might  be  attempted  to  impose  on  them. 

The  admiral  declares  that  he  feels  no  sympathy  for  a  government  to  which 
we  came  to  preach  peace  and  conciliation,  and  which  only  recognizes  our  con- 
ciliatory attitude  towards  it  by  allowing  sanguinary  executions  and  publishing 
edicts  of  proscription. 

The  English  and  Spanish  commissioners  declare  that  they  cannot  agree  with 
their  colleagues  of  France,  if  the  admiral  persists  in  carrying  out  his  retrograde 
movement ;  and  they  strongly  attack  that  determination,  which  they  consider  to 
be  contrary  to  reciprocal  engagements. 

The  admiral  replies  that  armistices  can  always  be  declared  terminated  by  one 
of  the  parties.  "I  am  bound,"  he  says,  "to  retire  in  case  of  rupture,  but  to 
nothing  more.  I  now  find  the  rupture  fully  justified,  and  I  retire ;  my  resolu- 
tion does  not  in  any  way  bind  my  colleagues,  but  it  is  in  accordance  with  my 
interpretation  of  the  convention,  and  I  assume  all  the  responsibility  of  it  towards 
my  colleagues,  my  government,  and  the  whole  world." 

The  Count  de  Reus  says  that  there  can  be  no  armistice  where  there  has  been 
no  war;  and  M.  de  oaligny  replies  that  there  had  been  war  from  the  moment 
that  Vera  Cruz  had  been  occupied. 

He  repeats  that  he  considers  the  march  of  the  troops  upon  Mexico  as  indis- 
pensable to  the  security  of  his  countrymen,  every  day  the  victims  of  detestable 
outrage,  and  declares  once  more  his  unalterable  resolution  to  treat  no  more  with 
the  government  of  President  Juarez. 

The  English  and  Spanish  commissioners  reply  that  they  are  unaware  of  any 
motive  that  could  justify  this  resolution ;  that  they  were  not  in  a  position  to 
accept  the  reply  addressed  by  the  French  commissioners  to  M.  Doblado,  and 
could  not  affix  their  signatures  thereto. 

They  declare  that  if  their  colleagues  of  France  persist  in  opposing  the  removal 
of  the  Mexican  exiles,  and  in  refusing  to  take  part  in  the  conferences  which  were 
to  take  place  at  Orizaba  on  the  15th  of  April,  they  will  retire,  together  with 
their  troops,  from  Mexican  territor}^  considering  this  line  of  action  as  a  viola- 
tion of  the  convention  of  London  and  of  the  preliminaries  of  Soledad. 

Admiral  Jurien  then  says,  that  whichever  of  the  three  powers  remains  in 
Mexico  will  be  able  to  act  in  the  interest  of  the  allies;  and  the  English  and 
Spanish  commissioners  reply  that  it  belongs  to  their  governments  alone  to  decide 
this  question,  and  that  as  for  themselves  they  are  not  authorized  to  accept  this 
offer. 

They  then  discuss  the  manner  of,  and  the  period  for,  the  evacuation  of  the 
territory  by  the  Spanish  and  English  forces. 
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Admiral  Jurien  offers  the  yessels  at  his  disposal  to  aid  in  the  transport  of  ii^e 
Spanish  troops. 

The  Count  de  Reus  does  not  think  proper  to  accept  this  offer,  as  all  the 
necessary  material  will  be  sent  to  him  from  Havana ;  and  if  necessary  he  will 
avail  himself  of  the  English  vessels  placed  at  his  dispdsal  by  Commodore 
Dunlop. 

Notice  of  the  resolutions  adopted  is  given,  during  the  sitting,  to  the  govera- 
ment  of  Mexico  and  to  General  Zaragoza. 

This  proces  verbal  has  been  read  in  the  presence  of  their  excellencies  Sir 
Charles  Lennox  Wyke,  the  Count  de  Reus,  Admiral  Jurien,  and  Commodore 
Dunlop,  (the  Count  de  Saligny  being  absent  in  consequence  of  indisposition,) 
and  they  have  found  it  correct  and  approved  it. 

JUAN  ANTO.  LOPEZ  DE  CEBALLOS, 
Secretary  of  the  Mission  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty. 
COUNT  A.  DE  LA  LONDE, 

Secretary  of  the   Legation  of  France. 
JOHN  WALSHAM, 

Acting  Secretary  of  her  Majesty* s  Legation, 
Orizaba,  April  11,  1862. 

Washington,  June  18,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  4. 
Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C,  Wyke. 


Foreign  Office,  May  22,  1862. 

Mv  Lord  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration 
joor  despatch,  dated  from  Orizaba,  the  11th  of  April,  your  former  despatches 
relating  to  General  Almonte,  and  especially  the  proces  verbal  of  the  conference 
held  at  Orizaba  on  the  9th  of  April. 

Her  Majesty's  government  regret  to  find  that  the  hope  of  agreement  between 
the  commissioners  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  France 
on  the  other,  was  completely  extinguished,  and  that  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gra- 
Ti^re  and  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  had  determined  to  march  on  Mexico,  while 
Tou  and  Greneral  Prim  were  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  reason  for  refusing  to 
meet  the  Mexican  commissioners  in  the  conference  which  had  been  fixed  to  meet 
St  Orizaba  on  the  15th  of  April. 

The  differences  of  opinion  among  the  commissioners  appear  to  have  turned 
ehiefly  on  two  points.  The  first  of  these  related  to  the  protection  given  to 
General  Almonte  by  the  French  army,  and  the  demand  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment that  he  shoula  be  sent  back  to  France.  The  second  point  of  difference  is 
thus  stated  by  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  in  the  conference  of  the  9th  of  April : 

"M.  de  Saligny  insists  on  this  point,  that  it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  the 
real  and  principal  object  of  the  convention  was  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  the 
outrages  heaped  on  foreigners  by  the  Mexican  government  and  to  enforce  its 
ob8er\-ance  of  treaties ;  that  the  temporizing  and  conciliatory  system  hitherto 
pursued  was  condemned  by  what  was  daily  occurring,  inasmuch  as  the  reign  of 
extortion,  tyranny,  and  violence  had  been  made  doubly  oppressive,  and  had  ren- 
dered the  situation  of  foreigners  quite  intolerable ;  that  proofs  of  this  were  con- 
tinually afforded  by  the  complaints  daily  sent  in  to  him ;  that  the  attitude  of 
the  allied  forces  appeared  to  have  stimulated  the  government  to  redoubled  an- 


110  PRESENT    CONDITION    OF     MEXICO. 

d^city ;  that,  for  his  part,  he  formally  declared  that  he  would  not  treat  Mrith  tha 
government;  and  that  his  well-matured  opinion  was  that  it  was  necessary  t 
march  upon  Mexico." 

Her  Majesty's  government  approve  of  your  conduct  on  both  those  points 
They  consider  that  the  presence  of  General  Almonte  in  Mexico,  under  the  p^ 
tection  of  the  French  army,  might  fairly  be  considered  as  a  provocation  to  civi 
war,  and  her  Majesty's  government  could  not  have  approved  of  a  measure  ha"v 
ing  that  tendency ;  for  at  that  time  the  government  of  Mexico  was  a  govemmen 
with  which  the  allies  were  conducting  negotiations  with  a  view  to  a  peacefu 
settlement  of  their  differences. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  also  of  opinion  that  you  acted  rightly  wher 
in  answer  to  M.  de  Saligny's  declaration  of  his  unchangeable  resolution  not  t 
treat  with  the  government  of  President  Juarez,  you  refused  to  affix  your  signa 
ture  to  the  answer  addressed  by  the  French  commissioners  to  General  Dobladc 
and  thereby  broke  up  the  conference  and  put  an  end  to  the  joint  action  of  th 
three  powers. 

Her  Majesty's  govemmnet  greatly  regret  that  the  co-operation  with  France 
should  cease,  and  they  regret,  above  all,  that  the  hope  of  the  fulfilment  of  th 
objects  of  the  convention  of  October  31,  which  might  have  been  attained  befon 
the  end  of  April  had  the  conference  met  on  the  l»5th,  should  thus  have  beei 
abandoned. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  deter 
mination  you  took.  They  concur  in  the  opinions  given  by  General  Prim,  anc 
are  happy  to  find  that  the  conduct  of  the  representative  of  her  Catholic  Majestj 
has  been  approved  by  the  government  of  Spain. 

Nor  is  there  any  reason  to  regret  the  course  taken  by  her  Majesty's  govern 
ment.  Had  they  delayed  asking  redress  from  the  government  of  Mexico  for  the 
wrongs  of  British  subjects,  they  would  have  given  rise  to  just  complaints  fron 
those  who  are  entitled  to  her  Majesty's  protection.  Had  they  pursued  theu 
own  course  separately,  and  refused  to  act  with  France  and  Spain,  they  woulc 
have  produced  irritating  and  unsatisfactory  relations,  perhaps  collisions,  be 
tween  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  three  great  European  powers.  Ha( 
they,  on  the  other  hand,  evinced  an  insurmountable  repugnance  to  treat  witl 
President  Juarez,  they  would  have  been  wanting  in  due  regard  to  the  independ 
ence  of  the  Mexican  people. 

Had  her  Majesty's  government,  therefore,  taken  any  other  course  than  tha 
which  was  adopted,  they  would  have  incurred  the  risk  of  evils  greater  evei 
than  the  separation  which  has  now  occurred. 

You  will  understand  that  while  her  Majesty's  government  lament  the  course 
taken  by  the  commissioners  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  nothing  has  oc 
curred  to  impair  the  friendly  relations  which   continue  to  subsist  between  th« 
two  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 

Washington,  June  18,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero. 


Department  of  State, 
Washington,  June  21,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  interesting  com 
mnnications  of  the  2d,  8th,  and  18th  June  instant,  with  their  several  enclosures 
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which,  together  with  other  documents  rehiting  to  the  present  condition  of  affairs 
in  Mexico,  will  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  with  the  treaty 
recently  negotiated  by  Mr.  Cor  win  with  the  republic  of  Mexico. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Don  Matias  Romero,  ifc.,  Sfc.,  ^c. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 


Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washingtouj  June  28,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  the 
official  correspondence  of  my  government  for  the  month  of  May  last  past,  in 
i-hich  I  find  authentic  and  detailed  statements  of  the  events  which  fook  place 
in  the  Mexican  republic  in  that  month,  in  consequence  of  the  French  invasion, 
which  statements  I  think  proper  to  communicate  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  because  of  the  interest  and  transcendant  importance  which  I 
consider  the  events  of  which  Mexico  is  now  becoming  the  theatre  will  have  not 
only  in  this  country  but  throughout  the  American  continent. 

When  the  Mexican  government  concluded  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
allied  powers  the  convention  of  La  Soledad,  it  was  believed  that  the  questions 
pending  between  the  said  powers  and  the  Mexican  republic  would  be  pacifically 
arranged,  and  that  consequently  no  rupture  would  take  place.  So  firm  was  the 
conviction  entertained  by  it  of  this — a  conviction  which  the  French  plenipoten- 
tiaries were  not  those  who  did  the  least  to  inculcate — that  soon  after  the  signing 
of  said  preliminaries,  it  withdrew  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  which  it  had 
already  gathered  near  Vera  Cruz,  and  which  amounted  to  nearly  16,000  men, 
sending  one  portion  of  this  force  in  pursuit  of  the  armed  bands  of  marauders,  who, 
'  since  then,  have  joined  with  the  French,  and  the  other  part  to  their  respective 
States.  At  all  events,  it  believed,  and  ought  to  have  believed  so,  because  it  was 
not  possible  to  imagine  that  the  French  plenipotentiaries  and  the  general-in-chief 
of  the  French  forces  would  in  so  short  time  have  fallen  from  their  word  of  honor 
and  the  engagements  they  had  made  in  the  name  of  France,  that,  if  war  were 
declared,  it  should  not  be  until  after  the  negotiations  had  been  opened,  and  been 
followed  up  hi  good  faith  to  the  exhaustion  of  conciliatory  and  pacific  measures, 
which  made  it  certain  that,  in  case  of  coming  to  hostilities,  they  would  not  begin 
until  the  end  of  April  or  beginning  of  May,  because  the  negotiations  were  to  be 
opened  on  the  loth  day  of  the  first  of  said  two  months. 

The  French  commissioners,  who  have  shown  on  more  than  one  occasion  that 
they  do  not  stop  for  any  consideration,  however  sacred,  from  seizing  military  ad« 
vantages  which,  otherwise,  they  could  not  attain  but  at  the  cost  of  a  battle  of 
doubtful  issue,  hastened  to  break  out  into  hostilities  before  the  day  should  come 
on  which  the  negotiations  were  to  be  opened  which  they  had  engaged  to  enter 
upon,  intending  to  avail  themselves  of  the  moment  when  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment was  unprepared,  and  thinking  they  would  reach  the  capital  without  en- 
countering serious  opposition. 

This  conflideration  was  that  which  decided  them  to  proceed  without  any  kind 
of  scruple,  and  to  disregard  every  observance  not  only  towards  the  country 
they  were  invading  in  vandal  manner,  but  also  towards  the  nations  their  allies, 
with  whom   they  had   contracted   solemn  engagements  by  means  of  public 
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treaties,  which  they  have  not  hesitated  to  break  while  protesting  to  give  to 
them  their  true  construction. 

This  explains  why  they  did  not  go  back  to  Paso  Ancho,  as  they  were  so  for- 
mally bound  to  do,  and  why  they  marched  with  such  precipitation  from  Orizaba 
for  the  interior  iu  the  direction  of  Mexico. 

There  is  yet  more;  they  committed  another  unheard-of  irregularity,  deserv- 
ing stronger  qualification.  In  order  to  provide  themselves  with  means  of  trans- 
portation, of  which  they  were  in  absolute  need,  and  imperatively  wanted  to  move 
on  with,  they  feigned  to  assent  to  the  proposals  to  the  Mexican  government  in 
order  to  have  the  custom-house  at  Vera  Cruz  put  in  their  hands,  having  for  ob- 
ject by  such  assent,  to  allow  to  merchants  to  send  their  carts  and  other  means  of 
transportation  to  take  goods  from  Vera  Cruz  into  the  interior,  and  when  such  ve- 
hicles reached  them,  they  were  detained,  to  be  used  for  carrying  their  provisions 
and  munitions,  and  prevented  the  return  of  the  custom-house. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  after  having  assailed  a  party  of  Mexican  troops  who 
were  escorting  a  distinguished  lady,  the  French  army  reached  the  Cumbres  of 
Acultzingo,  the  first  point  selected  for  the  Mexican  troops  to  oppose  the  invaders. 
It  was  not  the  object  of  the  general-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the  republic  there  to 
dispute  the  passage  of  the  French,  because  he  had  not  force  enough  for  that, 
and  he  proposed  only  to  cause  them  some  losses.  The  result  would,  without 
doubt,  have  exceeded  the  expectations  of  the  commander  of  the  Mexican  forces, 
if  General  Arteaga,  who  commanded  the  division  which  occupied  the  Cumbres, 
had  not  received  a  wound  which  caused  his  subordinates  to  begin  a  retreat, 
which  had  beforehand  been  determined  and  arranged.  Among  the  documents 
I  remit,  with  the  index  annexed,  (No.  3,)  will  be  found  the  official  report  which 
General  Zaragoza  gave  of  the  action  of  the  Cumbres  de  Acultzingo. 

This  slight  obstacle  overcome,  the  French  army,  to  the  number  of  five  thou- 
sand men,  continued  rapidly  its  march  upon  the  city  of  Puebla.  General  Zaragoza 
gathered  at  that  place  force  sufficient  to  offer  battle  to  the  enemy,  and  although 
inferior  to  them  in  numbers,  completed  in  one  day  a  slight  fortification,  and  on 
the  memorable  5th  of  May  the  IVench  came  in  sight  of  the  city,  and  after  hav- 
ing rested  an  hour  attacked  the  Mexican  force.  Providence  pleased  to  give 
the  victory  to  the  arms  of  the  republic,. to  the  tumble  soldiers  who,  in  just  de- 
fence of  those  liberties  and  rights,  atrociously  outraged,  fought  with  the  .heroism 
and  firmness  worthy  of  the  holy  cause  which  they  so  stoutly  defended.  Three 
times  the  French  charged  our  entrenchments  with  ardor  and  bravery,  and  as 
often  were  they  compelled  to  fall  back  by  the  Mexican  soldiery,  who,  at  some 
points,  rallied  out  from  their  slight  defences  to  fight  in  the  open  field  hand  to 
hand  with  the  daring  invader.  Victory  at  length  crowned  tne  efforts  of  the 
patriots  who  defended  the  liberty  and  sovereignty  of  the  country,  its  honor,  its 
dignity,  its  independence,  and  whatever  is  dearest  to  man  on  earth.  After  a 
combat  of  I^yq  hours,  the  French  retired  beyond  the  range  of  fire  of  the  Mexican 
army,  and  continued  for  three  days  undecided  whether  to  return  to  the  attack 
or  fall  back  to  Orizaba.  On  the  Sth  General  Zaragoza  issued  from  his  intrench- 
ments  and  offered  battle  in  the  open  field  to  the  proud  invader  who  thought  to 
conquer  the  country  by  his  presence  alone,  and  boasted  of  making  a  triumphal 
march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  the  battle  in  array  was  avoided  by  the  French, 
who,  in  place  of  accepting  it,  retired  toward  Orizaba ;  thus  were  they  received 
in  the  city  from  which  they  counted  people  would  rally  forth  to  meet  them  under 
arches  of  triumph  as  saviors  of  the  country.  Under  Nos.  4,  5,  6,  7,  of  the 
documents  noted  in  the  index  annexed,  I  remit  four  official  papers  about  the 
battle  of  Puebla. 

In  this  battle  the  Mexican  aimy  took  various  prisoners,  and  collected  some  of 
the  woimded  French,  who  were  abandoned  by  their  countrymen,  in  the  Mexican 
camp.  Both  the  prisoners  and  the  wounded,  especially  the  last,  received  in  the 
hospitals  of  Puebla  all  the  attentions  compatible  with  their  respefctive  condi- 
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tions.  The  resident  French  subjects  in  that  city,  who  were  present,  witnesses  of 
this  good  treatment,  were  so  satisfied  with  it  that  they  addressed  to  the  governor 
of  the  State  a  vote  of  thanks  (document  No.  9  of  those  mentioned  in  the  an- 
nexed index)  "  for  the  noble  conduct  and  generous  treatment  observed  towards 
the  French  wounded  and  prisoners,  of  whose  feelings  of  gratitude  they  gave  aasur- 
tnce  they  were  faithful  inteipreters."  Thus  it  is  that  facts  belie,  in  the  face  of 
day,  and  plainly,  the  unheard  of  calumnies  by  which  the  general-in-chief  of  the 
French  force  sought  to  blacken  Mexico,  taking  as  a  pretext  for  marching  upon 
Orizaba,  without  fiedling  back  to  Paso  Ancho,  the  supposition  that  the  sick 
French  were  in  danger  who  had  been  left  in  that  city  under  the  safeguard  of 
the  Mexican  flag.  If  prisoners  taken  in  war,  unjust  and  without  cause,  were 
treated  with  such  care,  is  it  possible  even  to  imagine  that  an  attempt  would 
be  made  on  the  lives  of  invalids  at  Orizaba  under  the  guaranty  of  the  Mexican 
authorities,  and  to  whom  an  invisible  power  had  already  given  in  charge  to  pun- 
ish condignly  the  attempt  made  upon  the  sovereignty  of  an  independent  people, 
although,  for  that,  the  promoters  of  such  war  are  mainly  responsible  ? 

The  displays  of  magnanimity  and  consideration,  given  by  the  government  of 
Mexico  to  the  conquered,  do  not  stop  here.  The  minister  of  war,  in  his  communi- 
cation of  May  10,  addressed  to  General  Zaragoza,  (of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
remit  copy,  under  No.  11  of  the  annexed  documents,)  directed,  by  order  of  the 
president,  that  all  the  decorations  which,  in  the  heat  of  battle,  the  soldiers  of  the 
republic  had  taken  from  the  conquered,  should  be  restored  to  them  in  the  name  of 
the  army  of  the  east  and  of  the  Mexican  nation,  there  remaining  only  in  the  hands 
of  the  government  those  which  were  picked  up  on  the  field  of  battle,  or  taken 
from  soldiers  who  died  there.  With  such  generosity  the  Mexican  government, 
which  had  been  so  abuped  in  Europe,  treats  the  armed  Frenchmen  who  have  gone 
to  make  an  insane  war  upon  her,  trampling  upon  the  most  ordinary  principles  of 
the  law  of  nations. 

When  the  French  forces  had  got  to  Orizaba,  they  talked  of  uniting  to  them, 
It  their  invitation,  the  parties  of  pillagers  who,  without  any  flag  or  declaration 
of  political  principles,  had  been  plundering  the  settlements  of  the  republic  and 
committing  all  sorts  of  excesses,  offences,  and  outrages — bands  whom  the  French 
commissioners,  very  likely  in  •compliance  with  instructions  from  their  gov- 
ernment, have  called  **  the  sound  part  of  the  population,  tired  of  anarchy, 
ienrou9  €)f  a  good  government  and  a  majority  of  nine-tenths  oppressed  by  the 
other  tenth.**  Two  thousand  of  these  marauders  were  within  five  leagues  of 
Orizaba  when  they  were  encountered  by  an  equal  force  of  the  national  army, 
who,  under  the  orders  of  General  Tapia,  had  sallied  out  to  fight  the  traitors,  and 
prevent  their  incorporation  with  the  French.  Scarcely  had  they  joined  battle 
at  Barranca  Seca  tnan  two  thousand  French  came  up,  which  General  Lorencez 
Bent  to  aid  the  marauders  as  soon  as  he  knew  the  action  had  begun,  and  that 
his  allies  were  in  danger  of  not  reaching  the  French  camp.  Although  the  na- 
tkmal  forces  had  to  contend  with  double  their  number,  they  remained  in  the  field 
of  battle  until  night  came  to  put  an  end  to  the  bloody  strife,  and  the  remaining 
French,  united  with  what  was  left  of  the  traitors,  their  allies,  retired  to  Orizaba. 
I  am  very  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  send  to  you  the  official  report  made  by  Gen- 
enl  Tapia  of  the  battle  of  Barranca  Seca,  because  I  have  not  yet  received  it; 
but  accidentally  there  came  to  my  hands  that  of  the  leader  of  the  band  of  traitors, 
Leonardo  Marquez,  rendered  to  his  accomplice,  Juan  N.  Almonte,  which,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  the  aid  given  by  the  French  is  as  good  proof  as  any 
other  document  can  be.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  traitors  were  not  ready  to 
b^n  the  fight  alone,  and  that  what  Marquez  calls  a  victory  was  due  entirely  to 
the  arrival  and  assistance  of  the  French. 

It  was  reserved  to  Mr.  Saligny  and  General  Lorencez  to  humiliate  their  coun- 
try to  such  extreme  as  to  turn  it  into  the  ally  and  accomplice  of  the  marauders 
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of  the  highway  of  outcasts,  who  are  stained  with  every  kind  of  crime  against 
humanity. 

But,  excluding  these  considerations  about  the  humbled  dignity  of  France, 
which  are  no  concerns  of  mine,  I  would  confine  myself  to  noting  another  case, 
in  which  the  French  commissioners  to  Mexico  and  the  general-in-chief  of  the 
forces  of  that  nation  have  made  mockery  of  their  clearest  and  most  repeated 
protestations,  and  of  those  of  their  government,  to  attain  the  crooked  ends  they 
proposed  to  themselves  to  gain. 

Oil  the  different  occasions  when  the  said  commissioners  have  allowed  them- 
selves to  address  proclamations  to  the  Mexican  people  they  have  hypocritically 
said  they  were  not  going  to  mix  up  in  the  intestine  dissensions  of  Mexico.  In 
paragraph  2  of  the  manifesto  which  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  three  powers 
issued  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  10th  of  January  of  the  present  year,  and  of  which  I 
remitted  a  copy  with  my  note  of  16th  of  Februaiy  following,  the  following  lan- 
guage may  be  read : 

**  They  deceive  you  who  tell  you  to  believe  that  behind  our  pretensions, 
equally  just  and  legitimate,  lurk  plans  of  conquest  and  of  restorations,  and  of 
interventions  in  your  political  affairs,  or  in  your  government." 

In  another  proclamation,  which  the  French  plenipotentiaries  issued  from  Cor- 
dova on  the  16th  April  last,  and  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  send  a  copy  to 
your  department.  No.  6  of  the  documents  annexed  to  my  note  of  the  10th  May 
following,  they  began  by  saying : 

"  Mexicans !  we  have  not  come  here  to  take  a  part  in  your  dissensions." 

To  expect,  nevertheless,  that  the  French  plenipotentiaries  would  have  fulfilled 
these  promises  was  to  expect  too  much  from  them,  when  it  is  known  that  they 
have  not  complied  even  with  what  was  agreed  upon  with  those  solemnities  whicn 
between  civilized  nations  are  deemed  sufficient  to  make  engagements  obligatory. 
The  same  importance  or  estimation  ought  not  to  be  given  to  promises  issuing 
from  the  lips  of  said  commissioners,  but,  assurances  given  directly  from  the  im- 
perial government  ought,  nevertheless,  to  be  worthy  of  more  attention.  It  is 
painful  to  say  it,  these  assurances  have  been  much  more  explicit,  and  more  re- 
peated than  those  of  its  commissioners  in  Mexico,  and,  notwithstanding,  have 
been  broken  also  in  the  most  flagrant  manner.  * 

In  article  2d  of  the  treatv  of  London  of  October  31,  1861,  France  bound 
herself,  like  her  allies,  England  and  Spain,  **not  to  exercUe  in  the  interior 
affairs  of  Mexico  any  influence  capable  of  derogation  of  the  right  which  the 
Mexican  nation  has  to  choose  and  freely  constitute  the  form  of  its  govern^ 
ment,*'  As  little  will  I  make  use  of  this  stipulation,  solemn  as  it  is,  because  I 
know — and  I  say  it  for  the  sake  of  the  good  faith  of  France — that  this  was 
precisely  the  clause  of  which  it  was  hoped  to  make  use  to  coerce  the  will  of  the 
Mexican  nation,  to  upset  the  government  which  she  had  chosen  and  freely  es- 
tablished, when  free  from  pressure  or  any  foreign  influence,  and  to  establish  a 
new  one  of  its  own  creation,  purposing  thus,  even  when  concluding  such  clause, 
objects  entirely  contrary  to  those  expressed  in  it.  It  is  certain,  notwithstand- 
ing, as  I  have  been  assured,  that  pending  the  negotiations  which  preceded  the 
treaty  of  London,  France  managed  to  have  the  said  article  framed  in  other  more 
explicit  terms,  but  the  opposition  of  Fugland  would  not  admit  it,  and  in  fine 
she  was  content  to  take  it  in  its  present  shape.  It  is  neediul  therefore  to  recur 
to  other  assurances  given  with  more  good  faith. 

At  the  conference  which  Mr.  Dayton  had  with  Mr.  Thouvenel  on  the  31st  of 
March  last,  (of  which  he  made  report  to  your  department  in  his  despatch  No.  131 
of  the  date  cited,  page  218  of  the  documents  annexed  to  the  message  addressed 
by  the  President  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  14th  April  following,  on 
the  actual  condition  of  Mexico,)  these  words  are  read,  which  were  spoken  by 
Mr.  Thouvenel : 
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"France  can  do  no  more  than  she  has  already,  that  is,  to  repeat  the  assurance 
that  9he  do€4  not  purpose  to  intervene  in  any  manner  vnth  the  internal  govern- 
ment of  Mexico;  that  her  sole  object  was  to  obtain  payment  of  her  claims  and 
reparation  of  the  wrongs  and  injuries  which  had  been  done  to  her." 

At  another  conference  which  Mr.  Dayton  had  afterwards  with  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  of  the  French  empire,  and  of  which  the  former  advised  you  in 
his  despatch  No.  142,  of  the  22d  of  April  last,  (of  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  order  a  copy  for  me,  with  your  note  of  the  12th  May,)  Mr.  de  Thouvenel 
averred  "that  they  had  neither  purpose  nor  wish  to  interfere  with  the  form  of 
government  in  Mexico,"  and  aaded  that  the  speech  made  by  Mr.  Billault  to 
the  chamber  of  deputies  at  Paris  might  be  taken  as  the  embodiment  of  the 
views  and  purposes  of  the  imperial  government,  to  which  speech  they  had 
nothing  to  add  or  take  £rom.  This  makes  me  refer  a^ain  to  that  speech.  Mr. 
Billault,  speaking  of  the  probability  there  was  that  the  allied  invasion  **tDOuld 
give  a  stimulus  to  the  unfortunate  people  of  Mexico  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of 
their  oppressors,  and  to  establish  what  he  calls  **a  good  government^**  he  said 
that  if  they  follow  such  a  course  France  "would  animate  them  with  all  her  sym- 
pathies, with  all  her  counsels,  and  With  all  her  moral  support;"  and,  at  the  end  of 
paragraph  23,  he  said  literally  these  words :  "But,  to  compel  them  by  force, 
never." 

Since  the  day  on  which  the  troops  of  France  disembarked  at  Vera  Cruz  they 
have  been  aiding  as  far  as  they  possibly  could,  not  the  sound  part  of  the  popu- 
Luion  of  the  republic,  not  the  majority  of  the  country,  but  the  traitors  by  whose 
means  they  hoped  to  be  able  to  dispose  at  their  will  of  the  destinies  of  Mexico. 
This  protection  was  more  concealed  when  the  French  forces  at  Vera  Cruz  were 
weak,  as  they  consisted  of  three  thousand  men  only ;  but  directly  their  number 
was  doubled  by  the  arrival  of  the  re-enforcements  brought  by  General  Lorencez, 
the  French  commissioners  cast  aside,  without  shame,  the  caution  which  imtil  that 
time  had  poorly  veiled  them,  and  began  openly  protecting  Almonte  and  the 
other  traitors  who  were  exiled,  and  now  sought  refuge  in  the  French  camp, 
making  them  march  ft-om  one  part  of  the  country  to  another,  escorted  by  French 
battalions,  compelling  the  unarmed  towns  they  occupied  to  enact  farces  of  pro- 
nunciamentos  for  the  plan  whfch  proclaims  the  leader  of  the  traitors  head  of 
the  nation,  and,  to  cap  the  climax,  going  to  assist  with  force  the  armed  bodies  of 
traitors  at  the  moment  they  were  engaged  in  domestic  strife  with  the  loyal  troops 
of  the  republic. 

At  the  beginning  of  May  last  past  the  French  sent  a  vessel-of-war  to  the 
laland  of  Carmen,  State  of  Yucatan,  with  the  sole  purpose  of  overthrowing  the 
local  authorities,  popularly  elected  and  lawfully  constituted,  existing  at  that 
place,  and  substituting  others,  intruders,  who  would  pronounce  for  the  plan  of 
Almonte  and  would  betray  their  country.  Thus  it  is  that  the  French  troops 
are  manufacturing  public  opinion  in  Mexico;  although,  fortunately,  notwith- 
standing all  their  efforts,  they  have  only  succeeded  in  uncovering  their  wicked 
designs  to  the  gaze  of  all  the  civilized  world.  Public  opinion,  on  the  other  hand, 
every  day  declares  itself  with  more  force  in  favor  of  the  independence  of  the 
nation,  which  all  know  would  be  an  empty  name  on  the  day  on  which  the  country 
would  rest  in  the  hands  of  France.  The  manifesto  of  the  general  congress  of  the 
United  Mexican  States,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  among  the 
documents  mentioned  in  the  index  annexed,  (No.  3,)  the  declaration  of  the  perma- 
nent deputation  from  tlje  State  of  Zacatecas,  (No.  13,)  and  the  letter  from  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Jalisco,  (No.  14,)  are  those  which  express  the  opinion  of  the 
people  of  Mexico,  an  opinion  so  decided,  so  marked,  so  definitive,  that  even  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  England  and  of  Spain,  who  went  to  Mexico  strongly  pre- 
possessed with  the  erroneous  idea  that  the  people  desired  a  monarchy,  could  do 
no  less  than  explicitly  acknowledge  that  the  existing  government  is  sustained 
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by  public  opinion,  and  supported  by  the  free  will  of  the  Mexicans.  The  true 
will  of  the  Mexican  people  in  respect  to  the  government  by  which  it  desires  to 
be  governed  is  not  the  only  point  upon  which  facts  have  given  the  lie  to  the 
asseverations,  as  gratuitous  as  unfounded,  of  the  French  commissioners :  about  the 
outrages  assumed  to  have  been  committed  against  French  subjects,  residents  in 
Mexico,  of  which  the  said  commissioners  complained  in  such  high  tones,  and  in 
so  vague  a  manner,  their  statements  come  out  evidently  to  be  gainsayed,  with 
the  concurring  opinions  of  the  commissioners  of  the  other  two  allied  powers, 
who,  at  the  conference  which  they  held  at  Orizaba  on  the  9th  of  April  last,  (the 
protocol  of  which  I  sent  you  with  my  note  of  the  18th  of  the  month  just  ended,) 
said,  that  they  believed  the  assertions  of  their  French  coUeagiies  to  be  inexact, 
and  that  there  had  not  come  to  their  knowledge  advices  of  any  of  the  outrages 
to  which  the  first  referred,  statements  which  also  being  gainsayed  with  judicial 
investigation,  which  is  the  course  that  in  civilized  countries  is  considered  as  the 
safe  one  for  ascertaining  the  truth  of  facts  alleged. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Jalisco  ordered  that  an  investigation  should 
be  had  into  the  outrages  which  French  subjects  resident  in  the  State  had  suffered 
since  the  time  when  they  arrived  in  the  Mexican  republic,  under  what  au- 
thorities or  functionaries  of  the  administration  of  public  affairs,  at  what  periods, 
whether  they  had  made  reclamations  in  consequence  of  them,  and  if  they 
had  been  noticed.  This  investigation  was  conducted  by  summoning  the  French 
consuls,  vice-consuls,  or  syndics  of  the  wards  in  the  municipalitiea  in  which 
there  were  no  such  functionaries,  and  by  that  court  an  examination  was  had 
of  all  French  subjects  resident  in  that  state.  Out  of  seventy-two  of  such  sub- 
jects, who,  according  to  the  official  register,  reside  in  Jalisco,  all,  with  the 
exception  of  three,  who,  availing  themselves  of  the  liberty  which  they  were 
told  they  had  to  make  declaration  or  not,  refused  through  ignorance  or  wilful- 
ness to  answer  the  frank  and  simple  inquiry  put  to  them,  and  the  other  three, 
who  were  not  found,  unanimously  statea  that  they  had  suffered  no  outrages 
from  the  Mexican  authorities ;  that  those  who  had  occasion  to  seek  for  redress 
from  citizens  of  the  country,  or  foreigners,  had  obtained  it  completely ;  that  if 
gome  of  them  had  suffered  in  their  interests,  and  even  in  their  persons,  by 
reason  of  the  civil  war  which  had  afflicted  the  country,  their  ills  had  not  been 
greater  than  those  which  had  fallen  upon  their  Mexican  neighbors,  and  without 
fault  of  the  authorities  and  commanders;  and,  lastly,  that  if  by  reason  of  con- 
tributions, or  by  the  consequences  even  of  the  the  war,  particular  claims  had 
been  made,  they  have  been  followed  through  the  channel  of  their  counsels,  and 
they  have  no  present  reason  to  state  that  justice  will  not  be  done  to  them 
because  their  claims  are  now  awaiting  decision. 

I  avail  of  this  opportunity  of  renewing  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  BOMEEO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  dc,  4bc. 
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[Tranfllation.] 

Ind4!X  of  documents  which  at  thU  date  the  Mexican  legation  at  Washington 
sends  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States,  annexed  to  the  note  of 
this  day  relative  to  events  which  have  taken  place  in  Mexico  during  the  month 
of  May  last  past,  by  reason  of  the  French  invasion. 


No. 


Date. 


Contento. 


10 
11 

12 

13 

14 


1862. 
Hay      15 

.--.do 

April    29 

May  9 

May  6 

May  5 

May  6 

May  9 

....do  .... 

.-..do  .... 
May      10 

May     23 

April    26 
April    25 


Speech  of  the  president  of  the  United  Mexican  States  on  the  opening  of 

the  second  term  of  the  sesHions  of  the  general  congress  of  the  same 
Reply  of  the  president  of  oungress. 
Official  report  from  General  Zaragoza  of  the  battle  of  Las  Cumbres  de 

Acultzingo. 
Official  report  from  General  Zaragosa  of  the  battle  of  Puebla. 
Official  report  from  General  Negrete  of  the  same  battle. 
Official  report  from  General  Berriozabal  of  the  same  battle. 
Official  report  from  General  Diaz  of  the  same  battle. 
Manifesto  of  the  Mexican  congress  to  the  nation  upon  the  French  inva* 

sion. 
Vote  of  thanks  of  French  subjects  resident  in  Puebla  to  General  Tapla, 

for  the  attentions  bestowed  on  the  French  prisoners  ^nd  wounded. 
Reply  of  General  Tapia  to  the  former. 
Order  from  the   minister  of  war   directing   the  return   to  the   French 

wounded  and  prisoners  of  their  military  decorations. 
Statement  about  the  battle  of  Barranca  Seca,  given  by  the  traitor  lisonard 

Marquez  to  his  accomplice,  Juan  N.  Almonte. 
Declaration  by  the  perraaneut  deputation  of  the  legislature  of  Zacatecas, 

expressive  of  the  opinion  of  that  State  on  the  French  invasion. 
Circular  letter  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Jalisco  to  the  governors  of 

the  other  States  on  the  French  invasion. 


WASHnoTOH,  Jwu  28,  1862. 


ROMERO. 


No.  1. 

[Translation.] 

Citizen  representatives  :  That  provision  of  the  constitution  which  im- 
poses on  me  the  duty  of  assisting  at  this  solemn  act  in  order  to  explain  to  the 
delegates  of  the  people  the  existing  condition  of  the  country,  affords  me  the 
opportunity  of  offering  my  public  homage  to  the  patriotism  of  this  assembly, 
whose  worthy  members  have  confronted  all  the  hindrances  attendant  on  the 
circumstances  of  the  times,  to  come  and  take  their  stand  and  share  with  the 
executive  in  the  difficulties  and  the  dangers  of  the  situation.     The  gravity  of 
this  step  could  not  have  been  hidden  from  them.     The  events  which  have  oc- 
curred, during  the  recess  of  the  chamber,  have  been  of  such  magnitude,  and  have 
fixed  the  attention  of  the  republic  in  such  manner,  that  it  is  almost  useless  to 
refer  to  them  to  give  an  idea  of  the  situation  which  they  come  to  act  upon.     As 
to  what  concerns  the  country  internally,  no  one  can  understand  that  so  well  as 
the  members  of  this  assembly,  who  are  at  this  moment  selected  by  the  separate 
States  of  the  federation.     The  whole  republic  continues  faithfully  subject  to 
the  order  of  things,  for  gaining  which  it  has  made  such  sacrifices. 
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The  constitutional  rule  goes  on  working  with  a  great  deal  of  regularity,  which 
was  hardly  to  be  expected  under  circumstances  so  abnormal  as  the  present,  and 
the  presence  even  here  of  the  representatives  of  all  the  States  is  a  tangible  proof 
of  this.  Some  local  difficulties  which  have  been  felt  in  different  circles  of  the 
federation,  and  which  have  come  out  of  the  inconveniences  attendant  on  re- 
entering on  a  normal  condition  of  living,  after  a  thorough  and  protracted  revolu- 
tion, have  disappeared,  including  even  that  which  had  assumed  larger  propor- 
tions— that  in  the  State  of  Tamaulipas.  Under  this  aspect  the  danger  which 
has  for  some  time  threatened  the  Mexican  nationality  has  had  a  salutary  in- 
fluence, no  less  than  the  measures  ordered  by  the  government,  declaring  some 
districts  to  be  in  a  state  of  siege,  in  order  to  regulate  local  questions  and  to 
concentrate  the  vital  energy  of  the  republic  for  the  national  defence ;  although 
those  measures  would  have  lacked  efficacy  had  it  not  been  for  the  patriotic 
example  of  the  States,  which  felt  resigned,  without  difficulty,  to  the  temporary 
cession  of  their  normal  powers,  and  learned  to  postpone  their  peculiar  interests 
to  the  great  interest  of  the  safety  of  the  country.  This  patriotic  spirit  and  this 
tendency  to  union  have  manifested  themselves  especially  since  the  rapture  of 
the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  on  the  part  of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  France, 
has  placed  in  perspective  before  the  nation  the  necessity  of  defending  her  in- 
dependence by  armed  force.  The  government  feels  in  better  mood  to  face  this 
deplorable  necessity  on  finding  itself  surrounded  by  the  representatives  of  all 
the  States  who  symbolize  the  unity  of  the  republic.  Each  one  of  them  is  a  liv- 
ing assurance  that  the  Mexican  people  has  resolved  to  gather  around  its  flag  and 
its  institutions ;  and,  although  not  yet  rested  from  the  two  great  wars  which 
have  given  it  a  country  and  liberty,  to  seal  anew  with  its  blood,  its  independence, 
its  constitution,  and  reform. 

The  present  reawakening  of  public  spirit  will  bear  most  excellent  fruits,  not 
only  for  defence  against  foreign  aggression,  but  also  for  the  internal  pacification 
of  the  republic,  and  is  a  probability  the  more  of  a  favorable  issue  of  the  combi- 
nations which  the  government  is  developing  for  the  extermination  of  the  mis- 
chievous gangs  which,  without  any  political  plan  and  without  any  consonance 
with  public  opinion,  are  ravaging  unarmed  neighborhoods  with  robbery,  incen- 
diarism, and  murder. 

The  political  question  which  had  attained  so  much  importance  even  at  the 
close  of  the  last  sittings  of  this  assembly  has  gone  on  taking  phases  progressively 
interesting,  until  coming  to  the  last  under  which  the  government  has  exhibited 
it  in  its  recent  manifesto  to  the  nation.  That  knows  already  that  scarcely  had 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  allied  powers  landed  in  the  republic,  and  could  see 
with  their  own  eyes  the  facts  which  intrigue  and  calumny  had  misrepresented 
in  Europe,  the  prejudices  with  which  they  came  imbued  in  relation  to  the  con- 
dition ot  the  country  were  dissipated,  and  they  rendered,  in  the  preliminaries 
of  La  Soledad,  homage  to  the  legitimacy  of  the  constitutional  authorities,  by 
renouncing  any  interference  with  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  republic,  and  fixing 
at  once  upon  a  day  on  which  conferences  should  be  opened  for  the  arraug^ent 
of  the  questions  between  nation  and  nation.  But  the  representatives  of  tho 
French  government,  after  having  taken  part  in  this  act  of  good  faith  and  justice, 
lent  the  shelter  of  its  flag  to  a  man  stained  by  the  guilt  of  treason,  who  had 
offered  at  public  sale  in  Europe  the  independence  of  his  country,  and  gradually 
yielding  itself  to  this  extraneous  influence  came  to  the  extreme  of  breaking  the 
solemn  agreement  by  which  they  bound  themselves  in  face  of  the  nation  and 
the  whole  world.  Upon  taking  this  unjustifiable  step  they  called  also  in  doubt 
the  legitimacy  of  the  authority  which  a  few  days  previously  they  had  recog- 
nized as  lawfiil  and  established,  virtually  retracted  the  protest  not  to  interfere 
in  our  internal  policy,  and  arrogating  to  themselves  as  rights  what  human  reason 
condemns,  and  from  which  all  the  cotemporary  powers  have  agreed  to  refrain, 
in  observance  of  justice  and  civilization,  and  of  universal  peace,  announced  that 
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Aey  wonld  make  use  of  force  in  favor  of  a  band  overcome  in  the  republic  by 
the  national  arms  and  by  public  Opinion.  In  the  situation  to  which  this  un- 
looked  for  violation  of  a  solemn  agreement  has  given  origin,  the  government  has 
done  no  more  than  to  apply  its  constant  rule  of  conduct  in  its  international  re- 
lations ;  confining  itself  within  the  limits  of  a  prudent  moderation,  abstaining 
from  any  aggressive  act,  and  preparing  itself  to  repel  force  by  force.  Ominous 
as  may  be  the  fact  by  which  the  country  is  offended,  the  government  knows 
that  nations  must  contend  for  their  security  or  surrender  when  it  is  attempted 
to  place  them  out  of  the  pale  of  general  law,  and  snatch  from  them  the  right  of 
existing  independently  and  governing  themselves  according  to  their  own  pleasure. 
In  this  sense  the  executive  has  felt  itself  to  be  admirably  seconded  by  the 
national  spirit,  and  cherishes  the  certainty  that  it  also  will  be  by  the  patriotism 
of  this  assembly.  The  government  entertains  the  hope  that  the  differences 
pending  with  the  other  two  powers  which,  in  addition  to  France,  took  part  in 
the  treaty,  of  London,  will  be  settled  by  pacific  negotiations.  There  is  a  guar- 
•ntee  for  this  in  the  recent  conduct  of  the  worthy  representatives  of  those  two 
nationB,  and  in  the  purpose  of  the  government  to  observe  towards  them  a  spirit 
of  conciliation  and  deference,  so  far  as  national  propriety  and  dignity  will  allow. 

The  relations  with  other  friendly  powers  have  had  no  further  alterations  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  the  chamber  than  in  the  indications  which  the  government 
notices  that  in  the  trials  which  are  preparing  for  the  republic  it  will  not  be  with- 
out the  sympathies  and  perhaps  the  assistance  of  other  nations. 

The  American  republics  give  signs  of  their  comprehension  that  events  of 
which  Mexico  is  being  the  theatre  reach  something  beyond  Mexican  nationality, 
and  that  the  blow  which  is  aimed  at  her  would  strike  not  only  one  nation,  but 
all  on  the  continent. 

The  government  of  Peru  has  sent  a  special  mission  to  express  its  active  sym- 
pathy with  Mexico  in  the  crisis  through  which  we  are  passing.  The  govern- 
ment purposes  to  persevere  in  cultivating  most  carefully  with  all  friendly  nations 
its  cordial  relations,  and  to  benefit  by  the  special  sympathies  of  which  some  of 
tkem  are  giving  proofs. 

The  national  representatives  closed  the  last  term  of  their  sessions  by  a  vote 
of  confidence  inspired  by  the  difficulties  of  the  situation.  These  have  notably 
increaaed,  and  the  government,  which  enjoys  the  consciousRess  of  having  made 
patriotic  use  of  the  extraordinary  powers  with  which  the  legislative  body  in- 
vested it,  expects  from  it  at  this  time  the  same  degree  of  confidence  as  that  with 
which  the  national  representation  honored  it  in  times  less  trying.  The  execu- 
tive looks  at  the  installation  of  this  assembly  as  an  army  about  to  join  battle 
looks  upon  the  arrival  of  a  re- enforcement,  because  it  knows  that  from  no  au- 
thority truly  national  should  it  hope  aught  else  save  aid,  and  increased  energy 
of  action,  which  existing  emergencies  render  so  essential.  The  government  feels 
sure  that  this  sovereign  body,  during  the  session  which  begins  this  day,  will 
serve  as  a  rallying  point  for  the  public  spirit  which  is  breaking  forth  in  every 
district  of  the  country,  inspiring  even  the'^ost  humble  citizens  to  make  sacri- 
fices which  have  for  object  to  smooth  the  difficulties  that  might  embarrass  the 
progress  of  the  government,  and  place  at  its  disposal  elements  with  which  it 
may  control  the  situation.     I  have  spoken. 

Washington,  June  28,  1862, 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


) 
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No.  2.   . 

[Translation.] 

Mr.  President  :  In  compliance  with  the  direction  of  the  constitntion  the 
representatives  of  the  people  on  this  day  open  the  second  annual  term  of  their 
sessions. 

During  its  continuance  congress  ought,  in  a  normal  state  of  affairs,  to  devote 
its  especial  attention  to  a  scrutiny  of  the  accounts,  and  to  voting  the  estimates, 
limiting  the  expenses  of  the  government,  and  ordering  the  necessary  imposts. 
The  fundamental  code,  with  wise  forecast,  provided  that  congress  at  its  second 
session  should  give  preference  to  the  ful^ment  of  one  of  the  most  important 
purposes  of  the  representative  system  in  everything  that  relates  to  the  progress 
and  improvement  of  the  social  condition,  the  interests  of  finance,  and  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  public  credit. 

To  consolidate  the  constitutional  government,  and  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the 
representative  system,  the  Mexican  people,  without  hesitating  at  the  magnitude 
of  the  sacrifices,  have  struggled  with  constancy  and  faith  until  they  have  over, 
come  the  domestic  resistance  of  those  who  maintained  interests  opposed  to  the 
principles  of  liberty,  of  reform,  and  of  civilization.  Nevertheless,  far  firom  bring- 
ing the  days  of  trial  of  the  republic  to  an  end,  she  now  finds  herself  subject  to 
greater  mischief  through  the  aggressive  injustice  of  foreign  enemies. 

The  governments  of  three  European  nations  concluded  the  treaty  of  London 
on  the  31st  October,  1861,  to  make  war  upon  Mexico;  deceived  by  statements 
of  fancied  wrongs  and  by  false  reports  made  by  some  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
moting base  interests.  It  was  supposed  that  the  republic  was  a  prey  to  anarchy ; 
that  it  had  no  substantial  government,  and  that  no  established  order  of  things 
existed;  when,  on  the  contrary,  the  triumph  of  the  constitutional  cause  had 
been  complete ;  when  there  remained  only  scattered  relics  of  the  subdued  faction, 
and  when  the  federal  powers  and  those  of  all  the  States  of  the  republic  were 
regularly  discharging  their  functions  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  but  for  this  invasion,  propped  up  by  such  pre- 
tences, even  now  it  would  not  have  been  necessary  to  suspend  in  any  States  the 
regular  operations  of  the  constitutional  authorities ;  and,  besides,  some  time  ago 
the  wretched  remnants  of  the  subdued  factions  would  have  disappeared  if  t^e 
action  of  the  general  government  had  not  become  embarrassed  by  the  foreign 
questions. 

Two  of  the  allied  nations,  England  and  Spain,  have  afforded  the  most  evi- 
dence of  this.  Their  commissioners,  acting  honorably  and  loyally,  as  soon  as 
they  ascertained  the  falsehood  of  the  representation  which  had  been  made  of  the 
condition  of  the  republic  to  their  governments,  excluded  every  thought  of  po- 
litical interference,  confining  themselves  to  requiring  that  pending  questions 
should  be  settled  upon  the  basis  of  the  treaty.  The  republic  will  never  forget 
this  honorable  conduct,  strengthening  the  purpose  it  always  has  maintained  of 
satisfying  every  claim  that  may  be  made  upon  it  so  far  as  may  be  just  and 
possible. 

Unfortunately  the  representatives  of  the  French  government  have  not  acted 
in  the  same  manner.  They  have  violated  the  treaty  of  London ;  they  have  not 
carried  out  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad ;  and  they  have  separated  from  their 
allies  to  protect  a  traitor,  or  rather  to  attempt  to  impose  upon  us  the  government 
of  a  faction,  rejected  by  a  great  majority  of  the  Mexican  people.  The  scandal- 
ousness of  this  conduct  will  re-echo  through  all  civilized  nations,  as  well  in 
America  as  in  Europe,  and  even  in  France  itself. 

The  high  intelligence  of  the  French,  and  the  sympathies  which  those  resident 
amongst  us  have  always  manifested  with  our  liberal  revolution,  give  sure  pledge 
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dimt  even  in  France  public  opinion  will  be  &yorable  to  Mexico.  Perhaps  it  may 
be  hoped  that  the  French  goyemment  itself  does  not  approve  the  conduct  of  its 
commissioners,  nor  consent  that  the  French  flag  continue  to  bear  the  stain  of 
dishonor,  nor  that  the  glorious  arms  of  France,  which  have  carried  everywhere 
the  principles  of  liberty  and  civilization,  should  do  battle  in  Mexico  for  tne  pur- 
pose of  destroying  a  government  which  asserts  and  proclaims  those  principles, 
to  attempting  to  substitute  another  which  maintains  those  of  retrogression  and 
of  retroaction. 

Notwithstanding  the  republic  meanwhile  sees  itself  about  getting  into  war 
irith  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations,  and  under  circumstances  so  grave,  the 
national  representatives  are  here  to  participate  with  the  government  in  the  diffi- 
eolties  and  dangers  of  the  situation.  If,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
representative  system,  congress  should,  perchance,  take  part  in  the  definitive 
solution  of  pending  questions,  there  is  no  doubt  everything  will  be  conceded  to 
Uie  government  that  may  be  desired  worthily  to  defend  the  nation. 

The  government  shoidd  confide  in  that  patriotism  which  congress  has  never 
fiul^  to  exhibit  in  moments  of  extreme  peril,  and  congress  also  will  fully  con- 
fide in  the  patriotism  of  the  government. 

Congress  will  never  hesitate  to  confide  to  the  government  whatever  authority 
the  safety  of  the  country  may  call  for,  and  will  do  so  with  the  more  confidence 
inasmuch  as  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  republic  has  shown  under  very  difficult 
eircumstances,  and  now  again  shows,  all  the  intellect  and  energy,  all  the  pru- 
dence and  uncontrollable  firmness  with  which  he  maintains  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  the  nation. 

On  its  behalf  we  all  trust  in  the  thoroughly  proven  patriotism  of  the  vast 
majority  of  Mexicans.  Still  the  memory  of  the  heroes  of  the  war  of  independ- 
ence is  fresh  for  us  to  imitate  in  our  action,  and  there  are  still  living  many  dis- 
tinguished leaders  of  the  liberal  revolution  who  will  be  ready  to  lead  on  the 
Mexican  force.  The  republic  may  rely  that  all  her  sons  will  offer  their  bodies 
and  their  goods  to  defend  to  the  last  extremity  the  independence  and  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  nation. 

Washington,  July  28,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

EOMERO. 


No  3. 

[rranslatioQ.] 

Army  op  the  East. 

Gknebal-in-Chief.  As  I  had  the  honor  to  state  to  the  department  on  the 
27th,  the  enemy  moved  from  Orizaba  about  4,500  or  5,000  men  of  the  three  arms, 
and  as  soon  as  I  knew  of  this  march  I  threw  forward  advances  which  occupied 
the  Cumbres  to  dispute  the  passage. 

I  gave  orders  to  citizen  General  Josd  Maria  Arteaga  to  hold  himself  ready 
with  the  second  division  under  his  charge,  amounting  to  2,000  men,  with  twelve 
mountain  pieces,  to  make  merely  a  temporary  resistance,  in  accordance  with  my 
previous  plan.  The  division  was  composed  of  the  first  brigade,  under  command 
of  General  Jose  Rojo ;  of  the  second,  under  Colonel  Mariano  Escobedo ;  of 
the  third,  under  command  of  General  Domingo  Galloso,  and  the  fourth,  under 
General  Miguel  Negrete. 

On  the  28th,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  the  French  army  encamped  at  the  village 
of  Aculzingo  and  prepared  its  attack  upon  our  positions  with  3,000  men,  charg- 
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ing  on  onr  centre  with  two  columns  of  1,000  each,  and  spreading  ont  in  flajJc 
1,000  sharpshooters.  A  well-contested  battle  was  engaged  in  for  three  hours, 
the  enemy  suffering  much  in  killed  and  wounded,  the  number  of  whom  is  con- 
siderable.    On  our  side  happened  but  few  casualties. 

Perhaps  his  centre  column  would  have  been  wholly  defeated  if 'General 
Arteaga  had  not,  about  the  close  of  the  battle,  received  a  wound  when  personally 
in  command  at  that  position,  which  circumstance  gave  rise  to  a  falling  back 
while  I  visited  the  right  wing. 

This  movement,  which  was  previously  arranged  and  continued  in  accordance 
with  the  character  of  the  defence,  took  place  in  the  best  order,  the  centre  falling 
back  along  the  road,  the  left  along  the  'crests  of  the  Cumbres,  and  the  right 
towards  Tehuacan ;  and,  for  greater  security,  General  Porfirio  Diez  held  the 
second  Cumbres  with  the  second  brigade  of  Oaxaca  and  a  mountain  battery, 
which  checked,  at  Puente,  the  advance  of  the  enemy  until  six  in  the  evening, 
when  it  received  orders  to  retire  by  the  ca&ada  of  Ixtapa,  which  was  appoint^ 
for  the  forces  to  pass  the  night  at. 

Which  I  say  for  the  information  of  the  president  of  the  republic.  Liberty 
and  reform.     Headquarters  at  Palmar,  April  29,  1862. 

IGNACIO  ZARAGOZA, 


A  true  copy. 


Minister  of  War,  Mexico. 

Washington,  June  28,  1862. 

ROMERO. 


No.  4. 
General  Zaragoza  to  the  Mexican  Minister  of  War. 

Headquarters,  Puebla,  May  9,  1862. 

Having  completed  the  retrograde  movement  commenced  at  Aculzingo,  I  ar- 
rived here  the  3d  instant,  as  I  had  the  honor  of  informing  you.  The  enemy 
was  advancing  at  a  short  distance  behind  me,  and  I  detached  the  second  brig- 
ade of  cavalry,  consisting  of  three  hundred  men,  to  annoy  him  in  the  rear  whilst  I 
occupied  my  position  in  Pucbla.  From  the  first  moment  I  gave  convenient  or- 
ders to  provide  for  the  defence  of  Forts  Guadalupe  and  Loreto,  and  to  complete 
the  fortifications  of  the  city,  which  had  not  been  attended  to  before  my  arrival. 

The  4th,  at  daybreak,  I  ordered  General  M.  Negrete,  with  the  second  division 
of  his  coounand,  consisting  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  men,  to  take  posses- 
sion of  Forts  Loreto  and  Guadalupe,  where  I  had  sent  two  batteries  of  field  and 
horse  artillery.  The  same  day  I  organized  the  brigades  of  Generals  Berriozabal, 
Diaz,  and  Lamadrid  into  three  columns  of  attack,  consisting  of  1,082  men  the 
first,  of  1,000  men  the  second,  and  of  1,020  men  the  third,  all  infantry,  be- 
sides the  column  of  550  horses  under  command  of  General  A.  Alvarez,  with 
a  single  battery.  These  soldiers  were  in  arms  in  San  Jose  square  until  mid^ 
day,  when  they  were  sent  to  their  quarters.  The  enemy  quartered  that  night 
at  Amozoe. 

At  daybreak  the  memorable  5th  of  May  these  forces  were  marching  to  the 
positions  which  I  had  assigned  to  them,  as  you  can  see  in  the  diagram  which  I 
include ;  and  I  ordered  Colonel  Z.  Rodriguez,  in  charge  of  the  artillery,  to  place 
in  the  square  all  the  batteries  we  could  dispose  of,  and  to  leave  them  under  the 
orders  of  General  Santiago  Tapia,  military  governor  of  the  State. 

At  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  enemy  was  seen  advancing  in  two  columns — 
one  against  Fort  Guadalupe,  consisting  of  4,000  men,  with  two  batteries,  and  the 


PRESENT  CONDITION  OP    MEXICO.  123 

other  threatening  onr  front  line  with  1.000  men.  This  attack,  not  forseen  by  me, 
dthough  I  know  the  daring  of  French  troops^  obliged  me  to  alter  my  plan  and 
prepare  the  defence,  and,  in  consequence,  I  sent  Berriozabal's  brigade  to  reinforce 
the  forts,  and  ordered  the  mounted  rifles  to  occupy  the  left  of  the  forts  ready  to 
charge  when  it  would  be  expedient.  Some  time  afterwards  I  sent  the  battalion 
"Rdorma,"  belonging  to  Lamadrid's  brigade,  to  support  the  forts,  which  seemed 
e?eiy  moment  in  need  of  more  assistance.  I  ordered  another  battalion  of  the 
same  brigade  to  occupy  one  of  the  suburbs  lying  almost  in  the  slope  of  the  fort» 
and  it  arrived  just  in  time  to  repulse  the  assault  of  the  enemy's  column  which 
I  was  advancing,  and  to  engage  him  in  close  hand  to  hand  combat.  The  French 
charged  three  times  with  fuiy  and  they  were  thrice  driven  back  with  bravery 
and  dignity.  Our  cavalry  on  the  left  of  Fort  Loreto  seized  the  favorable  op- 
portunity, charged  gallantly,  and  disabled  them  so  as  to  prevent  another  assault. 

Whilst  this  engagement  was  going  on  most  earnestly  another  one  was  con- 
tested with  no  less  ardor  in  the  plain  facing  my  front. 

General  Diaz,  with  troops  of  his  and  Lamadrid's  brigade,  two  pieces  of  artil- 

tlay,  and  the  rest  of  Alvarez's  cavalry,  withstood  and  pushed  back  the  enemy's 
column  advancing  daringly  against  our  position,  and  obliged  him  to  retreat  to  the 
hadenda  San  Jos^,  where  also  had  gathered  the  column  driven  ftom  the  fort. 
Rallying  in  that  place,  they  prepared  to  defend  their  position,  making  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  in  the  buildings.  I  had  not  the  means  to  attack  them,  for 
their  forces  were  superior  to  mine  in  numbers,  even  after  the  defeat.  In  conse- 
Quence,  I  ordered  General  Diaz,  who  was  gallantly  and  obstinately  pursuing 
them,  to  halt,  satisfied  with  holding  a  threatening  position. 

The  armies  continued  in  sight  of  each  other  until  7  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy 
eommoiced  his  retreat  to  his  headquarters  in  the  hacienda  de  los  Alamos,  and 
Boon  afterwards  our  forces  retired  to  their  line. 
The  night  was  employed  in  scouring  the  field,  where  great  numbers  of  the 
I  oiemy's  killed  and  wounded  were  gathered,  and  this  work  continued  all  the  time 
I  oext  day ;  but,  although  I  could  not  tell  exactly  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  I  can 
I  affirm  that  the  killed  and  wounded  are  over  1,000,  and  eight  or  ten  prisoners. 
I  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  praise  the  behavior  of  my  brave  companions ;  the 
I    glorions  achievement  is  a  proof  of  their  prowess,  and  all  sufficient  to  commend 

than. 
I       The  French  army  has  fought  very  gallantly ;  its  commanding  general  di- 
rected the  attack  without  talent,  {con  torpeza,) 

The  national  arms  are  covered  with  glory,  and  I  offer,  through  you,  my  con- 
gratulations to  the  supreme  magistrate  of  our  republic  for  being  enabled  to  assure 
him,  with  pride,  that  during  the  long  engagement  the  Mexican  army  never  once 
tnmed  its  back  to  the  enemy. 

I  most  also  state  that  while  I  was  making  arrangements  for  the  defence  of 
our  national  honor,  I  was  obliged  to  send  the  brigades  of  Generals  O'Horaa  and 
Carvajal  in  pursuit  of  the  factious  troops  gathered  in  considerable  numbers  in 
AtHxco  and  Matamoros.  Perhaps  this  incident  has  saved  our  foreign  enemy 
from  total  annihilation,  and  deprived  the  small  army  of  the  east  of  such  a  vic- 
tory as  would  have  rendered  it  forever  immortal. 

With  this  despatch  of  the  glorious  journey  of  the  5th,  I  include  the  details 
and  partial  despatches  of  the  conunanding  generals  who  took  part  in  the  engage- 
aent. 

J.  ZARAGOZA. 
The  MiNisTBB  OP  War. 

Washington,  June  28,  1852. 
A  true  copy. 

BOMERO. 
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No.  6. 

[Translation.] 

Corps  of  thb  Army  op  thb  East,  Second  Division. 

Genbral-in-Ohibp  :  In  obedience  to  the  order  given  by  the  general-in-chie: 
on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  I  occupied  the  cerros  of  Ooadalnpe  and  Loreto 
placing  at  the  latter  the  battalions  of  Fijo,  and  the  sharpshooters  of  Morella  oi 
the  first  brigade,  and  sixth  of  the  line,  and  sixth  of  Paeola  of  the  second,  witl 
a  batterv  of  artillery  of  field  and  mountain  pieces. 

I  made  immediate  arrangements  that,  without  loss  of  time,  all  the  force  should 
be  employed  in  fortifying  those  positions,  having  the  satisfaction,  at  daylight 
of  knowing  they  would  be  in  position  to  resist  the  attack  which  I  foresaw  the 
invader  would  make  the  next  day. 

At  about  ten  yesterday  morning  he  came  up  and  pitched  his  camp  on  the 
hacienda  of  Los  Alamos,  where  he  rested  an  hour.  On  the  instant  I  ordered  a 
gun  to  be  fired,  which  the  general-in-chief  told  me  should  serve  as  signal  of  hi« 
approach,  and  placed  myself  in  position  to  resist.  At  a  little  after  eleven  the 
enemy  put  in  movement  more  than  4,000  men,  formed  in  strong  columns,  with 
wings  of  sharpshooters,  and  two  batteries  of  artillery,  addressing  himself  de- 
cidedly to  an  attack  on  Guadalupe.  As  soon  as  I  understood  the  movement 
projected,  I  ordered  that  when  they  came  within  range  the  artillery  should  opcD 
upon  them,  and  ordered  General  Josd  Rojo,  who,  with  the  battsdions  of  i^jo, 
and  sharpshooters  of  Morelia,  and  sixth  national,  of  Puebla,  formed  the  reserve, 

E laced  between  the  two  cerros,  and  deploying  in  front  as  skirmishers,  the  sixth 
attalion  of  Puebla,  with  orders  to  fall  back,  firing  and  retiring  as  the  hostile 
columns  were  advancing.  At  the  moment  the  firing  broke  out  there  on  the  left 
of  the  positions  of  Guadalupe  General  Felipe  Berriozabal,  who  was  advancing 
with  his  brigade  at  quick  march,  ordered  by  the  general-in-chief  to  re-enforce 
this  point,  and  in  concert  I,  with  him,  formed  his  brigade  and  my  reserve  in 
line  of  battle,  extending  from  Guadalupe  towards  Loreto. 

The  French  soldiery,  with  an  ardor  which  did  not  belie  the  fame  for  braveij 
they  have  so  justly  acquired,  continuing  to  advance  at  double-quick  step,  pro- 
tected by  its  artillery  in  good  position,  which  showered  a  Quantity  of  projectiles 
upon  the  cerro,  and  by  the  second  regiment  of  Zouaves,  wnich  came  on  deploy 
ing  as  skirmishers,  firing  upon  our  line. 

The  sixth  battalion,  of  Puebla,  fell  back  on  our  line,  as  forewarned  to  do,  ii 
very  good  order,  and  delivered  a  good  enough  fire.  Then  the  enemy,  thinking 
the  line  was  no  longer  covered,  charged  intrepidly  with  a  strong  column,  formec 
of  the  first  and  second  regiments  of  the  marine  corps,  and  was  greeted  by  th( 
fire  from  the  batteries  of  Guadalupe  and  Loreto,  and  by  the  most  active  of  ou: 
line  of  battle,  which,  not  content  with  keeping  its  ground  with  firmness,  rushec 
suddenly  on  the  enemy,  which,  startled  by  such  boldness,  retired  in  disorder  U 
his  positions,  where  it  reformed,  and,  covered  by  the  Zouaves,  who  have  sucl 
renown,  advancing  as  skirmishers,  charged  a  second  time,  trying  to  break  ou 
line,  and  was  a  second  time  driven  back  by  our  line  with  the  same  ardor  ane 
enthusiasm,  leaving,  on  the  retreat,  the  field  covered  with  more  than  three  bun 
dred  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  from  among  the  conquerors  of  the  Crimei 
and  of  Italy. 

In  the  precious  instants  of  this  second  charge  General  Rojo,  who  was  on  th« 
left  of  the  line,  thought  proper  to  send  notice  to  General  Antonio  Alvarez,  who 
with  two  bodies  of  cavalry,  was  placed  below  the  slope  of  the  cerro  of  Loreto 
that  this  was  the  moment  to  move  it  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  to  profi 
by  an  opportunity  which  would  secure  to  us  a  complete  victory ;  and  so  i 
turned  out,  and  at  the  moment  they  defiled  the  battalion  Beforma  came  up,  le< 
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by  Deutenant  Colonel  C.  Modesto  Arriola,  ordered  by  the  general-in-chief  as  a 
le-enforcement,  who  also  had  orders,  and  executed  them  with  enthusiasm  and 
decision,  to  march  in  column  covering  the  advance  of  cavalry. 

At  last,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  trftemoon,  they  were  completely  driven  back 
from  the  line  of  battle.  Then  the  invaders  formed  another  column  of  the  well- 
hiown  chasseurs  of  Vincennes,  covered  by  a  wing  of  skirmishers  from  the 
fiunoos  regiment  of  Zouaves,  which  made  a  bold  attack  on  the  fortifications  of 
Gruadalape ;  arriving  at  the  ditch,  some  chasseurs  succeeding  in  getting  mto  the 
trenches  were  there  left  dead,  and  the  colunm  which  our  men  sallied  out  to  fight 
outside  the  parapet  was  driven  back.  The  enemy  left  more  than  thirty  dead 
and  some  wounded ;  among  the  former  was  found  an  officer  of  high  rank,  deco- 
rated by  Napoleon  the  Great  with  the  cross  of  the  legion  of  honor. 

By  the  report  I  make  to  you,  you  will  be  inform^  of  the  few,  yet  painful, 
losses  suffered  by  this  division,  and  in  due  season  a  statement  of  the  anus  and 
equipments  taken  from  the  enemy.  On  having  the  honor  to  give  you  the  de- 
tailed account  of  the  operations  carried  on  in  the  line,  confided  to  me  by  the 
goieral-in-chief  of  the  army  corps  of  the  east,  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  me  to 
state  that  nothing  has  been  left  to  be  desired  in  the  worthy  and  honorable  con- 
duct of  citizen  generals,  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers  of  the  brigades  of  Michoa- 
ean,  Paebla,  and  Queretaro,  which  form  the  division  under  my  command,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  brigade  under  command  of  General  Berriozabal,  for  in  face 
of  an  enemy  so  esteemed  for  his  glorious  warlike  antecedents,  our  humble  sol- 
diers proved  that  valor  avails  little  when  justice  is  wanting,  and  have  taught 
the  conauerors  that  they  may  not,  with  impunity,  attack  their  country,  unfortu- 
nate ana  weak  as  they  may  think  it  to  be,  although  they  see  with  regret  such 
brave  soldiers  perish,  who  were  worthy  of  dying  in  a  cause  more  honorable  to 
than  and  more  creditable  to  the  enlightened  and  intelligent  nation  to  which  they 
bdonged. 

God,  liberty,  and  reform.    Line  of  Loreto  and  Guadalupe,  May  6,  1862. 

MIGUEL  NEGRETE, 
Quartermaster  General  of  the  Army  Carps  of  the  East, 

PuEBLA,  May  6,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

MEJIA. 

Washington,  June  28,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 
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Headquarters  Corps  d'Arm^e  of  the  East, 
Berriozabal  Brigade,  Port  of  Guadalupet  May  6,  1862. 

Obnbral-in-Ohibp  :  In  compliance  with  the  verbal  orders  and  instructions 
vhich  the  citizen  general-in-chief  was  pleased  to  give  me  last  night,  I  placed 
myself  this  morning  at  the  Garita  de  Amozoc,  with  the  brigade  which  is  under 
ny  orders,  compost  of  the  fixed  battalion  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  first  and  third 
H^t  battalions  of  Toluca,  formed  in  two  columns  of  attack,  and  ready  to  make 
the  anticipated  charge  in  case  I  so  determined. 

At  11  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  by  order  of  the  citizen  general-in-chief,  I  pro- 
ceeded, at  a  auick  step,  to  the  top  of  Mounts  Guadalupe  and  Loreto,  for  the 
porpoAe  of  aiaing  the  citizen  General  Miguel  Negrete,  charged  with  the  defence 
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of  those  positiona.  I  arrived  opportunely,  for  the  enemy  was  completing  the 
organization  of  his  forces  for  the  attack.  I  arranged  with  General  Negrete  that 
with  his  reserves  and  my  brigade  we  should  form  a  line  of  battle,  supported  by 
a  ditch  covered  with  trees,  at  the  extremities  of  which  were  the  said  points  of 
Loreto  and  Guadalupe.  This  was  done,  and,  making  the  manoeuvre  at  a  quick 
step,  the  line  of  battle  was  formed,  and  ready  to  resist  the  shock  of  the  enemy. 

At  a  quarter  before  12  o'clock  two  battalions  of  Zouaves,  extended  as  rifle- 
men, presented  themselves  to  us,  making  on  us  a  deadly  fire,  and  preparing  for 
a  charge  with  two  strong  columns  that  advanced  rapidly  toward  our  line,  pro- 
tected by  a  hot  fire  from  their  rifled  cannon.  '  Our  riflemen  fell  back  in  good 
order,  and  the  enemy,  with  the  bravery  which  is  peculiar  to  the  French  soldier 
and  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  rushed  on  us.  Our  suffering  soldiers,  no  less 
courageous  perhaps  than  the  French,  received  the  hot  fire  of  the  Zouaves  with- 
out discharging  their  pieces,  waiting  for  the  word  of  command  from  their  officers. 
When  we  had  the  enemy  at  less  than  fifty  paces,  the  citizen  Greneral  Negrete  ^ 
and  I  ordered  the  firing  to  be  commenced,  when  the  valiant  French  soldiers 
came  forward  and  fell  dead  within  fifteen  paces  of  our  line  of  battle.  Their 
columns  were  decimated  by  our  fire,  were  put  in  complete  disorder,  and  com- 
pelled to  fly  before  the  modest  soldiers  of  Mexico,  who  immediately  charged  on 
them,  a  bitter  conflict  with  the  bayonet  taking  place  between  some  of  the  sol- 
diers, which  finally  rendered  us  masters  of  the  field. 

The  brave  Colonel  Caamano  bore  the  flag  of  his  corps,  the  first  light  battahon 
of  Toluca,  in  charging  on  the  invaders ;  and  the  fixea  battalion  of  Vera  Cnia 
and  the  third  light  battalion  remained  not  back,  but  their  commanders  distin- 
guished themselves  by  the  order  in  which  they  executed  the  charge. 

The  enemy,  intelligent  and  stubborn,  had  prepared  new  columns  and  strong 
flanking  forces  of  riflemen.  With  these  they  returned  immediately  to  the  charge, 
but  all  the  commanding  officers  of  our  forces,  and  most  especially  the  citizen 
General  Negrete,  whose  calmness  and  activity  were  remarkable,  reformed  the 
line  of  battle  and  awaited  another  push  of  the  enemy.  Their  efforts  were  un- 
availing, and  for  the  second  time  we  compelled  them  to  fly  and  leave  a  great 
number  of  their  dead,  who  had  received  balls  in  the  back.  A  second  time  our 
corps  also  charged  with  extraordinary  intrepidity,  and  the  French  army  would 
have  been  entirely  destroyed  this  time  if,  at  the  commencement,  we  had  a  little 
cavalry  at  our  disposal ;  but  the  cavalry  being  employed  dt  other  points,  not- 
withstanding we  had  repeatedly  asked  for  it,  it  was  not  possible  for  it  to  arrive 
until  this  last  charge  was  over.  But,  nevertheless,  their  presence  and  the  in- 
trepidity with  which  the  brave  Greneral  Alvarez  charged  on  the  little  ground 
which  he  could  use,  was  sufficient  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  repeating  his 
attack  on  foot ;  but  our  attention  was  again  called  to  some  riflemen  while  on 
the  right  flank  of  the  fortification  of  Guadalupe.  A  strong  column  of  chasseurs 
of  Viiicennes  charged  with  extraordinary  boldness  and  reached  the  ditch,  and 
some  of  their  soldiers  assaulted  the  parapet ;  but  the  defenders  of  that  place, 
with  a  calmness  also  admirable,  succeeded  in  hurling  them  down,  more  than 
thirty  dead  bodies  of  the  enemy  remaining  in  that  ditch.  At  this  time  the  re- 
form battalion  of  San  Luis,  sent  to  me  by  the  citizen  general-in-chief,  came 
forward,  from  which  corps  I  detached  a  company  to  fight  the  enemy  on  his  right 
flank.  This  was  completely  routed,  and,  as  before,  his  soldiers  turned  their  backs 
to  us,  and  have  not  again  undertaken  another  attack  on  us  since  that  hour, 
which  was  4  J  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Staying  with  and  applying  myself  to  the  right  of  our  line,  which  was  where 
the  enemy  redoubled  his  attacks,  I  could  not  observe  the  left  with  the  precision 
that  I  desired  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  to  the  citizen  general-in-chief  the 
most  notable  deeds  of  the  battalions  which  covered  it ;  but  the  citizen  General 
Negrete  will  do  so  immediately  through  the  forces  of  his  division. 

All  the  commanders  and  officers  of  the  brigade  under  my  conmiaud  have  con- 
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ducted  themselves  brilliantlj,  and  with  truth  I  can  assnre  you  that  I  did  not 
notice  a  single  sign  of  cowardice  in  any  of  them,  for  which  reason  I  make  no 
special  commendations,  as,  I  repeat,  all  perfectly  discharged  their  duty ;  and  it 
is  only  in  this  way  that  can  be  explained  that  an  enemy  has  been  routed  who 
is  accustomed  to  conquering  everywhere,  as  is  evinced  by  the  decorations  worn 
on  their  breasts,  and  who  were  driven  back  in  the  midst  of  the  combat  by  our 
soldiers.  Some  prisoners  were  taken  by  us,  and  have  been  sent  to  the  fortress, 
sad  up  to  this  time  we  have  picked  up  more  than  three  hundred  of  the  enemy's 
dead  bodies. 

We  have  also  to  mourn  the  loss  of  some  of  our  soldiers,  and  the  wounding  of 
the  hlgh-souled  lieutenant  colonel  citizen  Jos^  Oodoy  Alcala,  chief  of  my  staff, 
as  well  as  the  lieutenant  of  the  first  light  battalion,  citizen  Susano  Nieto,  and 
sub>lieutenant  of  the  same  corps,  citizen  Marearito  Moreno,  although  slightly. 

The  respective  reports  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  brigade,  as  well  as  of  the 
arms  taken  finom  the  enemy,  are  being  drawn  up,  which  will  be  seasonably  com- 
nmnicated  to  you  for  the  knowledge  of  the  citizen  general-in-chief. 

The  corps  which  compose  the  brigade  bearing  my  name,  in  discharging  their 
duty,  have  comprehended  that  on  their  deportment  in  the  first  encounters  which 
we  should  have  with  the  foreign  enemy  depended  the  assurance  or  loss  of  the 
mdependence  of  their  country.  The  haughty  French  soldier  has  been  humbled 
on  this  axmiversary  of  the  death  of  Napoleon  I,  and  for  the  first  time,  according 
to  the  prisoners,  have  they  found  themselves  compelled  to  fly  before  their  ene- 
mies, bearing  their  flag  without  the  glory  which  they  had  conquered  in  a  thou- 
sand battles. 

In  reporting  to  you  what  has  happened  in  the  memorable  passage  of  this  day, 
for  the  knowledge  of  the  citizen  general-in-chief,  I  congratulate  you  on  the 
brilliant  result  we  have  obtained,  for  it  will  ever  do  honor  to  Mexico,  whatever 
subsequent  events  may  be. 
Grod,  liberty,  and  reform ! 

FELIPE  B.  BERRIOZABAL, 
0  Commanding  General. 

Washington,  June  28,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  7. 

[Translation.] 

Army  Corps  op  the  East, 
Quartermoiter  of  the  Army^  2d  Division^ 
Gbnbral:  It  is  satisfactory  to  bring  to  your  knowledge  the  details  of 
the  affiEur  of  arms  yesterday  in  regard  to  the  3d  division  under  my  command  at 
present.  At  half-past  eleven  in  the  morning,  when  the  enemy's  column  came 
within  range  of  our  artillery,  a  brisk  firing  with  this  arm  opened  on  either 
ptrt.  Dnring  this  exchange  of  projectiles,  and  during  the  first  attacks  which 
the  enemy's  infantry  made  on  the  field-works  at  Guadalupe  and  Loreto,  the 
eolumns  under  my  command  remained  quiet,  because,  in  obedience  to  superior 
ofders,  the  time  for  a  movement  had  not  arrived.  Between  two  and  three  in  the 
sftemoon,  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  at  the  field-works,  I  observed  that  a  large 
oolnnm  of  infantry  was  moving  to  my  front,  supported  by  a  squadron,  and  throw- 
lag  out  in  advance  a  numerous  line  of  skirmishers,  who  already  were  beginning 
to  engage  with  the  battalion  of  San  Luis  riflemen,  which,  in  like  manner,  covered 
oar  ^nt.  The  rifles  maintained  the  contest  at  their  position  so  that,  on  begin- 
idng  to  retire,  according  to  directions,  anticipating  such  movement,  they  had  not 
ooly  been  asMiled  by  Sie  enemy's  sharpshooten,  but  also  began  to  Bu£br  fiN>m 
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the  fire  of  the  column.  At  this  moment  I  ordered  the  battalion  Gnerrero,  under 
command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Mariano  Jimenez,  to  move  in  column  upon  the  enemy, 
and  deploying  on  the  march  into  line  of  battle,  it  could  attack  it  without  ceas- 
ing to  gain  groimd.  This  battalion  engaged  in  severe  contest,  and  having  suf- 
fered much,  it  became  necessary  to  protect  it,  and  double  its  strength  in  case  of 
need,  and  for  this  purpose  I  detached  battalions  No.  1  and  No  2,  of  Oaxaca,  in 
command  of  their  respective  leaders.  Col.  Alejandro  Espinosa  and  Lieut.  Col. 
Don  Francise  Loaeza,  of  the  2d,  formed  into  single  column,  and  attacked  the 
enemy  with  such  impetus  that  they  were  successfully  dislodged  from  the  sinu- 
osities of  the  groimd,  which  was  a  succession  of  parapets  upon  the  plain. 
When  our  attack  gave  this  favorable  result,  the* French  columns,  which  for  the 
last  time,  and  with  unspeakable  vigor,  attacked  the  earthworks  of  Guadalupe, 
were  changed  into  streams  of  ftigitives,  which  quickly  descended  the  cerro,  and 
seemed  to  intend  to  cut  off  those  we  were  fighting  in  the  valley.  At  this  instant 
I  ordered  the  battalion  Morelos,  which  untu  then  formed  my  reserve,  to  move  in 
column  under  Lieut.  Col.  Rafael  Ballasteros,  and  with  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
came  to  strengthen  my  left,  as  he  did,  ending  by  driving  back  those  he  did  not 
destroy,  even  in  flight.  I  also  ordered  the  rifles,  with  the  squadrons  of  lancers 
of  Joluca  and  Oaxaca  to  march  on  the  right,  parallel  with  Morelos,  and  in  the 
same  range.  When  in  this  form  pursuing  the  enemy  I  received  repeated  orders 
to  halt,  and  did  so,  leaving  my  rear  guard  on  the  battle-field,  and  with  the  enemj 
in  front  in  most  complete  disorder  at  a  distance  of  seven  hundred  yards.  In 
this  position,  and  exchanging  much  artillery  firing,  we  remained  until  seven  at 
night,  at  which  hour,  under  superior  orders,  I  returned  to  occupy  my  line. 

On  our  part,  we  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  the  brave  Captain  Manuel 
Varela,  and  Sub-lieutenant  Miguel  Gonzalez,  as  well  as  the  wounding  of  Captain 
Jose  Omana.  The  annexed  return  gives  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  class 
of  troops  belonging  to  this  division,  without  including  those  of  the  lancers  of 
Oaxaca,  regarding  them  as  of  the  first  brigade  of  cavalry. 

I  cannot  tell  with  certainty  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  enemy 
in  this  line,  because  a  commission  had  begun  to  gather  them  up  befof^  I  could 
give  attention  to  them,  and  I  can  only  assure  you  that  I  saw  more  than  twenty 
corpses  of  the  enemy  taken  off,  and  a  larger  number  of  wounded  than  I  can  es- 
timate ;  and  as  for  many  of  them,  I  saw  the  enemy  carry  off  a  number  of  wounded, 
whom  he  took  to  his  camp. 

Congratulate,  in  my  name,  the  general-in-chief,  and  accept  the  proffer  of  my 
esteem  and  due  respect. 

Liberty  and  reform.      Camp  by  the  enemy.  May  6,  1862. 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ, 
Quartermaster  General  of  the  Army  Corps  of  the  East. 

Copy.    I  certify.  MEJIA. 

Washington,  June  28,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  8. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  Mexican  States  to  the  nation  : 

Mexicans  :  Without  any  explanation  of  the  motives  of  ita  unjust  aggression 
and  without  even  the  formality  of  a  previous  declaration  of  war,  a  French  army 
has  advanced  into  the  interior  of  the  republic 

Like  nations  which  invaded  others  in  the  age  of  baibarism,  they  have  ad- 
vanced without  giving  other  reason  than  that  of  force,  pretending  to  deny  to 
Mexico  its  rights  as  a  sovereign  nation,  its  independence,  and  its  honor. 

The  French  government,  badly  informed,  has  listened  to  those  who,  from 
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miserable  pecuniary  interests,  have  incited  it  to  a  conduct  unworthy  of  France, 
and  contrary  to  the  principles  of  justice,  of  right,  and  of  tlie  freedom  of  peoples. 
Through  these  unhappy  counsels,  not  only  has  it  been  led  to  attack  the  sove- 
reijrnty  of  Mexico,  but  also  to  insult  the  two  powers  with  which  it  had  become 
aUied. 

In  the  convention  of  London  the  principle  of  non-intervention  was  maintained, 
the  three  allies  binding  themselves  always  to  respect  the  voluntary  will  of  the 
Mexican  people. 

In  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad  they  recognized  that  the  government  es- 
tablished in  the  republic  in  conformity  with  its  constitution  did  not  require  any 
assistance — not  even  of  foreign  intervention — sustained  as  it  is  by  its  own  author- 
ity, and  by  the  public  opinion  of  the  nation. 

Notwithstanding,  the  commissioners  of  the  French  government,  before  taking 
the  first  steps  to  comply  with  their  word — before  having  even  the  appearance  of 
a  single  pretext  for  eluding  it — broke  faith  with  their  allies,  and  violated  their 
solemn  compromises. 

Mexico  does  not  need  to  qualify  the  conduct  of#  the  French  commissioners :  it 
is  already  stamped  by  the  judgment  of  England  and  of  Spain  ;  and  it  will  excite 
the  scorn  of  all  peoples,  and  of  all  men  of  honor  to  whom  promised  faith — the 
pledged  word  and  the  honor  of  nations — are  not  an  empty  sound. 

History  will  record  with  indelible  shame  how,  setting  aside  all  scruples  of 
honor,  the  commissioners  of  the  French  government  announced  with  brazen  face 
to  their  two  allies,  in  Orizaba,  on  the  9th  of  April.  1862,  that  the  secret  inten- 
tion of  their  government,  at  the  signing  of  the  convention  of  London,  had  been 
to  proceed  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  most  explicit  of  its  stipulations.  It  will 
record,  also,  that  England  and  Spain  preferred,  with  justice,  that  the  scandal  of 
the  rupture  should  throw  upon  the  French  commisHioners  the  responsibility  be- 
fore the  world  of  their  entire  conduct,  rather  than  appear  as  accomplices  or  as 
instruments  of  their  perfidy. 

The  first  step  once  taken,  there  was  now  no  restraint  against  the  commission 
of  other  violations  of  faith.  They  have  proceeded  to  violate,  without  shame, 
the  stipulation  of  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  which  was  confirmed  in  their 
note  of  the  9th  of  April,  by  which  they  contracted  the  solemn  promise  that 
their  forces  should  retire  to  their  former  positions. 

For  the  commissioners  of  the  French  government  the  honor  of  the  French 
inns  has  been  worth  less  than  the  difficulties  and  perils  of  attacking  the  first 
fortified  position  of  the  Mexican  array.  They  believed  that  the  events  of  1808 
in  Spain  could  be  repeated,  even  with  less  dissimulation,  in  a  distant  country. 

The  misfortune  of  a  defeat  might  have  been  repaired  by  a  victory ;  but 
nothing  can  remove  so  great  a  stain  upon  the  national  honor.  France  herself 
will  wish  to  let  it  fall  upon  the  heads  of  her  commissioners,  and  on  learning  of 
their  perfidy  will  be  filled  with  indignation. 

Ends  so  evil  and  means  so  repugnant  have  been  sought  to  be  covered  by  the 
reil  which  now  for  centuries  has  been  broken,  and  which  can  no  more  deceive  ; 
for  it  has  been  used  a  thousand  times  by  all  those  who,  believing  themr^elves 
Jtrong  enough,  have  desired  to  conquer  nations  that  they  considered  feeble,  de- 
priving them  of  their  liberties. 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  Mexican  people  were  to  be  protected,  in  order  that 
they  might  establish  a  government  of  their  choice ;  and  this  precisely  at  the 
time  when  they  had  attained  the  object  of  their  constant  efforts  to  estiiblish 
themselves  in  conformity  with  their  own  free  will.  Three  years  they  first  stnig- 
pied  in  order  that  their  representatives  might  sanction,  in  1857,  the  constitution 
«rbich  was  desired  by  the  national  voice ;  and  when  a  revolution  sought  to  over- 
throw it,  they  again  took  up  arms,  and  struggled  without  ceasing  for  another 
three  years,  until  they  secured  its  triumph. 
In  that  constitution  the  representatives  of  the  people  have  proclaimed  tliQ 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  64 9 
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national  will,  setting  forth,  in  article  41,  that  "  it  is  the  will  of  the  Mexican 
people  to  conetitate  themselves  a  representative,  democratic,  federal  republic, 
composed  of  States  free  and  sovereign  in  all  that  concerns  their  interior  regi- 
men, but  united  in  a  federation  established  according  to  the  principles  of  this 
fundamental  law." 

This  political  principle  has  borne  the  banner  of  Mexico  since  the  time  when, 
through  the  heroic  efforts  of  her  sons,  she  recovered  her  independence ;  and  this 
is  the  primary  basis  of  the  system  of  government  defended  by  the  Mexican 
people,  and  which,  through  their  votes  and  by  means  of  their  blood,  they  Lave 
succeeded  in  establishing. 

For  this  reason  it  is  affected  to  ignore  the  will  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
Mexican  people,  in  order  to  cover  the  principal  object  of  the  aggression,  which 
is  to  overthrow  republican  institutions,  as  the  first  step  to  introduce  in  Mexico, 
and  in  other  countries  of  America,  the  dominant  influence  of  a  policy  which 
gives  to  one  nation  a  superiority  over  others  in  the  relations  of  those  peoples 
with  the  rest.  For  the  same  end  an  unnatural  son  of  Mexico  has  been  sought, 
hoping  through  him  to  seduce  gome  of  his  compatriots  to  aid  in  the  consumma- 
tion of  his  treason.  Through  him  justice  is  outraged,  and  principles  to-day  re- 
spected by  all  civilized  peoples  are  violated,  desiring  to  extinguish  by  force  the 
national  will ;  but  the  destinies  of  the  republic  are  sought  to  be  confided  to  a 
Mexican  traitor  only  that  he  may  afterwards  deliver  them,  defenceless,  into  the 
hands  of  the  government  by  whom  he  is  employed  as  the  docile  instrument 
of  its  ambition. 

Two  of  the  allied  nations,  although  induced  by  error  to  send  forces  against 
the  republic,  notwithstanding,  when  the  exiled  general  (Miguel  Miramon)  wished 
to  enter  the  country  under  their  protection,  caused  him  to  re-embark,  because 
they  came  with  no  intention  to  introduce  anarchy,  nor  to  reanimate  the  remnants 
of  faction.  They  thus  demonstrated  the  loyalty  with  which  they  had  signed 
the  convention  of  London. 

But,  in  unworthy  contrast  with  the  conduct  of  England  and  of  Spain,  the 
commissioners  of  the  French  government  brought  with  them  Juan  Almonte,  in 
order  that,  under  the  shield  of  their  protection,  he  might  send  from  Vera  Cruz 
to  the  officers  of  the  Mexican  army  revolutionary  plans  and  seditious  appeals; 
and  in  order  that,  even  without  the  capacity  of  concealment,  these  same  plans, 
already  discovered  and  published,  should  be  afterwards  proclaimed  at  Orizaba 
under  French  bayonets — hiring  some  mercenary  persons  to  place  their  signatures, 
and  using  those  of  other  worthy  people,  who,  even  under  the  restraint  of  those 
same  French  bayonets,  have  declared  them  to  be  forged. 

The  government  of  the  republic  carried  its  moderation  to  the  utmost  extent, 
asking  only  that  Juan  Almonte  should  be  re-embarked,  without  using  the  per- 
fect right  which  it  had  to  demand  his  delivery,  as  he  was  in  a  city  of  the  Mexi- 
can territory  not  occupied  by  the  French  army,  but  in  which  only  depots  were 
established,  which  were  asked  for  for  sanitary  purposes. 

The  French  commissioners  refused  to  order  his  departure,  under  the  futile 
pretext  that  France  had  shielded  many  proscribed  persons  without  having  yet 
given  the  example  of  withdrawing  protection  from  any — as  if,  in  addition  to 
shielding  a  criminal  within  her  territory,  France  had  the  right  to  send  him,  and 
aid  him  with  her  arms  in  his  treason  against  his  country. 

Nothing  has  restrained  the  French  commissioners — neither  the  interests  of 
their  own  honor  nor  the  good  name  of  their  nation.  They  subscribed  to  the 
preliminaries  of  La  Soledad  with  the  sole  purpose  of  purchasing  certain  advan- 
tages of  bad  faith  at  the  price  of  the  honor  of  their  own  signatures,  which  were 
the  signatures  of  the  representatives  of  the  government  of  France. 

To  obtain  depots  in  healthy  localities,  and  to  free  themselves  from  all  hostili- 
ties until  their  re-enforcements  arrived,  they  recognized  in  the  preliminaries  the 
Je^timacy  of  the  government  of  the  republic;  they  confessed  that  it  was  based 
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npon  and  Bustained  by  the  national  will ;  and  they  offered  to  open  negotiations 
with  it  on  the  15th  of  April;  but  scarcely  had  their  re-enforcements  arrived,  when, 
impatient  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  bad  faith,  .without  waiting  for  the  day  ap- 
pointed, they  declared,  on  the  9th  of  April,  that  they  had  come  to  overthrow 
the  established  government,  now  saying  that  it  was  sustained  only  by  an  op- 
jiressive  minority,  against  the  will  of  the  majority  of  the  Mexican  people. 

They  stipulated  that  they  would  consent  to  the  restoration  of  tne  custom- 
boose  of  Vera  Cruz  to  the  Mexican  government,  in  order  that  the  latter  should 
permit  the  commerce  to  send  down  wagons  and  other  means  of  transport  which 
the  French  army  lacked ;  but  when  these  arrived  they  were  seized  for  the  uses 
of  the  French  army,  and  impediments  were  placed  in  the  way  of  the  delivery  of 
the  custom-house. 

They  obliged  themselves,  that  if  negotiations  failed,  they  would  return  their 
forces  to  the  points  they  had  first  occupied;  but  in  place  of  complying  with  this 
M)lenm  promise,  they  preferred  to  give  to  Mexico  and  the  world  the  right  to  say  that, 
to  avoid  the  perils  of  a  combat,  they  preferred  to  escape,  by  means  of  a  felony, 
from  the  necessity  of  attacking  the  first  fortified  position  of  the  Mexican  army. 
31  exico  cannot  be  reproached  in  having  placed  full  faith  in  the  belief  that  the 
honor  of  the  French  arms  would  be  sacred  to  their  chiefs  and  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  their  government. 

It  has  not  been  Mexico  that  has  pretended  to  outrage  this  honor,  but  those 
who  have  not  hesitated  to  stain  it,  and  were  undeterred  by  the  reflection  which 
should  have  been  made,  that  if  the  French  army  should  afterwards  suffer  a  defeat, 
the  belief  would  be  confirmed  that  they  were  afraid  to  commence  the  combat  at 
the  first  fortified  positions.  They  saw,  in  fine,  that  the  Mexican  government 
had  retired  some  of  its  forces,  relying  upon  the  faith  of  the  preliminaries  '^  and 
this  decided  the  commissioners  to  break  the  engagements  before  even  the  time 
stipulated  for  them  to  commence  to  have  effect.  In  this  manner  they  believed 
it  vould  be  eaay  to  reach  the  capital  of  the  republic. 

But  (eternal  glory  to  them!)  a  few  of  its  sons  have  been  able  to  prevent  this. 
Two  thousand  Mexicans  detained  the  whole  French  army  in  the  pas«  of  Acult- 
»ngo ;  and  afterwards,  in  Puebla,  a  less  force  than  theire  repulsed  them  on  the 
5th  of  the  present  month,  and  has  obliged  them  to  retire. 

God  has  protected  the  cause  of  justice.  There  came  in  the  French  army 
wrps  the  most  distinguished  in  the  campaigns  of  the  Crimea  and  of  Italy;  but, 
notwithstanding,  with  less  number  and  with  inferior  elements  of  war,  they  have 
been  triumphed  over  by  the  national  guard  and  the  Mexican  army.  The  French 
soldiers,  who  have  conquered  everywhere  where  they  have  defended  a  worthy 
and  a  noble  cause,  have  recognized  the  justice  of  their  disaster,  because  they 
combated,  without  motive,  to  overthrow  the  independence  of  a  people.  They  do 
not  retire  with  shame,  because  their  courage  has  been  already  proved ;  but  they 
M  the  hardship  of  having  been  exposed  to  defeat  in  an  unjust  war,  in  which 
llie  representatives  of  their  government  have  wished  to  make  them  the  instn- 
aents  of  speculations,  of  perfidy,  and  of  treason. 

Mexicans !  take  pride  in  the  glory  which,  in  Acultzingo  and  in  Puebla,  has 
been  conquered  for  the  republic  by  your  brothers.  Already  the  national  repre- 
mtation  has  given  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  general-in-chief,  the  generals,  oflficers, 
tad  soldiers  that  have  merited  thus  well  of  their  country.  Imitate  their  heroic 
(•nduct  whenever  it  may  be  required.  The  happy  commencement  of  the  cam- 
fii^  is  worthy  of  the  cause  of  the  independence  of  Mexico;  but  there  may  be 
Rill  grave  perils  menacing  it,  which  will  require  all  the  efforts  of  all  its  sons. 
U  ug  unite  by  the  side  of  the  government  that  so  worthily  is  sustaining  the 
yofi  of  the  nation.  With  full  confidence  in  it,  the  national  representation  has 
j^vwted  it  with  all  the  power  necessary  to  save  the  republic.  Congrcss  does 
^t  doubt  what  will  be  aone;  for  it  knows  that  the  States  have  not  omitted,  and 
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will  not  omit,  any  effort  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  our  nationality,  and  it  knows  the 
patriotism  with  which  the  Mexican  people  will  sacrifice  everything  to  save  their 
country,  their  independence,  and  their  liberty. 

Hall  of  Sessions  of  Congress,  Mexico,  May  9, 1862. 

JOSfi  LINARES. 
Deputy  for  the  State  of  Guanajuato,  President  of  Congress, 

MANUAL  DUBLAN, 
Deputy  for  the  State  of  Oaxaca,  Vice-President  of  Congress, 

For  the  State  of  Aguas  Calientes,  Jesus  Gomez. 

For  the  State  of  Campeche,  Tomas  Aznar  Barba^^hano. 

For  the  State  of  Chiapas,  Matias  Castellanos,  Jos6  Mariano  Garcia. 

For  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  Martin  Salido. 

For  the  State  of  Durango,  J.  Hernandez  y  Marin,  Alfonso  Hernandez. 

For  the  State  of  Guanajuato,  Vicente  Lopez,  Enriqie  Arce,  Juan  Zalce, 
PoMPoso  Vasquez,  Braulio  Carballar,  Nicolas  Medina. 

For  the  State  of  Guerrero,  Antonio  Carrion,  Juan  A.  Mateos,  Jos6  M. 
Cond^.  de  la  Torre,  Ignacio  M.  Altamirano,  Josfi  M.  Ramirez,  Joaquix 
Moreno,  Sabas  Garcia. 

For  the  State  of  Jalisco,  Antonio  C.  Avila,  Samo  Guzman,  J.  Cai.villo 
Parra,  Manuel  R.  Alatorre,  Felix  Barron,  Ladislao  Gaona,  A.  Her- 
RERA  Y  Cairo. 

For  the  Stateof  Mexico,  Justino  Fernandez,  A.  Garrido,  Jos6  L.Revilla, 
M.  dk  Madariaga,  M.  Romero  Rubio,  Jos6  R.  Trejo,  Manuel  Saavedra, 
Joaquin  Escalante,  Manuel  de  la  Pena  y  Ramirez,  Victor  Perez,  An- 
tonio Tagle,  Ramon  Iglesias,  Ignacio  Ecala,  Pablo  Tellez,  Domingo 
Romero,  Manuel  Castilla  y  Portugal,  Antonio  Rebollar,  J.  N.  Saborio, 
S.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  M.  Riva  Palacio,  Ezeuuiel  Montes. 

For  the  State  of  Michoacan  de  Ocampo,  Manuel  G.  Lama,  Francisco 
DE  P.  Cendejas,  J.  Mendoza,  Antonio  Espinosa,  Jesus  Echaiz,  Juan 
Aldaiturriaoa. 

For  the  State  of  Nucvo  Leon  and  Coahuila,  Luis  Galan,  Manuel  Gomez. 

For  the  State  of  Oaxaca,  J.  A.  Gamboa,  G.  Larrazabal,  Manuel  Ruiz, 
Manuel  Posada,  Manuel  E.  Goytia,  Ignacio  Marisgal. 

For  the  State  of  Puebla,  Joaquin  Ruiz,  Jose  M.  Bautista,  Pedro  Ampu- 
DiA,  J.  Juan  Sanchez,  Manuel  Jimenes  Salazar,  Jos6  Maria  Bello  y 
Garcia,  Manuel  Espinosa,  Manuel  M*a  de  Zamacona,  Manuel  Manian, 
Francisco  Ferrer,  Manuel  Maria  Ortiz  de  3Iontellano. 

For  the  State  of  Qucretaro,  F.  Verduzco,  Francisco  Frias  y  Herrera. 

For  the  State  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  Susano  Quevedo,  Enrique  Ampudia, 
Carlos  Maria  Escobar,  Vicente  Chico  Sein,  Gabriel  Aguirre,  Mariano 
A.  ViLLALOBos,  Jose  M.  Undiano,  Martin  Gascon. 

For  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  Emilio  Velasco,  Agustin  Menchaca. 

For  the  State  of  Tlaxcala,  Tomas  B.  y  Toral,  Pascual  Miranda. 

For  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  Eufemio  M.  Rojas,  Leonido  Vadillo,  Man- 
uel G.  Tello,  Manuel  Dias  Miron. 

For  the  State  of  Yucatan,  Juan  Suarez  y  Navarro,  Jos6  R.  Nicolin, 
Francisco  Maria  Arredondo. 

For  the  State  of  Zacatccas,  Miguel  Auza,  J.  D.  Castro,  Josfi  Maria 
Avila,  Juan  Arteaga,  S.  Acebedo,  J.  Ruvalcaba,  Trinidad  G.  Cadena. 

For  the  federal  district,  Jos6  Valente  Baz,  Tomas  Orozco,  Pantalio.v 
TovAR,  Blas  Balcar(  el,  Felipe  Buenrostro,  Gabino  F.  Bustamaistb, 
Antonio  Herrera  Campos,  Florencio  M.  del  Castillo. 

For  the  Territory  of  Lower  California,  Felix  Gibert. 

Remigio  Ibanez,  for  the  State  of  Guanajuato,  Deputy  Secretary. 


JPRESENT   CONDITION   OF     MEXICO.  133 

ELMO  Cano,  for  the  State  of  Yucatan,  Deputy  Secretary, 

lUEL  RoJO,  for  the  federal  district,  Deputy  Secretary, 

[UEL  Mabia  Ovando,  for  the  State  of  Puebla,  Deputy  Secretary, 

Washington,  June  28,  1862. 
ae  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  9. 

[Tranelation.] 

PuBBLA,  May  9,  1862. 

ELLENCY  Genebal  :  We,  the  undersigned,  having  witnessed  all  the  deli- 
;ention8  by  which  the  French  prisoners  have  been  surrounded,  and  more 
lly  the  wounded,  come,  in  compliance  with  a  sacred  duty,  manifesting  to 
w  much  our  hearts  have  been  moved  by  conduct  so  noble  and  generous, 
part  of  the  government,  towards  our  countrymen  whom  the  chances  of 
ve  made  prisoners  or  wounded.  Authorized  by  your  excellency's  espe- 
iidgence  to  visit  and  assist  many  unfortunate  countrymen,  we  are  the 
interpreters  of  the  sentiments  of  gratitude  by  which  they  are  animated 
careful  attentions  they  receive.  Please,  sir,  accept,  on  behalf  of  all  our 
tJie  sincere  expression  of  our  thankfulness,  which  we  also  present  to  the 
ties,  surgeons,  and  officers  of  the  army,  who  daily  visit  the  sick,  giving 
•ae  evidences  of  sympathy. 

•eiterate  to  your  excellency  the  expressions  of  consideration  and  respect 
r  most  obedient  servants, 

VicTOB  Nebon.  Augustin  Binoche. 

E.  EuGENio  Lafbn&tbb.        Camilo  Cupieb. 

E.  Lamabgne.  L.  Negbie. 

Bebnabdo  Abadie.  Chables  Relanch. 

Louis  Toussiant.  Emilio  Ravmon. 

Emilio  Robebt.  Paul  Claisin. 

Simon  Beguebisse.  G.  Petebs. 

Ren6  Valadie.  Adbian  Valadie. 

E.  Lane.  Juan  Cenad. 

Alpbedo  Leboux.  Emilio  Diech. 

E.  NaNDE.  J.  S.  ViLLABIES. 

JouBEBT  F.  Beguebisse.      T.  F.  Fiogen. 
Pbdbo  Beguebisse.  P.  M.  P.  Valadie. 

Most  Excellent  Senor  Don  Santiago  Tapia, 

Gocemor  and  Commanding  General  of  the  State. 

Washington,  June  28,  1862. 
ae  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  10. 
[Tranglation] 

Govebnment  and  Militaby  Gommandbby  of  Puebla. 
government,  representative  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State,  and  sure  their 
are  the  same  as  those  which  animate  the  whole  nation,  has  received  vf\\\v 
atest  satisfaction  the  manifestation  which  you,  and  other  French  aubjecla 
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resident  in  this  city,  have  been  pleased  to  address  to  it  in  relation  to  the  atten- 
tion and  cares  of  which  those  persons  of  the  French  army  were  the  objects  who 
were  wounded  and  made  prisoners  of  war  at  the  hills  of  Loreto  and  Guadalnpe 
on  the  5th  current.  It  is  proof  in  the  face  of  the  ci^^lized  world  that  Mexico, 
even  in  the  present  case,  in  which  she  finds  herself  compelled  to  defend  herself 
against  unjustifiable  aggression,  has  not  lost  her  sympathies  for  the  French  na- 
tion, although  she  deplores  the  errors  of  enemies,  without  cause,  who  have  put 
the  republic  under  the  necessity  of  maintaining  in  arms  its  independence  and  its 
dignity. 

For  this  reason  be  pleased,  Mr.  Consul,  and  other  French  subjects  who  signed 
the  communication  to  which  I  reply,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  respect  and 
esteem. 

Liberty  and  reform.     May  9,  1862. 

SANTIAGO  TAPIA. 

The  Consul  of  France,  Don  Victor  Neron,  Present 

Washington,  June  28,  1802. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO 


No.  11. 
[Translation.] 

Department  of  War  and  Marine — Division  First. 
The  citizen  president  has  noticed  with  especial  satisfJaction  the  medals  and 
crosses  belonging  to  individuals  of  the  invading  army  which  you  transmitted  to 
this  department ;  but  his  generous  spirit  cannot  but  feel  softened  to  tenderness 
in  pondering  the  intense  and  allowable  sorrow  which  must  have  been  caused  to 
the  owners  of  these  decorations,  distinctions,  and  rewards,  merited  by  heroic 
valor,  by  losing  them  in  an  affair  of  arms  of  no  less  bravery  on  the  part  of  each 
individually,  but  by  the  hazards  of  war,  in  which  bravery,  though  unfortunate,' 
equally  deserves  respect  and  consideration.     In  consequence,  he  has  pleased  to 
order,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  communicating  it  to  you  for  execution,  that 
all  the  decorations  which,  in  the  heat  of  battle,  our  soldiers  wrested  from  the 
brave  conquered,  wounded,  or  prisoners,  be  restored  to  them  in  the  name  of, 
and  as  a  testimonial  of  the  consideration  in  which  valor  is  held  by,  the  army  of 
the  east,  and  of  the  generous  spirit  of  the  Mexican  nation,  considering  that  those 
unfortunates  who  had  won  them  by  distinguished  actions,  whose  memory  is  tri- 
umphant over  death,  are  in  no  manner  undeserving  of  them  because,  subjects  of 
proper  subordination,  they  have  come  to  our  shores  to  wage  an  unjust  and  absurd 
war,  for  whose  origin  and  consequences  those  will  be  responsible  who  set  it  on 
foot.     As  for  such  of  these  decorations  as  were  taken  on  the  field  of  battle,  or 
from  soldiers  who  died  upon  it,  the  president  desires  you  will  urge  upon  those 
who  may  be  in  possession  of  them  to  give  them  up  to  the  government,  letting 
them  know  that  it  purposes  with  these  and  other  trophies  to  fonn  a  shield  of 
honor,  in  memory  of  the  distinguished  army  of  the  east,  which  may  transmit, 
through  our  military  achievements,  to  all  posterity  the  memorable  battles  of 
Acultzingo  and  of  the  environs  of  Puebla.     He  also  orders  me  to  say  that,  as  \i 
cannot  be  his  intention,  because  it  would  be  inequitable,  that  the  bravery  of  the 
soldiers  who  won  these  decorations,  which  they  are  requested  to  give  up  for  tie 
objects  mentioned,  should  pa.«*s  without   reward,  and  should  lose  these  glorious 
incentives  to  gallantry,  you  will  please  to  report  their  names,  and,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible,  state  the  cii'cumstances  which  distinguished  the  achievement  of  these  tro- 
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phies,  that  thej  may  be  inscribed  on  the  honorable  record,  and  held  in  view  for 
the  purpose  of  according  to  those  interested  a  suitable  reward. 

The  president  well  understands  that  antecedent  preferences  and  indications 
perfectly  interpret  the  generous  sentiments  which  he  commends  to  you  to  carry 
into  effect. 

Liberty  and  reform.     Mexico,  May  10,  1862, 

BLANCO. 

The  Gexeral-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  East. 

Copy,  Mexico,  May  11,  1862. 

MANUEL  MA.  SANDOVAL. 

Washington,  June  28,  1862. 
A  tmc  copy. 

ROMEEO. 


No.  12. 

Mexican  Army,  Commander-in-Chief. 

TocR  Excellency:  The  17th  inst,  at  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when,  at 
the  head  of  my  cavalry,  I  arived  at  the  Rancho  del  Potrero,  which  is  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountain  that  my  troops  were  descending,  struggling  with  all  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  ground,  that  is,  as  your  excellency  knows,  excessively  rocky  and 
rteep,  I  learned  by  my  explorers  that  the  French  army  were  encamped  on  the 
estate  of  Tecamalaca,  and  in  consequence  of  this  notice  I  left  orders  with  General 
D.  Domingo  Herran  to  assemble  the  forces,  and  to  remain  with  them  in  that 
place,  waiting  my  orders.  I  set  out  immediately  for  said  estate,  with  the  object 
of  conferring  with  your  excellency.  There  I  learned  that  your  excellency  was 
in  this  city,  and  followed  directly  with  the  above-mentioned  object,  having  the 
honor  to  present  myself  before  you  and  confer  as  I  desired. 

I  had  already,  from  Tecamalaca,  ordered  General  Herran  that  as  soon  as  his 
forces  were  all  collected,  to  continue  his  march  to  said  estate,  encamping  there 
that  night,  to  follow  in  the  raoniing,  according  to  the  instructions  which  I  gave  him 
to  that  effect.  But  as  I  always  calculated  that  the  enemy,  which  occupied  tlie 
Leights  of  Acultzingo,  would  make  all  possible  efforts  to  prevent  the  movement 
which  my  cavalry  executed,  or  at  least  to  cut  off  whatever  part  of  the  forces 
might  be  possible,  I  left  this  city  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  to  go  to  meet  them, 
and  witness  what  might  occur,  in  order  to  give  any  necessary  orders. 

Soon  I  saw  that  I  was  not  mistaken,  because  one  of  my  aides-de-camp  came 
along  the  road  to  inform  me  that  the  enemy  was  in  face  of  my  cavalry.  I 
hastened  my  pace,  and  on  arriving  at  "Barranca  Seca,"  (which  is  the  point  where 
the  road  from  the  heights,  whence  our  opponents  came,  and  the  road  from  the 
Potrero,  whence  my  troops  were  coming,)  I  found  both  forces  already  formed,  face 
to  face,  at  musket-shot  distance.  The  enemy  consisted  of  1,000  cavalry.  They 
were  formed  in  four  columns,  two  in  the  centre  and  two  at  the  extremities, 
covering  their  front  with  a  line  of  skirmishers,  taking  advantage  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  ground  they  occupied,  and  extending  from  the  mountain  on  which 
supported  their  right  to  the  rising  ground  on  the  other  side  of  the  main  road, 
where  their  left  was.  My  cavalry  had  likewise  a  line  of  sharpshooters  oposite  to  the 
sharpshooters  of  the  enemy.  General  Herran,  who  commanded  the  right  of  the  line, 
had  the  brideg  overwhich  the  main  road  passed  covered  by  a  band  of  fifty  men,  and 
had  placed  two  columns  conveniently  to  the  rear  of  his  sharpshooters,  under  the 
orders  of  the  brave  Colonels  Salas  and  Vera.  General  Vicario  occupied  with  his 
division  the  centre  of  the  line,  and  to  the  rear  of  his  skirmishers  had  also  two  co\- 
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umns,  under  Colonels  Yicario  and  Castro.     Colonel  Campos  closed  the  left  with 
his  hrigade,  maintaining  another  column  to  the  rear  of  his  skirmishers. 

It  is  here  just  to  give  due  praise  to  Generals  Herran  and  Vicario,  and  Colonel 
Campos,  who  formed  the  line  in  this  manner,  keeping  hack  the  enemy  and 
covering  the  march  of  their  forces,  which  were  just  issuing  from  the  mountain; 
all  this  in  presence  of  an  enemy,  too,  that  could  not  prevent  it,  nor  take  a 
step  forward,  owing  to  the  good  arrangements  of  said  commanders. 

In  this  situation  the  greater  part  of  the  day  passed,  without  cither  line  moving 
from  its  post,  only  the  skirmishers  maintaining  encounters  of  little  importance — 
the  enemy  without  daring  to  undertake  anything,  and  our  side  not  being  ahle 
either  to  do  so,  both  on  account  of  the  fatigue  of  the  horses  and  want  of  equip- 
ments, and  also  their  force  being  greatly  diminished,  having  to  send  to  this  city 
all  the  unserviceable  part. 

It  was  nearly  5  o'clock  when  we  observed  in  the  enemy's  camp  the  arrival  of 
fresh  forces  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  which  had  been  cautiously  placed  some  time 
before  under  shelter  of  the  uneven  ground.  Next  the  line  of  sharpshootei-s  re- 
formed. We  noticed  a  movement  in  their  columns  of  cavalry,  and  when  thev 
thought  victory  secure,  the  three  columns  of  cavalry  on  the  centre  and  right  mixed 
with  two  other  columns  of  infantry,  (upwards  of  one  thousand  men  each  column,) 
dasht^d  suddenly  against  the  centre  of  my  line  with  such  bravery  and  decision 
that  they  succeeded  in  penetrating  it — the  two  forces  being  mixed  in  an  obsti- 
nate struggle.  At  the  same  time,  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy,  formed  of  a 
column  of  cavalry  and  another  of  infantry  similar  to  the  others,  dashed  upon  the 
right  wing  of  my  line,  but,  less  fortunate  than  their  comrades,  did  not  anive  at 
my  camp,  but  were  repulsed  by  the  brave  men  who  defended  that  side. 

Scarcely  had  the  struggle  begun  in  so  decided  a  manner  when  there  arrived 
at  my  camp  the  second  battalion  of  the  ninety-ninth  regiment  of  French  ui&n- 
try,  that,  to  help  my  cavalry,  had  made  a  painful  march  of  five  leagues,  "with 
great  speed,  and  full  of  enthusiasm  and  valor,  at  once  took  part  in  the  struggle. 
They  were  commanded  by  their  brave  colonel,  M.  Lefebore,  who  dictated  in  a 
skilful  and  active  manner  the  necessary  orders,  which  were  obeyed  by  his  brave 
men.  Without  losing  time,  the  detachment  of  the  vanguard  was  the  first  that 
entered  into  the  fight,  wheeling  to  the  right  and  firing  upon  the  left  wing  of  the 
enemy.  The  first  half  of  the  company  marched  forward,  dispersing  as  skir- 
mishers, and  attacked  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy,  which  had  penetrated  our 
camp,  and  there  sustained  a  struggle  with  the  brave  division  of  the  gallant 
General  Vicario,  who  just  then  was  wounded.  The  second  half  wheeled  to  the 
right,  and  took  possession  of  the  bridge  over  which  the  enemy  wanted  to  pass. 

Another  half  company  marched  forward  to  re-enforce  the  first,  because  there 
was  the  point  of  attack  of  the  enemy,  for  which  reason  most  of  their  forces  had 
charged  these.  In  a  moment  the  fighting  became  general;  the  intrepid  officer 
who  conunanded  the  infantry  charged  boldly  with  the  rest  of  his  battalion,  formed 
in  column,  upon  the  enemy  to  our  left,  who  endeavored  hard  to  pluck  the  victory 
from  us.  Then  it  was  that  were  most  brilliant  the  valor  and  discipline  of  the 
brave  French  soldiers,  who  followed  the  example  of  their  brave  commanders 
and  officers.  On  the  marching  of  the  ninety-ninth,  there  accompanied  them 
the  cavalry  division  of  the  meritorious  General  Vicario,  whilst  the  brigade  of 
the  gallant  Colonel  Campos,  which,  as  before  mentioned  closed  the  left  of  our  line, 
executed  a  similar  movement.  Great  was  the  obstinacy  of  the  enemy  to  maintain 
its  position,  but  the  impetuosity  of  our  brave  fellows  was  greater,  who  took  it 
by  force,  gaining  the  ground  inch  by  inch,  and  the  famed  French  infantry  proving 
that  by  valor  and  disciplme  difficulties  in  war  are  conquered,  and  victory  in  the 
field  of  battle  is  gained. 

The  enemy  had  been  already  repulsed,  and  the  conquerors  began  to  pursue, 
when  suddenly  we  were  attacked  vigorously  by  another  column  of  infantry 
which  appeared  on  our  left  flank,  attacking  furiously  those  who  pursued,  and 
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hoping  to  outflank  on  that  side;  it  was  necessary  to  halt  to  contend  with  that 
colomn,  so  we  did  it  at  once ;  but  although  our  resolute  opponents  persisted  in 
trying  to  advance,  the  column  of  French  infantry,  that  with  fixed  bayonets 
marched  to  meet  them,  decided  the  question  on  that  side,  defeating  the  enemy's 
column.  Likewise  on  our  right  was  the  struggle  obstinate.  The  brave  General 
Herran,  who  commanded  on  that  side,  sustained  the  fight  heroically,  fighting 
continually  against  superior  forces.  The  French  infantry  which  fought  in  his 
line  showed  great  merit,  because,  being  so  few  in  number,  they  gave  an  example 
of  impetuous  bravery,  passing  to  the  bridge,  and  going  to  fight  the  enemy  in 
his  own  camp.  The  valiant  division  of  cavalry  of  General  Herran  joined  their 
efforts  to  those  of  the  infantry,  and,  passing  at  the  same  time  to  the  bridge, 
succeeded  in  defeating  the  enemy  on  that  side ;  then  pursuing  them,  had  the 
glory  to  unite  in  this  movement  with  their  fellow-soldiers  who  had  just  con- 
quered on  the  lei't  flank  and  pursued  on  that  side,  which  was  continued  for  a 
league,  as  far  as  the  "  Venta  of  San  Diego." 

Your  excellency,  who  knows  the  open  country  about  there,  will  understand 
all  the  slaughter  the  enemy  suflered,  pursued  by  our  cavalry,  although  I  had  the 
siatisikction  to  defend  the  prisoners,  strictly  forbidding  to  do  them  the  least  harm ; 
and  I  also  enjoyed  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  gallant  conquerors,  when  the 
struggle  was  over,  stretch  the  hand  of  friendship  to  those  by  whom  they  had 
been  so  bitterly  attacked.  Twelve  hundred  infantry  and  cavalry  prisoners,  a 
battalion  flag,  taken  by  the  brave  ninety-ninth  infantry,  many  muskets,  lances, 
&c.,  SLTv  the  trophies  and  the  consequences  your  excellency  experiences.  The 
enemy's  forces  under  Zaragoza,  on  the  heights  of  Aculzingo,  have  abandoned 
this  strong  position  and  retired  to  San  Augastin  del  Palmar,  which  is  fourteen 
leagues  behind  that  point,  upon  the  Puebla  road,  probably  to  retire  upon  that 
city  if  attacked. 

I  have  the  honor  to  place  at  your  disposal  twenty-four  commanders  and 
officers,  prisoners,  to  whom  I  have  shown  every  civility.  [Here  follows  a  list 
of  prisoners,  &c.] 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  remark  to  your  excellency  that  the  brave  men  who 
fought  in  this  battle  all  did  their  duty,  giving  a  severe  lesson  to  the  ciibecWaSy 
Zaragoza,  Tapia,  Negrete,  and  Alvarez — the  first,  who  ordered  his  men  to 
come  to  shed  Uie  blood  of  their  brethren;  the  second,  who  executed  his  orders  : 
the  third,  who  assisted  him;  and  the  fourth,  who  commanded  the  cavalry.  [Then 
follow  the  names,  &c.,  of  some  who  distinguished  themselves.] 

1  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  the  expression  to  your  excellency 
of  my  high  respect  and  esteem. 

God  and  law.     Headquarters  in  Orizava,  May  23,  1862. 

LEONARDO  MARQUEZ. 

His  Excellency  General  Juan  N.  ALMO^TE, 

Supreme  Chief  of  the  Nation,  Present, 

Washington,  June  28,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


} 


No.  13. 


[Translation.] 


Zacatecans  :  The  permanent  deputation  knows  your  patriotism  and  ardent 
love  of  liberty,  and  as  representative  of  the  State  until  the  reassembling  of  con- 
gress, faithfully  interpreting  your  sentiments  in  the  sovereign  congress  of  the 
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union,  with  the  supreme  national  government,  in  the  States  of  the  confederation 
and  before  the  world,  solemnly  declares  and  protests,  in  the  name  of  the  Zaca- 
tecan  people : 

First.  That  it  is  the  desire  thereof  that  the  nation  continue  to  be  governed 
by  the  republican,  representative,  popular,  federal  government,  and  in  conse- 
quence rejects  the  monarchical  form,  whoever  may  be  sought  to  be  imposed 
upon  the  country,  and  whoever  may  be  the  candidates  for  the  throne. 

Second.  That  the  State  equally  repels  any  foreign  interference  in  the  internal  - 
policy  of  the  republic,  and  will  not  recognize  any  other  government  than  that 
established  in  conformity  with  the  geneml  constitution  of  1857,  by  the  will  of 
the  sovereign  people. 

Third.  Tiiat  the  same  State  will  defend,  with  all  the  elements  at  its  disposal, 
the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the  nation,  and  the  form  of  government 
established  by  the  reform  laws,  against  any  enemies  whatever,  internal  or  ex- 
ternal. 

Chamber  of  the  congressional  committee,  Zacatecas,  April  26,  1862. 

ROQUE  J.  GONZALEZ. 
JESUS  S.  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

Washixgton,  June  28,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

EOMERO. 


No.  14. 
[Translation] 

GUADALAXARA,  April  2^y  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  communications  exchanged  between  the  commissioners  of 
the  allied  powers  and  the  government  of  the  republic  will  have  apprised  yoi«- 
that  war  is  now  inevitable.     The  pretext  set  up  by  the  French  commissioners  for 
violating  the  preliminaries  agreed  upon  at  La  Soledad  will  convince  you,  also, 
that  it  is  not  from  a  desire  for  reparation  for  offences  against  French  citizens, 
and  less  for  obtaining  payment  of  the  most  insignificant  of  debts,  that  the  troops 
of  the  Emperor  have  been  drawn  to  our  territory,  but  that  they  have  come  to 
effect  by  force  an  intervention  most  opprobrious  and  humiliating  to  Mexico,  on 
the  supposition  that  it  has  for  purpose  to  second  the  views  of  the  traitors  who, 
subdued  on  the  field  of  battle  and  by  public  opinion,  have  at  last  thrown  off  the 
mask  which  before  concealed  their  projects,  and  have  been  begging  at  foreign 
courts,  with  the  tenacity  and  shamelessness  which  distinguish  them,  the  mon- 
arch they  have  been  dreaming  of  since,  to  their  regret,  the  republic  ha^s  had 
existence. 

The  war  is  not,  then,  such  as  two  nations,  justly  aggrieved,  make  between 
them;   it  is  that  of  progress  against  the  retrogrades;  that  of  true  Mexicans 
against  traitors ;   the  continuation  of  the  civil  war  which  we  deemed  ended,  and 
which  now  again  bums  up  on  the  reactionaries,  gaining  a  powerful  support,  - 
although  purchased  with  the  honor  and  with  the  country  which  has  ever  been  - 
so  little  valued  by  them. 

But  the  very  conviction  which  we  hold  on  this  subject  should  serve  as  a  - 
stimulus  to  make  us  do  that  which  becomes  us,  both  to  resist  the  armed  force  ' 
which  attacks  us,  and  to  hinder  and  prostrate  the  intrigues  of  those  who,  with 
the  hypocrisy  which  distinguishes  them,  aid  the  invaders  among  the  body  of  the 
people. 

To  thi&  end  I  believe  it  to  be  necessary  that  the  governors  of  States  agree  ou 
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the  course  of  actioD,  because  thus  the  simultaneous  act  which  would  result  will 
have  the  desired  eflficacy,  and  each  State,  at  the  same  time  that  it  can  aid  the 
general  government  with  men  and  supplies,  will  be  able  to  organize  for  its  inter- 
nal defence,  clearing  away,  energetically,  the  obstacles  which  present  themselves 
in  both  cases. 

I  desire,  for  this  purpose,  to  have  your  opinion  on  the  subject,  in  the  idea  that, 
as  I  have  said,  1  am  disposed  to  adopt,  in  concert  with  you  and  the  other  gov- 
ernors, all  the  measures  which  may  be  deemed  suitable  to  the  purpose. 
I  am,  most  cordially,  your  servant, 

PEDRO  OGAZON. 

Governor  of  the  State  of 

Washington,  June  28,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Setcard, 
[TranBlation  ] 


Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  July  31,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  Believing  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  an 
interest  in  knowing  in  detail  the  important  political  occurrences  which  are  taking 
place  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  in  whose  territory  may  chance  to  be  decided 
the  vital  question  of  this  continent — whether  the  nations  which  constitute  it  shall 
continue  their  self-government  as  heretofore,  or  be  subject  to  the  caprice  and  will 
of  the  sovereigns  of  Europe — it  has  seemed  proper  to  me  to  draw  your  attention  to 
such  events  as  have  happened  in  that  republic  during  the  month  of  June  last 
past,  thus  continuing  the  monthly  relation  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  make 
to  your  department  since  the  French  forces  broke  out  into  hostilities. 

The  invading  French  army,  which  expected  to  conquer  the  country  in  a  short 
time,  which  believed  it  would  reach  the  capital  of  the  republic  without  resist- 
ance, which  was  to  infuse  courage  into  the  sound  portion  of  the  population  and 
oppressed  majority  of  the  nation,  has  already  passed  six  months  since  its  land- 
ing on  Mexican  soil,  and  all  that  in  such  time  it  has  been  able  to  conquer  has 
been  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  abandoned  by  the  goverament  of  Mexico,  and  oc- 
cupied first  by  the  Spanish  force,  and  the  towns  of  Cordoba  and  Orizaba,  taken 
by  means  of  the  foulest  treachery  on  record  in  the  annals  of  modem  history. 
In  vain  the  French  commissioner,  M.  De  Saligny,  pretends,  in  concert  with  Don 
Juan  N.  Almonte,  that  in  some  parts  of  the  republic  the  plan  be  favored  which 
proclaims  the  latter  leader  as  supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation ;    the  whole 
country  knows  what  is  meant,  and  will  not  permit  itself  to  be  imposed  upon 
by  the  traitors.     Intrigues,   machinations,   attempts   at  bribery,  are   repelled 
with  indignation  by  Mexican  patriots,  and  the  French  and  their  accomplices  are 
left  in  isolation.     This  is  a  matter  well  deserving  the  attention  of  the  impartial 
observer,  to  see  an  invading  army  which,  far  from  gaining  ground,  intrenches 
itself  in  fortified  positions,  and  is  beleaguered  in  them  for  whole  months  with- 
out determining  to  sally  out  to  encounter  the  enemy,  who  may  be  found  at  a 
lew  miles'  distance.     If  the  French  force  is  sufficient  for  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  sent,  why  docs  it  not  advance  ?     And  if  not,  does  this  not  manifest  the 
fact  that  the  government  which  sent  it  has  fallen  into  great  error  respecting  the 
number  and  class  of  auxiliaries  which  it  expected  to  find  in  the  invaded  country] 
The  general-in-chief  of  the  Mexican  aimy  had  combined  a  plan  of  attack  on 
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Orizaba,  which  was  to  have  taken  place  on  the  13th  June.  The  division  of 
General  Gonzalez  Ortega,  which  was  to  attack  the  enemy  on  his  right  flank, 
did  not  reach  the  Cerro  Borrego,  the  position  assigned  to  him,  until  quite  a  late 
hour  in  the  afternoon,  and  when  there  was  no  longer  time  to  begin  the  attack 
and  make  the  assault  by  daylight.  General  Zaragoza  judged  it  proper  to  post- 
pone it  till  the  following  day,  but,  unfortunately,  at  daylight  on  the  14th,  the 
force  which  occupied  the  Cerro  del  Borrego,  through  the  inconceivable  careless- 
ness of  the  officer  in  command  of  the  advanced  post,  was  taken  by  surprise,  and 
in  the  confusion  of  the  attack  which  ensued  the  division  of  Ortega  was  obliged 
to  fall  back  to  the  village  of  Jesus  Maria.  The  French  forces  then  directed  a 
column  against  the  main  body  of  the  Mexican  army  which  they  had  in  front  of 
them,  and  which  was  repulsed.  The  combination  of  General  Zaragoza  being  dis- 
concerted, because  he  had  already  lost  the  support  of  General  Ortega's  division, 
he  decided  to  retreat,  in  order  to  return  to  the  attack  when  he  should  have  re- 
united the  elements  that  would  secure  a  favorable  issue.  Meantime  the  Mexican 
guerillas  effectually  cut  off  communication  between  Orizaba  and  Vera  Cruz,  and 
with  the  rest  of  the  republic,  as  many  convoys  of  provisions  and  of  munitions, 
and  as  many  communications  as  were  sent  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Orizaba  were  inter- 
cepted by  the  Mexican  forces,  except  in  those  cases  in  which  they  were  accom- 
panied by  very  full  escorts.  I  send  you  annexed  the  official  reports  of  such 
actions. 

Military  events  may  in  the  future  prove  more  favorable  to  the  French  than 
those  which  have  hitherto  happened ;  but  although  the  fortune  of  war,  which 
depends  on  a  thousand  contingencies,  shall  declare  itself  in  favor  of  the  invaders, 
that  will  in  no  way  change  the  nature  of  the  question.  The  most  complete  vic- 
tory could  never  justify  the  Vandalic  invasion  oy  France,  made  without  previous 
declaration  of  war,  and  without  any  of  those  motives  which  the  law  of  nations 
recognizes  as  sufficient  to  make  war ;  and  a  succession  of  great  victories  would 
as  little  suffice  to  the  conquest  of  the  country.  Perhaps  the  invading  army 
will  be  able,  when  it  receives  re-enforcements  which  are  ordered  to  it,  to  obtain 
partial  advantages ;  will  be  able  to  occupy  some  cities  and  important  places ; 
will  be  able  to  add  fresh  food  to  the  civil  war  which  it  has  set  about  rekindling 
in  Mexico,  and  which  was  in  fact  already  extinguished  ;  but  it  will  only  be  mas- 
ter of  the  soil  it  marches  over,  and  never  will  be  able  to  subjugate  a  resolute 
people,  determined  to  sacrifice  itself  to  maintain  its  independence  and  its  liberties. 

The  French,  convinced  that  the  citizens  of  Mexico  will  not  proclaim  Almonte, 
notwithstanding  the  promise  of  assistance  which  they  have  openly  made,  and 
not  being  able  to  sally  from  their  close  quarters  at  Orizaba,  that  they  may  not 
expose  themselves  to  the  fate  which  befel  those  before  Puebla,  have  adopted  the 
plan  of  ordering  ships-of-war  to  various  parts  of  the  coast  for  the  purpose 
ot  compelling  the  towns  on  the  seaboard  to  pronounce  in  favor  of  Almonte, 
threatening  that,  if  they  do  not  do  so,  they  would  be  blockaded,  and  cut  off 
from  all  communication  with  the  rest  of  the  republic.  For  this  purpose  they 
have  ordered  expeditions  to  Alvarado,  Laguna  de  Terminos,  and  Campeche,  on 
the  Atlantic,  ana  to  Acapulco  and  Mazatlan,  on  the  Pacific.  Alvara^  and  La 
Laguna  have  yielded  to  the  superior  force  of  the  French  navy,  but  the  first 
point  was  soon  afterwards  recovered  by  patriotic  Mexicans  in  whose  possession 
it  still  continues,  notwithstanding  its  proximity  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  various 
expeditions  which  have  been  directed  against  it  for  its  subjugation.  At  other 
places  the  French  menaces  have  been  regarded  with  disdain,  and,  at  more  than 
one,  the  French  navy  has  had  to  retire  humiliated  from  commercial  cities  with- 
out any  regular  fortifications.  Among  the  documents  annexed  I  remit  a  copy 
of  the  communications  interchanged  between  Lieutenant  Royes,  commander  of  the 
French  gimboat  "  L'Eclair,"  and  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Campeche.  The 
former  notifies  the  latter  "that  he  will  oppose  any  communication  between  the  port 
of  Campeche  and  other  points  on  the  seaboard  of  Mexico,  and  that  such  state  of 
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thingB  will  only  cease  when  the  authority  of  Almonte  may  have  been  proclaimed 
^iemnly  in  Campeche,  and  a  formal  declaration  been  received  that  no  hostile 
enterprise  will  be  undertaken  on   the  part  of   Campeche  against  the  city  of 
Laguna  de  Terminos,  or  any  other  which  may  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the 
aforesaid  Almonte.     Is  it  possible  to  imagine  an  intervention  more  shameless 
and  more  thorough  in  the  aomestic  affairs  of  Mexico  ?     And  notwithstanding, 
France  baa  the  face  to  protest  before  the  world,  with  inconceivable  cynicism,  that 
it  does  not  think  of  interfering  except  to  obtain  reparation  of  prettmded  griev- 
toces,  and  to  give  moral  aid  to  the  supposed  oppressed  majority  of  the  country, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  able  to  establish  a  good  government !     France  seemed  to 
believe  in  the  beginning  that  the  presence  alone  of  her  forces  on  the  coasts  of 
Mexico  would  suffice  to  uproot  the  constitutional  goveniment,  because  the  im- 
mense majority  of  the  country,  which  she  asserted  was  oppressed,  would  receive 
the  French  soldiers  as  their  saviours.     The  expedition  reached  the  republic  ac- 
companied by  the  strength  and  the  prestige  given  to  it  by  the  armies  of  two 
other  powerful  European  nations,  and  no  one  arose  proclaiming  intervention,  nor 
was  there  a  smgle  city  which  made  any  demonstration  of  sympathy  with  the 
invaders.     They  were  allowed  to  move  inland  into  the  heart  of  the  country, 
whence  they  had  free  communication  with  all  points  of  the  country,  and  whence 
they  were  but  a  few  days'  march  to  the  capital,  and,  as  little  was  seen  of  any 
discontent,  and  the  farces  of  "pronunciamentos"  which  took  place  at  Cordova 
ind  (Jrizaba,  it  is  known  only  happened  when  French  bayonets  ordered  them. 
They  received  re-enforcements  which  tripled  their  number,  and  they  made  re- 
peated calls  upon  the  country,  and  no  one  approached  them.     They  advanced 
hardly  to  Puebla,  which,  General  Lorencez  says,  (in  his  report  of  the  22d  May 
la.'*t,  published  in  the  number  of  the  ^^Monitcur  UniverseV^  of  Paris,  correspon- 
dent with  the  first  day  of  the  month  now  ending,)  "was  the  city  most  hostile  to 
the  constitutional  president  on  the  word  of  persons  whose  opinions  should  be 
credited,  and  that  they  deliberately  assured  him,  in  consequence  of  the  intelli- 
gence they  had  obtained,  that  he' would  be  received  with  transport,  and  that  his 
jjoldiers  would  be  garlanded  with  flowers ;"  and  it  is  now  known  how  they  were 
received,  and  no  one  appeared  to  enlist  in  their  ranks,  or  to  seek  their  protection 
a^inst  the  imaginary  oppression.     Three  days  after  his  defeat  General  Loren- 
cez continued  in  the  environs  of  Puebla,  hoping  that  the  bands  of  Marquez 
would  incorporate  themselves  with  him,  as  he  says  in  his  report  mentioned 
al>ove,  and  as  little  did  these  appear;  and  at  length,  and  ten  days  after  the  re- 
treat of  the  French  army,  that  ringleader  joined  them  with  an  insignificant  part  of 
his  force  which  had  rebelled  against  the  government  of  the  republic.     On  re- 
turning to  Orizaba  General  Lorencez  expressed  his  bitter  disappointment  in  the 
proclamation  addressed  to  his  soldiers  on  the  21st  May,  of  which  I  send  a  copy, 
(Xo.  8.)     The  authenticity  of  this  document  has  been  attempted  to  be  placed  in 
doubt,  but,  in  my  judgment,  without  cause,  since  it  expresses  the  same  ideas  as 
the  French  general  communicated  to  his  government  a  day  after  in  the  report 
already  cited. 

It  has  been  since  said  that  France  reckoned  upon,  not,  indeed,  the  sui>port  of 
all  the  countr}',  but  on  the  consei-vative  or  reactionary  party ;  and  this  is  another 
inaccuracy  which  is  put  forward  to  present,  under  a  slight  vaniish  of  reason 
and  prudent  decision,  the  conduct  of  the  French,  knowing  that  this  was  not  so. 
A  large  portion  of  the  conservative  party  is  giving  its  sujiport  to  the  goveri  - 
ment  which  is  repelling  this  invasion,  and  the  residue  remains  quiet,  without 
giving  any  indication  of  sympathy  with  the  intervention.  Nor  even  among  the 
bands  of  rovers,  who  were  traversing  the  mountiiinous  districts  of  the  country, 
where  the  pursuit  after  them  could  not  be  very  eftective  from  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  and  who  were  the  remains  of  the  armed  opposition  of  reaction,  although 
they  proclaimed  no  longer  any  political  principles,  have  all  joined  the  invaders. 
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The  sentiment  of  love  of  country  is  so  strong  that  even  these  men,  led  astray, 
and  even  stained  with  grave  offences,  have  not  determined  on  the  commission 
of  treason  to  their  country  when  invited  to  do  so.  The  so-called  General  Zu- 
loaga,  who  had  acted  as  the  president  of  the  reaction,  and  divers  others  of  the 
most  distinguished  of  the  reactionary  party,  preferred  to  leave  the  republic 
rather  than  lend  their  aid  to  the  plans  of  conquest  of  the  nvaders. 

On  the  31st  of  May  last  the  congress  of  the  United  Mexican  States  closed  its 
session  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  republic.  I 
enclose,  among  the  copies  annexed,  a  copy  of  the  speech  delivered  by  the  presi- 
dent at  that  solemnity.  That  congress  opened  and  closed  the  period  of  its 
session  in  the  tcnns  established  by  law,  without  that  the  French  invasion  pro- 
duced any  disturbance  whatever.  In  it  were  representatives  of  every  State  of 
the  confederacy  of  Mexico,  and  these  obvious  and  incontestable  facts  are  evidence 
in  the  eyes  of  men  of  common  sense,  and  of  civilized  nations,  that  Mexico  has 
a  government,  constituted  and  stable,  which  is  sustained  by  the  will  of  the 
country,  and  that  it  has  proved  sufficiently  strong  to  resist  the  efforts  which  the 
French  have  made  to  uproot  it.  Only  that  refined  malice  which  is  occupied 
with  the  perversion  of  the  most  obvious  facts  to  make  them  subserve  its  wicked 
plots,  can  misunderstand  the  weight  of  evidence  of  such  events  as  are  occurring 
in  Mexico. 

I  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Index  Of  documents  which  this  legation  remits  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  United  States,  annexed  to  the  note  of  this  date,  upon  the  ecenU  which 
have  had  place  in  Mexico  during  the  month  of  June  last  past. 


No. 

Date. 

Ck>nteDt<s. 

186i 

1 

May 

31 

Speech  of  the  president  on  closing  the  Bession  of  congress  of  the  United 
M^xi  an  States. 

2 

June 

17 

Circular  of  General  Doblfldo  to  the  governors  of  the  States  ou  the  re- 
treat  of  the  army  of  the  east  from  Orizaba. 

3 

Juae 

13 

Communication  from  General  Ziragoza  on  his  arrival  at  El  logenio,  with 
two  annexes. 

4 

June 

U 

Report  of  General  Ziragoza  of  the  action  at  Orizaba. 

5 

....do 

.... 

Report  of  General  Gonzilez  Ortega  on  the  same  action. 

6 

June 

16 

Report  of  General  Berriozabal  on  the  same  action. 

7 

June 

16 

Report  of  General  Llave  of  operations  of  Mexican  guerillas  against 
French  convoys. 

8 

May 

21 

Address  of  General  Lorencez  to  his  soldiers. 

9 

May 

17 

Communication  of  Commander  Royes  to  thtj  governor  of  Campeche, 
telling  him  he  must  pronounce  for  Almonte. 

10 

May 

18 

Reply  of  the  govertfor  of  Campeche  to  the  commander  of  the  **  L'Eclair.*' 

Waotihoton,  July  31,  1862. 


BOMEBO. 
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No.  1. 
[Translation.] 

Citizen  Depitties  :  On  closing,  this  day,  the  second  constitutional  term  of 
the  sessions  of  Congress,  you  may  entertain  the  grateful  satisfaction  of  having 
loyally  dis»chai^ed  the  trust  with  which  your  constituents  honored  you,  because, 
in  the  midst  of  every  kind  of  difficulty,  and  going  through  a  crisis  the  most 
^rave  of  those  which  our  country  has  passed,  you  have  given  proofs  of  self- 
denial  and  of  fortitude,  without  else  in  view  than  the  salvation  of  the  inde- 
pendence, of  the  honor,  and  of  the  institutions  of  the  republic. 

To  attain  these  important  ends  you  have  granted  to  the  executive  all  neces- 
MLTj  powers,  and  all  that  liberty  of  action  which  circumstances  imperiously  re- 
quired. This  unequivocal  evidence  of  honorable  confidence  on  the  part  of  the 
national  representatives,  the  more  obliges  the  government  to  omit  no  efforts  or 
gjicrific4?8  until  the  triumph  of  justice  and  sound  law,  and  that,  independence 
once  established,  the  country  may  return  to  the  regular  course  of  its  institutions 
which  it  has  with  so  much  heroism  maintained. 

The  government,  to  fulfil  this  duty,  feels  strong  in  your  confidence,  and  in 
the  efliciency  of  the  spontaneous  co-operation  which  it  finds  in  all  the  States, 
and  among  all  their  citizens,  it  being  extremely  satisfactory  that  dangers  have 
?€Tved  to  strengthen  the  federal  bond  which  constitutes  Mexican  nationality. 

All  the  States,  even  those  most  distant  firom  the  theatre  of  the  latest  events, 
luLstened  to  send  forth  their  contingents  to  the  battle-field,  where  the  national 
army  has  already  covered  with  glorious  laurels  the  leaders  who  guided  the 
people  to  the  achievement  of  liberty  and  reform,  and  who  now  conduct  them  to 
the  defence  of  the  independence  and  the  sovereignty  of  Mexico  ;  and,  throughout 
the  land  a  voice,  as  unanimous  as  spontaneous,  is  raised,  protesting  thorough 
adhesion  to  the  constitution  of  1857,  and  to  the  law  and  order  derived  therefrom, 
and  repelling  with  indignation  the  mad  projects  of  intervention  in  our  intenial 
aiairs,  and  of  changing  under  the  shadow  of  foreign  bayonets  the  form  of  gov- 
eniment  which  the  republic  had  freely  chosen  for  itself. 

You  have  applauded  and  recompensed  with  honorary  distinctions  the  glory 
achieved  by  our  army  on  the  cumbres  of  Aculzingo  and  in  the  environs  of  the 
BQconquered  Puebla.  You  have  made  your  august  voice  heard  in  behalf  of  that 
justice  which  supports  us,  and  in  stirring  our  citizens  to  rally  around  the  national 
standard. 

The  entire  country  responds  to  your  call,  and  with  such  strong  support  the 
?Dvcmment  declares  in  your  presence  and  to  the  world  to  persevere  in  the  con- 
^t,  to  defend  inch  by  inch  the  territoir  of  the  republic,  and  to  fall  rather 
than  subject  to  disgrace  and  disdain  the  high-souled  and  valiant  Mexican 
people. 

The  government  does  not  believe  the  strength  of  the  enemy  has  increased 
by  admitting  under  its  flag  the  crowd  of  malefactors  and  murderers  who  have 
marked  their  steps  by  desolation  and  destruction  ;  and  who,  armed  by  fanaticism, 
have  formed  that  rentless  minority  which,  without  finding  the  slightest  echo  of 
its  opinions,  has  opposed  progress  and  reform ;  proclaiming  principles  which, 
by  the  iiat  of  the  human  race,  are  discredited  throughout  the  world.  On  the 
contrary,  in  order  to  perfect  their  labor  of  iniquity,  these  bands,  stained  by 
treaiK)n  to  their  countr}',  have  fixed  an  indelible  blot  on  the  flag  of  that  country 
which  welcomes  them  as  auxiliaries,  and,  to  more  enlightened  minds,  has  made 
the  foreign  question  as  plain  as  daylight. 

In  view  of  this  fact,  scandalous  as  extraordinary,  in  the  age  in  which  we  live, 
it  can  no  longer  be  a  mystery  to  any  one  what  the  invasion  portends  to  Mexico ; 
and  all  comprehend  the  cumulation  of  evils,  of  disasters,  of  horrors,  and  of  acts 
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of  barbarism  of  which  the  republic  would  become  the  victim,  if,  by  acquiescence    J 
or  through  violence,  it  should  Bubmit  to  the  opprobrious  intervention  of  a  power    ' 
whose  government,  basely  deluded,  has  come  to  undertake  the  restoration  of  a      - 
faction  abhoiTent  to  public  opinion,  in  open  conflict  with  progress  and  civiHza- 
tion,  and  stained  with  every  species  of  crime. 

The  country,  then,  has  understood,  citizen  deputies,  with  that  instinct  which     - 
never  misleads  a  nation,  that  through  perseverance  in  its  heroic  efforts  it  can  at     ~ 
once  consolidate  its  independence  and  its  institutions,  which  are  the  expression 
of  every  democratic  principle  triumphant  in  America  since  the  ancient  colonies     - 
affiliated  themselves  among  sovereign  nations. 

The  government,  obeying  the  spirit  of  public  opinson,  holds  forth  to  view  in 
its  policy  and  in  its  action  this  double  purpose  :  the  preservation  of  independence 
and  of  republican  institutions  in  all  the  development  which  they  acquired  during     - 
tlie  last  revolution. 

The  government  is  gratified  by  finding  that  the  love  of  independence  rules 
over  the  people  on  even  footing  with  its  adhesion  to  liberty  and  reform ;  that  in 
the  States  the  constitutional  rule  works  regularly,  and  that  cases  in  which 
necessity  demands  the  use  of  discretionary  powers  are  exceptional  and  few, 
especially  in  whatever  relates  to  the  maintenance  of  the  struggle  commenced  so 
gloriously. 

The  general  condition  of  the  country,  the  imminent  danger  in  which  it  is 
placed,  the  preoccupation  of  minds  fixed  upon  the  event  of  the  contest,  have 
prevented  you  from  devoting  yourselves  to  the  examination  of  points  to  which, 
in  normal  times,  the  fundamental  charter  directs  your  attention  at  this  term  of 
your  sessions.  You  have,  nevertheless,  done  as  much  as  you  and  the  people 
with  you  have  believed  convenient  for  defence  of  the  national  independence,  and 
as  far  as  possible  you  have  attended  to  other  matters  not  of  so  great  consequence. 
The  executive  has  been  and  is  placed  in  the  same  situation,  and,  as  far  as 
more  pressing  considenitions  permit,  it  will  promote  with  zeal  and  eiu^rgy  the 
improvement  of  the  administration  of  public  affairs  in  all  branches  to  prevent 
the  war  from  bringing  about,  as  has  been  the  case  among  nations  more  solidly 
established,  a  complete  social  disorganization. 

The  convention  of  London  having  been  broken,  the  war  is  with  one  of  the 
powers  only  which  subscribed  that  treaty ;  and  well-founded  hopes  exist  that, 
with  the  other  two,  our  relations  may  soon  be  established  on  a  footing  of  mutual 
advantage  and  of  frank  and  cordial  friendship. 

Mexico  maintains  a  good  understanding  with  other  European  powers,  and  the 
government  has  just  ratified  a  liberal  and  reciprocally  advantageous  treaty  with 
the  kingdom  of  Belgium,  in  which  is  elevated  to  the  rank  of  an  international 
compact  that  principle  of  liberty  of  conscience  proclaimed  by  our  progressive 
revolution,  and  of  which  the  native-bom  of  every  nation  may  avail  themselves 
throughout  the  extent  of  our  immense  territory. 

Fiom  those  countries  of  America  to  which  we  are  united  in  the  bonds  of 
brotherhood,  Mexico  receives  continual  proofs  of  sympathy,  and  it  may  be  said 
that  the  whole  continent  is  sensible  that  it  is  menaced  by  the  unjust  aggression 
which  we  are  obliged  to  repel.  May  it  please  God  that  the  triumph  of  Mexico 
may  tend  to  secure  the  independence  and  the  dignity  of  the  sister  republics. 

The  fact,  alone,  of  the  congress  of  the  union  having  closed  its  session,  and 
that  every  one  of  the  States  was  there  represented,  speaks  loudly  in  behalf  of 
the  stability  of  our  institutions,  and  of  the  entirely  free-will  support  which  they 
receive  from  our  fellow-citizens. 

This  regular  progress  of  the  republic  in  the  path  of  order  and  of  liberty  will 
not  be  interrupted.  The  people,  already  summoned  for  the  new  elections,  will 
proceed,  the  government  avers  it,  with  the  most  ample  and  unrestrained  free- 
dom, and  will  inspire  by  its  wishes  and  its  aspirations  those  distinguished  citi- 
zens who  may  be  chai-ged  with  the  honor  of  representing  the  country. 
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The  ballot-box  is  a  field  open  to  all  political  opinions.  It  is  the  ground 
on  which,  without  conyulsions,  without  disturbances,  all  ideas  may  combat,  and 
to  it  all  parties  can  resort  who  hold  trust  in  their  theories  and  in  the  good  faith 
and  good  sense  of  the  people — ^the  only  source  of  power  and  of  government. 
Those  who  do  not  accept  tnis  pacific  strife,  and  take  recourse  to  reprobated 
measures,  will  be  conspirators  and  traitors,  and  will  use  themselves  up  before 
the  people,  who,  with  constancy  and  prudence,  long  for  internal  quiet,  and  have 
already  gained  the  triumph  of  the  principle  of  strictly  lawful  administration. 

Your  conduct,  citizen  deputies,  has  been  patriotic  and  worthy  of  the  people 
you  represent.  Patriotism  and  love  of  independence  have  been  the  guide  of 
our  actions. 

The  government  congratulates  you  and  thanks  you  for  the  powerful  aid  which 
you  have  lent  to  the  country,  and  deems  you  worthy  of  the  nation's  gratitude. 

Washington,  July  31,  1862. 
Copy. 

.    EOMERO. 


No.  2. 

[Trantlation.] 

DBPARTMBNT   OF   STATE   AND   OF   FOREIGN   AFFAIRS. — EXECUTIVE    BRANCH. — 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

On  the  14th  instant  the  division  of  Zacatecas  suffered  a  severe  reverse  at  the 
gates  of  Orizaba,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  official  report  of  citizen  General 
Zaragoza,  chief  of  the  army  of  the  east,  of  which  I  annex  copy. 

The  executive  government  of  the  republic,  which  is  not  boastful  amid  its 
triumphs,  nor  depressed  amid  reverses,  at  once  dictated  the  orders  which  the 
occasion  demands,  the  result  of  which  will  be  that  in  less  than  three  weeks  the 
force  lost  will  be  replaced,  and  our  army  in  position  again  to  take  the  offensive 
against  the  invaders,  which  is  only  temporarily  suspended. 

But  as  these  efforts,  in  order  to  be  effective,  need  the  active  co-operation  of 
the  governments  of  the  States,  the  citizen  president  orders  me  to  address  this 
despatch  to  you,  that  with  all  the  urgency  that  is  possible  you  may  send  forth 
what  will  fiU  up  the  contingent  assigned  as  the  quota  from  your  State  in  the 
decree  of  17th  December  last,  the  provisions  of  which  the  president  desii-es  to  be 
eonsidered  as  reproduced,  in  whatever  respect  may  tend  to  rouse  public  spirit, 
mnltiply  means  of  defence,  and  send  speedily  all  the  armed  force  which  can  be 
readily  disposed  of,  replacing  it  by  that  which  ought  to  be  always  in  organization. 

The  Mexican  people  have  thus  far  displayed  their  worthiness  to  defend  its 
cause,  and  the  hazards  of  war  will  not  induce  them  to  swerve  horn  the  conscious- 
ness of  being  in  the  right 

The  government  moves  in  advance  of  the  people  with  a  flag  invincible,  be- 
cause it  is  a  national  flag,  and  in  Arm  belief  that  the  future  destiny  of  Mexico  is 
to  be  republican,  sovereign,  and  independent. 
Liberty  and  reform.    Mexico,  June  17,  1862. 


The  Citizen  (tOVBRNOR  of  the  State  of- 
A  copy. 


DOBLADO. 


c5- 


Mexico,  June  17,  1862. 

JUAN  DE  D.  ARIAS. 

Washington,  July  31,  1862. 
A  tme  copy. 

BOMERO. 
H.  Ex.  Doc  54 10 


146  PRESENT  CONDITION  OF    MEXICO. 

No  3. 

FROM   THB  COMMANDBB-IN-CHIBF   OF   THB   ARMY  OF  THB   BAST. 

Inobnio,  June  13,  1862. 

As  I  have  already  informed  your  department,  the  army  under  my  command 
began  to  move  upon  the  city  of  Orizaba  on  the  1 1th  instant.  I  expected  that  the 
enemy  would  have  made  some  defence  at  El  Ingenio,  but  he  abandoned  it  on  the 
approach  of  our  troops,  and  we  occupied  it  with  our  forces :  Berriozabal's  and 
Negrete's  divisions,  Antillon's,  Alvarez's  and  Garvajal's  brigades,  the  greater 
part  of  Chavarria's  brigade,  and  the  field  and  camp  artillery,  with  all  its  trains. 
General  Jesus  Gonzales  Ortega  was  situated  with  his  division,  according  to  pre- 
vious orders,  in  the  hill  of  Borrego,  very  near  Orizava. 

Acting  on  the  decision  of  the  supreme  government,  I  addressed  General  Loren- 
cez,  proposing  to  him  the  honorable  capitulation  expressed  in  the  subjoined  note, 
numbered  one.  That  officer  refused,  as  will  be  seen  by  document  number  two 
to  enter  into  any  negotiotion,  stating  that  all  the  power  in  this  matter  had  been 
conferred  on  Monsieur  de  Saligny.  Consequently  I  have  resolved  to  commence 
an  attack  on  the  city  to-morrow,  as  the  only  means  which,  after  exhausting  all  the 
efforts  of  peace  and  conciliation,  remains  to  put  an  end  to  a  situation  of  affairs 
which  is  causing  so  many  evils  to  the  republic. 

You  will  please  bring  this  to  the  notice  of  the  president,  &c.,  &c. 

I.  ZARAGOZA. 

To  the  Minister  of  War. 

No.  1. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  you  and  the  officers  of  the  division  under  your 
conmiand  have  sent  a  protest  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French  against  the  conduct 
of  the  Minister  Saligny,  for  having  brought  about  an  expedition  against  a  people 
which,  up  to  the  present  time,  has  been  the  best  friends  of  the  French  nation.  This 
circumstance,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  difficult  position  of  the  French  army,  as 
well  as  the  desire  to  afford  it  an  honorable  retreat,  have  decided  me  to  propose  a 
capitulation  to  you,  the  principal  basis  of  which  shall  be  the  evacuation  of  the 
territory  of  the  republic  within  a  time  agreed  upon. 

I  believe  that  my  government  will  not  question  this  new  manifestation  for 
peace,  because,  without  transcending  my  powers,  I  may  avoid  the  shedding  of 
the  blood  of  the  sons  of  two  nations  whom  only  error  and  intrigue  could 
cause  to  appear  together  as  enemies ;  and  this  has  been  the  idea  of  the  consti- 
tutional cabinet  ever  since  the  beginning  of  the  invasion. 

If  this  offer  is  not  accepted  I  will  have  fulfilled  my  last  duty  in  the  way  of 
humanity,  and  I  will  proceed  to  comply  with  the  orders  which  I  have  received, 
throwing  the  responsibility  of  whatever  may  arise  solely  on  those  who  have 
insisted  on  an  undertaking  condemned  by  reason  and  justice. 

Headquarters  in  Tecamialuca,  June  12,  1862. 

I.  ZARAGOZA. 

To  Commandbr-in-chibf  of  the  French  forces  in  Mexico,  at  Orizaba. 

No.  2. 

EXPBDITIONARY  CoRPS  TO  MbXICO,  QuARTBRS  OF  THB  GoMMANDBR-IN-GhIBF. 

Orizaba,  June  12,  1862, 
The  conmiander-in-chief  of  the  French  troops  in  Mexico,  not  finding  himself 
invested  by  his  government  with  political  powers,  all  of  which  have  Wn  con^ 
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ferred  on  M.  de  Saligny,  it  is  imposible  for  him  to  eDter  into  the  negotiations 
proposed  to  him  by  General  Zaragoza.  The  minister  of  France  is  the  only 
person  who  has  authority  to  receive  propositions  of  this  kind. 

GENERAL  COUNT  DE  LORENCEZ. 

Washington,  July  31,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


Headquatbrs  Army  op  the  East, 

LigeniOf  June  14,  1862. 

In  pursuance  of  the  express  orders  for  the  attack  on  Orizaba,  the  brigades  and 
divisions  were  moved  to  their  various  positions  but,  for  causes  of  which  I  am  igno- 
rant up  to  the  present  moment,  General  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega  did  not  occupy 
the  Cerro  del  Borrego  at  half-past  eleven  on  the  13th — the  hour  which  had  been 
fixed  for  a  combined  attack  on  the  Angostura,  which  pass  it  was  necessaiy  to  force, 
directing  our  strength  against  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  aided  by  the  cerro 
itself,  so  as  to  develop  the  attack  after  having  reduced  the  enemy  only  to  the 
perimeter  of  the  city. 

The  cerro  before  mentioned  having  been  occupied  in  the  afternoon,  and  there 
being  no  time  to  establish  our  camp  with  entire  securitv,  I  came  to  a  halt  with 
the  rest  of  the  army,  covering  my  left  with  the  brigaae  of  Antillon,  my  right 
with  the  division  of  Beriozabal,  and  the  centre  with  the  division  of  Negrete,  and 
delayed  the  attack  until  daylight  to-day,  so  as  to  carry  out  the  combined  opera- 
tbns  already  arranged. 

It  unfortunately  occurred,  according  to  the  information  I  have  received  from 
Tarious  officers  of  Ortega's  division,  that  through  neglect  the  enemy  surprised 
t  part  o^  that  division  in  the  darkness  of  early  morning,  dislodging  them  from 
their  position,  and,  consequently,  their  co-operation  was  waited  for  in  vain  at  the 
hour  fixed  for  the  attack.  The  fire  of  our  artillery  was  replied  to  by  that  of 
the  enemy,  who  firmly  maintained  himself,  being  assured  of  the  safety  of  his 
flank,  which  was  to  have  been  threatened;  and  with  this  confidence  he  advanced 
a  eolunin  upon  my  line,  which,  however,  we  repulsed  completely. 

During  the  rest  of  the  day  there  was  only  occasional  firing  from  the  artillery 
and  infantry  both  on  one  side  and  the  other,  the  casualties  on  our  side  not  amount- 
mg  to  more  than  from  eighteen  or  twenty  wounded,  the  most  of  them  severely. 
Among  these  were  several  officers  and  General  Santiago  Tapia,  who,  early  in 
the  contest  received  a  slight  wound  in  the  foot. 

The  facts  which  I  have  stated  prevented  me  from  beginning  an  attack,  which 
might,  under  the  circumstances,  have  been  disastrous  to  our  arms,  and  I  therefore 
retired  on  El  Ingenio,  where  I  will  await  the  enemy  to  fight  him  with  advantage; 
hat  if  he  remains  in  Orizaba  I  will  dispose  my  troops  in  convenient  quarters, 
liberty  and  reform. 

I.  ZARAGOZA. 

The  Minister  of  War,  dc,  Sft:. 

Washington,  July  31,  1862, 
A  true  copy.     "* 

ROMERO. 


•  cjr 
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No.  5. 
[TransUtioD  ] 

DIVISION   OF  ZACATECAS. — GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

As  you  will  inform  yourself  from  the  various  reports  which  I  sent  you  last 
night,  I  occupied  the  Cerro  de  Borrego  a  little  after  six  o'clock  yesterday  evening, 
posting  myself  between  Orizaba  and  the  hostile  camp,  in  compliance  with  ordeis 
from  your  headquarters,  received  by  me,  to  cover  the  assault  which  was  to  be 
made  to-day  on  the  Garita  de  Angostura  by  the  force  under  your  worthy 
command,  by  attacking  that  point  myself  on  one  of  its  flanks. 

My  movement  had  so  fortunate  a  result  that  I  succeeded  in  placing  half  a 
mountain  battery  within  pistol-shot  of  the  garita,  supporting  it  by  a  company, 
and  leaving  the  one  and  the  other  sustained  by  the  fourth  battalion  of  Zacate- 
cas,  which  I  placed  on  the  declivity  of  the  cerro,  leaving  its  fire  open  upon  the 
garita,  where  the  enemy's  camp  was  placed,  and  upon  the  city  of  Orizaba,  also 
occupied  by  him. 

Having  left  at  this  point  the  gallant  leaders  General  0.  Ignacio  de  la  Llave 
and  Colonel  H.  Luis  Pedrosa,  I  retired  some  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  towards  the 
crest  of  the  cerro,  at  which  point  I  placed  the  battalion  of  Durango  and  the 
first  battalion  of  Zacatecas  (true  it  is)  with  much  difliculty,  because  the  ground 
was  inaccessible,  because  it  was  already  night,  and  because  the  only  open  ground 
there  was  the  road  made  by  my  orders  a  few  hours  earlier,  and  by  which  a  foot 
soldier  could  scarcely  pass. 

I  found  myself  encompassed  by  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  and  he,  who  knew 
that  the  occupation  of  the  cerro  by  me  meant  as  much  as  his  total  defeat,  now 
endeavored  to  make  his,  at  whatever  cost,  during  the  night,  in  which  he  could 
not  have  succeeded  but  through  the  criminal  imprudence  of  the  officer  of  the 
fourth  battalion  of  Zacatecas,  who  was  on  guard  at  the  point  where  the  artillery 
was  stationed,  and  the  officers  having  charge  of  it,  whom  you  placed  under  my 
orders,  which  individuals,  as  well  as  the  force  they  commanded,  were  surprised 
by  the  enemy  amid  profound  sleep  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  thus  was 
lost  the  position  and  the  artillery  without  the  discharge  of  a  single  shot  fi*om  them. 
The  fourth  battalion,  in  the  midst  of  the  disorder  occasioned  by  the  surprise, 
kept  up  a  vigorous  conflict,  in  which  its  colonel,  Don  Luis  Pedroza,  fell  dead — 
this  freeh  incident  and  the  former  introducing  some  disorder  among  the  troops, 
as  was  natural.    But  notwithstanding  the  enemy,  who,  with  inconceivable  bold- 
ness, pushed  up  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  where  I  was,  was  repulsed,  and  his  fire 
soon  afterwards  silenced.    I  now  had  no  disposable  artillery,  and  the  enemy  had 
gained  possession  of  a  good  position,  from  which  he  could  assail  me  with  the 
guns  which  he  had  taken  at  short  range.     I  thought  from  this  that  he  would 
renew  the  attack,  but  I  was  resolved  to  keep  the  Mexican  name  respected  by 
fighting  on  all  sides,  and  so  I  arranged  that  General  Llave  should  take  charge 
of  the  companies  of  the  fourth  battalion,  notwithstanding  its  demoralization,  of 
which  this  officer  notified  me,  and  should  continue  to  occupy  the  same  point  he 
was  then  holding  without  yielding  an  inch  of  ground.     I  also  directed  that 
General  De  la  Torre,  with  two  companies  of  the  first  battalion  of  Zacatecas, 
should  reinforce  General  Llave,  and  I  hold  the  centre  and  the  position  I  was 
defending.    Before  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  midst  of  thick  dark- 
ness, a  vigorous  contest'  recommenced  at  the  two  positions  held  by  my  force, 
which  combat  resulted  at  its  beginning  with  the  death  of  the  colonel  who  was 
left  to  me  of  the  other  battalion  of  Zacatecas,  C.  Dagoberto  Garcia,  the  death 
also  of  the  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  battalion  of  Durango,  Fortunato  Alcover, 
and  the  disabling  bv  wounds  of  the  colonel  of  this  last  corps,  the  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  fourth  battalion,  which  corps  had  shortly  before  lost  its  colonel,  and  Gen- 
eral Llave.    General  D.  Francisco  de  la  Torre  was  cut  o£f,  so  that  he  could  not 
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rejoin  me,  as  much  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy  as,  and  principally,  by  the  inaces- 
Bible  roughness  of  the  ground.  Without  leaders,  with  more  than  sixty  wounded, 
without  another  place  to  station  them  except  the  very  limited  ground  I  occu- 
pied, full  of  rocks,  shrubs,  and  ravines,  I  resolved  to  make  a  fresh  effort,  and 
did  so.  I  rested  my  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  midst  of  the  fire  they  were 
under,  and  as  the  enemy  reached  the  crest  of  the  eerro,  owing  to  the  sleep  of 
those  who  had  been  surprised,  they  clustered  at  points  fit  for  it,  and  engaged  anew 
in  a  contest  with  the  bayonet>— one  or  the  other  party  discharging  their  guns  so 
close  as  not  to  know  who  gave  or  received  the  death-blow — such  was  the  dark- 
ness and  such  the  obstinacy  of  the  combatants.  My  voice,  which  in  the  midst 
of  the  horrible  and  death-dealing  confusion  I  had  endeavored  to  make  the  rally- 
ing sound  for  my  soldiers,  and  therefore  used  constantly  to  encourage  them,  or 
give  orders,  was  understood  by  a  Frenchman  as  the  voice  of  command,  he  rap- 
idly made  for  me,  and  in  a  cowardly  manner  gave  me  a  bayonet  thrust  in  the 
sboolder ;  but,  on  making  the  blow,  fell  at  my  feet,  slain  by  one  of  my  aids, 
lientenant  Colonel  Joaquin  G.  Ortega.  From  the  confusion  among  the  com- 
batants I  could  no  longer  distinguish  my  soldiers  from  those  of  the  enemy ;  and 
the  reputation  of  our  arms  having  been  now  well  vindicated,  and  more  especially 
because  I  no  longer  expected  any  fiavorable  result,  as  the  corps  on  the  cerro  was 
somewhat  demoralized,  and  fighting  in  disorder  through  the  loss  of  officers  they 
had  sustained,  I  resolved  to  retreat,  and  did  so  in  the  midst  of  my  soldiers  at  the 
r^ular  step,  and  with  such  order  as  the  general  confusion  would  admit  and  the 
unevenness  of  the  ground  which  we  were  leaving,  without  any  advance  of  the 
enemy  being  made  upon  me. 

On  retiring  I  warned  the  officer  who  carried  the  flag  of  the  first  corps  of  Za- 
catecas  to  wrap  it  round  his  body,  so  that  he  might  save  the  charge  intnisted  to 
him-  At  a  distance  of  some  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  point  which  T 
had  just  lost  I  resolved  to  array  my  force  by  substituting  for  the  battalions 
which  had  been  fighting  and  had  lost  their  officers  the  second  and  third  Zacate- 
cas,  so  as  to  assist  your  movement  on  the  garita,  if  you  should  undertake  it. 
But  as,  at  nine  in  the  morning,  I  felt  sure  it  was  not  part  of  your  plan  of  opera- 
tions to  attack  this  point,  I  descended  the  cerro,  giving  you  notice,  and  came 
and  posted  myself  at  this  town,  which  is  a  league  and  a  half  from  the  enemy's 
fortifications.  He  has  not  taken  a  single  step  beyond  his  walls  since  the  occur- 
ences of  this  morning,  contenting  himself  with  ^ring  some  cannon-shot  at  my 
advanced  post. 

At  this  town  I  await  your  orders,  and  to  follow  them,  under  the  impression 
that  three  battalions  of  Zacatecas  and  the  corps  of  cavalry  of  that  State  have 
not  yet  had  the  glory  of  using  their  arms  in  defence  of  their  native  land. 

As  yet  I  do  not  positively  know  the  loss  we  have  suffered ;  but,  exaggerating 
even,  they  will  not  exceed  four  or  five  hundred  men  and  three  mountain  guns. 

I  hasten  to  send  you  this  report,  before  receiving  all  those  in  regular  detail, 
that  you,  if  you  think  proper,  may  transmit  it  to  the  supreme  government  that 
the  nation  may  learn  what  has  past,  and  give  refutation  to  the  alarms  put  in 
circulation  by  the  enemies  of  Mexican  independence. 

I  write  this  to  you  in  case  you  may  think  well  of  ordering  its  publication,  for 
the  purpose  indicated  in  the  preceding  conmiunication. 
Liberty  and  reform,  June  14, 1862. 

JESUS  G.  ORTEGA. 
Jesus  Maria,  the  Citizen  Minister  of  War, 

Certified,  Mexico,  June  18,  1862. 

MANUEL  MARIA  DE  SANDOVAL. 

Washington,  July  31,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 
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No.  6. 

[Translation.] 

ARMY  CORPS  OF  THB  EAST,  DIVISION  BBRRIOZABAL^-^<}KNBRAL-L\-CHIBF. 

GiTiZBN  Gbnbbal:  In  compliance  with  the  order  I  received  from  you  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  yesterday,  I  moved  from  the  slope  of  the  cerro  of  Santa 
Catalina,  with  the  division  under  my  command,  to  occupy  the  centre  of  the  right 
of  the  line  which  yon  had  previously  settled  upon,  in  order  to  commence  opera- 
tions against  Orizaba.  In  effect,  at  five  in  the  morning  of  that  day  it  was  estab- 
lished in  this  way :  I  covered  the  centre  with  the  brigade  of  Oaxaca  and  three 
field  pieces ;  and  the  right  with  the  brigade  of  Jalisco  and  Mexico  and  fourteen 
field  pieces ;  the  left  of  the  line  was  covered  by  the  brigade  of  Guanajuato  and 
six  field  pieces.  At  the  same  time  C.  Quartermaster  General  Santiago  Tapia 
came  up,  intrusted  with  the  command  of  the  whole  line,  and  ordered  me  to  oe 
ready,  with  the  centre  and  left,  to  charge  upon  the  garita  of  Orizaba,  known  by 
name  as  Angostura,  at  the  moment  he  shodd  direct  it.  At  half  past  five  in  the 
morning  I  received  orders  to  open  fire  with  artilleiy  on  the  enemy's  line,  to  cany 
out  a  reconnoissance;  and^in  effect  I  at  once  posted  three  columns,  in  case  the 
enemy  should  advance  upon  us;  the  first  under  orders  of  Greneral  Porfirio  Diaz, 
the  others  under  those  of  Colonels  Manuel  Marauez  and  Juan  Gaamano ;  the 
right  of  the  line  I  intrusted  to  Greneral  Tomas  O'Horan,  placing  myself  in  the 
centre  thereof.  After  eighty  minutes,  during  which  the  fire  of  my  artillery  lasted, 
and  as  soon  as  I  could  learn  the  enemy's  positions,  the  range  of  his  arms  and  of 
ours,  and  the  position  of  the  hostile  batteries,  our  ran^  being  rectified,  I  or- 
dered firing  to  cease.  The  artillery  of  the  enemy  played  all  this  time,  with  veiy 
little  result,  on  our  positions.  Just  at  the  conclusion  of  this  reconnoissance  we 
had  to  lament  the  mishap  that  a  hostile  projectile  wounded  Quartermaster  Gren- 
eral Tapia  in  one  foot,  on  which  account,  on  leaving  the  field,  he  ordered  me  to 
take  command  of  the  whole  line,  until  you  had  named  the  person  who  should 
take  his  place. 

A  slow  occasional  fire  continued  to  be  exchanged  between  our  skirmishers  and 
those  of  the  enemy  until  half-past  nine  in  the  morning,  at  which  hour  he  caused 
a  strong  column  to  sally  from  the  garita  Angostura,  which,  covered  by  the  fire 
of  his  rifled  artillery,  advanced  at  double  quick  time  upon  the  centre  of  our 
line.  Our  force  immediately  got  ready  to  repel  them  with  spirit,  and  the  artil- 
lery of  our  whole  line  opened  a  very  lively  fire  upon  them.  The  enemy  strove 
for  more  than  half  an  hour  to  penetrate  with  his  column,  advancing  to  a  distance 
of  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  metres  of  our  line,  at  which  distance,  in  des- 

Eite  of  his  efforts,  he  had  to  abandon  the  attempt,  retreating  hurriedly  towards 
is  entrenchments,  not  attempting  another  sally,  and  content  with  firing  upon 
our  positions  one  cannon  or  another,  which  was  promptly  answered  by  our  artil- 
lerists. Between  two  and  three  in  the  afternoon  General  Miguel  Negrete  came 
up,  appointed  to  the  quartermaster  general's  command,  and  I,  under  his  orders, 
continued  in  the  same  positions  we  had  before  held.  At  six  in  the  afternoon  that 
commander  ordered  our  artillery  to  fire  three  shots  each  on  the  enemy's  line,  and 
to  watch  his  fire;  but  he  did  not  reply  to  us.  At  midnight  General  Negrete 
advised  me  that  I  must  issue  orders  that  the  division  under  my  command  should 
come  and  camp  at  this  place,  a  movement  which  was  made  in  perfect  order. 

The  only  losses  we  have  had  to  regrret  in  the  division  under  my  command, 
and  in  the  brigade  of  Guanajuato,  which  also  was  with  me  at  that  time,  and 
which  occurriHl  in  part  on  the  reconnoissjince  practiced  at  half-past  five  in  the 
moruin^,  and  in  part  in  the  battle  at  half-past  nine  the  same  day,  when  the 
eneBiy  was  repulsed,  are  as  follows :  in  the  brigade  of  Oaxaca,  one  captain,  dead, 
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an  officer  and  a  Boldier  wounded;  in  that  of  Jalisco,  one  soldier  killed,  and  four 
wounded;  in  that  of  Mexico,  one  officer  killed,  another  wounded,  and  fourteen 
men  of  rank  and  file ;  in  the  artillery,  a  field  officer  and  a  soldier  wounded;  and 
in  &e  brigade  of  Guanajuato,  one  soldier  killed,  an  officer  and  two  men  of  the 
rank  and  file  wounded.  At  half-past  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  a  little 
before  beginning  our  movement  upon  the  garita  of  Angostura,  at  Orizaba,  we 
obserred  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  cerro  of  Borrego  a  sustained  fusillade,  which 
lasted  about  twenty  minutes,  more  or  less ;  and  at  half  past  four  in  the  morning 
another  such  was  noticed,  which  began  on  the  slope  of  the  same  cerro  towards 
the  garita  de  Angostura,  and  ended  soon  after  at  the  cumbre  of  the  cerro  men- 
tioned. 

In  giving  you  this  report  of  the  operations  carried  on,  and  the  events  occur- 
ring yesterday,  at  the  time  I  was  in  command  of  the  line  thrown  forward  upon 
the  enemy,  it  is  satisfactory  to  me  that  all  the  forces  which  composed  it  dis- 
charged their  duty  properly, 

God,  liberty,  and  reform.     Hacienda  de  Tecamalucato,  June  15,  1862. 

FELIPE  B.  BERRIOZABAL. 

Citizen  General  Ignacio  Zaragoza, 

In  command  of  the  Army  Corps  of  the  East. 

Washington,  July  31, 1862. 
A  true  copy.  ROMERO. 


No.  7. 

[TransUtioB.] 
Under  date  of  15th  instant,  General  Ignacio  de  la  Dave  says  what  I  copy : 

"Citizen  General-in-Chiep:  Under  date  of  14th  instant  from  MataCazu- 
ela,  citizen  Honorato  Dominguez,  chief  of  a  guerilla  band,  says  to  me  what  I 
copy: 

"  *  Having  had  notice  that,  on  the  9th  instant,  a  convoy  of  French  carts  was 
coming  up,  I  determined  to  attack  them,  because  I  knew  they  were  guarded  by 
only  two  hundred  men.  On  the  10th,  in  accordance  with  this  notice,  I  placed 
my  force  at  the  station  of  Arroyo  de  Piedra,  where  I  put  the  infantry  in  am- 
hnsh,  leaving  the  greater  part  of  the  cavalry  to  cover  the  left  flank,  ana  ordered 
a  picket  of  ten  men  to  draw  their  attention  to  them.  The  battle  began  between 
10  and  11  o'clock,  and  I  succeeded  in  routing  them  and  putting  to  inglorious 
flight  those  who  call  themselves  the  first  soldiers  in  the  world. 

**  *  I  next  placed  the  mule  train  in  safety,  and  began  burning  the  battery  and 
the  carts  they  were  convoyine,  not  being  able  to  save  these  for  lack  of  force,  and 
the  enemy  could  be  reinforced  from  La  Soledad  or  Vera  Cruz. 

"  *  The  dead,  what  with  French  and  traitors,  were  twenty-five,  all  the  mule- 
teers prisoners,  besides  four  French,  inclusive  of  one  wounded. 

"  •  Of  my  force  not  one  was  wounded.  Thus  it  seems  that  Providence  favors 
the  cause  of  justice  which  we  maintain. 

"  *  Having  ordered  the  line  of  Zopilote  to  La  Tajiria,  under  Citizen  Alta  Gracia 
Dominguez,  he  informs  me  he  had  taken  one  hundred  and  two  mules  from  the 
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enemy,  which  I  communicate  for  joor  information,  and  enclose  to  joa  for  the 
information  of  the  President.' 

*    **  Liberty  and  Eeform.    Headquarters  at  Acultzingo,  June  16,  1862. 

"I.  ZARAGOZA, 
**  Citizen  Minister  of  War. 

'*  Mexico,  June  17,  1862. 
"  Copies. 

"MANUEL  MARIA  DE  SANDOBAL." 

Washington,  July  32,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

HOMERO. 


No.  8. 

Soldi RRS  and  Marines:  Your  march  upon  Mexico  has  been  delayed  by 
material  obstacles  which  you  were  far  from  expecting,  according  to  the  informa- 
tion that  was  given.  A  hundred  times  you  were  told  that  the  city  of  Puebla 
called  you  with  anxiety,  and  that  the  inhabitants  would  rush  to  embrace  you 
and  crown  you  with  flowers.  We  have  presented  ourselves  before  Puebla  with 
the  confidence  inspired  by  this  deceptive  appearance.  The  city  waa  found  en- 
closed by  banicades,  and  commanded  by  a  fort  whose  every  means  of  defence 
had  been  accumulated.  Your  field  artillery  was  not  sufficient  to  open  a  breach 
in  the  breastworks,  and  for  that  there  would  have  been  required  siege  material. 
Not  having  this,  but  confiding  in  your  dauntlessness,  you  were  precipitated  upon 
fortifications  defended  by  an  immense  artillery  and  a  triple  file  of  musketry, 
whilst,  at  the  same  time,  you  had  to  sustain  upon  your  flanks  the  attacks  of 
many  Mexican  battalions  and  a  large  number  of  cavalrv.  You  have  done  what 
French  soldiers  know  how  to  do,  as  the  walls  of  Guadalupe  testify,  A  heavy 
rain  came  on,  which  inundated  the  soil  and  made  the  heights  inaccessible,  rend- 
ering it  impossible  to  renew  the  attack,  but  the  Emperor  will  know  how  to  appre- 
ciate your  efforts. 

Yes,  all  I  have  told  you  is  true.  You  have  been  deceived,  as  well  as  his 
Majesty  the  Emperor,  and  you  have  been  obliged  to  defend  yourselves  even 
against  those  who  have  sympathies  for  you.  But  deceived  France  will  know 
how  to  recognize  her  error,  for  your  sovereign  is  too  great  to  do  wrong.  He 
himself  has  said :  "  Justice  everywhere  accompanies  the  French  flag." 

LORENCEZ. 

Orizaba,  May  21,  1862. 

Washington,  July  31,  1861. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  9. 
[Translation.] 

On  board  the  gunboat  L'Eclair,  May  17,  1862. 

Mr.  GrOVBRNOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  consequence  of  the 
declaration  of  hostilities  directed  by  you  to  France  in  the  person  of  the  com- 
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mander  of  the  gunboat  La  Grenade,  I  shall  henceforth  prevent  all  communication 
between  the  port  of  Gampeachy  and  other  places  on  the  Mexican  shore. 

This  state  of  things  will  not  cease  until  the  authority  of  General  Almonte* 
has  been  solemnly  proclaimed  in  Gampeachy,  and  when  the  formal  assurance  has 
been  given  that  no  hostile  attempt  will  be  made  on  the  part  of  Gampeachy  against 
the  city  of  Laguna  de  Terminos,  or  any  other  place  recognizing  the  authority  of 
General  Almonte. 

Accept,  Mr.  Grovemor,  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

ROYES, 
Commander  of  V Eclair, 

The  Governor  of  the  State  of  Campeachy. 

Washington,  July  31,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  10. 

[Translation.] 

GOVERNMENT  OP   THE   STATE  OF   CAMPEACHY. 

Mr.  Commander:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  yesterday,  which  has  been  just  now  handed  to  me ;  and  knowing 
that,  in  order  to  ensure  my  answering,  you  have  retained  as  prisoner  on  board 
a  brother  of  the  bearer,  a  Mexican  citizen,  I  hasten  to  answer  you  that  I  may 
free  from  arrest  my  fellow-citizen.  I  beg  of  you  in  the  name  of  humanity  to 
treat  with  moderation  offenceless  Mexican  citizens. 

You  tell  me  the  object  of  your  coming  to  this  port  is  to  stop  all  commerce  and 
trade  with  other  parts  of  the  republic.  I  will  content  myself  with  saying  that 
being  superior  on  sea,  by  reason  of  the  class  of  vessel  under  your  orders,  you 
may  make  use  of  the  power  you  possess,  this  port  resigning  itself  to  the  unavoid- 
able conseauences  of  your  acts. 

You  furtner  on  state  that  this  state  of  things  will  continue  until  the  authority 
of  whom  you  call  General  Almonte  shall  be  proclaimed  here. 

In  view  of  your  demand,  the  first  observation  that  presents  itself  is  to  mani- 
fest to  you  that  power  is  not  right,  and  that  if  such  proclamation  were  to  take 
effect,  in  consequence  of  your  acts  of  violence  it  would  not  accrue  to  the  honor 
of  your  General  Almonte,  nor  to  this  country's,  nor  to  that  of  France,  who  is 
aiding  such  cause  with  troops  and  ships-of-war. 

The  second  is,  that  your  intimation  would  make  us  Gampeacheans  the  scoff 
of  the  world.  I  have  positive  information  to  say  that  Mr.  Hoquart,  commander 
of  La  Grenade,  who  protects  Laguna  de  Terminos,  has  been  tne  first  to  despise 
as  wretches  the  traitors  who  in  tbat  city  proclaimed  Almonte.  I  assure  you,  in 
firankoess,  Mr.  Horquart  is  perfectly  right. 

As  constitutional  governor  of  this  State,  I  am  responsible  for  the  honor  and 
happiness  of  it,  and  it  is  not  strange  that  I  should  have  wished  to  impede  the 
dishonor  of  the  pronunciamento  for  Almonte  at  Laguno  Terminos ;  nor  can  you 
cenaare  me  for  endeavoring  to  bring  back  the  said  port  to  legal  order,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  evils  consequent  on  its  defection. 

But  if  I  could  not  obtain  the  first  object,  it  was  for  the  interposition  of  the 
French  war  steamer  La  Grenade,  and  the  deed  was  accomplished.  I  appeal, 
sir,  to  the  testimony  of  all  the  foreigners,  the  French  included,  residents  at  the 
said  city,  and  let  them  say  if  the  few  men  who  have  perpetrated  the  crime  are 
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not  the  very  tame  who  have  brought  on  that  people  Berions  calamities  by  their 
disorderly  acts.  France  alone  is  accountable  for  the  eviU  that  may  befall  the 
city  of  Laguna. 

Keceive,  eir,  the  assurance  of  my  marked  consideration. 
Liberty  and  reform.    Campeachy,  May  18,  1862. 

P.  GARCIA. 
SANTIAGO  MAETINEZ, 

Secretary, 
The  Commander  of  the  French  steamer  L'Eclair. 

Washington,  July  31,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 


{TnxuAaikm] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  August  26,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  As  a  proof  of  the  apprehension  with  which  the  conduct  of 
France  in  Mexico  is  regarded  by  the  nations  of  this  continent,  I  have  the  honor 
to  enclose  to  you  various  documents  which  have  recently  come  to  my  hands,  the 
enumeration  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  index  subjoined. 

Ton  will  note,  sir,  that  the  presidents  of  the  Argentine  and  Peruvian  republics, 
and  the  governments  of  Chili  and  Bolivia,  show  themselves  to  be  justly  disquieted 
by  the  attempts  upon  Mexico,  and  the  utter  contempt  of  the  law  of  nations  which  has 
marked  the  policy  of  France  towards  that  repubuc.  In  the  hour  of  peril  to  the 
independence  of  the  American  nations,  the  great  thought  revives  of  a  continental 
alliance  against  the  aggressions  of  the  despots  of  Europe. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Jalisco  addressed  an  initiative  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico,  proposing  that  it  should  immediately  proceed  to  open 
negotiations  with  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  confederation  among  all  the 
American  republics,  including  the  United  States,  which  initiative  was  at  once 
seconded  by  several  corporations  through  the  different  states  of  the  republic. 

The  communication  aadressed  by  the  society  of  defenders  of  American  inde- 
pendence to  the  Mexican  vice-consul  at  Lima,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy  among 
the  annexed  docimients,  indicates  in  a  great  measure  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  people 
of  South  America  respecting  events  which  are  having  place  in  Mexico,  which 
are  their  feelings,  and  how  great  has  been  the  mistake  of  the  French  government 
if  it  thought  that  through  this  expedition  against  Mexico  the  name  of  France 
would  be  exalted  in  the  estimation  of  America,  and  its  subjects  be  treated  with 
greater  consideration.  For  the  future  the  nations  of  America  can  only  see  in 
France  a  power  devoid  of  scrupulousness,  which,  abusing  its  brute  force,  does 
not  hesitate  to  commit  most  unheard  of  irregularities  against  the  rights  of  feeble 
states. 

I  avail  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8ft:.,  ^c,  8ft:. 
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Imdtx  to  the  documents  remitted  by  this  legation  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  United  States,  annexed  to  his  note  of  this  date,  upon  the  action  of  the 
American  republics  in  consequence  of  the  conduct  pursued  by  France  in 
Mexico, 


No. 


Date. 


Contents. 


1862. 
May     25 

Jolj     28 

April    SO 

July     10 


July     11 

1861 
Not.    20 


Dec.     28 


Menage  of  General  MHre,  charged  .with  the  executive  power  of  the 
Argentine  republic  to  ita  legislative  oongreaa. 

Mewage  of  Qeceral  Castilla,  president  of  the  republic  of  Peru,  to  ita 
legislature. 

Note  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affaire  of  Chili  to  the  Chilian  minister 
in  London,  on  the  European  alliance  against  Mexico. 

Note  from  the  secietaries  of  the  Society  of  Defendere  of  American  In- 
dependence to  the  Mexican  vice-consul  at  lima,  congratulating  him 
upon  the  triumph  obtained  by  the  Mexican  arms  at  Puebla  on  the  6th 
of  May  last 

Reply  to  the  preceding  by  the  Mexican  vice-consul  at  Lima. 

Note  from  the  government  of  Peru  to  the  governments  of  the  Hispano- 
American  republics,  calling  their  attention  to  the  events  which  have 
taken  place  In  Mexico. 

Reply  of  the  government  of  Bolivia  to  the  former. 


Wasbdigtoh,  August  26,  1862. 


ROMERO. 


No.  1. 

[Translation.] 

Message  of  the  provisional  national  executive  of  the  Argentine  republic  to  its 

legislative  congress. 

BUKNOS  Ayrbs,  May  25,  1862. 

Honorable  senators  and  representatives: 

There  has  been  received  from  the  government  of  Peru  the  note  relating  to 
the  Mexican  question,  which  is  recorded  in  the  annex  6.  There  have  also 
been  received,  on  the'  same  subject,  propositions  on  the  part  of  the  minister  of 
that  republic  to  the  Argentine  for  adhesion  to  a  continental  treaty  for  the  pur- 
pose of  connecting  the  interests  of  the  American  republics  together,  and  guar- 
anteeing, as  far  as  possible,  their  independence,  their  form  of  government,  and 
the  principles  of  international  public  law  which  should  constitute  the  rule  of 
their  relations  among  themselves  and  with  the  rest  of  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

The  note  has  been  answered  in  terms  which  appear  by  the  same  annex, 
having  deferred  until  the  national  government  be  definitely  established  an 
answer  on  the  other  point  of  more  transcendant  character — that  of  the  accept- 
ance of  the  authorization  by  the  people  for  conducting  foreign  relations.  I  took 
upon  myself  the  duty  not  to  compromise,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  national 
sovereignty. 
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Nevertheless,  the  provisional  national  executive  believes  tnat  he  oaght,  for 
this  reason,  to  explain  that  he  could  do  no  less  than  signifv  to  the  before- 
mentioned  minister  that  he  sympathized  with  the  idea  initiated  by  the  republic 
of  Peru,  to  which  some  American  republics  have  already  given  adhesion,  as 
well  as  with  the  official  obligations  which  his  government  had  assumed  in 
respect  of  the  Mexican  repubUc  in  what  relates  to  obtaining  guarantees  upon 
the  future  lot  of  that  country,  and  upon  the  respect  which  all  the  nations  of  the 
world,  whatever  may  be  their  power,  owe  to  the  rights  of  the  rest;  and  the 
rather  because  the  Argentine  republic,  in  turn,  may  be  placed  in  the  position  of 
discussing  with  great  nations  questions  of  high  importance,  on  which  may 
depend,  in  some  mode,  the  future  existence  of  the  American  republics,  and 
about  which  it  is  not  possible  that  she  can  at  all  times,  and  in  every  case,  hold 
aloof,  although  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  may  have  a  solution  accepted  by 
general  assent,  in  which,  preserving  the  principles  of  general  convenience  and  of 
American  interest  which  it  may  behoove  her  to  sustain,  she  may  also  preserve 
what  corresponds  with  their  rights  and  her  own  security. 

BARTOLOMfi  MITRfi. 

Washington,  August  26,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  2. 

[Translation.] 

Message  which  the  president  liberator  of  the  republic  addressed  to  the  legisla- 
ture of  1862. 

Lima,  Juli/  28,  1862. 
Gentlemen:     •••••••• 

The  patriotism  of  the  government,  legitimately  aroused  by  the  threat  to  all 
the  nationalities  of  the  continent  which  the  irregular  and  forcible  annexation  of 
the  republic  of  Santo  Domingo  to  the  Spanish  monarchy  involves,  solemnly 
protested  against  that  notorious  act,  that  all  the  world  should  regard  as  dan- 
gerous to  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  other  republics  which,  half  a 
century  ago,  shook  off  the  yoke  of  the  peninsula. 

The  government,  as  soon  as  it  became  aware  of  the  coalition  of  the  powers 
who  were  signers  of  the  treaty  of  London,  appointed  and  sent  to  Mexico  a 
charg(5  d'affaires  for  important  ends.  The  forces  of  England  and  Spain,  which 
had  obtained  the  occupancy  of  certain  positions  in  that  territory,  were  with- 
drawn, wisely  abandoning  the  enterprise.  Those  of  France  alone  now  remain; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  justice  and  moral  sense  of  the  imperial  cabinet, 
and  its  respect  for  the  international  code,  mav  choose  not  to  realize  the  appre- 
hensions which  may  have  been  inspired  by  the  presence  of  her  army,  and  of 
certain  elements  of  discord  which  have  appeared  in  that  territory ;  and  although 
the  general  clamor  of  the  European  and  American  press  every  day  becomes 
more  loud  in  denunciation  and  condemnation  of  the  project  of  imposing  crowned 
heads  on  America  by  extirpating  republican  forms  of  government,  it  becomes 
difficult  to  conceive  that  such  rumors  can  be  well  founded,  or  that  such  an  idea, 
if  it  has  existed,  could  prevail  or  be  carried  into  effect,  and  much  less  that 
these  people  might  abdicate  their  nationality,  and  accept  a  change  which  all  of 
them,  without  exception,  dislike;  and  that  they  would  humbly  bow  the  neck  to 
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receive  again  the  degrading  joke  that  thej  once  broke  at  the  cost  of  blood  and 
of  immeasurable  sacrifices.  No»  the  republics  of  the  new  world,  from  Hudson 
Baj  to  Terra  del  Fuego»  are  and  will  be  firee,  independent,  and  sovereign; 
because  such  is  their  will — it  accords  with  their  democratic  instincts  and  most 

Sofoand  convictions,  and  because  in  America  monarchy  is  an  impossibility. 
exico  responds  with  her  friendship  and  sympathy  to  that  which  Peru  displays 

and  demonstrates  for  her. 

•  ••••••• 

RAMON  CASTILLA. 

Washington,  August  26.  1862. 
Certified. 

ROMERO. 


No.  3. 

[TrauslatioD  ] 

Santiago,  April  30,  1862. 

The  purposes  which,  during  some  months  past,  the  European  press  attributes 
to  some  of  the  principal  nations  of  that  continent  respecting  the  Uispano- Ameri- 
can republics,  the  unjust  and  mistaken  views  of  the  state  of  those  countries, 
uid  of  their  governments,  which  the  journals  most  worthy  of  credit  spread 
abroad  with  zeal,  representing  them  in  the  darkest  and  most  exaggerated  colors, 
ind  the  foreigners  resident  in  them  as  in  the  most  insecure  position,  and  victims 
of  the  oppressions  and  outrages  of  the  local  authorities ;  the  convei-sion  of  the 
republic  of  St.  Domingo  into  a  captaincy  general  of  Spain,  by  means  of  pro- 
ceedings which  the  government  of  Chili  has  until  now  abstained  from  character- 
izing, in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  estimate  them  in  a  short  time  in  the  light  of 
tntecedent  and  impartial  documents,  free  from  mistakes,  and  which  caused  a 
protest  on  the  part  of  Peru.  All  these,  in  connexion  with  the  interpellations 
which  have  occurred  in  the  legislative  bodies  of  France,  England  and  Spain, 
on  account  of  the  expedition  to  Mexico,  and  of  the  views  which  are  imputed  to 
the  cabinets  of  Paris,  Madrid  and  London  about  changing  the  form  of  govern- 
ment of  Mexico  and  substituting  a  throne  for  the  republic,  have  spread  a  vague 
inquietude  and  alarm  through  Catholic  America,  the  consequences  of  which,  if 
not  provided  against,  can  be  no  other  than  to  weaken  their  sympathies  for  the 
powers  of  Europe,  and  disturb  their  extensive  and  important  commercial  rela- 
tions, with  great  injury  to  the  countries  on  one  side  and  the  other. 

Doubtless,  and  unhappily  for  all  Latin  America,  its  period  of  trials  is  not  yet 
ended,  and  that,  althougn  in  a  few  years  it  accomplished  its  emancipation  firom 
Spain,  obtaining  thereby  the  triumph  of  the  first  part  of  the  revolution — ^inde- 
pendence— it  has  not  finished  the  most  difficult  portion  of  its  task,  the  comple- 
tion of  its  political  and  social  transformation.  It  is  equally  certain  that  in  this 
second  labor,  fratricidal  contests,  with  all  their  horrors,  have,  more  than  once, 
afflicted  most  of  the  sections  into  which  the  continent  has  divided  and  made 
them  bear  their  bitter  fruits,  and  that  foreigners,  as  well  as  natives,  have  shared 
in  the  injuries  resulting  from  these  abnormal  and  grievous  situations. 

It  is  even  thus  that  Mexico  has  seen  prolonged  for  years  the  misfortunes  of 
such  a  situation,  and  that  occurrences  or  deplorable  excesses  have  broken  the 
friendly  bands  which  connected  her  with  three  mighty  powers,  which  have 
deemed  it  indispensable  to  take  up  arms  to  obtain  a  solution  of  their  claims. 
Bat  such  evils  of  natural  and  obvious  explanation,  and  of  recognized  origin, 
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ought  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  peculiar  to  America,  nor  be  imputed  to  the  form 
of  government  prevailing  there,  much  less  should  it  be  believed  that  those  coun- 
tries are  condemned  to  confront  an  existence  of  agitations  and  of  convulsions 
without  ability  to  establish,  on  solid  grounds,  law  and  order  under  the  auspices 
of  well  regulated  and  just  liberty,  in  harmony  with  the  social  condition,  and  in 
conformity  with  the  republican  system  they  have  adopted.  It  would  be  neces- 
sary to  get  at  clear  ideas  to  ignore  the  situation  of  America  at  the  beginning  of 
this  centuiy,  and  to  forget  that  forty  years  is  not  a  great  space  of  time  to  give 
distinct  existence  with  adequate  institutions  and  organizations  as  independent 
nations,  to  peoples  who  have  lived  as  aliens,  and  completely  apart  and  separate 
from  the  political  and  progressive  movement  of  Europe,  and  who  found  them- 
selves unaer  the  regim^  and  mode  of  thought  prevailing  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tuiT.  It  would  also  be  necessary  not  to  recall  the  memory  of  the  depressions 
ana  the  agitations  which  various  monarchies  of  Europe  have  endured  in  the 
past  and  iu  the  present  century,  before  reaching  such  stability  as  they  now  have, 
and  that,  even  now,  some  are  fighting,  and  endeavoring  to  attain,  in  some  new 
way,  to  bring  themselves  more  in  harmony  with  the  progress  of  the  age  and  its 
origin  and  antecedents. 

That  America,  without  customs  or  precedents  which  might  have  prepared  it 
for  political  existence  in  working  out  its  transformation,  and  in  the  epoch  of  its 
experiments  and  its  trials,  should  have  found  itself  agitated,  sometimes  con- 
vulsed, by  civil  commotions,  ought  not  to  occasion  wonder,  nor  is  it  logical  to 
deduce  from  these  premises  an  argument  against  the  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment, when  monarchies  which  compute  their  existence  by  centuries  have  been 
shaken  to  their  very  foundations.  On  the  other  hand,  honorable  exceptions  are 
not  lacking  to  Latin  America,  and  amon^  others  let  me  be  allowed  to  allude  to 
Chili,  which  for  more  than  thirty  years  has  witnessed  the  constitutional  trans- 
mission of  public  powers,  and  whose  fondamental  charter  dates  from  1833. 

Besides,  if  the  present  condition  of  the  nations  of  America  is  well  considered, 
it  is  not  possible  to  avoid  comprehending' how  far  they  have  advanced  in  politi- 
cal existence,  and  that  they  now  differ  from  monarchical  forms  as  much,  or  more 
even,  than  they  differed  from  the  republican  forms  at  the  initiation  of  the  revo- 
lutionary struggle  for  independence.  To  this  last  system  of  government  their 
sacrifices  bind  them ;  their  triumphs,  their  griefs,  their  glorious  memories ;  to  it 
they  have  moulded  their  habits,  their  usages ;  so  that  every  danger  which  men- 
aces it  wounds  their  most  lively  sensibilities,  even  to  occasioning  disturbances 
and  agitations  whose  effects  cannot  but  be  very  deplorable. 

It  is  therefore  of  great  importance  that  England,  which  has  so  many  interests 
in  America,  and  whose  commercial  relations  are  so  extended ;  that  France,  who 
with  her  bonds  of  commerce  combines  the  affinity  of  race;  and  that  Spain, 
which  gave  her  blood,  her  language,  her  religion,  and  her  usages  to  these  coun- 
tries, sihould  cease  to  be  regarded  as  the  authors  of  a  monarchical  propagandism, 
and  should  awaken  to  a  sense  of  the  weighty  evils  and  serious  disarrangements 
their  commerce  might  experience  by  exciting  among  these  peoples  jealousies 
against  foreiffners  and  increasing  the  apprehensions  and  disquiets  which  already 
begin  to  trouole  their  minds. 

Therefore  the  government  of  this  republic,  with  its  sincere  purpose  and  con- 
stant yearning  to  increase  the  breadth  and  strength  of  the  cordial  and  friendly 
ties,  and  the  commercial  relations  which  bind  it  with  France,  England,  and 
Spain,  and  in  its  strong  desire  that  fax  from  being  weakened,  the  sympathies  of 
Latin  America  with  such  powers  may  increase,  has  believed  that  it  should 
promptly  manifest  to  their  governments  the  sentiments  I  have  expressed. 

In  consequence  you  will  read  this  despatch  to  the  principal  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  aflBBurs  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  and  will  leave  a  copy  if  it  should 
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be  desired.     You  will  adopt  the  like  conrse  with  the  representatives  of  France 
and  Spain  at  the  court  of  London,  asking  them  to  communicate  the  contents  of 
this  paper  to  their  respective  governments. 
God  save  you. 

MANUEL  ALCALDE. 
D.  Manuel  Garyallo, 

Snvoy  EQaraard*ry  and  Minuter  Plenip^ry  of  Chili  at  London. 

Washington,  August  26,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMEEO. 


No.  4. 
[TraiiBlation.] 

Office  of  Society  of  Defenders  of  American  Independence, 

Lima,  July  10,  1862. 

Sir:  This  great  patriotic  committee,  whose  political  existence  is  already 
known  to  the  world  in  consequence  of  confidence  in  its  principles  and  in  the 
noble  purpose  of  its  tendencies,  has  experienced  the  highest  satisfaction  on  the 
oceasioa  of  the  brilliant  triumphs  achieved  in  May  last,  by  the  valor  of  the  re- 
{mblican  troops  of  Mexico  over  their  invaders.  Upon  this  praiseworthy  event 
tlie  society  has  resolved,  through  you  as  its  organ,  to  congratulate  complimen- 
tanly  the  distinguished  General  Zaragoza  and  the  worthy  government  which 
7011  represent. 

The  important  position  of  the  Juarez  republican  government,  which  represents 
right  in  antagonism  to  the  soldiery  of  Napoleon,  who  personify  tyranny ;  this 
petition,  in  which  he  sustains  the  cause  of  justice,  will,  we  do  not  doubt,  be  up- 
held by  God,  supreme  author  of  democracy,  and  that  cause  will  triumph  despite 
the  powerful  armament  of  its  rash  enemy.  Those  soldiers  of  the  republic  who, 
in  the  battles  of  the  5th,  14th,  and  18th  of  May,  intrepidly  and  valiantly  struck 
down  the  plumed  crests  of  the  zouaves  and  haughty  chasseurs  of  Yincennes,  of 
the  imperial  amiy,  even  they,  in  union  with  other  comrades  of  the  army  of 
Mexico,  inspirited  by  the  noble  and  generous  policy  of  their  enlightened  presi- 
dent, and  led  on  by  the  brilliant  flashing  of  the  conquering  sword  of  the  brave 
General  Zaragoza,  pressing  forward  on  the  path  of  danger,  and  overcoming  the 
advantages  on  which  the  enemy  counted,  will  march  onward  from  victory  to 
victory,  until  they  have  secured  the  safety  of  the  republic. 

It  now  pertains  to  you,  sir,  to  accept,  as  the  representative  of  our  Mexican 
brothers,  this  slight  demonstration  from  our  society,  which  was  the  first  in  Ame- 
rica which  arose  determined  to  defend  the  autonomy  of  the  New  World  against 
any  foreign  aggression  whatever,  and  also  to  labor  as  efficiently  as  it  does  labor 
that  the  union  of  all  the  people  of  this  continent  may  be  brought  to  pass. 

It  iis  pleasant  to  us  for  this  reason  to  offer  to  you  the  expression  of  our  pro- 
found respect  and  distinguished  consideration. 

JOSfi  DE  LOS  SANTOS  MENZON, 
TOMAS  LAMA, 

Secretaries. 

The  VicB-GoNSUL  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico. 

Washington,  August  26,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

BOMEEO. 
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No.  5. 
(TrandatioD  ] 

Lima,  July  11,  1862. 

Messrs.  Secretaries:  It  has  been  a  high  honor  to  me  to  receive  youi 
esteemed  note,  dated  10th  instant,  which  jou  addressed  to  me  in  the  name  oi 
the  Society  of  "  The  Defenders  of  American  Independence."  It  is  another  prooi 
that  worthy  patriots  have  comprehended  that  the  unjust  invasion  of  Mexican 
territory  is  not  an  attack  directed  against  that  republic  only,  but  against  the 
cause  of  liberty  and  democracy  throughout  this  continent. 

It  certainly  is  not  for  the  recovery  of  a  few  thousand  dollars  that  the  imperial 
togles  have  trodden  on  Mexican  soil.  The  powerful  despot  who  now  rulei 
France,  the  perjured,  who,  in  torrents  of  blood,  drowned  the  republic  in  the 
streets  of  Paris,  availing  himself  of  the  civil  war  which  disturbs  the  federa 
Union,  dreams  of  founding  monarchies  in  America  (followiag  the  example  o: 
his  uncle,)  to  make  presents  of  them  to  princes  dethroned  in  Europe.  I  ao  no 
doubt  the  cause  of  justice  will  triumph ;  and  if  the  tyrant  who  lords  it  ovei 
enlightened  France  has  power  to  command  legions  of  '*  sbirri,"  the  sentiment 
of  liberty  and  independence,  the  understanding  of  our  cause,  and  the  idea  of  th( 
humiliation  into  which  our  country  would  fall,  will  cause  the  very  stones  to  m 
up  to  scare  away  the  conquerors  of  Sebastopol. 

We  trust' that  the  unjustifiable  attack  made  by  the  French  government  upoi 
Mexico  will  be  favorable  to  our  sacred  cause ;  and  if,  until  now,  the  separat 
portions  of  America  have  remained  in  fatal  insulation,  it  may  perhaps  profit  h] 
this  hard  lesson,  and  realize  the  dream  of  Bolivar — all  combining  to  force  th 
tyrants  to  rcBpect  those  they  are  trying  to  subjugate.  The  noble  task  pertain 
to  you  to  prepare  public  opinion,  which,  in  turn,  may  influence  our  government 
to  gain  this  important  end.  I  doubt  not  you  are  in  the  zenith  of  your  mission 
since  you  have  been  the  first  to  shout  the  cry  of  resistance  to  the  tyrannj 
which  seeks  to  choke  that  freedom  which  has  cost  us  so  many  sacrifices. 

Happily  America  is  waking  from  her  lethargy,  and  repels  with  horror  thi 
memory  of  past  fratracidal  strifes,  and  from  one  extremity  to  the  other  of  thii 
beautiful  continent  is  shouted  the  cry  of  independence  and  liberty,  which  wil 
overthrow  the  French  army,  which  has  only  been  invincible  when  its  flag  wai 
supported  by  the  justice  of  the  cause. 

The  feat  of  arms  at  Puebla  will  prove  to  the  world  that,  trained  as  may  b 
the  conquerors  in  a  hundred  battles,  when  lacking  the  enthusiasm  always  pro 
duced  by  a  worthy  cause,  the  strength  of  a  few  soldiers,  encouraged  by  th 
love  of  country  and  fortified  by  the  spur  of  republican  systems,  will  be  sufficieD 
to  repel  them. 

By  the  next  steamer  I  will  send  your  esteemed  note  to  the  citizen  Presider 
Juarez,  and  I  do  not  doubt  he,  as  well  as  the  brave  General  Zaragoza,  will  dul 
appreciate  the  noble  sentiments  which  it  breathes,  and  which  it  will  arouse  i 
tne  midst  of  the  difficulties  the  French  invasion  has  brought  upon  us.  ' 

With  sentiments  of  respect,  I  subscribe  myself,  &c., 

J.  M.  DE  UGARTE. 

The  Secretaries  of  the 

Society  of  Defenders  of  American  Independence. 

Washington,  August  26,  1862. 
A  true  copy.  ROMERO. 
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No.  6. 

[Translation.] 

Department  op  Foreign  Relations, 

Lima,  November  20,  1861. 
The  international  differences  which  have  interrupted  the  relations  of  friend- 
ship between  the  republic  of  Mexico  and  the  governments  of  England,  France, 
and  Spain,  have  unfortunately  taken  the  character  of  a  grave  public  conflict; 
since  the  ill  success  of  the  recourse  to  pacific  discussions,  diplomatic  measures 
appear  to  be  abandoned  in  order  to  enter  unrestrictedly  upon  the  exercise  of 
serious  coercive  measures. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  European  powers  who  hold  outstanding 
claims  against  that  American  republic  have  agreed  upon  the  employment  of 
material  force  to  decide  them,  and  that  in  virtue  of  protocols  signed  by  them, 
the  triple  alliance  of  the  cabinets  of  London,  Paris,  and  Madrid  against  Mexico 
\s>  now  an  act  resolved  upon,  which  will  soon  be  carried  into  effect. 

The  Peruvian  government  does  not  pretend  to  disavow  the  right  of  nations  to 
settle  their  differences  between  themselves  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of 
international  law;  and  the  character,  extent,  and  sphere  of  action  of  the  Anglo- 
Franco-Spanish  alliance  under  the  convention,  which  is  not  yet  officially  known, 
not  being  as  yet  subject  to  the  dominion  of  public  opinion,  it  is  not  yet  discreet 
or  just  to  yield  assent  to  all  the  alarming  conjectures  which  have  been 
awakened  respecting  the  tendencies  and  objects  of  the  agreement  of  the  Euro- 
pean cabinets.  Nevertheless,  the  fate  of  a  sister  republic  cannot  fail  to  inspire 
Peru  with  lively  and  sincere  interests ;  and  even  if  it  should  not  present  a 
remote  danger  to  its  nationality  and  a  menace  to  the  American  system,  at  the 
least  amid  the  humiliating  innovations  which  would  be  introduced  into  that 
public  law  which  forefends  the  sovereignty  of  the  states  of  the  continent — amid 
ihe^  proceedings  which,  it  is  supposed,  the  governments  of  England,  France, 
and  Spain  will  develop  in  Mexico,  it  would  not  cease  to  regret,  as  it  does 
regret,  the  deplorable  state  at  which  its  international  questions  have  arrived, 
and  the  manner  in  which  their  solution  is  treated. 

The  sentiment  of  American  fraternity  so  intensely,  as  well  as  painfully, 
excited  by  the  annexation  of  Santo  Domingo,  and  by  the  prospects  which 
Ecuador  presents,  allows  of  facile  yielding  to  apprehension  and  alarm. 

The  peoples,  to  whom  the  great  work  of  their  independence  cost  so  many  and 
80  great  sacrifices,  are  exceedingly  tenacious  of  the  blessings  which  symbolizes 
their  efforts,  their  martyrdoms,  and  their  glory.  There  is  proof  of  their  deeply- 
rooted  law  of  liberty  in  the  forecast  with  which  they  hasten  to  anticipate  oaii- 
gers  which,  in  reality,  may  not  exist,  but  which  the  imagination  may  at  times 
entertain,  because  of  the  sad  instances  of  aberrance  into  which  it  is  possible 
that  the  power  of  a  nation  may  lead  it,  unless  that  be  counterpoised  by  its 
justice. 

Fortunately,  not  one  nation  alone  is  about  to  act  upon  Mexico ;  and  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  concurrence  of  three  European  powers,  among  which  figure 
those  which  have  been  distinguished  for  a  policy  just,  and  even  protective  of 
national  autonomies,  is  a  guaranty,  to  a  certain  extent,  that  Mexico  will  not 
become  the  prize  of  spurious  ambition,  nor  be  placed  beyond  the  laws  which 
control  nations  free  and  sovereign.  Notwithstanding  the  government  of  Peru 
believes  that  a  case  has  occurred  upon  which  the  American  States  may  adopt 
a  policy  which  may  signify  to  Europe  the  moral  union  of  independent  America, 
because,  although  there  may  be  solidarity  of  opinion,  so  far  as  to  understand 
that,  on  the  part  of  England,  France,  and  Spain,  it  is  purposed  to  settle  their 
questions  with  the  republic  of  Mexico,  as  it  is  lawful  to  do  between  sovereign 
jff.  Ex.  Doc.  54 11 
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states,  yet  the  case  might  happen  in  which  the  independence  of  the  free  nations 
of  America  might  be  regarded  as  menaced. 

The  Peruvian  government  has  given  instructions  to  its  representatives  at  the 
courts  of  St.  James  and  the  Tuilleries  that  they  may  so  express  themselves  to 
the  governments  near  which  they  are  accredited,  and  has  just  appointed  a  lega- 
tion to  Mexico,  which  will  fulfil  the  important  end  of  informing  it  regularly  of 
events  which  may  occur  in  that  republic,  as  consequences  of  the  European  alli- 
ance, and  of  enabling  it,  upon  such  data,  to  appreciate  the  nature  of  that  alli- 
ance, its  character  and  tendencies. 

Peru  would  see,  with  much  satisfaction,  that  your  excellency's  enlightened 
government  agreed  in  the  adoption  of  the  measures  which,  by  order  of  his  excel- 
lency the  president,  the  undersigned  minister  of  foreign  relations  has  had  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  the  minister  in  the  same  position  in  Bolivia,  and  avails 
himself  of  this  gratifying  occasion  to  renew  to  him  the  assurance  of  the  senti- 
ments of  consideration  with  which  he  subscribes  himself,  his  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

JOSfi  FABTO  MELGAR. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Relations 

of  the  Republic  <>/***•• 

Washington,  August  26,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  7. 
[  Translation  ] 

Bolivian  Republic,  Department  op  Foreign  Relations, 

Oruro,  December  28,  1861. 
Most  Excellent  Sir  :  The  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of 
Bolivia,  has  received  with  satisfaction  the  despatch  of  his  excellency  Mr.  Mel- 
gar,  of  the  24th  of  November  last,  by  which  he  is  pleased  to  communicate  to 
him  that,  abandoning  diplomatic  means  of  arranging  the  difficulties  existing  be- 
tween the  republics  of  Mexico  and  the  governments  of  England,  France,  and 
Spain,  it  appears  that  to  bring  them  to  a  solution  the  employment  of  material 
force  is  under  consideration ;  that  this,  although  it  were  not  a  danger  to  the  na- 
tionality of  Mexico  and  a  menace  to  the  American  system,  would  always  import 
an  innovation  on  the  public  law  which  forefends  the  sovereignty  of  the  states 
of  the  continent.  In  consequence,  his  excellency  thinks  it  fitting  that  the  Amer- 
ican states  adopt  a  policy  significative  of  the  moral  unity  of  American  inde- 
pendence in  respect  of  the  European  powers. 

The  government  of  Bolivia  would  deeply  regret  that  the  expectation  of  a 
pacific  solution  should  not  be  realized,  and  that  the  principal  powers  of  Europe 
should  bind  themselves  togetlier  to  use  force  against  the  republic  of  Mexico  in 
the  difficult  circumstances  in  which  she  is  placed,  in  censequence  of  a  long  civil 
war,  the  close  of  which  the  American  states  pant  for  with  the  most  lively 
interest.  If  every  prospect  of  an  arrangement  which  may  conciliate  conflicting 
interests  be  vain,  and  the  combined  powers  persist  in  a  forcible  intervention 
which  cannot  be  justified  ex  necessitate  rei,  it  is  justly  to  be  feared  that  the 
interfering  nations  may  impose  an  indirect  domination  over  the  American  system. 

It  is  becoming  that,  by  reason  of  this  event,  which  may  prove  to  be  of  im- 
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mense  transcendency,  the  government  of  Peru  should  show  herself  to  be  jealous 
of  the  great  American  interests.  The  sad  precedent  of  Santo  Domingo  justi- 
fies every  suspicion  against  the  crown  of  Castile ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
governments  of  France  and  England,  in  consequence  of  their  principles  of  Euro- 
pean international  policy,  may  not  have  committed  themselves  to  wounding  the 
autonomy  of  Mexico,  and  may  restrict  themselves  solely  to  the  reclamation  of 
their  perfect  rights. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  highly  honorable  to  the  government  of  ^I.  Melgar  to  give 
the  first  signal  of  alarm  to  the  states  of  South  America,  when  he  foresees  an 
extension,  beyond  limit,  of  the  means  of  solving  their  pecuniary  questions  on  the 
part  of  the  European  powers.  The  government  of  Bolivia  sees,  with  satisfac- 
tion, that  the  cabinet  at  Lima  had  addressed  its  representatives  at  the  courts  of 
St.  James  and  the  Tuilleries  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  demonstration  of  its 
noble  and  exalted  sentiments,  in  order  that  the  autonomic  rights  of  Mexico  may 
be  preserved  uninjured. 

The  undersigned  recognizes  the  solidarity  of  American  interests,  and  conse- 
quently the  offence  offered  to  the  independence  of  Mexico,  or  the  modification 
of  its  institutions  by  the  employment  of  force,  would  be  a  substantive  menace  to 
the  security  of  the  rest  of  the  states 

Bolivia,  which  has  striven,  with  a  steadfastness  that  could  not  be  restrained, 
to  conquer  her  independence,  appreciates  those  other  sister  nations  which,  with 
such  efforts  and  heroic  sacrifices,  also  achieved  their  emancipation  from  the . 
metropolitan  power,  and  consequently  adheres  with  all  sincerity  to  the  mani- 
festation made  by  your  excellency  to  preserve,  in  safety  and  unhurt,  the  senti- 
ment of  American  n-atemization,  and  of  the  independence  of  all  and  each  of  the 
sections  of  the  Spanish  American  continent. 

The  government  of  Bolivia,  which  ciinnot  be  indifferent  to  questions  of  Amer- 
ican dignity  and  honor,  is  not  only  of  accord  in  these  sentiments  with  that  of 
Peru,  but  also  entertains  wishes  for  the  realization  of  the  American  Congress^ 
for  the  purpose  of  forearming  the  nationalities  of  the  New  World  by  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  best  adapted  to  a  rational  and  just  policy.  In  this  manner  its 
moral  influence  woidd  be  immense,  its  joint  action  certain,  and  its  estimation  by 
the  powers  of  Europe  incontestable,  in  consequence  of  the  resources  which  all  the 
states  could  command  for  attaining  so  high  a  purpose. 

The  state  of  isolation  weakens,  and  the  system  of  solidarity  exists,  only 
morally.  A  general  congn^^ss  alone  could  strengthen  the  ties  of  the  American 
states,  and  wotdd  cause  their  dignity  to  be  respected  by  giving  complete  devel- 
opment to  their  genuine  character  and  tendencies,  to  their  institutions  and  com- 
mon interests. 

Upon  such  plausible  grounds  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  offer  to  his 
excellency  M.  Melgar  the  expressions  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration 
with  which  he  subscribes  himself  his  obedient,  humble  servant, 

MANUEL  M.  SALINAS. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations 

of  the  Republic  of  Fern. 


Washington,  August  26,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washins;tony  August  31,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  In  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  under 
date  of  3l8t  July  last  past,  informing  you  of  the  political  events  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  Mexican  republic  during  the  preceding  month,  I  stated  that  a 
great  part  of  the  conservative  party  in  Mexico  repelled  French  intervention,  and 
in  support  of  such  assertion  I  cited  the  fact  that  General  Zuloaga  and  other 
leading  members  of  that  party  had  preferred  to  leave  their  country  rather 
than  lend  their  support  to  the  schemes  of  conquest  of  the  invaders.  Since 
then  two  manifestoes  have  reached  my  hands  addressed  to  the  Mexican  nation — 
one  by  the  said  General  Zuloaga,  who  was  president  of  that  shadow  of  govern- 
ment which  the  conservative  party  established  in  Mexico  in  1858,  and  undoubt- 
edly one  of  the  most  prominent  persons  of  said  party,  because  he  at  least  was  not 
stained  with  embezzlement  and  with  murder,  which  soiled  so  many  of  the  up- 
holders of  that  so-called  government ;  and  the  other,  of  the  so-called  general  Jos^ 
Maria  Cobos,  a  prominent  person  of  the  same  party,  and  who  was  general-in- 
chief  of  the  reactionary  bands  that  warred  against  the  forces  of  the  government 
of  the  republic.  Both  documents,  of  each  of  which  I  send  a  copy  subjoined, 
tend  to  corroborate,  in  manner  most  complete,  the  opinion  which  I  expressed  in 
my  said  note  respecting  the  non-complicity  of  the  conservative  party  of  Mexico 
with  French  intervention  and  the  treason  of  Almonte. 

Although  it  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  proper  or  decorous  to  take  before  a 
foreign  government  the  internal  and  merely  domestic  questions  which  are 
agitating  in  my  couutry,  the  special  circumstances  of  the  present  case  authorize 
me,  I  believe,  to  depart  somewhat  from  this  rule  of  conduct,  and  to  condescend 
to  speak  of  the  opinions  and  conduct  of  one  of  the  parties  which  distract  my 
country. 

If  there  is  any  pereon  who  can  with  propriety  speak  in  the  name  of  the  con- 
servative party  in  Mexico,  that  person  is  Don  Felix  Zuloaga,  chosen  by  that  party 
as  its  leader,  and  who*  has  been  more  true  to  its  cause  than  most  others  of  his  po- 
litical co-religionists.  Excluding  various  conclusions  of  General  Zuloaga,  some 
unfounded,  and  others  inaccurate,  occasioned  by  the  defective  nature  of  the  medium 
through  which  he  looked  at  the  public  affairs  of  Mexico,  believing  the  conservative 
party  to  form  the  majority  of  the  people,  there  are  three  points  on  which  the  opinion 
of  General  Zuloaga,  who  represents  the  conservative  party,  appears  to  be  very 
explicit :  the  first  relates  to  Marquez,  the  traitor  who  joined  some  bodies  of 
Mexicans,  deceived  by  the  French  who  are  invading  the  country ;  the  second, 
about  the  traitor  Almonte;  and  the  third,  relative  to  French  intervention  in 
Mexico. 

In  regard  to  Marquez,  General  Zuloaga  says  "  that  he  could  have  no  followers 
unless  from  among  a  certain  class  of  men  whose  evil  instincts  he  knows  w^ell  how  to 
flatter;"  that  "once  he  had  dared  to  make  a  false  report  of  a  victory  when 
necessity  had  obliged  him  to  break  up  his  camp;"  and  that,  "  for  this  reason, he 
was  deprived  of  the  command  of  the  reactionary  forces ;"  that  he  "  alienated  from 
the  reaction  the  sympathies  of  all  sides,  because  the  character  of  this  chief  (Mar- 
quez) is  most  abundantly  suited  to  change  into  enemies  friends  the  most  enthusias- 
tic and  decided,  and  that  this  does  not  take  much  time,  as  it  is  enough  to  do  so 
that  he  should  pass  by ;  his  footprints  are  recognizable  at  a  great  distance ;  there, 
where  is  found  desolation  and  sorrowing,  where  barbarity  has  sated  itself  upon 
some  victim,  there,  beyond  question,  General  Don  Leonardo  Marquez  has  passed 
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along;"  that  "his  dismissal  (that  of  Marquez)  of  his  command  was  the  cause 
of  sincere  congratulations ;  that  there  was  not  a  single  person  who  did  not  ap- 
plaud it,  and  did  not  perceive  in  it  an  augury  of  good."  This  is  the  man  who, 
deceiving  the  chiefs  of  the  reactionary  forces,  marched  with  them  to  Orizaba, 
and  was  received  by  the  French  as  the  chief  of  the  sound  portion  of  the  Mexi- 
can population  who  were  anxious  for  a  good  government;  this  scoundrel,  whom 
any  civilized  nation  would  blush  to  own  as  an  ally,  is  he  who  would  not  have 
been  able  to  consummate  his  vile  treason,  if  General  Lorencez  had  not  ordered 
up  two  thousand  Frenchmen  to  assist  him  in  forcing  the  pass  of  Barranca  Seca. 

In  respect  to  Almonte,  General  Zuloaga  says  that  when  he  learned  that  "  he 
had  appeared  at  Vera  Cruz  under  the  special  and  direct  protection  of  the  arms 
of  France"  he  wrote  to  him,  in  order  that  he  might  make  to  him  a  frank  com- 
nranication  of  his  purpose  in  returning  to  the  country,  hoping  that  he  would  re- 
spond to  the  confidence  which  he  (Zuloaga)  had  in  him  when  he  appointed  him 
iiiini*:ter  of  Mexico  near  the  governments  of  Spain  and  France ;  that  bis  reply 
was  delayed,  and  that,  in  fine,  he  received  the  first  letter  from  Almonte,  with  a 
plan  drawn  up  by  him,  in  which  he  proclaimed  himself  to  be  the  supreme  head 
of  the  nation,  and  invited  him  (Zuolaga)  to  be  the  first  to  make  public  the 
proclamation,  and  to  submit  himself  to  him  with  all  the  forces  under  his  com- 
mand." Greneral  Zuloaga  goes  on  by  saying  that  "he  could  be  no  less  than 
fuiprised  on  learning  such  a  pretension,  that  Almonte  did  not  even  attempt 
to  sneltcr  in  some  decent  manner ;  that,  perchance,  his  blind  presumption  carried 
Imn  to  the  extreme  of  believing  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  in  order  to  attain  his 
ends  than  to  issue  his  orders  to  the  nation,  and  be  on  the  instant  obeyed." 

A  little  further  on  General  Zuloaga  expresses  himself  in  these  terms :  "  He 
was  no  longer  the  disinterested  patriot  Almonte,  who  brought  to  Mexicans  mes- 
sages of  peace  and  conciliation ;  he  was  the  revolutionary,  the  intriguer,  who 
ctme  to  foment  our  discords,  to  plant  himself  in  power  by  the  aid  of  French 
bayonets ;  the  bad  citizen,  who  had  carried  off  the  nationality  to  proffer  it  to 
strangers  as  merchandise  taken  out  for  sale."  Shortly  after  he  says,  "  Almonte 
entertains  one  ambition,  that  of  assailing  authority  for  the  purpose  of  transfer- 
ring it  to  a  foreigner;  and  while  there  are  French  bayonets  to  assist  him,  he  will 
not  refrain,  in  presence  of  the  corpses  of  his  brethren  sacrified  to  his  perverse 
views."  General  Zuloaga,  in  continuation,  relates  that  Almonte  wrote  to  him 
to  place  himself  on  the  road  from  Puebla  to  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  gather- 
ing the  stragglers  of  the  Mexican  army,  counting  on  the  triumph  of  the  French 
as  assnred,  and  "  that,  as  this  would  offend  those  who  commanded  the  reactionary 
troops,  he  was  obliged  to  reply  negatively." 

G^eral  Zuloaga  says  "tnat  the  defeat  the  French  army  suffered  at  Puebla 
was  no  cause  for  flagging  or  dissatisfaction  among'  the  forces  of  reaction, 
but  quite  the  contrary ;  it  was  known,  from  the  countenances  of  the  soldiers, 
that  the  national  pride  was  gratified."  In  regard  to  French  intervention, 
General  Zuloaga  says,  "France,  changed  from  her  well-intended  mediation 
to  become  an  invader,  purposing  to  impose  her  despotic  will  on  a  free 
people  upon  futile  aud  unreasonable  pretences."  In  closing  his  manifesto  he 
is  even  more  explicit  as  to  the  French  invasion  and  intervention;  for  he 
utters  these  words:  "Let  everything  be  done  that  can  be  in  defence  of  our 
country  and  firesides,  postponing  family  quarrels  until  the  common  enemy 
leaves  our  soil  at  liberty ;  let  all  rally  to  the  fray ;  that  if  towns  be  lost,  the  de- 
files, the  wooded  mountains,  ridges,  and  extensive  deserts,  transformed  into  vast 
encampments,  shall  become  a  sure  refuge  for  our  nationality,  and  a  challenge  to 
death  thrown  out  against  the  invader,  assuring  him  that  the  longer  the  strife 
continues  the  surer  will  be  our  triumph."  The  manifesto  finishes  with  the  fol- 
lowing apostrophe  to  Mexicans :  "To  arms,  all !  to  arms,  Mexicans  of  all  par- 
ties !  gather  yourselves  in  defence  of  our  flag,  and  war,  without  truce  or  quarter, 
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with  the  hated  invaders  until  driven  from  our  soil.  Hasten,  and  keep  faith  in 
justice  and  the  law,  once  more  proving  to  the  world,  which  is  looking  upon  you 
in  this  heroic  strife  of  the  feeble  against  the  strong,  that  there  is  not,  nor  ever 
will  be,  a  soldier  of  the  Crimea,  or  Solferino,  more  brave  than  one  of  Palo  Alto, 
of  La  Resaca,  La  Angostura,  and  Churubusco.  They  were  Frenchmen  who, 
under  Count  Raousset-Boulbon,  invaded  the  territory  of  Guaymas,  and  they 
•were  Mexicans  who  made  them  pay  with  their  lives  for  their  rash  attempt. 
Courage !  let  not  their  numbers  startle  you  !  What  if  they  are  many  ;  many 
^Iso  are  our  valleys  in  which  to  bury  them." 

Don  Josd  Maria  Cobos  confirms  in  his  manifesto  all  General  Zuloaga  says  in 
iiis,  and  gives  some  further  very  important  details  for  understanding  and  appre- 
ciating events  which  have  happened  in  Mexico.  In  his  denunciations  of  Almonte 
he  is  much  more  severe  than  General  Zuloaga,  and,  among  other  things,  mentions 
that  on  seeing  him  at  Orizaba,  he  attempted  to  dissuade  him  from  following  the 
course  which  he  was  taking,  which  will  precipitate  the  country  into  an  abyss ;  to 
which  Almonte  replied  "  that  he  was  resolved  to  fulfil  his  engagements  which 
he  had  entered  into  in  Europe,  where  he  could  not  return  should  his  plans  be 
frustrated,  but  that  could  not  happen,  because  (these  are  literally  his  words)  1 
do  not  comct^^  he  said,  **  leaning  on  the  forces  of  the  country ^  which  will  serve 
me  but  little  ;  for  this  I  bring  the  French  bayonets*'  Cobos  assures  us  that  the 
news  that  the  French  had  forced  the  pass  of  the  Cumbres  of  Acultzingo  was 
received  "with  visible  signs  of  regret  in  the  reactionary  army;"  that  the  order 
of  Almonte  that  the  said  forces  should  post  themselves  between  Puebla  and 
Mexico,  "  to  gather  the  stragglers  and  complete  the  triumph  of  the  French," 
which  he  believed  secured,  "  was  deemed  by  all  to  be  offensive;"  that  the  repulse 
of  the  French  from  Guadalupe  gave  neither  annoyance  nor  regret  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  reaction,  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  marked  by  the  most  evident 
satisfaction  to  the  national  pride,  and  inspired  no  one  of  those  in  command  with 
jealousy. 

There  are,  besides,  in  the  manifesto  of  Don  Jose  Maria  Cobos  two  other 
points  which  merit  not  to  be  passed  over  without  being  noticed.  The  first  is 
the  confession  that  not  eVon  the  conservative  party  in  Mexico  desires  monarchy, 
when  he  says  that  General  Zulo&ga  insisted  that  Almonte  "  should  draw  up,  as 
soon  as  possible,  a  political  programme  of  conservative  tenor,  without  tinge  of  a 
foreign  monarchy,  for  "which  no  one  entertained  a  thought."  The  second  point 
worthy  of  special  mention  relates  to  the  assurances  which  he  gives  that  the 
bands  of  deluded  reactionaries,  with  whom  Marquez  joined  the  French,  have 
almost  entirely  disappeared,  when  he  says :  "  The  Mexican  troops,  under  the 
orders  of  Marquez,  had  become  reduced  to  the  lowest  figure,  either  through 
want  or  aversion,  and  the  latter  is  the  more  sure  towards  the  iniquitous  anti- 
national  cause  led  by  Almonte.  The  fact  is,  they  had,  for  the  most  part,  dis- 
banded, and  Marquez  has  not  been  able  to  retain  any  up  to  this  time.  There 
is   in  this   man   a  certain  influence  which  destroys   all   it   reaches    through 

From  an  attentive  perusal  of  these  manifestoes  one  learns  anew  what  makes 
the  conduct  of  the  traitors,  Almonte  and  Marquez,  even  more  censurable,  inas- 
much as  their  iniquitous  manoeuvres  and  miserable  intrigues,  related  by  their 
own  partisans  are  highly  repugnant  to  the  views  of  brave  and  honorable  men. 
There  are  also  narrations  in  these  documents  of  various  other  facts  very  im- 
portant to  a  thorough  understanding  of  the  events  which  have  occurred  in 
Mexico  since  the  French  violated  the  conventions  of  La  Soledad. 
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I  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


No.  1. 

[Translatiou.] 

Fdix  Zulo€iga,  general  in  the  Mexican  army,  to  hisjellow  countrymen : 

So  greatly  have  events,  which  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  separate  myself 
from  the  grave  question  which  at  present  is  agitated  throughout  the  Mexican 
republic,  been  misrepresented,  and  so  much  have  malignant  partisans  of  the 
foreign  invasion  succeeded  in  procuring  to  be  credited,  so  as  to  lead  opinion 
astray  and  indifferently  to  conceal  their  views,  that  at  last  I  find  myself  com- 
pelled to  raise  my  voice  with  no  other  purpose  than  to  put  forth  a  manifesto  of 
what,  in  tmth,  has  happened,  and  to  render  an  account  to  my  fellow-citizens  of 
my  public  conduct  since  the  time  when  the  army  under  Greneral  Miramon  was 
destroyed  at  Calpulalpan  and  the  capital  of  the  republic  was  occupied  by  the 
federalists  without  resistance.  I  went  forth,  at  the  instances  of  numerous  and 
respected  friends,  to  take  again  in  hand  the  political  programme  which  I  initiated 
at  Tacubaya  the  18th  of  December,  1857,  and  which  the  majority  of  the 
nation  sustained  until  it  succumbed  at  the  close  of  a  struggle  of  three  years. 

The  conservative  party  which  represents  interests  truly  national,  upon  princi- 
ples based  on  order,  liberty  well  understood,  and  that  Catholic  religion  which 
civilization  brought  to  the  New  World,  and  which  among  Mexicans  has  always 
been  our  most  sacred  bond  of  union.  The  conservative  party,  I  repeat,  -saw 
nothing  else  in  the  disaster  of  Calpulalpan  than  the  loss  of  its  physical  force 
which  had  sustained  it  in  power ;  and  inspirited  more  than  ever  in  the  midst  of 
its  misfortune,  and  of  the  unholy  persecution  which  the  demagogues  become 
masters  by  physical  force  of  the  destinies  of  the  country,  opened  against  it* 
sought  and  soon  found  means  to  organize  new  forces,  which  in  very  short  time 
took  the  field.  I  presented  myself  at  Iguala  de  Iturbide  in  a  few  days,  and 
there  the  troops,  under  command  of  General  Vicario,  acknowledged  me  as  the 
Intimate  head  of  the  government  emanated  from  the  above- cited  plan  of  Tacu- 
baya ;  the  same  thing  again  occurring  with  the  numerous  forces  which  General 
Mejia  commanded  in  Sierra  Gordo,  and  with  those  under  Colonel  Logada  in  the 
district  of  Tepic. 

I  immediately  set  about  establishing  the  government,  without  on  that  account 
neglecting  the  organization  of  the  aimy,  which,  although  numerous,  was  very 
much  scattered,  and  needed  a  rallying  centre  from  which  the  combined  move- 
ments of  the  campaign  should  emanate ;  but  this  difficulty  was  overcome  at 
little  cost  through  the  obedience  which  all  rendered  to  me,  and  thus  began  a 
contest  in  which  heroic  valor,  forced  marches,  and  sufferings  the  most  unheard- 
of  supplied  numerical  disproportions.  At  the  city  of  Carbon  General  Don 
Leonardo  Marquez  presented  himself  to  me  with  a  short  brigade  of  cavalry, 
which  Mr.  Mejia  intrusted  to  him  that  he  might  go  on  expeditions  beyond  the 
sierra.  I  never  had  the  most  favorable  opinion  of  the  officer,  because  1  well 
knew  his  disinclination  to  discipline,  and  I  knew  he  lacked  popularity,  because 
rumor  painted  him  under  conditions  so  unfavorable  that,  in  ray  view,  it  was  not 
possible  there  could  be  persons  attached  to  him,  except  among  a  certain  class  of 
men  whose  evil  instincts  Seiior  Marquez  perfectly  well  understands  how  to  en- 
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courage.  Nevertheless,  it  was  at  the  time  thought  that  he  was  most  fit  to  con- 
tend with  the  masses  of  federalists,  led  on  by  guerilla  chiefs,  who  had  spread 
terror  and  affright  along  the  highways  and  farm  lands,  and  unarmed  villages, 
and  Mr.  Marquez  obtained  leave  to  fight  them,  there  remaining  subject  to  his 
command  elements  which,  in  other  hands,  would  have  been  more  than  sufficient 
to  repossess  even  the  very  capital  itself.  He  did  nothing ;  all  ended  under  his 
direction,  and  one  army  after  another  were  going  to  destruction  in  the  defeats  of 
lalatlaco,  Huisquilucan,  Pachuca,  San  Luis  de  la  Paz,  until  it  came  to  such  pass 
that  no  one  desired  to  be  under  the  command  of  a  leader  so  unfortunate,  and  oi 
so  little  genius  for  war.  To  be  sure,  nothing  of  this  was  new  to  me.  I  looked 
for  it  from  the  moment  when,  yielding  to  the  wishes  of  various  friends,  I  placed 
at  his  disposal  the  most  reliable  elements  offered  by  the  patriotism  and  valor  o:! 
the  numberless  friends  to  our  cause. 

On  one  occasion  General  Marquez  dared  to  address  to  me  a  false  report  o 
victory,  when  he  had  been  compelled  to  fly  the  field,  and  this  unjustifiable  ac 
could  not  be  tolerated.  Through  the  proper  department  an  energetic  demon. 
Btration  of  dissatisfaction  was  made,  and  he  was  deprived  of  a  command  whie} 
only  served  to  weaken  us,  in  presence  of  the  enemy,  by  squandering  plentifkii 
supplies  and  by  estranging  from  us  the  sympathies  of  all  sides,  because  mosl 
abundantly  is  the  character  of  this  chief  the  best  adapted  to  change  into  ene- 
mies friends  the  most  zealous  and  decided  ;  and  even  for  this  not  much  time  is 
needed ;  to  attain  this,  it  is  enough  that  he  pass  by.  His  track  is  recognized  at 
a  long  distance ;  where  there  is  desolation  and  weeping,  where  barbarity  has 
sated  itself  on  some  victim,  there,  without  doubt.  General  Don  Leonardo  Mar- 
quez has  passed  by  the  way. 

His  deprivation  of  command  was  the  motive  for  sincere  felicitations ;  there 
was  none  who  did  not  approve,  nor  failed  to  see  therein  an  augury  of  good,  as 
happened  in  fact.  All  the  generals  and  chiefs  of  the  army  who  refused  to  take 
commands  while  it  was  held  by  M.  Marquez,  came  in  at  once  to  offer  their  ser- 
vices, which  were  accepted  with  pleasure.  General  Cobos  received  the  command 
in  chief,  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  and  ordinances ;  a  reorganization  of 
the  army  was  effected,  and  all  entered  it  who  had  withdrawn  because  the  dis- 
placed chief  had  become  intolerable  to  them ;  some  brigades  were  formed,  and 
the  district  of  Izucar  de  Matamoras  was  selected  for  the  provisional  cantonment 
of  our  forces,  because  the  enemy  was  there,  and  it  was  necessary  to  beat  him,  on 
which  all  were  resolved,  full  of  trust,  because  they  considered  themselves  freed 
from  the  fatal  mark  which  followed  after  M.  Marquez,  and  consequently  looked 
forward  to  victory.  This  flattering  hope  was  not  disappointed;  a  twofold 
attack  was  made,  within  and  without  the  town  of  Izucar,  in  the  disproportion 
of  one  to  two,  and  victory  was  the  result  of  the  battle,  in  which  the  enemy  left 
us  masters  of  all  his  troops,  artillery,  and  baggage. 

I  cannot  do  less,  in  referring  to  this  event,  than  make  that  honorable  mention 
of  General  Cobos,  of  which  he  is  worthy,  for  so  brilliant  a  feat  of  arms,  achieved 
under  his  immediate  commands  This  gallant  chieftain,  in  whom  are  blended  all 
the  qualities  which  characterize  the  soldier  in  the  different  conditions  of  war; 
who  has  given  a  thousand  irrefragable  proofs  of  firmness  to  the  political  princi- 
ples he  has  maintained,  since  more  than  once  he  has  remained  in  the  lists  when 
some  were  driven  out,  and  others  retired  from  the  scene ;  who  has  known  how  to 
mould  the  elements  fit  for  contest  with  the  enemy,  and  whose  distinguished 
services  have  never  been  mercenary,  because  his  generous  disinterestedness  is 
characteristic.  This  general,  I  repeat,  changed  in  a  very  few  days  the  phases 
of  the  conservative  revolution,  improvising  a  respectable  personnel  and  material 
of  war,  strengthening  that  activity  which  his  character  impresses  on  all  that  he 
undertakes,  and  attracting  to  our  standard  the  moral  element  which  M.  Marquez 
had  destroyed. 
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We  touched  upon  the  time  when  the  demagogues  had  calculated  upon  com- 
pleting our  annihilation;  and,  full  of  spirit  and  of  hope,  we  arose,  threatening  to 
possess  ourselves  of  the  city  of  Puebla  which,  in  general,  was  well  affected  to 
The  government  of  Juarez  comprehended  its  condition  of  decadence,  and 
in  place  of  undertaking  a  fresh  campaign  against  the  reaction,  it  initiated  an  ac- 
commodation, Don  Manuel  Doblado  writing  about  it  to  Greneral  Marquez,whom 
be  looked  upon  as  still  in  command.     It  is  said  that  gentleman  favored  the  idea 
of  lending  himself  to  the  wishes  of  the  other,  but  got  rid  of  it  on  account  of  his 
Mation  and  want  of  influence  with  the  army,  saying  about  as  much  in  making 
me  a  report  of  what  was  written  to  him,  and  earnestly  exerting  himself  to  induce 
General  Cobos  to  give  Doblado  deceptive  hopes,  by  which  he  would  have  all 
the  time  necessary  to  overcome  him  with  the  element  of  armed  force.     He  fol- 
lowed up,  taking  charge  of  the  like  negotiation ;  in  his  handwriting  is  the  safe 
wnduct  sent  to  Doblado  that  he  might  come  to  our  headquarters,  and  whatever 
WM  done  was  his  work,  so  that  if  there  is  anything  to  say  about  it,  it  belongs 
^tmM  to  him  rather  than  any  one  else  to  notice  it. 

1  have  given  a  sketch  of  my  labors  in  the  contest  which  the  conservative 
party  maintained  during  the  last  days  against  Juarez.     Let  what  is  said  serve 
for  information  to  all  my  friends,  and  to  the  Mexican  people,  the  majority  of 
tt^  (t-M  fhich  desired,  and  still  desire,  the  triumph  of  sound  principles,  because  they 
ire  rach  as  most  readily  adapt  themselves  to  their  religious  character  and  to 
tiieir  traditional  customs.     Much  could  have  been  done  but  for  the  unfortunate 
ioterference  of  Marquez,  and  we  were  on  the  point  of  regaining  what  was  lost 
then  the  flight  of  this  leader  and  the  carrying  off  by  him,  through  deception, 
of  a  great  part  of  the  forces  under  the  command  of  General  Cobos,  gave  place 
_  to  events  of  very  serious  character — one  of  the^  being  the  destruction  of  the 
■^  J  tony  corps  cantoned  in  the  district  of  Izucar. 

^  I  shall  now  occupy  myself  with  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte  and  the  foreign  inva- 
sion he  has  brought  upon  the  republic,  about  all  which  there  have  been  current 
and  made  public,  with  sinister  purpose,  different  versions,  in  which  it  has  been 
basely  attempted  to  inculpate  me. 

I  was  in  Sierra  Gorda  when,  from  the  capital,  the  first  news  reached  me  of 
the  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz  of  the  forces  of  the  combined  powers — Spain,  France, 
and  £ngland ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  learning  more  promptly  the  object  of  this 
eofnbined  action  against  Mexico,  I  advanced  to  Yxmiquilpan,  where  I  defini- 
tirely  established  the  government.  There  I  received  every  day  mails  from  the 
capital,  the  correspondence  by  which  brought  within  reach  whatever  was  hap- 
pening in  Vera  Cruz  with  the  commissioners  representing  those  powers.  It  had 
already  before  come  to  my  knowledge  about  the  convention  of  London,  made 
^  3l8t  October  of  the  previous  year,  that  its  contents  were  not  sufficient  to 
satisfy  doubts  about  the  genuine  interpretation  which  should  be  given  to  it; 
nevertheless  it  was  to  be  hoped,  and  so  I  was  assured  by  the  most  respectable 
persons  of  the  conservative  party,  that  its  mission,  apart  from  the  question  of 
daims  and  indemnities  for  damages  occasioned  to  their  subjects,  would  tend  to 
the  noble  and  humanitarian  purpose  of  intermediation  in  the  political  differences 
in  Mexico  to  bring  to  an  end  the  civil  war  which  for  so  many  years  had  preyed 
upon  the  nation,  by  favoring  universal  suffrage,  from  which  would  spring  an 
order  of  things  that  would  be  the  freest  exposition  of  the  will  of  the  republic. 
The  wish  for  peace,  after  so  much  discord,  was  in  those  days  more  vehement 
ihan.  ever,  but  the  means  of  obtaining  it  had  not  been  selected  by  the  personages 
who,  counting  themselves  the  elected  government,  had  invoked  terror  and 
tyranny  to  smother  the  national  sentiment.  That  would  not  have  been,  notwith- 
standing, an  obstacle  to  attaining  the  inestimable  blessing  of  public  peace.  The 
Mexicans,  called  upon  to  vote  in  such  mode  that  in  so  solemn  an  act  there  should 
be  for  every  one,  without  exception,  the  most  complete  liberty,  would  not  omit 
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to  gather  at  the  ballot-boxes ;  and  those  who  would  not,  because  it  would  not  be 
convenient  for  their  personal  interests,  would  have  kept  aloof,  and  without  any 
power  to  oppose  the  vote  of  the  majority.  In  this  way  it  were  easy  to  conceive 
flattering  hopes  for  the  future,  because  there  came  springing  therefrom  a  political 
form  the  legitimate  expression  of  the  national  will,  the  government  which  had 
to  be  established  would  have  in  itself  all  the  moral  and  material  elements  which 
uhould  make  it  solid  and  enduring ;  counting  with  the  greatest  reliance  upon  the 
support  of  the  triple  alliance,  in  the  presence  of  whose  actuality  the  revolution- 
ary germ  from  which  so  many  and  frequent  changes  have  sprung  would  continue 
completely  destroyed,  and  the  political  regeneration  of  Mexico  would  in  brief 
time  have  been  a  fact  due  to  the  holy  and  civilizing  labor  of  western  Europe. 
Even  other  transcendent  influences  of  unquestionable  interest  would  have  yielded 
their  generous  protection  to  the  republic.  There,  where  the  Latin  race  is  con- 
stantly suffering  from  the  apprehension  of  its  absorption  by  its  neighbors  from 
the^north,  on  one  side,  and  persecution  by  the  native  races  represented  by  Jua- 
rez, on  the  other;  evils  of  great  weight  resulting  from  the  one  cause  and  the 
other;  there,  I  repeat,  if  such  political  order  were  established  as  I  have  indi- 
cated, such  appreliensions  would  disappear,  and  our  race,  strong  and  powerful 
in  that  section  of  America,  would  check  the  progress  of  ambitious  designs  which 
are  too  manifest. 

But  nothing  of  all  this,  which  was  so  anxiously  looked  for,  resulted  from  the 
ti-iple  expedition.  At  the  outset  the  authority  of  Juarez  was  recognized,  which 
in  the  eyes  of  many  ought  not  to  have  been  reputed  even  as  de  facto^  because 
that  imported  an  inclination  in  favor  of  some  ana  of  acting  with  partiality,  leav- 
ing on  foot  the  cause  of  the  civil  war.  In  the  second  place,  the  preliminaries  of 
La  Soledad  were  agreed  upon,  and  shortly  there  were  divided  opinions  between 
the  royal  commissioners,  who  were  not  of  accord  upon  the  interpretation  which 
each  sought  to  give  to  the  convention  of  London.  Moreover  the  preliminariea 
were  violated  by  the  representatives  of  France ;  the  troops  of  the  other  two  nar 
tions  re-embarked,  there  remaining  only  those  of  France  in  the  lines  of  Vera 
Cruz  and  Orizaba. 

General  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte  had  already  made  his  appearance  at  Vera 
Cruz,  under  the  especial  and  direct  protection  of  the  French  arms.  He  spoke 
of  his  mission,  and  the  Count  de  Saligny  said  in  one  of  his  diplomatic  notes 
that,  having  offered  himself  to  the  Emperor  to  carry  to  the  Mexicans  tJie  toord* 
of  peace  and  reconciliation^  his  ingress  to  the  republic  had  no  other  object.  And 
if  this  had  in  effect  been  so,  supposing  he  should  have  accomplished  nothing, 
merely  attempted  it,  it  would  have  been  entirely  honorable  to  him.  I  caus^ 
him  to  be  written  to,  in  order  that  he  might  frankly  communicate  to  me  his  ob- 
jed;  in  returning  to  the  country,  hoping  he  would  respond  to  the  confidence  I 
had  in  him  when  I  appointed  him  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Mexico  near  the 
governments  of  Spain  and  France,  in  which  function  he  continued  all  the  time 
of  my  administration,  and  of  that  of  General  Miramon;  but  his  reply  was  de- 
layed, and  having  come  nearer  to  him  to  lessen  the  distance  which  separated  us, 
I  received  his  first  letter  at  the  hacienda  of  San  Nicolas,  with  a  plan  drawn  uj 
by  him,  in  which  he  proclaimed  himself  executive  chief  of  the  nation,  and  in- 
vited me  to  give  him  the  first  greeting,  by  submitting  myself  to  him,  with  al 
the  forces  in  obedience  to  me.  I  could  not  but  be  surprised  on  learning  sucl 
pretension,  which  Almonte  did  not  even  seek  to  veil  under  any  worthy  pretext 
Perhaps  his  mental  blindness  carried  him  to  the  extreme  of  believing  that  h< 
had  nothing  to  do  to  attain  his  ends  than  to  give  orders  to  the  nation,  and  be  in 
stantly  obeyed ;  for  this  way  of  not  even  shaping  out  a  programme,  supposing 
that  shamefacedness  would  induce  him  to  dissemble  illegitimate  aspiratione 
which  he  did  not,  and  that  in  lieu  thereof  he  should  have  proceeded  to  exercis 
an  authority  which  no  one  had  given  him,  appears  to  me  so  extraordinary  j 
mode  of  preCt?nding  to  do  so,  as  to  be  senseless  on  the  part  of  any  man  bom  h 
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the  republic  and  almost  always  engaged  in  the  public  service.  I  do  not  com- 
prehend how  he  could  forget  that  such  conduct  was  precisely  the  most  apposite 
to  lower  bim  in  public  opinion  by  exposing  him  to  ridicule,  which  is  the  worst 
that  can  befal  an  ambitious  man.  Has  Almonte  already  no  recollection  that, 
presented  as  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  in  1851,  he  completely  lost  the  suf- 
frage, only  because  in  the  very  midst  of  the  elections  he  was  running  about  the 
streets,  with  others  his  familiars,  supplicating  votes  and  offering  the  different 
electoral  circles  to  accept,  without  discrimination,  their  respective  programmes 
from  the  conservative  to  the  ultra  red  ? 

Let  it  be  known  what  I  would  reply  to  his  letter.  Almonte  was  no  longer 
the  disinterested  patriot  who  was  carrying  to  the  Mexicans  words  of  peace  and 
reconciliation;  he  was  the  revolter,  the  intriguer,  who  was  about  to  fan  our  dis 
cords  to  plant  himself  in  authority  by  means  of  French  bayonets;  the  bad  citi- 
ten,  who  had  taken  up  the  nationality  to  offer  it .  to  strangers  as  merchandise 
gathered  for  sale;  and  finally,  the  denaturalized  citizen,  who  destroyed  by  his 
plot«  all  that  might  become  the  origin  of  future  good  to  the  republic.  Such  is 
the  business  of  Almonte.  If  that  is  what  he  pretends  it  to  be,  that  attained, 
God  and  man  will  take  it  to  account. 

Notwithstanding  the  profound  grief  it  will  cause  me  to  see  another  element 
of  separation  rise  amid  our  quarrels,  I  had  to  take  recourse  to  all  my  prudence 
in  arguing  with  Almonte  about  the  inconveniences  of  his  plan,  because  if  those 
who  obeyed  me  had  placed  all  their  confidence  in  me,  I  should  never  have  been 
the  person  who  would  have  abused  it  by  inducing  them  to  give  up  to  the  first 
vho  should  anxiously  desire  to  proclaim  himself  head  of  the  nation ;  besides, 
the  opinion  expressed  in  favor  of  the  plan  of  Tacubaya,  to  which  Almonte 
gave  his  adhesion,  obtaining  a  high  position  to  represent  it  in  Europe,  recog- 
nized me  as  the  legitimate  head  of  that  order  of  policy  which  emanated 
from  that  plan  and  of  that  portion  of  the  Mexican  people  which  held  me 
as  their  leader,  and  it  never  would  be  correspondent  with  my  character  to 
yield  to  an  audacious  fellow,  and  give  up  and  render  account  of  my  authority 
when  the  happy  moment  had  arrived,  so  desired  by  me,  to  regard  my  country 
as  established.  It  has  been  said  by  the  press  at  Orizaba,  through  which  Al- 
monte causes  himself  to  be  defended  at  the  cost  of  the  odious  exactions  which 
his  unhappy  neighborhood  endures,  that,  being  at  Matamoras,  an  agreement  was 
brought  about  with  the  government  of  Juarez,  when  beforehand  I  had  engaged 
to  aiisist  him  in  his  inconsiderate  undertaking.  I  say  to  that,  that  it  is  an  im- 
posture, and  that  such  an  engagement  never  had  existence  in  reference  to  me ; 
that  the  French  were  repulsed  at  Puebla  because  our  forces  would  not  assist  in 
the  attack,  is  not  a  charge  that  imports  aught  to  me  so  long  as  it  is  Almonte 
who  permits  himself  to  make  it.  He  wrote  that,  by  placing  himself  on  the  road 
to  the  capital,  stragglers  would  be  gathered  together,  counting  upon  the  triumph 
of  the  French  as  assured,  and  as  that  would  have  displeased  those  in  command 
of  the  reactionary  troops,  a  negative  answer  was  given.  What  is  there  blamea- 
We  in  all  this  ?  If  it  is  not  of  Almonte  that  France  may  with  justice  complain, 
I  do  not  comprehend  why  others  are  to  be  blamed  who  have  not  taken  the  least 
part  in  the  plots  and  manoeuvres  of  a  denationalized  man ;  that  he  has  been  per- 
fidious and  tricky  with  all  who  believed  in  him,  is  a  thing  plain  to  the  eyes  of 
the  least  intelligent.  Almonte  went  to  make  an  offer  of  his  country  and  asserted 
that  he  was  authorized  to  do  so.  Why,  in  treating  so  vital  a  matter,  was  he  not 
called  upon  for  the  powers  which  should  accredit  his  mission,  and  sure  and  un- 
qnestionable  proofs  that  the  republic  sent  to  beg  for  a  foreign  prince ;  that 
Almonte  turned  out  in  face  of  the  world  an  impostor  and  traitor ;  that  France 
changed  her  benevolent  mediation  to  become  an  invader,  purposing  to  impose 
her  despotic  will  on  a  free  people  upon  trifling  and  unreasonable  pretences ; 
that  the  opportunity  of  establishing  Mexico  is  lost  for  the  present,  thanks  to  his 
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many  and  inconceivable  basenesses,  and  that  he  has  only  been  abroad  to  provoke 
a  war  whose  horrors  and  end  it  is  not  easy  to  calculate  upon.  All  this  is 
nothing  more  than  the  logical  consequence  of  the  monstrous  blunders  which  Al- 
monte and  his  friends  endeavor  to  conceal,  in  order  to  blame  those  who,  npon 
the  honor  of  patriotic  and  worthy  men,  would  not  range  themselves  in  the  pend- 
ing treason  by  which  it  has  been  attempted  to  cast  the  sovereignty  of  Mexico 
into  an  abyss.  And  as  if  the  very  breath  of  Almonte  carries  infection  to  all 
within  its  reach,  even  General  Count  Lorencez,  in  his  report  in  detail  to  his  gov- 
ernment of  the  ill-starred  attack  of  Puebla,  affirms,  with  a  formality  which  is 
very, French,  that  I  had  engaged  to  co-operate  in  the  movement,  and  that  he 
learned  afterwards  from  General  Lopez,  who  presented  himself  at  his  camp, 
that  an  agreement  had  been  made  with  Mr.  Doblado,  minister  to  Juarez,  which 
neutralized  us.  If  the.  count,  in  place  of  listening  and  giving  credit  to  that 
General  Lopez  he  mentions,  had  waited  a  little  to  ascertain  what  sort  of  person 
he  is,  I  am  sure  he  would  have  despised  him.  Lopez  had  been  in  our  ranks, 
but  it  is  already  long  since  that  he  was  degraded  as  disobedient  and  cowardly, 
and  for  sundry  attacks  by  force  of  arms  on  estates  in  the  south  of  Puebla ;  and 
when  he  went  to  present  himself  to  Almonte,  it  had  just  been  intimated  to  him 
to  leave  our  headquarters  under  penalty  of  being  shot,  because  his  immoral  can- 
duct  had  rendered  him  inadmissible  anywhere.  This  is  Lopez,  to  whom  the 
Count  Lorencez  gave  ear,  just  as  Almonte  was  believed  by  the  Emperor  of 
France.     Need  more  be  said  in  evidence  of  the  truth  ? 

The  French  army,  repulsed  before  Puebla,  begun  its  retreat  to  Orizaba, 
without  this  being  the  cause  for  any  discouragement  or  displeasure  to  Ac 
reactionary  troops ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  to  be  seen  in  their  faces  that 
their  national  pride  was  satisfied.     At  that  time  I  was  told  that  the  ill-fated 
spirit  to  which  so  many  evils  were  owing,  Marquez  was  plotting  to  disavow 
me,  and  take  himself  off  with  the  troops.     I  believed  this  as  what  might  be 
expected  from  the  bad  man,  and  would  have  have  taken  proper  proceedings  had 
not  General  Cobos,  who  desired  much  to  favor  him,  interposed  to  such  extent 
as  to  offer  his  security  for  him.     Notice  was  also  given  me  of  some  correspond- 
ence of  Almonte  with  chiefs  of  corps,  attempting  to  seduce  them,  and  make 
them  believe  that  we  had  taken  part  with  Doblado,  or  may  be  the  government 
of  Juarez.     Marquez  was  the  instrument,  and  certainly  none  could  be  better 
chosen ;  for,  what  with  finding  himself  encouraged  in  his  brute  instincts,  of  what 
consequence  to  him  was  the  nationality  of  Mexico  ?     He  would  just  as  soon 
give  it  to  that  noble  person  the  Archduke  Maximilian,  or  to  Chiavone,  the  noto- 
rious Neapolitan  bandit.     In  a  few  days  the  result  of  most  horrible  treachery 
was  looked  for.     Marquez  disappears ;  and,  deceiving  the  chiefs  of  cavalry 
posted  at  Tatetla  and  Atlixco,  marches  with  them  towards  Orizaba,  marking  his 
road,  as  usual,  by  the  most  shocking  excesses.     General  Cobos  was  not  com- 
petent to  hinder  what  he  did  not  choose  to  believe  would  happen,  trusting  in 
the  most  earnest  promises  of  Marquez.     He  was  deeply  grieved,  and  even  came 
to  entertain  the  illusion  that,  by  speaking  in  person  with  Almonte,  he  would 
obtain  the  adoption  of  another  course  in  a  national  sense,  and  that  Mexican 
troops  should  not  fight  side  by  side  with  the  French.    Illusion !     I  believe  such 
another  never  existed.     Almonte  cherished  the  ambition  to  attack  the  authority 
in  order  to  deliver  it  over  to  a  foreigner,  and  whilst  the  French  would  aid  him, 
he  would  not  be  stayed  before  the  corpses  of  his  countrymen  sacrificed  to  his 
perverse  views.     Later  facts  have  proven  that  I  was  not  mistaken.     There  they 
are  in  his  proclamation  upon  the  disaster  at  Borrego ;   his  savage  satisfaction ; 
his  insensate  rapture  over  the  death  of  four  hundred  Mexicans.     This  document 
is  the  most  exact  photograph  of  the  man  from  the  man  himself.     It  is  useless  to 
pause  in  demonstration  of  a  crime  so  expressly  confessed  by  the  guilty  with  a 
boastfulness  which  produces  horror. 

As  for  myself,  after  the  event  which  carried  over  to  the  ranks  of  treason  the 
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troopfl  which,  until  then,  had  followed  one  political  standard,  what  was  best 
adapted  and  at  the  moment  suggested  itself,  was  to  separate  myself  entirely 
finom  the  internal  question,  making,  in  presence  of  my  couutry,  invaded  and 
threatened,  a  sincere  withdrawal  of  my  principles  and  engagements  as  leader  of 
a  party,  that  I  might  resume  all  my  freedom  of  action  as  citizen  and  soldier  of 
the  republic ;  and  as  patriotism  required  the  sacrifice,  it  was  made  under  the 
most  thorough  conviction,  with  all  the  force  of  will  of  which  I  am  capable.     I 
have  perceived  very  well  that  this  example  of  abnegation  has  not  been  under- 
stood by  Almonte,  whose  anger  has  followed  me  even  abroad,  moulded,  I  sup- 
pose, with  deceit  and  treachery ;  but  this  justifies  in  place  of  prejudicing  me. 
He  can  poorly  estimate  a  worthy  action  who  is  renegade  from  the  country 
which  gave  him  birth,  bringing  to  it  in*  recompense  of  its  benefits  to  him  the 
horrors  of  a  foreign  war.     If  this  well  corresponds  with  the  propensities  of  his 
iU^timate  origin ;  if,  to  realize  his  eternal  dream  of  power,  he  does  not  hesitate 
on  the  path  drenched  with  the  blood  of  his  countrymen  immolated*  to  liis  igno- 
ble ambition ;  if  his  footstep  is  not  hindered  by  the  burnings  and  brutal  excesses 
which  the  zouaves  leave  behind  them ;  if  his  plan  of  expedients  consists  in  the 
Ibnn  of  paper,  and  his  employtis  are  to  make  levies ;  if,  finally,  his  colaborers 
ire  to  be  of  the  type  of  Marquez,  Castellanos,  and  Lopez,  the  general  quoted  in 
hia  report  by  Count  Lorencez,  great  and  beautiful  is  the  fate  which  awaits  him ; 
may  it  rest  with  him  unenvied  by  any ;  may  he  enjoy  it  through  a  time  ac- 
cursed, if,  destitute  of  human  affections,  he  can  smother  in  the  depths  of  his 
degraded  spirit  the  incessant  and  frightful  cries  of  remorse.     Having  taken  my 
resolution  to  retire,  as  I  have  said,  that  I  might  not  be  a  hindrance  to  the 
Bational  defence,  characterized  as  the  French  invasion  already  was,  I  came  to 
Vera  Cruz  to  embark,  passing  by  Orizaba,  where  I  only  stopped  a  few  hours, 
without  troubhng  myself  at  all  about  seeing  the  traitor.     He  has  said,  and  his 
newspaper  has  repeated,  that  he  issued  a  passport  to  me,  and  caused  me  to  be 
aeorted.    The  one  and  the  other  is  false.    It  is  true  I  took  an  escort  of  cavalry 
from  Greneral  Cobos,  of  chosen  and  trustworthy  men,  less  on  account  of  the 
perils  of  the  road  than  to  move  protected  against  attack  from  Marquez,  who 
set  oat  at  the  same  time  that  I  did.     I  cannot  close  my  manifesto  without 
the  tribute  of  my  just  homage  of  gratitude  to  Generals  Andrade,  Benavidez, 
lieeaga,  Acebal,  and  Herron,  and  Colonels  G^you  and  Mendez,  and  other 
chiefs  with  whose  worthy  conduct,  at  all  times  they  were  under  my  orders,  1 
am  most  highly  gratified.     It  is  plaia  to  me  that  their  commitment  of  opinion 
in  no  manner  touches  the  war  of  invasion,  because  upon  this  they  individually 
made  me  a  respectM  explanation,  that  I  might  leave  them  fully  at  liberty  to 
do  what  duty  and  patriotism  might  dictate.   I  say  also  as  much  of  my  numerous 
friends  in  Mexico,  Puebla,  Queretaro,  Guadalajara,  and  other  towns  which  were 
£ivorable  to  me.     May  every  one  do  all  that  he  can  in  defence  of  his  country 
and  domestic  hearth,  setting  aside  family  jars,  until  the  common  enemy  leaves 
our  soil  freed  from  him.     Let  all  hiasten  to  the  contest ;  for  if  towns  are  lost, 
there  are  defiles,  wild  mountains,  ravines,  and  extensive  wildernesses,  which, 
twDsformed  into  vast  encampments,  will  become  a  very  secure  refuge  to  our 
Bationality,  and  a  challenge  to  the  death,  reminding  the  invader  that  the  longer 
the  struggle  is  prolonged  the  more  sure  will  be  the  triumph. 

To  arms,  all !  To  arms,  Mexicans  of  every  party !  Gather  around  our  ban- 
ner, and  war  without  ceasing  or  quarter  to  the  hated  invaders  until  expelled 
from  our  soil !  Hasten  forward,  and  hold  faith  in  justice  and  in  right,  proving 
once  more  to  the  world,  which  is  looking  upon  you  in  this  heroic  struggle  of  the 
weak  against  the  strong,  that  there  is  not,  nor  ever  will  be,  a  soldier  of  the 
Crimea,  or  of  Solferino,  more  brave  than  one  of  Palo  Alto,  La  Resaca,  La 
Angostura,  and  Churubusco.  They  were  Frenchmen  who,  under  Count  Rous- 
set-Boulbon,  invaded  the  territory  of  Guaymas ;  and  they  were  Mexicans  who 
made  them  pay  with  their  lives  for  their  rash  attempt.     Courage !  fear  not  the 
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number  if  they  are  many.  Many,  also,  are  our  valleys  in  v^hich  to  provide 
them  with  graves.  To  arms !  in  the  name  of  our  martyrs  of  Hidalgo  and 
Iturbide,  of  Frontera,  Leon,  Penuiiurie,  Xicotencal,  and  the  many  heroes  im- 
mortal in  our  history.  Let  the  last  sigh  be  for  our  country ;  the  last  curse  upon 
the  traitor. 

FELIX  ZULOAGA. 
Havana,  August  1,  1862. 


No.  2. 

[Translation.  —Extracts  ] 

Jose  Mania  Cobos,  brigadier  general  of  the  Mexican  armyj  txt  the  nation. 


Flying  from  Iguala,  the  enemy  took  a  position  at  the  little  town  of  Teloloapan, 
situated  on  a  very  advantageous  eminence.  Thither  I  went  to  attack  him, 
taking  with  me,  in  addition  to  my  own,  all  the  forces  of  Senor  Marquez,  who, 
likewise,  subsequently  arrived  at  the  theatre  of  my  operations.  Recognized  by 
me  as  my  superior  officer,  a  consideration  which  never  allowed  me  to  withhold 
the  command  from  him,  even  though  I  was  intimately  convinced  that  his  inter- 
ference in  anything  whatever  was  sufficient  to  produce  the  most  disadvantageous 
results.  We  skirmished  along  the  enemy's  front  as  much  as  the  number  of  our 
forces  and  the  scarcity  of  our  anmiunition  permitted,  when  the  troops  that  left 
Mexicp  and  Toluca  in  pursuit  of  Serior  Marquez  suddenly  presented  themselves 
to  the  relief  of  the  besieged.  Prudence  counselled  us  to  retreat,  on  account  of 
our  inferiority,  as,  in  fact,  we  did  retreat  in  excellent  order.  But  before  doing 
so,  and  when  our  retreat  had  been  already  resolved  upon  and  approved,  Sefior 
Marquez,  for  reasons  which  he  alone  understands,  sent  an  extraordinary  official 
despatch  to  Iguala  to  General  Zuloaga,  notifying  him  that  he  had  forced  all  the 
enemy's  positions  and  gained  a  complete  victory,  and  mentioning  heroic  actions 
which  never  occurred.  This  new  kind  of  official  communication  was  received 
with  enthusiasm  and  manifestations  of  festivity  at  Iguala ;  but  on  the  third  day 
we  all  arrived  to  prove  the  uncertainty  of  all  this,  and  to  show  that  the  despatch 
was  merely  a  supposition.  Now,  I  record  this  strange  occurrence,  and  I  believe 
I  relate  it  right,  it  being  sufficient  to  add,  to  give  a  point  to  the  narrative  of  this 
ill-conceived  trick,  that  the  shame  pictured  on  every  countenance,  on  account  of 
the  ridicule  to  which  this  false  despatch  of  the  general-in-chief  would  condemn 
us,  was  the  immediate  effect  of  this  singular  event.  Se&or  Zuloaga,  who,  two 
days  before,  had  received  the  official  compliments  due  to  such  an  auspiciouB 
(supposed)  victory,  could  do  no  less,  considering  his  characteristic  prudence, 
than  subject  Seiior  Marquez  to  a  severe  interrogatory,  in  the  sequel  signing  the 
order  for  his  deposition  from  the  command,  which,  notwithstanding  my  engage- 
ments in  favor  of  a  person  for  whom  I  have  professed  the  sincerest  friendship,  I 
could  not  hinder,  as  well  because  it  could  not  be  tolerated  that  the  supreme  au- 
thority should  be  turned  into  ridicule,  as  also  because  there  was  no  other  means 
of  quieting  the  clamors  of  the  army,  which  received  with  applause  the  energetic 
resolution  of  Senor  Zuloaga. 

It  was  in  consequence  of  these  measures,  very  painful  to  me,  that  I  received 
the  command  of  the  army,  in  pursuance  of  superior  orders,  and  in  this  capacity, 
which  I  refused  as  long  as  possible  to  assume,  I  immediately  took  up  my  line 
of  march  towards  San  Gabriel,  whence,  by  forced  marches  to  avoid  all  encounters 
on  account  of  the  bad  condition  of  the  troops,  I  proceeded  to  the  town  of  Chietla, 
receiving  on  the  way  Generals  Montano  and  Acebal  with  their  respective  forces, 
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and  some  artillery,  which  proved  a  very  opportune  assistance,  on  account  of  the 
almofit  total  want  of  it  which  I  had  suffered  since  my  retreat  from  Teloloapan. 

I  have  sought  to  enter  into  all  these  details  to  show  by  what  circumstances  it 
happened  that  the  army  under  the  conmiand  of  General  Marquez  was  transferred 
to  me,  and  that  gentleman  relieved  from  duty.  I  should  remark  that  since  the 
loss  of  700  in  the  surprise  in  the  mountain  of  Huisquilucan,  the  events  of  the 
siege  of  Teloloapan,  and  the  forced  marches  to  Chietla,  of  the  forces  taken  by 
Senor  Marquez  to  Iguala,  scarcely  had  I  the  small  number  of  600  men,  all  cav- 
ilry,  badly  armed,  and  worse  mounted. 

At  the  hacienda  of  San  Nicolas,  on  the  road  to  Chietla,  Senores  Zuloaga  and 
Marquez  received,  by  way  of  the  capital,  letters  from  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte, 
inviting  them  to  give  up  the  plan  of  Tacubaya,  which  they  had  hitherto  de- 
fended, and  to  proclaim  that  which  he  sent  annexed,  which,  without  containing 
any  political  idea  or  provision  for  the  republic,  consisted  merely  in  recognizing 
bim  as  the  supreme  chief  of  the  nation,  which  title  he  resolved  to  assume  at  all  • 
events,  doubtless  despairing  of  being  proclaimed  such  by  any  one.  I  under- 
stand that  those  gentlemen  did  not  commit  themselves  to  anything,  and  of  Senor 
Zuloaga  I  can  affirm  that  he  refused  with  dignity.  As  to  myself,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  confess  that  I  was  indignant  at  so  much  audacity  in  pretending  to  the 
chief  magistracy  without  any  other  merit  than  that  of  having  come  from  abroad 
ander  the  protection  of  foreign  bayonets,  and  this,  too,  as  if  we  were  a  flock 
of  sheep,  driven  at  the  pleasure  of  their  keeper.  Such,  indeed,  is  the  strange 
ambition  of  Almonte,  who  has  so  easily  forgotten  that  in  the  republic  those 
only  are^promoted  to  the  high  posts  of  the  state  who  are  the  choice  of  the  people, 
or  who,  by  the  prestige  of  valor,  have  acquired  popularity  in  the  army  and  the 
nation,  and  whom  fortune  has  favored  through  all  the  chances  of  war ;  and  in 
neither  of  these  classes  can  we  find  the  hitherto  unknown  name  of  Almonte. 

Meanwhile  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte  continued  writing  to  Senors  Zuloaga  and 
liarquez,  and  it  is  even  known,  unofficially,  that  he  was  about  to  send  an  agent 
to  give  the  requisite  explanations,  but  this  was  not  carried  into  effect ;  and  at 
this  conjuncture  we  heard  the  news  that  the  French  army  had  forced  the  pass 
of  the  heights  of  Acultzingo.  This  announcement  was  received  with  visible 
marks  of  gorrow  by  the  reactionary  army.  I  experienced  the  same  feelings ;  I 
say  it  frankly ;  and  if  there  was  any  one  that  rejoiced  at  it,  he  must  have  given 
way  to  his  unpatriotic  joy  in  the  secret  recesses  of  his  habitation,  afraid  to  do 
BO  in  public.  At  the  sight  of  this  manifestation  of  pure  patriotism  I  could  not 
bat  praise  it.  I  shared  in  the  opinion  that  the  French  nad  been  unfaithfril  to 
their  agreements  at  La  Soledaa,  and,  among  soldiers,  to  bo  faithless  in  one's 
treaty  engagements  is  to  deflect  from  the  laws  of  honor  and  incur  disgrace.  I 
allude  to  the  fact  that  the  French  did  not  turn  to  Paso  Ancho  in  repassing  the 
positions  of  Chiquihuite,  which  they  ought  to  have  left  free,  according  to  the 
anrangement  of  La  Soledad,  as,  otherwise,  no  negotiation  could  be  had,  as  even- 
tually happened.  All  this  was  received  with  much  displeasure  in  the  reac- 
tiooary  army.  Comments  were  naturally  made  on  it,  and  we  commenced  to 
tbink  what  might  be  expected  in  the  future  from  men  so  regardless  of  their 
promises. 

There  is  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte,  said  some ;  what  does  he  in  the  enemy's 
camp,  when  he  should  better  be  here  ?  At  the  invitation  of  Senor  Zuloaga,  I 
manifested  to  him,  as  the  general  sentiment,  the  desire  of  giving  an  evident 
proof  of  the  falsity  of  the  charge  that  we  were  betraying  the  country  to  the 
Austrian  Archduke  Maximilian,  because,  said  many,  if  they  attempt  to  impose 
a  foreign  yoke  on  the  coimtry,  we  will  oppose  it  to  the  last  drop  of  our  blood. 
A  proclamation  was  received  from  Almonte,  made  at  Cordova,  which  quieted 
their  minds^  because  it  contained  the  announcement  that  the  French  troops  came 
on  a  mission  of  benevolence  to  the  republic ;  to  protect  the  freedom  of  suffrage, 
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and  asBist  all  to  establish  a  government  which  should  be  the  legitimate  expres- 
sion of  the  Mexican  people.  But  between  this  and  what  we  have  since  seen, 
with  fear,  there  is  a  great  distance.  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte  had  a  document 
forged  at  Cordova,  with  signatures  afterwards  denied  by  those  whose  they  pre- 
tended to  be,  and  proclaimed  himself  "  supreme  chief  of  the  nation."  Impu- 
dence unparalleled !  We  have  seen  manv  absurd  things  in  the  various  revolu- 
tions of  the  republic,  but  such  a  stupendous  absurdity  as  this  was  reserved  to 
Don  Juan  N.  Almonte  !  But  let  us  blame  for  this  the  weakness  of  humanity,  — 
and  proceed.  _^ 

The  French  army  appeared  before  Puebla  and  prepared  to  attack  its  ad- 
vanced posts,  Loreto  and  Guadalupe.     In  Almonte's  opinion,  there  was  no  doubt    - 
of  the  issue,  and  he  wrote  to  Senor  Marquez  and  myself  to  place  ourselves, 
with  the  Mexican  reactionary  forces,  on  the  road  to  the  capital  of  Mexico,  U>    ___ 
take  up  the  duperted  and  complete  the  triumph  of  Hie  French^  which  he  thought    — 
secure.     All  these  communications,  although  not  public,  were  not  kept  so  secret 
as  to  prevent  them  from  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  chiefs,  and  even  of  the  subaltern    — 
officers,  since,  in  such  cases,  all  are  on  the  qui  vice  for  what  is  going  on.     So  as    _— 
soon  as  the  call  to  take  up  the  dispersed  was  known  through  the  army,  it  waa    — 

immediately  adjudged  an  insult  by  all.     We  have  combatted  on  many  occasions, 

most  frequently  under  disadvantage,  and  though  little  favored  by  fortune  we    — 
have  never  failed  to  act  with  honor.     Let  Almonte  understand  it  well.     Never 
has  the  sad  case  happened  among  us  of  having,  in  evil  hour,  contributed  to  for- 
eign triumphs,  since  we  have,  when  necessary,  mutually  protected  each  other, 
and  shared  in  common  in  the  perils  of  our  country.  

The  worst  impression  that  might  be  caused  by  the  disgraceful  conduct  of 
Almonte  very  soon  presented  itself  to  the  notice  of  Senor  Zuloaga,  who  pru- 
dently informed  him  of  the  unsuitableness  of  his  scheme,  and  insisted  that  a    ___ 

political  programme  should  be  immediately  formed,  on  a  conservative  basis,  with-    

out  any  mixture  of  foreign  monarchy,  which  nobody  desired  ;  that  this  idea  of 

a  monarchy  should  be  repudiated  by  a  manifesto,  giving  the  republic  all  neces- 

sary  securities  that  France  has  no  interested  motives ;  that  all  this  must  neces- 
sarily be  done  immediately,  in  order  that  the  army  of  reaction,  on  the  sight  of 
this  programme,  might  decide  to  sustain  it  if  it  were  suitable,  as  likewise  the 
party  which  it  represented  in  the  contest,  and  which,  for  want  of  frank  and  up- 
right explanations,  held  aloof  and  entertained  fears,  in  which  the  army  shared. 
Almonte  made  no  reply  to  this  just  and  patriotic  demand. 

The  French  undertook  their  operations  against  Puebla,  and  were  repulsed  at 
the  fortified  Cerro  de  Guadalupe,  suffering  considerable  loss  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  prisoners.  Their  commander-in-chief  did  not  try  a  new  assault ;  returned 
with  all  his  forces  towards  Amozoc,  remained  there  two  days,  and  then  continued 
his  countermarch  to  Orizaba. 

Whilst  all  this  was  going  on,  invitations    Fere  received  at  our  headquarters 
from  Don  Manuel  Doblado,  minister  of  Juarez,  for  us  to  take  part  in  the  com- 
mon defence.     The  first  person  addressed  on  this  point  was  General  Don  Iieo' 
nardo  Marquez,  who  was  under  the  necessity  of  showing  to  Senor  Zuloaga  and 
myself  the  letter  received,  which,  as  far  as  I  remember,  referred  to  a  certain 
conference  which  Senor  Marquez  had  solicited  some  months  previous,  when  he 
was  governor  of  Guanajuato  and  not  yet  minister.     Before  we  gave  any  opinion, 
Senor  Marquez  said  that  it  would  be  well  to  accept  so  favorable  an  occasion  to 
gain  time  and  fortify  ourselves  more,  so  that  in  case  of  propositions  being  offered 
we  should  be  the  party  to  impose  the  conditions.     He  replied,  and  showed  ns- 
his  answer,  in  which  he  said,  that  separated  from  the  command  as  he  was,  h^ 
could  reply  but  for  himself  alone  to  the  invitation  given  him,  offering  to  SeSox- 
Doblado  every  security  if  he  would  come  to  our  headqu»'^'*'*°  *^  «TM>ak  with  m&» 
and  that  he  would  gladly  co-operate  in  anything  that  Se  unio"ix 

of  Mexicans,  &c.,  &c.     The  consequence  of  this  waj  ight  o^ 
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to  Tatetla,  and  we  were  prepared  to  receive  him  in  a  becoming  manner. 
5  was  not  put  into  effect,  Seiior  Doblado  writing  to  me  with  the  view  of 
an  armistice  between  both  parties ;  that  Ath'xco  should  be  declared  a 
point,  and  that  we  should  meet  there  to  confer.  This  letter  was  delivered 
nrhilst  confined  to  bed  with  serious  illness,  in  the  presence  of  Senor 
i,  Senor  Marquez,  and  other  friends,  who,  after  long  discussion  as  to  the 
to  be  given,  finally  decided  in  favor  of  the  opinion  of  Senor  Marquez. 
r  was  rendered  to  the  effect  that  Senor  Doblado  might  come  to  our  head- 
s  whenever  he  pleased,  with  all  the  security  that  General  Marquez  had 
>re  offered  him  in  all  sincerity ;  that  a  most  ample  safe-conduct  should 
him,*  and  that  with  respect  to  the  armistice,  it  was  not  thought  con- 
to  proclaim  it  until  a  personal  interview  was  had  for  a  better  under- 
g.  This  is  the  substance  of  my  letter,  and  the  opinion  of  Senor  Mar- 
rhich  being  approved  by  all,  I  could  do  no  more  than  adhere  to  it  like- 

tly  after  the  repulse  of  the  French  from  Guadalupe  an  agent  was  an- 
i  to  me  from  Senor  Doblado,  of  which  circumstance  I  immediately  gave 
o  Senores  Zuloaga  and  Marquez,  and  with  their  consent,  Senores  Aram- 
id  Alfaro  being  introduced,  placed  in  my  hands  their  credentials  and  the 
;ions  by  which  they  were  to  be  guided.  We  exchanged  but  very  few 
since  for  my  part  I  have  never  sought  to  proceed  myself  in  an  affair  so 
S  unless  with  the  approbation  of  the  other  gentlemen.  I  went  imme- 
to  the  house  of  General  Zuloaga,  taking  with  me  Senor  Marquez,  whom 
►n  the  way.  There  we  read  the  documents  brought  by  the  agents,  and 
,  night  all  was  limited  to  conversations,  more  or  less  friendly,  in  which 
tfarquez  took  the  lead,  as  a  man  suited  to  such  affairs ;  but  I,  accustomed 
rith  firmness  and  to  proceed  on  the  straight  road  in  all  things,  confess 
»8e  scenes  were  disagreable  to  me ;  that  I  then  drew  up  a  document  forced 
e,  and  all  through  condescension  for  the  wishes  of  Sefior  Marquez,  who 
Y  step  inculcated  to  me  the  necessity  of  gaining  time, 

•  ••••••• 

T  Doblado's  agents  withdrew  on  the  following  day,  and  Senor  Marquez, 
ill,  showed  himself  much  gratified  with  the  manner  in  which,  in  his  idea, 
succeeded  in  meeting  the  bad  faith,  which  in  Doblado  is  proverbial  and 
)rite  resource ;  because,  be  it  said  in  passing,  none  of  us  could  repose 
Qce  in  a  man  who  had  treacherously  sent  to  the  scaffold  many  of  our 
lions,  who  had  been  unfortunate  enough  to  trust  in  his  deceitful  amnesties, 
3t  recent  example  of  which,  and  the  most  horrible,  was  the  murder  at 
icomula  of  the  disappointed  yet  illustrious  General  Robles  Pezuela,  whom 

0  had  a  short  time  before  led  to  believe  that  they  sympathized  in  their 

French  pursued  their  retrograde  march,  and  nothing  was  known  of  Senor 
te,  except  one  circumstance,  which  I  will  mention  hereafter,  and  which  is 

1  only  because  I  have  autograph  proofs  of  it  in  my  possession.  The 
t  at  Guadalupe  caused  no  regret  at  our  headquarters ;  on  the  contrary, 
lanifested  the  gratification  inspired  by  national  pride,  and  this  met  with 
ike  from  those  in  command.  1  have  understood  even  that  in  Chietla,  at 
ing  of  officers,  toasts  were  offered  for  the  valor  of  the  Mexicans  against 
ly  which  aspires  to  supremacy  in  war,  and  whose  hosts,  which  show  on 
reasts  the  glories  of  Magenta  and  Solferipo,  were  repulsed  and  obliged  to 

in  disorder  34  leagues.  And  how  could  I  not  likewise  feel  proud  of  a 
which  appertained  to  the  nation  and  not  to  any  of  its  parties  ?  I  repeat 
^oiced  at  all. this,  and  I  was  glad  to  see  the  same  spirit  in  my  noble  com- 

IB. 

oiliig  document  wai}  drawn  up  and  written  by  Sefior  Marques. 
r.  Doc.  54 12 
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All  at  once  it  was  reported  around  that  there  were  some  persons  interested  in 
re-establishing  General  Marquez  in  the  command,  and  it  was  even  asserted  that 
that  gentleman  intrigued  for  that  purpose  by  means  of  agents  commissioned  to 
gain  him  adherents.  I  could  not  believe  it;  yet  it  was  unfortunately  a  fact ;  I  say 
unfortunately,  because  it  was  unnecessary  for  that  gentleman  to  aspire  to  the 
coipmand  by  such  unworthy  means ;  I  would  have  offered  it  to  him  in  good 
faith,  and  would  not  have  refused  to  obey  him ;  but  he  excused  himself  on  ac- 
count of  the  well-known  state  of  feeling  towards  him.  Seeing  that  Almonte 
did  not  reply  to  the  proposals  of  General  Zuloaga,  it  was  agreed  to  send  him 
commissioners  on  our  part,  naming,  in  fact,  two  persons  of  credit.  We  were 
occupied  with  this  when  some  officers  gave  information  of  letters  written  to 
them  directly  by  Almonte,  and  inciting  them  to  rebellion  against  their  legitimate 
superiors,  whom  he  charged  with  being  in  treaty  with  Don  Manuel  Doblado,  a 
thing  worse  in  his  estimation  than  serving  as  the  instrument  of  foreign  influence 
in  betraying  the  liberties  of  his  country  to  an  Austrian  archduke.  A  man  must 
be  very  stupid  or  very  wicked  to  impute  to  others  the  dark  stam  which  he  bears 
himself,  who,  like  Almonte,  sells  his  country ;  and  I  seek  to  say  no  more  of 

him  against  whom  the  world  has  fulminated  its  most  terrible  ^sentence 

Almonte,  moreover,  ordered  those  officers  to  obey  General  Marquez  in  every- 
thing, whom  he  had  named  to  command  the  army,  and  that  gentleman  came 
shortly  after  in  indignation  to  show  me  this  nomination,  judging  this  act  as  im- 
proper as  it  was  ridiculous,  to  think  (such  were  his  words)  that  a  man  of  no 
consequence,  without  lawful  title,  should  come  here  to  issue  orders  to  those  " 
whom  he  should  obey,  &c.,  &c.  This  inspired  me  with  confidence,  even  if  I 
could  have  mistrusted  Seiior  Marquez  on  account  of  the  information  given  to  me 
that  he  was  plotting  something,  and  I  communicated  it  with  satisfaction  to  Gen- 
eral Zuloaga,  to  whom  likewise  certain  troubles  had  been  denounced  as  the  work 
of  the  agents  of  Senor  Marquez,  of  which  I  take  no  further  notice,  as  they  con- 
cern persons  of  worthless  character.  Insidious  letters  continued  to  be  received 
from  Almonte.  I  cannot  understand  how  a  man,  who  had  attained  the  highest 
position  in  the  army,  though  without  serving  in  it,  could  lend  his  aid  in  corrupt- 
ing without  shame  the  morale  and  the  discipline  of  the  subalterns.  This,  and 
the  fact  of  his  not  having  replied  to  the  programme  and  other  demands  ^  Senor 
Zuloaga,  interested  as  all  others  in  bringing  the  affair  to  a  fair  conclusion,  with- 
out compromising  the  national  honor;  all  this,  I  repeat,  caused  me  to  entertain 
suspicions,  since,  as  far  as  I  had  hitherto  heard  about  monarchy  and  the  Austrian 
archduke,  I  believed,  as  did  all,  that  it  was  a  partisan  charge  manufactured  to 
excite  the  popular  mind  against  Almonte. 

In  this  state  of  things  General  Marquez  disappeared,  and  I  was  shortly  after- 
wards informed  that,  in  passing  through  Tatetla  and  Atlixco,  he  had  taken  the 
force  of  cavalry  stationed  there,  an  adjutant  of  mine,  previously  bribed,  giving 
them  orders  to  obey  the  conunands  of  General  Marquez.  The  esteem  in  which 
I  always  held  that  gentleman  was  not  to  be  destroyed  all  at  once.  I  abstained 
from  any  sudden  change  of  disposition,  limiting  myself  to  sending  to  the  officer 
in  command  at  Atlixco  an  adjutant,  whom  Seiior  Marquez  caused  to  be  impris- 
oned, but  soon  released,  and  sent  back  with  a  letter  for  me,  which  I  will  insert  at 
the  end  of  this  manifesto.  The  night  before  these  events  Seiior  Marquez  visited 
General  Zuloaga,  and  manifested  his  desire  to  increase  the  commission  sent  to 
Almonte,  and  his  request  being  granted,  he  added  an  extraordinary  commissioner 
to  the  other  gentlemen,  and  orders  were  sent  to  them  to  await  his  arrival,  so  that 
all  might  act  together,  and  a  strong  escort  was  given  to  this  extraordiiiaiy  com- 
missioner, since  he  was  to  set  out  on  the  very  day  of  the  general's  unexpected 
disappearance. 

Without  loss  of  time,  and  as  if  afraid  lest  the  trick  by  which  he  had  gained 
the  cavalry,  should  he  quickly  discovered,  Seiior  Marquez  did  not  delay  in  At- 
lixco, but  marched  inmiediately  to  find  Almonte,  of  whom  a  short  time  before  he 
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had  spoken  in  the  most  offensive  terms ;  overtook  the  commissioners  of  SeSor 
Znloagpa,  who  awaited  him  as  he  had  ordered  beforehand ;  treated  with  harshness 
one  of  them,  against  whom  he  had  some  old  resentment ;  took  away  their  escort; 
and  placed  them  in  a  condition  of  impoBsibility  to  fulfil  their  commission.  So 
then,  Senor  Marquez,  without  examining  the  propositions  of  Almonte,  without 
any  conditions  that  might  at  least  save  his  name  before  the  nation,  and  totally 
regardless  of  the  honor  of  his  country,  ran  away  like  a  fngitive  to  place  himself 
by  the  side  of  the  French  repulsed  at  Puebla,  taking  off  by  fraud  two  brigades 
of  cavalry,  whose  formation  owed  nothing  to  him. 

But  Borne  bodies  of  cavalry,  which  Senor  Marquez  had  failed  to  deceive,  re- 
mained faithful  to  me,  as  did  all  the  infantry,  artillery,  and  trains  quartered  in 
Chietla.  I  betook  myself  to  think,  as  this  thing  could  not  be  remedied,  what  it 
would  be  prudent  to  do,  the  enemy  in  Puebla  being  so  much  superior  in  number, 
and  it  rarely  happening  that  an  act  like  this  desertion  of  Senor  Marquez  fails 
to  have  a  bad  effect  among  the  troops.  Perceiving  in  the  division  of  infantry 
certain  very  significant  symptoms,  as  many  of  the  officers  permitted  themselves 
to  be  induced  by  the  disgraceful  offers  of  Almonte,  I  immediately  took  the  reso- 
lution, which  was  approved  by  General  Zuloaga,  to  march  to  wherever  I  could  find 
him,  (Almonte,)  as  I  yet  entertained  the  hope  that,  after  we  had  conversed  frankly 
and  honestly  on  the  state  of  affairs,  and  in  particular  of  the  interests  of  the 
country,  we  might  obtain  the  programme  which  we  had  sought,  and  the  Mexican 
forces  might  operate  apart  from  the  French,  who  could  not  be  admitted  in  any 
other  character  than  that  of  auxiliaries  and  never  as  rulers.  We  arrived  at  Ori- 
zaba eight  days  after  Senor  Marquez ;  but  before  this  I  learned  on  the  way  that, 
annexed  to  the  nomination  of  that  officer  by  Almonte,  there  was  an  order  that 
Senor  Zuloaga  and  I  should  be  shot.  I  leave  to  public  opinion  to  pass  its  judg- 
ment on  such  a  proceeding  on  the  part  of  a  man  who  aspired  to  command  our 
troops,  without  having  ever  given  us  the  least  assistance,  since  the  report  of  his 
having  supplied  arms  and  copious  resources  proved  to  be  an  atrocious  falsehood. 
What  authority  did  Almonte  suppose  himself  to  have  over  a  body  of  troops 
which  others  had  formed  at  the  cost  of  much  labor]  What  crime  was  it  in  me 
to  refu.'^e  obedience  to  his  capricious  pleasure,  when  I  had  received  nothing  from 
him  and  was  indebted  to  him  for  no  assistance  in  my  struggle  against  Juarez, 
and  when  there  never  was  any  understanding  between  us]  I  can  understand 
nothing  in  all  these  absurdities  but  the  ill-humor  of  Almonte  in  seeing  himself 
shown  in  his  true  colors  before  the  Emperor  Napoleon  and  his  expeditionary 
forces,  after  havuig  assured  the  former  of  the  easy  conquest  of  the  republic,  and 
the  latter  that  they  would  march,  without  danger,  over  a  path  of  flowers,  to  the 
capital.  How  ridiculous !  There  are  things  that  for  their  enormity  alone  are 
believed,  since  they  are  so  palpaple  and  so  glaring  as  to  banish  all  doubt.  And 
this  happened  to  me  in  the  case  of  Almonte,  to  whom  I  did  the  honor  of  con- 
sidering him  incapable  of  an  ignominious  action;  yet  all  have  seen  him  return- 
ing to  his  country  under  the  folds  of  the  French  banner,  and  hiding  his  ignoble 
views.  Who  is  it  whom  he  comes  to  announce  as  the  alleviator  of  his  country's 
woes !  Such  is  the  question  the  Mexicans  anxiously  ask  of  him,  and  he  re- 
plies, an  Austrian  archduke !  But  until  he  comes,  receive  me  for  your  supreme 
chief,  unless  you  wish  to  be  exiled  for  disobedience,  or  sacrificed  on  the  scaffold 
if  you  oppose  my  will. 

A  fine  way,  undoubtedly,  of  preparing  a  complete  change  in  the  political 
^tate  of  a  people  who,  notwithstanding  their  disturbances,  have  never  alienated 
their  rights  to  any  one !  Grand  conquest  this,  which  Almonte  has  tried !  Hu- 
manity has  seen  with  horror  Count  Julian  opening  the  gates  of  his  country  to« 
iU  ferocious  enemies,  who  would  lacerate  its  bosom;  and  Count  Julian  was 
iffged  by  revenge.  But  Almonte — Almonte  who  sells  his  country  to  the  for- 
eigner ;  who  makes  its  flag  an  object  of  ridicule ;  who  proclaims-  the  valor  of  its 
invaders,  and  applauds  them  when  they  cut  down  his  countrymen  whose  bloody 
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sacrifice  he  defames  ;•  Almonte,  I  repeat,  what  revenge  can  he  harbor  against 
the  generous  soil  that  gave  him  birth  and  loaded  him  with  its  favors  from  his 
early  orphanage?  Oh!  this  is  incomprehensible;  it  is  more,  it  is  horrible. 
Imagination  cannot  find  words  to  qualify  such  iniquity,  nor  to  describe  the  man 
who  loosely  takes  the  name  of  his  coimtry  to  carry  it,  like  some  vile  merchan- 
dise, from  door  to  door,  offering  it  to  the  cupidity  of  foreign  prince?.  And  if 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  can  believe  him  and  accept  his  disloyalty  in  the  advance- 
ment of  interests  from  which  he  (Almonte)  will  undoubtedly  be  hereafter  ex- 
cluded, as  incompatible  on  account  of  his  race  and  his  black  crime ;  the  Em- 
peror, I  repeat,  has  already  seen  the  veil  withdrawn  in  the  events  that  have 
occurred  since  the  discmbaikation  of  his  troops  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  especially 
since  his  repulse  at  Puebla  to  the  present  date.  Wounded  pride  will  not  confess 
the  truth,  nor  does  it  suit  imperial  dignity,  in  such  a  conjuncture,  to  manifest 
his  indignation  against  the  impostor  whom  he  accepted  only  as  an  instrument, 
since,  as  such,  he  off*ered  himself  in  treating  to  betray  to  him  the  destinies  of  his 
country.  But  with  fewer  obstacles  in  the  way  of  an  ingenuous  confession,  a 
worthy  representative  of  the  French  people,  M.  Jules  Favre,  in  the  session  of 
the  26th  of  June  last,  when  speaking  of  the  expedition  to  Mexico  in  the  legis- 
lative body,  and  referring  to  Almonte,  said : 

**  So  it  is  not  only  a  proscribed  exile  who  seeks  to  return  to  his  country  under 
the  protection  of  foreign  forces,  but  the  vassal  of  a  foreign  prince;  it  is  an 
emissary  of  monarchical  intrigues  following  in  the  train  of  the  French  forces  to 
endeavor  to  impose  an  Austrian  prince  by  means  of  civil  and  foreign  war.  Be- 
hold, gentlemen,  what  Almonte  was  in  our  army.  •  •  •  War  is  always  a 
cruel  extremity  for  nations.  Nevertheless,  it  is  permitted  when  there  is  question 
of  repelling  an  invasion,  of  avenging  an  insult,  of  assisting  an  ally.  But  sup- 
pose it  be  undertaken  to  impose  a  government  which  it  does  not  wish  on  an 
invaded  nation,  then  it  is  an  unjustifiable  attack.  Suppose  it  be  undertaken  to 
insure  success  to  the  particular  ambition  of  such  or  such  a  citizen,  then  it  is, 
indeed,  a  crime.  And  what  must  be  thought,  gentlemen,  of  the  conduct  and 
morality  of  him  who  thus  lets  loose  the  woes  of  foreign  war  upon  his  own  coun- 
try ]  Ah !  I  confess  that,  in  the  presence  of  an  act  so  unqualifiable,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  restrain  the  sentiments  which  fill  my  heart.  How  can  France 
have  covered  such  an  iniquity  with  her  banner!" 

To  return  to  my  narrative.     I  met  Almonte  at  Orizaba ;  but  far  from  finding 
him  disposed  to  listen  to  my  reasons,  which  I  exposed  to  him  as  forcibly  as 
possible,  he  only  replied  to  every  argument  that  he  was  resolved  to  comply 
with  the  engagements  which  he  had  contracted  in  Europe,  whither  he  could  not 
return  if  his  plans  were  frustrated.    But  this  will  not  happen,  because  (here  are 
his  own  words)  /  do  not  come,  said  he,  relying  on  the  forces  of  the  country,  which 
will  serve  me  little;  for  this  I  bring  French  bayonets.    I  desired  to  add  nothing 
to  what  was  said.     1  then  found  my  error  in  supposing  that,  by  speaking  to 
Almonte  in  the  name  of  his  country  and  making  sincere  explanations  on  the 
affairs  of  Mexico,  I  might  succeed  in  detaching  him  from  absurd  projects  impos- 
sible of  realization.     No  longer  entertaining  the  least  doubt  of  the  horrid  truth 
of  what  the  press  had  attributed  to  him,  I  withdrew  to  my  lodgings,  where  I 
soon  saw  myself  surrounded  by  several  of  the  officers  carried  off  by  Senor  Mar- 
quez,  who  assured  me  that  they  had  been  taken  by  surprise ;  that  they  had  suf- 
fered innumerable  humiliations,  and  been  subjected  to  worse  misery  than  in  the 
darkest  days  of  the  reaction ;  that  their  troops  threatened  to  disband,  and  that 
before  this  should  happen  they  desirfed  to  decide  upon  something  to  save  them- 
selves.    What  could  I  reply  to  them  ?     And  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte,  said  I  to 

o  His  proclamation  for  the  affair  at  Borrego,  applauding  the  death  of  more  than  iOO 
Mexicans.  His  pecuniary  and  timely  reward  to  the  French  sergeant,  who  killed  the  colo- 
nel of  the  battalion  of  Dorango. 
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them,  has  seen  yon,  or  by  means  of  some  proclamation  has  given  you  to  under- 
stand that  you  are  to  fight  by  the  side  of  the  French  ?  Nothing,  replied  they 
to  mv ;  he  has  said  nothing  to  us,  nor  do  we  yet  know  that  gentleman.  In  a 
few  words  I  indicated  to  them  my  resolution  of  withdrawing  from  the  politics 
of  the  country,  and  that  at  some  future  time  I  would  write  to  them  in  a  friendly 
and  confidential  manner,  since  I  could  never  forget  those  who  had  participated 
ia  all  my  fatigues  and  sufferings. 

That  evening  the  other  forces  from  Ohietla  arrived,  and  I  believe  that  their 
officers  repented  on  that  very  night  of  their  urgency  to  come  and  submit  to 
Almonte.  At  all  events,  their  disenchantment  could  not  have  been  more  imme- 
diate or  more  sad ;  since  scarcely  had  they  arrived  when  they  saw  those  who 
had  come  with  Seiior  Marquez  eight  days  before,  and  who  showed  them,  as  the 
**vidence8  of  their  kind  treatment  by  Almonte,  but  misery,  destitution,  and  the 
most  marked  contempt.  Such  were  the  promised  recompenses,  and  I  feel  that, 
though  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  traitor  should  have  found  so  many  deluded 
persons  to  range  themselves  by  his  side,  yet  on  such  an  occasion  Providence 
made  use  of  them  as  an  example  and  a  public  warning  to  all  who,  forgetful  of 
the  future  of  their  country,  venture  to  give  credit  from  time  to  time  to  the  de- 
ceitful and  disloyal  views  of  a  man  who,  in  a  very  short  time,  has  done  more 
injury  to  the  nation  than  all  its  wars  of  forty  years ;  since,  though  divided,  un- 
fortunately, all  Mexicans  have  followed  and  venerated  the  beautiful  colors  of 
their  banner,  which  both  victors  and  vanquished  in  the  civil  war  have  always 
borne  to  victory. 

It  is  imderstood  at  once  that  Almonte,  in  contracting  his  inconsiderate  en- 
gagements in  Europe,  felt  assured  that  he  might  treat  the  Mexicans  like  a  flock 
of  sheep,  and  it  is  to  give  credit  to  this  notion  that  he  procured  the  desertion  to 
him  of  Senor  Marquez  and  various  others,  who  have  delivered  themselves  over 
to  him  without  the  slightest  scruple.  In  Vera  Cruz,  when  Almonte  arrived, 
there  were  not  wanting  persons  to  tell  him  that  the  republic  was  not  prepared 
for  a  monarchy,  and  that  to  endeavor  to  effect  such  a  scheme  at  present  would 
be  but  exposing  himself  to  a  general  conflagration.  No,  said  he,  t^ei/  are  very 
demoralizedy  and  their  courage  entirely  weakened;  they  will  go  wherever  a  cor- 
poral and  Jour  French  soldiers  7nay  drive  them^  and  I  believe  myself  able  to  put 
in  execution  the  orders  received  from  my  sovereign^  Prince  Maximilianj  King 
cf  Mexico, 

I  said  in  the  beginning  that  I  felt  the  necessity  of  referring  to  matters  which, 
for  their  baseness  and  iniquity,  are  scarcely  fit  to  be  mentioned ;  I  feel  it  posi- 
tively;  yet  I  have  been  compelled  to  defend  myself,  and  could  not  help  entering 
into  these  details.     I  have  explained  how  and  why  Don  Manuel  Doblado  wrote 
to  me,  and  in  what  terms  he  was  answered.     When  Almonte  questioned  me 
about  this,  I  replied  by  showing  him  the  original  documents,  which  I  had  with 
me  in  my  portfolio.     He  read  them,  and  told  me  he  had  some  int  rest  in  keep- 
ing them.     I  did  not  oppose  this;  but  a  friend,  to  whom  I  related  what  had 
passed,  blamed  me  for  the  deliveiy  of  such  papers,  and  advised  me  to  regain 
possession  of  them.     With  this  object  I  returned  to  Almonte,  who  insisted  on 
retaining  them,  but  furnished  me  with  copies  of  them  all,  authenticated  with  his 
*eal.     In  this  way  did  those  documents  come  into  his  possession.     Yet  an  ad- 
ventitious scribbler  did  not  seek  to  remark  it,  when  he  published  them  in  a  mu- 
tilated form,  with  the  perfidious  intention  of  creating  suspicion  by  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  previous  friendly  relations  between  Doblado  and  myself.  Fortunately, 
that  writer  is  well  known,  and  bears  a  marked  character  in  the  republic.     He  is 
the  same  one  who  said,  in  the  "  Verdadero  Eco  de  Europa,"  on  the  second  day 
after  the  arrival  of  General  Marquez  at  Orizaba,  that  liberals  and  reactionists^ 
were  equally  bandits.     He  is  a  bankrupt  landholder,  bom  in  Puerto  Principe, 
and  a  Spanish  citizen ;  he  is,  in  fine,  Don  Manuel  Castellanos,  whom  Almonte 
W  appointed  under  secretary  for  foreign  affairs. 
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In  all  this  affair  relative  to  Sefior  Doblado's  letters  I  have  sought  to  cite  Gr<?n- 
cral  Marquez,  because,  as  he  knows  better  than  any  one  else  that  it  was  he  that 
directed  this  whole  business,  I  cannot  understand  how  he  has  permitted  the  ma- 
licious and  perfidious  paragraph  written  against  me  in  Orizaba  to  pass  without 
reply.  He  should  have  been  indignant  at  reading  a  false  and  faithless  insinua- 
tion of  such  a  nature,  and  it  was  an  unavoidable  obligation  on  his  part,  if  he 
wished  to  do  right,  to  publish  the  truth.  As  he  did  not  do  so,  my  reputation, 
being  so  cowardly  attacked,  demanded  that  I  should  hasten  to  set  forth  the  facts 
through  the  press,  until  circumstances  permitted  me  to  obtain  due  reparation  by 
other  means. 

Before  concluding  I  desire  to  refer  to  a  later  circumstance.  I  departed  from 
the  republic  voluntarily,  as  nothing  but  the  causes  which  I  have  related  could 
have  made  me  take  this  resolution,  which  Almonte  did  not  oppose,  he  subscrib- 
ing, without  being  asked,  (that  I  might  recognize  no  official  character  in  him,)  a 
license  for  one  year.  Afterwards  I  went  to  Vera  Cruz  to  arrapge  my  private 
affiiirs,  and  I  was  prevented  from  landing  by  an  order  issued  in  the  name  of  the 
supreme  chief j  &c.,  by  a  fellow  pretending  to  be  assistant  secretary  of  war,  and 
who  was  under  the  national  interdict  for  having,  in  1851,  accompanied  the 
famous  fillibuster  Carbajal  in  the  piratical  expedition  in  which  he  seized  and 
burnt  the  plaza  of  Matamoras.  Not  being  permitted  to  land,  I  was  obliged  to 
go  abroad,  without  knowing  to  what  to  attribute  this  new  stroke  of  Almonte, 
which  converted  into  an  exile  that  which  was  only  my  own  spontaneous  act, 
unless  I  be  considered  as  included  in  his  famous  law  of  the  4th  of  June,  which 
punishes  with  deportation  all  who  refuse  to  accept  the  destinies  which  he  wishes 
to  give  them.  Without  any  other  acts  to  manifest  his  false  notions,  this  act 
alone  suffices,  with  its  indications,  to  show  that  he  has  not,  and  will  not  have, 
any  co-operators  in  the  republic.  To  impose  punishments  on  those  who  do  not 
admit  public  destinies  in  a  country  in  which  the  greatest  part  of  the  people 
aspire  to  a  voice  in  such  settlements — is  there  need  of  adducing  more  palpable 
proofs  of  the  truth  of  all  that  the  world  has  said  of  this  man  ?  Kemorse  has  ever 
been  the  goad  of  the  guilty ;  and  Almonte  disappointed,  Almonte  horribly  ex- 
posed, Almonte  anathematized,  is  borne  away  by  the  current  of  his  own  remorse. 

The  Mexican  troops,  under  the  orders  of  Marquez,  have  been  reduced  to  the 
lowest  degradation.  Whether  through  want  or,  what  is  more  likely,  through 
aversion  to  the  anti-national  cause  headed  by  Almonte,  the  fact  is  that  they  have 
in  a  great  measure  disbanded,  and  that  Senor  Marquez  has  been  unable  to  keep 
anything  with  him  thus  far ;  the  fatal  influence  of  the  man  ruins  everything  it 
touches. 

I  have  finished  my  task.  Let  the  nation  receive  the  facts  which,  in  all 
humility,  I  lay  before  it.  I  submit,  without  the  slightest  fear,  to  its  verdict. 
In  Nos.  1  and  5  following  I  produce  the  whole  correspondence  had  with  Senor 
Don  Manuel  Doblado ;  No.  6  contains  the  passport  given  me  by  Almonte,  which 
proves  that  I  left  the  country  of  my  own  free  will ;  No.  7  is  his  order  giving  to 
this  voluntary  act  the  character  of  a  banishment  previously  decreed,  which  docu- 
ment I  received  on  board  the  English  packet  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Vera 
Cruz,  and  which  was  subscribed  by  the  officer  placed  there  by  Almonte,  to 
serv'e  as  a  laughing-stock  to  the  French  authorities,  who  really  exercise  there 
both  the  political  and  military  power.  No.  8  is  the  letter  refen-ed  to  from  Gen- 
eral Marquez,  written  by  him  to  me  on  the  day  of  his  disappearance  from  our 
headquarters  to  tamper  with  the  cavalry. 

I  do  not  lose  sight  of  the  sacred  cause  now  maintained  by  the  Mexican  re- 
public. There  I  passed  the  years  of  my  youth,  and  attained  a  national  character 
of  which  I  am  proud ;  there  are  my  most  cherished  recollections,  and  the  many 
friends  who  have  followed  me  from  the  time  of  the  North  American  war  of  in- 
vasion ;  there  I  have  but  recently  offered  ray  blood  on  the  sacred  altars  of  my 
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conntry,  which  I  long  to  see  fireed  from  foreign  hirelings,  prosperous,  powerftil, 
and  happy.  r 

JOSfi  MARIA  COBOS. 
St.  Thomas,  July  20,  1862. 


DOCUMENTS  CITED. 
No.  1. 


PuBBLA,  April  27,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  cannot  he  present  at  the  interview  which  I  requested  of  you, 
for  the  reasons  which  will  be  made  known  to  you  by  my  commissioner  who 
proceeds  with  this  purpose.  Yet  if  I  cannot  take  part  in  it  myself  my  commis- 
sioners will,  being  confidentially  instructed  by  me,  on  next  Tuesday,  on  condition 
that  the  place  designated  be  not  more  than  five  leagues  distant  from  this  city,  a 
little  more  or  less.  If  you  wish,  we  might  grant  officially  a  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities for  eight  days.  Your  forces  would  remain  in  Matamoras,  and  those  of 
the  government  in  this  city.  Atlixco,  a  neutral  town,  might  be  the  place  of 
conference,  and  the  conference,  on  this  supposition,  need  not  be  reserved.  It  is 
a  question  for  the  reunion  of  Mexicans  among  themselves  against  foreigners, 
ana  even  unaccompanied  with  success  this  intention  is  honorable. 
I  remain  yours,  &c.,  &c. 

M.  DOBLADO. 

Senor  Qeneral  D.  Josfi  Maria  Cobos,  wherever  found. 


No.  2. 


Izucar  de  Matamoras,  April  28,  1862. 
Dear  Sir  :  At  twelve  o'clock  at  night  I  received  your  commissioner,  with 
your  polite  letter  dated  yesterday.  I  had  previously  seen  that  directed  by  you 
on  the  6th,  by  the  same  commissioner,  to  Seiior  General  Marquez,  who  received 
it  on  the  12th,  and  immediately  replied,  offering  you  every  assurance  of  safety 
that  you  might  come  to  our  headquarters,  and  enter,  as  you  desired,  on  the  con- 
ference sought  in  your  letter  referred  to.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  you  wrote 
five  days  before  the  double  victory  of  our  arms  on  the  hills  near  that  place  and 
the  fortified  position  of  Santa  Domingo.  Senor  Marquez  answered  on  the  12th, 
the  day  on  which  he  received  vour  letter,  and  two  days  after  the  above  men- 
tioned victory.  On  the  24th  the  same  commissioner  returned  and  verbally  ex- 
posed your  earnestness  to  have  a  conference,  urging,  in  proof  of  your  good  faith, 
your  offer  to  come  to  any  place  that  might  be  appointed ;  and  in  reply  to  such 
a  worthy  and  generous  offer  there  was  sent  to  you  an  ample  safe-conduct,  which 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  signing,  and  also  the  respective  instructions  which  I 
thought  I  should  communicate  to  you  by  letter.  Meanwhile,  as  I  said  in  the 
beginning,  the  commissioner  has  returned  with  your  polite  letter  of  yesterday, 
which  not  being  in  complete  accord  with  that  received  by  General  Marquez  and 
the  verbal  statement  of  the  commissioner  on  the  24th,  I  reply  by  declaring  to 
you  that,  without  treating  now  officially  of  what  may  be  done  afterwards,' I  accept 
the  conference  sought  by  you,  in  a  private  character,  however,  and  with  the 
conditions  contained  in  the  instructions  given  to  the  commission  on  the  24th' 
In  this  you  will  see  that  I  share  the  generous  sentiments  expressed  by  you  as 
to  opposing  this  foreign  war  waged  against  the  government  of  Don  Benito 
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Juarez,  the  fatal  consequences  of  which  the  country  in  general  would  unde- 
servedly suffer.  We  ardently  desire  the  union  of  all  Mexicans ;  and  since  you 
have  taken  the  first  step  for  this  purpose,  we,  for  our  part,  will  adopt  such  means 
as  patriotism  and  justice  counsel  to  attain  so  desirable  a  consummation.  The 
commissioner  will,  by  word  of  mouth,  give  you  more  ample  details,  with  regard 
to  the  place,  day,  and  hour,  when  the  interview  may  be  had. 
I  remain  yours,  &c.,  &c., 

JOSfi  MARIA  COBOS. 
Senor  D.  Manuel  Doblado. 


No.  3. 


Mexico,  May  1,  1862. 

EsTKEMED  Sir  :  I  received  last  night  your  letter,  and  as  my  occupations  do 
^  not  permit  me  to  go  in  person,  as  I  desired,  the  two  gentlemen,  bearers  of  this 
communication,  Don  Placido  Aramburu  and  Don  Jesus  Alfaro,  go  in  my  place 
with  authority  from  me.  They  have  ample  instructions  and  authority  to  treat 
with  you,  and  inform  you  of  my  ideas  respecting  an  accommodation  which  would 
result  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole  republic.  Be  pleased  to  hear  them  calmly, 
to  weigh  well  the  arguments  which  in  my  name  they  will  lay  before  you,  and 
decide  with  your  heart  a  question  which  is  a  vital  one  for  the  republic,  and 
which  may  immortalize  your  name  in  Mexico.  At  all  events,  be  assured  of  the 
esteem  and  good  will  of — 
Yours,  &c.,  &c., 

M.  DOBLADO. 
Senor  General  D.  Jose  M.  Cobos,  Matamoras, 

Orizaba,  May  26,  1862. 
This  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original,  which  I  retain  in  my  possession  for  pur- 
poses for  which  it  may  be  suitable. 

ALMONTE. 


No.  4. 
Instructions  for  Senor  Ardmhuru, 

1.  The  army  commanded  by  Geneiul  Cobos  will  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  supreme  government  of  the  republic  to  fight  against  the  foreign  enemy,  and 
if  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war  it  does  not  think  proper  to  remain  under  the 
orders  of  the  government,  it  will  return  to  occupy  its  positions  within  the  same 
limits  that  it  now  holds. 

2.  General  Cobos  and  all  the  officers  accompanying  him  will  retain  their 
present  ranks  and  employments,  and  the  troops  forming  their  division  will  be 
increased  to  their  highest  number. 

3.  The  government  will  pay  the  army  commanded  by  General  Cobos  equally 
with  the  other  forces,  without  any  distinction  whatever. 

4.  The  debts  contracted  during  one  year  past  for  the  support  of  the  troops 
by  General  Cobos  and  other  officers  who  preceded  him  in  the  command  will  be 
acknowledged  to  the  amount  of  §300,000,  by  orders  on  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  consequence  of  an  arrangement  made  with  the  repre- 
sentative of  that  republic. 

5.  Senor  Aramburu,  the  confidential  agent  of  all  my  affaii*s,  goes  with  ample 
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anthoritv  to  aid  in  procuring  an  bonorable  and  reasonable  settlement,  his  in- 
structions being  given  to  him  directly  this  week. 

(Not  signed.) 
Mexico,  May  2,  1862. 

True  copy  of  the  original,  which  I  retain  in  my  possession  for  purposes  for 
which  it  may  be  suitable. 

ALMONTE. 


No.  5. 

Matamoras,  May  4,  1862. 

Esteemed  Sir  :  Your  envoys,  Don  Placido  Aramburu  and  Don  Jesus  Alfaro, 
delivered  to  me  last  night  your  polite  letter  of  the  Ist  instant,  acquainting  me 
moreover  with  their  instructions,  both  written  and  verbal.  I  need  not  endeavor 
to  show  you  the  great  interest  with  which  I  have  listened  to  those  gentlemen, 
since  your  own  good  judgment  will  understand  it,  and  they  will  confirm  it  with 
their  explanations  better  than  I  could  do  in  the  narrow  limits  of  a  letter.  You 
will  see,  then,  that  we  do  not  differ  much  ;  that  we  may  be  able  to  attain  to  the 
proposed  accommodation,  and  by  this  most  important  act  assure  the  peace  of 
the  republic,  settling  immediately  the  grave  questions  which  have  brought  to 
our  beautiful  country  (which  1  love  most  dearly)  the  arms  of  the  western 
powers.  Yes,  we  can,  1  repeat,  attain  this  advantage,  if,  with  the  promptitude 
that  the  situation  demands,  you  remove  the  difficulty,*  which  the  commissioners 
would  have,  indeed,  already  resolved  without  any  idea  that  they  overstepped 
the  limits  of  their  authority,  but  that  I  prefer  to  wait  for  a  few  days  in  order 
that  its  resolution  may  come  directly  from  yourself.  Your  commissioners  will 
explain  to  you  the  matter ;  you  will  take  it  into  consideration,  and,  I  may  be 
pennitted  to  believe,  will  hasten  to  settle  it  immediately.  It  is  useless  to  ex- 
patiate further.  Be  assured  of  my  good  intentions  in  desiring  to  aid  in  the  sal- 
vation of  the  republic,  and  take  my  reasons  to  heart.  As  to  my  frankness,  I 
flatter  myself  that  you  know  it. 
I  remain,  &c.,  &c., 

JOSfi  M.  COBOS. 

Senor  D.  Manuel  Doblado,  Mexico, 


No.  6. 


Supreme  chief  of  the  fqrces  of  the  nation.  General  of  division,  Don  Juan 
Nepomuceno  Almonte,  supreme  chief  of  the  Mexican  nation. — No.  1.  I  grant  a 
fri*  and  safe  passport  to  General  Don  Josd  Maria  Cobos  to  go  out  of  the  republic, 
with  license  for  one  year.     And  I  request  and  charge  friendly  nations  to  place 

®  The  oommisjsioners  had  assured  me,  in  the  name  of  D.  Manuel  Doblado,  that  there 
vaii  a  grand  movement  on  foot  to  depose  Juarez,  and  upset  the  ill-deviged  constitution, 
'hereby  entirely  Dullifying  the  acts  of  the  radical  party  as  the  only  means  of  ending  the 
riril  w»r ;  to  call  the  nation  to  hold  new  elections,  establishing  in  the  meantime  a  pro- 
rtaonnl  goverumeut ;  that,  in  this  case,  there  would  be  no  foreign  war,  which  being 
directed  against  Juarez  and  not  against  the  nation,  all  motive  for  hostilities  would  cease 
on  his  deposition,  and  negotiations  might  be  frankly  entered  into  with  the  royiil  commis- 
H«orrj».  in  consequence  of  which  the  traitoious  pretensions  of  Almonte  might  be  defeated. 
Wring  thit  Doblado  should  execute  his  plan  immediately,  I  sj  oke  in  my  last  letter  of 
difficulties  which  his  commissioners  could  not  resolve,  they  assuring  me  that  they  hoped 
Bothing  else  thm  the  defeat  which  Zaragoza  would  undoubtedly  experience  in  hi<4  first 
«Jcuunter  with  the  French.  All  this  Sr.  Marquez  heard,  and  my  letter  was  written  in  full 
ODQfurmity  with  his  ideas. 


J 
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no  obstacles  in  his  way,  and  supply  him  with  all  that  he  may  need  on  the  pay- 
ment of  a  just  price. 

Given  at  Orizaba,  May  27,  1862. 

ALMONTE. 

Josfi  H.  Gonzales. 

Consulate  of  Spain  in  Vera  Cruz. 

Yisded  in  this  consulate  to  pass  to  Havana. 

BALVINO  CORTfiS, 

Her  Majesty^s  Consul, 
Vera  Cru^,  June  1,  1862. 


No.  7. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Vera  Cruz, 

Vera  Cruz,  July  1,  1862. 

In  official  orders  of  July  9,  just  passed,  the  assistant  secretary  of  war  i85ued 
the  following  to  these  headquarters :  The  general,  supreme  chief  of  the  nation, 
decrees  that  Generals  Don  Felix  Zuloaga,  Don  Jose  Maria  Cobos,  Don  Rafael 
Benavides,  Colonel  Don  Casimiro  Acebal,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Dionisis 
Galindo,  are  expelled  from  the  republic ;  that  they  be  compelled  to  re-embark 
in  case  any  of  them  attempted  to  return  to  the  Mexican  territory ;  and  if  after- 
wards they  should  return  and  endeavor  to  disembark,  they  shoidd  be  proceeded 
against  with  the  rigor  which  the  laws  determined.  I  transmit  it  to  you  for 
your  information,  and  in  reply  to  your  polite  note  of  this  date,  at  the  same  time 
assuring  you  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

God  and  law.  TOMAS  MARIN. 

Senor  General  of  Brigade  D.  Josfi  Maria  Cobos. 


No.  8. 

Atlixco,  May  12,  1862. 
Dear  Friend  Pepe  :  I  have  explained  sufficient  to  Sefior  Berlin  to  enable 
him  to  act  with  you  in  my  name,  and  when  you  hear  him  you  will  concede  the 
propriety  of  my  course,  since  you  are  just,  and  will  understand  that  I  ought 
not  to  sacrifice  my  life  to  the  rancor  of  any  person.  Moreover,  I  have  shown 
Senor  Berlin  the  order  in  which  I  am  named  commander-in-chief  of  the  army,  a 
title  which,  as  you  know,  I  have  held  before,  and  of  which  I  had  no  desire  to 
make  use.  My  companions  have  done  me  the  favor  of  recognizing  me,*  and, 
in  consequence,  I  proceed  to  comply  with  the  mission  which  you  yourselvcst 
desired  to  have  sent  to  well-informed  persons.  I  protest,  on  the  faith  of  a 
cavalier,  that  I  will  fulfil  it  with  the  utmost  loyalty  and  good  faith,  since  I 
desire  only  the  salvation  of  my  country.f  I  shall  be  careful  to  communicate  to 
you  the  result  to  serve  for  your  guidance.     Senor  Berlin  has  been  well  treated 

o  This  is  inexact.     They  were  surprised  and  taken  off  by  stratagem  to  Orizaba, 
t  Whom  he  tiied  to  prevail  upon  on  the  night  before  his  flight. 

X  It  is  very  strange  to  go  to  seek  the  salvation  of  his  country  in  the  midst  of  its  invaderF, 
and  under  the  orders  of  Almonte,  a  subject  of  Maximilian. 
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bv  me,  and  I  return  him  with  the  same  escort  that  I  brought,  and  I  have 
ordered  them  to  obey  your  orders. 

Without  any  further  explanation,  I  desire  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of 
my  friendship  and  appreciation. 

L.  MARQUEZ. 

General  D.  Josfi  Maria  Cobos,  Matamoroi. 

Washington,  August  31,  1862. 
A  true  copy.  ROMERO. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation  ] 


Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  September  6,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  The  last  steamer  from  Panama  brought  me,  in  a  number 
of  the  official  journal  of  Nicaragua,  a  communication  addressed,  on  the  11th  of 
June  last,  by  the  minister  for  foreign  relations  of  that  republic  to  the  govem- 
im*nts  of  the  other  four  States  of  Central  America  with  reference  to  the  affairs 
of  Mexico,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  copy,  annexed. 

This  official  manifestation  of  the  Nicaraguan  government  gives  an  additional 
proof  of  the  just  alarm  with  which  the  aggressive  conduct  which  France  pursues 
in  Mexico  is  viewed  by  the  nations  of  this  continent,  and  of  the  preparations 
which  they  are  making  for  their  common  defence,  tp  which  subject  I  referred 
in  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  under  date  of  the  26th  of 
August  last  past.  The  government  of  Nicaragua  says,  with  reason,  that  "  the 
event*  which  are  taking  place  in  Mexico  are  too  serious  to  be  contemplated  with 
indifference."  It  adds  that  "  they  affect  infallibly  the  future  of  Central  America, 
for  it  is  intended  to  do  nothing  less  than  to  establish  a  monarchy,  which,  without 
doubt,  will  give  a  death-blow  to  the  republican  principles  proclaimed  in  Central 
America,  and  now  prevailing  in  the  American  continent."  It  regrets  that  Cen- 
tral America  is  not  governed  by  a  single  government,  and  says  that  that  of  Nica- 
ragua "  believes  that,  in  view  of  the  danger  which  threatens  Central  America, 
the  Central  American  cabinets  will  make  uniform  their  policy,  and  will  unite 
their  efforts  to  defend  these  same  threatened  principles,  which  are  so  dear  to 
them  ;"  and  it  cctpcludes  by  stating  that,  "  however  weak  its  voice  may  be,  and 
however  weak  their  efforts  may  be,  they  should  not,  nor  cannot,  remain  silent 
spectators,  because  not  only  is  the  fate  of  a  sister  republic  involved,  but  also 
their  own." 

The  government  of  Nicaragua  proposes,  therefore,  to  make  known  its  disposi- 
tion to  the  other  States  of  Central  America,  "  in  order  to  know  theirs,  and  to 
concert  the  most  prompt  and  sure  means  of  ascertaining  the  course  which  they 
must  adopt  in  the  crisis  which  they  foresee." 

This  communication  also  shows  that  the  government  of  Nicaragua  knows  the 
trae  object  of  the  French  expedition  against  Mexico,  and  the  consequences  which 
would  naturally  result  from  it  if  it  should  succeed.  This  just  fear,  arising  from 
the  instinct  of  self-preservation,  will  not  fail  to  extend  itself  within  a  short  time, 
and  to  make  itself  felt,  in  a  manner  equally  strong,  among  the  other  peoples  of 
Central  and  South  America. 

This  is  not  all  that  the  last  steamer  from  Panama  brought.  There  are,  be- 
Bidesi,  two  events  not  destitute  of  impoii:ance,  which  make  known  the  manner  in 
which  the  peoples  of  this  continent  receive  what  France  calls  **  her  civilizing 
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cnterprue  "  in  America.  During  the  last  days  of  July  past  there  was  cele- 
brated in  Peru  the  forty-first  anniversary  of  the  independence  of  that  republic, 
and  this  solemnity,  in  which  there  was  more  enthusiasm  and  more  animation 
than  in  those  of  former  years,  appeared  to  have  rather  for  its  object  to  warn  the 
people  to  prepare  themselves  for  defending  the  independence  which  France  de- 
sires to  snatch  from  them  than  to  celebrate  the  memory  of  that  which  was  won 
from  the  Spaniards.  This  fact  is  the  more  significant  that,  from  the  popular 
demonstrations  of  sympathy  for  Mexico  and  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  French 
government,  which  was  spoken  of  in  the  most  harsh,  though  deserved,  terms, 
were  spontaneous,  and  without  any  participation,  and,  perhaps,  even  against  the 
will,  of  the  authorities  of  the  country. 

Another  fact,  which  shows  the  deep  sympathy  which  their  brothers  in  Peni 
feel  for  the  patriotic  Mexicans,  is  a  resolution  unanimously  approved  by  the 
"  Society  of  the  Defenders  of  American  Independence,"  of  Lima,  to  collect, 
throughout  the  whole  of  America,  a  fund  to  provide  for  the  comfort  of  the 
wounded  in  the  Mexican  army  in  the  campaign  against  the  French. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  WiLLiAiM  H.  Seward,  ^ ,  Sgc,,  8^., 


[rranslation] 
National  Palace,  Managua,  June  11,  1862. 

Mr.  Minister  :  The  events  which  are  actually  occuri-ing  near  us,  in  the  neigh- 
boring republic  of  Mexico,  are  too  serious  to  be  contemplated  by  us  with  indif- 
ference. They  affect,  infallibly,  the  future  of  our  country ;  for,  according  to  the 
documents  which  the  press  of  Europe  and  America  has  published,  they  involve 
nothing  less  than  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy,  which,  without  doubt,  will 
give  the  death-blow  to  the  republican  principles  proclaimed  by  us,  and  prevail- 
ing to-day  on  the  American  continent. 

If  Central  America  were  governed  but  by  one  government  our  situation  would 
not  be  so  dangerous.  Unfortunately  she  is  not,  and  this  isolation  in  which  we 
live  is  an  opportunity  for  any  change  which  may  be  attempted.  But  if  the  great 
idea  of  nationality  has  not  been  able  to  be  realized,  and  it  should  not  be  possible 
to  realize  it  at  once,  my  government  believes  that,  in  view  of  the  danger  which 
threatens  us,  the  Central  American  cabinets  will  make  a  uniform  policy,  and 
will  unite  their  efforts  to  defend  these  same  principles,  now  menaced,  which  are 
so  dear  to  us. 

However  weak  may  be  our  voice,  and  however  weak  may  be  our  efforts,  we 
cannot  and  must  not  remain  silent  spectators,  because,  not  only  is  the  fate  of  a 
sister  republic  involved,  but  also  our  own.  Therefore  it  is  that  his  excellency 
the  president  of  Nicaragua  has  instructed  me  to  address  to  you  the  present 
despatch,  requesting  you  to  bi-ing  it  to  the  knowlege  of  his  excellency  the  pres- 
ident of  your  republic,  so  that,  being  informed  of  its.  disposition,  he  may  be 
pleased  to  make  known  its  own,  and  the  most  prompt  and  sure  means  of  ascer- 
taining the  course  which  they  must  follow  in  the  crisis  which  we  foresee. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  distinguished  consideration  with 
which  your  very  obedient  servant  has  the  honor  of  subscribing  himself. 

GERONIMO  PEREZ. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations 

Of  the  Republic  of    •     •     •     • 

Washington,  Septcmher  6,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  September  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  6th 
inetant,  transmitting  to  me  a  copy  of  the  circular  letter  of  the  minister  for  for- 
eign relations  of  the  government  of  Nicaragua  to  the  governments  of  the  other 
four  States  of  Central  America,  under  date  of  the  11th  of  June  last,  with  re- 
ference to  the  present  unfortunate  complication  of  affairs  in  Mexico,  and  to  the 
aggressive  course  pursued  by  France  towards  the  latter,  and  which  letter  is  in- 
tended by  the  government  of  Nicaragua  to  ascertain  the  views  of  these  several 
Central  American  States  upon  that  subject,  and  to  guard  against  any  possible 
danger  which  may  arise  to  them  therefrom. 

You  also  call  my  attention  to  the  spontaneous  and  popular  demonstrations  of 
sympathy  towards  Mexico  manifested  by  the  people  of  Peru  on  the  occasion  of 
the  celebration  of  the  forty-first  anniversary  of  their  national  independence,  and 
to  the  dissatisfaction  expressed  by  them  towards  the  French  government;  and 
10  the  resolution  unanimously  adopted  by  the  "  Society  of  the  Defenders  of 
American  Independence,"  of  Lima,  to  collect  throughout  the  whole  of  America 
a  fund  to  provide  for  the  comfort  of  the  wounded  in  the  Mexican  army,  in  the 
campaign  against  the  French. 

These  communications  will  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  at  its  approaching  session ;  and,  while  thanking  you  for 
Tonr  courtesy  in  bringing  them  to  the  knowledge  of  this  government,  1  beg  to 
renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Matias  Romero,  4^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


I 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

{Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

WashingtoHy  September  16,  1862. 

Mr.  Sec!RETArv:  The  military  operations  between  the  Mexican  army  and 
the  French  invading  forces  have  been  suspended  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August  last,  with  the  exception  of  some  skirmishes  of  little  consequence. 
The  French  have  remained  cooped  up  in  Orizaba,  awaiting  the  re-enforce- 
ments which  the  Emperor  was  to  send  them,  and  without  the  aid  of  which  it 
would  not  be  possible  for  them  to  resume  the  offensive.  In  order  to  defend  their 
position  they  have  constructed  very  powerful  fortifications,  principally  on  the 
mlnerable  point  of  that  city,  and  which  is  already  well-known  to  them.  How- 
ever much  it  may  be  regretted  that  the  Mexican  army  has  not  made  an  attack 
upon  Orizaba  before  the  arrival  of  the  French  reinforcements,  which  will  give 
them  a  relative  superiority,  and  will  increase  the  probabilities  of  their  success, 
there  have  been,  on  the  other  hand,  powerful  causes  to  justify  the  inaction  of 
the  patriotic  forces  of  Mexico.  Independently  of  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads, 
caused  by  the  rainy  season,  which  during  the  present  year  has  been  most  abun- 
dant, and  which  have  rendered  them  impracticable  to  artillery  trains,  there  exists 
the  powerful  consideration  of  the  doubtful  probabilities  of  a  success  attending 
an  attack  undertaken  in  face  of  these  formidably  fortified  points,  which  probably 
will  be  defended  with  the  fearlessness  of  desperation,  and  the  danger  of  destroy- 
mg  in  a  hazardous  enterprise  the  brilliant  army  which  constitutes  the  main  de- 
fence of  the  cause  of  Mexican  nationality. 
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Meanwhile  the  situation  of  the  French  at  Orizaba  has  been  most  deplorj 
for  they  have  been  almost  without  communication  with  Vera  Cruz,  in  copseqi 
of  the  boldness  of  the  Mexican  guerrillas,  who  intercept  the  road,  whc 
continually  harassing  the  enemy,  and  who  have  ventured  to  the  very  wa 
the  fortified  town  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  Jand  forces  of  the  French,  finding  themselves  unable  to  wage  war  ag 
the  Mexican  nation,  they  have  left  to  the  imperial  navy  the  task  of  commi 
depredations  upon  the  ports  of  Mexico  and  upon  the  Mexican  merchaut-ma 
and  of  endeavoring  to  compel  the  population  of  the  sea-board  to  pronounce 
the  plan  of  Almonte.  After  the  unsuccessful  expedition  and  useless  mei 
which  Commander  Royes,  of  the  ficlair,  made  to  the  government  of  Campes 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  cqmmunicate  to  you  in  note  of  the  Slst  of  July 
he  addressed  to  the  governor  of  Tabasco  the  communication,  of  which  I  trar 
a  copy  among  the  documents  annexed,  in  which  he  positively  affirms,  unde 
word,  that  the  pronunciamento  of  Almonte  is  a  national  movement,  the  ol 
of  which  is  to  organize  the  government  of  Mexico  upon  permanent  bases, 
"  that  France,  which  protects  this  national  manifestation,  is  fully  determim 
punish  all  those  who,  not  acknowledging  their  rights  as  citizens,  are  dispose 
resist  this  work  of  order  and  liberty."  Here  we  again  see  the  agents  of  Fr 
officially  declaring  that  they  protect  the  movement  of  Almonte,  and  what  is 
more  palpable,  endeavoring  to  teach  to  Mexican  citizens  what  their  duties 
and  threatening  them,  should  they  not  betray  their  coimtry,  which  Fr 
considers  to  be  the  duty  of  Mexicans,  that  she  will  make  them  feel  the  ] 
of  her  punishment.  It  is  thus  that  France  complies  with  the  assurances  w 
she  has  so  repeatedly  given  that  her  forces  would  not  seek  to  re-establis 
Mexico  any  government  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  people. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  state  that  the  governor  of  Tabasco  indignantly  r 
ted  the  insulting  proposals  of  Commander  Royes,  so  offiinsive  to  the  dignit 
the  Mexican  people. 

Commander  Hocquart,  of  the  French  gunboat  La  Grenade,  addressed  a  t 
munication,  no  less  insulting,  to  the  military  commandant  of  Campeachy,  gi 
him  a  stated  period  within  which  to  acknowledge  the  supposed  authority  of 
traitor  Ahnonte.  This  invitation  having  been  refused  with  contempt,  the 
Grenade  took  her  station  in  front  of  Campeachy,  and  for  three  consecutive  ( 
poured  into  it  all  kinds  of  projectiles,  destroying  much  property  and  causing 
death  of  some  of  the  peac(»ful  and  defenceless  inhabitants  of  that  city. 
Mexican  authorities  fitted  out  and  armed  the  schooner  Pizarro,  which  broi 
on  a  naval  engagement  with  La  Grenade  and  two  other  boats  which  accor 
nied  her,  and  after  an  action  of  one  hour's  duration  the  French  steamer 
compelled  to  yield  to  the  humiliation  of  hauling  off,  with  her  smaller  ves 
before  the  modest  Mexican  vessel,  and  to  anchor  some  eight  or  nine  mile^  i 
the  port. 

The  French  war-vessel,  Berthollet,  which  was  blockading  the  port  of  1 
pico,  retired  therefrom  on  the  4th  of  August,  since  which  date,  up  to  the  en 
the  month,  the  said  j)ort  had  remained  opened.  The  French  have  like w  Be  v 
drawn  their  vessels  from  other  Mexican  ports,  only  on  account  of  their  iuab 
to  keep  them  there,  for  they  have  not  a  sufficient  number  to  guai-d  so  grea 
extent  of  coast.  The  blockade  which  France  has  attempted  to  establish  at  1 
pico  cannot,  therefore,  be  recognized  under  the  stipulations  of  the  treati 
Paris,  from  the  simple  reason  that  it  is  not  effective,  and  is  a  mere  paper  block 

On  the  9th  of  July  there  arrived  at  the  port  of  Tiixpan  a  party  of  Frei 
men  and  Mexican  traitors,  who  had  left  Vera  Cmz  in  the  pilot-boat  Paquet< 
Tampico,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  that  port  under  the  sway  of  Almonte, 
they  succeeded  in  surprising  the  people  of  Tiixpan,  they  took  possession  of 
port ;  but  scarcely  four  days  had  elapsed  when  the  citizens,  who  had  abando 
Tuxpan  in  consequence  of  the  invasion,  being  re-enforced  by  others  from 
neighboring  towns,  attacked  the  invaders  and  succeeded  in  repelling  them,  ] 
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mg  and  wounding  several  of  them,  and  making  some  prisoners.  The  leaders 
and  some  of  those  who  accompanied  them  escaped  in  the  same  vessel  which  con- 
reved  them  thither. 

The  outrages  which  the  French  navy  has  committed  at  the  Mexican  ports  on 
the  Pacific  are  no  less  serious.  Captain  Mancy,  the  commander  of  the  French 
sJoop-of-war  La  Bayonnaise,  entered  the  port  of  Mazatlan,  protesting  that  he 
bore  no  hostile  intentions,  and  shortly  after  he  addressed  a  haughty  communica- 
tk»n  to  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  demanding  that  the  French  ship  Ru- 
bens should  be  released,  which  vessel,  having  been  engaged  in  the  contraband 
trade,  was  then  being  tried,  and  was  held  by  a  guard  of  Mexican  soldiers.  Cap- 
lain  Mancy  did  not  delay  in  carrying  his  threats  into  practice,  and  abusing,  in 
the  mo^t  shameful  manner,  his  power,  he  forcibly  ejected  the  Mexican  soldiers 
from  the  Rubens;  he  insulted  them  and  deprived  them  of  their  arms.  lie 
said,  furthermore,  that  he  would  await  the  decision  of  the  tribunals,  she  remain- 
ing under  the  custody  of  the  Corvette,  and  that  he  reserved  to  himself  his  full 
liberty  of  action,  and  the  right  to  act  in  view  of  the  facts  of  the  suit  and  of  the 
form  of  the  proceedings,  which  is  equivalent  to  making  himself,  backed  by  the 
force  of  hia  guns,  a  court  of  appeal  to  decide  upon  the  judgments  of  Mexican 
tribunals.  After  this.  Captain  Mancy  captured  the  Mexican  schooner  Reforma, 
look  possession  of  her  armament  and  gear,  and  sunk  the  hull  of  the  vessel.  Fi- 
nally, and  at  the  instance  of  a  large  number  of  foreign  merchants  in  Mazatlan, 
the  Bayonnaise  withdrew  to  San  Francisco. 

The  French  navy  has  continued  to  seize  the  Mexican  merchant  vessels, 
which,  together  with  the  blockade  of  some  ports  and  the  occupation  of  Vera 
Cruz,  haf»  reduced  the  foreign  trade  to  the  most  complete  state  of  stagnation.  It 
ia  thus  that  France  proposes  to  protect  foreigners  residing  in  Mexico,  in  whose 
behalf  it  pretends  to  have  undertaken  the  intervention.  These  evils  will  be  con- 
tinued during  the  whole  time  the  war  lasts,  and  they  will  be  the  more  forcibly 
felt  the  longer  said  war  continues. 

The  traitor  Almonte  is  still  protected  and  sustained  by  the  French,  receiv- 
ing daily  proofs  of  the  determination  of  the  country  not  to  yield  to  the 
ignominious  pretensions  and  the  ridiculous  threats  of  his  allies,  the  French. 
He  has  realized  that  his  plan  for  a  pronunciamento  has  not  been  proclaimed  in 
any  of  the  places  which  French  bayonets  do  not  command.  On  the  contrary, 
the  States,  and  the  corporations  of  the  States  of  New  Leon  and  Coahuila,  have 
protested  against  any  act  that  may  tend  to  destroy  or  impair  the  sovereignty 
and  independence  of  the  republic,  against  tlic  conduct  of  the  traitor  Almonte 
and  those  who  follow  him,  and  against  any  change  which  it  is  sought  to  make 
in  the  institutions  of  Mexico,  and  which  should  not  emanate  from  the  national 
representation,  freely  elected  by  the  people  in  conformity  with  requirements  of 
the  fundamental  code  of  1857.  The  corporation  of  Colima  has  protested  against 
the  perfidy  of  the  French  goveniment,  against  the  treasonable  acts  of  San  Juan 
N.  Almonte  and  his  accomplices,  and  it  has  declared  its  free  and  spontaneous 
idhesion  to  the  present  government  of  the  republic,  emanating  from  the  consti- 
tation  of  1857,  and  from  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  nation,  tendering  to  it  its 
property  and  their  lives  in  defence  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  republic.  The 
permanent  deputies  of  the  State  of  Chiapas  have  protested  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  against  foreign  intervention,  whosoever  might  be  the  persons  and  what- 
ever the  causes  which  should  lead  thereto,  and  against  the  project  of  estab- 
liishing  a  monarchy  in  Mexico ;  it  has  likewise  protested  not  to  acknowledge  any 
other  president  than  the  present  one,  or  him  who  may  be  substituted  in  his 
jJace,  agreeably  to  the  constitution  of  the  country.  Daily  and  from  all  direc- 
tions the  government  of  Mexico  receives  the  most  energetic  assurances  of  adhe- 
sion, and  against  intervention  and  the  traitors. 

ITie  position  of  Almonte  is  fully  portrayed  in  the  copy  of  a  communication, 
which  1  transmit  herewith,  from  Sir  Charles  Wyke  to  the  British  consul  in  Vera 
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Cruz,  of  the  17tli  of  June  last,  in  answer  to  that  which  that  agent  addressed  to 
him  giving  him  information  of  sundry  decrees  issued  by  Almonte ;  one  of  which 
authorizes  the  issue  of  paper  money  to  the  extent  of  8500,000  to  replace  metal, 
the  circulation  of  which  is  very  much  reduced  in  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz ;  and 
the  others  increasing  the  duties  upon  the  articles  imported  at  the  same  port. 
Sir  Charles  Wyke  says:  "Neither  General  Almonte  nor  those  who  command  in 
his  name  have  received  the  power  which  they  assume  from  any  legal  Mexican 
authority  of  any  class ;  and  consequently  the  French  are,  in  my  opinion,  indi- 
rectly responsible  for  the  abuses  to  which  you  refer,  not  only  by  wishing  to 
sustain  the  absurd  pretensions  of  Almonte,  but  also  for  having  delivered  over  to 
his  partisans  the  custom-house  of  Vera  Cruz,  instead  of  keeping  the  same  in 
their  power  after  the  evacuation  of  the  said  place  by  the  Spanish  troops,  whose 
chiefs  had  charge  of  its  administration  during  the  time  the  port  was  occupied 
by  the  united  forces  of  the  three  powere." 

Sir  Charles  Wyke,  being  convinced  of  the  uselessness  of  making  demands 
upon  Almonte,  he  has  decided  to  address  himself  to  the  supporters  of  Almonte, 
and  in  his  aforesaid  note  he  says  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  at  Vera  Cruz : 
"  In  view  of  any  of  these  circumstances,  if  any  of  the  acts  of  which  you  com- 
plain were  insisted  upon,  you  will  have  to  come  to  an  understanding  with 
the  principal  French  authority  in  that  city ;  before  which,  if  it  shall  be  neces- 
sary, you  will  have  to  enter  your  protest  in  due  form,  in  order  that  they  should 
withdraw  the  protection  which  they  are  extending  to  a  number  of  people  who, 
without  that  support,  could  not  do  so  much  harm  in  the  name  of  a  farcical  gov- 
erament,  whose  existence  is  ignored  in  many  points  of  the  republic,  which  public 
opinion  repulses  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other  where  it  is  known, 
and  which  has  command  only  of  two  cities,  where  it  is  sustained  by  the  French 
bayonets.  This  handful  of  men,  forming  the  supposed  government,  assume  an 
authority  which  they  neither  have  nor  deserve,  and  by  means  of  which  they 
try  to  trample  upon  the  rights  not  only  of  their  fellow-citizens  but  also  of  the 
foreign  merchants  residing  in  the  country  and  who  are  under  the  protection  of 
the  government  and  the  laws  which  they  insult  and  which  they  attempt  to  defy, 
under  the  shadow  of  a  foreign  protection  which  ought  never  to  have  been  granted 
to  them." 

The  Mexican  army  is  full  of  enthusiasm,  and  resolved  to  defend  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  republic,  its  institutions,  and  the  established  government.  The 
States  more  distant  from  the  theatre  of  the  war,  such  as  Durango,  Chihuahua, 
and  Chiapas,  have  hastened  to  send  forward  their  quotas  to  the  army  of  the 
east,  to  which  they  had  already  been  incorporated,  in  order  that  their  sons  may 
enjoy  the  glor}'  of  fighting  the  foreign  enemy  in  defence  of  the  national  inde- 
pendence. The  quotas  of  the  States  of  Sonora  and  Sinaloa  were  on  their  way, 
and  would  within  a  short  time  join  the  same  army.  Perfect  harmony  exists 
among  the  Mexican  leaders  who  are  charged  with  the  defence  of  the  country 
against  the  French  invasion,  and  all  the  rumors  circulated  to  the  contrary  lack 
foundation,  and  have  emanated  from  the  French  and  the  traitors,  who  are  endeav- 
oring to  present  in  an  unfavorable  light  abroad  the  situation  of  the  republic.  In 
the  meantime  the  central  States  are  actively  at  work  in  organizing  a  reserve  army, 
which  will  serve  to  check  the  advances  of  the  enemy  in  the  unfortunate  event 
that  the  efforts  of  the  army  of  the  east  should  not  be  crowned  with  victory. 

The  elections  for  deputies  and  to  fill  some  vacancies  existing  in  the  supreme 
court  of  justice  of  the  nation  have  been  held  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the 
territory  of  the  republic,  excepting  only  in  those  districts  of  the  State  of  Vera 
Cruz  occupied  by  the  French,  where  they  were  not  held,  and  until  that  liberty 
shall  be  restored  to  their  people  of  which  they  have  been  deprived  by  French 
bayonets.  The  congress  is  to  open  to-day  the  first  session  of  its  ordinary 
sessions. 

These,  Mr.  Secretary,  are  the  principal  public  events  which  have  occurred  in 
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Mexico  during  the  months  mentioned,  of  July  and  August  last,  and,  in  commu- 
nicating them  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon,  Wm.  H.  Seward,  ^.,  8fc,,  8fc. 


No.  1. 

[Translation.] 

Laguna  de  Terminos, 
On  hoard  the  £clair,  May  15,  1862. 

Mr.  Governor:  A  national  movement,  and  at  the  head  of  which  is  now 
placed  General  Almonte,  well  known  for  his  patriotism,  has  been  inaugurated  at 
Vera  Cruz,  and  at  many  other  cities  in  Mexico.  This  movement  has  for  its 
object  to  organize  the  government  upon  solid  bases,  which  may  hereafter  pre- 
serve the  country  from  civil  war,  and  to  give  every  kind  of  guarantees  both  to 
its  citizens  and  to  foreigners.  France,  which  protects  this  national  manifesta- 
tion, is  fully  determined  to  treat  with  rigor  all  those  who,  not  acknowledging 
their  rights  as  citizens,  would  be  disposed  to  obstruct  this  work  of  order  and 
hberty. 

I  therefore  rely  upon  your  enlightened  patriotism  that  you  may  inform  me, 
with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  that  the  people  over  whom  you  preside  ad- 
heres to  the  government  of  General  Almonte. 

Accept,  Mr.  Grovemor,  the  assui-ances  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

ROYES. 

The  Governor  of  Tabasco. 

Washington,  September  16,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


1 


No.  2. 

Mexico,  June  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  received  yesterday  afternoon  your  note  of  the  9th  instant,  together 
rith  the  documents  enclosed  in  the  same.  The  most  important  are  the  copies 
of  the  decree  and  order  issued  by  the  so-called  government  of  General  Almonte  ; 
the  first  one,  authorizing  the  direct  issue  of  paper  money  up  to  the  amount  of 
^00,000  to  take  the  place  of  specie,  which  circulates  so  sparingly  in  the  city  of 
Vera  Cruz ;  and  the  second,  compelling  the  merchants  of  the  same  to  pay  to  the 
cudtom-house  of  the  said  general  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  duties  called  material 
improvements,  and  fifteen  per  cent,  on  those  called  additional,  upon  all  goods 
imported  since  the  11th  instant.  Neither  General  Almonte  nor  those  who  com- 
mand in  his  name  have  received  the  power  which  they  assume  from  any  legal 
Mexican  authority  of  any  class ;  and  consequently  the  French  are,  in  my  opin- 
ion, indirectly  responsible  for  the  abuses  to  which  you  refer,  not  only  by  wishing 
to  sustain  the  absurd  pretensions  of  Almonte,  but  also  for  having  delivered  over 
to  his  partisans  the  custom-house  of  Vera  Cruz,  instead  of  keeping  the  same  in 
their  power  after  the  evacuation  of  the  said  place  by  the  Spanish  troops,  whose 
chiefs  had  charge  of  its  administration  during  the  time  the  city  was  occupied  by 
the  united  forces  of  the  three  powers, 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 13 
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In  view  of  any  of  these  circumstancee,  if  any  of  the  acts  of  which  you  com- 
plain were  insisted  upon,  yon  will  have  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  the 
principal  French  authority  in  that  city;  hefore  which,  if  it  shall  he  necessary, 
you  will  have  to  enter  your  protest  in  due  form,  in  order  that  they  should  with- 
draw the  protection  which  they  are  extending  to  a  number  of  people  who,  with- 
out that  support,  could  not  do  so  much  harm  in  the  name  of  a  farcical  govern- 
ment, whose  existence  is  ignored  in  many  points  of  the  republic ;  which  public 
opinion  repulses  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other  where  it  is  known, 
and  which  has  command  only  of  two  cities,  where  it  is  sustained  by  the  French 
bayonets.  This  handful  of  men,  forming  this  supposed  government,  assume  an 
authority  which  they  neither  have  nor  deserve,  and  by  means  of  which  they  try 
to  trample  upon  the  rights  not  only  of  their  fellow-citizens  but  also  of  the  foreign 
merchants  residing  in  the  country,  and  who  are  under  the  protection  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  laws  which  they  insult  and  which  they  attempt  to  defy,  under 
the  shadow  of  a  foreign  protection  which  ought  never  to  have  been  granted  to 
them. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Spanish  legation  has  sent  to  its  consul  in 
Vera  Cruz  the  necessary  instructions,  so  that  he  should  act  in  the  same  manner 
that  I  recommend  to  you,  and  I  hope  that  your  combined  efforts  will  induce  the 
commander  in  the  said  city  to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  put  an  end  to  such 
scandalous  abuses. 

I  am,  sir,  &c.,  , 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 

Francis  Giffard,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^r..  Vera  Cruz, 

Washinuton,  September  16,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

M.  ROMERO. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  IGtli  ultimo,  with  its  two  enclosures,  giving  a  succinct  and  very  interesting 
account  of  the  military  operations  in  Mexico  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  and  of  the  political  complications  which  have  occurred  therein  during 
the  same  period. 

Thanking  you  for  the  information  conveyed  to  this  government,  I  avail  my- 
self of  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Scnor  Matias  Romero,  ifc.,  ifc,,  ifc. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 


[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Saratoga  Springs,  New  York,  October  2,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  When  the  French  government  received  the  news  that  its 
troops  had  been  defeated  at  Puebla,  and  determined  to  send  the  re-enforcements 
which  it  considered  sufficient  to  reach  the  city  of  Mexico,  it  went  to  the  legisla- 
tive body  asking  an  additional  credit  of  15,000,000  francs,  to  cover  the  outlay 
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it  thonght  necessary  to  disburse,  of  which  sum  seven  millions  were  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  estimate  of  the  secretary  of  war,  and  the  eight  remaining  to  that  of 
the  navy  and  colonies.  The  legislative  body,  at  its  session  of  June  16  last, 
voted  unanimously  the  credits  stated,  and  concluded  to  postpone  the  discussion 
of  the  political  aspect  which  the  measure  presented. 

This  important  discussion  took  place  on  the  26th  of  that  month  of  June.  It 
began  with  a  brilliant  speech  from  the  deputy,  M.  Jules  Favre,  who  attacked 
tlie  policy  pursued  by  the  imperial  government  in  Mexico  with  a  vivacity,  a 
logic,  and  an  affluence  of  solid  and  incontcstible  reasoning,  which  will  form  a 
perpetual  monument  of  glory  for  the  distinguished  orator,  who,  in  the  midst  of 
most  terrible  despotism,  was  independent  enough,  honest  enough,  bold  enough, 
to  dare  to  speak  the  truth,  and  to  defend  the  cause  of  right,  rising  above  the 
prejudices  of  an  ill-understood  national  pride.  The  government  of  the  Emperor 
had  never  been  assailed  upon  the  management  of  the  foreign  relations  of  France 
with  so  much  energy,  and  at  the  same  time  with  so  much  justice,  as  it  was  by 
the  vigorous  reasoning  of  a  man  superior  to  the  menaces  of  despotism. 

The  minister  without  portfolio,  M.  Billault,  spoke  after  M.  Favre,  in  the 
name  of  the  imperial  government,  in  defence  of  the  Napoleonic  policy ;  his  pero- 
ration is  clothed  in  brilliant  phraseology,  and  full  of  declamatory  and  oratorical 
flourishes,  but  destitute  of  argument,  deficient  in  truthfulness,  void  of  justice, 
and  of  noble  considerations,  springing  from  a  wise  and  equitable  policy.     The 
estimates  he  makes  of  the  condition  of  Mexico  are  altogether  inexact,  many  facts 
which  he  states  altogether  false  or  completely  misrepresented,  and  the  charge* 
he  thunders  against  the  whole  country  absolutely  calumnious  and  greatly  offen- 
eive,  as,  when  he  says,    (page  27,    col.  6,)  "that  Don  Manuel  Robles  was- 
known  in  Mexico  for  his  integrity,  and  enjoyed  the  respect  of  all  in  a  country 
in  which  few  can  merit  such  eulogy."     It  is,  in  short,  a  faithful  reproduction 
of  the  Napoleonic  policy  in  Mexico,  just  as  the  agents  of  the  Emperor  do  not 
halt  at  obstacles  of  any  kind  in  gaining  the  end  their  master  has  pointed  out 
to  them,  and  for  that  purpose  fail  in  truth,  trample  on  justice,  and  tread  down 
the  rights  of  a  free  people,  and  the  clearest  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,,  so- 
M.  Billault,  in  the  French  legislative  body,  has  not  hesitated  to  avail  himself' 
of  the  vilest  means,  the  most  atrocious  calumnies,  the  most  gratuitous  insults,  to. 
excite  in  his  auditory  a  paltry  and  excessive  national  pride,  and  to  present, 
beneath  a  flimsy  varnish  of  seeming  argument,  the  unlawful  and  unjustifiable' 
conduct  which  his  government  has  pursued  towards  Mexico.     The  capacity  of 
M.  Billault  did  not  reach  the  extreme  of  touching  upon  those  points  on  which 
every  effort  that  may  be  made  to  disguise  the  truth  is  useless,  and  he  observed 
complete  silence  in  regard  to  them.     Thoroughly  understanding  his  auditory, 
^fted  with  oratorical  talent  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  he  succeeded  in  gaining 
the  triumph  in  the  legislative  body  of  the  cause  of  injustice,  of  falsehood,  and 
of  wickedness,  and  he  knew  how  to  fan  the  national  pride  of  his  heaters,,  to  in- 
flame it,  and  make  them  feel  a  desire  to  impose  on  Mexico  a  severe  chastisement, 
and  obtain  from  her  complete  reparation  for  crimes  which  that  republic  never 
dreamed  of  committing,  and  for  offences  altogether  imaginary.     This  result 
would  cast  great  discredit  on  deliberative  assemblies  and  the  representative 
system,  if  the  system  which  the  Emperor  has  adopted,  in  order  to  rule  over 
France  were  representative. 

As  the  speech  of  M.  Billault  is  the  authentic  version,  of  the-Napoleonic  policy 
in  Mexico,  and  the  American  continent  in  general,  in  the  development  of  which 
the  United  States  can  do  no  less  than  take  the  greatest  interest,  I  think,  it 
proper  to  ask  your  attention  to  that  speech,  permitting,  myself,  at  the  same  time, 
to  set  forth  some  considerations  respecting  what  I  believe  that  the  imperial 
government  intends  to  attain  in  America,  and  to  rectify  some  of  the  many  in- 
exactnesses, falsities,  and  calumnies  with  which  that  speech  is  blotted.  My 
duties  as  a  Mexican  and  agent  of  my  country  would  not  permit  me  to  let  ]jaaa 
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this  opportunity  without  vindicating  and  defending  my  fellow-citizens  from  the 
gratuitous  calumnies  and  gross  insults  offered  by  the  French  government  to  a 
country  weakened  by  a  long  civil  war,  which  calamity  is  inherent  to  the  exist- 
ing organization  of  society,  and  through  which  all  civilized  nations  have  passed, 
and  France  herself,  with  more  horrors  and  more  crimes  than  many  othei*e,  but 
jealous  as  the  most  careful  of  her  honor  and  good  name,  attached  to  her  inde- 
pendence and  her  liberty,  hospitably  entertaining  strangers,  noble,  loyal,  and 
worthy  of  a  better  fortune. 

I  have  before  me  the  official  copy  of  the  speech  of  M.  Billault,  published  in 
No.  178  of  the  "  Moniteur  Universel,"  of  Paris,  of  the  date  of  June  27,  as  cited. 
M.  Billault,  to  demonstrate  that  the  Emperor  had  not  proceeded  lightly  in 
taking  recourse  to  hostilities  against  Mexico,  avers,  (page  965,  col.  5,)  '*  that 
during  thirty  years  that  country  had  been  heaping  on  the  French  the  greatiist 
injuries,  frauds,  and  vexations ;  that  during  thirty  years  that  Frenchmen  who 
had  gone  to  that  country  which  they  supposed  hospitably  disposed,  to  carry  on 
commerce  and  industrial  labor,  have  been  the  victims  of  enduring  anarchy — 
victims  of  the  violence  of  all  parties — ^victims  of  the  arbitary  proceedings  of 
every  government ;"  and  further  on  he  adds  :  **  All  our  fellow-citizens — and 
they  are  numerous  in  Mexico— have  been  robbed,  plundered,  subjected  to  ran- 
soms, imprboned,  murdered."  This  is  the  first  falsehood  which  the  speech  of 
M.  Billault  contains.  So  vague  and  so  general  is  the  charge  he  makes  that 
it  scarcely  deserves  refutation.  If  it  were  accurate,  this  horrible  picture  which 
he  draws  of  the  situation  of  Mexico,  there  would  not  have  been  any  foreigners 
who  would  have  thought  of  establishing  themselves  in  a  country  where  they 
would  lose  their  property,  their  liberty,  their  tranquillity,  and  even  life  itself; 
and  those  who,  ignorant  of  such  a  state  of  things,  would  have  gone  there  would 
immediately  have  abandoned  it.  So  far  from  the  facts  being  so,  there  is  a  con- 
stant increase  of  immigration  to  Mexico  from  Europe,  and  it  is  remarked  that 
foreigners  who  come  into  the  republic  seldom  leave  it,  and  never  without  abun- 
dant means. 

The  condition  of  foreigners  in  Mexico  is  so  far  from  being  what  M.  Billault 
asserts  that  it  is,  that  there  occurs  there  what  happens  in  no  other  country, 
which  is,  that  the  condition  of  the  foreigner  is  more  advantageous  than  that  of 
the  Mexican  citizen.  The  most  unjust  and  exaggerated  claims  frequently  receive 
support  at  the  foreign  legations,  and  are  continually  attended  to,  because  the  ulti- 
matum and  the  menace  of  the  naval  squadrons  and  of  war  accompanies  them.  The 
most  insignificant  losses  mount  up  to  fabulous  quantities,  which  are  paid  without 
deduction.  Public  credits,  bought  in  the  market  at  trifling  rates,  are  suddenly 
converted  into  foreign  debt  by  the  mere  fact  of  passing  into  the  hands  of  a  for- 
eigner, and  are  paid  for  at  the  value  on  their  face,  with  their  respective  interest, 
through  the  abuses  which  the  European  agents  have  introduced  into  Mexico  of 
the  diplomatic  conventions,  in  respect  of  which  they  take  care  there  shall  be  no 
failure,  even  in  the  least  particular.  Scandalous  speculations,  such  as  those  of 
Jecker's  bonds,  for  example,  are  concealed  by  the  interested  protection  of  foreign 
ministers,  who  never  rest  until  they  are  converted  into  international  questions 
and  cause  for  war. 

It  is  certain  .there  are  foreigners  who,  by  necessary  consequence  of  the  civil 
war,  have  suffered  some  annoyances,  and  even  damages ;  but  such  have  hap- 
pened to  them  by  force  of  events  which  have  not  been  under  control  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  prevent,  and  not  because  there  was  deliberate  purpose  to  injure 
them.  It  is  no  less  certain  that  the  injuries  they  have  experienced  have  beea 
infinitely  less  than  those  suffered  by  Mexicans,  and  that,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, they  have  been  completely  indemnified,  and  even  superabundantly,  as 
happened  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Ricke,  French  vice-consul  at  Tepic,  who  was  sent 
to  prison  by  Colonel  Rojas,  who  required  from  him  the  sum  of  $11,000.  The 
government  of  Mexico  spontaneously,  and  before  any  communication  was  re- 
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ceiVed  from  the  French  legation  about  the  matter,  decreed  the  dcptitution  of 
command,  and  judicial  action  against  Rosas  for  the  ill  treatment  he  had  given 
, !  Mr.  Ricke,  to  whose  family  he  was  ordered  to  return  the  said  sum  of  $11,000, 
I  and  he  was  ordered  to  pay  a  further  sum  of  820,000  as  indemnity  for  the  inju- 
I     ries  suffered. 

w  Since  the  time  when  the  constitutional  government  of  Mexico,  which,  notwith- 

I      standing  its  urgent  necessities,  has  not  for  a  moment  forgotten  to  attend  to  the 

f      just  complaints  of  persons  who  have  been  injured  by  reason  of  the  civil  war, 

was  sojourning  at  Vera  Cruz,  it  issued,  on  the  17th  of  December,  1860,  a  decree 

by  virtue  of  which  a  fund,  composed  in  part  of  national  property  freed  from 

amortization,  and  other  national  income,  was  devoted  to  the  payment  of  such 

damages,  as  fast  as  they  were  liquidated  by  a  commission  of  three  persons 

established  for  that  purpose.     The  claims  of  foreigners  presented,  until  a  short 

time  ago,  were  numerous,  and  the  list  of  them  is  to  be  found  in  the  memoir 

of  Mr.   Payno.     Some  have  been  already  admitted  and  settled,  others  are 

in  c<)urse,  and  others  have  been  rejected  for  want  of  evidence  and  other  causes. 

The  sum  of  all  the  claims  presented  does  not  exceed  $1,200,000,  and  if  French 

I       jnibjecta  have  not  presented  themselves,  who  may  have  some  rights  to  establish, 

it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Mexican  government,  which  naturally  should  establish 

I      rules  and  settle  the  formalities  necessary  to  making  payment,  because  the  public 

I       treasury  could  not  pay  out  all  the  sums  reclaiiped  from  it  without  further  proof 

than  the  mere  declaration  of  the  parties  interested.     This  shows  that  even  before 

the  French  government  talked  about  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  Frenchmen 

Mexico  had  already  provided  for  their  examination,  liquidation,  and  payment. 

Another  proof  that  it  is  not  true  that  foreigners  are  ill  regarded  in  Mexico  is 
furnished  by  the  fact  that  while  the  French  army  is  committing  all  sorts  of  out- 
rages on  Mexican  territory,  and  is  shedding  the  blood  of  patriotic  Mexicans, 
armed  in  defence  of  the  independence  of  their  country,  peaceable  Frenchmen 
continue  to  enjoy  the  protection  of  the  laws  and  the  exercise  of  their  occupa- 
tions ;  and  the  government  of  Mexico,  far  from  using  the  right  which  it  has  to 
send  them  forth  from  the  national  territory,  has,  on  the  contrary,  issued  orders 
and  circulars  recommending  that  such  protection  should  be  granted  to  French- 
men as  the  Mexican  laws  dispense  to  all  foreigners. 

Civil  war  is  a  terrible  calamity,  from  which  no  nation  can  consider  itself  exempt, 
and  it  appears  to  be  only  a  lash  in  the  hands  of  Providence  with  which  it  chastises 
the  crimes  of  nations,  or  an  inevitable  result  of  those  changes  called  revolutions, 
which  are  needful,  from  time  to  time,  for  that  improvement  and  social  perfection 
towards  which  humanity  is  always  tending,  arid  which  are  always  tenaciously  con- 
travened by  men  who  thrive  on  the  abuses  in  the  existing  order  of  things,  and  in 
partizanship  of  musty  opinions  and  of  the  statu  quo.  When,  therefore,  a  country 
finds  itself  afflicted  by  that  scourge,  other  nations,  in  place  of  reproaching  it  as 
for  a  misadventure  which  scarcely  can  be  imputed  to  it,  and  from  which  it  is 
the  chief  and  principal  sufferer,  in  place  of  availing  themselves  of  the  circum- 
stances to  take  advantages  which  they  could  not  obtain  otherwise,  should  regard 
with  more  indulgence  and  greater  considerateness  a  country  suffering  from  such 
a  war.  What,  then,  shall  we  think  of  a  nation,  such  as  France,  which,  after 
giving  all  its  moral  Influence  to  keeping  up  the  civil  war  in  Mexico  by  sustain- 
ing the  goverament,  so  called,  of  Don  Miguel  Miramon,  who,  without  such  aid, 
would  not  have  been  able  to  maintain  himself  in  the  city  of  Mexico  for  a  single 
month,  is  going  now  to  kindle  anew  that  very  civil  war  that  was  already  extin- 
guished ?  France  is  in  great  part  the  author  of  the  evils  which  afflicted  Mexico 
from  1858  to  1860,  and  after  having  contributed  to  occasion  them,  she  casts 
them  in  the  face  of  the  Mexicans,  and  asks  to  be  indemnified  for  them,  when 
they  were  her  own  work. 
To  insist  that  foreigners  who  are  residents  in  a  country  afflicted  by  civil  war 
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ghould  be  in  the  same  condition  as  those  in  another  country  which  is  in  the 
enjoyment  of  complete  peace  and  tranquillity,  is  to  insist  upon  what  is  im])ossible. 
All,  all  that  can  be  done  is  to  indemnify  them  for  those  injuries  for  which  the 
government  of  the  country  in  which  they  may  reside  may  be  responsible,  and 
nothing  more ;  and  this  is  what  the  government  of  Mexico  has  done  in  the  cases 
which  have  been  laid  before  it.  On  the  other  hand,  the  foreigner  who  goes  to 
settle  himself  in  a  country  afflicted  by  civil  war,  consents  to  expose  himself  to 
the  dangers  consequent  upon  it,  and  cannot  make  reclamation  for  those  which 
may  happen  to  him,  as  he  would  have  no  right  to  claim  for  those  which  he 
would  suffer  if  he  should  lose  his  property  at  sea,  by  shipwreck  or  other  similar 
cause.  He  who  is  settled  in  a  country  on  the  breaking  out  of  civil  war  has 
the  right  to  leave  it  if  he  does  not  choose  to  expose  himself  to  the  natural  con- 
sequences of  such  war.  If  he  remain,  he  consents  to  suffer  such  portion  as 
may  befall  him  of  the  public  misfortune. 

Besides,  the  French  are,  of  the  foreigners  resident  in  Mexico,  those  wlio  have 
the  least  right  to  complain  of  the  evils  they  may  have  suffered  in  consequence 
of  the  civil  war  which  has  afflicted  that  republic,  because  their  number  being 
less  than  of  other  foreigners,  and  having  taken  no  part  in  the  contest,  they  also 
are  they  who  have  suffered  least.  The  French  are  assuredly  the  foreigners*  best 
liked  in  the  country.  Industrious  and  economical,  and  having  affinities  of  opin- 
ions and  inclinations  with  the  larger  portion  of  the  Mexicans,  they  enjoy  the 
sympathy  of  the  people  of  Mexico,  they  live  contentedly  and  are  prosperous. 
They  see  that  their  language  is  understood  by  all  Mexicans  who  have  received 
a  liberal  education ;  that  their  literature  is  read  and  duly  appreciated ;  tliat  their 
great  writers  are  known  and  admired ;  that  their  manufactures  are  used  in  the 
country  in  preference  to  those  of  domestic  fabric  and  to  those  of  other  for- 
eigners ;  that  their  fashions  are  followed,  and  that  they  are  better  received  and 
better  treated  than  in  any  part  of  Europe.  They  have,  I  doubt  not,  been  the 
first  to  disapprove  the  conduct  their  government  is  pursuing  in  Mexico,  so  ad- 
verse to  the  interests  of  French  commerce  in  general,  of  French  residents  in 
that  republic,  and  of  the  French  name  in  Mexico. 

That  M.  Billault  might  be  able  to  draw  the  inference  that  it  is  useless  to 
make  treaties  with  Mexico,  he  lays  down  the  false  premises  that  Mexico  doe« 
not  comply  with  any  of  the  engagements  she  makes.  He  says  that  to  make 
good  the  injuries  suffered  by  the  French,  their  government  had  made  several  con- 
ventions, and  that  all  of  them  have  been  violated  by  Mexico.  This  assevera- 
tion of  M.  Billault  is  in  open  contradiction  of  the  facts  and  of  unimpeachable 
documents. 

It  is  but  a  short  time  since  that  Don  Manuel  Payno,  a  person  to  whom  all  the 
financial  affairs  of  Mexico  arc  familiar,  published  a  memorial  upon  the  financial 
questions  of  the  republic  with  England,  Spain,  and  France,  which  is  nothing 
but  a  compilation  of  official  documents  relative  to  those  questions,  and  which 
work  has  a  semi-official  character  from  having  been  got  up  by  order  of  the  Mexi- 
can government,  which  furnished  the  author  all  the  data  he  needed  to  bring  it 
into  form.  In  this  memorial,  of  which  I  had  opportunely  the  honor  to  send  you 
a  copy,  the  exactness  of  what  I  am  about  to  say  may  be  tested. 

Since  1 839,  in  which  year  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Mexico  and  France 
was  signed,  until  1851,  the  date  of  the  first  French  convention,  that  is  through 
a  period  of  twelve  years,  either  the  French  suffered  no  wrongs,  or,  if  they  suf- 
fered, they  were  promptly  indemnified  for  them,  for  otherwise  how  would  it 
happen  that  their  government  should  not  have  ordered  another  expedition 
against  the  republic  such  as  that  of  Admiral  Boudin,  which  had  no  other  object 
than  to  collect  the  sum  of  8600,000,  which  the  French  government  by  itself  and 
for  itself  estimated  the  claims  of  Frenchmen,  existing  up  to  that  time.  And  be 
it  noted  that  the  convention  of  1851  had  not  for  its  purpose  to  pay  claims  of 
French  subjects  against  the  government  of  Mexico,  but  to  settle  and  guarantee 
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(he  payment  of  a  transaction  between  that  goverament  and  a  Fren 
house.     If,  ill  1851,  there  existed  divers  unsettled  French  clai 
they  not  included  in  that  convention  ?    As  the  second  French  convc 
for  obfect  the  payment  of  a  single  credit,  and  that  of  1853  was  the  hm  ^^ 
was  entered  into  for  the  payment  of  French  claims,  it  follows  that  at  least  four- 
teen years  had  transpired  during  which  French  residents  in  Mexico  had  no  com- 
plaint to  make  against  the  government  of  the  i*epublic,  or,  if  they  had  any,  they 
had  been  immediately  satisfied. 

Respecting  the  pretended  lack  of  fulfilment  of  the  conventions  mentioned,  let 
it  be  permitted  to  me  to  relate  what  has  passed.  The  first  was  signed  the  17th 
December,  1851,  to  settle,  as  I  have  said,  the  payment  of  the  credit  of  a  French 
house,  that  of  Scrment,  P.  Ford  &  Company,  and  gave  as  the  result,  that  in  six 
years  the  capital  and  interest  was  paid  to  the  parties  interested,  who  obtained 
the  benefit  of  ^800,000.  The  second  French  convention  growing  out  of  a  credit 
of  the  house  of  Jecker,  Forre  &  Company,  ended  by  paying  the  parties  interested 
the  whole  credit  they  claimed.  The  credits  comprehended  in  the  third  French 
convention,  signed  the  30th  June,  1853,  amounted  to  $1,374,928  63,  of  which 
sum  tliere  has  been  paid  $1,184,083  60,  and  the  remainder,  $190,854  03,  would 
have  been  already  paid  if  the  French  and  their  allies  had  not  taken  by  force 
of  arms  the  custom-house  of  Vera  Cruz,  which  forms  the  principal  revenue 
of  the  nation,  and  a  portion  of  tlie  product  whereof  was  allotted  for  the  pay- 
ment of  that  debt.  If  this  mathematical  demonstration  were  not  sufficient  to 
prove  whether  the  government  of  Mexico  has  or  has  not  complied  with  the  con- 
ventions which  it  has  made  with  that  of  France,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  reflect, 
in  order  to  know  it,  that  among  the  many  and  diverse  securities  which  the  for- 
mer has  issued  none  have  reached  a  higher  price  in  the  market  than  those 
resting  on  the  French  convention,  notwitlistanding  the  depressing  circumstances 
in  which  the  republic  has  been  placed.  Whilst  the  bonds  and  securities  for  the 
uaiioual  debt  of  Mexico  have  been  selling  at  from  4  to  12  per  cent.,  those  for 
the  debt  contracted  in  London  sold  at  30  to  40,  those  under  the  Engljsli  con- 
vention at  50  to  70,  those  under  the  French  convention  have  run  up  from  90 
to  98,  and  to  par,  precisely,  when  the  country  was  under  the  condition  of 
thorough  civil  war. 

ITiis  slight  analysis  suffices  to  teach  whether  the  accusation  is  true  which 
M.  Billault  fulminates  against  Mexico,  that  she  has  not  complied  with  any  of 
the  treaties  which  she  has  made  with  France.  M.  Billault  also  calls  a  conven- 
tion, and  enumerates  among  those  not  complied  with  by  Mexico,  an  arrange- 
ment which  Admiral  Penaud  made  in  1859  with  the  constitutional  government 
of  the  republic,  in  virtue  of  which  he  says  that  the  eight  per  cent,  on  duties  of 
importation  was  augmented  to  25  per  cent,  assigned  by  the  convention  of  1853 
for  the  payment  of  the  creditors  comprehended  therein.  In  1859  the  armed 
rebellion  against  the  goveniment  of  the  country  had  possessed  itself  of  the 
capital,  and  established  therein  a  mockery  of  government,  which  enjoyed  all  the 
(Sympathies  of  France,  and  which  that  power  hastened  to  acknowledge  as  the 
fole  government  of  the  nation.  She  recognized  it,  however,  in  a  very  singular 
manner;  only  so  far  as  was  to  its  advantage,  and  not  in  anything  which  might 
be  disadvantageous.  Was  it  purposed  to  give  to  it  the  moral  support  of  France  ? 
Then  it  was  the  government  of  Mexico,  and  near  it  resided  the  minister  more 
than  any  engaged  in  sustaining  and  supporting  the  rebels.  The  time  came  for 
calling  for  the  payment  of  the  national  debts,  and  then  the  existCMce  of  such 
government  was  lost  sight  of,  and  the  constitutional  government,  then  resident 
at  Vera  Cruz,  was  resorted  to,  and  squadrons  were  ordered  there,  which  made 
threats  against  it,  to  compel  it  to  fulfil  what,  upon  the  footing  which  i  ranee  had 
placed  herself,  was  an  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  rebels,  and,  what  is  more, 
augmented  the  quota,  already  too  much  increased,  on  the  assignment  made  for 
tlie  payment  of  the  French  credits. 


]9J»  PRESENT   CONDITION    OP     MEXICO. 

The  constitutional  government  of  Mexico,  the  same  on  which  France  is  now 
making  war,  which  was  under  the  necessity  of  making  expenditures,  increased 
and  most  pressing,  for  the  purpose  of  suhduing  the  rebels,  who  took  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  its  position,  disbursing  treasure  which  was  almost  the  price  of  Mexi- 
can blood,  on  the  supposition  that  if  it  could  have  been  disposed  of  to  obtain  the 
pacification  of  the  republic  the  strife  would  have  been  earlier  closed,  not  only 
consented  to  pay  it  to  a  power  which,  as  far  as  it  could,  sustained  its  enemies, 
but  consented  besides  to  an  augmentation  of  the  assignment,  not  with  an  eighth 
per  cent.,  as  M.  Billault  says,  but  with  sixteen  per  cent,  on  the  duties  derived 
from  merchandise  imported  on  vessels  other  than  French. 

To  be  able  duly  to  appreciate  the  sacrifices  which  the  Mexican  government 
has  been  constrained  to  make,  and  the  pecuniary  relation  it  maintains  towards 
the  foreign  powers,  its  creditors,  it  is  useful  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  principal 
revenue  of  the  nation,  perhaps  the  only  effective  one  at  present,  is  formed  by  the 
duties  on  importation  on  foreign  merchandise,  realized  at  the  maritime  custom- 
houses, and  that  from  these  it  only  receives  eight  per  cent,  of  what  is  collected 
upon  merchandise  imported  in  French  vessels,  and  25  per  cent,  on  those  realized 
from  merchandise  imported  in  vessels  of  other  nations,  because  such  duties  are 
distributed  as  follows : 

Frenrh  vessels. 

For  the  French  convention 25  per  100 

For  the  English  convention 29  per  100 

For  the  Spanish  convention 8  per  100 

For  the  debt  contracted  in  London 25  per  100 

For  the  payment  of  arrears 5  per  100 

Part  exempt  which  remains  for  Mexico 8  per  100 


100 


By  vessels  of  other  nations. 


For  the  English  convention 29  per  100 

For  the  French  convention 8  per  100 

For  the  Spanish  convention 8  per  100 

For  the  debt  contracted  in  London 30  per  100 

Part  exempt  which  remains  to  Mexico 26  per  100 

100 

M.  Billault  then  relates,  in  continuation,  that  M.  Saligny  was  sent  to  Mexico, 
that  he  acknowledged  the  existing  government,  that  he  made  with  it  a  fourth 
convention,  which,  like  those  anterior  to  it,  was  also  not  complied  with.  The 
temerity  with  which  Mexico  is  calumniated  is  truly  astounding.  It  is  true  that 
M.  Zarco,  who  was  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  that  republic,  signed  a  con- 
vention with  M.  de  Saligny,  providing  for  the  liquidation  and  payment  of  claims 
of  French  subjects,  a  convention  which  M.  de  Saligny  arranged  as  the  price  of 
his  recognition  of  the  govcniment  of  Mexico;  but  it  is  no  less  true  that  such 
convention  has  not  even  yet  received  the  approval  of  the  Mexican  congress, 
indispensably  requisite  to  its  validity,  and  without  which  it  cannot  be  executed  - 

The  European  agents  in  Mexico  have  introduced  the  abuse  of  making  witlx 
the  government  of  the  republic  arrangements  for  the  payment  of  creditors,  whickm 
from  being  national  are  changed  into  foreign  (international)  by  the  intervention 
of  such  agents,  and  to  these  arrangements  they  gave  the  modest  name  of  di- 
plomatic conventions ;  but  once  being  signed,  they  required  that  they  should  be 
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respected  as  scrupulously  as  a  solemn  treaty,  notwithstanding  they  lacked  the 
requisites  of  such,  because  they  consisted  ordinarily  of  a  simple  protocol,  which 
was  never  submitted  to  the  ratification  of  the  respective  governments.  I'he 
constituent  congress  of  1857,  in  framing  the  existing  constitution  of  the  republic, 
purposed  to  cut  off  these  abuses,  and  enumerating  in  article  72  the  powers  of 
the  congress  of  the  union,  drew  up  section  XIII  in  these  words : 

"  To  approve  the  treaties,  agreements,  or  diplomatic  conventions  which  the 
executive  may  make." 

Among  the  powers  of  the  executive  authority,  enumerated  in  article  85,  is 
found  the  following : 

"  X.  To  direct  diplomatic  negotiations,  to  make  treaties  with  foreign  powers, 
Bnbmitting  them  to  ratification  by  the  federal  congi-ess." 

How  is  it  then  that  M.  Billault,  to  whom  these  decisive  prescriptions  of  the 
fundamental  law  of  Mexico  must  be  familiar,  had  the  courage  to  make  against 
the  republic  the  accusation  of  not  having  complied  with  a  treaty  which  had  not 
been  ratified  ?  For  the  rest,  the  French  government  may  feel  assured  that 
Mexico  will  pay  at  the  cost  of  any  sacrifice  the  credits  which  should  have  en- 
tered into  that  convention. 

The  charge  made  against  Mexico  that  she  has  not  fulfilled  the  treaties  which 
she  has  made  might  be  made  to  recoil  with  more  reason  against  the  imperial 
government.  What  can  her  recent  allies,  England  and  Spain,  say  about  her 
compliance  with  the  prescriptions  of  the  treaty  of  London  of  the  Slst  October, 
1861  ?  What  can  the  whole  world  say,  even  France  herself,  about  compliance 
with  her  stipulations,  no  less  sacred,  in  the  conventions  of  La  Soledad  ? 

M.  Billault,  knowing  the  necessity  there  was  to  support  his  terrible  accusations 
against  Mexico  by  special  cases,  because  the  vagueness  of  those  which  he  had 
made  was  their  surest  refutation,  had  to  recur  to  the  archives  of  England,  very 
likely  because  in  those  of  the  French  government  he  found  nothing  which 
would  prove  such  accusations,  and  even  the  alien  case  which  he  presented  he 
thoroughly  adulterated  it,  and,  thanks  to  the  mean  trick,  succeedea  in  exciting 
the  laughter  of  his  hearers.  He  referred  to  the  money  taken  by  force  from  the 
British  legation  in  Mexico  by  D.  Miguel  Miramon,  in  relation  to  which  one  of 
the  under  secretaries  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  English  government  complained 
in  Parliament  that  the  sum  taken  had  not  been  restored,  notwithstanding  it  had 
been  offered  so  to  do,  and  stated  that  proceedings  having  been  taken  in  that 
city  in  order  to  get  at  the  truth,  the  accused  was  discharged  under  the  plea 
that  no  robbery  was  in  question,  but  merely  a  taking  into  possession.  M.  Bil- 
lault sums  up  (p.  965,  vol.  6)  that  "  he  cites  this  detail  because,  better  than 
general  terms,  it  characterized  the  government  with  which  France  is  obliged 
to  have  these  dealings,  and  because  it  demonstrates  what  are  its  rules  of  conduct, 
and  what  faith  should  be  placed  in  its  promises." 

About  the  close  of  1860  there  were  in  Mexico  in  deposit  at  the  residence  of 
the  British  legation  $660,000  of  the  money  which  the  constitutional  government, 
then  resident  at  Vera  Cruz,  had  paid  on  account  of  the  debt  contracted  in  Lon- 
don. Don  Miguel  Miramon  and  Don  Leonardo  Marquez,  who  had  usurped  the 
public  authority,  were  already  on  the  eve  of  being  thrust  out  from  the  capital, 
and  before  the  forces  of  the  government  drove  them  away  from  it,  they  forcibly 
took  the  money  in  deposit  at  the  English  legation,  of  which  a  great  part  was 
H8<'d  in  making  war  upon  the  constitutional  government  itself. 

The  British  government,  as  appears  from  the  note  of  its  charge  d'affaires,  of 
which  1  send  copy  among  the  adjoined  documents,  did  not  consider  the  consti- 
tutional government  guilty  of  this  seizure,  nor  the  Mexican  people,  who,  according 
to  the  expression  of  Mr.  Mathew,  "are  innocent,  and  were  simply  spectators  of 
the  outrages  committed  by  the  former  guilty  leaders  in  that  capital."  It  appears, 
therefore,  that  the  outrage  was  committed  by  armed  rebels,  legitimate  represent- 
atives of  what  France  has  takeu  to  calling  "  the  sound  portion  of  the  population 
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of  iUexico;"  and,  more  than  this,  that  one  of  the  principalB  guilty  of  this  crime, 
the  traitor  Mai-quee,  is  now  the  ally  and  companion  in  arms  of  the  French, 
who  have  invaded  the  Mexican  territory.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  Mexi- 
can goveniment  agreed  to  pay  the  sum  taken  from  the  British  legation,  and 
if  up  to  this  time  it  has  not  been  able  to  make  the  payment,  it  has  been 
because  it  has  been  under  physical  impossibility  to  do  so,  from  the  absolute 
lack  of  resources  with  which  it  has  had  to  contend,  principally  since  the 
time  when  the  allies  forcibly  took  its  principal  revenue.  At  the  same  time 
the  Mexican  government  took  measures  to  bring  to  justice  the  authors  of  the 
outrage  referred  to,  in  order  to  make  them  answer  with  their  property  for 
the  money  they  had  taken.  The  judge  of  first  instance  in  Mexico,  who  con- 
ducted the  proceeding,  declared,  founding  himself  on  the  interpretation,  good 
or  bad,  of  the  civil  law  which  rules  in  the  republic,  which  is,  with  slight  modifi- 
cations, the  Spanish  law,  which,  as  well  as  the  French,  recognizes  as  its  basis 
the  Roman  civil  law,  that  the  taking  out  of  this  money  had  been  a  taking  into 
possession,  and  not  a  robbery ;  but  such  declaration  in  nowise  alters  or  les-sens 
the  interests  of  England,  because  she  will  not  for  that  allow  herself  to  be  paid 
one  cent  less  of  what  she  claims.  It  produced,  however,  the  effect  of  leaving 
unpunished  Don  Isidro  Diaz,  one  of  the  accomplices  in  that  outrage,  and  one  of 
the  bitterest  enemies  of  the  constitutional  government,  and  one  of  the  persons 
who  did  the  most  haim  to  the  country  while  the  insurgents  occupied  the  capital, 
and  whom  the  government  of  Mexico  could  take  no  interest  in  saving.  Is  it 
Bupposable,  then,  that  the  government  of  Mexico  favored  and  even  dictated 
such  declaration  in  order  to  avoid  obligations  contracted,  when  by  it  it  is  not 
freed  from  payment,  and  when,  perhaps,  it  most  regrets  the  judicial  sentence. 
Such  a  judgment  once  pronounced  and  confirmed  by  the  court  of  appeal,  no- 
thing remained  for  the  Mexican  government  to  do,  because  this  government,  which 
Mr.  liillault  makes  such  efforts  to  discredit,  acts  under  obligations  imposed  by  the 
laws  of  the  country,  and  complies  therewith,  to  respect  the  independence  of  the 
judicial  authority,  leaving  the  judges  at  full  liberty  to  decide  as  they  deem 
most  correct,  and  each  judge  has  a  tribunal  before  which  he  may  be  called  in 
case  it  is  thought  that  he  has  decided  against  law.  If  M.  Biliault,  judging  from 
what  is  passing  in  France,  thinks  these  principles  strange,  much  as  Mexico  may 
lament  the  imperial  displeasure  with  her  institutions,  it  will  not  be  sufficient  to 
cause  her  to  change  them,  because  they  are  the  most  efficient  for  the  protection 
of  individual  rights,  and  are  those  adopted  by  cFvilized  nations. 

It  follows,  then,  that  the  case  cited  by  M.  Biliault  to  demonstrate  what  are 
the  rules  of  conduct  of  the  Mexican  government,  and  what  faith  can  be  placed 
in  her  promises,  has  nothing  to  reproach  it  with,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that 
there  would  be  enough  for  every  impartial  person  to  form  a  very  favorable 
opinion  of  that  government ;  and  this  is  not  the  only  case  in  which  M.  Biliault 
attributes  to  the  government  of  Mexico,  with  a  malice  of  which  there  are  few 
examples,  defects  which  absolutely  cannot  be  imputed  to  it. 

Having  exhausted  recourse  to  the  supposed  want  of  faith  of  the  governments 
of  Mexico,  and  always  with  the  intention  of  inculcating  the  idea  that  it  is  use- 
less to  treat  with  them,  M.  Biliault  makes  the  charge  against  them  that  they 
are  ephemeral,  inasmuch  as  more  than  fifty  have  succeeded  each  other  in  less 
than  thirty  years,  and  that  the  country  is  in  anarchy.  Shutting  out  of  view 
that  this  consideration,  even  supposing  it  true,  would  not  lead  to  the  object  for 
which  M.  Biliault  adduced  it,  (since  it  is  not  because  governments  frequently 
succeed  each  other  in  Mexico  that  national  responsibilities  are  ignored,  nor  that 
one  fails  to  comply  with  obligations  which  others  have  contracted,  so  long  as 
they  be  governments  properly  such,  and  not  mere  factions  giving  themselves 
the  name,)  it  is  very  remarkable  that  the  French  government  should  be  that 
which  throws  in  the  face  of  Mexico  its  ephemeral  governments  and  its  fre- 
quent changes.     Without  doubt  M.  Biliault  does  not  recollect  that  in  less  than 
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tty  years  France  overthrew  a  monarchy  of  twenty  centuries,  and  raised  up  a 
public  stained  with  the  purest  blood  of  France ;  that  after  the  republic  she 
tablished  the  consulate;  after  the  consulate  the  empire;  and  had  since  re- 
tablished,  although  not  without  the  assistance  of  foreigners,  the  ancient 
onarchy,  which  she  afterwards  changed  for  one  of  newer  date,  which  to  divine 
ght  opposed  the  doctrine  of  popular  sovereignty;  that  she  made  a  citizen 
ing ;  became  tired  of  him  ;  made  him  leave  France  and  abdicate  his  throne ;  that 
le  returned  to  the  republic,  wearied  of  the  republic,  and  returned  again  to  the 
npire,  and  no  one  knows  what  she  will  establish  to-morrow. 

The  changes  in  Mexico  do  not  go  aliead  of  those  which  have  taken  place  in 
'ranee.  Only  once  have  we  passed  from  the  monarchy  to  the  republic,  although 
'ranee  is  now  engaged  in  making  us  try  to  change  a  second  time.  There  are 
«t  in  the  republic  more  than  two  parties— one  favoring  ideas  of  progress,  and 
be  other  in  favor  of  ideas  of  retrogression.  The  first  connects  with  its  pro- 
;ramme  the  federative  form  as  the  more  effective  guarantee  in  behalf  of  the 
deas  which  it  proclaims ;  the  other  prefei-s  the  centralizing  form  as  the  means 
Dost  efficacious  for  development  of  its  tendencies.  The  contests  already  had 
•n  the  fields  of  battle,  or  at  the  ballot-boxes,  have  been  between  these  two  par- 
ies only.  The  triumph  of  the  one  carries  with  it  that  of  the  federation ;  the 
riumph  of  the  other  brings  centralism.  For  the  last  thirty  years  the  federation 
18  been  twice  supplanted,  and  as  often  re-established ;  and  centralism  has  also 
ien  overthrown  and  re-established  as  often,  which  gives  a  total  of  four  changes 

thirty  years.  On  the  other  hand,  Mexico  is  the  first  which  suffers,  and 
bich  suffers  most  from  such  changes.  It  has  already  resolved  not  to  repeat 
cm,  and  certainly  it  is  not  the  way  to  prevent  them  to  set  about  promoting 
ber  new  changes. 

M-  Billault  goes  on  enumerating  the  wrongs  which,  he  says,  Mexico  has  done  to 
"ance,  and  mentions  as  the  chief  the  passage  of  the  law  of  the  17th  July,  1861, 
lich  suspended  for  two  years  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  Mexico,  including  the 
plomatic  conventions.  Enough  has  already  been  said  upon  the  hard  necessity 
which  Mexico  found  herself  for  adopting  this  measure,  springing  out  of  the  duty 
self-preservation,  which  is  superior  to  the  obligation  to  pay  debts  The  princi- 
*  and  the  fact«  upon  which  such  law  was  based  are  scarcely  recognized  by  M. 
llault  when  he  says  (page  966,  vol.  1)  that  "it  is  evident  that  in  the  state  of 
nihilation  in  which  Mexico  finds  herself,  it  is  entirely  impossible  to  obtain 
yments  in  cash  and  immediate  pecimiary  compensations/'  M.  Saligny  had 
ne  the  same  before ;  but  finding  in  this  measure  the  pretext  which  they  had 
ig  been  seeking  to  break  with  the  government  of  Mexico,  he  hastened,  on  this 
pposition,  to  avail  himself  of  it. 

The  diplomatic  agent  of  the  English  government  in  Mexico  recognized  too  how 
Bat  was  the  necestity  and  the  suitableness  of  the  measure  two  months  before 
was  adopted,  when  in  his  despatch  to  Lord  Russell  of  the  12th  March,  1861, 
o.  7  of  the  first  part  of  the  correspondence  presented  to  the  British  Parlia- 
;nt,)  he  says:  "  The  most  imminent  peril,  however,  to  Mexico,  and  one  which 
11  equally  press  upon  any  future  as  on  the  present  government,  is  the  de- 
)rable  state  of  its  finances."  •  •  •  «  xhe  bondholders 

ght,  perhaps,  save  their  capital  by  submitting  to  a  temporary  suspension  of 
«re8t." 

M.  Billault  relates  that  the  Emperor  fully  approved  the  conduct  of  M. 
Jigny,  who  had  suspended  relations  between  France  and  Mexico,  in  conse- 
ence  of  the  passage  of  the  aforesaid  law,  in  which  he  falls  into  a  slight  mis- 
ce,  because,  as  M.  Saligny  held  the  purpose  not  to  renew  those  relations,  he 
I  not  suspend  them,  but  broke  them  off  at  once,  as  appears  from  the  annex, 
K  16,  to  my  note  to  this  department  of  21st  September,  1861,  and  that  the 
nister  of  foreign  relations  ordered  the  minister  of  France  in  Mexico,  in  his' 
spatch  of  5th  September,  1861,  to  present  to  the  Mexican  government  an 
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ultimatum,  in  which  he  should  ask  no  more  than  the  abrogation  of  the  law  of 
the  17th  July.  In  this  M.  Billault  falls  into  another  mistake,  because,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  text  of  the  despatch  cited  from  M.  Thouvenel,  of  which  I  send 
a  copy  among  the  annexed  documents,  M.  Saligny  was  forewarned  that  he 
must  exact,  besides  the  abrogation  of  the  law  of  the  17th  July,  the  establish- 
ment of  French  intervention  in  the  maritime  custom-houses  which  Mexico  has 
at  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico.  whose  agents  would  exercise  a  species  of  super- 
vision over  the  Mexican  employds. 

If  the  abrogation  of  the  law  of  July  17  was  all  that  the  French  government 
asked  in  order  to  resume  relations  with  Mexico,  why  were  they  not  re-established 
when  the  government  of  that  republic  abrogated  the  law  referred  to  by  decree 
of  the  23d  of  November  following,  of  which  I  sent  a  copy  to  the  department 
(No  7)  with  my  note  of  24th  of  January  of  the  current  year?  If  the  demands 
of  theFrench  government  were  reduced  to  what  M.  Billault  asserts,  how  can  it 
be  reconciled  with  the  fact  that  on  the  4th  September,  1861,  that  is  one  day 
before  the  date  of  the  despatch  of  the  minister  of*  foreign  affairs  in  France  to  his 
minister  in  Mexico,  the  first  should  have  said  to  the  Mexican  minister  at  Paris 
that  he  would  not  receive  any  explanations,  and  that  "  he  had  given  orders  that 
a  squadron  should  go  to  Mexico  to  demand  satisfaction,"  taking  recourse  to  active 
movements  and  even  to  war,  even  before  knowing  if  the  conditions  demanded  for 
the  renewal  of  relations  were  accepted  or  not  in  Mexico  ? — (Annexed  No.  7  to 
my  note  to  the  department  of  2l8t  September,  1861.)  flow  is  to  be  explained 
that,  in  another  despatch  of  M.  Thouvenel  to  M.  Saligny  of  the  30th  October 
following,  of  which  I  also  send  a  copy,  before  knowing  whether  the  goveni- 
ment  of  Mexico  accepted  or  not  the  French  ultimatum,  it  was  said  to  her  that 
the  government  of  the  Emperor  "was  resolved  to  adopt  hostilities  at  the  begin- 
ning? 

But  if  the  French  government  made  it  appear  that  it  only  demanded  from 
Mexico  the  abrogation  of  the  law  aforesaid  to  resume  friendly  relations,  M. 
Saligny  did  not  conceal  his  resolution  to  act  so  that  such  arrangement  should . 
be  entirely  impracticable.  On  receiving  the  instructions  of  the  5th  Septem- 
ber, he  added  to  them  by  including  in  his  ultimatum  other  demands,  wholly 
inadmissible,  in  order  to  make  such  arrangement  impossible.  In  a  letter 
which  he  wrote  to  General  Serrano  the  22d  November,  1861,  of  which  I  send 
a  copy  with  the  annexed  documents,  he  said,  in  reference  to  what  the  British  lega- 
tion had  already  arranged  with  the  Mexican  government,  "  but  the  French  legation 
is  still  further  than  ever  from  an  arrangement,  and  apart  from  the  question  to  which 
the  orders  refer  and  which  I  have  received  from  the  Emperor,  and  which  here 
they  refuse  to  admit,"  (the  abrogation  already  of  said  law  already  conceded,) 
**  fresh  incidents  are  arising  even  more  serious  than  those  which  occurred  in  the 
month  of  August,  and  which  make  my  continuance  in  this  capital  impossible." 
I  will  afterwards  speak  of  those  more  serious  incidents,  which  are  of  character 
such  that  not  even  M.  Billault  had  perhaps  audacity  enough  to  mention,  in  re- 
feiTing  to  the  wrongs  which  he  says  France  has  endured  in  Mexico. 

If,  then,  the  government  of  Mexico  acceded  to  what  was  required  of  it  by 
that  of  France,  how  is  it  to  be  explained  that  a  cause  which  no  longer  exists 
continues  figuring  as  one  of  the  principal  motives  which  have  induced  the  Em- 
peror to  make  war  on  that  republic  ?  Is  it  fair  in  M.  Billault  not  to  mention 
that  the  law  of  17th  July,  which  he  considers  so  offensive  to  France,  was  very 
soon  abrogated? 

As  another  reason  in  justification  of  the  war,  M.  Billault  alleges  the  majesty 
of  the  French  flag ;  he  said  that  the  Emperor  esteemed  it  very  highly,  and  de- 
clared that  he  wished  it  might  be  known  as  well  in  the  old  world  as  in  the  new, 
that  that  flag  is  as  sacred  as  the  most  so,  and  that  whoever  holds  himself  so 
proudly  as  to  touch  it  shall  suffer  merited  chastisement."  Although  it  is  very 
just  and  natural  that  France  should  highly  esteem  her  flag  and  not  suffer  it  to 
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be  outraged  with  impunity,  I  confess  I  have  not  been  able  to  comprehend  the 
relation  this  has  to  the  Alexicau  question,  since  that  republic  has  not  touched 
the  French  flag  nor  insulted  its  majesty,  nor  given  to  France  any  reasonable 
ground  of  complaint.  If  the  Emperor  so  highly  esteems  the  French  flag,  it 
woald  be  well  that  he  should  not  degrade  it  by  employing  it  to  shelter  traitors, 
to  kindle  and  encourage  civil  wars  in  foreign  countries,  and  in  provoking  wars 
as  notoriously  unjust  as  the  present,  which  is  so  highly  rebuked  by  pubHc  opin- 
ion in  Europe  as  it  is  in  America. 

For  the  purpose  of  justifying  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  French  govern- 
ment of  recurring  to  force  for  reasons  so  little  satisfactory  as  I  have  referred  to, 
M.  Billault  said  that  England  and  Spain,  which  also  had  endured  wrongs  from 
Mexico,  had  adopted  the  same  resolution ;  that  the  United  States  had  adopted  it  in 
the  war  which  they  made  on  Mexico  in  1846  and  1847,  and  that  the  Presidents 
of  this  country  have  proclaimed  in  their  annual  messages  a  policy  of  action 
and  of  occupation,  and  cites  a  fragment  of  a  message  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  of  the 
6th  December,  1858,  in  which  he  proposed  to  Congress  the  occupation  of  the 
frontier  states  of  Mexico  by  forces  of  the  United  States,  on  the  supposition  that 
the  people  of  the  territory  occupied  would  receive  with  gratitude  such  protec- 
tion; and  further  on,  another  from  the  message  of  the  19th  December,  1859,  in 
which,  after  giving  a  very  sad  picture  of  the  situation  of  Mexico,  he  said  that 
republic  was  a  ship  floating  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves;  tha  tthe  United  States, 
as  good  neighbors,  ought  to  help  it  as  pilots,  and  if  they  did  not  somebody  else 
would  come  to  do  it. 

The  political  party  in  the  United  States  which  for  thirty  years  ruled  the 
destinies  of  the  nation,  by  identifying  its  existence  with  that  of  an  institution 
regarded  with  horror  by  civilized  nations,  directed  all  its  energies  to  securing 
and  spreading  the  existence  of  such  institution,  without  halting  at  the  means. 
For  this  end  it  desired  the  acquisition  of  all  the  territory  possible  in  which 
the  labor  of  negroes  could  be  acclimated,  and  to  obtain  this  made,  in  1846  and 
1847,  on  Mexico,  a  war  which  history  has  characterized  as  unjust,  and  which 
has  produced  the  ill  result  of  extending  slavery  over  several  thousand  square 
leagues.  With  the  same  object  President  Buchanan  proposed  to  Congress,  in 
two  of  his  annual  messages,  the  military  occupation  of  the  northern  frontier  of 
Mexico.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States,  looking  upon  the  measure  as  an 
infraction  of  established  order  with  that  disregard  which  it  deserved,  did  not  even 
take  it  under  consideration.  Happily  for  the  cause  of  humanity,  the  people  of 
the  United  States  withdrew  their  confidence  in  1860  from  that  political  party, 
by  which  act  they  showed  that  they  disapproved  its  ideas  and  tendencies,  and 
confided  their  destinies  to  men  who  proclaimed  very  different  principles.  That 
unjustifiable  policy,  rejected  by  the  people  and  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  is  that  which  M.  Billault  is  now  extolling,  and  which  the  goveniment  of 
the  Emperor  sanctions  and  adopts  as  his.  Tlie  Amercan  nations  which  have 
regarded  with  the  highest  satisfaction  the  change  which  occurred  in  this  country 
in  March,  1861,  because  it  is  eouivalent  to  the  abandonment  and  condemnation 
of  a  policy  which  threatened  tne  absorption  of  all,  will  be  doubly  alarmed  on 
seeing  that  the  policy  rejected  here  is  adopted  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
who  may  develop  it  without  those  obstacles  which  it  met  here  in  the  opposi- 
tion made  to  it  by  the  party  which  repudiated  it. 

The  opinion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  whether  sincere  or  expressed  only  to  pre- 
po»ses*s  Congress  favorably  towards  the  proposed  measure,  that  the  people  of 
the  places  which  were  to  be  occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States  would 
look  upon  the  occupation  with  pleasure,  proves  nothing  in  behalf  of  the  truth 
of  that  rash  assertion.  The  Mexican  people  love  as  much  as  any  its  indepen- 
dence and  its  national  honor,  and  has  no  wish  to  be  conquered,  annihilated,  or 
protected  by  any  nation  in  the  world.  If  Mr.  Buchanan  could  have  put  his 
counsels  in  practice,  his  soldiers  would  have  encountered  in  the  Mexican  terri- 
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tory  the  like  resistance  which  the  expedition  of  Count  Raousset  de  Boulhon 
against  Sonora  met  in  1854 — the  like  which  Walker  would  have  met  if  he  had 
gone  there — the  like  which  the  arms  of  the  Emperor  are  now  encountering. 

Now  that  the  French  government  is  so  inclined  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
United  States,  as  M.  Billault  gives  us  to  understand,  why  has  it  not  imitated 
that  given  by  the  present  administration,  which,  on  being  invited  by  the  allies 
to  give  its  adhesion  to  the  treaty  of  London,  replied  (note  of  the  department  to 
the  representatives  in  Washington  of  Spain,  France  and  England,  December  4, 
1861,  published  with  the  message  of  the  President  upon  the  actual  condition  of 
Mexico,  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives  April  1 4,  1862,)  that  **it  is  true, 
as  the  high  contracting  parties  assume,  that  the  United  States  have,  on  their 
part,  claims  to  urge  against  Mexico,  upon  due  consideration,  however,  the 
President  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  seek  satisfaction  of  their 
claims  at  this  time  through  an  act  of  accpssion  to  the  convention.  Among  the 
reasons  for  this  decision  which  the  undersigned  is  authorized  to  assign  are,  first, 
•  •  •  •  •  Second,  Mexico  being  a  neighbor  of  the  United  States  on  this 
continent,  and  possessing  a  system  of  government  similar  to  our  own  in  many 
of  its  important  features,  the  United  States  habitually  cherish  a  decided  good 
will  towards  that  republic,  and  a  lively  interest  in  its  security,  prosperity  and 
welfare.  Animated  by  these  sentiments,  the  United  States  do  not  feel  inclined 
to  resort  to  forcible  remedies  for  their  claims  at  the  present  moment  when  the 
government  of  Mexico  is  deeply  disturbed  by  factions  within,  and  war  with 
foreign  nations,  and  of  course  the  same  sentiments  render  them  still  more  disin- 
clined to  allied  war  against  Mexico  than  to  war  to  be  urged  against  her  by 
themselves  alone." 

Thus,  then,  the  French  government  has  two  examples  for  imitation  from  the 
United  States  relative  to  Mexico :  the  first,  offspring  of  a  policy  without  scru- 
ples, of  which  the  world  has  already  judged,  and  the  other  bom  of  a  political 
forecast,  disinterested,  humane  and  generous.  She  selects  the  first,  and  that 
fact  alone  will  suffice  to  let  the  world  know  what  it  may  expect  from  the  man 
who  endeavors  to  control  the  destinies  of  the  world,  and  whose  mad  ambition 
caused  intermeddling  in  affairs  in  which  no  one  is  able  to  discover  what  intercut 
France  can  have. 

For  the  rest,  Mr.  Billault  exhibits  in  this  matter  very  little  judgment  and 
great  superficiality  of  character,  because,  in  presenting  to  Mr.  Favre,  whose 
democratic  republican  opinions  are  well  known,  the  example  of  a  democratic  re- 
publican government  which  has  made  an  unjust  war  on  Mexico,  and  which  has 
counselled  a  filibustering  policy,  he  commits  the  indiscretion  of  showing  the 
parallelism  of  that  notoriously  unjust  war  with  that  which  France  is  now 
waging  with  Mexico,  and  of  placing  on  the  safe  footing  the  policy  proposed  by 
one  of  the  authors  of  the  Ostend  manifesto,  with  that  which  the  Emperor  is  now 
pursuing  in  Mexico. 

As  little  does  the  fact  that  England  and  Spain  should  have  thought  proper  to 
recur  to  hostilities  prove  any  thing  in  favor  of  the  justice  of  the  war,  because, 
besides  the  reason  for  such  determinations,  was  the  wish  not  to  leave  France 
alone  in  part,  and  on  the  other  hand,  inexact  information,  as  appeared  after- 
wards, France  is  not  in  respect  of  Mexico  in  the  same  position  as  England  and 
Spain.  Each  of  these  powers  have  in  the  republic  larger  interests  and  a  greater 
number  of  subjects  than  France.  Mexico  owes  to  both  considerable  amounts, 
whilst  to  France  she  owes  no  admitted  and  liquidated  credits  since  the 
8190,854  03,  which  was  lacking  to  satisfy  the  French  convention,  and  other 
trifling  sums  owing,  the  government  of  the  Emperor  has  already  taken  from  the 
custom-house  at  Vera  Cruz,  and,  with  that  sum  other  amounts  for  which  France 
is  now  debtor  to  Mexico,  besides  the  great  injuries  which  have  been  occasioned 
to  her  through  the  unjust  war  which  she  is  making,  and  which  already  cousti- 
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tntes  a  credit  in  favor  of  Mexico  that  will  mount  up  to  several  millions  of 
dollars. 

For  this  reason  the  greatest  surprise  was  caused  to  those  who  knew  how  small 
the  interests  were  which  France  had  in  Mexico,  by  the  knowledge  that  this 
power  was  going  to  make  war  on  that  republic  when  it  had  not  even  a  pretense 
for  doing  lio.  The  sum  owing  from  Mexico  to  French  subjects  was  so  insignifi- 
cant that  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  in  a  despatch  which  he  addressed  to  Lord  Russell 
the  25th  June,  1861,  (No.  12  of  the  first  part  of  the  documents  laid  before 
Parliament,)  in  which  was  suggested  the  occupation  of  the  principal  Mexican 
ports  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  by  English  vessels  of  war,  said : 

"  The  French  have  only  a  small  debt  of  $190,000  to  recover,  which  is  being 
chiefly  paid  off  by  25  per  cent,  of  the  import  duties  levied  at  Vera  Cruz  on 
cargoes  brought  in  French  ships."  •  •  •  «« j  mention  these  obligations  to 
foreign  governments  because  they  would  gladly  see  our  occupation  of  these 
ports,  from  a  knowledge  that,  under  our  administration,  justice  would  be  awarded 
to  all,  and  that  the  money  thus  collected  would  be  fairly  distributed  among  the 
various  claimants." 

Shortly  afterwards,  in  another  despatch  of  the  26th  July,  1861,  (No.  18  of 
the  first  parti  of  the  documents  cited,)  on  giving  an  account  to  his  government 
of  the  passage  of  the  law  of  the  17th  of  the  month  of  July,  and  of  the  course 
be  had  observed  on  that  occasion,  Sir  Charles  Wyke  said  to  Earl  Russell : 

"M.  de  Saligny,  the  French  minister  here,  has  acted  in  concert  with  me 
throughout  this  aifair,  and  although  the  interests  he  has  to  defend  are  trifling  in 
comparison  to  ours,  he  has  used  even  stronger  language  than  I  have,  for  he  does 
not  merely  suspend,  but  actually  breaks  off,  all  official  intercourse  with  the  gov- 
ernment unless  they  rescind  the  decree  of  the  17th  instant." 

In  speaking  afterwards,  in  his  despatch  of  October  28,  1861,  (No.  89  of  the 
first  part  of  the  documents  cited,)  of  an  arrangement  which  was  to  be  concluded 
irith  the  Mexican  government,  and  which  was  drafted  under  the  Zamacona- 
Wjke  treaty  of  the  1st  November  following,  he  said : 

"  As  the  interest  due  on  the  French  convention  is  a  mere  trifle  m  comparison 
to  ours,  I  have  strongly  urged  this  government  to  satisfy  the  just  reclamations 
of  the  French  legation  with  respect  to  its  suspension,  and  they  have  assured  me 
that  they  will  use  their  best  efforts  to  come  to  some  satisfactory  arrangement  of 
this  question  with  M.  de  Saligny." 

A  slight  glance  at  the  credits  by  Mexico  in  favor  of  France  is  enough  to 
show  that  Sir  Charles  Wyke  was  right  in  his  estimates.  According  to  the  com- 
putation made  by  31r.  Payno,  in  his  work  cited,  Mexico  dwed  to  British  subjects 
$69,311,657  81;  to  Spanish  subjects,  $9,461,986  29;  to  French  subjects, 
$2,859,917.  In  the  last  amount  is  included  the  portion  which  the  Mexican 
government  believed  ought,  in  justice,  to  be  paid  upon  the  Jecker  business,  the 
indemnities  due  to  French  subjects  for  losses  suffered  through  the  revolution, 
the  claims  of  the  same  pending  the  proof  and  liquidation,  and  for  interest  which 
would  have  to  be  added  to  some  of  the  credits. 

If  Mexico  owes  the  smallest  sum  to  French  subjects,  it  is  to  them,  without 
question,  that  she  has  paid  proportionably  much  larger  sums.  From  the  memoir 
cited  there  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  British  subjects  836,193,473  65;  to 
Spanish  subjects,  81,238,240  77 ;  to  French  subjects,  $4,086,364  97. 

France,  then,  is  the  most  favored  of  the  foreign  nations — that  which  has 
leai^t  motive,  and  still  less  pretext,  to  make  war  on  Mexico. 

The  principle  being  settled  that  France  was  under  the  necessity,  according  to 
M.  Billault's  language,  to  recur  to  hostilities  against  Mexico,  the  orator  passes  to 
the  examination  of  the  manner  in  which  such  hostilities  should  be  earned  into 
execution.  He  says  that  occupation  of  the  ports  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico, 
and  the  appropriation  of  the  products  of  the  custom  houses  existing  at  those 
ports,  was  altogether  inefficient ;  that  there  was  the  example  of  more  energetic 
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proceedings — that  of  the  United  States,  which,  in  1847,  "did  not  stop  at  the 
custom-houses  on  the  frontiers,  but  marched  diri?ctly  upon  Mexico,  occupied  it, 
and  obtained  the  reparation  which  they  had  gone  to  seek ;"  but  that  on  reaching 
Mexico  now,  "  France  would  find  a  government  without  solidity,  without  integ- 
rity, incapable  of  giving  immediate  satisfaction,  and  in  whose  promises  of  giving 
it  on  extended  terms  no  reliance  could  be  had  ;  that  to  treat  with  a  government 
so  ephemeral,  and  to  withdraw,  would  be  utterly  useless,  because,  in  the  st^ite 
of  annihilation  in  which  Mexico  is,  it  is  evident  that  it  is  completely  impossible 
to  obtain  payment  in  cash  and  immediate  pecuniary  reparation;"  and  that  "to 
obtain  heavy  reparation,  it  was  necessary  to  do  two  things :  first,  to  give  that 
country  a  wide  term  for  consideration ;  and,  secondly,  to  allow  that  she  would 
give  herself  a  substantial  government.**  This  reasoning,  which  has  no  solidity, 
because  it  rests  on  statements  entirely  false,  as  the  imaginary  want  of  integrity, 
want  of  power  of  the  governments  of  Mexico,  falsified  by  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  paid  up  the  French  conventions,  was  set  up  with  the  purpose  only 
of  presenting  aa  consequential  and  rational  the  conduct  of  France.  It  is  said 
that  it  is  useless  to  treat  with  the  governments  of  Mexico  in  their  present 
form,  because  from  thence  may  grow  the  nccessjty  of  subverting  this  and  estab- 
lishmg  another  new  one.  If  it  is  imderstood  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
country,  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  immediate  pecuniary  payments,  and,  not- 
withstanding such  payments  have  been  required  from  the  actual  government, 
and  M.  de  Saligny  asked  in  the  ultimatum  which  he  drew  up  at  Vera  Cruz  in 
January  last,  by  express  orders  from  his  government,  the  immediate  payment  of 
these  sums,  one  of  which  alone  amounted  to  $12,000,000.  The  example  of  what 
the  United  States  have  done  in  Mexico  becomes  inappropriate,  and  in  this  respect 
is,  besides,  inexact.  The  United  States  would, not  have  obtained  from  Mexico 
the  reparations  which  they  went  there  to  seek  were  it  not  that  Mr.  Billault  calls 
reparations  what  was  most  flagrant  injustice.  Abusing  their  strength,  they  took 
possession  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory.  But  they  made 
war  on  Mexico  more  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  nations  than  that  which  the 
French  are  now  waging.  They  were  not  for  overthrowing,  before  all  things 
else,  the  established  government,  but  respected  that  which  they  found  in  the 
country,  and  treated  with  it.  But  if  the  argument  of  Mr.  Billault  does  not  justify, 
it  explains  the  conduct  of  France.  To  give  to  Mexico  a  long  term  for  delibera- 
tion means  to  prolong  indefinitely  the  military  occupation  of  its  territory.  To 
force  a  change  of  government  under  such  circumstances  is  to  impose  one  upon 
it  by  means  of  foreign  bayonets,  besides  being  an  attempt  to  palliate,  by  futile 
considerations,  the  realities  of  things.  This  is  what,  from  the  beginning,  I  have 
been  saying,  in  my  communications  to  your  department,  France  was  trying  to 
do  in  Mexico,  and  this  is  what,  at  last,  has  been  avowed  by  that  government. 
M.  Billault,  who  understands  the  inconveniencies  of  governments  imposed  by 
foreign  bayonets,  hastens  to  answer  the  objections  against  that  which  France 
intends  to  create  in  Mexico,  and,  admitting  that  "  such  governments  have  neither 
power  nor  stability,**  he  attempts  to  make  us  believe  that  the  establishment  of 
that  which  is  in  project  for  Mexico  would  be  the  spontaneous  act  of  the  people 
of  the  republic.  If  the  imperial  government  believed  in  its  theories ;  if  it  is 
persuaded  that  all  governments  are  in  Mexico  ephemeral,  disloyal,  and  power- 
less ;  and  if  it  does  not  wish  to  imj  ose  any  upon  that  country  because  goveru- 
eniments  imposed  by  foreign  bayonets  have  neither  power  nor  stability,  and  be- 
cause "  it  is  contrary  to  the  origin,  the  interests,  and  the  principles  of  the  Em- 
peror to  impose  any  government  whatever  on  the  Mexican  people,*'  as  his  Ma- 
jesty said  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  General  Lorencez  in  June  last,  and  of 
which  I  send  a  copy,  what  would  he  gain  by  promoting  an  exchange  from  which 
there  could  not  result  anything  better  than  the  order  of  things  now  existing, 
which  has  been  already  establii^hed,  not  only  without  the  influence,  but  more 
than  that,  without  the  military  display  of  foreign  force  ?     On  the  other  hand, 
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how  reconcile  the  assurances  given  by  the  Emperor  in  his  said  letter  with  the 
condnct  of  Lieutenant  Royes,  commanding  the  French  gunboat  L*Eclair,  who 
went  and  imposed  the  so-called  government  of  Almonte  on  the  governors  of  the 
States  of  Campeachy  and  Tabasco,  by  menacing  them  to  compel  the  recognition 
by  force,  if  they  did  not  accept  it  spontaneously,  as  appears  by  the  official  com- 
munications, which  I  sent  annexed  to  my  notes  to  the  department  of  the  31st 
July  and  1 6th  September  last  past. 

M.  Billault  adds,  following  out  his  imaginary  theoiy,  that  there  are  two 
hypotheses  :  either  Mexico  is  entirely  lost  to  political  existence  and  civilization, 
and  then  there  remains  nothing  but  to  avenge  injuries  and  abandon  her  to 
her  unhappy  destiny;  or,  if  the  hope  be  entertained  that  there  remains  among 
those  oppressed  peoples  a  breath  of  self-respect  and  of  patriotic  feeling,  it  may 
then  be  necessary  to  put  them  in  condition  to  give  themselves  a  national  gov- 
ernment which  may  be  able  to  regenerate  them.  This  means  that  if  the  coun- 
tenance which  the  projects  of  the  Emperor  meet  in  Mexico  be  that  which  the 
traitor  Almonte  offered  to  him,  he  will  carry  them  out  by  pretending  that  he 
only  guarantees  the  freedom  of  the  Mexican  people ;  but  that  if,  as  facts  have 
li^im  to  demonstrate,  his  hopes  as  to  Mexican  assistance  continue  to  be  mocked, 
the  promises  of  Almonte  cannot  be  fulfilled ;  and  if  the  reports  of  M.  de  Saligny 
nspecting  the  slight  resistance  which  the  French  army  would  meet  turn  out 
it)  be  untrue,  the  government  of  the  Emperor  will  abandon  the  enterprise,  which 
i«  accompanied  by  more  difficulties  than  he  supposed,  and  will  say  that  "ho 
leaves  Mexico  abandoned  to  its  unhappy  destiny,  because  it  is  lost  to  political 
existence  and  to  civilization." 

If  the  purpose  of  the  French  government  had  been  what  M.  Billault  sup- 
{K)9e8,  that  is,  if  they  had  gone  into  an  examination  in  good  faith  of  what  was 
the  real  will  of  the  country,  they  could  not  but  have  convinced  themselves  that 
the  Mexican  people  were  decided  to  sustain  their  existing  institutions,  and  that 
the  existing  government  is  eminently  national.     M.  Favre  said,  in  this  respect, 
Tery  opportunely,  expressing  the  conviction  of  the  French  people,  (p.  965,  col. 
4:)' "Is  it  not  plain  that  the  government  (French)  has  been  deceived  by  inac- 
curate reports?     Docs  not  what  is  passing  demonstrate  in  the  clearest  manner 
that  that  government  which  was  thought  unpopular,  and  which  it  was  enough 
to  touch  to  cause  its  downfall,  has  nevertheless  sufficient  vitality  to  reunite 
arornid  it  the  people  of  the  federation,  and  to  resist  us?"     If  the  government  of 
Mexico  had  been  really  unpopular,  if  it  had  tyrannized  over  the  people  of  the 
republic,  it  would  have  fallen  on  the  first  indications  of  an  alliance  of  powerful 
nations  of  Europe,  made  for  the  purpose  ostensibly  of  overthrowing  it.     How  is  it 
then,  that  it  has  not  only  survived  the  alliance,  but  has  resisted,  and  thus  far 
with  fortunate  issue,  the  French  invasion  ?     More  than  nine  months  the  French 
.armies  have  been  on  the  Mexican  soil,  and  are  not  in  possession  of  any  more 
than  the  cities  of  which  they  got  possession  treacherously  by  the  violation  of 
the  sacred  stipulations  of  a  solemn  convention  ?     Through  all  this  time  not  even 
the  most  wretched  hamlet  has  disavowed  the  government  in  question,  which, 
from  all  quarters,  receives  protestations  of  adhesion  to  it,  and  against  foreign 
interference;    and   it    would  be    physically   impossible    to   keep   the   popula- 
tion under  subjection  by  force  through  so  large  an  extent  of  territory,  at  so 
p»?at  distances,  and  when  all  the  elements  of  its  strength  are  engaged  in  repel- 
ting  invasion.     How  can  a  government  so  ephemeral,  so  feeble,  so  anarchic,  so 
powerless,  as  M.  Billault  imagines  that  of  Mexico,  have  survived  the  formidable 
tripartite  alliance;   have  occasioned  its  dissolution;   have  resisted  the  French 
invasion,  the  intrigues  of  the  Mexican  traitors,  sustained  by  gold  and  the.  French 
i  soldiery ;  kept  the  French  army  at  bay,  closed  up  in  a  city,  and  presented  the 
i  i^-and  spectacle  of  controlling  the  united  action  of  a  free  people,  which  rises  in 
.;  mass  to  defend  its  independence  1     The  traitors  who  were  bound  to  unite  with. 
France  are  on  their  side  already,  numbered,  and  that  number  is  bo  in&igaS&CAXLX* 
H.  Ex.  Doe,  64r 14 
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that  even  M.  Billault  does  not  dare  as  yet  to  call  them  a  majority ;  nor  even 
take  any  serious  notice  of  them.     If  France  went  really  to  ascertain,  in  good 
faith,  if  the  Mexican  people  were  lost  to  political  existence  and  to  civilization, 
would  any  doubt  have  remained  that  it  fostered  dignified  and  patriotic  senti- 
ments after  having  witnessed  the  sublime  spectacle  which  tliey  have  presented 
in  the  passed  months  of  the  current  year — repelling  intrigues  with  indignation, 
the  flatteries,  the  promises,  and  the  threats  of  a  powerful  nation,  and  resisting 
with  happy  issue,  in  the  battle-field,  the  temble  phalanxes,  conquerors  in  a 
hundred  combats?     But  it  is  necessary  to  look  at  the  question  from  a  more 
elevated   point   of  view.     What  right    has  France    to    meddle  in    the   affair 
whether  Mexico  is  ruled  by  a  popular  or  unpopular  government,  or  liberal,  or 
tyrannical  1    Where  is  the  law  of  nations  which  concedes  such  attribute  ?     Has, 
perchance,  the  Mexican  people  asked  for  its  protectorate,  its  intervention,  or  its 
alliance?     The  mere  fact  of  going  to  make  such  an  investigation— does  not  that 
alone  constitute  a  most  rude  assaul  to  nthe  independence  of  a  sovereign  nation,  and 
a  most  flagrant  violation  of  the  most  ordinary  principles  of  the  law  of  nations? 
How  came  the  Emperor  to  think  of  going  to  upset  a  government  which  c^in  at 
least  present  titles  as  legitimate  for  its  existence  as  those  on  ^hich  the  Emperor 
assures  us  he  rests  his  authority  ?     Has  his  Majesty  already  so  soon  forgotten 
the  sad  scenes  of  the  restoration  ?     What  would  the  Emperor  think  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  Russia  if  Russia  should  to-morrow  invade  France  to  put  to  the 
proof  the  legality  of  his  government,  and  to  consult,  under  the  protection  of 
Russian  bayonets,  what  was  the  true  will  of  the  French  nation  ?     Does  that 
which  in  France  would  be  an  outrage  cease,  perchance,  to  be  so  when  it  is  per- 
petrated on  Mexican  soil?  — 
M.  Billault  passes  to  the  examination  of  the  manner  in  which  England  and    — 
Spain  looked  upon  the  Mexican  question,  and  cites  fragments  of  various  dc5-  ^^ 
patches  from  French  agents  in  London  and  Madrid,  to  show  that  England  pro- 
posed, from  the  beginning,  that  the  action  of  the  allies  should  be  limited  to 
obtaining  reparation  of  the  losses  suffered  by  their  respective  subjects  without    _ 
in  any  case  interfering  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  Mexico,  whilst  Spain  thought      ' 
that  the  expedition  ought  to  go  further  than  England  required,  "  as  she  thought    '^ 
it  necessary  that  the  allied  forces  should  oblige  the  parties  to  lay  do\^'ii  their     r 
arms,  and  give  the  country  liberty  to  constitute  a  provisional   government, 
which  should  appeal  to  the  national  will  for  the  formation  of  one  of  definitive 
character,   to  which,  once  established,   complete  liberty  of  action  should  be     _^ 
attributed;"  and  General  O'Donnell  stated  to  M.  Barrot,  French  ambassador  at  ;   ^ 
Madrid,  "that  the  form  of  government  which  should  be  established  in  Mexico      ' 

was  one  of  the  principal  questions  which  ought  to  be  examined  in  anticipation,  ' . 

or  would  have  to  be  disposed  of  at  a  later  day;"  that  the  imperial  government    _^ 
entertained  less  far-reaching  aspu-ations,  as  "it  believed  that  it  would  not  be  possi-    J 
ble  for  it  to  go  so  far  as  Spain  desired;  that  it  was  to  be  hoped  the  demonstration  2, 
of  France,  England,  and  Spain  against  the  Mexican  government  will  inspire  the  '^^ 
sound  part  of  the  Mexican  nation  with  resolution  to  avail  itself  of  circumstances 
to  get  out  of  the  abyss  into  which  it  had  fallen,  but  that  beyond  this  moral  - 
and   indirect  aid  it   would  correspond   with  the  condition   of  the   country  to     _ 
proclaim  the  form  of  its  goveniment;   that  it  wtis  to  be  hoped,  in  virtue  of  all 
the  advices  had,  that,  the  power  of  Juarez  subdued,  the  country  would  rise  up 
of  itself,  and  would  seek  to  throw  off  the  oppression  of  which  it  has  been  the 
victim,  and  give  itself  a  government  more  prudent,  more  regular,  and  more  pro- 
tective;" that  these  principles  were  accepted  by  England  and  Spain,  and  were 
ratified  in  the  treaty  of  London  of  October  31,  1861. 

Fortunately,  public  intelligence  has  already  examined  into  sufficient  official 

data  to  form  a  complete  opinion  of  what  each  of  the  three  allied  governments 

sought,  and  on  the  conduct  they  have  since  pursued.     It  is  true  the  cabinet  of 

Madrid  wished  for  a  change  in  the  government  of  Mexico;  that  she  would  have 
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preferred  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy  to  the  continuation  of  the  republican 

system ;  and  that  the  invitation  of  a  member  of  the  royal  family  of  Spain  to 

occupy  the  throne  raised  in  Mexico  would  not  have  been  displeasing;  but  it  is 

no  less  true  that  she  set  out  on  the  basis  of  respecting  at  all  times,  and  most 

scrupulously,  the  will  of  the  Mexican  people;  that  she  kept  her  >vishes  in  full 

mbordination  to  their  decision;  that  she  deemed  the  active  employment  of  the 

expeditionary  force  to  be  needless,  and  hoped  the  result  would  be  brought  about 

by  moral  action.     Nothing  better  demonstrates  the  good  faith  and  the  wishes  of 

the  Spanish  cabinet  than  the  following  relation  which  Sir  John  Crampton  gives 

to  Earl  Russell  (No.  8  of  the  second  part  of  the  documents  upon  the  affairs  of 

Mexico,  presented  to  Parliament  by  the  English  government  i^  1862)  of  an 

interview  he  had  with  General  O'Donnell  on  the  9th  of  February  last,  which  is 

as  follows :  "In  short,  I  remarked,  your  excellency  will  not  be  satisfied  with  a 

government  got  up  upon  what  is  commonly  known  in  that  country  by  the  name 

of  a  'pronunciamento,*  but  will  require  it  to  be  based  upon  a  bona  fide  represen- 

titjon  of  the  nation.** 

"That,  replied  Marshal  0*Donnell,  is  exactly  my  meaning."  He  was  then 
in  favor  of  a  government  which  would  have  been  truly  national,  and  not  that 
which  it  would  have  pleased  the  Emperor  to  call  such. 

The  sincerity  of  these  wishes  is  sustained  by  the  facts.     When  the  Spanish 
goverament  perceived  that  the  presence  of  the  Spanish  forces  in  3Iexico  was 
producing  no  Effect,  it  thought  he  should  go  no  further ;  and  M.  Calderon  Col- 
lates said  to  the  charge  d'affaires  of  Spain  at  Paris,  in  a  despatch  of  the  18th 
I  of  April,  1862,  (Nos.  1  and  2  of  the  first  appendix  to  No.  133  of  the  journal  of  the 
J  ^esfsions  of  the  Spanish  cortes,  which  contains  the  documents  presented  by  the 
f  ittinister  of  state  to  the  congress  of  deputies  relating  to  the  Mexican  question, 
W  the  session  of  the  2d  of  June  last :) 

"The  government  of  her  Majesty  also  thought  that  if  the  presence  of  the 
txpeditionary  forces  did  not  suggest  prudent  counsels  to  the  prudent  men  of 
Mexico,  any  direct  action  to  substitute  for  the  government  of  Juarez,  another 
irhich  should  offer  better  guarantees,  would  produce  contests  and  difficulties 
which  the  common  good  made  it  indispensable  to  cut  off.  To  leave  the  Mexi- 
cans at  full  liberty  to  constitute  a  government  most  in  accordance  with  their 
liabits,  their  wants,  and  their  opinions,  and,  at  most,  give  them  wholesome 
eounselfe,  so  that  it  should  be  solid  and  real,  was  and  is  all  that  could  be  done 
by  the  generals  and  plenipotentiaries  of  the  friendly  governments."    \ 

When  it  saw  that  the  allied  forces  themselves  were  going  to  impose  on  the 
Mexicans  a  government  which  they  rejected,  he  approved  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Spanish  force. 

The  government  at  Madrid,  however,  fell  into  the  mistake  of  believing  that 
the  action  which  the  allied  forces  went  to  exercise  in  Mexico  was  purely  moral, 
when  the  intention  was  entertained  of  taking  tliem  to  the  capital  and  destroying 
the  existing  government. 

It  is  impossible  to  conceive  of  liberty  amidst  a  people  which  labors  under  the 
inflaence  of  foreign  bayonets — that  cannot  but  exert  a  marked  intervention  in 
tke  domestic  affairs  of  a  country — when  troops  are  sent  to  it  for  the  purpose  of 
ip^tting  the  existing  government. 

The  conduct  and  wishes  of  Spain  are  of  easy  explanation.  Looking  at  events 
in  Mexico,  in  the  changeful  colors  under  which  M.  Saligny  chose  to  present 
tliem ;  deceived  in  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  republic  by  the  incorrect  reports 
rf  some  of  her  diplomatic  agents  in  Mexico,  who,  unfortunately,  had  embraced 
the  cau:*e  of  one  party  more  ardently  than  the  Mexicans  themselves ;  misled  by 
the  efforts  of  expatriated  Mexicans  resident  in  Europe  in  relation  to  what 
lias  been  called  the  anarchic  and  oppressive  character  of  the  existing  gov- 
ernment— on  the  part  of  which  was  supposed  to  be  a  profound  hatred  of  every- 
I  thing  that  was  Spanish,  so  far  that  they  presented  the  reactionary  party  to  Vet 
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that  even  M.  Billault  does  not  dare  as  yet  to  call  them  a  majority;  nor  evea 
take  any  serious  notice  of  them.  If  France  went  really  to  ascertain,  in  good 
faith,  if  the  Mexican  people  were  lost  to  political  existence  and  to  civilization, 
would  any  doubt  have  remained  that  it  fostered  dignified  and  patriotic  senti- 
ments after  having  witnessed  the  sublime  spectticle  which  they  have  presented 
in  the  passed  months  of  the  current  year — repelling  intrigues  with  indignation, 
the  flatteries,  the  promises,  and  the  threats  of  a  powerful  nation,  and  resisting 
with  happy  issue,  in  the  battle-field,  the  temble  phalanxes,  conquerors  in  a 
hundred  combats?  But  it  is  necessary  to  look  at  the  question  from  a  more 
elevated  point  of  view.  What  right  has  France  to  meddle  in  the  affair 
whether  Mexicx)  is  ruled  by  a  popular  or  unpopular  government,  or  liberal,  or 
tyrannical?  Where  is  the  law  of  nations  which  concedes  such  attribute ?  Has, 
perchance,  the  Mexican  people  asked  for  its  protectorate,  its  interv^ention,  or  its 
alliance  ?  The  mere  fact  of  going  to  make  such  an  investigation— does  not  that  ,_ 
alone  constitute  a  most  rude  assaul  to  nthe  independence  of  a  sovereign  nation,  and 
a  most  flagrant  violation  of  the  most  ordinary  principles  of  the  law  of  nations? 
How  came  the  Emperor  to  think  of  going  to  upset  a  government  which  can  at 
least  present  titles  as  legitimate  for  its  existence  as  those  on  ^i^hich  the  Emperor 
assures  us  he  rests  his  authority?  Has  his  Majesty  already  so  soon  forgotten 
the  sad  scenes  of  the  restoration  ?  What  would  the  Emperor  think  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  Russia  if  Russia  should  to-morrow  invade  France  to  put  to  the 
proof  the  legality  of  his  government,  and  to  consult,  under  the  protection  o£* 
Russian  bayonets,  what  was  the  true  will  of  the  French  nation  ?  Does  tha^ 
which  in  France  would  be  an  outrage  cease,  perchance,  to  be  so  when  it  is  per^ 
petrated  on  Mexican  soil  ? 

M.  Billault  passes  to  the  examination  of  the  manner  in  which  England  ai^^^ 

Spain  looked  upon  the  Mexican  question,  and  cites  fragments  of  various  de^i 

patches  from  French  agents  in  London  and  Madrid,  to  show  that  England  prx>.^ 
posed,  from  the  beginning,  that  the  action  of  the  allies  should  be  limited     -^^,^ 
obtaining  reparation  of  the  losses  suffered  by  their  respective  subjects  withoxxt; 
in  any  case  interfering  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  Mexico,  whilst  Spain  thoiLg^Vit 
that  the  expedition  ought  to  go  further  than  England  required,  "as  she  thoii.g-lit 
it  necessary  that  the  allied  forces  should  oblige  the  parties  to  lay  down  tlieir 
arms,  and  give  the  country  liberty  to  constitute  a  proAnsional  goveninxeMit, 
which  should  appeal  to  the  national  will  for  the  formation  of  one  of  definitive 
character,   to  which,   once  established,   complete  liberty  of  action  should     bo 
attributed;"  and  General  O'Donnell  stated  to  M.  Barrot,  French  ambassador  stt   . 
Madrid,  "  that  the  form  of  government  which  should  be  established  in  Mexico    ^ 
was  one  of  the  principal  questions  which  ought  to  be  examined  in  anticipation,    ^ 
or  would  have  to  be  disposed  of  at  a  later  day;"  that  the  imperial  govenunent,  _ 
entertained  less  far-reaching  aspirations,  as  "  it  believed  that  it  would  not  be  possi—    ^ 
We  for  it  to  go  so  far  as  Spain  desired ;  that  it  was  to  be  hoped  the  demonstratioxB^    _ 
of  France,  England,  and  Spain  against  the  Mexican  government  will  inspire  tb^s  ^ 
sound  part  of  the  Mexican  nation  witli  resolution  to  avail  itself  of  circunistancejS 
to  get  out  of  the  abyss  into  which  it  had  fallen,  but  that  beyond  this  mar^-*    - 
and   indirect  aid  it   would  correspond   with  the  condition   of  the   country  ^^\^ 
proclaim  the  fonn  of  its  government;   that  it  was  to  be  hoped,  in  virtue  of  ^^\- 
the  advices  had,  that,  the  power  of  Juarez  subdued,  the  country  would  risei^^^ 
of  itself,  and  would  seek  to  throw  off  the  oppression  of  which  it  has  been  \k^    ^ 
victim,  and  give  itself  a  government  more  prudent,  more  regular,  and  more  pr^^^^ 
tective;"  that  these  principles  were  accepted  by  England  and  Spain,  and  we 
ratified  in  the  treaty  of  London  of  October  31,  1861. 

Fortunately,  public  hitelligence  has  already  examined  into  suflScient  offic* 
data  to  form  a  complete  opinion  of  what  each  of  the  three  allied  govemmei 
sought,  and  on  the  conduct  they  have  since  pursued.     It  is  true  tlie  cabinet  , 
Madrid  wished  for  a  change  in  the  government  of  Mexico;  that  she  would  hava 
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;d  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy  to  the  continuation  of  the  republican 
;  and  that  the  invitation  of  a  member  of  the  royal  family  of  Spain  to 
the  throne  raised  in  Mexico  would  not  have  been  displeasing;  but  it  is 
true  that  she  set  out  on  the  basis  of  respecting  at  all  times,  and  most 
ously,  the  will  of  the  Mexican  people;  that  she  kept  her  >vi8hes  in  full 
nation  to  their  decision;  that  she  deemed  the  active  employment  of  the 
ionary  force  to  be  needless,  and  hoped  the  result  would  be  brought  about 
al  action.  Nothing  better  demonstrates  the  good  faith  and  the  wishes  of 
inish  cabinet  than  the  following  relation  which  Sir  John  Crampton  gives 
I  Russell  (No.  8  of  the  second  part  of  the  documents  upon  the  affairs  of 
,  presented  to  Parliament  by  the  English  government  i^  1S62)  of  an 
w  he  had  with  General  O'Donnell  on  the  9th  of  February  last,  which  is 
ws:  "In  short,  I  remarked,  your  excellency  will  not  be  satisfied  with  a 
nent  got  up  upon  what  is  commonly  known  in  that  country  by  the  name 
•onunciamento,'  but  will  require  it  to  be  based  upon  a  bonajide  represen- 
f  the  nation.** 

at,  replied  Marshal  O'Donnell,  is  exactly  my  meaning."  He  was  then 
r  of  a  government  which  would  have  been  truly  national,  and  not  that 
t  would  have  pleased  the  Emperor  to  call  such. 

sincerity  of  these  wishes  is  sustained  by  the  facts.  When  the  Spanish 
ment  perceived  that  the  presence  of  the  Spanish  forces  in  Mexico  was 
Ing  no  Effect,  it  thought  he  should  go  no  further;  and  M.  Calderon  Col- 
said  to  the  charge  d'affaires  of  Spain  at  Paris,  in  a  despatch  of  the  18th 
il,  1862,  (Nos.  1  and  2  of  the  first  appendix  to  No.  133  of  the  journal  of  the 
i8  of  the  Spanish  cortes,  which  contains  the  documents  presented  by  the 
er  of  state  to  the  congress  of  deputies  relating  to  the  Mexican  question, 
Bcssion  of  the  2d  of  June  last :) 

be  government  of  her  Majesty  also  thought  that  if  the  presence  of  the 
itionary  forces  did  not  suggest  prudent  counsels  to  the  prudent  men  of 
»,  any  direct  action  to  substitute  for  the  government  of  Juarez,  another 
I  should  offer  better  guarantees,  would  produce  contests  and  difficulties 
i  the  common  good  made  it  indispensable  to  cut  off.  To  leave  the  Mexi- 
at  fiill  liberty  to  constitute  a  government  most  in  accordance  witli  their 
8,  their  wants,  and  their  opinions,  and,  at  most,  give  them  wholesome 
^1^,  60  that  it  should  be  solid  and  real,  was  and  is  all  that  could  be  done 
i«  generals  and  plenipotentiaries  of  the  friendly  governments."  i 
ben  it  saw  that  the  allied  forces  themselves  were  going  to  impose  on  the 
cans  a  government  which  they  rejected,  he  approved  the  withdrawal  of  the 
i«h  force. 

'e  government  at  Madrid,  however,  fell  into  the  mistake  of  believing  that 
ction  which  the  allied  forces  went  to  exercise  in  Mexico  was  purely  moral, 
the  intention  was  entertained  of  taking  them  to  the  capital  and  destroying 
listing  government. 

a  impossible  to  conceive  of  liberty  amidst  a  people  which  labors  under  the 
ace  of  foreign  bayonets — that  cannot  but  exert  a  marked  intervention  in 
tmestic  affairs  of  a  country — when  troops  are  sent  to  it  for  the  purpose  of 
ing  the  existing  government. 

;  conduct  and  wishes  of  Spain  are  of  easy  explanation.  Looking  at  events 
xico,  in  the  changeful  colors  under  which  M.  Saligny  chose  to  present 
deceived  in  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  republic  by  the  incorrect  reports 
le  of  her  diplomatic  agents  in  Mexico,  who,  unfortunately,  had  embraced 
ii<e  of  one  party  more  ardently  than  the  Mexicans  themselves  ;  misled  by 
brt«  of  expatriated  Mexicans  resident  in  Europe  in  relation  to  what 
•en  called  the  anarchic  and  oppressive  character  of  the  existing  gov- 
it— on  the  part  of  which  was  supposed  to  be  a  profound  hatred  of  every- 
hat  was  Spanish,  so  far  that  they  presented  the  reactionary  party  to  Wt  - 


212  PRESENT    CONDITION    OF     MEXICO. 

as  the  party  of  the  majority,  and  the  Spanish  party  in  Mexico — it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  she  shoukl  desire  the  fall  of  a  government  whose  existence  she 
considered  as  a  misfortune  to  Mexico,  and  should  wisii  to  see  substituted  in  itd 
place  another  of  national  character,  animated  with  friendly  dispositions  towards 
Spain. 

As  she  held  these  opinions  in  good  faith,  she  neither  made  a  mystery  of  them,  nor 
sought  to  dissemble  them  under  precautions  which  ill  will  might  suggest  for  the 
avoidance  afterwards  of  a  responsibility  for  improper  conduct  basely  carried  out ; 
for  this  reason  she  expressed  frankly  what  she  wanted,  and  proposed,  without 
indirection,  the  means  of  arriving  at  the  proposed  end.  When  the  expedition 
reached,  Mexico— when  the  government,  the  press,  and  the  Spanish  people  no 
longer  received  its  information  respecting  the  situation  of  the  republic  from  an 
untruthful  agent,  nor  from  partisan  diplomatists,  nor  from  exiles,  who  desired  to 
subvert  the  government  of  their  country,  in  order  to  get  themselves  into  power, 
nor  from  creditors  of  ill  repute,  interested  in  bringing  abojLit  a  rupture,  which 
might  result  in  recognition  without  investigation  of  spurious  claims,  but  recei\^ 
it  from  six  thousand  voices,  which,  without  being  interested  in,  but  rather  pre- 
disposed against,  the  existing  order  of  things,  spoke  the  truth — she  changed  her 
judgment,  and  thus  could  only  approve  the  conduct  pursued  by  her  plenipo- 
tentiary in  Mexico,  and  the  general-in-chief  of  her  expeditionary  forces. 

She  entered  into  the  alliance  because  it  would  not  become  her^o  have  per- 
mitted that  two  of  the  principal  nations  of  Europe  should  initiate  alone  an 
enterprise  involving  such  transcendental  results  for  America,  where  she  has  so 
many  interests ;  because  she  would  maintain  the  influence  which  she  believes 
legitimately  belongs  to  her  in  the  countries  of  Spanish  ongin  on  this  continent; 
because  she  considered  that  her  alliance  with  two  of  the  principal  nations  of 
Europe  would  contribute  to  exalt  her  in  the  consideration  and  respect  of  the 
world ;  because  it  seemed  to  her  that  it  would  be  more  easy  and  less  expensive 
to  obtain  what  she  wanted  from  Mexico  by  going  in  company  rather  than  alone, 
and  because  she  thought  she  was  going  to  do  an  act  of  humanity  favorable  to 
Mexico,  and  equally  so  to  her  own  interests ;  because  she  could  not  supjwse  - 
that  her  allies  could  entertain  sentiments  less  generous  or  less  loyal  than  her 
own ;  but  not  because  she  had  any  preconcerted  plan  for  her  own  aggrandize- 
ment, which  she  purposed  to  develop  in  any  event,  and  without  reckouing  as 
anything  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  people  of  Mexico.  -^ 

Great  Britain,  faithful  to  her  policy  of  looking  only  to  her  own  material  inter- 
ests, thought  that  the  alliance  would  have  the  effect  of  securing  the  regular 
payment  of  the  credits  she  holds  against  Mexico,  and  accepted  it,  although  ^vith 
restrictions  which  she  thought  suitable  to  avoid  being  involved  beyond  limit. 
Besides,  she  could  not  leave  to  France  alone  an  enterprise  which  she  considered, 
not  without  cause  of  importance,  on  a  theatre  on  which  British  interests  arc  con- 
siderably greater  than  French  interests.  She  obtained  the  clause  that  France 
should  not  draw  special  advantage  from  the  expedition,  and  then  gave  herself  no 
trouble  about  the  rest.  When  the  time  came  for  each  of  the  allies  to  send  its  con- 
tingent, she  said  she  could  not  send  more  than  seven  hundred  mtuines,  which  she  ^ 
soon  recalled.  When  the  Mexican  minister  ^t  Paris  explained  to  Lord  Russell, 
before  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of  London,  the  direct  influence  which  the  military 
expedition  would  exercise  on  the  domestic  policy  of  Mexico,  and  the  inevitable  ills 
it  would  occasion,  as  well  to  Mexicans  as  to  foreigners,  he  replied,  coldly,  "that 
the  situation  could  not  possibly  become  worse  than  it  was  at  that  time." 

M.  Billault  cites  a  despatch  from  M.  Thouvenel  to  M.  Barrot,  dated  October 
7, 1861,  to  prove  that  France  adopted  a  middle  course  between  the  policy  proposed 
by  England  and  that  by  Spain,  wiiich  she  did  not  think  should  rciich  the  length  of 
examining  into  the  question  of  the  form  of  government  which  would  have  to  be 
esteblished  in  Mexico,  and  that  only  should  be  exercised  in  that  country  an  indirect 
and  morel  influence.   Before  that  date  (that  is,  about  the  middle  of  September  pre- 
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vious)  M.  Thouvenel  thought  differently.  In  a  despatch  which  he  wrote  to  Count 
Flaliault  on  the  aftairs  of  Mexico,  and  which  M.  Billault  took  care  not  to  men- 
tion, he  said  what  Lord  Russell  in  the  following  terms  related  to  Lord  Cowley, 
nnder  date  of  September  23,  1861,  (No.  30  of  the  first  part  of  the  correspond- 
ence on  the  affairs  of  Mexico  presented  to  Parliament  by  the  British  govern- 
ment :)  "  M.  Thouvenel  is,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  two  govern-ments  should 
carry  their  common  understanding  still  further,  and  devise  means  Jvr  promoting 
the  political  reorganization  of  Mexico;  and  M.  Thouvenel  expresses  his  willing- 
ness to  take  as  a  basis  the  measures  formerly  suggested  by  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment, as  affording  the  best  means  of  arriving  at  the  pacification  of  the 
country,  namely,  the  publication  of  a  gener^  amnesty,  and  the  convocation  of 
an  extraordinary  congress." 

M.  Thouvenel,  with  singular  craftiness,  by  using  vague  expressions  and 
stepping  on  delicate  ground,  endeavored  to  feel  the  pulse  of  England  as  to  act- 
*mg  in  pursuance  of  this  view,  and  endeavored  to  flatter  Lord  Russell  by  the 
adoption  of  measures  which  he  had  proposed,  although  under  widely  different 
Cffcumstances. 

In  respect  to  the  measures  which  should  be  taken  to  assure  peace  and  tran- 
quillity in  Mexico,  .Lord  Russell  said  to  Lord  Cowley  that  the  British  govern- 
ment was  (disposed  to  discuss  the  matter  with  France,  Spain,  and  the  United 
States.  In  another  despatch  (No.  45  of  the  same  correspondence)  of  the  30th 
of  September,  cited,  Lord  Russell  discussed  the  point  depending,  and  said  to 
Lord  Cowley  that  '*to  forcible  interference  in  the  affairs  of  an  independent 
nation  her  Majesty's  government  are,  on  principle,  opposed.  It  remains  to  be 
considered  whether  Mexico  forms  an  exception  to  the  general  rule.**  He  found 
,  only  fresh  reasons  not  to  depart  from  it  in  the  case  undfer  consideration.  Lord 
Cowley  communicated  this  despatch  to  M.  Thouvenel,  who,  perceiving  what 
was  the  policy  of  England,  appeared  to  agree  with  it,  and  said,  in  reply  to  Lord 
Cowley,  (No.  46  of  the  correspondence  above  cited,)  "that  while  partaking 
m  principle  your  lordship*s  views,  and  admitting  the  inexpediency  of  for- 
cible interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  an  independent  nation,**  he  adds 
"that  he  had  thought  it  very  likely  that  the  employment  of  force  might 
encourage  the  well-disposed  part  of  the  Mexican  people  to  profit  by  the  moment 
to  throw  off  the  yoke  to  which  they  were  subjected,  and  to  substitute  some- 
thing better  in  its  place;  and  he  must  confess  that,  should  such  turn  out 
to  be  the  case,  he  did  not  see  why  a  movement  of  the  kind,  if  it  proved  to  be 
decidedly  popular,  should  not  receive  the  support  of  the  powers  who  had  come 
to  Mexico  to  seek  from  an  acknowledged  bad  government  redress  for  injuries 
done  to  their  subjects.*'  It  is  to  be  seen,  in  the  delicacy  of  this  language,  that 
he  proposed  to  characterize  the  change  desired  in  Mexico  as  eminently  national. 
This  reasoning,  however,  did  not  altogether  convince  Lord  Russell,  who,  in  a 
despatch  which  he  addressed  on  the  5th  October  following  to  Lord  Cowley, 
(No.  47  of  the  correspondence  cited,)  communicating  to  him  that  "the  Queen 
ia  prepared  to  enter  into  a  convention  with  France  and  Spain,  the  object  of 
which  w^ould  be  to  secure  the  fulfilment  by  the  government  of  Mexico  of  its 
obligations  towards  the  respective  governments,  and  to  obtain  redress  for  injuries 
done  in  Mexico  to  their  respective  subjects,**  said  to  him,  "in  the  opinion  of  her 
Majesty *8  government  it  would  be  proper  to  insert  in  any  such  convention  a 
stipulation  providing  that  the  forces  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  not  be  em- 
ployed for  any  other  objects  than  those  which  I  have  specified,  and  especially 
that  they  shall  not  interfere  with  the  internal  government  of  Mexico.**  On  the 
10th  of  October,  when  Lord  Cowley  received  the  preceding  despatch,  he  read  it  to 
M.  Thouvenel,  who,  making  show  of  complete  identity  of  views  with  the  Eng- 
lish government,  said  to  Lord  Cowley  (No.  51  of  the  correspondence  cited)  that 
he  "  was  quite  ready  to  join  her  Maje8ty*s  government  in  signing  a  convention 
for  the  purposes  recited  by  your  lordship;  that  he  agreed  entirely  in  the  princi- 
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as  the  party  of  the  majority,  and  the  Spanish  party  in  Mexico^it  is  not  to  he 
wondered  at  that  she  should  desire  the  fall  of  a  government  whose  existence  she 
considered  as  a  misfortune  to  Mexico,  and  should  wish  to  see  substituted  in  its 
place  another  of  national  character,  animated  with  friendly  dispositions  towards 
Spain. 

As  she  held  these  opinions  in  good  faith,  she  neither  made  a  mystery  of  them,  nor 
sought  to  dissemble  them  under  precautions  which  ill  will  might  suggest  for  the 
avoidance  afterwards  of  a  responsibility  for  improper  conduct  basely  carried  out ; 
for  this  reason  she  expressed  frankly  what  she  wanted,  and  proposed,  without 
indirection,  the  means  of  arriving  at  the  proposed  end.  When  the  expedition 
reached.  Mexico — when  the  government,  the  press,  and  the  Spanish  people  no 
longer  received  its  information  respecting  tho  situation  of  the  republic  from  an 
untruthful  agent,  nor  from  partisan  diplomatists,  nor  from  exiles,  who  desired  to 
subvert  the  government  of  their  country,  in  order  to  get  themselves  into  power, 
nor  from  creditors  of  ill  repute,  interested  in  bringing  abojiit  a  rupture,  which 
might  result  in  recognition  without  investigation  of  spurious  claims,  but  receivied 
it  from  six  thousand  voices,  which,  without  being  interested  in,  but  rather  pre- 
disposed against,  the  existing  order  of  things,  spoke  the  truth — she  changed  her 
judgment,  and  thus  could  only  approve  the  conduct  pursued  by  her  plenipo- 
tentiary in  Mexico,  and  the  general-in-chief  of  her  expeditionary  forces. 

She  entered  into  the  alliance  because  it  would  not  become  her^o  have  per- 
mitted that  two  of  the  principal  nations  of  Europe  should  initiate  alone  an 
enterprise  involving  such  transcendental  results  for  America,  where  she  has  so 
many  interests ;  because  she  would  maintain  the  influence  which  she  believes 
legitimately  belongs  to  her  in  the  countries  of  Spanish  origin  on  this  continent ; 
because  she  considered  that  her  alliance  with  two  of  the  principal  nations  of 
Europe  would  contribute  to  exalt  her  in  the  consideration  and  respect  of  the 
world ;  because  it  seemed  to  her  that  it  would  be  more  easy  and  less  expensive 
to  obtain  what  she  wanted  from  Mexico  by  going  in  company  ntther  than  alone, 
and  because  she  thought  she  was  going  to  do  an  act  of  humanity  favorable  to 
Mexico,  and  equally  so  to  her  own  interests ;  because  she  could  not  suppose 
that  her  allies  could  enteriain  sentiments  less  generous  or  less  loytil  than  ter 
own ;  but  not  because  she  had  any  preconcerted  plan  for  her  own  aggrandize- 
ment, which  she  purposed  to  develop  in  any  event,  and  without  reckoning  as 
anything  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  people  of  Mexico. 

Great  Britain,  faithful  to  her  policy  of  looking  only  to  her  own  material  inter- 
ests, thought  that  the  alliance  would  have  the  effect  of  securing  the  regular 
payment  of  the  credits  she  holds  against  Mexico,  and  accepted  it,  although  with 
restrictions  which  she  thought  suitable  to  avoid  being  involved  beyond  limit. 
Besides,  she  could  not  leave  to  France  alone  an  enterprise  which  she  considered, 
not  without  cause  of  importance,  on  a  theatre  on  which  British  interests  arc  con- 
siderably greater  than  French  interests.  She  obtained  the  clause  that  France 
should  not  draw  special  advantage  from  the  expedition,  and  then  gave  herself  no 
trouble  about  the  rest.  When  the  time  came  for  each  of  the  allies  to  send  its  con- 
tingent, she  said  she  could  not  send  more  than  seven  hundred  maiines,  which  she 
soon  recalled.  When  the  Mexican  minister  At  Paris  explained  to  Lord  Russell, 
before  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of  London,  the  direct  influence  which  the  military 
expedition  would  exercise  on  the  domestic  policy  of  Mexico,  and  the  inevitable  ilia 
it  would  occasion,  as  well  to  Mexicans  as  to  foreigners,  he  replied,  coldly,  "tliat 
the  situation  could  not  possibly  become  worse  than  it  was  at  that  time.'' 

M.  Billault  cites  a  despatch  from  M.  Thouvenel  to  M.  Barrot,  dated  October 
7, 1861,  to  prove  that  France  adopted  a  middle  course  between  the  policy  proposed 
by  England  and  that  by  Spain,  which  she  did  not  think  should  reach  the  length  of 
examining  into  the  question  of  the  form  of  government  which  would  have  to  be 
established  in  Mexico,  and  that  only  should  be  exercised  in  that  country  an  indirect 
and  moral  influence.   Before  that  date  (that  is,  about  the  middle  of  September  pre- 
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vious)  M.  Thouvenel  thought  differently.  In  a  despatch  which  he  wrote  to  Count 
Flahault  on  the  affiiirs  of  Mexico,  and  which  M.  Billault  took  care  not  to  men- 
tion, he  said  what  Lord  Russell  in  the  following  terms  related  to  Lord  Cowley, 
under  date  of  September  23,  1861,  (No.  30  of  the  first  part  of  the  correspond- 
ence on  the  affairs  of  Mexico  presented  to  Parliament  by  the  British  govern- 
ment :)  "  M.  Thouvenel  is,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  two  govern-ments  should 
carry  their  common  understanding  still  further,  and  devise  means  Jor  promotivg 
the  political  reorganization  of  Mexico  ;  and  M.  Thouvenel  expresses  his  willing- 
ness to  take  as  a  basis  the  measures  formerly  suggested  by  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment, as  affording  the  best  means  of  arriving  at  the  pacification  of  the 
country,  namely,  the  publication  of  a  gener^  amnesty,  and  the  convocation  of 
an  extraordinary  congress." 

M.  Thouvenel,  with  singular  craftiness,  by  using  vague  expressions  and 
stepping  on  delicate  ground,  endeavored  to  feel  the  pulse  of  England  as  to  act- 
ing in  pursuance  of  this  view,  and  endeavored  to  flatter  Lord  Russell  by  the 
adoption  of  measures  which  he  had  proposed,  although  under  widely  different 
circumstances. 

In  respect  to  the  measures  which  should  be  taken  to  assure  peace  and  tran- 
quillity in  Mexico,  .Lord  Russell  said  to  Lord  Cowley  that  the  British  govern- 
ment was  'disposed  to  discuss  the  matter  with  France,  Spain,  and  the  United 
States.  In  another  despatch  (No.  45  of  the  same  correspondence)  of  the  30th 
of  September,  cited,  Lord  Russell  discussed  the  point  depending,  and  said  to 
Lord  Cowley  that  ''to  forcible  interference  in  the  affairs  of  an  independent 
nation  her  Majesty's  government  are,  on  principle,  opposed.  It  remains  to  be 
considered  whether  Mexico  forms  an  exception  to  the  general  rule."  He  found 
.  only  fresh  reasons  not  to  depart  from  it  in  the  case  un^r  consideration.  Lord 
Cowley  communicated  this  despatch  to  M.  Thouvenel,  who,  perceiving  what 
was  the  policy  of  England,  appeared  to  agree  with  it,  and  said,  in  reply  to  Lord 
Cowley,  (No.  46  of  the  correspondence  above  cited,)  "  that  while  partaking 
m  principle  your  lordship's  views,  and  admitting  the  inexpediency  of  for- 
cible interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  an  independent  nation,"  he  adds 
"that  he  had  thought  it  very  likely  that  the  employment  of  force  might 
encourage  the  well-disposed  part  of  the  Mexican  people  to  profit  by  the  moment 
to  throw  off  the  yoke  to  which  they  were  subjected,  and  to  substitute  some- 
thing better  in  its  place;  and  he  must  confess  that,  should  such  turn  out 
to  be  the  case,  he  did  not  see  why  a  movement  of  the  kind,  if  it  proved  to  be 
decidedly  popular,  should  not  receive  the  support  of  the  powers  who  had  come 
to  Mexico  to  seek  from  an  acknowledged  bad  government  redress  for  injuries 
done  to  their  subjects."  It  is  to  be  seen,  in  the  delicacy  of  this  language,  that 
he  proposed  to  characterize  the  change  desired  in  Mexico  as  eminently  national. 

This  reasoning,  however,  did  not  altogether  convince  Lord  Russell,  who,  in  a 
despatch  which  he  addressed  on  the  5th  October  following  to  Lord  Cowley, 
(No.  47  of  the  correspondence  cited,)  communicating  to  him  that  "the  Queen 
is  prepared  to  enter  into  a  convention  with  France  and  Spain,  the  object  of 
which  would  be  to  secure  the  fulfilment  by  the  government  of  Mexico  of  its 
obligations  towards  the  respective  governments,  and  to  obtain  redress  for  injuries 
done  in  Mexico  to  their  respective  subjects,"  said  to  him,  "in  the  opinion  of  her 
Majesty's  government  it  would  be  proper  to  insert  in  any  such  convention  a 
stipulation  providing  that  the  forces  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  not  be  em- 
ployed for  any  other  objects  than  those  which  I  have  specified,  and  especially 
that  they  shall  not  interfere  with  the  internal  government  of  Mexico."  On  the 
10th  of  October,  when  Lord  Cowley  received  the  preceding  despatch,  he  read  it  to 
M.  Thouvenel,  who,  making  show  of  complete  identity  of  views  with  the  Eng- 
lish government,  said  to  Lord  Cowley  (No.  51  of  the  correspondence  cited)  that 
he  "was  quite  ready  to  join  her  Majesty's  government  in  signing  a  convention 
for  the  purposes  recited  by  your  lordship;  that  he  agreed  entirely  in  the  princi- 
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pies  which  your  lordship  had  laid  down,  as  those  which  should  ^ide  the  action 
of  the  allied  powers." 

M.  Thouvenel  knew  that  the  plan  of  a  general  amnesty  and  extraordinary 
congress,  although  it  was  in  fact  proposed  two  years  before,  by  Lord  Russell, 
was  not  now  favored  by  him ;  and  to  understand  better  his  intentions,  he  re- 
quested that  his  lordship  should  submit  the  projet  of  the  treaty  of  alliance, 
and  at  a  conference  which  he  had  with  Lord  Cowley,  on  the  23d  September, 
1861,  he  told  him  what  the  second  communicated  to  his  government  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  (No.  32  of  the  first  part  of  the  correspondence  cited:) 

"  M.  Thouvenel,  on  my  communicating  to  him  your  lordship's  despatch,  ex- 
pressed his  concurrence  in  the  vfews  of  her  Majesty's  government,  but  he  re- 
marked that  as  your  lordship  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  measures  sug- 
gested some  time  ago  for  the  pacification  of  Mexico  were  inapplicable  to  the 
present  state  of  affairs,  he  should  be  glad  to  receive  from  you  the  plan  of  action 
which  you  now  proposed  to  follow." 

But  after  all  this,  under  date  of  12th  of  same  October,  Lord  Russell  writes 
to  Lord  Cowley,  (No.  52  of  the  same  correspondence  :)  **I  have  to  state  to 
your  excellency  that  her  Majesty's  government  considers  an  engagement  not  to 
interfere  by  force  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico  to  be  an  essential  part  of  the 
convention." 

Lord  Cowley  replied,  on  the  18th,  (No.  53,)  that  **  M.  Thouvenel  informs  me 
that  the  Emperor  is  willing  that  M.  de  Flahault  should  negotiate  the  treaty  con- 
cerning Mexico  in  London,  and  full  powers  will  be  sent  to  him  on  Tuesday  next." 

Thus  far,  then,  it  appears  that  France  was  playing  a  double  part  in  this  ne- 
gotiation. Whilst  to  Ij^ngland  she  made  believe  that  she  was  opposed  to  inter- 
ference in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico,  she  was  saying  to  Spain  that  such  in-* 
terference  would  be  the  inevitable  result  of  the  expedition.  She  wished  to 
avail  herself  of  the  moral  influence  of  both  nations  to  develop  her  already  well- 
considered  plans,  believing  that  if  they  once  embarked  on  the  enterprise  they 
would  not  be  able  to  resist  the  current  of  preconcerted  events,  and  that  such 
would  take  place  precisely  in  the  manner  looked  for. 

The  correspondence  presented  to  the  British  Parliament  does  not  say  a  word 
more  about  the  negotiations  which  preceded  the  convention  of  London,  nor  ex- 
plain the  motive  which  determined  England  to  change  the  position  she  had  so 
decidedly  taken  and  so  pcrseveringly  maintarfied ;  but  M.  Billault  gives  us 
the  key  to  what  afterwards  occurred. 

In  a  despatch  which  M.  Thouvenel  addressed  to  Count  de  Flahault,  dated 
October  11,  1861,  informing  him  of  the  conference  which  had  taken  place  with 
Lord  Cowley  the  day  before,  he  said  : 

'*  The  government  of  the  Emperor  has  no  more  disposition  than  that  of  the 
Queen  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  direct  interference  in  the  internal  affairs 
of  Mexico ;  but  thinks  that  it  belongs  to  the  discretion  of  the  two  governments 
not  to  discourage  efforts  which  might  be  made  by  the  country  itself  to  get  out 
of  the  state  of  anarchy  in  which  it  is  submerged,  giving  it  to  understand  that 
it  is  not  to  expect,  under  any  circumstances,  any  support  or  countenance.  The 
common  interest  of  France  and  of  England  is  evidently  to  see  a  state  of  things 
established  in  Mexico  which  may  guarantee  the  security  of  the  interests.    •    * 

**  In  respect  to  the  form  of  that  government,  provided  it  gives  to  the  country 
and  to  us  sufficient  guarantees,  we  have  not  and  we  do  not  suppose  England  has 
any  preference,  nor  taken  any  part." 

Thus,  then,  thanks  to  hypocritical  protestations  of  disinterestedness,  to  false 
assurances  that  the  policy  of  France  in  nowise  differed  from  that  of  England — 
causing  the  belief  that  the  moral  aid,  by  means  of  which  it  was  proposed  to 
•meddle  with  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico,  would  be  rather  negative  than  posi- 
tive, because  it  was  only  wished  not  to  discourage  the  party  which  had  to  rise 
up — and  by  conducting  the  negotiation  with  marked  ability,  and  much  bad 
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faith,  the  French  government  succeeded  in  getting  Lord  Russell  to  sign  the 
very  stipulations  which  a  little  while  before  his  lordship  decidedly  opposed. 
The  most  pregnant  and  severest  censure  of  the  conduct  of  Lord  Russell  is  found 
in  his  own  despatches  In  consequence  of  this,  for  the  clause  which  Earl  Russell 
had  inserted  in  the  original  project  of  a  convention,  in  regard  to  the  operations  of  the 
allied  forces  being  limited  exclusively  to  the  sea-coast,  and  which  was  as  follows : 
"  The  high  contracting  parties  engage  not  to  make  use  of  the  forces  employed 
by  them  in  execution  of  the  present  convention  for  other  objects  than  those  spe- 
cified in  the  preamble,  and  especially  not  to  use  them  for  the  purpose  of  inter- 
fering in  the  internal  government  of  the  republic,'*  was  substituted  that  which 
appears  in  the  second  paragraph  of  Article  I  of  the  treaty  of  London,  which 
says : 

"  The  commanders  of  the  allied  forces  shall  be,  moreover,  authorized  to  exe- 
cute the  other  operations  which  may  be  considered  on  the  spot  most  suitable  to 
effect  the  object  specified  in  the  preamble  of  the  present  convention,  and  spe- 
cifically to  insure  the  security  of  foreign  residents;"  and  which  renders  entirely 
nugatory  the  stipulations  of  Article  II,  in  which  it  was  agreed  *'  not  to  exercise 
in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico  any  influence  of  a  nature  to  prejudice  the  right 
of  the  Mexican  nation  to  choose  and  to  constitute  freely  the  form  of  its  govern- 
ment." 

In  consequence,  the  three  governments  sent  identical  instructions  to  their 
respective  commissioners  in  Mexico,  recommending  them  to  lend  all  their  moral 
aid  to  the  Mexicans  which  should  require  to  establish  a  solid  government, 
which* should  offer  better  guarantees  than. until  now,  had  existed  in  tne  republic. 

M.  Billault  continues  by  saying  that  "  the  three  governments  were  to  loot  for- 
ward to  what  eventually  would  be  the  possible  combinations  that  would  follow 
in  virtue  of  the  change  which  was  expected ;  that  many  Mexicans  resident  in 
Paris  desired  to  establish  a  monarchy,  as  the  only  mode  of  getting  rid  of  an- 
archy ;  that  some  presidents  had  thought  of  opening  negotiations  for  the  same 
objects,  and  would  give  the  preference  to  a  foreign  prince,  because,  having  fewer 
competitors  than  any  Mexican,  he  could  better  master  the  situation  and  offer  the 
elements  of  a  more  solid  and  durable  combination." 

The  Mexicans  resident  in  Paris  do  not  in  any  manner  represent  their  coun- 
try, and  some  of  them — those  who  have  been  for  a  long  time  established  there — 
are  not  even  posted  as  to  the  actual  wants  of  Mexico,  nor  as  to  the  radical 
change  which  the  last  revolution  has  produced.  Those  who  may  have  mani- 
fested desires  for  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy  (who  surely  will  not  amount 
to  a  doz^n)  are  exiles  whom  the  Mexicans  had  deprived  of  authority  which  they 
had  usurped,  and  who  desired  to  return,  aided  by  foreign  troops,  as  they  knew 
that  in  any  other  way  it  would  not  be  possible  for  them  to  succeed.  The  fact 
alone  of  their  soliciting  the  European  powers  to  order  an  expedition  against 
their  country  suflSciently  characterizes  them.  Moreover,  they  would  never  have 
thought  of  monarchy  if  they  had  not  received,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  the 
French  government  a  hint  to  propose  it ;  for,  according  to  a  leading  corypheus 
of  the  reactionary  party,  Don  Jose  Maria  Cobos,  (in  a  manifesto  which  he  lately 
published,  and  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  send  you  a  copy,  with  my  note  of 
31&t  August  last,)  the  recognized  leader  of  the  conservative  party  in  Mexico, 
proposed  to  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte  "  that  he  should  give  form  to  a  political  pro- 
gramme of  conservative  character,  without  any  mixture  of  a  foreign  monarchy, 
for  which  no  one  had  any  thought."  The  French  government  htis,  then,  been 
and  is  the  real  and  sole  author  of  the  project  of  establishing  a  monarchy  in 
Mexico,  which  can  only  be  conceived  as  a  theory  by  persons  not  acquainted 
with  the  actual  condition  of  the  republic  nor  the  ideas  and  tendencies  of  its 
people,  or  who  believed  that  the  Mexican  people  was  an  automaton  with  which 
whatever  one  pleased  might  be  done. .   As  to  what  regards  presidents  of  Mexico 
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who  may  have  thought  of  commencing  negotiations  fr)r  such  purpose,  if  truly 
there  have  been  such,  they  would  be  nothing  more  than  the  small  leaders  of  the 
armed  rebellion  which  usurped  the  public  authority  in  1858,  and  which  France 
makes  an  effort  to  regard  as  the  government  of  Mexico.  But  if  Don  Felix  Zu- 
loaga  or  Don  Miguel  Miramon  entertained  such  a  thought,  assuredly  it  was  for 
no  other  purpose  than  to  flatter  the  sympathies  and  the  ambition  of  some  Euro- 
pean powers  to  obtain  foreign  aid  in  their  own  favor,  without  its  being  known 
that  they  could  not  maintain  themselves  in  authority  because  they  were  so  emi- 
nently unpopular.  Besides,  the  opinion  of  Don  Felix  Zuloaga  respecting  the 
re-establishment  of  a  foreign  monarchy  in  Mexico  is  already  declared  in  the 
manifesto  of  Don  Jose  Maria  de  Cobos,  already  quoted. 

M.  Billault  assures  us  that  "  such  hypotheses  ought  to  be  examined  by  the 
allies,  although  it  were  for  nothing  else  than  not  to  create  amongst  them  eventual 
competitions  for  this  purpose ;  that  the  language  of  the  Emperor  was  explicit, 
because  he  declared,  through  his  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  that  he  had  not  for 
himself,  nor  for  any  member  of  his  family,  any  ambitious  aspiration,  and  in- 
quired of  the  other  two  governments  if  they  had  the  same  ideas,  and  if  it  wouid 
not  suit  them  to  declare  that  they  would  take  po  advantage,  especial  or  personal, 
.  from  the  common  action." 

This  manifestation  completes  the  exposure  of  the  tendencies  of  the  French 
government.  If  the  people  of  Mexico  shall  at  some  time  think  of  establishing 
a  monarchy,  and  of  calling  a  European  prince  to  the  throne,  it  would  seem 
natural  to  think  they  would  choose  their  king  from  the  reigning  family  of  Spain, 
because  thereby,  at  least,  they  could  hope  to  be  ruled  by  a  person  who.  would 
speak  their  own  language,  and  with  whom  they  would  have  some  affinity.  If 
there  were  then  probabilities  that  some  member  of  the  reigning  dynasties  of  the 
allied  powers  would  be  invited  to  the  throne,  in  case  the  fancy  should  prove 
real  that  Mexico  should  desire  a  monarchy,  that  of  Spain  was  the  only  one  that 
had  them ;  and  the  Emperor,  in  proposing  to  his  allies  that  they  should  declare 
that  none  would  take  from  the  common  action  any  personal  advantages^  held 
the  transparent  purpose  of  depriving  Spain  of  what  her  government  might  think 
she  had  a  right  to  expect  by  this  step,  which  must  make  more  easy  and  certain 
the  fortunate  issue  to  the  candidate  he  had  by  anticipation  selected,  and  about 
whom  there  was  already  a  concerted  plan.  What  other  object  could  such  a  pre- 
tension of  the  French  government  have  when,  in  Article  II  of  the  treaty,  the 
contracting  parties  then  engaged  themselves  "  not  to  seek  for  themselves,  in  the 
employment  of  the  coercive  measures  contemplated  by  the  present  convention, 
any  acquisition  of  territory  nor  any  special  advantage  ?" 

M.  Billault  confesses  afterwards,  without  disguise,  that  the  candidature  of  the 
Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian,  of  Austria,  originated  directly  and  imme- 
diately with  the  Emperor.     He  says  : 

"  As  the  intentions  of  the  Emperor  as  to  reciprocal  disinterestedness  were 
already  demonstrated,  he  pointed  out,  as  incapable  of  creating  any  rivalries 
among  the  allies,  and  in  case  that  the  national  voice  should  require  it,  the  mon- 
archical form ;  and  in  case  it  should  desire  a  foreign  prince,  he  pointed  out,  I  say, 
under  the  recollections  of  a  recent  war,  a  prince  whose  noble  qualities  and  whose 
exalted  sovereign  family  commended  him  to  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  imperial  government  fell  into  a  palpable  contra- 
diction ;  it  seemed  apparent  that  they  left  the  Mexican  people  at  full  liberty  to 
arrange  their  affairs  as  to  them  should  seem  best,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
suggested  to  them  as  the  sole  remedy  for  their  griefs  to  create  a  throne  and  desig- 
nate the  candidate  proclaimed  'by  the  army  of  occupation.  M.  Billault  goes  on, 
saying  that  such  manifestation  was  not  made,  except  in  diplomatic  conversation, 
as  the  indication  of  an  eventuality ;  that  it  seemed  well  to  the  British  govern- 
ment, according  to  the  instructions  given  by  Lord  Kussell  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke, 
the  17th  January,  1862,  but  that  the  Spanish  government  was  not  so  exact,  as 
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in  the  indication  given  by  her  ambasBador  at  Paris,  M.  Mon,  he  did  not  explain, 
and  limited  himself  to  giving  an  account  of  it  to  his  government,  under  date  of 
October  13,  1861.  These  explanations  expose  anew  the  duplicity  with  which 
the  imperial  government  acted  in  this  business.  To  Spain,  which  they  knew 
desired  monarchy  in  Mexico,  they  intimated  that  its  establishment  would  be  the 
probable  result  of  the  expedition  as  early  as  the  12th  9f  October,  (that  is,  about 
three  weeks  before  the  signing  of  the  treaty)  whilst  to  England,  which  enter- 
tained different  views,  they  made  no  intimation  of  this  until  the  middle  of  Jan- 
uary, 1862,  two  months  and  a  half  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty.  Besides, 
the  English  government  did  not  adopt  the  candidature  such  as  the  Emperor  pro- 
posed it,  (that  is,  as  emfinating  from  the  allies,)  buj  that  they  accepted  it  in  case 
it  should  emanate  from  the  spontaneous  wish  of  the  Mexican  people;  for  in  the 
instructions  cited  by  M.  Billault,  Lord  Russell  said  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke  (No. 
120  of  tlie  first  part  of  the  correspondence  on  the  affairs  of  Mexico,  presented 
to  Parliament  by  the  British  government,)  what  follows :  **  It  is  said  that  the 
Archdoke  Ferdinand  Maximilian  will  be  invited  by  a  large  body  of  Mexicans 
to  place  himself  on  the  throne  of  Mexico.  *  *  *  I  have  little  to 
ada  to  my  former  instructions  on  this  head.  If  the  Mexican  people,  by  a  spon- 
taneous movement,  place  the  Austrian  archduke  on  the  throne  of  Mexico,  there 
is  nothing  in  the  convention  to  prevent  it.  On  the  other  hand,  we  could  be  no 
parties  to  a  forcible  intervention  for  this  purpose.  The  Mexicans  must  consult 
their  own  interests." 

The  Spanish  government  was  still  less  acquiescent  in  respect  of  such  candi- 
dature, and  M.  Billault,  who  cannot  conceal  the  displeasure  which  this  caused 
to  his  government,  gives  to  understand  that  the  unfavorable  reception  by  Spain 
of  this  indication  depended  on  her  seeking  that  the  throne  of  Mexico  should  be 
occupied  by  a  prince  of  the  Bourbon  family,  as  he  cites  a  fragment  of  a  despatch 
of  M.  Calderon  Collantes  to  M.  Mon  of  9th  December,  1861,  in  which  he  tells 
him  that  *•  the  Spanish  government  believed  it  in  accordance  with  historical  tra- 
ditions and  the  ties  which  should  unite  the  two  people  that  a  prince  of  the 
Bourbon  dynasty,  or  v^ry  closely  connected  with  it,  should  be  preferred."  M. 
Billault  is  not  just,  however,  to  Spain,  because  he  made  no  mention  of  another 
despatch  of  M.  Calderon  Collantes  to  the  Spanish  minister  in  London,  dated  the 
7th  February,  ]862,  (No.  70  of  the  documents  upon  Mexico  presented  to  the 
Spanish  cortes,)  in  which,  with  reference  to  the  case  that  **  it  should  be  left  to 
the  Mexicans  to  constitute,  in  perfect  freedom,  the  form  of  government  which 
would  best  suit  them,  and  to  choose  the  sovereign  most  satisfactory  to  them,  if 
they  should  decide  for  a  monarchy,"  he  said :  "  In  such  event  the  Queen's  gov- 
ernment could  not  be  offended,  nor  would  the  eXalted  sentiments  of  the  Spanish 
nation  be  wounded,  if  the  Mexican  people  should  decide  to  constitute  a  monarchy, 
and  to  choose  a  prince  who  should  not  be  united  by  the  ties  of  blood  with  our 
august  sovereign.  Her  government  has  repeatedly  shown  that  no  interested 
views  have  carried  the  Spanish  arms  into  Mexico;  and  without  saying  that  she 
would  refuse  the  throne  which  should  be  created,  in  case  it  were  offered  to  a 
prince  of  the  exalted  Bourbon  dynasty,  she  can  at  least  give  the  assurance  that 
she  would  reflect  much  before  taking  such  determination,  because  she  could  not 
disregard  the  serious  consequences  which  it  would  bring  with  it."  M.  Billault 
feels  surprised  that  some  persons  should  have  thought  the  hypothesis  of  substi- 
tuting a  monarchy  for  a  republic  had  something  oppressive  in  it,  and  after  pro- 
testing that  the  French  government  profoundly  respects  the  independence  of 
nations,  which  principle,  he  says,  was  inscribed  in  Italy  with  its  sword ;  that  he 
profoundly  respects  the  principle  of  national  sovereignty,  which,  he  says,  is  its 
strength,  legitimacy,  and  glory — protestations  of  which  he  is  prodigal  in  all 
directions  when  occasion  offers  to  make  them,  but  which,  unfortunately,  are  not 
confirmed  by  actions — declares  that  it  is  not  true  that  France  proposed  to  herself 
to  create  a  throne  in  Mexico  for  the  benefit  of  a  foreign  prince;  "  as  a  weighty 
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government — a  powerful  government — ^would  not  adopt  a  haphazard  policy,  and 
without  necessity  and  without  cause  go  and  commit  herself  to  shedding  the  blood 
and  wasting  the  treasure  of  France,  and  encountering  difficulties  which  all  the 
world  understand,  and  which  are  not  hidden  from  it." 

M.  Billault  has  the  idea  of  answering  in  this  wise  the  charges  Which  are 
brought  against  the  Emperor's  government :  that  it  uses  the  blood  and  treasure 
of  France  to  promote  the  interests  of  royal  adventurers,  without  any  benefit  to 
that  power.  M.  Billault  can  be  sure  that  only  persons  to  whom  the  policy  of 
the  Emperor  may  be  entirely  unknown  can  believe  such  things.  The  very 
example  of  Italy  which  M.  Billault  cites  proves  too  well  that  the  Emperor  does 
'not  go  without  compensation  for  the  aid  which  he  may  lend.  It  is  true 
that  at  present,  if  he  has  had,  he  has  not  shown  a  desire  that  any  one  of  his 
family  should  ascend  the  throne  of  Mexico ;  but  such  might  happen  in  order  not 
to  incite  the  jealousies  and  apprehensions  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  already  too 
disquieted  by  the  preponderance  which  the  imperial  government  goes  on  acquir- 
ing on  that  continent,  and  because,  by  another  combination,  which  seemed  to  him 
would  not  have  these  inconveniences,  he  expected  to  gather  the  same  advan- 
tages. The  Archduke  of  Austria,  elevated  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French  to 
a  throne  acquired  by  conquest  and  upheld  by  French  arms,  could  not  possess 
that  independence  of  which  the  Mexican  nation  is  so  jealous ;  but  he  would  be 
an  instrument  of  France,  without  will  of  his  own,  and  Mexico  would  be  reduced 
to  the  sad  condition  held  by  the  Ionian  Islands.  Besides,  the  plans  of  the  Em- 
peror have  already  come  too  much  to  light  to  appear  disinterestea.  By  conceding 
to  the  Austrian  dynasty  a  vast  empire  in  America,  he  hoped  to  obtain  from  the 
Emperor  Francis  Joseph  the  assignment  of  Venetia  to  the  kingdom  of  Italy, 
arranging  in  this  matter  the  most  difficult  part  of  that  Italian  question  which 

S resents  to  him  so  many  difficulties.  It  is  natural  to  believe  that  he  was  not 
oing  this  fresh  service  to  King  Victor  Emanuel  without  being  paid  for  it  with 
a  new  cession  to  France  of  another  slice  of  Italian  territory.  On  the  other 
hand,  that  which  principally  attracted  the  attack  of  the  Emperor  was  the  repub- 
lican system  of  government  predominant  in  America.  The  Emperor  cannot 
dissemble  the  disgust  with  which  he  looks  upon  republics,  perchance  because  to 
them  he  owes  his  aggrandizement.  It  appears  only  as  if  he  might  apprehend 
that  were  such  system  left  to  its  development,  it  might  at  no  remote  day  even 
undermine  his  throne.  He  has  already  destroyed  two  republics,  and  now  seeks 
to  destroy  a  third,  which  surely  would  be  only  the  commencement  of  operations 
on  a  larger  scale  for  the  subversion  of  republican  government  all  over  this  conti- 
nent. M.  Billault  asserts,  with  great  emphasis,  that  the  French  government 
understands  very  well  all  the  difficulties  of  the  Mexican  question,  and  is  deter- 
mined to  confront  them,  and  this  is  the  first  indication  thai  the  imperial  govern- 
ment believes  that  there  may  be  difficulties  in  the  enterprise  it  purposes  to  cany 
out  in  Mexico,  and  in  respect  to  the  probabilities  of  a  favorable  termination  of 
which  he  has  been  in  a  state  of  hallucination  so  complete  that,  truly,  it  does  not 
speak  much  in  favor  of  the  sagacity  and  foresight  of  the  Emperor.  It  seems  as 
if  the  Emperor  was  thoroughly  persuaded  that  it  was  quite  enough  for  him  to 
enunciate  his  will  for  the  Mexican  people  to  adopt  it  without  hesitation.  In  any 
other  way  it  cannot  be  explained  how  it  is  that  he  would  order,  with  the  inten- 
tion that  it  should  reach  the  capital  of  the  republic,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Spanish  contingent,  composed  of  six  thousand  men,  a  body  of  troops  of  only 
two  thousand  five  hundred,  without  supplies,  without  baggage,  as  if  everything 
were  to  be  had  ready  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  arrival  of  the  troops  by  the  Mexican 
people.  And  how  is  it  that,  with  the  other  three  thousand  men  that  he  sent 
afterwards,  he  thought  that  he  could  accomplish  the  same  object,  even  without 
the  aid  of  the  Spanish  contingent?  From  the  middle  of  September,  when  at 
any  rate  the  convention  of  London  was  not  concluded,  but  when  the  French 
government  no  longer  made  a  mystery  of  the  determination  to  overthrow  the 
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actual  government  in  Mexico,  M.  Thouvenel  already  was  considering  it  highly 
probable  that  such  government  would  be  overthrown,  even  before  the  agents  of 
France  and  England  in  Mexico  could  have  received  the  instructions  which  had 
been  ordered  to  be  sent  to  them,  that  they  would  not  present  their  ultimatuin 
to  the  government  of  the  republic,  as  appears  from  the  despatch  before  cited 
from  Lord  Russel  to  Lord  Cowley,  of  the  23d  September,  1861,  (No.  30  of  the 
first  part  of  the  correspondence  upon  Mexico,  presented  to  the  English  Parlia- 
ment.) Nothing  but  this  vain  confidence  can  explain  the  frivolity  with  which  M. 
Billault  said  emphatically,  in  the  speech  he  made  in  the  French  legislative  body 
on  the  13th  of  March,  1862,  upon  the  affairs  of  Mexico :  "  We  are  on  the  road 
to  Mexico."  "  We  ought  to  be  there."  Subsequent  events  will  teach  M.  Bil- 
lault that  the  imperial  government  has  not  yet  an  approximate  idea  of  the  difficulties 
which  the  development  of  its  plans  will  meet  in  Mexico.  M.  Billault  having 
ended  his  argument  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  France  in  taking  recourse  to 
hostilities  against  Mexico,  which  measure  he  presented  as  an  inevitable  necessity, 
and,  in  referring  to  and  commenting  on  the  negotiation  which  preceded  the  con- 
vention of  London,  passed  in  continuance,  to  set  forth  what  happened  from 
the  time  the  allied  troops  arrived  in  Mexico,  begins  by  saying  "  that  public 
opinion  haa  confounded  in  like  estimates  the  withdrawal  of  the  English  force 
and  that  of  Spain;  that  without,  at  that  time,  explaining  himself  upon  these 
fewrts,  be  stated  the  difference  to  be  that  Spain  was  convinced  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  penetrate  to  the  interior,  organized  her  expedition  accordingly,  and 
sent  ont  an  army  corps ;  whilst  England,  less  convinced  of  the  advantage  of  a 
campaign  in  the  interior,  without  communicating  this  to  France  and  Spain,  an- 
nounced, at  the  beginning,  that  she  would  take  no  part  in  it,  only  landed  some 
hundreds  of  marines  on  the  coast,  and  re-embarked  them  some  time  before  the 
dissensions  of  the  conference  at  Orizaba  could  have  broken  out."  M.  Billault 
adds :  "  It  was  UQt  necessary,  therefore,  that  bitter  and  unjust  remarks  should 
be  applied  to  her." 

Altnough  I  trouble  myself  but  little  about  what  France  may  say  of  her  allies, 
and  less  still  of  the  charges  she  may  make  against  them,  or  the  satisfaction  she 
may  give,  I  think  it  proper  not  to  let  this  slight  incident  pass  unnoticed,  because 
it  serves  to  characterize  the  French  government. 

In  the  initiative  taken  by  the  imperial  government  in  the  legislative  body, 
after  the  battle  of  Puebla,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  modification  of  the  law 
on  the  estimates  for  1862,  assigning  15,000,000  of  francs  to  meet  the  expenses 
which  must  grow  out  of  the  despatch  of  re-enforcements  to  Mexico,  sustained  by 
the  general  of  division,  Allard,  one  of  the  imperial  commission  for  defending 
and  explaining  the  military  estimates  before  that  body,  what  follows  was  said: 
"In  the  interval  which  has  passed  since  that  day,  (the  26th  January  last,  when 
the  Emperor  delivered  his  address  at  the  opening  of  the  great  colegii^lative 
bodies  of  the  state,)  Spain  and  England  had  thought  proper  to  withdraw  their 
troops  from  Mexico,  and  a  small  French  force  of  7,000  men  alone  remained 
charged  with  continuing  operations  commenced  in  common." 

The  inaccuracy  of  this  assertion,  made  officially  by  a  commissioner  of  the 
imperial  government,  and  not  by  a  mistaken  public  opinion,  is  notorious,  not 
only  as  relates  to  England,  but  also  in  what  relates  to  Spain.  As  soon  as  Earl 
Cowley  heard  of  it  he  protested  against  it,  and  demanded  its  correction.  M. 
Thouvenel  replied  "he  had  no  doubt  that  the  statement  was  erroneous,  and 
proffered  to  him  that  he  would  take  care  it  shoidd  be  set  right  in  the  legislative 
body  in  the  explanations  which  were  about  to  be  confided  to  M.  Billault  to 
make  to  that  chamber  upon  the  events  which  were  passing  in  Mexico."  (No.  26 
of  third  part  of  the  correspondence  upon  the  affairs  of  Mexico  presented  to  the 
British  Parliament.)  Earl  Russell,  to  whom  Earl  Cowley  communicated  the 
foregoing,  says  in  a  despatch  to  him  of  January  19,  (No.  28  of  third  part  of 
the  game  correspondence,)  that  the  English  government  had  only  offered  to  con- 
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tribute  a  force  of  marines,  because  it  was  thought  that  the  capture  of  Vera  Cruz 
would  occasion  some  bloodshed ;  but  as  that  was  not  so,  the  force  was  ordered  to 
be  withdrawn,  which  was  no  longer  with  any  purpose  before  it,  and  at  the  date 
qf  the  rupture  at  Orizaba  there  were  only  150  marines  at  Vera  Cruz.  Earl 
Russell  mentioned  the  reason  why  these  150  men  were  ordered  to  be  withdrawn 
in  these  words  :  *•  The  principle  of  non-intervention  having  been  always  main- 
tained by  her  Majesty's  government,  this  force  was  withdrawn,  and  the  British 
flag  hauled  down,  upon  the  expressed  detennination  of  Admiral  de  la  Graviere 
and  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  to  march  to  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  overthrowing 
the  government  of  President  Juarez."  Which  indicates  that  England  did  not 
consider  such  to  be  the  purport  of  the  treaty  of  London,  and  that  when  France 
sought  to  reduce  it  to  this  she  thought  she  ought  not  to  act  in  aid  of  that  power. 

Lord  Cowley  gave  M.  Thouvenel  a  copy  of  that  despatch,  and  M.  Thouvenel 
assured  him  (No.  31  of  the  same  correspondence)  that  Lord  Russell* s  observa- 
tions were  quite  correct,  and  said  that  he  would  send  them  to  M.  Billault,  who 
would  make  use  of  them  in  the  statement  which  he  was  about  to  make  to  the 
legislative  body  on  the  affairs  of  Mexico. 

We  have  already  seen  how  he  complied  with  this  promise,  by  making  against 
the  English  government  the  fresh  charge  of  having  announced  that  it  would 
take  no  part  in  a  campaign  in  the  interior  without  communicating  this  to  France 
and  Spain,  when,  by  the  documents  which  are  published,  it  appears  that  this  is 
not  correct,  because,  in  a  despatch  which  Lord  Russell  addressed  to  Sir  Charles 
Wyke  on  the  15th  November,  1861,  (No.  80  of  the  first  part  of  the  corre- 
spondence  cited,)  he  said,  in  reference  to  the  case  of  the  allies  marching  upon 
the  city  of  Mexico  :  "  If  such  a  case  should  arise,  decline  to  direct  the  marines 
to  take  part  in  the  operations  against  Mexico.'*- 

Of  this  despatch.  Lord  Russell  the  next  day  sent  a  copy  to  Earl  Cowley 
(No.  84)  "  for  your  information,  and  for  communication  to  the  French  govern- 
ment." As  to  what  respects  Spain,  it  appears  that  although  its  government 
might  have  had  a  wish  that  the  allied  forces  should  have  gone  to  the  capital  of 
the  republic,  it  never  proposed  such  an  object  for  itself,  for,  looking  at  the  mili- 
tary resources  which  it  sent  to  Mexico,  it  seems  that  net  only  it  never  had  the 
thought  of  reaching  the  capital,  although  it  might  manifest  to  M.  Thouvenel 
that  such  a  result  would  be  gratifying  to  it,  but  that  it  did  not  even  entertain 
the  thought  of  making  a  campaign  in  the  interior.  As  little,  then,  is  it  true, 
as  asserted  by  M.  Billault,  that  Spain  would  organize  her  expedition  as  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  campaign  in  the  interior. 

The  allied  forces  once  landed  on  the  soil  of  Mexico,  the  intentions  of  the  im- 
perial government  were  expressed  through  its  organ,  M.  Billault,  (p.  966,  col.  5,) 
that  they  would  open  no  new  negotiations ;  that  they  would  not  even  present  an 
ultimatum;  but,  "the  last  admonition  being  given,  and  Juarez  being  powerless 
to  give  us  the  satisfaction  and  the  guarantees  to  which  we  have  right,  that  which 
would  have  to  be  done  would  be  to  operate,  to  march  forward,  to  overthrow  this 
phantasm  of  a  government,  which  had  broken  all  its  promises,  and  place  the 
country  in  condition  to  constitute  a  government  which  could  do  us  justice,  and, 
if  it  would  not  or  could  not,  as  the  opportunity  had  been  offered  to  it,  then  to 
constitute  one  by  ourselves  for  ourselves."  This  is  really  monstrous;  although 
the  complaints  which  France  might  have  had  against  Mexico  had  been  most 
sacred  and  most  just,  the  proceeding  she  was  taking  was  ho  savage,  so  contrary 
to  the  first  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations,  that  it  would  have  sufficed  to  cause 
the  forfeiture  of  a  just  right.  But  what  does  the  law  of  nations  matter  to  the 
Emperor,  when  he  has  binite  force  enough  to  place  him  above  it,  to  make  a 
mockery  of  it,  and  to  intimidate  the  other  nations  of  the  earth,  and  to  compel 
them  not  merely  to  abstain  from  calling  him  to  account  for  his  excesses,  but 
even  to  applaud  them  ? 

A  military  expedition  undertaken  in  this  manner — without  just  cause,  without 
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Mjing  what  was  sought,  without  presenting  an  ultimatum,  without  previous 
declaration  of  war,  forming  beforehand  suppositions  which  were  very  far  from 
being  correct,  and  holding  the  purpose  which  M.  Billault  says  was  that  of  the 
alliance — is  what  public  opinion  characterizes  as  **a  iillibustering  expedition," 
whoever  may  undertake  it,  whether  he  is  called  William  Walker,  Raoussett  de 
Boulbon,  or  Napoleon  III,  and  whether  undertaken  in  tho  name  of  a  nation  or 
an  individual.  The  physical  force  of  which  the  Emperor  has  the  disposal,  great 
as  it  is,  iB  not  sufficient  to  change  the  morality  of  his  actions.  In  the  flagrant 
conduct  which  he  is  now  pursuing  he  is  settling  precedents  which  may,  without 
any  difficulty,  recoil,  at  some  not  remote  day,  upon  his  country,  and  even  upon 
his  own  head.  Neither  England  nor  Spain  would  have  adopted  such  a  mon- 
strous course  of  action,  and  hence  it  followed  that,  from  the  beginning,  dissen- 
sions arose  among  the  allies.  In  the  despatch  which  Earl  Russell  addressed  to 
Earl  Cowley  on  the  1st  March,  1862,  (No.  23  of  the  second  part  of  the  corre- 
gpondence  presented  to  Parliament,)  he  said:  "As  to  the  existing  government, 
it  was  never  understood  that  the  government  de  facto  of  Mexico  was  not  to  be 
treated  with." 

Spain  expected  the  fall  of  that  government  to  be  produced  by  the  simple  fact 
of  the  arrival  of  the  allied  forces  in  the  Mexican  territory,  but  never  purposed 
to  employ  her  physical  force  in  overthrowing  it. 

The  most  extraordinary  thing  of  all  is  that  the  French  government  bitterly 
censures  its  agents  because  they  have  not  followed  such  policy,  when  not  to 
have  adopted  it  depended  on  only  one  cause:  the  want  of  foresight  in  the  im- 
perial government,  which  ordered  them  to  do  a  thing,  but  did  not  give  them  the 
elements  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  allied  expedition  at  Vera  Cruz,  it  was  composed,  as  M. 
Billault  said  a  short  time  before,  "of  6,000  or  7,000  Spanish  soldiers,  about 
2,500  French  soldiers,  and  some  English  marines,  intended  to  be  immediately 
landed." 

This  force,  as  Count  Reus  declared  at  the  conference  of  the  allied  plenipo- 
tentiaries at  Orizaba,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1862,  (copy  annexed  to  Doc.  119  of 
the  second  part  of  the  correspondence  presented  to  Parliament,)  "arrived  at 
Vera  Cruz  without  wagons,  without  horses,  without  mules,  without  any  of  the 
means  necessary  for  the  transport  of  provisions,  of  the  sick,  and  of  artillery — in 
such  condition,  in  fine,  that  it  might  have  been  supposed  that  it  had  beforehand 
been  resolved  to  limit  the  campaign  to  Vera  Cruz." 

This  construction  was  rectified  by  Admiral  la  Graviere,  commander  of  the 
French  forces,  as  \i  shown  by  the  act  of  the  conference  aforesaid.  How,  then, 
was  it  possible  that  9,500  men,  destitute  of  every  sort  of  means  for  transporta- 
tion of  provisions,  of  munitions,  and  of  its  artillery,  could  have  penetrated  the 
interior,  reached  the  capital  of  a  nation  of  8,000,000  of  inhabitants,  and  over- 
overthrown  tlie  government  which  the  nation  had  freely  chosen  for  itself. 

Since  the  French  government  shows  such  inconceivable  trifling  with  mili- 
tary aflairs,  it  may  be  well  to  cite  to  it  the  opinion  of  a  distinguished  Spanish 
general  respecting  the  number  of  the  force  which  it  was  necessary  to  employ  to 
make  the  campaign  in  the  interior  of  3^exico.  General  Serrano,  in  his  commu- 
nication to  the  minister  of  state  at  Madrid,  of  the  16th  December,  1861,  (No.  42 
of  the  documents  presented  to  the  Spanish  cortes,)  says  to  him : 

"Also  I  must  insist  once  and  again  that  if  a  campaign  in  the  interior  is  in 
contemplation,  the  combined  allied  forces  are  not  sufficient  to  carry  it  out  with 
good  result.  A  less  force  than  20,000  or  25,000  men  ought  not,  in  my  opinion, 
to  take  a  single  step  into  the  interior  of  the  republic.  The  contrary  would  be 
to  expose  it  to  disaster." 

The  prudence  and  correctness  of  these  observations  is  fully  confinned  by  the 
facte.  When  the  French  sought  to  penetrate  with  only  7,000  men  they  suffered 
a  terrible  defeat,  and,  knowing  that  with  such  a  force  they  could  not  take  a 
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single  step  forward,  they  sent  afterwards  more  than  30,000,  too  late,  however, 
to  prevent  the  disaster  at  Puebla.  The  same  General  Serrano,  who  was  fully 
empowered  by  his  government  to  regulate  as  he  might  think  best  everything 
relative  to  the  Spanish  expedition  against  Mexico,  and  whose  views  respecting 
the  march  into  the  interior  I  have  just  set  out,  was  very  far  from  intimating  to 
the  general-in-chief  of  the  expeditionary  forces  that  he  should  go  into  the  interior 
of  the  republic;  because  in  the  first  instructions  which  he  communicated  to  him  on 
the  28th  of  November  of  the  year  mentioned,  on  leaving  Vera  Cruz,  (copy  No.  1 
annexed  to  No.  42  of  the  documents  cited,)  he  said  that  he  should  offer  to  the  Mex- 
ican government  the  ultimatum,  of  which  he  had  given  him  a  copy,  and  that  if  the 
reply  was  affirmative,  he  should  require  satisfaction  in  a  certain  form,  and  added : 
"  Should  the  reply  of  the  Mexican  government  be  in  the  negative,  he  was  at 
once  to  establish  a  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  taking 
care  to  proceed  in  the  most  liberal  manner  possible,  and  in  terms  that  Mexicans 
only  might  suffer  the  consequences  and  damages.  They  were  also  to  open 
hostilities,  in  concert  with  the  chief  of  the  land  forces,  and  obtain  possession,  at 
whatever  cost,  of  the  castle  of  Ulloa,  according  to  the  instructions  communicated 
to  their  conmiander,  which  will  also  be  forwarded  to  your  excellency." 

It  is  seen,  then,  that  the  Spanish  forces  were  sent  without  instructions  to  march 
into  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  with  express  orders  that,  in  case  hostilities 
should  be  inevitable,  they  should  restrict  themselves  to  blockading  the  ports  of 
Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  and  taking  possession  of  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de 
Ulloa,  and  perhaps  also  the  cities  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico.  This  perfectly 
explains  why  the  Spanish  contingent  reached  Vera  Cruz  without  means  for 
transportation.  Although  it  is  certain  that  the  instructions  quoted  were  given 
while  it  was  thought  that  the  Spanish  forces  were  about  to  operate  alone,  they 
indicate  the  intention  of  the  government  at  Madrid  not  to  make  a  campaign  in 
the  interior — an  intention  it  could  not  alter  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of 
London,  because  it  neither  increased  the  Spanish  contingent  in  the  proportion 
necessary  to  make  a  campaign  in  the  interior,  nor  sent  to  it  the  means  of  trans- 
portation that  were  indispensable.  The  Spanish  force  which  formed,  so  to  speak, 
the  vanguard  of  the  allied  army,  disembarked  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  17th  of  De- 
cember, 1861,  and  far  from  being  received  under  triumphal  arches  and  with 
coronals  of  flowers  by  the  oppressed  people  they  came  to  save  and  restore  their 
right  to  give  themselves  a  good  government,  as  France  had  taken  good  care  to 
have  put  in  circulation  a  long  while  before  the  treaty  of  London  was  signed, 
they  entered  the  Mexican  territory  in  a  mode  which  1  will  abstain  from  describ- 
ing, leaving  this  task  to  the  Spanish  commanders  who  were  at  the  head  of  the 
expedition. 

General  Don  Manuel  Gassett,  in  command  of  the  expeditionary  division,  said 
to  General  Serrano,  captain  general  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  in  a  communication 
dated  at  Vera  Cruz,  December  21,  1861,  (copy  No.  13  annexed  to  No.  62  of  the 
documents  presented  to  the  Spanish  cortes,)  what  follows : 

**  Being  in  possession  of  the  town  of  Vera  Cruz  on  the  17th  instant,  as  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you  in  a  separate  communication,  I  found  the  city 
abandoned  by  one-half  its  inhabitants,  and  by  all  the  public  functionaries,  with 
exception  of  the  ayuntamiento,  which  had  remained  with  the  special  purpose  of 
watching  over  the  course  of  municipal  interests,  without  interfering  even  indi- 
rectly in  anything  which  might  indirectly  implicate  the  slightest  aid  to  the 
troops  which  might  occupy  the  place,  in  accordance  with  express  orders  by  the 
government  of  the  republic.  Even  the  arcliives  and  most  insignificant  bundles 
of  papers  from  all  the  offices  had  disappeared  completely;  and  there  was  not 
even  any  one  who  would  come  forward  to  provide  lodging  for  the  officers  for 
fear  of  some  day  incurring  the  penalties  which  the  Mexican  government  had 
indicated  against  any  inhabitant  who  should  find  among  us  the  slightest  protec- 
tive  interference.     On  the  other  part,  the    attitude  of  the  scanty  remaining 
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population  was  evidentl  j  pacific,  although  suspicious  of  us  from  the  absurd  reports 

which  had  currency  against  the  want  of  discipline  of  the  Spanish  army." 
*  •••••••• 

**  You  will  understand  from  this  brief  narrative,  which  I  will  enlarge  in  my 
next  communication,  how  urgent  is  the  coming  in  of  some  of  the  employes  of 
the  government  and  administration,  because,  with  the  exception  of  a  curate  and 
two  chaplains,  no  one  remained  here  who  could  give  an  idea  of  such  a  govern- 
ment ;  and  all  residents  keep  aloof  from  us  for  fear  of  compromising  themselves 
terribly.  To  complete  the  picture,  I  regret  that  I  must  also  say  to  you  that 
the  question  of  subsistence  is  of  the  most  serious  character.  Nothing  comes  to 
market,  because  provisions  come  a  distance  of  four  to  five  leagues  wliere  the 
sand  barrens  and  uncultivated  lands  end,  and  the  enemy's  outposts  intimidate 
all  who  would  come  into  Vera  Cruz;  the  old  existing  supplies  are  growing 
scarce ;  trade  is  at  an  end ;  the  poor  are  without  employment ;  and  upon  the 
entry  of  the  expeditionary  forces  the  consumption-  of  the  few  remaining  supplies 
will  soon  be  finished." 

In  another  communication  from  the  same  general,  dated  26th  of  said  Decem- 
ber, (copy  No.  14  annexed  to  No.  62  of  the  documents  cited,)  he  said  to  General 
Serrano  : 

"  I  told  you  in  my  former  conununication  that  in  respect  to  the  administration 
of  justice  I  found  myself  more  embarrassed  than  in  any  other  branch,  and 
therefore  regard  as  most  urgent  the  arrival  of  employes  for  that  service,  because 
really  it  causes  alarm  to  consider  that  amid  a  population  of  this  class,  at  a  port 
of  such  importance  that  the  custom-house  in  normal  periods  yields  four  millions 
of  dollars  a  year,  no  persons  have  remained  who  are  capable  of  constituting 
even  a  district  court  or  a  notarial  office.  •••*•• 
On  the  question  of  a  municipality,  which,  on  our  arrival,  seemed  so  easy  and,  as 
it  were,  settled,  difficulties  have  been  stirred  up.  This  corporation  remained  to 
take  care  of  the  public  tranquillity  and  of  the  administration  of  municipal  inter- 
ests until  the  arrival  of  the  Spanish  division,  and  I  thought  of  leaving  it  in  the 
exercise  of  its  functions,  because  it  really  was  a  necessity  when  I  had  to  estab- 
lish all  the  branches  of  government'  and  administration ;  but  very  soon  the  coun- 
cilmen  exhibited  their  indisposition,  and  having  made  a  point  of  the  ridiculous 
pretensions  of  regarding  themselves,  and  being  regarded  as  a  Mexican  corpora- 
tion, independent  in  its  charge  of  the  administration  of  the  city,  and  thus  far 
with  expectations  of  not  being  interfered  with  in  any  respect  or  by  any  one." 

Don  Juan  Antonio  Lopez  de  Cevallos,  secretary  of  the  diplomatic  mission  of 
Spain  in  Mexico,  in  a  despatch  addressed  to  his  government  from  Vera  Cruz, 
dated  19th  December,  1861,  (No.  66  of  the  documents  above  cited,)  describes  in 
these  terms  the  disembarcation  of  the  Spanish  army  at  Vera  Cruz  :  *'  The  mole 
and  principal  square  were  full  of  curious  people,  and  it  gave  me  no  little  surprise 
to  learn  that  almost  all  were  Spaniards.  Not  a  single  demonstration  of  satisfac- 
tion nor  a  shout  of  enthusiasm  gave  us  to  understand  that  we  were  surrounded 
by  fellow  countrymen.** 

If  this  will  not  prove  the  manner  in  which  even  the  Spaniards  residing  in 
Mexico  received  the  expedition  sent  from  their  country  to  protect  them,  it  would 
suffice  to  see,  in  order  to  understand  it,  what  General  Serrano  wrote  on  the  16th 
December,  1861,  (No.  42,)  to  his  government,  which  is  as  follows : 

. "  Tlie  very  people  who,  till  now,  have  been  calling  for  the  approach  of  our 
armies,  and  who  have  so  often  and  so  repeatedly  demanded  that  they  should 
present  themselves  in  that  territory,  each  time  more  and  more  committing  the 
government  to  send  them,  are  the  first  to  fear  the  consequences  and  to  lament 
the  war." 

Even  after  General  Prim,  by  his  frank  and  approved  conduct,  had  succeeded 
in  obtaining  the  confidence  of  the  government  and  of  the  Mexican  nation,  and 
when  the  idlied  forces  moved  into  the  interior  of  the  country  by  virtue  of  the 
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convention  of  La  Soledad,  the  reception  given  to  them  at  Cordova  and  Orizaba 
appear  not  to  have  been  satisfactory  to  that  general;  as  appears  by  what  he 
communicated  to  his  government  in  a  despatch  dated  at  Orizaba,  the  1 7th 
March,  1861,  (No.  105,)  in  which  we  read  as  follows: 

"  The  welcome  given  us  at  Cordova  was  not  the  most  satisfactory,  nor  could 
it  be  expected  that  it  would  be  from  the  little  importance  of  that  town. 

"At  this  city  (Orizaba)  there  was  more  life  on  the  day  we  made  our  entry ; 
a  considerable  group  of  Spaniards  on  horseback  came  out  to  meet  us  a  league 
from  Orizaba,  and  accompanied  us,  breaking  out  in  enthusiastic  'vivas'  for  the 
Queen,  the  Spanish  army,  and  its  general-in-chief.«  The  streets,  the  grated 
windowSy  and  the  balconies  were  full  of  spectators,  attracted  rather  by  curiosity 
than  by  a  more  friendly  feeling." 

For  persons  who,  like  M.  de  Saligny  and  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  well  understand 
the  temper  of  the  Mexican  people,  this  cold  reception  which  the  liberating  forces 
met  on  the  part  of  the  oppressed  had  nothing  to  be  wondered  at  in  it ;  but  it 
was  not  less  natural  that  it  should  surprise  General  Prim,  Admiral  Jurien,  and 
Commodore  Dunlop,  because  according  to  the  reports  which  they  had  received 
in  Europe,  the  whole  country  was  expecting  the  allies  as  saviours.  It  was  also 
natural  that  the  same  persons,  fearing  that  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  not 
generally  understood,  (the  only  way  of  explaining  the  conduct  of  the  Mexicans,) 
should  think,  above  all  things,  of  telling  them  what  they  were  going  about. 

This  decided  General  Prim  to  propose  the  proclamation  which  the  allied  com- 
missioners addressed  to  the  Mexicans  the  10th  of  January,  1862,  of  which  docu- 
ment I  had  the  honor  to  send  a  copy  to  the  department,  with  my  note  of  16th 
February  following. 

The  Spanish  government  approved  the  conduct  of  its  plenipotentiary,  (No. 
81  of  the  documents  presented  to  the  cortes,)  and  the  French  and  English  dis- 
approved it  bitterly,  but  for  very  different  reasons. 

To  M.  Thouvenel  (No.  15  of  the  second  part  of  the  correspondence  presented 
to  the  British  Parliament)  it  seemed  that  the  proclamation  deviated  from  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  London  of  October  31,  1861,  and  from  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  the  French  commissioners,  and  he  found  it  to  be  in  terms  very 
favorable  to  the  Mexican  government ;  and  in  a  conversation  he  had  with  Lord 
Cowley,  (No.  21  of  the  second  part  of  the  same  correspondence,)  he  said  that  he 
could  hardly  censure  the  French  commissioners,  who  •*  had  objected  to  the  proc- 
lamation, and  had  only  joined  in  it  in  order  not  to  separate  themselves  from 
their  colleagues.** 

Which  assertion  is  not  confirmed,  nevertheless,  in  the  report  of  the  conference 
which  the  allied  commissioners  held  on  the  9th  January,  in  which  this  business 
was  discussed,  in  which  appears  (annex  No.  1  to  No.  79  of  the  documents  pre- 
sented to  the  Spanish  cortes)  what  follows : 

"  After  an  enlightened  discussion,  in  which  all  the  gentlemen  commissioners 
took  part,  it  was  agreed  that  the  measure  proposed  was  opportune,  and  it  adopted 
with  very  slight  modifications  the  allocution  drawn  up  by  the  Marquis  de  los 
Castillejos,  which  shall  be  printed  in  the  Spanish  language,  which  is  that  of  the 
country,  and  be  signed  by  the  five  persons  who  formed  the  joint  commission, 
and  be  disseminated  amongst  the  Mexicans  with  the  greatest  possible  profusion." 

Earl  Russell  wrote  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke  on  the  25th  February',  1862,  (No.  17 
of  the  correspondence,  second  part,  presented  to  Parliament:)  "Her  Majesty's 
goveniment  cannot  approve,  indeed  they  strongly  disapprove,  this  proclamation." 

Soon  afterwards,  on  the  4th  of  March,  (No.  40,)  he  expressed  in  these  terms 
the  reasons  why  they  had  disapproved  the  proclamation  :  "  Her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment do  not  wish  to  have  even  the  appearance  of  interference  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  Mexico.'* 

And  as  in  such  proclamation  it  was  said  to  the  Mexican  people  that  the  allied 
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forces  were  going  to  proceed  to  the  formation  of  a  good  government,  it  was  dis- 
approved. 

The  proclamation  of  the  10th  of  January  was  followed  by  the  collective  note 
which  the  allied  commissioners  addressed  to  the  Mexican  government  on  the 
14th  of  the  same  January.  Greneral  Prim  submitted  at  the  first  meeting  which 
the  allied  commissioners  held,  (annex  No.  1  to  No.  79  of  the  documents  presented 
to  the  cortes)  a  project  he  had  written  out  beforehand,  of  a  note  addressed  to 
the  government  of  the  republic,  in  which  was  especially  said  to  it  the  same  as 
was  said  to  the  people  in  general,  and  proposed  that  the  representatives  of  each 
of  the  contracting  powers  should  send  a  separate  note,  specifying  the  reclama- 
tions urged  by  their  respective  governments.  This  step,  which  was  nothing  but 
natural,  was  approved  with  unanimity  by  the  allied  plenipotentiaries,  as  appears 
by  the  note  which  Sir  Charles  Wyke  addressed  to  Lord  Russell  the  16th  of 
January,  1862,  (No.  26  of  second  part  of  the  British  correspondence.)  The  repre- 
sentatives of  France  and  of  England  thinking,  however,  tnat  such  note  ought  to 
receive  deliberate  reflection,  asked  for  a  copy  of  the  one  submitted  by  General 
Prim.  At  the  second  conference,  held  by  the  allies  on  the  10th  of  January,  the 
manner  of  sending  such  note  was  settled,  and  Admiral  Jurien  proposed  some 
modifications  of  the  draught  of  General  Prim,  which  were  adopted,  as  appears  by 
the  record  of  that  conference,  (annex  No.  2  to  No.  72  of  the  documents  pre- 
sented to  the  cortes.) 

The  third  conference  took  place  on  the  13th,  and  then  the  question  was 
discussed  whether  the  collective  note  should  be  addressed  to  the  president  of 
the  republic  or  to  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  Mexico,  and  it  was  de- 
cided that  it  should  be  addressed  to  the  former  functionary,  and  that  those  which 
were  to  be  enclosed  with  it,  stating  the  reclamations  of  each  government,  should 
be  addressed  to  the  latter,  (No.  28  of  the  second  part  of  the  correspondence  pre- 
sented to  Parliament.) 

On  the  14th  the  allied  commissioners  had  another  meeting,  at  which  they 
talked  of  the  reclamations  which  each  desired  to  make  on  the  goveniment  of 
Mexico,  and  became  so  much  excited,  and  interchanged  such  unfriendly  expres- 
sions, that  they  were  ashamed  that  it  should  appear  upon  the  minutes,  and  de- 
termined to  consider  the  meeting  as  a  confidential  colloquy.  It  was  at  that 
meeting  determined  not  to  send  the  reclamations  to  the  Mexican  government, 
and  in  consequence  of  this  the  tone  and  style  of  the  collective  note  was  altered, 
(No.  29  of  the  second  part  of  the  same  correspondence.) 

I  dwell  upon  all  these  details,  because  they  show  that,  far  from  the  idea  of 
the  collective  note  having  been  objected  to  oy  the  French  commissioners,  as 
M.  Billault  asserts,  they  adopted  it  without  opposition,  and  in  part  even  made 
it  their  own,  because  it  appears  that  Admiral  Jurien  proposed  various  modifica- 
tions, which  were  adopted. 

£ven  if  these  steps  nad  not  been  indicated  as  natural  by  the  course  of  events, 
they  were  imperatively  required  by  the  lamentable  condition  in  which  the  allied 
forces  at  Vera  Cruz  were  kept,  which,  destitute  of  means  of  transportation,  could 
not  move  to  the  sounds  of  war  into  the  interior  of  the  country  without  being 
exposed  to  sure  disaster.  Let  us  see  how  Sir  Charles  Wyke  characterized  the 
situation  to  the  British  government  on  the  19th  January,  1862,  (No.  30  of  the 
second  part  of  the  British  correspondence :) 

'*  As  the  Mexicans  have  determined  to  abandon  their  ports  and  concentrate 
their  forces  in  the  interior,  we  lose  all  hold  on  them,  unless  we  follow  them 
there,  and  by  force  dictate  our  own  terms,  which,  with  such  a  land  force  as  the 
lilies  now  have  here,  would  be  impossible,  owing  to  the  resistance  we  should 
meet  with  from  the  whole  population  against  the  Spanish  portion  of  the  expe- 
dition. To  keep  so  large  an  agglomeration  of  European  troops  in  this  small 
town,  with  the  sickly  season  rapidly  approaching,  would  be  worse  than  impm- 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 15 
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dent ;  and  therefore  it  was  determined  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  remoye 
them  into  the  interior  as  far  as  the  first  table-lands,  where  are  situated  the  towns 
of  Jalapa,  Cordova,  and  Orizaba.  To  arrive  at  these  places,  however,  the  troops 
would  have  to  pass  some  most  formidable  mountain  passes,  which  the  Mexicans 
have  already  fortified  and  are  determined  to  defend." 

**  These  considerations  convinced  both  General  Prim  and  myself  that  we  must 
endeavor  to  obtain  what  we  required  by  persuasion  instead  of  by  force,  and 
hence  the  extremely  conciliatory  tone  of  our  joint  note  to  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, which  was  despatched  on  the  14th  instant  by  our  three  officers,  as  already 
stated.  They  were  instructed  verbally  to  demand  a  more  healthy  location  for 
the  allied  troops,  and  to  point  out  Jalapaand  Orizaba  as  suitable  places,  should 
they  not  be  objected  to  by  the  government." 

In  the  minutes  of  the  conference  which  the  allied  plenipotentiaries  held  at 
Orizaba,  April  9,  we  read  as  follows  : 

"  The  Count  Reus  believes  it  was  not  possible  to  act  in  any  other  manner, 
and  that,  in  entering  into  parleys  and  friendly  negotiations  with  the  Mexican 
government,  the  allies  did  nothing  but  gain  time  that  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  them  for  preparing  to  move  forward,  without  allowing  themselves  to  be  for  a 
moment  deceived  by  that  government,  as  some  have  supposed.  •     •     •     •    • 

"  On  the  28th  the  Spanish  army  commenced  its  march.  The  admiral,  at  the 
head  of  the  French  troops,  had  already  commenced  his  movement  on  the  26tli, 
without  encountering  either  formal  obstacles  or  hostilities ;  and,  nevertheless, 
the  two  armies  left  on  the  way  sad  traces  of  their  passage.  Sick,  baggage, 
horses,  mules,  unable  to  follow  the  column  under  a  scorching  sun,  over  horrible 
roads,  remained  behind,  and  gave  intelligence  of  all  the  difficulties  of  the  under- 
taking. 

"  His  excellency  adds  that  if  they  had  found  war  around  them,  a  misfortune 
would  have  been  possible." 

Thus  we  see  that  if  the  allies  entered  into  negotiations  to  gain  time,  it  was 
only  through  the  impossibility  in  which  they  found  themselves  to  do  otherwise, 
because  of  the  inconceivable  want  ot  foresight  of  their  governments,  which  were 
entirely  blind  as  to  the  manner  in  which  their  armies  were  going  to  be  received 
in  Mexico. 

If  any  doubt  should  remain  respecting  the  true  motives  which  determined  the 
allied  commissioners  to  open  negotiations,  from  the  belief  that  the  exposition 
quoted  of  General  Prim,  although  not  contradicted,  might  have  been  made  for 
the  purpose  of  justifying  his  conduct  by  exaggerating  past  difficulties,  it  would 
suffice,  to  dissipate  such  doubt,  to  look  at  the  anxiety  with  which  the  commis- 
sioners awaited  the  answer  of  the  Mexican  government  to  see  if  it  were  possible 
to  prolong  the  parleys  about  peace,  and  to  regard  the  vague  terms  in  which  their 
communications  to  that  government  were  framed  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  a 
rupture. 

In  their  note  of  January  14  (No.  30  of  the  second  part  of  the  British  corres- 
pondence) they  say  to  the  Mexican  government : 

•*  Three  great  nations  have  not  formed  a  powerful  alliance  solely  to  avenge 
outrages,  of  which  a  people,  themselves  exposed  to  cruel  trials,  have  been  guilty 
towards  them.  It  was  more  worthy  of  them,  while  uniting  their  arms,  to  offer 
a  friendly  hand  to  this  unhappy  people,  and  to  endeavor  to  save,  without  humil- 
iating them,  from  the  lamentable  prostration  in  which  they  are." 

And  fui-ther  on  they  added  : 

**  We  are  come  here  to  be  witnesses,  and,  if  necessary,  protectors,  of  the  re- 
generation of  Mexico." 

The  government  of  Mexico  had  just' gone  through  a  ministerial  change,  in 
virtue  of  which  General  Doblado  had  come  into  the  cabinet  the  leader  of  the 


PKESENT   CONDITION   OF    ^E^lCO.  Z21 

j^eace  party,  and  detennined  to  exhaust  all  conciliatory  measures  in  preference 
to  resisting  in  arms  the  pretensions  of  the  allies.  Despite,  then,  of  the  single 
fact  that  the  military  occupation  of  Mexican  territory,  without  a  declaration  of 
war,  was  sufficient  reason  for  not  entering  upon  negotiations  with  powers  which 
were  making  a  war  so  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  General  Doblado  answered 
the  allied  commissioners,  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month  of  January,  (No.  33,)  in 
a  conciliatory  tone,  saying  to  them  that  the  country  was  at  peace ;  that  all  the 
States  recognized  the  authority  of  the  federal  government,  which  was  resolved 
to  do  justice  to  the  claims  of  the  allies;  and  that  the  assistance  of*  armed  force 
which  they  offered,  was  not  therefore  necessary  for  any  purpose,  but  was  rather 
very  highly  inopportune.  He  besides  invited  the  allied  commissioners  to  go, 
accompanied  by  a  guard  of  2,000  men,  to  the  city  of  Orizaba,  where  they 
would  meet  commissioners  from  the  Mexican  government,  with  whom  they 
might  be  able  to  come  to  arrangements  which  should  assure  to  the  allied 
powers  satisfaction  of  their  complaints,  and  invited  them  to  re-embark  the  re- 
maining force. 

The  allied  conamissioners  regarded  this  reply  as  satisfactory,  excepting  that 
which  referred  to  the  re-embarkation  of  their  troops ;  and  the  English  govern- 
ment was  of  the  same  opinion.  Lord  Russell  said  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  in  his 
despatch  of  the  4th  of  March,  1862,  (No.  41  of  the  second  part  of  the  British  cor- 
respondence :)  "  Her  Majesty's  government  agree  with  you  in  thinking  that, 
wiui  the  exception  of  the  absurd  proposal  of  the  re-embarkation  of  the  allied 
forces,  the  answer  of  Senor  Doblado,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed  in  yoiir  des- 
patch of  the  30th  January,  is  tolerably  satisfactory." 

The  allied  commissioners,  following  up  the  project  of  gaining  time  by  avoid- 
ing hostilities,  and  persuaded  at  the  same  moment  of  the  necessity  of  passing 
to  the  interior  to  save  their  forces  from  perishing  during  the  sickly  season  on 
the  coast,  which  was  approaching,  planned  to  get  inland  as  friends,  and  on  the 
2d  of  February  again  addressed  the  Mexican  government,  and  in  a  note  drawn 
up  by  Admiral  Jurien,  in  which  they  abandoned  the  ground  they  had  placed 
themselves  upon,  they  said  (annex  No.  2  to  No.  65)  that  they  "  having  come  to 
Mexico  to  fill  a  mission  of  civilization,  they  have  hoped  and  have  the  strongest 
wish  to  accomplish  that  mission  without  spilling  one  drop  ot  Mexican  blood ;" 
and  concluded  by  informing  it  that  about  the  middle  of  February  they  would 
"  be  obliged  by  sanitary  reasons  to  march  to  Orizaba  and  Jalapa,  where  they  ex- 
pected to  be  amicably  received."  General  Prim,  in  communicating  that  note  to 
his  government,  said  to  Senor  Calderou  CoUantes,  under  date  of  February  7, 
(No.  92  of  documents  presented  to  the  cortes :) 

"  By  said  document  you  will  be  made  aware  of  our  firm  purpose  to  advance 
into  the  interior,  in  order  to  save  our  soldiers  from  the  bad  effects  of  this  in- 
salubrious climate — ^a  purpose  we  would  already  have  carried  into  execution 
but  for  the  obstructions  offered  by  the  want  of  means  of  transportation." 

General  Doblado  answered  on  the  6th  of  February,  (annex  1  to  No.  66  of 
the  second  part  of  the  British  correspondence,)  saying  that,  "as  the  government  of 
the  republic  does  not  know  what  may  be  the  mission  which  brings  to  Mexico 
the  commissioners  of  the  allied  powers,  inasmuch  as  up  to  the  present  time  they 
bave  only  announced  friendly  but  indefinite  promises,  whose  real  object  nobody 
unravels,  it  cannot  permit  the  advance  of  the  invading  forces  unless  there  are 
settled  with  clearness  and  precision  general  bases  which  may  make  known  the 
intentions  of  the  allies,"  and  relative  to  which  he  invited  the  plenipotentiaries 
to  send  a  conmiissioner  to  Cordova  to  confer  with  another  of  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment. 

To  this  note  the  commissioners  of  the  allied  powers  answered  the  9th  of 

1       February,  ^annex  2  to  No.  66,)  saying  that  "  the  decision  of  the  representatives 

\l     cannot  be  cnanged ;  the  allied  troops  will  march  inland  towards  the  middle  of 

the  month  of  February."     "  The  intentions  of  the  high  powers  have  already 
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been  set  forth  with  sufficient  clearness.  Nevertheless,  the  undersigned  repre- 
sentatives, desirous  of  making  a  final  eflfort  to  prevent  a  conflict  which  they 
would  deeply  regret,  think  it  right  to  invite  his  excellency  the  minister  for 
foreign  affairs  to  an  interview  with  Count  de  Reus,  who  will  give  him  in  their 
name  all  the  explanations  which  may  be  necessary  and  which  may  tend  to  dis- 
perse the  injurious  doubts  of  the  good  faith  of  the  high  powers  who  signed  the 
convention  of  October  31,  1861." 

This  invitation  was  accepted  by  the  Mexican  government,  under  date  of  Feb- 
ruary 13,  in  consequence  of  which  the  conferences  of  La  Soledad  took  place, 
to  which  the  preliminaries  of  the  19th  of  the  same  month  succeeded. 

On  the  10th,  before  the  allied  commissioners  received  the  reply  of  the  Mexican 
government  of  the  13th,  General  Zaragoza  (he  had  succeeded  General  Uraga 
in  command  of  the  army  of  the  east)  addressed  a  communication  to  them  (annex 
1  to  No.  67  of  the  second  part  of  the  British  correspondence)  of  the  following 
tenor :  , 

"Up  to  the  present  time  the  forces  of  the  allied  powers  invading  Mexico 
have  been  permitted  to  extend  their  operations  beyond  the  town  of  Vera  Cruz. 
To  continue  to  remain  a  passive  spectator  of  these  new  insults  would  be  indec- 
orous for  my  country,  and  unworthy  a  Mexican  general.  I  therefore  inform 
the  general-in-chief  of  the  said  forces  that  he  must  keep  them  in  their  present 
positions,  which  are  the  Tejeria,  Medellin,  Paso  del  Toro,  and  San  Juan  Loma 
de  Piedra,  and  not  advance  them  any  further.  Should  this  not  be  done,  I  ^hall 
consider  hostilities  broken  out,  and  war  declared  on  his  side ;  in  which  event  I 
shall  fulfil  the  sacred  duty  which  the  laws  of  my  country  impose  on  me  as  gen- 
eral-in-chief of  a  corps  d'armde  destined  for  the  defence  of  the  east." 

This  proper  and  natural  notice,  made  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  general 
charged  to  make  opposition  to  the  advance  of  the  allies,  and  which,  if  it  had 
something  unusual  in  it,  was  only  so  because  it  was  not  done  on  the  very  dav 
when  the  invading  forces  disembarked  at  Vera  Cruz,  was  characterized  by  the 
allied  commissioners  at  the  eighth  conference  they  had  at  Vera  Cruz,  on  the 
10th  February,  ^annexed  2  to  ^o.  95  of  the  documents  presented  to  the  cortes,)  as 
disrespectfol  ana  aggressive;  and  they  determined  to  send  that  note  to  the  Mex- 
ican government,  inquiring  of  it  whether  it  believed  General  Zaragoza  to  be 
sufficiently  subordinate  not  to  commit  any  aggression  contrary  to  the  orders  of 
the  supreme  government. 

The  commissioners  allowed  themselves,  moreover,  in  the  note  which,  for  this 
purpose,  they  addressed  to  the  government  of  Mexico,  the  11th  February,  (an- 
nex 3  to  No.  67  of  the  second  part  of  the  British  correspondence,)  to  say  that 
"if  they  had  followed  their  first  impulse.  General  Zaragoza  would  at  once 
have  received  the  chastisement  which  his  ineolencc  and  gratuitous  provocation 
merited." 

This  cursory  narrative  of  the  negotiations  which  preceded  the  convention  of 
La  Soledad,  leaves  it  beyond  all  doubt  that  they  were  opened  and  continued  by 
the  allied  commissioners  without  the  Mexican  government  having  done  any- 
thing which  could  cause  the  belief  that  it  purposed  to  treat  with  the  allies,  and 
gain  time  to  prepare  for  defence;  whilst  the  allies  initiated  them  solely  to  gain 
time,  in  order  to  receive  re-enforcements  which  they  expected,  and  io  get 
together  the  means  for  transportation  which  they  were  collecting.  It  shows, 
also,  that  the  commissioners  of  the  three  powers  had  recourse  to  negotiations 
willingly,  and  the  French,  too,  until  they  drew  up  some  one  of  the  notes  which 
were  exchanged  with  the  government  of  Mexico,  and  without  its  being  correct, 
as  asserted  by  M.  Billault,  that  they  made  opposition,  and  yielded  o^y  out  of 
deference  to  General  Prim. 

The  only  thing  which  is  found  in  all  the  official  documents  which  have  been 
published  in  regard  to  the  affair  of  Mexico,  that  seems  to  support  the  assertion 
made  by  M.  Billault,  is  what  Sir  Charles  Wyke  wrote  to  Ix)rd  Russell  the 
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19th  of  January,  1862,  (No.  30  of  the  second  part  of  the  British  correspond- 
ence,) which  is  as  follows  : 

"  Although  the  French  commissioners  finally  adopted  the  line  of  conduct  I 
have  descrihed,  they  evidently  did  so  with  reluctance,  owing  to  the  extreme 
hostility  of  M.  de  Saligny  to  the  Juarez  government,  which  Admiral  de  la 
Graviere  seems  also  anxious  to  get  rid  of,  with  the  hope  of  estahlishing  a  mon- 
irchy  in  its  place." 

But  this  only  proves  that  although  they  were  reluctant  to  acknowledge  and 
treat,  for  the  reasons  indicated,  with  a  government  in  regard  to  which  they  were  an- 
imated by  such  ill  feelings,  the  necessity  for  adopting  such  a  line  of  conduct  was 
90  great  and  so  manifest  that  even  the  agents  of  France  themselves  submitted  to 
it,  breaking  through,  in  this  respect,  the  instructions  they  had  received  from 
their  government.  They  yielded,  then,  to  an  inflexible  necessity,  and  not  to 
personal  considerations  of  any  kind.  In  place,  then,  of  the  French  govern- 
ment being  grateful  to  General  Prim  for  the  efforts  which  he  had  made  to  save 
the  aUied  forces,  among  whom  were  2,500  French,  from  the  terrible  catastrophe 
of  perishing  on  the  coasts  from  exposure  to  sure  disaster,  more  serious  than 
that  which  the  French  shortly  afterwards  suffered,  they  made  him  the  target 
for  their  envenomed  shafts,  and  do  not  disguise  the  disgust  it  gave  them  that  he 
would  not  lend  himself  to  be  the  blind  instrument  of  their  policy  in  Mexico. 
M.  Billault,  therefore,  attributes  to  him  all  the  fault,  if  fault  it  can  be  called,  of 
the  allies  having  entered  into  negotiatiations  with  the  government  of  Mexico, 
(p.  966,  CO.  5,)  and  says  that  "he  seemed  to  hold  different  ideas  from  those  which 
determined  his  government  to  sign  the  treaty  of  London ;  that  he  believed  in 
the  vitality  of  the  government  of  Juarez ;  that  he  believed  in  the  capacity  of 
ki£  ministers,  with  several  of  whom  he  had  acquaintance  of  his  free  will ;  that 
he  had  many  relations  with  the  country ;  that  he  seemed  to  accept,  from  the  first 
day,  the  phantasm  of  the  republic  over  which  Juarez  presided ;  that  he  had  not 
the  same  resentment  ot  the  outrages  which  his  countrymen  suffered,  nor  the 
same  views  as  those  which  had  dictated  the  treaty  in  virtue  of  which  the  expe- 
dition had  been  sent  out." 

General  Prim  went  to  Mexico  with  no  idea  that  could  prepossess  him  in  favor 
of  the  actual  government,  or  of  the  existing  order  of  things,  but  rather  much 
predisposed  against  both,  as  he  went  there  imbued  with  the  ideas  which  were 
circulated  in  Europe  in  respect  to  the  republic  and  its  government  at  the  Euro- 
pean courts  engaged  in  its  overthrow,  and  the  no  less  incorrect  opinions  held  by 
the  cabinet  at  Madrid.  The  testimony  of  facts  alone  could,  then,  make  him  be- 
lieve in  the  vitality  of  the  actual  government,  and  in  the  capacity  of  the  per- 
sons who  formed  it. 

If  such  were  his  ideas,  facts  have  occurred  to  demonstrate  how  correct  and 
how  well  founded  was  his  judgment.  His  friendship  with  some  of  the  minis- 
ters* of  the  actual  president  of  Mexico,  and  his  many  relations  with  the  republic, 
are  notorious  falsehoods.  The  supposed  indifference  with  which  he  regarded 
the  complaints  of  his  countrymen  is  gratuitous  calumny,  belied  by  the  conduct 
of  the  general  on  learning  that  the  Spaniards  resident  at  Tampico  had  been 
driven  out  of  the  country,  and  on  receiving  the  inaccurate  report  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  had  imposed  a  contribution  of  100,000  reals  on  each  of  three 
Spanish  subjects  residing  in  the  capital.  Although  it  is  true  that  he  is  bound 
by  the  ties  of  marriage  with  a  Mexican  family  which  has  been  living  hi  Europe 
for  some  time  past,  this  circumstance  could  only  prepossess  him  in  favor 
of  the  country  in  general,  and  not  of  its  government,  nor  of  the  existing 
order  of  things.  If  he  had  no  friendships  in  the  country  in  which,  relatively, 
he  was  unknown,  as  little  had  he  hatreds  as  deep,  as  unfounded,  as  those  which 
it  is  publicly  known  M.  de  Saligny  entertains,  especially  against  the  persons  in 

the  government,  and  against  the  country  generally.     It  was,  therefore,  natural 
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that  his  conclusions,  being  the  most  impartial,  should  also  be  the  mof?t  sound  and 
proper. 

M.Billault  continues  by  saying  that  the  disposition  of  General  Prim  "  occasioned 
a  relaxation  in  the  action  of  the  combined  expedition,  which  had  come  to  impose  its 
will  in  the  name  of  the  three  great  powers,  which  stayed  its  course,  and  carried 
it  into  conferences,  more  or  less  diplomatic,  with  the  perjured  government,  upon 
whose  downfall  the  expedition  had  been  based;"  ana  he  afterwards  adds,  ''An 
official  note  was  sent  to  President  Juarez,  in  which,  saying  little  of  the  repara- 
tion which  they  were  bound  to  require,  the  question  of  the  regeneration  of  Mexico 
was  discussed  with  Juarez,  and  it  appeared- — singular  thing ! — that  it  enjoined 
precisely  upon  the  government  whose  fall  they  counted  on,  that  it  should  be  by 
itself  reconstituted,  and  should  consult  the  oppressed  population  in  respect  to 
its  sentiments  toward  it." 

It  will  afterwards  be  seen  that  the  principal,  and  perhaps  sole,  author  of  this 
idea  was  Admiral  Jurien,  French  commissioner  and  commander  of  the  French 
forces  in  Mexico.  At  present  it  is  enough  to  say,  that  if  France  thought  the 
treaty  of  London  to  be  based  upon  the  fall  of  the  existing  government  of  Mexico, 
Great  Britain  was  of  different  opinion,  because,  in  the  despatch  cited  from  Lord 
Russetl  to  Earl  Cowley  of  the  1st  of  March,  (No.  23  of  the  second  part  of  the  British 
documents,)  his  lordship  says:  "As  to  the  existing  government,  it  was  never 
understood  that  the  government  de  facto  of  Mexico  was  not  to  be  treated  with." 
He  adds  afterwards :  "  If  the  Mexicans  show  a  preference  to  the  existing  gov- 
ernment, it  would  be  a  violation  of  the  convention  to  interfere  with  the  right  of 
the  Mexican  people  in  that  respect." 

Spain,  by  her  subsequent  conduct,  has  shown  that  slie  was  of  the  same  mind 
with  Great  Britain,  in  this  matter. 

l^hese  negotiations,  carried  on  by  the  allied  commissioners  with  the  Mexican 
government,  although  they  had  become  inevitable  because  of  the  powerlessness 
in  which  the  allied  governments  had  allowed  their  agents  in  Mexico  to  be  left, 
greatly  disgusted  the  Emperor,  who  had  imagined  that  events  would  follow  a 
very  different  course,  beginning  with  the  fall  of  the  existing  government,  upon 
which,  if  the  treaty  of  London  was  not  based,  all  the  projects  of  his  Majesty 
were  based.  He  therefore  sent  instructions  to  his  agents,  in  which  was  disap- 
proved the  conduct  they  had  followed,  and  admonished  them  that  they  should 
not  for  any  reason  treat  with  the  government  referred  to,  and  should  operate 
with  more  energy  and  more  activity.  M.  Billault  attempts  to  explain  this  de- 
termination by  saying  that  France  could  not  entertain  hopes  of  a  good  result  of 
negotiations  which  should  be  entered  upon  with  the  Mexican  governments,  whose 
signature  was  of  no  more  value  than  the  paper  upon  which  it  was  written.  This 
gratuitous  calumny,  aimed  at  an  entire  country,  and  belied  by  the  manner  in 
which  Mexico  has  fulfilled  the  arrangements  she  has  made  with  France,  might 
recoil  with  too  much  cause  upon  the  imperial  government.  It  only  seems  as  if, 
fearing  the  formidable  charge  that  might  ensue  from  one  of  their  representatives 
in  Mexico  having  said  that  he  did  not  give  to  a  solemn  engagement,  to  which 
the  official  signatures  of  two  representatives  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  had  been  affixed,  more  value  than  that  of  the  paper  upon  which  they 
were  written,  he  tries  to  elude  the  charge  by  making  it  against  Mexico,  as  in- 
opportunely as  unjustifiably. 

In  the  minutes  refen*ed  to  of  the  conference  had  by  the  allied  plenipotentiaries 
at  Orizaba,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1862,  what  follows  may  be  read :  "  Sir  Charles 
Wyke  desires  to  know  whether  it  is  true  that  M.  de  Saligny  has  said  that  he  did 
not  give  to  the  preliminaries  the  value  even  of  the  paper  on  which  they  were 
written,  and  his  excellency  answers  that  he  had  never  been  able  to  entertain 
the  least  confidence  in  respect  to  anything  that  might  proceed  from  the  govern- 
ment of  MexicOj  as  well  in  what  touched  upon  the  preliminaries  as  in  her  other 
^fl^A^ements." 
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"  Commodore  Danlop  asked  M.  Saligny  why  be  placed  his  signature  to  those 
preliminaries,  and  in  what  consists  the  reason  that  he  does  not  consider  himself 
bomid  by  them.  To  this  the  French  commissioner  replies  that  he  is  not  holden 
to  give  explanations  to  the  conference  about  the  reasons  which  influenced  him 
to  sign  the  preliminaries,  but  that  he  would  have  considered  himself  bound  by 
the  signature  he  affixed  to  them  if  the  government  of  Mexico  had  not  themselves 
taken  care  to  violate  in  a  thousand  ways  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad.'' 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  when  M.  Saligny  was  interrogated  whether  he  had 
aaid  that  he  attributed  no  value  to  the  preliminaries  to  which  he  had  affixed  his 
signatiire,  as  representative  of  France,  he  answered  in  an  ambiguous  manner,  but 
without  denying  that  he  might  have  said  such  things,  and  that  being  afterwards 
asked  why  he  signed  them,  he  said  he  was  not  holden  to  give  a  reason  for  that 
to  the  conference ;  and  recognizing  immediately  the  imprudence  he  had  just  com- 
mitted, endeavored  to  remedy  it,  although  already  it  was  late,  by  saying  he 
would  have  considered  himself  bound  by  his  signature  if  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment had  not  violat^ed  in  a  thousand  ways  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  when, 
from  the  testimony  of  the  plenipotentiaries,  Spanish  and  Fnglish,  and  even  of 
Admiral  Jurien,  it  is  clear  there  had  not  been  any  such  violation ;  and  when 
^  Charles  Wyke  said  to  him  that  he  wondered  that  the  news  had  not  reached 
his  ears  about  the  vexatious  proceedings  of  the  Mexican  government,  which  con- 
atituted  the  thousand  ways  in  which  they  had  violated  such  preliminaries,  ac- 
cording to  M.  Saligny 's  expression,  and  he  asked  of  what  nature  they  were,  and 
against  whom  had  they  been  committed,  M.  Saligny  answered  evasively  by 
saying  '*  that,  as  is  natural,  the  subjects  of  France  were  not  called  to  lay  open 
their  complaints  to  the  British  legation."  The  same  M.  Saligny  reduces  to  a 
small  matter  and  doubtful  condition  "  the  thousand  ways  in  which  the  Mexican 
government  had  violated  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,"  when  he  says :  "  If 
there  had  been  any  infraction  of  those  preliminaries,  they  ought  not  to  be  attrib- 
uted, assuredly,  to  the  commissioners,  but  to  the  Mexican  government." 

M.  Billault  laments  that  the  French  commissioners  were  not  in  that  preponderant 
position  which  strength  gives,  *'  as  the  Spanish  negotiator  was  at  the  head  of 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  and  the  French  negotiator  had  only  an  accessory 
force."  Upon  which  he  gives  us  to  understand,  very  clearly,  that  brute  force, 
and  not  reason  and  justice,  nor  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  London,  was 
what  must  predominate  among  the  powers,  signers  of  that  treatv.  He  also  says 
afterwards,  after  harshly  characterizing  what  he  calls  the  condescension  of  the 
French  plenipotentiaries,  "that  they  consented  to  make  a  new  and  useful  effort," 
which,  however,  is  not  correct,  because  it  is  fully  established  that  the  French 
commissioners  signed  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad  with  utter  bad  faith,  only 
to  gain  time  to  pass  treacherously  the  fortified  positions  of  the  Mexican  army,  and 
that,  when  they  had  attained  these  objects,  and  received  the  re-enforcements 
they  were  expecting,  they  broke  through  the  preliminaries  mentioned  in  the 
most  impudent  and  shameless  manner.  M.  Billault  goes  on,  saying  that  the 
delay  occasioned  by  the  negotiations  was  not  only  disadvantageous,  but  danger- 
ous, because  President  Juarez,  who  was  not  entei1;aining  himself  with  prelimi- 
naries, was  availing  himself  of  the  precious  time  left  to  him,  and  occupies  him- 
self with  various  considerations,  of  bad  taste,  upon  the  actual  state  of  the  op- 
pressed people  of  Mexico,  who  were  desirous  of  freeing  themselves  from  tyranny, 
and  with  the  idea  that  the  actual  president  of  the  republic,  to  whom,  he  says, 
promises  cost  nothing,  feared  the  movement  of  the  oppressed  people,  and  de- 
cided to  coerce  them  by  means  of  the  most  savage  tyranny.  As  proof  of  such 
extraordinary  assertions,  M.  Billault  cites  the  three  first  articles  of  the  decree 
isBued  by  the  government  of  Mexico  December  17,  1861,  of  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  send  you  a  copy  in  No.  5,  with  my  note  of  January  2[0,  1862. 

It  is  at  once  to  be  noted  that  the  decree  was  issued  when  neither  the  French 
and  English  forces  nor  the  allied  plenipoteatiaries  had  reached  Vera  Cruz,  be- 
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canee  Admiral  Jarien  and  Commodore  Dunlop  arrived  on  the  7tb  January,  1862^ 
and  General  Prim  on  the  8th  of  the  same  month.  How,  then,  waa  it  possible 
that  the  issuing  of  the  decree  cited  was  owing  to  the  breathing  time  left  to  the 
government  of  Mexico  bj  reason  of  the  negotiations  initiated  by  the  allies,  when 
such  decree  had  been  issued  a  month  before  the  negotiations  were  initiated  1 

The  decree  was  issued  on  the  very  day  on  which  the  Spanish  forces  occupied 
Vera  Cruz,  and  was  directed  exclusively  against  them,  as  appears  by  its  tenor. 
The  first  article  closed  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  to  seafaring  commerce  and  coast- 
ing trade ;  the  second  declared  to  be  traitors,  and  menaced  with  chastisement 
as  such,  Mexicans  who  should  join  the  Spaniards  with  arm's  in  their  hands,  or 
who,  in  any  manner  whatever,  should  favor  the  cause  of  the  invaders ;  and  the 
third  extended  for  fifteen  days  the  period  which  had  been  granted  to  the  disaf- 
fected by  the  amnesty  of  the  2d  December,  1861,  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
pardon  oflfered  by  the  government.  What  is  there  strange  or  oppressive  in  these 
provisions  ?  To  close  a  port  to  trade  which  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  foreign 
enemy,  when  there  was  not  sufficient  naval  force  to  blockade  it,  is  so  very 
natural  a  thing  that  its  omission  would  have  been  truly  incomprehensible.  To 
declare  to  be  traitors  all  those  who  should  join  the  foreign  invader,  is  a  matter 
so  level  with  general  intelligence,  and  so  universally  known,  that  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  notice  it,  being  pointed  out,  as  it  in  fact  is,  in  the  secondary  laws 
of  Mexico.  The  prolongation  of  the  term  within  which  the  disaffected  might 
except  the  amnesty  conceded  by  the  Mexican  congress  is  certainly  very  far 
from  being  an  oppressive  measure. 

The  manner  in  which  M.  Billault  made  mention  of  the  provisions  contained 
in  article  3  of  the  said  decree,  without  relating  the  antecedents  necessary  to 
its  understanding,  provoked  the  laughter  of  his  audience,  in  which  they  mani- 
fested great  superficiality  and  trifling,  and  as  being  very  little  conversant  with 
the  affairs  of  Mexico,  and  M.  Billault  gave  thereby  a  proof  of  most  refined 
malice,  or  of  supine  ignorance  of  the  matter  about  which  he  was  speaking. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1861,  the  Mexican  congress  passed  a  law,  of 
which  I  send  a  copy  among  the  document*  annexed,  which  granted  a  general 
amnesty  for  all  political  offences  which  had  been  committed  since  17th  Decem- 
ber, 1857,  at  which  time  the  last  civil  war  began  in  Mexico,  up  to  the 
date  of  the  law  referred  to.  The  2d  article  provided,  however,  that  such  am- 
nesty should  not  include  persons  enumerated  in  six  sections,  some  of  which  in- 
cluded criminals  of  ordinary  kind,  as  the  2d,  which  exempted  from  amnesty 
the  authors  of  the  assassinations  of  Tacubaya,  committed  in  April,  1859,  and 
the  4th,  which  referred  to  those  who  took  from  the  safe  of  the  English  legation 
the  ftmds  for  the  debt  contracted  in  London.  Article  3  empowered  the 
government,  if  it  thought  proper,  to  grant  passports  to  leave  the  i-epublic  to  all 
persons  included  in  the  six  sections  of  article  2,  provided  they  should  be  ap- 
plied for  within  the  thirty  days  designated  for  accepting  the  indulgence  of  the 
amnesty.  This  law,  liberal  as  it  was,  as  it  had  for  its  object  to  reconcile  at  a 
solemn  moment  Mexicans  without  distinction  of  political  colors,  that  the  foreign 
invader  might  find  them  all  united,  was  made  still  more  liberal  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico  by  its  said  decree  of  the  17th  December,  1861,  in  which  it  ex- 
tended for  fifteen  days  the  period  which  had  been  granted  to  the  disaffected  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  amnesty,  and  extended  this  indulgence  to  all  Mexicans 
except  those  who,  in  the  judgment  of  the  government,  were  not  fit  to  receive  it; 
for  which  purpose  exception  was  made  in  each  special  case. 

Practically  there  was  no  exception  whatever.  The  government  not  only 
granted  amnesty  to  all  who  solicited  it,  and  even  gave  command  of  troops  to 
several  who  had  accepted  the  amnesty,  but  even  offered  it  to  their  most  inveterate 
enemies  ;  to  those  even  who,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  were  in  rebellion  against 
them ;  to  those  even  who  were  excepted  by  article  2  of  the  law  of  29th  No- 
vember, as  are  Don  Felix  Zuloaga,  Don  Jos6  Maria  Cobos,  and  Don  Leonardo- 
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Marqaez,  as  appears  by  the  annexed  communications  with  the  cited  manifesto  of 
Don  Jose  Maria  Cobos. 

In  all  this  is  there  anything  of  tyranny,  anything  of  oppression,  which  with 
BO  moch  frequency,  as  with  lack  of  reason,  M.  Billault  charges  upon  the  govern- 
inent  of  Mexico? 

M.  Billault  cites  as  another  proof  that  the  government  of  Mexico  availed 
itself  of  the  breathing  time  which  the  aUies  left  to  it  by  the  negotiations  en- 
tered upon  to  suppress  the  manifestations  of  public  opinion,  the  passage  of  the 
law  of  the  25th  January,  1862,  for  the  punishment  of  offences  against  the  na- 
tion, against  order  and  public  peace,  which  he  describes  (p.  967,  col.  1,)  as  **  one 
of  the  most  odious  monuments  of  a  most  sanguinary  policy,"  and  affirms  that 
^^it  sets  up  as  crimes  against  the  independence  and  safety  of  the  nation  all  the 
acts  which  might  aid  in  the  development  of  the  public  sentiment  against  an  ex- 
ecrable and  detested  government." 

In  that  law  is  defined  as  the  crime  of  treason,  the  joining  the  foreign  invader, 
and  assisting  him  in  any  form,  and  such  offence  is  punishable  with  the  same 
penalty  which  all  countries  in  the  world  punish  traitors  with — ^that  is  death. 
This  is  so  natural  and  so  universally  admitted,  that  even  among  nations  where 
the  penalty  of  death  has  been  abolished  as  to  ordinary  offences,  it  has  always 
been  retained  for  the  execrable  crime  of  treason.  This  crime  is,  and  has  been, 
the  greatest  and  most  horrible  known  to  legislation,  ancient  and  modem,  and 
ought  to  be  punished,  for  that  very  reason,  with  the  severest  penalty  which  so- 
ciety can  impose.  Nations  which  have  found  themselves  placed  under  such  cir- 
cumstances as  Mexico  is  at  present,  including  France  herself,  have  passed  laws 
which,  in  rigor,  leave  far  behind  that  of  the  25th  January,  which,  thanks  to  the 
mild  temper  of  the  Mexican  people,  has  only  been  carried  into  execution  in  the 
case  of  Don  Manuel  Robles  and  a  few  others. 

M.  Billault  gives  us  to  understand  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, the  Mexicans  who  should  join  the  invaders  were  not  traitors,  because,  with 
reference  to  the  law  of  the  25th  January,  he  says : 

"  Such  are  the  means  which,  in  the  presence  of  our  flag,  the  government  of 
Juarez  made  use  of  to  repress  the  manifestations  of  public  opinion ;  and  while 
the  three  powers  had  just  finished  saying  to  the  oppressed  and  timid  people  of 
Mexico,  *  Make  known  your  will  with  perfect  freedom,  and  your  national  wishes; 
we  are  not  here  to  dictate  to  or  impose  upon  you,  but  to  give  you  liberty  to  ex- 
press them,'  Juarez  threatened  with  death  every  opinion  that  was  adverse  to 
him,  and  feared  not  to  carry  his  threats  into  execution." 

This  very  call  which  the  allies  made  upon  the  Mexicans,  that  they  might 
betray  their  country,  was  precisely  that  which  imposed  upon  the  government  of 
the  republic  the  obligation  to  define  and  punish  the  crime  of  treason,  which 
those  were  committing  who  replied  to  the  call  of  the  invaders.  The  most  satis- 
&ctory  answer  which  can  be  given  to  the  specious  argument  of  M.  Billault,  is  a 
commonplace  which  the  manly  eloquence  and  patriotic  sentiments  of  M.  Favre, 
clothed  in  a  form  equally  new  and  expressive,  when  he  said  (p.  965,  col.  2,) 
roeaking  of  the  conduct  and  morality  of  the'  Mexicans  who  had  let  loose  upon 
their  country  the  calamity  of  foreign  war,  and  those  whom  France  calls  the  sound 
part  of  the  population :  '*  History  records,  unhappily,  many  examples  of  such 
felonies,  but  she  teaches  us  that  those  who  have  turned  their  arms  against  their 
country,  without  speaking  here  of  histories  which  are  not  ours,  from  the  time  of 
the  Constable  de  Bourbon  to  that  of  General  Moreau,  have  been  punished 
by  the  loud  condemnations  which  must  reach  all  bad  citizens  who  resort  to  the 
foreigner  to  seek  the  means  needed  to  give  success  to  their  designs.  As  for  me, 
I  know  no  principle  more  sacred  than  that  of  love  for  my  country,  of  respect 
for  its  nationality,  and  of  deep  horror  of  every  kind  of  foreign  intervention.  I 
am  ignorant  of  that  future  which  is  in  reserve  for  France.  I  have  the  profound 
conviction  that  she  will  become  more  and  more  worthy  of  her  freedom,  and  will 
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attain  its  achieTement  completelj  and  without  any  nntoward  hindrance :  bat  that 
which  will  never  fall  out,  I  am  sure,  is,  that  if  she  were  reduced  to  suffer  the 
yoke  of  a  despot  who  should  destroy  her  guarantees,  should  decimate  her  most 
eminent  citizens,  so  that,  from  one  extreme  of  the  country  to  the  other  a  system 
of  terror  and  death  should  be  established,  we  would  endure  it  with  trembling, 
would  endeavor  to  destroy  it  by  all  the  means  nature  could  give  to  us.  But  if 
on  the  frx)ntier  a  liberator  should  appear  escorted  by  Austrian  and  Prussian 
troops,  it  would  be  against  him.  Against  him  I  would  march  as  upon  an  enemy, 
and  would  believe  myself  to  be  fulfilling  a  sacred  duty,  in  shedding  even  tlie 
very  last  drop  of  my  blood  in  opposing  this  insolent  auxiliary  from  treading 
upon  the  soil  of  the  country  he  would  profsine." 

These  lofty  sentiments,  which,  applied  to  France,  are  good  and  patriotic  in 
the  opinion  of  the  legislative  body,  but  which  cease  to  be  so  when  applied  to 
Mexico,  were — wonderful  matter ! — were  applauded  by  the  same  persons  who 
afterwards  were  prodigal  of  so  many  applauses  of  the  antagonist  of  those  very 
ideas,  M.  Billault. 

If  those  principles  are  applicable  against  a  liberator  who  proposes  to  do  that 
which  France  says  she  intenas  in  Mexico,  and  against  a  government  really  tyran- 
nical, as  the  imperial  government  to  which  M.  Favre  seems  to  address  himself 
in  his  allusions,  what  shall  be  said  of  those  who  join  the  invading  foreigner,  whose 
iilvasion,  if  successful,  would  inevitably  occasion  the  loss  of  Mexican  nationality ! 

It  is  proper  also  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  negotiations  initiated  by  the  allies 
should  have  obviated  rather  than  occasioned  the  law  of  the  2t5th  January, 
because  that  was  adopted  in  self-defence  and  as  a  war  measure.  If,  then,  the 
negotiations  could  have  had  any  influence  upon  that  law,  it  would  have  been  to 
retard  its  publication,  because  the  danger  of  war  could  not  be  considered  proxi- 
mate. How,  then,  can  M.  Billault  attribute  the  passage  of  the  law  to  the 
opening  of  the  negotiations  ? 

To  these  measures  of  the  Mexican  government,  which  M.  Billault  calls  "  a 
system  of  terrorism  inaugurated  by  Juarez,"  he  attributes  the  fact  that  the 
people  of  the  republic  have  not  yet  given  their  voice  in  favor  of  intervention ; 
which,  also,  is  another  falsehood.  Such  an  explanation  might  contain  some 
fleams  of  truth  if  reference  was  made  to  the  great  towns  where  the  government 
had  some  forces ;  but  what  has  hindered  the  people  of  the  multitude  of  small 
hamlets,  and  even  of  second-rate  cities,  in  which  is  not  a  single  soldier,  from 
raising  the  French  standard  ?  And  let  it  not  be  said  that  they  have  not  done 
so  because  at  a  distance  from  the  places  occupied  by  the  invaders,  and  from 
fear  that  the  government  might  order  troops  against  them,  because  this  reason 
does  not  exist  in  respect  to  towns  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  districts  occupied 
by  the  French,  which  all  continue  firm  in  sustaining  the  government  which 
represents  and  defends  the  cause  of  Mexican  nationality;  which  neither  fears 
the  threats  nor  allows  itself  to  be  deceived  by  the  intrigues  and  promises  of  the 
invaders.  Alvarado,  Tlalcotalpan,  Campeachy,  and  Tuxpam,  which  have  not 
been  in  position  to  be  aided  by  the  government  forces,  and  which  have  been 
ordered  to  be  occupied  by  the  invaders,  have  defended  themselves  to  the  last 
extremity,  and  their  inhabitants  been  compelled  to  fly,  leaving  their  interests 
abandoned,  when  they  were  unable  to  resist  the  force,  as  happened  on  the  first 
attack  of  Alvarado,  or  when  taken  by  surprise,  as  happened  at  Tuxpam.  In 
Tlalcotalpan,  and  on  the  second  attack  of  Alvarado,  the  inhabitants  gathered 
the  few  things  at  their  disposal  and  made  a  heroic  defence,  knowing  very  well 
that,  although  for  the  present  they  compelled  their  enemies  to  withdraw,  they 
remained  exposed  to  suffer  from  their  revenge,  because  their  geographical  posi- 
tion and  the  condition  of  the  Mexican  government  would  not  allow  them  to 
hope  for  anj  assistance  from  it.  The  French  occupied  Tuxpam,  and  three  days 
afterwards  a  few  citizens,  without  other  aid  than  their  patriotism  and  hatred  of 
foreign  domination,  drove  them  out  from  the  place,  and  captured  such  as  could 
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not  make  their  escape.  They  sent  a  war  steamer  to  Campeachy,  and  the  Mexi- 
cans armed  a  merchant  sloop,  which  chased  the  French  steamer,  and  compelled 
her  to  withdraw  some  miles  from  the  port.  The  inhabitants  of  the  towns  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  points  occupied  by  the  French  have  organized  as 
gnerillas,  and  without  pay,  even  without  clotning,  often  without  food,  and  with- 
out other  incitement  than  the  love  they  bear  their  country,  come  up  to  the  gates 
of  Vera  Cruz,  constantly  harassing  the  enemy,  taking  from  him  his  mules  and 
carta,  and  continually  obstructing  his  communications.  Are  not  these  facts, 
plain  and  palpable  proofs,  that  the  Mexican  people  reject  spontaneously  these 
foreigners  from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  from  the  instinct  of  self-preservation,  and 
not  because  it  labors  under  intimidation  from  the  menaces  of  the  existing  gov- 
ernment of  the  republic,  which  would  be  powerless  against  the  stream  of  the 
national  will  ? 

The  influence  which  the  law  of  the  25th  January  had  in  hindering  the  Mex- 
ican people  fit)m  pronouncing  for  intervention  was  so  insignificant  that  on 
bringing  it  up  at  the  twelfth  conference  which  the  allied  commissioners  had  at 
Vera  Cruz  on  the  19th  February,  1862,  (annex  No.  2  to  No.  70,  of  the  British 
docnmenta,)  the  discussion  whether  it  would  be  opportune  or  not  to  ask  the 
Mexican  government  to  abrogate  it  was  settled  in  the  negative,  and  Sir  Charles 
Wyke,  in  the  despatch  which  he  addressed  to  Lord  Russell  on  the  22d  of  the 
same  month  of  February,  (No.  70  of  the  second  part  of  the  British  documents,) 
characterized  the  law  referred  to  in  the  following  terms : 

•*  The  decree  alluded  to,  which  gave  rise  to  some  discussion  in  the  above- 
named  conference,  is,. in  point  of  fact,  only  a  compilation  of  a  number  of  by-gone 
edicts  against  the  abettors  of  rebellion  and  foreign  invasion  in  general,  which 
have  been  put  together  and  once  more  brought  forward  for  the  present  occasion  ; 
so  that,  as  it  will  probably  again  become  a  dead  letter,  we  thought  it  much  better, 
on  the  whole,  not  to  take  any  serious  notice  of  it,  as  by  doing  so  we  should  only 
be  giving  undue  importance  to  that  which  in  itself  is  an  absurdity,  from  the 
exaggerated  severity  of  its  enactments." 

M.  Billault  then  busies  himself  about  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  and 
omita  to  speak  wf  this  place,  which  was  the  proper  one,  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant episodes  of  the  allied  expedition  against  Mexico,  in  which,  certainly, 
the  justice  and  equity  of  the  imperial  government  does  not  stand  well  estab- 
lished. I  speak  of  the  claims  which  M.  de  Saligny  sought  to  make  upon  Mex- 
ico in  the  name  of  the  French  government,  which  was  the  original  cause  of  dis- 
agreement among  the  allies,  and  almost  at  the  close  of  his  speech,  as  if  leaving 
to  the  last  the  most  difficult  matter  ta  defend,  he  spoke  very  succinctly  upop  this 
important  episode  in  the  terms  which  I  shall,  further  on,  relate. 

VVhen  the  British  government  received  a  despatch  from  Sir  Charles  Wyke, 
dated  October  28,  1861,  (No.  89  of  the  first  part  of  the  British  documents,)  in 
which  he  communicated  the  terms  on  which  the  Mexican  government  was  dis- 
posed to  acknowledge  and  pay,  through  the  medium  of  a  treaty,  the  British 
claims,  Lord  Russell  considered  that  negotiations  carried  on  for  that  object  re- 
aulted  in  the  advantage  that  the  British  claims  thereby  were  clearly  established, 
and  he  communicated  this  to  Lord  Cowley  and  Sir  John  Crampton  on  the  2d 
December  following,  (Nos.  90  and  91,)  that  they  might  inform  the  governments 
of  France  and  Spain  of  them,  and  might  aak  them  if  they  could  "communicate 
to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  the  terms  which  they  would  consider  ne- 
cessary to  exact  in  reparation  of  the  injuries  they  had  received  from  Mexico,  and 
the  safety  of  their  subjects  for  the  future." 

The  Spanish  government  said  to  Sir  John  Crampton  that  nothing  was  more 
easy  for  it  than  to  settle  precisely  the  tenns  which  Spain  would  require  from  the 
government  of  Mexico,  and  added  (No.  98)  that  they  were  comprehended  in  the 
treaty  called  Mon-Almonte,  and  that  the  Spanish  government  would  ask,  more- 
over, the  punishment  of  the  authors  of  the  assassinations  of  Spanish  subjects, 
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attain  ito  acfaieTement  completelj  and  without  any  nntoward  hindrance :  bat  that 
which  will  never  fall  out,  I  am  sure,  is,  that  if  she  were  reduced  to  suffer  the 
yoke  of  a  despot  who  should  destroy  her  guarantees,  should  decimate  her  most 
eminent  citizens,  so  that,  from  one  extreme  of  the  country  to  the  other  a  system 
of  terror  and  death  should  be  established,  we  would  endure  it  with  trembling, 
would  endeavor  to  destroy  it  by  all  the  means  nature  could  give  to  us.  But  if 
on  the  frontier  a  liberator  should  appear  escorted  by  Austrian  and  Prussian 
troops,  it  would  be  against  him.  Against  him  I  would  march  as  upon  an  enemy, 
and  would  believe  myself  to  be  fulfilling  a  sacred  duty,  in  shedding  even  ^e 
very  last  drop  of  my  blood  in  opposing  this  insolent  auxiliary  from  treading 
upon  the  soil  of  the  country  he  would  profone." 

These  lofty  sentiments,  which,  applied  to  France,  are  good  and  patriotic  in 
the  opinion  of  the  legislative  body,  but  which  cease  to  be  so  when  applied  to 
Mexico,  were — wonderful  matter ! — were  applauded  by  the  same  persons  who 
afterwards  were  prodigal  of  so  many  applauses  of  the  antagonist  of  those  very 
ideas,  M.  Billault. 

If  those  principles  are  applicable  against  a  liberator  who  proposes  to  do  that 
which  France  says  she  intenas  in  Mexico,  and  against  a  government  really  tyran- 
nical, as  the  imperial  government  to  which  M.  Favre  seems  to  address  himself 
in  his  allusions,  what  shall  be  said  of  those  who  join  the  invading  foreigner,  whose 
invasion,  if  successful,  would  inevitably  occasion  the  loss  of  Mexican  nationality  1 

It  is  proper  also  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  negotiations  initiated  by  the  allies 
should  have  obviated  rather  than  occasioned  the  law  of  the  2dth  January, 
because  that  was  adopted  in  self-defence  and  as  a  war  measure.  If,  then,  the 
negotiations  could  have  had  any  influence  upon  that  law,  it  woidd  have  been  to 
retard  its  publication,  because  the  danger  of  war  could  not  be  considered  proxi- 
mate. How,  then,  can  M.  Billault  attribute  the  passage  of  the  law  to  the 
opening  of  the  negotktions  ? 

To  these  measures  of  the  Mexican  government,  which  M.  Billault  calls  "  a 
system  of  terrorism  inaugurated  by  Juarez,"  he  attributes  the  fact  that  the 
people  of  the  republic  have  not  yet  given  their  voice  in  favor  of  intervention ; 
which,  also,  is  another  falsehood.  Such  an  explanation  might  contain  some 
fleams  of  truth  if  reference  was  made  to  the  great  towns  where  the  government 
had  some  forces ;  but  what  has  hindered  the  people  of  the  multitude  of  small 
hamlets,  and  even  of  second-rate  cities,  in  which  is  not  a  single  soldier,  from 
raising  the  French  standard  ?  And  let  it  not  be  emd  that  they  have  not  done 
so  because  at  a  distance  from  the  places  occupied  by  the  invaders,  and  from 
fear  that  the  government  might  order  troops  against  them,  because  this  reason 
does  not  exist  in  respect  to  towns  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  districts  occupied 
by  the  French,  which  all  continue  firm  in  sustaining  the  government  which 
represents  and  defends  the  cause  of  Mexican  nationsdity;  which  neither  fears 
the  threats  nor  allows  itself  to  be  deceived  by  the  intrigues  and  promises  of  the 
invaders.  Alvarado,  Tlalcotalpan,  Oampeachy,  and  Tuxpam,  which  have  not 
been  in  position  to  be  aided  by  the  government  forces,  and  which  have  been 
ordered  to  be  occupied  by  the  invaders,  have  defended  themselves  to  the  last 
extremity,  and  their  inhabitants  been  compelled  to  fly,  lea\4ng  their  interests 
abandoned,  when  they  were  unable  to  resist  the  force,  as  happened  on  the  first 
attack  of  Alvarado,  or  when  taken  by  surprise,  as  happened  at  Tuxpam.  In 
Tlalcotalpan,  and  on  the  second  attack  of  Alvarado,  the  inhabitants  gathered 
the  few  things  at  their  disposal  and  made  a  heroic  defence,  knowing  very  well 
that,  although  for  the  present  they  compelled  their  enemies  to  withdraw,  they 
remained  exposed  to  suffer  from  their  revenge,  because  their  geographical  posi- 
tion and  the  condition  of  the  Mexican  government  would  not  allow  them  to 
hope  for  any  assistance  from  it.  The  French  occupied  Tuxpam,  and  three  days 
afterwards  a  few  citizens,  without  other  aid  than  their  patriotism  and  hatred  of 
foreign  domination,  drove  them  out  ^m  the  place,  and  captured  such  as  could 
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not  mak^  their  escape.  They  eent  a  war  eteanier  to  Campeachy,  and  the  Mexi- 
cans armed  a  merchant  sloop,  which  chased  the  French  steamer,  and  coiiipelled 
her  to  withdiraw  some  miles  from  the  port.  The  inhabitants  of  the  towns  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  points  occupied  by  the  French  have  organized  as 
gnerillas,  and  without  pay,  even  without  clotning,  often  without  food,  and  with- 
out other  incitement  than  the  love  they  bear  their  country,  come  up  to  the  gates 
of  Vera  Cruz,  constantly  harassing  the  enemy,  taking  nrom  him  his  mules  and 
carts,  and  continually  obstructing  his  commtinications.  Are  not  these  facts, 
plain  and  palpable  proofs,  that  the  Mexican  people  reject  spontaneously  these 
foreigners  from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  from  the  instinct  of  self-preservation,  and 
not  becaose  it  labors  under  intimidation  from  the  menaces  of  the  existing  gov- 
ernment of  the  republic,  which  would  be  powerless  against  the  stream  of  the 
natiohal  will  ? 

The  influence  which  the  law  of  the  25th  January  had  in  hindering  the  Mex- 
ican people  from  pronouncing  for  intei^^ention  was  so  insignificant  that  on 
bringing  it  up  at  the  twelfth  conference  which  the  allied  commissioners  had  at 
Vera  Cruz  on  the  19th  February,  1862,  (annex  No.  2  to  No.  70,  of  the  British 
documents,)  the  discussion  whether  it  would  be  opportune  or  not  to  ask  the 
Mexican  government  to  abrogate  it  was  settled  in  the  negative,  and  Sup  Charles 
Wyke,  in  the  despatch  which  he  addressed  to  Lord  Russell  on  the  22d  of  the 
same  month  of  February,  (No.  70  of  the  second  part  of  the  British  documents,) 
characterized  the  law  referred  to  in  the  following  terms : 

"  The  decree  alluded  to,  which  gave  rise  to  some  discussion  in  the  above- 
named  conference,  is,,  in  point  of  fact,  only  a  compilation  of  a  number  of  by-gone 
edicts  against  the  abettors  of  rebellion  and  foreign  invasion  in  general,  which 
have  been  put  together  and  once  more  brought  forward  for  the  present  occasion ; 
so  that,  as  it  will  probably  again  become  a  dead  letter,  we  thought  it  much  better, 
on  the  whole,  not  to  take  any  serious  notice  of  it,  as  by  doing  so  we  should  only 
be  giving  undue  importance  to  that  which  in  itself  is  an  absurdity,  from  the 
exaggerated  severity  of  it^  enactments." 

M.  Billault  then  busies  himself  about  the  preliminaries  of  La  Boledad,  and 
omits  to  speak  i»  this  place,  which  was  the  proper  one,  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant episodes  of  the  allied  expedition  against  Mexico,  in  which,  certainly, 
the  justice  and  equity  of  the  imperial  government  does  not  stand  well  estab- 
lished. I  speak  of  the  claims  which  M.  de  Saligny  sought  to  make  upon  Mex- 
ico in  the  name  of  the  French  government,  which  was  the  original  cause  of  dis- 
agreement among  the  allies,  and  almost  at  the  close  of  his  speech,  as  if  leaving 
to  the  last  the  most  difficult  matter  ta  defend,  he  spoke  very  succinctly  upop  this 
important  episode  in  the  terms  which  I  shall,  further  on,  relate. 

When  the  British  government  received  a  despatch  ft-om  Sir  Charles  Wyke, 
dated  October  28,  1861,  (No.  89  of  the  first  part  of  the  British  documents,)  in 
which  he  communicated  the  terms  on  which  the  Mexican  government  was  dis- 
poBed  to  acknowledge  and  pay,  through  the  medium  of  a  treaty,  the  British 
claims.  Lord  Russell  considered  that  negotiations  carried  on  for  that  object  re- 
sulted in  the  advantage  that  the  British  claims  thereby  were  clearly  established, 
and  he  communicated  this  to  Lord  Cowley  and  Sir  John  Crampton  on  the  2d 
December  following,  (Nos.  90  and  91,)  that  they  might  inform  the  governments 
of  France  and  Spain  of  them,  and  might  ask  them  if  they  could  "  communicate 
to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  the  terms  which  they  would  consider  ne- 
cessary to  exact  in  reparation  of  the  injuries  they  had  received  from  Mexico,  and 
the  safety  of  their  subjects  for  the  future." 

The  Spanish  government  said  to  Sir  John  Crampton  that  nothing  was  more 
easy  for  it  than  to  settle  precisely  the  terms  which  Spain  would  require  from  the 
government  of  Mexico,  and  added  (No.  98)  that  they  were  comprehended  in  the 
treaty  called  Mon- Almonte,  and  that  the  Spanish  government  would  ask,  more- 
over, the  punishment  of  the  authors  of  the  assassinations  of  Spanish  subjects, 
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committed  at  a  date  later  than  tbat  of  that  document.  The  French  government 
gave  a  very  different  answer.  Whether  it  was  that  she  was  ashamed  of  expos- 
ing her  claims,  because  the  smallness  of  their  amount  was  not  sufficient  to  au- 
thorize making  war  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  reparation  of  them,  or  whether 
she  was  unwilling  to  relinquish  any  security  which  might  prevent  her  from 
being  afterwards  at  liberty  to  increase,  at  her  pleasure,  such  claims,  according 
to  circumstances,  she  replied  what  Lord  Cowley  related  to  Lord  Russell  in  a 
despatch  of  the  3d  December,  1861,  (No.  94,)  in  this  shape : 

"  M.  Thouvenel  did  not  make  any  other  remark  than  that  he  regretted  that 
he  could  not  communicate  to  her  Majesty's  government  the  terms  which  the 
imperial  government  would  require  for  the  reparation  of  the  wrongs  they  have 
sustained,  and  for  the  safety  of  French  subjects  in  future.  He  had  not  himself 
the  necessary  information  to  enable  him  to  form  an  opinion,  and  he  had  been 
unable,  therefore,  to  furnish  any  instructions  on  this  head  to  Admiral  Jurien  de 
la  Graviere,  which  he  had  much  desired  to  do.  All  that  he  could  say  was,  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  French  claims  wore  provided  for  by  the  convention  which 
the  Mexican  government  had  set  aside,  (the  one  signed  by  M.  Saligny  and  not 
ratified  by  the  Mexican  government,)  and  with  regard  to  the  others  he  must  leave 
it  to  the  discretion  of  the  commissioners  to  examine  into  and  settle  their  amount." 

The  reflection  at  once  occurs  that  if  the  reclamations  which  France  had 
against  Mexico  were  of  such  character  that  the  French  government  was  not 
acquainted  with  them,  how  is  it,  then,  that  on  account  of  them  they  go  to  make 
war  on  that  republic  ? 

Although  M.  Thouvenel  assured  Lord  Cowley  that  he  -had  not  been  able  to 
give  any  instructions  to  Admiral  Jurien  upon  the  French  claims,  because  un- 
informed about  them,  as  far  back  as  the  27th  of  the  previous  September  he  had 
said  to  Mr.  Dayton,  when  the  minister  of  the  United  States  made  known  to 
him  that  he  had  instructions  from  his  govertiment  to  make  an  arrangement  with 
that  of  France,  by  virtue  of  which  the  United  States  would  assume  the  payment 
of  the  interest  of  the  foreign  debt  of  Mexico,  that  the  claims  of  France  against 
Mexico  constituted  a  fund  which  did  not  carry  interest,  and  the  capital  of  which 
amounted  to  twenty -five  or  thirty  millions  of  francs,  or  about  fi^e  or  six  millions 
of  dollars,  which  he  was  going  to  collect  by  taking  possession  of  the  custom- 
houses of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico. — (Despatch  No.  51  from  Mr.  Dayton  to  the 
Department  of  State  of  September  27,  1861,  published  with  the  President's 
message  of  April  14,  1862.)  This  calculation  evidently  exaggerates,  even  in 
M.  ThouvenePs  opinion,  the  sum  due  by  Mexico,  in  order  to  induce  the  United 
States  to  desist  from  the  arrangement  they  were  projecting. 

Among  the  documents  presented  by  the  French  government  to  the  legislative 
bodies  of  the  empire  on  opening  their  sessions  the  present  year,  there  is  to  be 
found  a  communication  addressed  by  M.  Thouvenel  to  Admiral  Jurien  the  11th 
of  November,  1861,  with  which  he  sends  adjoined  a  note  upon  the  wrongs 
which  France  has  suffered  from  Mexico.  In  this  important  document,  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  copy  among  the  annexed  papers,  he  talks  very 
much  at  length  of  the  instability  of  the  government  of  Mexico,  of  the  bad  con- 
dition in  which  the  country  is,  of  the  mediation  which  France  and  Great  Britain 
offered  to  the  republic  in  1860  to  end  the  civil  war,  and  very  briefly  of  the 
wrongs  inflicted  by  Mexico  upon  France.  In  it,  however,  as  it  was  intended  to 
meet  the  public  eye,  the  French  government  takes  good  care  to  say  that  it  is 
ignorant  what  those  wrongs  are.  It  considers  the  law  of  July  17,  1861,  as 
principal,  and  speaks  with  the  greatest  vagueness  of  many  others ;  but  when  it 
comes  to  the  point  of  enumeration,  the  following  language  is  used : 

"  It  would  be  impossible  to  make  in  this  place  the  long  enumeration  of  the 
violences  and  cruelties,  and  of  the  losses  inflicted  upon  our  countrymen,  and  it 
would  be  impossible  to  fix  the  exact  amount  of  the  indemnifications  which  must 
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be  claimed  in  one  shape  or  another,  but  the  sum  could  not  be  in  its  totality 
during  these  later  years  less  than  10,000,000,  with  exception  of  payments  sus- 
pended, and  which  are  now  altogether  broken  off." 

He  undertakes  subsequently  to  make  an  enumeration  of  these  complaints, 
and  only  mentions  two :  the  ill-treatment  given  by  Colonel  Rojas  to  the  French 
consul  at  Tepic,  and  the  imprisonment  of  the  French  consul  at  Zacatecas. 

I  have  already  mentioned  that  in  the  first  conference  which  the  allied  pleni- 
potentiaries had  at  Vera  Cruz,  January  9,  1862,  General  Prim  proposed,  and 
his  colleagues  assented,  that  to  the  joint  note  they  were  going  to  send  to  the 
Mexican  government  the  representatives  of  each  of  the  allied  powers  should 
annex  a  separate  note  of  the  reparations  required  by  their  respective  govern- 
ments. At  the  second  conference,  had  on  the  10th  of  January,  (annex  2  to 
No.  79  of  the  docimients  presented  to  the  Spanish  cortes,)  the  minister  of 
France  stated  the  impossibility  of  fixing  the  sum  to  which  the  indemnifications 
due  to  French  subjects  would  amount ;  and  the  other  commissioners,  taking 
into  account  that  their  own  countrymen  were  in  the  same  position,  proposed 
that  they  should  provide  again>^t  this  inconvenience  by  the  adoption  of  a  common 
formula,  which  should  bring  about  the  immediate  acknowledgment  of  the  repara- 
tions already  accepted,  and  the  acknowledgment  hi  principle  of  all  those  which, 
after  being  examined,  should  prove  to  be  just  and  legitimate  in  their  origin. 
In  the  minutes  of  that  conference  is  found  as  follows :  » 

"  The  British  minister  was  of  opinion  that  in  the  three  separate  notes  which 
will  accompany  the  joint  communication  of  the  representatives  of  the  allied 
nations  there  should  be  reserved  the  right  to  appoint,  when  it  should  be  fit,  a 
mixed  commission,  composed  of  agents  of  the  three  nations,  who  might  examine 
and  liquidate  the  unliquidated  reports  of  claims.  The  commissioners  of  France 
stated  that  the  orders  of  their  government  excluded  all  interference  of  liquidating 
commissions,  but  at  last  came  to  the  agreement  that  they  would  protect  them- 
selves with  the  formula  from  all  these  difficulties." 

If  M.  Saligny  really  had  such  instructions,  how  can  this  be  reconciled 
with  what  M.  Thouvenel  said  to  Admiral  Jurien  in  the  instructions  communi- 
cated to  him  on  the  11th  of  January,  1861,  (annex  1  to  the  note  of  this  lega- 
tion to  the  department,  February  16, 1862,)  in  which  these  words  may  be  read  ? 
**  The  question  of  the  reclamations  which  each  one  of  the  allied  governments 
has  to  reduce  to  form,  requiring,  moreover,  a  special  examination,  will  be  settled, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  convention,  by  a  commission,  to  which  will  be 
specially  assigned  the  duty  of  deciding  in  reference  to  the  same  reclamations, 
as  well  as  considering  the  kind  of  regulations  which  may  best  protect  the  re- 
spective interests." 

M.  Tliouvenel  entirely  forgot  this  instruction,  as  will  be  seen  further  on.  It 
does  not  appear  but  that,  while  he  did  not  apprehend  that  the  commission  formed 
by  the  allied  commissioners  would  make  any  opposition  to  the  French  reclama- 
tions, he  was  disposed  that  such  commission  should  be  arbiter  of  all  the  reclama- 
tions of  the  three  powers,  but,  from  the  instant  that  he  learned  that  the  unjust 
French  reclamations  were  not  favored,  his  opinion  changed  entirely. 

At  the  third  conference,  which  took  place  on  the  13th  January,  and  at  which 
the  plenipotentiaries  were  to  present  their  respective  ultimatums,  M.  Saligny  was 
not  present,  perhaps  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  request  the  conference 
might  make  for  explanations  upon  the  ultimatum  he  hadprepared,  and  which  he 
commissioned  his  colleague,  Admiral  Jurien,  to  read.  Tne  apprehensions  of  M. 
Saligny  were  not  unfounded,  and  Greneral  Prim  reported  what  passed  to  his 
government  in  a  note  of  the  14th  January,  1862,  (No.  80  of  the  documents  pre- 
sented to  the  cortes,)  in  these  terms : 

"  M.  Jurien  de  la  Graviere,  little  informed  of  the  history  of  the  reclamations 
upon  Mexico,  stated  that  M.  Saligny  alone  could  give  explanations  upon  this 
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point,  £or  which  reason  I  begged  the  commiseionerd  present  would  retarn  and 
hold  a  meeting  the  next  day  with  the  aid  of  Ji.  Saligny." 

The  French  ultimatum  was  composed  (annex  1  to  No.  30  of  the  second  part  of 
the  British  documents)  of  ten  articles,  in  some  of  which  concessions  were  required 
entirely  incompatible  with  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  Mexico,  such  as 
those  comprehended  in  article  9,  which  says : 

"  Art.  9.  As  a  guarantee  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  financial  and  other 
conditions  laid  down  in  the  present  ultimatum,  France  shall  have  the  right  of 
occupying  the  p©rts  of  Vera  Cniz,  of  Tampico,  and  such  other  ports  of  the 
republic  as  she  shall  think  fit,  and  of  there  establishing  commissioners,  desig- 
nated by  the  imperial  government,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  care  that  those 
powers  which  have  a  legal  claim  shall  receive  such  funds  as  are  to  be  levied  for 
their  benefit  on  the  produce  of  the  maritime  custom-houses  of  Mexico  in  fulfil- 
ment of  the  foreign  conventiqns,  and  that  French  agents  shall  receive  those 
sums  which  are  due  to  France. 

"  The  commissioners  in  question  shall,  besides,  be  invested  with  the  power  of 
reducing,  either  by  one-half,  or  in  a  smaller  proportion,  according  as  they  may 
judge  advisable,  the  duties  at  present  levied  in  the  ports  of  the  republic. 

"  It  is  expressly  understood  that  merchandise  which  has  already  paid  import 
duty  shall  in  no  case,  and  on  no  pretext  whatever,  be  subjected  by  the  supreme 
government,  or  by  the  State  authorities,  to  any  additional  customs  duty,  inland 
or  otherwise,  exceeding  the  proportion  of  15  per  cent,  on  the  duties  paid  upon 
importation." 

What  would  remain  of  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  a  nation,  from  the 
moment  another  would  be  empowered  to  control  its  tariffs,  to  say  what  contribu- 
tions should  be  imposed  and  what  should  not,  and,  perchance,  to  the  ordering  in 
what  way  the  product  of  the  permitted  contributions  should  be  invested  ] 

France  and  England  now  make  pretension  to  reduce  the  Mexican  tariff,  which 
now  seems  to  them  too  high,  wheh  only  three  years  ago  they  found  them  too 
low.  The  governor  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  on  the  15th  of  January,  1858, 
made  a  decree  by  which  twenty  per  cent,  was  taken  off  from  the  duties  on  im- 
portation imposed  by  the  Urift*  of  the  republic ;  and  in  the  naval  expeditions  of 
France  and  Great  Britain,  which,  under  the  orders  of  Admiral  Penaud  and  of 
Captain  Aldham,  went  to  make  various  claims  upon  the  constitutional  govern- 
ment residing  at  Vera  Cruz,  they  asked,  as  an  indispensable  condition  for  the 
avoidance  of  hostilities,  that  the  decree  should  be  abrogated  which  had  reduced 
the  duties  on  importations.  They  then  alleged  the  specious  argument  that  while 
the  quota  would  be  less  which  would  be  collected  in  the  custom-houses  that 
would  be  less  which  was  appropriated  to  pay  off  the  debts  due  to  the  people  of 
the  respective  nations.  The  Mexican  government,  which  had  consented  to  the 
reduction  only  in  the  interest  of  foreign  commerce,  issued  the  decree  of  January 
26,  1859,  in  which  the  tariff  of  the  Slst  of  January,  1856,  was  re-established  in 
all  its  force.  The  English  and  French  merchants  resident  at  Vera  Cruz  asked 
the  Mexican  government  to  repeal  such  decree,  because  it  would  be  highly  preju- 
dicial to  their  interests,  and  M.  Ocampo,  at  that  time  minister  of  finance,  replied 
on  the  2d  of  February,  telling  them  such  decree  had  been  passed  "  in  virtue  of 
representations  which  had  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  governments  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  through  the  channel  of  the  commanders  of  the  naval  forces," 
and  added  :  **  Thus,  and  because  the  governments  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  and 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  had  asked  for  it  in  defence  and  protec- 
tion of  their  subjects,  the  government  believes  that,  although  it  may  seem  other- 
wise to  you,  the  decree  is  of  benefit  to  foreigners,  because  it  has  no  cause  for 
doubting  the  prudence  and  circumspection  of  those  governments." 

What  results,  then,  would  follow,  even  for  foreign  merchants  resident  in 
Mexico,  if  the  legislation  relating  to  the  revenues  of  the  republic  should  remain 
at  the  mercy  of  governments  so  versatile  ? 
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In  article  7  of  bis  ultimatum  M.  Sali^y  requires  that  "  the  muiiater  of  Fiance 
shall  always  have  the  ri^bt  of  being  present,  wliatever  the  case  at  issue,  and  hy 
such  representative  as  he  may  designate  for  that  purpose,  at  all  proceedings 
instituted  by  the  criminal  courts  of  the  country/'  and  that  '*  he  shall  possess  the 
same  right  with  regard  to  all  criminal  prosecutions  instituted  against  his  country- 
men." Thus,  then,  France  seeks  to  interfere  with  the  administration  of  justice^ 
which  is  committed  exclusively  to  the  courts  of  the  country,  when  even  the 
Mexican  government  itself  has  no  such  right. 

These  requirements,  which,  if  conceded,  would  have  nullified  the  sovereignty 
of  the  republic,  do  not  seem  to  have  met  with  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Spanish  and  English  commissioners,  or  of  their  respective  governments,  notwith- 
standing they  were  bound  by  the  treaty  of  London  to  respect  the  sovereignty 
of  Mexico,  and,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  Spanish  government,  when  she  had 
uotice  of  such  exigencies,  ordered  her  commissioner  (No.  83  of  the  Spanish  docu- 
ments) that  he  should  ask,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  the  right  which  France  asked,, 
to  interfere  in  the  administration  of  justice,  and  the  right  of  naming  intervene 
tors  in  the  custom-houses  of  Mexico. 

The  attention  of  the  Spanish  and  English  commissioners  was  called  to  other 
requirements  of  France,  which,  if  not  directly  attacking  the  independence  of 
Mexico  and  her  sovereignty,  were  no  less  unjust  and  exorbitant  than  those  I 
have  just  mentioned.     I  leave  to  the  commissioners  the  task  of  description. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  said  to  Lord  Russell,  in  his  despatch  of  the  19th  of  January,  ' 
1862,  (No.  30  of  the  British  correspondence,)  as  follows:  "  He,  M.  Saligny,  fixes 
the  amount  of  French  unsettled  claims  at  twelve  million  dollars,  stating  that  he 
has  not  examined  into  them,  as  it  would  take  him  at  least  a  twelvemonth  to  do  so ;, 
but  his  government  having  instructed  him  to  name  some  particular  sum  for  the 
liquidation  thereof,  he  has  named  the  one  above  mentioned  as  being  what  he 
considers  an  approximation  to  their  value  by  a  million  or  two,  more  or  less."        y 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  undertakes,  also,  to  show  what  kind  of  reclamations  these 
are,  the  amount  of  which  comes  up  to  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  in  his  said 
despatch  says :  ''Among  the  body  of  foreign  residents  in  this  unfortunate  coun- 
try, nineteen  out  of  every  twenty  have  a  claim  of  some  sort  or  other  against  the 
government ;  many  of  them  are  really  founded  in  justice,  while  others  have  been 
trumped  up  and  fabricated  as  good  speculations  to  obtain  money  as  compensa- 
tion for  some  imaginary  injury,  such  as  a  three  days'  imprisonment,  which  they 
have  brought  on  themselves  purposely,  for  the  sake  of  establishing  a  claim,. 
i¥hich  they  then  bring  forward  at  some  exorbitant  rate." 

Thus  it  seems  that  the  amount  of  claims  which  France  says  she  has  against 
Mexico,  which  she  asserts  to  be  very  numerous,  but  which  she  cannot  enumerate 
when  the  opportunity  arrives  for  doing  so,  and  which  the  imperial  government 
had  estimated  at  ten  millions,  which  should  be  understood  as  francs,  that  being 
the  current  money-  of  France,  equal  to  about  two  millions  of  dollars,  M.  Saligny 
runs  up  to  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  requires  immediate  payment  of  such 
amount,  without  being  himself  satisfied  that  such  would  be  the  sum  to  which 
the  amount  of  the  claims  referred  to  would  reach,  and  refusing  to  the  Mexican 
government  the  right  to  examine  into  the  justice  of  such  claims,  through  the 
medium  of  a  mixed  commission,  which  is  received  among  civilized  nations  as^ 
that  which  provides  most  equitably  for  the  rights  of  creditor  and  debtor. 

The  second  requirement  of  M.  Saligny,  which  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Spanish  and  English  commissioners,  and  roused  their  opposition,  was  the  fulfil- 
Img  of  a  scandalous  affair  of  exchanges,  which  the  Swiss  house  of  Jecker  &  Co. 
made  with  the  rebels  who  occupied  Mexico  in  1859,  and  which  Sir  Charles 
Wyke  mentioned  in  these  terms,  in  his  said  despatch  of  19th  January,  1862  : 
"  When  the  Miramon  government  were  on  their  last  legs,  and  totally  penniless,, 
the  house  of  Jecker  lent  them  $750,000,  and  received  in  return  for  the  advance 
bonds  to  be  payable  at  some  future  period  to  the  amount  of  815,000,000. 
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Shortly  after  this  ontrageouB  proceeding,  Miramon  was  upset,  and  succeeded  by 
his  rival  Juarez,  who  was  then  called  upon  by  M.  Jecker,  who  was  under  French 
protection,  to  pay  the  above-named  enormous  sun^,  on  the  plea  that  one  govern- 
ment must  be  held  responsible  for  the  acts  and  obligations  of  the  other.  Juarez 
refused  to  do  so,  and  in  this  resolution  was  supported  by  the  opinion  of  all  im- 
partial people  in  Mexico.  I  have  always  understood  that  his  government  was 
filing  to  repay  the  original  sum  lent  of  $750,000  with  five  per  cent,  interest 
thereon,  but  repudiated  the  idea  of  their  being  liable  for  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars." 

After  a  warm  discussion  on  these  two  requirements  had  at  the  conference  on 
the  14th  January,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Spain  and  England  declared  they 
could  not  sustain  such  extraordinary  claims.  The  question  arose  whether  the 
claims  of  each  one  of  the  three  allies  needed  to  be  sustained  by  the  other  two  or 
not ;  and  the  plenipotentiaries,  not  considering  themselves  empowered  to  solve 
the  question,  determined  to  refer  the  matter  to  their  respective  governments. 
Sir  Charles  Wyke  and  General  Prim  proposed  to  M.  Saligny  that  he  should 
present,  at  once  in  common  with  them,  the  claims  specified  in  the  treaty  of 
London,  but  he  refused  to  do  so,  saying  that  his  instructions  would  not  permit 
it,  as  he  was  not  empowered  to  present  only  a  part  of  the  requirements  of  his 
government,  (annex  1  to  No.  85  of  the  Spanish  documents.)  And  then  it 
was  determined  to  suspend  the  presentation  of  every  class  of  claims,  and  the 
joint  note  was  sent  without  them. 

In  a  despatch  which  Commodore  Dunlop  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  the 
admiralty  on  the  15th  January  aforesaid,  (annex  1  to  No.  36  of  the  second 
part  of  the  British  correspondence,)  he  said :  "  Sir  Charles  Wyke  will  no  doubt, 
by  the  packet,  (as  he  has  not  time,  I  believe,  to  write  by  this  opportunity,)  ex- 
plain fully  his  reasons  for  objecting  to  the  French  claims ;  but  I  may  mention 
that  I  entirely  agree  with  his  view  of  the  case,  and  consider  that,  had  we  agreed 
to  the  French  claims,  we  should  have  committed  our  government  to  giving  its 
support  to  demands  on  Mexico  that  I  feel  certain,  when  fairly  laid  before  the 
government  of  the  Emperor,  will  be  so  greatly  modified,  as  to  assume  an  entirely 
different  character  from  that  in  which  they  would  have  appeared  had  we  per- 
mitted them  to  be  sent  to  the  president." 

In  a  despatch  which  Greneral  Prim  addressed  to  his  government  on  the  said 
14th  January,  (No.  80  of  the  Spanish  documents,)  he  said :  "  The  French  envoy, 
on  his  part,  will  ask  from  his  government  a  modification  of  his  instructions  in 
relation  to  the  Jecker  claim." 

If  the  French  government  was  not  aware  of  what  reclamations  she  had  to 
make  on  Mexico,  as  M.  Thouvenel  assured  Lord  Cowley,  and  had  left  every- 
thing relating  to  them  to  the  discretion  of  M.  Saligny,  how  is  it  that  this  ageni 
.said  that  his  instructions  did  not  permit  him  to  present  some  reclamations  to  the 
exclusion  of  others ;  and  that  when  his  colleagues  should  *meet  with  one  exor- 
bitantly unjust,  and  should  ask  that  he  should  modify  it,  he  did  not  considei 
himself  empowered  to  do  so,  and  asked  from  his  government  the  authorization 
proper  to  the  occasion? 

When  the  allied  governments  had  notice  of  the  difficulties  stirred  up  because 
of  the  French  claims,  M.  Thouvenel  said  to  Lord  Cowley,  on  the  28th  February, 
{No.  22  of  the  second  part  of  the  British  correspondence,)  that  the  French  gov- 
ernment  understood  that  the  three  powers  would  sustain  the  demands  they  con- 
sidered just,  and  that  if  any  appeared  to  them  to  be  exorbitant  or  unfounded, 
the  power  interested  might  prosecute  them  alone. 

The  English  government  looked  upon  the  French  claims  in  the  same  light  as 
their  ministers  im  Mexico  did ;  and  loimd  them  so  exorbitant  that  they  did  not 
think  the  imperial  government  would  sustain  them  when  informed  about  them 
Lord  Russell  said  to  Earl  Cowley,  in  a  despatch  of  the  3d  March,  1862,  (No.  3C 
of  the  second  part  of  the  British  documents,)  as  follows : 
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"  The  demand  of  $12,000,000,  (about  ^62,500,000  sterling,)  fonned  without 
Any  account,  on  a  rough  guess,  and  the  demand  of  the  full  and  immediate  execu- 
tion of  a  contract  for  the  payment  of  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $15,000,000,  in 
return  for  $750,000  advanced  to  a  nominal  government  just  in  the  act  of  failing, 
appear  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  be  items  of  the  ultimatum  of  which  the 
government  of  the  Emperor  cannot  approve."  i 

When  Lord  Cowley  communicated  the  preceding  despatch  to  M.  Thouvenel, 
on  the  5th  March,  (No.  46,)  the  French  minister  for  foreign  affairs  repeated  to 
him  what  he  had  before  said,  giving  him  to  understand  that  if  England  might 
not  be  disposed  to  sustain  all  the  French  claims  the  French  government  would 
use  its  own  course  for  enforcing  them  against  Mexico.  He  added  that  the  sepa- 
rate action  of  the  allies  would  be  a  thing  to  be  regretted,  but  it  could  not  be 
avoided ;  and  in  such  case  each  government  would  have  to  conclude  separately 
its  own  treaty  with  Mexico.  Lord  Cowley  writes  to  Earl  Russell,  in  despatch 
of  the  6th  March,  (No.  46,)  that,  **  On  my.  observing  to  M.  Thouvenel  that  he 
surely  could  not  approve  a  demand  for  $12,000,000,  formed  without  any  ac- 
eonnt,  on  a  rough  guess,  and  another  demand  for  the  payment  of  $15,000,000, 
in  return  for  an  advance  of  $750,000,  his  excellency  admitted  that  the  amount 
of  the  first  of  these  two  sums  had  struck  him  as  very  large.  It  was  impossible 
for  him,  however,  to  control  it.  He  had  originally  desired  Mr.  Dubois  de  Sa- 
ligny  to  fix  a  sum  which,  in  the  conscientious  opinion  of  that  gentleman,  would 
constitute  a  fair  demand.  His  excellency  proceeded  to  read  me  Mr.  Saligny's 
jostification  of  it,  which  simply  amounts  to  this :  that  he  is  convinced  that  the 
sum  asked  for  will  not  cover  the  amount  of  claims  existing  in  the  chanceries  of 
the  French  legation  at  Mexico  and  of  the  different  consulates  within  the  Mexi- 
can dominions.  With  this  assurance  before  him,  his  excellency  could  do  no 
more  than  recommend  the  strictest  examination  of  every  claim  brought  forward. 
His  excellency  took  this  occasion  to  say  that  he  could  not  consent  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  mixed  commission,  as  had  been  suggested  at  one  of  the  con- 
ferences at  Vera  Cniz,  to  arbitrate  upon  the  demands  of  the  three  governments ; 
but  he  could  not  be  averse  to  a  proposal,  emanating  from  M.  de  Saligny,  that  a 
French  commission,  consisting  of  the  French  secretary  of  legation,  the  French 
consul  at  Vera  Cniz,  and  a  French  merchant,  should  decide  upon  the  merits  of 
French  claimants.  If,  after  inquiry,  it  should  be  found  that  the  aggregate 
amount  of  claims  admitted  by  that  commission  was  less  than  $12,000,000,  of 
course  that  sum  would  be  diminished  in  proportion." 

"  I  asked  M.  Thouvenel  whether  I  was  to  understand  that  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment would  be  satisfied  with  an  acceptance  by  the  Mexican  government  of 
the  award  of  the  commission,  after  the  examination  of  the  several  French 
claims,  without  specifying  any  particular  sum  previously  ;  but  even  this  slight 
modification  was  objected  to  by  his  excellency. 

**  With  regard  to  the  Jecker  claim,  Mr.  Thouvenel  said  that  there  were  a  num 
ber  of  French  subjects  who  had  advanced  money  to  Jecker  on  bonds  issued  by 
him  on  the  strength  of  his  contract  with  the  Mexican  government.  It  was  not, 
therefore,  a  question  of  the  repajnment  only  of  the  $750^000  for  the  service  of 
the  Mexican  government,  but  of  the  repayment  of  bonds  for  which  value  had 
been  given. 

"  I  asked  M.  ITiouvenel  why  M.  de  Saligny  should  not  pursue  the  course 
adopted  by  Sir  Charles  Wyke  in  his  project  of  ultimatum,  and  be  satisfied  with 
an  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  goveiiiment  that  all  just  claims  not 
yet  sent  in  should  be  paid.  It  must  be  admitted  that  Mr.  Thouvenel's  answer 
admits  with  difficulty  of  a  reply.  What  reliance,  he  asked,  could  be  placed  on  any 
engagements  of  the  kind  after  the  experience  which  the  allies  had  had  of  Mexican 
fiaith  f  But,  I.  observed,  you  must  in  some  way  or  other  trust  a  Mexican  gov- 
ernment, for  you  do  not  suppose  that  the  country  is  rich  enough  to  pay  off  at 
once  all  the  demands  already  made  upon  it,  to  say  nothing  of  those  which  you 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 16 
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have  in  store.  Do  you  mean  to  remain  there  until  every  farthing  shall  have 
been  paid  V* 

M.  Thouvenel,  who  could  not  answer  this  frank  and  categorical  question, 
changed  the  conversation,  and  said  that  *'  it  was  very  difficult  to  send  in- 
structions to  Mexico  relating  to  matters  which  had  occurred  two  months  before 
the  comments  upon  them  could  be  read." 

This  is  not  the  only  case  in  which  may  be  noticed  unwillingness  in  the  French 
government  to  send  instructions  to  their  plenipotentiaries,  or  at  least  to  admit 
that  it  has  sent  them,  (for  it  is  certain  that  they  are  kept  secret  and  very  close,) 
for  the  purpose  of  being  at  liberty  afterwards  to  follow  up  the  game  which  it 
has  played  with  such  success,  to  let  abuses  remain  without  remedy,  under  pre- 
text of  not  thwarting  the  action  of  their  agents.  The  Spanish  documents  sup- 
ply further  evidence  of  this  reluctance. 

M.  Galderon  CoUantes,  in  the  despatch  quoted,  which  he  addressed  to  the 
chargd  d'aflfaires  of  Spain  at  Paris,  on  the  18th  April,  1862,  (No.  102  of  the 
Spanish  documents,)  said  that  the  Spanish  government,  desirous  of  avoiding 
differences,  such  as  had  occurred  about  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  "  had 
thought  it  would  be  useful  for  the  representatives  of  the  three  powers  to  meet 
in  London  to  examine  into  all  eventualities  and,  although  it  might  be  difficult, 
into  all  the  occurrences,  so  as  to  concert  resolutions  about  these  matters  which 
the  respective  governments  might  have  to  take ;  and  that  in  this  sense  he  had 
spoken  to  the  ambassador  of  France,  and,  in  case  such  a  thought  should  not 
seem  expedient,  indicated  the  advantage  that  would  follow  from  the  three  gov- 
ernments being  of  accord  in  forming  their  opinions  about  the  acts  and  measures 
of  the  generals  and  plenipotentiaries  sent  to  Mexico." 

M.  Thouvenel,  who  was  not  desirous  to  bind  himself  to  anything  which 
might  make  more  intimately  known  to  the  allies  the  iniquities  of  France,  gave 
the  answer  that  might  be  expected,  and  which  the  charge  d'affaires  communi- 
cated to  his  government,  in  a  despatch  of  the  9th  April,  1862,  (No.  101,)  in 
these  terms :  "  M.  de  Thouvenel  spoke  to  me  of  the  proposition  for  a  conference 
made  by  your  excellency,  stating  that  he  had  not  accepted  it  because  he  consid- 
ered it  useless.  For  what  purpose  declare  here  how  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
of  London  are  to  be  understood,  when  it  is  probable  that  before  the  understand- 
ing could  be  communicated  to  the  respective  agents  the  question  would  be  solved 
in  Mexico?  '  At  present,'  added  M.  Thouvenel,  '  there  is  nothing  to  be 
done  but  to  wait  five  or  six  weeks,  which  is  the  time  needed  to  see  the  turn 
which  events  may  take.'  " 

Following  up  this  same  system,  M.  Billault,  in  the  speech  he  delivered  in  the 
legislative  body  respecting  affairs  in  Mexico,  at  the  session  of  the  13th  March, 
1862,  said,  "our  forces  should  now  be  in  Mexico;  to  what  does  the  discussion 
amount?"  To  which  M.  Favre  very  opportunely  rejoined,  that  since  the  right 
of  speaking  had  been  granted  to  the  legislative  chamber,  it  was  necessary  that 
they  should  be  allowed  to  speak. 

Even  before  the  rupture  at  Orizaba  could  be  known  in  Europe,  at  a  conference 
which  Lord  Cowley  had  with  Mr.  Thouvenel  on  the  2d  of  May,  1862,  at  which 
the  first  intended  to  be  very  conciliatory,  an  important  incident  occurred,  which 
Earl  Cowley  communicated  to  Lord  Russell  in  a  despatch  of  that  date,  (No. 
113,  2d  pare  of  the  British  correspondence,)  in  this  shape :  "  I  asked  what  in- 
structions were  to  be  sent  to  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny,  expressing  the  hope  that 
caution  and  patience  would  be  prescribed  to  him.  M.  Thouvenel  assented,  and 
said  that  as  the  position  of  England  in  Mexico  was  somewhat  different  from 
that  of  France,  inasmuch  as  no  British  force  was  in  the  interior,  he  hoped  that 
some  consideration  would  be  paid  to  this  difference." 

Thus,  then,  while  England  was  communicating,  without  reserve,  to  France  all 
the  despatches  sent  to  her  agents  in  Mexico,  when  she  asked  her  ally  what  in- 
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stmctionfi  she  would  seud  to  her  minister  at  that  republic,  she  receives  an  answer, 
Bcarcely  friendly,  such  as  I  have  just  translated. 

Earl  Russell,  repl3ring  on  the  8th  of  March,  1862,  (No.  48,  2d  part  of  the 
British  documents,)  to  the  note  of  Lord  Cowley  of  the  6th,  (No.  46,)  in  relation 
to  French  claims,  said  : 

'*  It  is  hardly  possible  that  claims  so  excessive  as  that  of  $12,000,000  in  the 
lamp,  without  an  account,  and  that  of  $15,000,000  for  $750,000  actually 
received,  can  have  been  put  forward  with  an  expectation  that  they  would  be 
complied  with." 

He  offered,  however,  to  examine  the  matter  in  view  of  the  new  arguments 
which  Mr.  Flahault  had  instructions  to  place  before  him,  aflter  which  the  British 
government  would  adopt  its  determination. 

On  the  10th  of  March  the  conference  between  Earl  Russell  and  Count  Fla- 
hault took  place,  and  the  former  relates  it  to  Jjord  Cowley  in  his  despatch  of  the 
nth  of  March,  1862,  (No.  50,)  in  these  terms : 

*'  I  had  a  long  conversation  with  Count  Flahault  yesterday,  turning  chiefly 
on  the  affairs  of  Mexico. 

"  His  excellency  brought  me  several  despatches  from  M.  Thouvenel,  M.  Du- 
bois de  Saligny,  and  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere,  relative  to  the  dissensions 
between  the  commissioners  of  the  allies.  M.  Thouvenel  lays  it  down  as  a  rule 
that  the  allies  could  not  be  the  judges  of  each  other's  claims ;  that  from  the 
moment  a  commissioner  gave  in  his  demand  on  the  Mexican  government  the 
other  commissioners  were  bound  by  the  convention  to  support  that  demand, 
whatever  it  might  be.  I  said  I  could  not  go  that  extreme  length.  I  was  ready 
to  concur  so  far  that  the  allies  could  not  examine  each  other's  claims  without 
great  loss  of  time,  and  after  all  they  would  not  be  able  to  judge  of  the  validity 
of  each  particular  demand ;  but  that  where  a  claim  was  excessive  and  exorbi- 
taat  on  ihe  face  of  it,  it  was  the  duty  of  her  Majesty's  commissioner  to  give  no 
support  to  such  a  demand.  I  proceeded  to  say  that  the  demand  of  12,000,000 
dollars  in  the  lump,  without  any  account,  and  the  demand  of  15,000,000  bonds 
in  return  for  a  fraudulent  loan  of  750,000  dollars  to  a  failing  and  bankrupt 
government,  were  of  this  nature." 

*'  Count  Flahault  admitted  that  he  thought  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  might  have 
himself  examined  the  French  claims,  and  arrived  at  a  total  deduced  ^om  the 
addition  of  the  several  accounts  and  not  from  his  own  rough  conjecture.  He 
said,  however,  that  M.  Thouvenel  now  proposed  to  have  such  an  examination 
by  means  of  a  commission.  He  read  to  me  part  of  a  despatch  ^om  M.  Dubois 
de  Saligny,  in  which  that  gentleman  states  that  he  offered  to  give  up  the  Jecker 
claim  of  15,000,000  of  bonds  if  Sir  Charles  Wyke  would  consent  to  support  the 
general  claim  of  12,000,000  dollars. 

*'  I  said  that  1  thought  if  a  commission  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  French 
claims  were  appointed,  composed,  as  I  understood  M.  Thouvenel  wished,  en- 
tirely of  French  officers  and  merchants,  and  the  French  commissioners  were  to 
adopt  the  report  of  that  commission,  and  if  the  Jecker  claim  were  entirely 
abandoned,  her  Majesty's  government  could  support  in  such  case  the  French 
claims." 

Earl  Russell,  who  knew  that  the  exorbitancy  of  the  sums  required  from 
Mexico  by  France  had  for  object  to  render  any  arrangement  impossible,  added 
at  the  close  of  his  said  despatch,  (No.  50 :) 

*'  I  stated  to  Mr.  Flahault  that  what  we  could  not  agree  to,  and  must  keep 
clear  of,  was  the  putting  forward  of  claims,  merely  for  the  sake  of  making  a 
quarrel.    That  was  a  course  we  could  not  adopt  ourselves,  nor  defend  in  others." 

Earl  Cowley  communicated  the  preceding  despatch  to  M.  Thouvenel  on  the 
Idth  of  March,  and  informed  Lord  Russell  of  such  interview  in  a  despatch  of 
Uie  14th,  (No.  54,)  in  these  terms : 

*♦  While  with  M.  Thouvenel  yesterday,  I  mentioned  to  his  excellency  that  I 
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was  glad  to  find,  by  a  despatch  which  1  had  received  from  your  lordship,  that 
her  Majesty's  government,  in  consequence  of  the  abandonment  by  the  imperial 
government  of  the  Jeckor  claim  on  Mexico,  and  of  the  institution  of  a  commis- 
sion to  examine  into  the  amount  of  the  other  French  claims  still  undecided,  had 
been  enabled  to  instnict  Sir  Charles  Wyke  to  support  the  result  of  that  exami- 
nation." ' 

"  M.  Thouvenel  said  that  neither  in  his  conversations  with  me,  nor  in  his  in- 
structions to  M.  de  Flahault,  had  he  ever  consented  to  abandon  the  Jecker  claim, 
nor  did  it  appear  from  the  despatches  which  he  had  received  from  that  embas- 
sador that  he  understood  the  claim  to  be  abandoned.  His  excellency  went  on 
to  say  that  he  could  not  take  upon  himself  to  make  any  such  declaration ;  that 
he  was  not  sufficiently  cognizant  of  the  terms  of  the  Jecker  contract,  which  he 
had  never  seen,  to  form  any  opinion  about  it ;  that  he  did  not  know  how  far 
French  interests  were  engaged  in  it;  and  therefore  he  must  leave  the  whole 
matter  to  the  appreciation,  of  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny,  in  whose  probity  he 
had  entire  confidence.  All  be  could  say  was,  as  he  had  already  written  to  M. 
de  Saligny,  that  he  had  no  intention  of  pressing  unjust  claims,  and  that  if  M. 
Jecker  had  made  an  imprudent  contract,  he  must  not  look  to  France  to  support 

^|.*>  •  •  •  •  4c  •  •  •  • 

"  M.  Thouvenel  replied  that  he  was  quite  willing  to  consent  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  commission,  and  that  as  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  had  already,  at  one 
of  the  first  conferences,  offered  to  reserve  the  Jecker  claim  if  the  other  claims 
were  supported  by  his  colleagues,  be  would  probably  be  still  ready  to  do  so,  but 
he  (M.  Thouvenel)  could  give  him  no  orders  upon  the  subject." 

After  these  extraordinary  declarations  the  English  goveniment,  which  at  first 
had  thought,  as  bad  her  agents  in  Mexico,  that  the  imperial  government  would 
be  incapable  of  becoming  an  accomplice  to  the  unjust  course  which  was  attributed 
exclusively  to  M.  de  Saligny,  acknowledged  their  error  in  a  despatch  which 
Lord  Russell  addressed  to  Su-  Charles  Wyke  the  15th  of  March,  1862,  (No.  56.) 
He  said,  "but  it  is  due  to  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  to  say  that  there  is  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  in  the  course  which  he  pursued  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  he  was  acting  in  strict  conformity  with  the  wishes  and  intentions  of  tht» 
French  government," 

After  the  point  had  been  very  carefiilly  examined  by  the  British  government, 
and  after  having  learned  the  determination  of  France,  Lord  Russell  wrote  to 
Sir  Charles  Wyke  in  his  despatch,  referred  to,  of  March  15,  (No.  56  :) 

"You  were  right,  under  the  circumstances,  in  delining  to  advocate  the  de- 
mands of  your  French  colleague  as  first  enunciated,  for  those  demands  were 
confessedly  made  at  random,  and  on  Very  insufficient  data."       •       •       •      • 

"  I  have  further  to  instruct  you,  if  the  Jecker  claim  is  put  forward  by  M. 
Dubois  de  Saligny,  not  to  give  it  any  support."  > 

A  month  and  a  half  afterwards,  the  30th  April,  1 862,  when  the  dissensions 
between  the  allied  commissioners  had  assumed  a  graver  character.  Lord  Russell, 
using  a  more  conciliatory  tone  but  none  less  fii-m,  said  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke, 
(No.  Ill :)  "The  French  ambassador  has  told  me,  however,  on  the  authority  of 
a  despatch  from  Vera  Cruz,  that  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  consented  to  waive  or 
to  suspend  his  last-mentioned  demand  (that  of  Jecker)  on  condition  you  would 
support  his  demand  for  $12,000,000  for  French  indemnities  in  general.  Now, 
the  main  defect  in  that  demand  for  $12,000,000  was  that  it  named  a  gross  sum, 
not  supported  by  any  vouchers  or  by  any  proof.  Still  the  word  of  the  French 
minister  might  have  been  taken  as  authority  if  he  had  declared  his  confident  be- 
lief that  such  a  demand  coidd  have  been  subsequently  supported  by  sufficient  and 
detailed  proof,  and  if  such  a  statement  was  distinctly  and  formally  made  by 
him,  I  think  it  might  have  been  accepted.  But  on  the  whole  view  of  yonr 
conduct,  her  Majesty's  government  approve  of  the  ability  and  judgment  you 
have  displayed  in  very  difficult  circumstances." 
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It  is  true,  aa  M.  Thouvenel  said  to  Lord  Cowley,  that  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment  was  morfe  yieldiog  to  the  French  than  was  the  British  in  this  respect,  and 
that  it  was  inclined  to  support  the  French  demands,  and  even  to  go  further  than 
the  French  government  itself;  because  in  one  of  the  despatches  addressed  by 
M.  Calderon  Collantes  to  General  Prim  on  the  7th  March,  (No.  83  of  the  Spanish 
Hocuments,)  he  said,  "  that  the  Queen's  government  were  agreed  that  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty  of  31st  of  October  were  not  susceptible  of  interpretation  as 
to  the  engagement  contracted  by  the  three  powers  to  support,  without  any  ex- 
amination or  discussion,  their  respective  claims;"  but  this  was  dependent  on  the 
apprehension  they  had  that  if  they  did  not  support  the  French  claims  France 
would  refuse  to  support  the  Spanish  claims,  in  which  case  they  feared  they  might 
not  be  able  to  obtain  payment.  This  is  very  clearly  shown  in  the  despatch 
which  General  Prim  addressed  to  his  government  the  27th  January,  1862,  (No. 
82,)  in  which  he  said  : 

"If  each  must  present  its  separate  claim   only  without  caring  for  those  of 
other  governments  Spain  might  find  herself  in  the  disadvantageous  position  of 
having  to  maintain  her  own  quarrel  alone ;  because  it  is  not  difficult  that  a  case 
might  occur  that  France  and  England,  seeing  that  the  Spanish  government  de- 
clined to  support  their  claims,  might  yield  to  tlie  instances  already  pressed  by 
the  Mexican  authorities  upon  their  representatives  to  induce  them  to  lend  them- 
selves to  an  arrangement  from  which  they  might  exclude  the  Spanish  claims, 
which  would  make  for  her  Majesty's  government  a  very  highly  difficult  position, 
because  a  claim  being  once  made  national  dignity  requires  that  it  should  be 
carried  forward  to  a  termination,  which  could  not  be  done  without  elements  for 
war  much  superior  to  what  I  have  at  this  time  at  my  command."     "Against  the 
English  and  the  French  there  is  not  in  this  country  the  hatred  and  rancor  which 
is  felt  against  the  Spaniards,  and  these  ill-feelings,  unmerited  as  they  may  be, 
are  no  less  deep  and  rooted ;  it  is  indispensable,  therefore,  that  there  may  be  no 
separation  between  the  three  nations,  and  that  they  continue  laboring  jointly  and 
in  common  together  until  they  obtain  a  satisfactory  solution  of  their  questions 
with  Mexico."     •     •     •     And  at  later  date,  in  despatch  of  March  29,  1862, 
(No.  107,)  he  said  to  the  minister  of  state  at  Madrid:  "There  is  nothing  irregu- 
lar in  informing  you  that  if  some  (claims)  among  those  presented  by  France 
are  unjust,  more  particularly  that  of  the  house  of  Jccker  &  Company,  and  shall 
give  room  to  serious  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  government,  the  de- 
mand for  immediate  fulfilment  of  the  Mon-Almonte  treaty  will  not  offer  less  diffi- 
culties.    I  think,  therefore,  that  by  establishing  an  absolute  solidarity  in  the 
claims  we  shall  destroy  the  possibility  of  making  arrangements  by  which  Spain 
can  be  excluded." 

Despite  all  this,  it  is  well  to  keep  in  mind  that  the  Spanish  government  ap- 
provecf,  without  restrictions,  in  a  despatch  addressed  to  General  Prim  the  2l8t 
of  February,  (No.  81,)  the  conduct  pursued  by  that  general  in  declining  to  sup- 
port two  of  the  French  claims,  which  occasioned  the  fact  that  none  of  the  claims 
of  the  allies  could  be  sent  in  to  the  Mexican  government  with  the  joint  note. 

From  the  foregoing  narration,  which  is  taken  faithfully  and  in  detail  from  the 
official  documents  of  one  of  the  powers  allied  to  France  to  make  war  in  ^lexico, 
and  certainly  that  which  can  have  least  sympathy  for  that  republic  and  more 
consideration  for  France  from  motives  of  interest  and  mutual  convenience,  and 
could  not  have  any  other  reason  than  a  sentiment  of  justice  in  refusing  to  sup- 
port the  inequitable  acts  sought  to  be  committed  on  Mexico,  it  seems  that  when 
his  colleagues  showed  to  M.  de  Saligny  the  injustice  of  some  of  his  demands, 
and  begged  him  to  defer  them  until  he  should  receive  the  decision  of  his  gov- 
ernment respecting  them,  presenting  the  others  at  once,  he  answered  that  he 
could  not  do  so,  because  his  instructions  directed  him  to  present  at  once  all  the 
French  claims.  Knowing,  however,  that  in  the  form  in  which  they  were  they 
could  not  be  supported  by  his  colleagues,  he  offered  to  abandon  ox  swa^^euA.  \5^^ 
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claim  of  Jccker,  on  condition  his  colleagues  would  support  the  others ;  but  finally 
he  did  not  determine  to  do  this,  and  asked  instructions  from  his  government. 
When  the  want  of  equality  of  these  demands  was  pointed  out  to  M.  Thouvenel, 
he  replied  that  really  he  thought  they  were  very  large,  but  that  as  he  had  left 
the  whole  matter  to  the  decision  of  M.  Saligny  there  remained  nothing  for  him 
to  do.  Thus  both  agents,  by  reciprocaUy  supposing  themselves  to  be  withoul 
power  to  remedy  the  abuses  laid  before  them,  and  which,  to  a  certain  extent, 
they  had  themselves  admitted,  insisted  with  the  greatest  tenacity  upon  them, 
entirely  closing  the  door  to  all  means  of  correcting  them.  The  injustice  of  the 
French  claims  was  so  notoriously  great,  that  when  the  British  government  ex- 
posed it,  even  in  harsh  words  and  a  rough  manner,  to  the  French  government, 
that  did  not  attempt  to  defend  them,  and  abstained  very  carefully  from  entering 
into  any  kind  of  discussion  about  them,  excusing  itself  from  doing  so  on  the 
pretext  that  they  were  entirely  unknown  to  it.  If  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  did  not  understand  the  French  claims, 
as  he  gave  assurance,  how  would  a  nation  deserve  to  be  characterized  which  makes 
war  upon  another  to  obtain  pa3nDicnt  of  claims  which  the  aggressive  power  officially 
declares  it  does  not  understand,  nor  what  they  are,  nor  to  how  much  they  amount, 
nor  in  what  they  consist,  nor  who  holds  them,  and  whether  among  such  claims  is 
comprehended  one  on  a  contract  of  exchange,  made  by  a  person  not  belonging  to 
the  nation  of  the  aggressor,  against  which  contract  the  opinion  of  all  honest  men 
revolts,  both  in  Europe  as  well  as  in  America,  which  contract  the  aggressor  de- 
clares he  has  never  seen,  that  it  may  be  an  imprudent  one,  and  so  far  admits 
that  in  such  case  it  ought  not  to  be  supported  by  him  ?  If,- on  the  contrary,  M. 
Thouvenel  understands  the  claims  for  the  satisfaction  of  which  the  Emperor  has 
sent  his  armies  to  Mexico,  what  must  be  thought  of  the  morals  and  good  faith 
of  the  imperial  government  ? 

When  these  extraordinary  and  anomalous  details  are  carefully  examined,  and 
the  reluctance  of  the  French  government  to  send  precise  instructions  to  its 
agents  is  perceived ;  the  care  with  which  it  avoids  all  discussion  respecting  its 
claims,  because  they  are  of  such  nature  they  cannot  stand  against  an  impartial 
investigation :  the  tenacity  with  which  it  refuses  to  submit  them  to  a  liquidating 
commission,  although  composed  of  subjects  of  the  allied  nations  only,  or  of 
French  employes  only ;  the  unworthy  manner  in  which  the  French  agents  charge 
one  another  in  order  to  put  beyond  reach  the  power  of  remedying  the  abuses 
pointed  out  to  them,  not  by  the  country  which  they  wish  to  make  their  victim, 
but  by  one  of  the  allies  of  France  herself,  and  all  that  may  be  deduced  from 
the  foregoing  narrative,  it  is  not  possible  to  avoid  believing  either  that  the  opin- 
ion is  too  well  founded  which  prevails  in  Europe  that,  in  the  Jecker  business 
and  in  the  other  French  claims,  there  are  directly  and  pecuniarily  interested 
personages  who  occupy  very  high  positions  in  the  court  of  the  TuiUeries  and 
very  near  the  imperial  throne,  or  that  the  French  expedition  has  not,  nor  could 
have  had,  for  object  the  payment  of  such  claims,  but  that  they  have  been  only 
the  pretext  of  which  the  imperial  government  has  availed  to  conceal  and  de- 
velope  views,  merely  political,  which  it  entertains  in  regard  to  Mexico. 

The  probability  of  the  first  of  these  two  extremes  is  considerably  strengthened 
when  we  keep  in  view  that  when  M.  Saligny  laid  before  the  Mexican  government 
some  propositions  which  M.  Jecker  made  for  the  funding  (amortizacion)  of  his 
bonds,  he  accompanied  them  by  a  confidential  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
relations  of  the  republic,  in  which  he  said  that  if  the  business  were  not  arranged 
in  the  manner  which  he  proposed,  "it  would  bring  about  the  ruin  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  nation." 

On  the  matter  of  the  French  claims,  M.  Favre  has  said  in  the  legislative 
body,  in  his  speech  aforesaid,  (page  965,  col.  3,)  as  follows : 

**  France  had  at  first  thought  she  was  not  interested  in  this  question  in  a 
^aancial  point  of  view,  unless  in  a  very  trifling  degree.     You  know,  in  fact. 
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gentlemen,  and  no  one  replied  to  these  remarks  on  the  discussion  on  the  imperial 
«peech,  that  the  amount  of  debts  recognized  by  previous  treaties  is  750,000 
francs ;  750,000  francs !  To  this  must  be  added  eventual  claims  of  our  country- 
men which  may  reach  the  sum  of  four  millions  of  francs.  Exaggerate  this 
£gure  if  you  choose. 

"  Such  was  the  apparent  condition  of  things.  And  now,  when  France,  at  a 
conference  of  the  commissioners,  desired  to  let  them  understand  what  was  the 
amount  of  her  indemnities,  she  spoke  at  first  of  a  sum  of  $12,000,000,  pay- 
ment of  which  she  demanded  without  any  kifld  of  examination ;  and  in  the 
second  place,  a  sum  of  75,000,000  of  francs,  applied  to  a  Jecker  loan  which  she 
desired  to  have  acknowledged  by  the  government  which  would  be  installed." 

**  Now  this  Jecker  loan  is  an  abominable  exaction ;  and  France,  I  am  con- 
vinced of  it,  has  been  upon  this  point,  as  upon  others,  inconceivably  in  error, 
infinitely  to  be  lamented,  but  which  it  is  important  to  dissipate  at  all  hazards." 

M.  Favre  then  refers  to  the  terms  of  the  Jecker  loan,  reading  portions  of  the 
despatch  of  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  of  the  19th  January  last,  which  I  have  quoted, 
and  continues  by  saying: 

"  And  to  complete  the  information  I  may  add  that  the  house  of  Jecker  was  a 
Swiss  house,  which  was  broken  down  by  the  fall  of  Miramon.  Jecker  was  de- 
<:lared  bankrupt;  the  treasury  bonds  which  were  in  his  hands,  which  were  no 
more,  you  can  comprehend,  than  titles  without  value,  were  sold  at  low  prices ; 
a  society  of  honorable  speculators  thought  well  of  buying  them,  and  now  wants 
to  make  use  of  them;  it  desires  to  handle  those  seventy-five  millions.  Such, 
sirs,  are  the  debts  which  France  takes  under  its  protection." 

"And  do  you  know  what  has  passed  abroad?  Many  of  you  are  not  ignorant, 
without  doubt,  and  if  I  tell  you,  it  is  in  order  to  protest,  with  the  authority 
which  the  high  position  of  member  of  the  first  body  in  France  gives  me,  against 
an  abominable  calumny  which  has  circulated  throughout  Europe.  You  may 
have  received,  as  I  have,  an  extract  from  the  newspaper,  *  The  Times,'  which 
unfortunately  has  not  entered  France,  because  it  would  have  been  much  better 
had  it  entered  and  been  published ;  that  newspaper,  *  The  Times,'  which  says 
that  those  seventy-five  millions  of  bonds  have  been  bought  up  by  a  company 
at  the  head  of  which  are  found  personages  thoroughly  well  known  in  the  state." 

"  They  disdain  such  attacks,  and  there  is  no  reason  for  it.  They  consider 
themselves  sufficiently  protected  by  that  system  of  excessive  watchfulness  which 
is  the  very  essence  of  our  government,  and  because  it  arrepts  the  calumny  at  the 
frontier  they  think  it  is  entirely  smothered.  It  seems,  indeed,  that  France  re- 
sembles that  bird  which,  when  it  thrusts  its  head  under  its  wing,  thinks  that  no 
one  can  see  it  because  it  is  itself  in  the  dark,  and  therefore  there  can  be  no  light 
elsewhere.  Unfortunately  this  is  not  so.  These  calumnies  have  circulated 
through  Europe,  and  it  is  of  importance  that  the  word  of  the  minister  may  be 
able  to  refiite  them." 

"  However,  look  at  what  has  happened.     This  Jecker  business,  which  is  a 

shamefril  speculation,  has  been  laid  before  the  French  government,  regarded 

without  doubt  as  a  lawful  debt,  which  is  about  to  be  a  case  of  peace  or  war." 
•  •••••••• 

"  Well,  sirs,  it  is  necessary  that  this  aflair  be  cleared  up ;  it  is  necessary  that 
the  calumny  of  which  I  have  spoken  should  receive  a  solemn  denial ;  it  is  neces- 
sary that  this  chamber  should  hear  that  declamtion  from  the  lips  of  the  min- 
ister himself,  that  he  will  demand  payment  only  of  sums  which  really  have 
been  disbursed;  but,  as  for  all  those  shamele:?s  hotch-potches  of  speculators 
which  are  current  because  of  political  discords  in  a  country,  for  loans  op  mon- 
strous conditions  to  an  authority  which  is  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  France  keeps 
aloof  from  them  with  disgust,  and  that  if  for  an  instant  they  have  imposed  on 
her,  when  she  has  seen  the  truth  she  cannot  persist  in  her  error." 

So  direct  an  interpellation  could  not  be,  nor  ought  to  be,  disregarded  by  M. 
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Billanlt.  In  replying  to  it  he  gave  expression  to  his  ideaB  with  remarkahle 
brevity,  and  his  style,  ordinarily  very  diflPuse  even  on  subjects  of  mnch  less  im- 
portance, was  on  this  occasion  extraordinarily  concise.  After  declaiming  against 
those  who  dare  calumniate  the  honorable  men  who  constitute  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment, M.  Billault  says,  speaking  of  the  demand  of  $12,000,000,  (page  968, 
col.  1,)  that  he  has  had  occasion  to  inform  himself  about  this  matter,  and  the 
justification  he  offers  is  altogether  insufiicient,  because  it  is  no  other  than  what 
M.  Saligny  made  to  his  government,  which  is,  **  that  he  has  learned  that  there 
are  at  Vera  Cruz  alone  more  than  three  hundred  reports  of  claims,  and  that 
there  are  some  in  all  quarters,  because  over  the  immense  surface  of  Mexico  the 
eight  or  ten  thousand  French  scattered  through  it  have  been  molested,  oppressed, 
ill  treated."  But  we  already  know  from  the  reports,  which  are  beyond  sus- 
picion, of  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  how  claims  are  improvised  in  Mexico. 

M.  Billault,  conceiving  that  his  explanation  was  insufficient,  added  : 

"  It  is  pretended  that  this  sum  is  excessive ;  but  all  the  claims  will  be  adju- 
dicated by  a  French  commission ;  rights  will  be  scrupulously  looked  into,  and 
nothing  will  be  admitted  that  is  not  lawful." 

The  assurances  given  by  M.  Billault,  that  all  French  claims  will  be  examined 
by  a  commission  of  Frenchmen,  are  not  proved  by  the  antecedents  in  this  mat- 
ter. M.  Thouvenel  said  to  Lord  Cowley,  on  the  5th  March,  as  I  have  related, 
"  that  the  French  government  would  not  be  averse  to  a  proposal  set  out  by  M. 
Saligny,  that  a  French  commission,  composed  of  the  secretary  of  the  French 
legation,  of  the  French  consul  at  Vera  Cniz,  and  a  French  merchant,  should 
decide  upon  the  merits  of  the  French  claims ;"  but  between  this  and  the  assur- 
ance that  the  claims  will  be  examined  by  the  French  commission  there  is  a 
vast  difference. 

Besides,  in  a  despatch  which  M.  Thouvenel  wrote  to  M.  Saligny  on  the  14th 
March,  and  from  which  M.  Billaut  read  a  passage,  it  seems  that  the  first  left  to 
the  decision  of  the  second  whatever  related  to  the  establishment  of  such  a 
commission.  After  M.  Thouvenel  saying  that  the  idea  of  a  French  commission 
seemed  to  appear  favorable  to  Lord  Russell,  he  says  to  M.  Saligny  :  "  I  write 
you  in  consequence  still  to  carry  out  this  combination." 

If  the  French  government  has  subsequently  adopted  such  resolution,  and 
authorized  M.  Billault  to  communicate  it  to  the  legislative  body,  that  is  not.what 
is  to  be  deduced  from  the  terms  in  which  that  minister  made  such  communication. 

For  the  rest,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  a  commission 
composed  exclusively  of  French  subjects,  amongst  whom  there  would  be  a 
majority  of  subaltern  French  employes,  would  be  a  very  imperfect  mode  of 
settling  with  justice  and  equity  the  amount  of  the  French  claims. 

M.  Billault,  however,  goes  further,  because  he  says  (p.  968,  vol.  2)  that  if  the 
sum  which  the  French  government  demands  from  Mexico  should  exceed  that 
which  results  as  the  amount  of  claims  legitimately  liquidated,  it  will  return  to 
the  Mexican  goveniment  that  which  it  may  have  paid  in  excess.  If,  then,  the 
French  government  is  not  sure  that  the  sum  it  demands  may  not  be  that  which 
is  justly  owing  to  it,  and  admits  it  may  be  less,  how-  is  it  that  it  demands  with 
such  persistency,  and  in  cash  paid  down,  the  exorbitant  sums  in  the  first  place 
fixed  upon,  and  makes  of  that  a  cause  of  war  ?  Is  there  justice,  is  there  equity 
in  such  conduct  ? 

M.  Billault  employs  himself  in  continuation  with  the  Jecker  business.  He 
carefully  avoids  saying  that  it  is  unknown  to  him,  and  mentions  its  terms  in  a 
manner  which  is  very  tar  from  vindicating  that  affair  from  the  accusations  made 
against  it  by  impartial  men  of  all  parties,  and  even  by  the  enemies  of  Mexico. 

"At  the  close  of  1859  and  beginning  of  1860,"  he  says,  "  Miramon  was  still 
acknowledged  by  all  the  powers  as  *  president  of  Mexico,  because  he  was  not 
deplaced  by  Juarez  until  towards  the  end  of  1860.  Hb  wanted  money  as  well 
as  Juarez,  and  both  bargained  for  advances  as  they  could.     Miramon  succeeded 
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in  obtaining  a  loan,  and  ending  by  completing  it  with  a  house  then  of  import- 
ance, the  house  of  Jecker,  obtaining  for  himself  a  sum  which  was  to  be  paid 
over  to  him,  on  the  amount  of  which  there  is  some  question,  assertions  varying 
between  $750,000  and  S3,000,000.     He  delivered  to  the  house  of  Jecker,  for 
the  value  of  $15,000,000,  uotes  payable  for  the  values  on  their  faxje  at  the  cus- 
tom-houses in  the  proportion  of  a  fifth  of  the  exhibits.     Mr.  Jecker  was  also  to 
pay  the  bearer  interest  at  three  per  centum."  •  *  *  # 

"  Upon  the  issue  of  these  bonds  the  French  merchants  and  others  who  had 
frequently  to  pay  duties  at  the  custom-houses,  and  to  whom  the  purchase  of 
these  bonds  at  less  than  par  afforded  a  diminution  of  duties,  by  paying  one- 
fifth   at  the  nominal  value  of  the  notes,  hastened  to  take  them.     Our  country- 
men, therefore,  who  have  taken  these  notes  have  in  this  transaction  a  legitimate 
interest."  •  •  •••••• 

The  circumstance  that  Don  Miguel  Miramon  was  recognbied  by  some  of 
the  European  powers  when  he  effected  the  Jecker  business  offers  itself  as  the 
cause  of  the  legality  of  that  transaction,  and  this  gives  us  the  key  to  the  reason 
why  the  French  government  takes  such  particular  interest  in  the  recognition 
as  a  government  the  reaction  which  got  up  in  Mexico  in  1857  against  the  con- 
stitution of  the  country,  and  which  ruled  only  over  a  few  small  inland  towns,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  denounces  with  the  greatest  severity  the  outrages  com- 
mitted by  the  revolters  whom  it  aided,  although  always  managing  to  cause  the 
responsibility  for  those  outrages  to  fall  on  the  government  then  existing,  as 
I  noticed  in  speaking  of  the  treasure  forcibly  taken  by  Don  Miguel  Miramon 
mnd  Don  Leonardo  Marquez  from  the  house  of  the  English  legation. 

The  legitimacy  of  a  government  does  not  depend  upon  its  recognition  or  non- 
recognition  by  foreign  powers.  The  delegation  of  national  sovereignty  of  which 
a  legitimate  government  is  the  depository,  is  an  act  proper  exclusively  to  the 
country  in  which  it  takes  place.  The  reaction  never  attained  the  government 
of  the  Mexican  republic,  either  in  law  or  fact,  because  an  immense  majority 
of  the  people  repudiated  it,  took  up  arms  to  fight  against  it,  drove  it  from  its 
defensive  positions,  and  recognized  and  sustained  the  constitutional  government 
as  the  only  goveniment  of  the  country.  The  recognition  which  France,  Eng- 
land, and  Spain  made  of  the  armed  reaction  was  interested  in  aiding  it  in  order 
to  subjugate  the  country,  because  they  believed  it  to  be  the  representative  and 
supporter  of  the  ideas  of  government  predominant  in  Europe,  at  the  same  time 
that  they  considered  the  constitutional  government  as  the  partisan  of  ideas  which 
prevail  on  the  American  continents.  With  such  recognition  they  succeeded  in 
prolonging  for  three  years  one  of  the  most  sanguinary  civil  wars  which  has  been 
had  in  Mexico,  and  when,  despite  their  efforts,  their  proteges  were  subdued,  more 
by  the  force  of  public  opinion  which  repelled  them  than  by  force  of  arms,  those 
nations  sent  a  combined  expedition  which  had  for  its  purpose,  at  least  on  the 
part  of  France,  to  replace  the  reaction  in  power.  Despite  so  powerful  an  aux- 
iliary, this  end  has  not  yet  been  gained. 

Besides,  what  honest  merchant  would  buy  bonds  issued  by  a  knot  of  men 
who  had  usurped  authority  in  a  few  cities,  all  of  whom  knew  that  they  must  be 
rooted  out  sooner  or  later;  bonds  which  the  lawful  government  of  the  country 
hastened  to  denounce  as  fraudulent  as  soon  almost  as  they  were  issued ;  bonds 
which  were  to  be  placed  in  amortization  in  the  maritime  custom-houses,  when 
none  of  them  were  in  the  hands  of  the  parties  who  issued  such  bonds,  nor  was 
there  any  probability  that  they  ever  would  be? 

It  seems  tit  to  remark  here,  for  the  better  understanding  of  this  scandalous 
business,  what  sum  Jecker  delivered  to  Miramon  in  exchange  for  the  $15,000,000 
of  bonds,  as  appears  from  the  liquidation  stated  at  the  general  treasury  of 
Mexico : 
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^  I  • 

1 8618,927  83 

i  bonds,  at  three  and  five  per  cent 342,000  00 

fraudulent  bonds 30,000  00 

In  Jecker's  bonds,  on  his  own  contract  .'. 24,750  00 

In  customs  orders 100,000  00 

In  equipment  for  the  army 368,000  00 

In  sundry  debts  and  payments 6,750  56 

Total 1.490,428  39 


It  should  be  noticed  that  if  iu  this  liquidation  values  are  reckoned  which  are 
not  money  at  the  value  they  had  in  market,  the  disburgement  would  not,  in  fact, 
amount  to  one  million  of  dollars. 

This  transaction  had  three  distinct  shapes.  I  inclose,  among  the  annexed 
documents,  an  account  which  presents  their  different  modifications,  and  which 
has  been  framed  in  view  of  circumstances  existing  in  the  treasury  general  of 
Mexico.  From  this  it  appears  that  in  one  transaction,  in  which  $19,267,147  were 
turned  over,  Jecker's  house  obtained  an  advantage  of  $17,993,877.  Is  not  this 
more  than  enough  to  stamp  the  contract  as  imprudent,  and,  at  the  same  time,  as 
one  of  the  catcgoiy  of  those  which  ought  not  to  be  supported  by  France,  accord- 
ing to  the  language  of  M.  Thouvenel? 

In  the  first  shape  which  the  business  took,  **  it  was  no  more,"  according  to 
Mr.  Payno's  language  in  the  analysis  he  gives  of  it  in  his  cited  work,  "than  a 
banking  operation  by  means  of  which  the  reactionaiy  government  emitted  paper 
to  the  value  of  fifteen  millions  at  six  per  cent,  interest  annually,  and  fundable 
in  eight  or  ten  years,  and  sold  it  in  market  at  twenty -five  per  cent.,  or,  what  is 
the  same  thing,  took  $3,750,000,  with  interest  at  32^  and  33  per  eent.,  annually." 

In  the  mutations  which  this  matter  afterwards  took,  it  became  still  more  bur- 
densome on  Mexico. 

As,  on  making  the  contract,  Don  Miguel  Miramon  had  not  the  control  of  the 
maritime  custom-houses  of  Mexico,  nor  ever  expected  to  have  them,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  pledging  their  revenue  beyond  what  they  were  already  bound  for, 
and  would  have  alienated  their  whole  proceeds,  notwithstanding  the  responsi- 
bilities which  they  carried,  if  he  could  have  found  merchants  with  whom  to 
make  contracts  in  the  Jecker  style.  I  have  already  said  that  of  the  income 
from  the  customs  there  remained  only  to  the  Mexican  government  the  8  per 
cent,  on  French  vessels,  and  the  25  per  cent,  on  the  vessels  of  other  nations. 
If,  then,  20  per  cent,  in  Jecker  bonds  could  be  admitted,  there  would  be  a 
falling  off  on  French  ships  of  12  per  cent.,  and  there  would  only  remain  for  the 
Mexican  government  5  per  cent,  on  those  of  other  nations. 

In  the  discussion  on  this  matter  an  incident  happened  so  grave  that  it  does 
not  deserve  to  be  passed  unnoticed.  M.  Billault  said  "that  a  negotiation  was 
set  on  foot  with  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  before  the  rupture,  and  that 
two  despatches  from  that  minister  thoroughly  admitted  the  principle  of  the 
claim."  M.  Favre  called  for  their  reading.  M.  Billault,  who  had  read  so  copi- 
ously documents  of  much  less  importance,  said :  "It  seems  that  my  honorable 
opponent  gives  no  faith  to  what  1  affirm.  I  limit  myself  to  affirming  that  the 
minister  of  Juarez  acknowledged  the  principle  of  indebtedness,  and  says  justice 
shall  be  done  to  it,  nothing  being  needed  but  to  examine  as  to  the  greater  or  less 
amount  of  the  sum  due." 

It  certainly  is  not  enough  that  M.  Billault  affirms  a  thing  to  have  it  believed. 
His  speech  abounds  in  so  many  falsehoods  that  his  isolated  testimony  scarcely 
merits  credit.  In  matters  open  to  discussion  by  the  whole  world,  it  is  obligatory 
to  present  original  documents,  principally  when  they  have  been  asked  for,  and 
where,  upon  points  of  minor  consequence,  documents  have  been  cited  textually 
and  profusely.     The  Mexican  government  has  been  disposed  to  pay  Mr.  Jecker 
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the  sum  which  he  really  paid  out  with  lawful  interest,  and  this  M.  Saligny  was 
given  to  understand;  but  from  that  position  to  a  recognition  of  the  principle  of 
the  claim  there  is  the  widest  diflPerence.  It  does  not  consider,  nor  has  consid- 
ered, Jecker*s  contract  to  be  valid.  It  believes  it,  and  with  too  much  reason, 
null,  for  various  causes.  It  refuses,  therefore,  that  it  should  be  executed  as  if  it 
were  valid,  but  is  disposed  to  pay  to  the  person  who  made  it  the  sum  he  dis- 
bursed. M.  Billault  himself  subsequently  changed  the  signification  of  what  he 
had  been  asserting  by  saying  that  the  government  of  Mexico  "  had  promised  to 
do  justice,  nothing  being  needed  but  to  examine  as  to  the  greater  or  less  amount 
of  the  sum  due." 

In  turn  came  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  which  M.  Billault  gives  us  to 
understand  were  the  work  exclusively  of  General  Prim,  and  also  assures  us  that 
they  were  officially  disapproved  by  the  Spanish  government;  neither  of  these 
two  assertions  is  correct. 

From  what  I  have  already  said,  the  imperative  necessity  which  the  allied 
commissioners  were  under  to  conclude  those  preliminaries  is  apparent,  that  they 
were  no  more  than  a  natuiul  consequence  growing  out  of  the  collective  note,  as 
that  was  of  the  mistakes  of  the  allied  governments,  and  the  consequent  bad 
position  in  which  they  left  their  commissioners  in  Mexico.  The  government  of 
Mexico,  determined  to  exhaust  to  the  last  extreme  the  means  of  conciliation, 
was  disposed  to  permit  the  allied  forces  to  pass  into  the  interior,  but  on  two  con- 
ditions, absolutely  necessary :  First.  That  they  should  explicitly  recognize  it,  as 
they  already  had  in  fact  recognized  it,  as  the  government  de  facto,  with  all 
^e  conditions  of  stability,  and  should  declare  that  they  had  no  intentions 
against  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  nation;  and,  the  second, 
that  they  should  solemnly  engage  to  fall  back  more  this  way  from  the 
fortified  jmsitions  of  the  Mexican  army,  in  case  war  should  become  unavoid- 
able after  the  commencement  of  negotiations.  The  allies  were  then  obliged 
to  submit  to  these  conditions,  which  signified  nothing  if  they  acted  in  good 
iiaith,  or  remained  on  the  coast,  or  advanced  hostilely  into  the  interior  with 
all  probabilities  of  a  good  result  against  them.  They  adopted  the  first  extreme, 
and  if  some  did  not  do  so  with  good  will,  they  were  compolled  to  do  so  by 
the  direst  necessity.  So  much  of  the  language  of  M.  Billault,  as  of  the  tenor 
of  the  paragraph  which,  by  order  of  the  Emperor,  was  published  in  the  "  Mon- 
iteur  Universel"  of  Paris,  the  2d  of  April  last,  announcing  that  the  prelimi- 
naries had  been  disproved  as  contrary  to  the  dignity  of  France,  leaves  us  to 
understand  that  such  preliminaries  were  the  exclusive  work  of  Greneral  Prim ;  as 
if  that  general  would  not  previously  have  consulted  the  opinions  of  his  col- 
leagues; but  as  he  had  concluded  such  conventions  by  himself  alone,  and,  after 
they  were  made,  the  other  commissioner*,  "  who  had  less  means  of  action  than 
Spain,*'  and  who  "represented  powers  less  aggrieved  by  Mexico,"  found  them- 
selves obliged  to  submit  to  what  was  done.  Nothing  is,  however,  more  far  from 
being  true  than  these  malicious  inculpations,  which,  if  there  be  not  the  boldness 
to  make  them  openly,  are  yet  put  forth  in  a  disguised  manner,  and  with  the 
object  that  they  may  result  by  inference. 

In  the  minute  of  the  ninth  conference,  held  by  the  allied  plenipotentiaries  at 
Vera  Cruz  on  the  14th  of  February,  1862,  (annex  3  to  No.  95  of  the  Spanish 
documents,)  it  appears  that  five  days  before  the  preliminaries  were  signed,  and 
even  before  it  was  known  whether  General  Doblado  accepted  or  not  the  invita- 
tion which  had  been  given  him  to  come  and  treat  with  General  Prim,  they  Were 
already  engaged  in  agreeing  upon  what  should  be  said  to  him.  In  such  minute 
may  be  read  as  follows :  "  In  case  General  Doblado  accedes  to  the  invitation 
given  in  the  collective  note  of  the  9th,  various  objections  are  foreseen,  and 
inquiries  which  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  might  bring  forward,  and  it  is 
agreed,  by  anticipation,  for  the  government  of  the  Count  de  Reus,  what  will  be 
proper  to  reply." 
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General  Prim,  in  a  despatch  of  the  20th  of  February,  (No.  95,)  said  to  the 
ftiinigter  of  state  of  her  Catholic  Majesty:  "In  consequence,  and  having  pre- 
viously placed  myself  in  concert  with  my  colleagues  respecting  the  concessions 
which  should  be  made  to  the  Mexicans,  and  with  full  power  to  speak  and  act  in 
the  name  of  the  commissioners  of  the  allied  powei*8, 1  went  yesterday  before  dawn, 
accompanied  by  part  of  my  general  staff  and  an  escort  of  fifty  horse."  •  •  • 
•*At  10  o'clock  we  reached  La  Soledad;  I  immediately  withdrew  with  General 
Doblado  to  an  isolated  dwelling,  and  after  a  long  conference  we  adjusted  some 
preliminary  stipulations,  which  I  already  knew  would  be  accepted  by  my  col- 
leagues." 

The  preliminaries  once  signed  at  La  Soledad,  General  Prim  returned  with- 
out delay  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  on  the  night  of  the  same  day  rejoined  his 
colleagues,  related  to  them  what  had  passed,  and  after  explaining  some  of  the 
stipulations  of  the  conventions,  said  to  them,  as  appears  by  the  minute  of  the 
12th  conference,  (No.  97,)  "I  am  going  to  read  the  preliminary  stipulatione 
agreed  on  with  General  Doblado  that  the  gentlemen  commissioners  may  remark 
upon  them  and  propose  the  amendments  they  may  think  proper." 

After  the  reading  M.  Saligny  was  the  first  to  speak,  and  in  place  of  speak- 
ing against  a  convention,  which  his  government  afterwards  characterized  as 
contrary  to  the  dignity  of  France,  in  place  of  making  any  remark  against  it,  he 
proposed  that  the  revocation  of  the  law  of  the  25th  January  should  be  required 
from  the  Mexican  government,  which  motion  was  disapproved  by  his  colleagues, 
as  I  have  already  said.  It  was  then  discussed  whether  the  allies  would  have  to 
salute  the  Mexican  flag  on  hoisting  it  at  Vera  Cruz,  in  couformity  with  article 
6th  of  the  preliminaries,  and  whether  it  would  be  proper  or  not  to  deliver  the 
custom-house  at  Vera  Cruz  to  the  Mexican  government.  After  these  discus- 
sions there  appears  on  the  minute  referred  to  of  the  12th  conference  wBat  follows : 

"All  the  commissioners  approve,  without  any  modifications,  the  six  articles 
comprised  in  the  project  of  bases  and  preliminaries  presented  by  the  Count  de 
Reus.  *  •  •  ♦  'p|jg  decision   upon  other  points  remainF 

pending  for  another  conference." 

The  very  incident  of  the  delivery  of  the  custom-house  at  Vera  Cruz  shows 
with  conclusive  evidence  that  General  Prim  had  not  conceded  to  the  Mexican 
government  in  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad  more  than  his  colleagues  had 
expressly  authorized  him  to  concede.  In  the  minute  of  the  said  twelfth  con- 
ference may  be  read  what  follows : 

"After  having  agreed  upon  these  points  (those  comprehended  in  the  pre- 
liminaries) Mr.  Doblado  made  some  demonstration  in  favor  of  returning  the 
custom-house  at  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexican  administration,  but  this  request  not 
having  been  forseen,  and  despite  the* fact  that  in  our  hands  the  custom-house 
yields  nothing,  it  appeared  to  me  (General  Prim  is  speaking)  that  the  question 
was  too  grave  to  be  solved  by  myself,  without  first  submitting  this  point  to  the 
consideration  of  my  colleagues." 

Is  it  possible  to  believe  that  if,  on  this  point,  which  was  altogether  of  acces- 
sory consequence.  General  Prim  considered  himself  not  authorized  to  determine 
alone  he  would  have  done  so  on  others  of  transcendent  and  capital  importance 
comprehended  in  the  preliminaries  ? 

Before  General  Doblado  and  Count  Reus  joined  each  other  at  I^a  Soledad 
both  parties  perfectly  understood  their  reciprocal  requii-ements.  The  allied 
officers  who  carried  the  collective  note  to  the  Mexican  government  also  carried 
instructions  to  ask  for  a  more  healthful  residence  for  the  allied  forces.  In  com- 
pliance with  their  duty,  they  made  such  application  when  they  were  at  Mexico, 
and  the  government  of  the  republic  gave  them  to  understand  very  plainly  the 
only  terms  upon  which  it  would  consent  that  the  allied  force  should  move  into 
the  interior  of  the  country.  Those  terms  were  of  course  made  known  to  the 
commissioners  by  their  respective  officers  on  their  return   to  Vera  Cruz,  and 
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when  said  commissioners  asked  an  interview  with  General  Doblado  to  make  an 
arrangement  they  were  already  prepared  to  accede  to  them.  Therefore,  General 
Prim  said  to  his  government  that  he  already  knew  that  the  preliminaries  he 
had  signed  would  be  approved  by  his  colleagues.  It  is,  therefore,  truly  an 
absurdity  to  suppose  that  the  preliminaries  took  the  allied  commissioner  by 
surprise,  and  that  they  were  obliged  to  accept  them  only  by  the  preponderant 
influence  which  was  given  to  General  Prim  at  the  conference — the  preponder- 
ance of  his  contingent. 

M.  Billault,  descending  to  the  examination  of  the  stipulations  of  the  said 
preliminaries,  Quotes  article  first,  in  which  the  government  of  Mexico  is  explicitly 
recognized,  and  says  that  the  combined  expedition  had  been  organized  against 
the  government  of  Juarez,  that  it  had  set  out  with  the  expectation  that  such  a 
blow  would  conduce  to  the  creation,  of  sound  and  regular  government,  and  that 
the  first  act  of  General  Prim  was  to  recognize  that  government  without  stability 
and  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  it. 

Let  us  see  how  General  Prim  explains  to  his  government  the  stipulation  of 
article  first  in  his  despatch  cited  of  February  20,  (No.  95.)  "  As  the  real  object 
of  the  three  allied  nations,  apart  from  reparation  due  for  wrongs  suffered  and 
indemnity  for  losses  caused,  is  to  contribute  to  the  organization  of  this  country 
apon  a  stable  and  enduring  footing,  so  far  that  the  existing  government  may 
believe  itself  to  have  elements  enough  to  pacify  and  consolidate  the  administra- 
tion, and  that  it  declare  itself  animated  by  earnest  desires  to  satisfy  the  foreign 
claims,  I  believed,  and  with  myself  my  colleagues  believed,  that  there  was  no 
reason  to  drive  out  this  government,  by  giving  moral  or  material  aid  to  the 
adverse  party.  Such  conduct  would,  besides,  be  unjust  and  impolitic,  for  it  is 
evident  to  us  who  see  things  near  at  hand  that  the  reactionary  party  is,  as  it 
were,  annihilated,  so  far  that  in  about  two  months  that  we  have  been  in  this 
country  we  have  not  observed  any  display  of  the  existence  of  such  a  party.  It 
\6  true  that  Marquez,  at  the  head  of  some  hundred  of  men,  continues  to  disavow 
the  authority  of  President  Juarez,  but  his  position  is  not  that  of  an  attacking 
enemy,  but  of  a  proscribed  man,  who  hides  himself  in  the  mountains,  and  it  is 
very  probable  that  very  soon  he  will  have  to  submit  himself  or  to  abandon  the 
country.  Besides,  and  although  the  French  commissioners  had  great  hopes 
that  it  would  be  easy  to  establish  a  monarchy  here,  because  they  believed  the 
monarchic  elements  to  be  strong  in  Mexico,  they  are  now  being  undeceived,  and 
acknowledging  their  mistake ;  nor  can  it  be  otherwise,  because  from  our  own 
objservation,  and  from  intelligence  communicated  to  us  by  persons  very  well 
informed  about  the  country,  we  cannot  doubt  that  the  number  of  partizans  of 
the  monarchical  system  is  insignificant,  and  that  they  are  not  men  endowed 
with  that  energy  and  decision  which  at  times  give  the  triumph  to  minorities." 

M.  Billault  continues,  saying  that  "article  second  provided  that  negotiations 
should  be  opened  at  Orizaba  until  the  15th  April,  when  it  was  only  the  19th 
February,  and  that  in  article  four  the  French  troops  were  allowed  to  csiablish 
themselves  in  a  healthier  place,  on  the  central  table  land  of  Mexico,  but  on  con- 
dition that  if,  two  months  afterwards,  whether  the  15th  April  or  later,  negotia- 
tions turned  out  abortive,  they  would  have  to  return  to  the  hot  region — the 
infected  region,  in  which  yellow  fever  breaks  out  in  the  month  of  April." 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  true  that  article  two  could  fix  the  15th  April  for 
opening  negotiations.  General  Prim,  who  knew  as  well  as  his  colleagues  that 
whilst  the  allied  commissioners  should  be  without  receipt  of  the  decisions  of 
their  governments  respecting  the  difficulties  which  had  arisen  by  reason  of  the 
French  claims,  they  could  not  present  to  the  Mexican  government  their  respec- 
tiTe  claims,  abstained  from  designating  any  date  in  the  preliminaries  for  the 
opening  of  negotiations.  All  the  commissioners  agreed  afterwards,  at  the  four- 
teenth conference  which  they  had  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  26th  February,  (annexed 
Noa.  4  to  97  of  Spanish  documents,)  in  fixing  on  the  15th  April,  and  M.  de  Sa- 
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ligny,  who  seems  to  have  the  special  confidence  of  the  Emperor,  was  the  person 
who  most  insisted  on  this  distant  date,  as  appears  from  the  protocol  of  the  con- 
ference which  the  allied  commissioners  had  at  Orizaba  the  9th  April,  in  which 
may  be  read  as  follows : 
.  "The  Count  de  Reus  cites  all  the  arguments,  perhaps  very  slightly  founded, 
that  he  could  employ  to  induce  the  Mexican  government  to  accept  a  date  so  far 
off.  M.  de  Saligny  takes  up  the  discussion  to  say  that  it  was  he  who  perse- 
veringly  sought  this  delay,  at  the  beginning  of  the  conferences,  in  order  to  have 
time  enough  to  receive  the  instructions  which  he  was  awaiting  from  his  govern- 
ment.*' 

Here,  then,  is  another  case  in  which  the  French  government  tries  to  inculpate 
the  Mexican  government  for  acts  for  which  her  own  agents  are  alone  responsible. 

Besides,  what  is  the  use  of  speaking  about  the  clause  which  bound  the  allied 
forces  to  withdraw  beyond  the  fortified  positions  of  the  Mexican  army,  and 
regard  it  as  oppressive  for  the  French  army,  when  that  clause  was  impudently 
violated  by  General  Lorencez,  notwithstanding  that  for  its  observance  the 
public  faith  of  France  was  pledged  ? 

M.  Billault,  speaking  of  article  fifth  of  the  preliminaries,  says,  "  it  provided 
that  the  flag  of  Juarez  should  be  hoisted  anew  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  on  San  Juan 
de  Ulloa,  and  should  wave  by  the  side  of  the  glorious  banners  of  France,  of 
England,  and  of  Spain,"  and  soon  afterwards  sums  up  by  enumerating  the  mo- 
tives why  the  imperial  government  disapproved  the  convention : 

"  It  permitted  by  the  side  of  our  flag  another  flag  which  never  ought  to  be 
shown  near  that."  This  reason  was  listened  to  with  approval  by  the  auditory 
of  M.  Billault. 

The  flag  which  the  French  government  so  formally  declares  ought  nevw  to 
be  shown  by  the  side  of  the  French  flag,  and  which  M.  Billault  calls  the  flag 
of  Juarez,  is  the  Mexican  flag.  President  Juarez  has  not,  nor  has  had,  nor  can 
have,  a  flag  of  his  own.  As  head  of  the  nation,  which  he  is  at  present  through 
the  popular  choice,  it  has  accidentally  belonged  to  him  to  hoist  the  national 
standard,  the  Mexican  flag.  When,  therefore,  the  French  government  declares, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  legislative  corps,  that  such  flag  cannot  be  upon  a 
footing  of  equality  with  that  of  France,  it  offers  a  gratuitous  injury  to  the 
Mexican  nation,  of  whose  honor  and  sovereignty  the  Mexican  flag  is  the  em- 
blem, and  discloses  very  plainly  that  it  does  not  consider  Mexico  as  an  inde- 
pendent power,  as  a  member  of  the  family  of  nations,  with  equal  rights  and 
equal  duties  as  the  others,  and  equal,  for  that  reason,  with  them.  After  this  ill- 
suppressed  manifestation  by  the  French  government,  what  faith  can  be  given  to 
the  hypocritical  declarations  of  their  agents,  that  France  intends  nothing  con- 
trary to  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  Mexico,  and  only  desires  that  the 
Mexican  people  should  freely  establish  a  government  which  may  afford  sufficient 
guaranties  of  the  independence  and  integrity  of  the  territory  of  the  nation  ? 

When  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad  were  received  in  Europe,  the  British 
government  approved  them  without  hesitation  and  without  restrictions.  Lord 
Russell  wrote  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  in  a  despatch  of  April  1,  1862,  (No.  86  of 
the  second  part  of  the  British  correspondence,)  as  fellows : 

"Her  Majesty's  government  entirely  approves  the  convention  signed  by  Count 
Reus  and  General  Doblado,  at  La  Soledad,  on  the  19th  February."  ♦  •  • 
"  Her  Majesty's  government  are  glad  to  perceive  that  all  the  allied  commis- 
sioners agreed  to  ratify  the  convention." 

**  This  convention  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  dispel  the  fears  entertained  that  our 
allies  intended  to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico,  and  which,  it  must 
be  admitted,  was  too  much  countenanced  by  the  imprudent  language  held  re- 
garding *  the  regeneration  of  Mexico.*  " 

"  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  error  will  not  be  repeated."     •♦••♦• 
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The  Spanish  goyernment,  which  found  itself  between  two  extremes — that  of 
Great  Britain,  which  had  approved  the  preliminaries  without  reserve,  and  that 
of  France,  which  disapproved  them  in  severe  terms— endeavoring  to  reconcile 
her  allies,  used  a  cautious  language,  which  afterwards  served  as  a  pretext  for 
M.  Billault  to  adsert  that  those  preliminaries  were  disapproved  by  the  cabinet  of 
Madrid.  In  the  dispatch  which  Mr.  Calderon  Collantes  addressed  to  General 
Prim  on  the  22d  March,  1862,  (No.  96  of  the  Spanish  documents,)  in  which  he 
showed  that  he  was  little  satisfied  with  various  articles  of  the  convention,  and 
said  they  should  have  been  omitted  or  drawn  in  another  shape,  closed  by  instruct- 
mg  him  "that  he  should  proceed  with  the  greatest  promptitude  and  energy,  and 
in  concert  with  the  plenipotentiaries  and  commanders  of  the  forces  of  the  other 
two  nations,  in  case  the  conferences  at  Orizaba  had  not  reached  a  completely 
satisfactory  result."  The  very  terms  in  which  the  Spanish  government  ex- 
presses censure  of  the  articles  which  did  not  appear  to  it  to  be  satisfactory,  mani- 
fest that  it  approved  the  convention.  .  In  speaking  of  article  fourth,  M.  Calderon 
Collantes  says  to  General  Prim  : 

**  The  fourth  clause  has  called  forth  the  most  lively  disapprobation  of  the 
imperial  cabinet ;  and  her  Majesty's  government  would  not  approve  it  if  the  rea- 
sons which  your  excellency  had  for  sustaining  it  had  not  weighed  upon  their 
judgment." 

The  Spanish  government,  questioned  in  the  cortes,  on  the  9th  April,  as  to 
the  policy  it  would  pursue  in  Mexico,  the  minister  of  state,  in  reply  to  the 
observations  and  inquiries  of  the  deputy,  Mr.  Castro,  said,  very  distinctly,  (No. 
94  of  the  second  part  of  the  British  correspondence,)  that  the  preliminaries  of 
La  Soledad  and  the  conduct  of  Genei'al  Prim  had  been  approved  by  the  govern- 
ment of  her  Catholic  Majesty.  On  the  18th  of  the  same  April,  M.  Calderon 
GoUantes  said  to  the  charge  d'affaires  of  Spain  at  Paris,  (No.  102  of  the  Spanish 
documents,)  in  reference  to  his  declaration  in  the  cortes : 

"  I  therefore  stated  that  the  preliminaries  had  been  approved,  but  I  reserved 
the  terms  of  the  approval,  which,  I  said,  are  shown  in  the  documents  that  in  due 
time  would  be  presented  to  the  cortes.  The  object  of  the  preliminaries  them- 
selves had  been  to  attain  a  pacific  solution,  and  in  this  sense  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment had  no  objection  to  make  to  them." 

M.  Billault,  notwithstanding  all  this,  thinks  he  sees  in  the  despatch  of  M. 
Calderon  Collantes  of  the  22d  March,  (No.  96,)  and  the  various  portions  which 
he  cites  from  despatches  from  M.  Barrot  to  M.  Thouvenel,  the  disapproval  of 
said  preliminaries  by  the  government  at  Madrid ;  but  his  reasons  must  be  of 
little  solidity,  for  when  a  member  of  the  legislative  body  asked  him  to  read  the 
despatch  referred  to,  he  answered  by  saying  (page  967,  col.  2d,)  that  "his 
explanations  were  necessarily  so  long  that  he  asked  permission  to  shorten 
them  as  much  as  possible,"  and  he  did  not  read  it,  notwithstanding  he  read^ 
profusely,  documents  less  important.  « 

The  French  government,  in  turn,  disapproved  the  preliminaries,  as  I  have 
already  said,  because  "  they  appeared  to  the  Emperor  to  be  contrary  to  the 
dignity  of  France."  It  could  not  but  cause  great  wonder  that  the  dignity  of 
France  should  be  wounded  by  a  preliminary  convention  which  did  not  wound 
the  dignity  of  the  other  two  nations,  his  allies,  who  have  more  claims  and  more 
reasons  for  complauit  against  Mexico  than  France  has,  and  one  of  which  ap- 
proves, with  pleasure  and  without  restrictions,  this  convention,  and  to  the  other,  if 
it  do  not  seem  satisfactory,  finds,  also,  nothing  contrary  to  its  dignity,  of  which  it 
li  proverbially  jealous.  It  is  also  very  strange  that  to  the  Emperor  that  should 
aeem  contrary  to  the  dignity  of  France  which,  to  the  representatives  of  France 
*t  the  place  of  the  occiurences,  seemed  to  be  in  conformity  with  the  dignity  and 
interests  of  their  country. 

The  wonder  increases  in  degree,  on  examining  which  are  the  articles  of  the 
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preliminaries  that  were  principally  disapproved  by  the  imperial  government 
By  the  despatch  cited  from  M.  Calderon  CoUantes  to  General  Prim,  of  the  22d 
March,  (No.  96,)  it  seems  they  are  three :  Article  4th,  which  imposes  on  the  al- 
lies the  obligation  to  withdraw  beyond  the  fortified  positions  of  the  Mexican 
army,  in  case  of  a  rupture  of  the  negotiations ;  Article  5th,  which  provides  that 
in  case  of  rupture  the  hospitals  of  the  allies  should  remain  under  safeguard  of 
the  Mexican  nation  ;  and  the  6th,  which  made  provision  that  the  Mexican  flag 
should  be  hoisted  at  Vera  Cruz  and  at  Ulloa.  M.  Oalderon  Collantes  says,  speak- 
ing of  the  last  article : 

"  Thus  it  is  that  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  has  thought 
it  so  grave  a  matter  that,  joining  it  with  the  other  two,  (4th  and  5th..)  it  has  dic- 
tated the  resolution  to  supersede,  in  command  of  the  forces,  Admiral  Jurien 
de  la  Graviere." 

This  is  a  fresh  proof  that  the  Emperor  holds,  not  the  existing  government  of 
Mexico,  but  the  Mexican  nation,  the  representative  of  which  is  the  Mexican  flag, 
in  very  little  respect.  What  has  Mexico  to  hope  from  a  monarch  who  con- 
siders it  contrary  to  the  dignity  of  his  country  that  the  Mexican  flag,  emblem 
of  Mexican  nationality,  should  wave  by  the  side  of  the  French  flag  on  Mexican 
soil,  where  the  French  forces  were  found,  without  having  made  war,  while 
they  were  giving  assurance  that  their  mission  was  friendly,  and  they  were  nego- 
tiating to  affirm  more  substantially  this  same  friendship  ?  If  the  Emperor  mani- 
fests so  little  consideration  for  the  symbol  of  Mexican  sovereignty  when  he  is  try- 
ing to  draw  the  Mexicans  into  his  nets,  what  will  he  do  after  he  has  succeeded,  if 
fortune  should  favor  the  cause  of  his  arms  ?  Would  it  perchance  be  possible  that 
there  would  remain  some  trace  of  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  Mexico  t 

As  to  what  relates  to  article  fourth,  the  French  government  believed,  or 
seemed  to  believe,  that  it  was  humiliating  to  its  soldiers  to  lay  upon  them  the 
obligation  to  do  a  thing  which  their  honor  even  required,  without  need  for 
written  promises  If  the  susceptibility  of  the  Emperor  reached  to  that  extreme, 
how  is  it  that  his  Majeaty  forgot  the  dignity  of  France  in  sanctioning  that  his 
forces  in  Mexico  should  be  recreant  not  only  to  what  their  honor  required,  but . 
also  to  what  they  were  solemnly  bound,  and  to  which  the  good  faith  of  their 
country  was  pledged  ? 

The  safety  of  the  French  sick,  left  under  the  safeguard  of  the  Mexican  nation, 
was  complete,  and  the  conduct  of  the  government  oi  the  republic  in  this  respect, 
and  the  one  it  has  observed  towards  the  French  wounded  and  prisoners,  hafl 
been  officially  eulogized  by  the  very  agents  France  maintains  in  Mexico. 

The  sternness  with  which  France  disapproved  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad 
was  such  that  it  rises  to  an  understanding  that  she  did  not  consider  herself 
bound  by  them,  and  the  British  government,  desirous  to  asi^ertain  this,  wrote  to 
Lord  Cowley,  April  21,  (No.  98  of  the  2d  part  of  the  British  correspondence:) 
**Her  Majesty's  government  have  never  yet  heard  from  the  government  of  the 
Emperor  whether  the  convention  of  La  Soledad  is  considered  by  France  to  be 
binding,  or  whether  it  is  to  be  disavowed."  Lord  Cowley  made  this  inquiry  of 
M.  Thouvenel,  and  communicated  the  answer  to  Lord  Russell,  in  a  despatch  of 
April  25,  (No.  99,)  in  these  terms:  "His  excellency  replied  that  although  the 
imperial  government  disapproved  the  convention  in  question  they  could  not  dis- 
pute il«  validity." 

This  declaration  was  in  conformity  with  that  which,  on  the  22d  of  April,  Mr. 
Thouvenel  had  made  to  Mr.  Dayton,  as  appears  by  Mr.  Dayton's  depatch  to 
your  department  (No.  142)  of  the  date  cited,  and  of  which  you  had  the  kind- 
ness to  send  me  a  copy  with  your  note  of  12th  March  last. 

Notwithstanding  these  assurances,  the  orders  sent  beforehand  by  the  French 

government  to  its  agents  in  Mexico,  and  those  which  it  forwarded  subsequently 

to  the  receipt  of  the  preliminaries,  were  of  such  character  that,  as  soon  as  they 

*eceived  they  did  not  hesitate  to  violate  the  convention  whose  validity  the 
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mperial  government  had  so  expressly  acknowledged,  and  M.  Billault,  in  part 
»f  his  speech  which  will  occupy  my  attention  hereafter,  said,  (page  967,  col.  6 :) 
'  We  have  broken  the  convention  of  La  Soledad  because  deplorable  in  its  stip- 
datious,  and  not  such  as  could  be  ratified  by  the  government  of  the  Emperor, 
t  was  contrary  to  all  the  preliminary  intentions  of  the  expedition,  and  to  the 
nstmctions  given." 

It  certainly  is  not  possible  that  the  imperial  government  could  acknowledge 
in  a  manner  more  clear  and  explicit  that  it  broke  the  convention  referred  to  with 
leliberate  intention,  from  motives  altogether  insufficient,  and  despite  assurances 
made  to  the  contrary  by  M.  Thouvenel.  If  it  was  thought  that  the  conven- 
tions of  La  Soledad  were  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  the  expedition  and  the 
instructions  given  to  the  agents,  and  considered  them  null,  the  dignified  and 
decorous  mode  would  have  been  to  notify  such  agents  that  they  must  re-estab- 
lish things  in  the  state  in  which  they  were  before  signing  the  preliminaries,  and 
should  fall  back  from  a  place  which  they  could  not  have  reached  except  in  virtue 
of  them ;  but,  leaving  aside  all  sentiment  of  delicacy  and  national  honor,  they 
availed  themselves  of  them  in  every  way  they  could  be  of  use,  and  violated 
them  in  every  respect  that  would  benefit  Mexico. 

Before  speaking  of  the  manner  in  which  the  commissioners  of  France  violated 
such  preliminaries,  and  of  the  puerile  pretexts  of  which  they  availed  themselves 
for  this  purpose,  I  think  it  proper  to  enter  into  some  considerations  upon  the 
facts  already  narrated,  which  are  derived  from  official  documents  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  Mexico  published  to  the  present  time  by  the  governments  of  Spain  and 
of  Great  Britain,  and  which  complete  the  clear  exposure  of  the  bad  faith  and 
malign  astuteness  of  the  imperial  government. 

It  haa  already  been  seen  that  before  the  treaty  of  London  was  signed  France 
manifested  a  secondary  interest  in  the  expedition  against  Mexico  ;  that  she  pur- 
posed to  make  Spain  and  England  believe  that  she  agreed  entirely  in  the  views 
of  both  powers,  the  fact  being  that  they  were  contradictory;  and  that  she  even 
gave  the  first  power  to  understand  that  she  would  have  the  political  and  military 
direction  of  the  undertaking.  All  this  the  imperial  government  did  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reconciling  the  opposing  views  of  both  powers,  and  inducing  them  to 
sign  the  treaty  of  alliance  on  the  terms  which  had  been  proposed.  This  point 
once  attained,  she  suddenly  changed  her  tone  and  conduct.  The  command  of 
the  allied  expedition,  which  had  been  explicitly  offered  to  General  Prim,  as  the 
officer  o£  highest  rank  in  the  allied  army,  was  suddenly  withdrawn  from  him, 
for  the  reasons  or  pretexts  which  the  following  telegraphic  despatch  expresses, 
addressed  by  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  Paris  to  the  government  of  Madrid,  9th 
November,  1861,  (No.  13  of  the  Spanish  documents:) 

"Vice- Admiral  La  Graviere  having  shown  some  reluctance  to  place  himself 
under  the  orders  of  a  foreign  general,  the  Emperor  proposes  that  the  relations 
between  the  different  generals  be  regulated  as  in  the  Crimea." 

On  the  5th  of  the  same  month  of  November,  M.  Mon  said  to  M.  Calderon 
Collantes,  (No.  8:) 

"  The  troops  for  landing,  which  France  is  about  sending  to  Mexico  will  be 
2,000  men." 

Hardly  had  four  days  passed  over  when  the  French  government  thought  it 
necessary  to  augment  her  force.  M.  Mon  told  M.  Calderon  Collantes,  in  the 
telegraphic  message  which  is  cited,  of  the  9th  November,  (No.  13 :) 

"  The  French  expedition  is  compoeed  of  2,500  men ;  among  them  are  500 
Zouaves.  The  Emperor  would  like  that  the  Spanish  force  should  not  be  below 
5,000  men,  and  perhaps  even  a  larger  number." 

On  the  18th  November  the  French  landing  force  already  amounted  to  3,000 
men,  and  the  French  contingent  to  8,000,  ns  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  Paris 
communicated  to  his  government  by  a  telegraphic  despatch  of  the  date  men- 
tioned, (No.  23,)  which  said  : 
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"  Besides  the  3,000  men  for  landing,  France  orders  5,000  armed  seamen,  who, 
in  case  of  need,  joined  with  the  others,  would  form  an  army  of  8,000  men." 
"These  forces  begin  to  call  attention.*' 

In  this  manner,  the  Emperor  already  had,  even  before  the  expedition  could 
sail,  3,000  more  men  than  he  desired  Spain  should  have. 

As  Spain  could  also  order  armed  seamen  and  always  have  a  larger  force  than 
France,  as  soon  as  the  Emperor  knew  that  6,000  troops  of  the  landing  force 
had  sailed  from  Havana,  he  ordered  that  the  French  landing  force  should  also 
be  6,000  men,  and  sent  another  3,000.  That  his  two  allies  might  not  be  opposed 
to  or  remark  upon  this  augmentation  of  force,  he  related  in  a  very  different  manner 
to  each,  the  reasons  which  had  decided  him  to  send  re-enforcements.  To  the 
English  government  he  said  what  Lord  Russell  communicated  to  Earl  Cowley, 
in  a  despatch  of  January  20,  1862,  (No.  116  of  the  first  part  of  the  British 
correspondence,)  in  this  shape: 

"  Count  de  Flahault  went  on  to  say  that  the  precipitate  step  taken  by  Gen- 
eral Serrano,  in  commencing  operations  without  waiting  for  the  forces  of  France 
and  England,  was  calculated  to  enhance  the  difficulties  of  the  expedition ;  that 
it  now  seemed  inevitable  that  the  allied  forces  must  advance  into  the  interior  of 
Mexico,  and  not  only  would  the  force  at  present  agreed  upon  be  insufficient  for 
such  an  operation,  but  the  operation  itself  would  assume  a  character  in  which 
the  Emperor  could  not  allow  the  French  force  to  be  in  a  position  of  inferi- 
ority to  that  of  Spain,  or  to  run  the  risk  of  being  compromised." 

To  the  government  of  Spain  France  said,  through  the  channel  of  M.  Barret, 
in  a  note  of  the  17th  of  the  same  month  of  January,  (No.  53  of  the  Spanish 
documents :) 

"  I  hasten  to  state  to  your  excellency  that  M.  Thouvenel  announces  to  me  by 
telegraphic  despatch,  which  I  have  just  received,  that  his  Majesty  the  Emperor, 
not  doubting  it  may  be  necessary  to  go  even  to  Mexico,  has  decided  that  the 
expeditionary  corps  of  France  be  increased  3,000  men." 

On  the  18th  January  M.  Thouvenel  sent  to  M.  Mon  a  more  explicit  note  on 
the  same  business,  (annex  1  to  No.  59,)  in  this  shape : 

"  I  hasten  to  announce  to  you  that  the  Emperor,  convinced  by  the  latest  news 
of  the  necessity  of  going  to  Mexico  itself  to  dictate  peace,  has  decided  that  our 
expeditionary  corps  be  increased  3,000  men,  which  will  approximate  to  your 
effective  force,  and  divide  more  equitably  the  expenses  and  the  trials  of  war,  in 
the  form  in  which  it  seems  it  should  be  regarded.  At  any  rate,  you  will  see  in 
this  measure  a  proof  of  our  willingness  to  carry  out,  in  good  faith,  the  enter- 
prise which  establishes  a  new  confraternity  between  our  two  armies." 

M.  Mon,  who  was  not  satisfied  with  the  reasons  for  the  language  used  in  the 
foregoing  communication,  went  immediately  to  see  M.  Thouvenel  to  ascertain 
what  was  the  significance  of  the  pompous  phrases  which  had  been  addressed  to 
him ;  and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  France  then  alleged  other  reasons, 
which  were  not  those  given  to  the  British  government,  nor  those  he  had  just 
given  to  the  Spanish.  M.  Mon  relates  them  to  M.  Calderon  Collantes  in  these 
terms  in  his  despatch  of  the  ISth  January,  (No.  59 :) 

"  I  then  went  to  confer  with  that  gentleman,  the  minister,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  what  motives  could  have  produced  the  determination  of  which  he 
spoke  to  me  in  his  letter,  and  he  replied  they  were  the  groundless  fears  in  the 
Emperor's  mind,  produced  by  the  communications  of  the  French  minister  in 
Mexico,  M.  de  Sahgny,  and  of  the  commander  of  the  French  squadron  which 
was  cruising  in  the  Mexican  waters.  M.  Saligny,  exaggerating,  in  my  opinion, 
the  exasperation  of  that  country  against  the  foreigners,  and  the  resistance  which 
the  Mexicans  were  preparing,  said,  in  his  communication  to  the  minister  of  for- 
eign affairs,  that  he,  from  that  time,  commended  his  family  to  the  Emperor  if  he 
should  perish  on  the  way  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico." 
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It  is  necesaary  to  say,  however,  out  of  regard  to  truth,  that  the  French  gov- 
ernment was,  on  this  occasion,  more  sincere  with  that  of  Great  Britain  than  with 
that  of  Spain. 

Although  the  imperial  government  affected  not  to  have  decided  until  the  17th 
January,  1862,  that  its  forces  should  march  into  the  interior,  and  even  then  gave 
out  that  such  resolution  did  not  emanate  from  it,  hut  would  be  the  consequence 
of  occurrences  from  the  11th  November,  1861,  and  just  at  the  time  of  the  rati- 
fication at  Paris  of  the  treaty  of  London  of  the  Slst  October,  it  had  taken  that 
determination,  and  in  the  instructions  which  M.  Thouvenel  gave  Admiral  Jurien, 
of  the  date  mentioned,  granted  him  special  power,  equivalent  to  an  express  man- 
date, to  march  to  the  capital  of  Mexico,  inasmuch  as  that  such  authority  was 
alrt»-ady  conceded  beforehand  by  the  treaty  itself.  In  this  way  the  imperial 
government,  even  before  the  expedition  left  the  shores  of  France,  violated  both 
the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  article  1  of  the  treaty  of  London,  which  had  provided 
that  the  allied  forces  should  occupy  the  forts  and  military  positions  on  the  sea- 
coast  of  Mexico,  and  authorized  their  commanders  to  undertake  such  further 
operations  as,  an  the  spot,  they  might  believe  more  convenient  for  attaining  the 
specific  objects  of  the  preamble  of  the  convention.  In  determining,  therefore, 
in  Paris,  and  not  on  the  spot,  that  the  forces  should  march  upon  the  capital,  there 
was  a  failure  to  do  what  was  a  solemn  stipulation. 

M.  Billault  admits  indirectly  that  the  French  troops  had  orders  to  march  on  the 
capital  when  he  says,  (p.  967,  col.  5,)  in  excusing  the  protection  granted  to  Al- 
monte by  the  Emperor  on  the  pretext  that  he  was  to  go  to  the  Mexican  territory, 
when  the  objects  of  the  expedition  were  arrived  at,  as  follows : 

"  In  France,  in  Spain,  and  in  England,  all  men  familiar  with  this  business 
were  convinced  that  the  expedition  to  Mexico  would  be  at  once  active ;  all  were 
convinced  that  in  the  month  of  February  the  position  would  be  settled,  and  the 
fla;r  of  the  allied  powers  would  wave  in  Mexico." 

The  French  government  has  a  very  peculiar  manner  of  discussing  these  ques- 
tion.'*. Thus  it  solemnly  engaged  that  the  commanders  of  the  allied  forces  should 
W  those  who  should  determine  on  the  spot  whether  or  no  they  should  advance  ; 
and  at  Paris  it  was  determined,  at  the  time  of  signing  the  treaty  which  con- 
tracted that  engagement,  that  they  should  march  on  the  capital ;  so,  also,  it  sol- 
emnly agreed  not  to  do  anything  in  prejudice  of  the  right  of  the  Mexican  people 
to  elect  and  freely  constitute  the  form  of  government,  at  the  very  time  that  it 
had  resolved  that  the  form  that  should  be  esUiblished  in  virtue  of  the  rebellion 
which  the  allies  had  roused  among  the  Mexicans  should  be  a  monarchy/. 

As  soon  as  Admiral  Jurien  received  the  news  that  his  government  had  in- 
creased the  French  contingent  by  3,000  men,  he  declared,  without  circumlocution, 
to  General  Prim,  that  thereafter  the  expedition  would  be  exclusively  French. 
In  a  letter  which  he  wrote  him  from  Tehuacan  on  the  20th  March,  1862,  (an- 
nex 1  to  No.  107  of  the  Spanish  documents,)  he  said  to  him ; 

"  In  my  opinion,  it  was  an  error  to  have  given  a  color  almost  exclusively 
Spanish  to  our  expedition.  •  ♦  ♦  •  I  do  not  doubt,  although  nothing  has 
been  said  to  me,  that  the  Emperor,  when  he  decided  on  sending  a  fresh  army 
here,  and  a  general  to  command  the  troops,  could  not  have  taken  into  account 
anything  else  than  to  disembarrass  the  action  of  France,  and  to  reserve  the  most 
perfect  freedom  to  his  decisions.  Certainly  I  shall  not  interpret  this  determina- 
tion as  a  proof  that  our  alliance  is  weakened ;  ♦  ♦  ♦  but  I  think  I  ought 
at  the  same  time  to  consider  the  importance  it  gives  to  my  command  as  a  warn- 
ing not  to  subordinate  my  political  views  to  those  of  any  other  plenipotentiary. 
*  •  In  consequence,  without  disavowing  our  allies,  without  in  any  way 
separating  our  cause  from  theirs,  I  insist  it  be  well  understood,  in  face  of  all,  that 
our  expedition  is  a  French  expedition,  and  is  not  subject  to  any  one's  control.*' 

When  the  fresh  re-enforcements  reached  Mexico,  the  French  government 
believed  that  it  no  longer  needed  the  Spanish  troops  for  anything,  and  even 
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perhaps  wished  they  would  leave  Mexico  that  they  might  be  more  at  liberty, 
as  appears  from  a  conversation  M.  Thouvenel  had  with  Earl  Cowley  on  the  2d 
March,  and  which  the  latter  related  to  Lord  Russell  in  a  despatch  of  the  same 
date,  (No.  113  of  the  second  part  of  the  British  correspondence :) 

**  M.  Thouvenel  seems  prepared  for  the  retreat  of  the  Spanish  troops,  and  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  the  French  would  still  be  in  sufficient  force  to  march 
and  take  possesion  of  Mexico  without  the  addition  of  re-enforcements." 

As  soon  as  the  preliminaries  were  signed,  the  anxiety  of  Admiral  Jurien  to 
march  into  the  interior  was  so  great  that  he  left  Vera  Cruz  even  before  the  news 
had  been  received  in  that  city  that  they  had  been  ratified  by  the  president  of 
Mexico,  and  in  the  minute  of  the  thirteenth  conference  held  by  the  allies,  at 
Vera  Cruz,  on  the  24th  February,  (annex  3,  So,  97  of  Spanish  documents,) 
may  be  read  what  follows  : 

"  The  admiral  declares  that  having  already  given,  at  different  times,  orders  to 
his  troops  to  put  themselves  on  the  march,  and  as  often  has  had  to  issue  coun- 
termands ;  that  having  settled,  in  a  definitive  manner,  the  26th  day  to  begin  the 
movement  towards  Cordova,  he  cannot  forego  putting  it  in  execution  without 
risk  of  derogation  of  repute.  He  states  that  on  the  26th,  in  the  morning,  his 
forces  will  begin  to  march,  and  if  any  Mexican  troops  should  oppose  his  passage 
he  will  show  to  their  commander  the  preliminaries  signed  by  (jreneral  Doblado, 
as  sufficient  ground  for  directing  his  course  towards  the  points  designated. 
The  Count  de  Reus  declares  that,  being  sure  that  the  ratification  of  the  pre- 
liminaries by  the  government  of  Mexico  will  arrive  on  the  26th,  or,  at  the  latest, 
on  the  27th,  the  movement  of  the  troops  could  be  deferred  a  day  or  two  longer." 

After  Admiral  Jurien  had  reached  Teliuacan,  and  had  incorporated  the  other 
3,000  men  sent  forward  by  the  French  government,  and  when  he  had  reaped 
all  the  advantages  which  the  convention  was  capable  of  yielding,  he  then  de- 
clared the  manner  in  which  he  understood  the  convention  of  La  Soledad,  and 
in  the  letter  which  he  wrote  to  General  Prim  on  the  20th  March,  1862,  (annex 
1  to  No.  107,)  said  to  him : 

"  I  certainly  did  not  deceive  myself  when  I  believed  that,  in  your  opinion,  as 
well  as  in  that  of  General  Doblado,  the  convention  of  La  Soledad  was  nothing 
else  than  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  the  military  occupation  of  Mexico  by 
the  allied  forces." 

And,  to  cap  the  climax  of  the  scoff,  he  added  : 

*'  If  any  doubt  could  have  existed  upon  this  point  in  the  mind  of  the  Mexican 
government,  I  think  it  just  and  loyal  at  once  to  dissipate  illusions  and  let  it 
know  the  first  exigencies  upon  which  it  must  reckon.*' 

In  proportion  as  France  augmented  her  contingent,  and  went  more  deeply 
into  the  undertaking  b}'  forcing  it  to  take  a  course  contrary  to  what  was  agreed 
upon  in  the  treaty  of  London,  Great  Britain  reduced  hers,  and  managed  to  with- 
draw from  an  enterprise  into  which,  in  an  evil  hour,  she  had  entered.  Lord 
Russell  communicated  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  on  the  very 
day  on  which  the  treaty  of  London  was  signed,  the  orders  of  the  Queen  that  the 
British  contingent  should  be  composed  of  two  ships-of-the-line,  four  fngates,  and 
an  adequate  number  of  smaller  vessels,  carrying  on  board  a  supernumerary 
corps  of  700  marines  for  landing  wherever  might  be  proper,  (No.  59  of  the  first 
part  of  the  British  correspondence.) 

On  the  4tli  December  the  naval  force  was  reduced  one-half.  Lord  Russell 
says  to  Kail  Cowley  and  to  Sir  John  Crampton,  in  despatches  of  the  date  cited, 

iNos.  29  and  93,)  what  follows:  "In  the  present  state  of  our  relations  with  the 
Jnited  States  her  Majesty's  government  proposes  to  send  only  one  ship  of-the- 
line  and  two  frigates,  which  will  form  part  of  the  expedition  to  Mexico." 
**  The  number  of  supernumerary  marines  will  be  700." 
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On  the  15th  November,  1861,  even  before  the  British  contingent  could  sail 
from  England,  Lord  Ilussell  had  already  advised  Sir  Charles  Wyke  that  it 
could  not  be  permitted  that  the  marines  landed  should  take  part  in  operations 
against  the  city  of  Mexico.  Spe^iking  to  him  of  the  determination  of  the  French 
government  to  march  upon  the  capital  in  case  the  Mexican  forces  should  retire 
from  the  coast,  he  says  in  a  despatch  of  the  date  cited,  (No.  80 :) 

"  But  as  regards  her  Majesty's  forces,  you  are  aware  that  no  land  forces  have 
been  directed  to  join  the  British  portion  of  the  expedition.  A  body  of  700  marines 
is  the  whole  force  set  apart  for  this  service,  which  can  be  employed  on  shore  for 
any  length  of  time ;  neither  the  constitution  of  this  force,  nor  its  amount,  would 
allow  of  its  being  employed  in  a  march  upon  Mexico.  You  will,  therefore,  if 
such  a  case  should  arise,  decline  to  direct  the  marines  to  take  part  in  the  opera- 
tions against  Mexico." 

On  the  26th  February,  1862,  Mr.  Hammond  says  to  the  secretary  of  the 
admiralty,  (No.  18  of  the  second  part,)  that  "  Lord  Russell  is  of  opinion  that  Com- 
modore Dunlop  should  be  informed  that  he  may  remove  the  marines  from  Vera 
Cruz,  either  on  board  ship  or  to  Jalapa.** 

The  admiralty  resolved  that  it  would  do  the  first,  (No.  19.)  On  the  12th  of 
May  following  (No.  53)  the  admiralty  advised  Rear  Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne  to 
send  to  Bermuda  by  the  first  opportunity  the  marine  force  landed  in  Mexico, 
leaving  at  Vera  Cruz  a  naval  force  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  British  sub- 
jects and  property.  Commodore  Dunlop  and  Sir  Charles  Wyke  had  resolved 
on  the  Ist  March  to  send  the  said  marine  force  to  Bermuda,  (Nos.  76  and  85,) 
whereupon  there  was  no  landing  force  remaining  in  the  British  contingent  even 
before  the  rupture  at  Orizaba. 

By  the  English  packet  of  the  end  of  February  there  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz 
the  traitor  chosen  by  the  Emperor  to  develop  the  Napoleonic  plans  in  Mexico. 
No  one  was  unaware  who  were  the  sworn  betrayers  who  had  contracted  in 
Europe,  or  what  was  the  object  of  the  voyage  to  Mexico.  His  first  step  on 
landing  at  Vera  Cruz  is  related  by  General  Prim  at  the  conference  at  Orizaba 
in  the  following  terms,  taken  from  the  minutes  of  that  conference  : 

"At  a  visit  paid  to  his  excellency  (General  Prim)  by  General  Almonte,  he  told 
the  latter,  without  reserve,  that  he  reckoned  on  the  support  of  the  three  powers 
to  change  into  a  monarchy  the  government  established  in  Mexico,  and  to  place 
the  crown  on  the  temples  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  of  Austria;  that  he  thought 
this  project  would  be  well  received  in  Mexico,  and  that,  perhaps,  before  two 
months  it  would  be  realized.  Commodore  Dunlop  took  the  floor  to  say  that  some 
dajs  later  M.  Almonte  made  the  same  declaration  to  him.  His  excellency,  Count 
de  Reus,  replied  to  General  Almonte  that  his  opinion  was  diametrically  opposite, 
and  that  he  must  not  reckon  upon  the  support  of  Spain.  ♦  *^  •  To  the  remark 
of  General  Almonte,  that  he  considered  the  support  of  the  French  army  as 
certain,  his  excellency  replied  that  he  would  regret  that  the  French  government 
should  engage  itself  in  Mexico  in  a  policy  which  would  be  adverse  to  the  policy, 
always  grand,  just,  and  generous,  of  the  Emperor."  •  •  •  ♦  • 
I  leave  to  the  Spanish  and  English  plenipotentiaries  the  task  of  narrating 
what  afterwards  occurred. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  says  to  Lord  Russell,  in  his  despatch  of  27th  March,  1862, 
(No.  104  of  the  second  part  of  the  British  correspondence :)  "General  Almonte,  late 
Mexican  minister  at  Paris,  and  now  considered  as  the  chief  of  the  reactionary 
party  here,  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  by  last  month's  mail  from  Europe.  As  he  is 
exiled  from  the  country  for  his  political  opinions,  he  could  not  leave  the  walls 
of  the  town,  where  he  received,  as  long  as  he  remained  in  it,  the  protection  of 
the  allied  forces.  Whilst  there,  he  joined,  naturally  enough,  the  remnant  of 
Uiramon's  partisans,  who  enjoyed  the  same  protection  as  himself,  on  similar 
conditions.  As  long  as  things  remained  in  this  state  no  harm  was  done,  but 
after  the  departure  of  General  Prim  and  myself.  General  Almonte  and  his 
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friends  formed  the  intention  of  penetrating  into  the  interior  of  the  country^ 
under  the  protection  of  the  French  troops.  This,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  was 
afforded  to  them  by  General  Lorencez,  with  whom  they  all  came  up  to  Cordova 
a  few  days  ago." 

On  Commodore  Dunlop  becoming  aware  of  what  had  occurred,  he  remon- 
strated with  M.  de  Saligny,  who  replied  that  General  Lorencez  was  acting  in 
this  matter,  as  far  as  General  Almonte  was  concerned,  under  direct  orders  from 
the  Emperor.  On  the  arrival  of  General  Lorencez  at  Orizaba,  General  Prim 
and  Sir  Charles  Wyke  spoke  to  him  on  this  business,  and  the  latter  continues 
the  narration  of  the  reply  of  the  first  in  these  tenns : 

"General  Lorencez,  instead  of  saying  anything  about  the  Emperor's  orders,  to 
which  M.  de  Saligny  had  referred,  at  once  expressed  his  regret  at  having  done 
that  which  he  now  saw  would  so  gravely  compromise  our  good  faith  with  the 
Mexican  government,  and  offered  to  send  the  party  back  again  to  Vera  Cruz." 

General  Prim  said  to  M.  Calderon  Collantes,  in  a  despatch  of  the  17th  March, 
(No.  105  of  the  Spanish  documents,)  as  follows: 

"Almost  at  the  same  time  that  General  Lorencez  presented  themselves  at  Vera 
Cruz,  MM.  Almonte,  Haro,  and  Tumaris,  and  other  influential  personages  of 
the  fallen  party,  principal  promoters  of  the  monarchic  project,  arrived  there. 

"The  government  of  Mexico  being  infonned  of  this,  and  of  the  purpose  of 
those  parties  to  move  inland  with  the  French  forces,  and  counting  on  that  pro- 
tection to  commit  themselves  to  the  intrigues  which,  according  to  them,  must 
result  in  the  destruction  of  the  existing  administration,  sent  a  note  to  us  inform- 
ing us  it  was  his  firm  purpose  to  exercise  his  right  to  pursue,  capture,  and  punish 
the  enemies  of  the  nation,  who,  finding  themselves  proscribed,  might  penetrate 
into  Mexico  with  mischievous  purposes."       ♦  ♦  •  ♦  ♦ 

"  As,  of  the  five  allied  commissioners,  only  Sir  Charles  Wyke  and  I  were  at 
Orizaba,  we  sent  a  copy  of  the  said  communication  to  Admiral  Jurien  and  to 
M.  de  Saligny,  stating  to  them  that,  in  our  opinion,  tlie  government  is  based  on 
reason  and  justice,  and  asking  their  authority  to  answer  in  such  sense.*' 

M.  Billault  says  the  same  as  the  French  commissioners  said  in  their  note  to 
the  Mexican  government  of  the  9th  April  last,  (annex  5  to  my  note  to  your 
department  of  the  10th  March,  1862,)  that  Almonte  came  to  Mexico  when  it 
was  supposed  in  Europe  that  the  objects  had  been  attained — when  the  allied 
flags  would  be  floating  over  the  capital,  and  the  country  called  together  to  estab- 
lish a  government ;  that  the  arrival  of  Almonte  under  such  circumstances  had 
nothing  special  in  it,  because  he  was  one  of  the  oppressed  Mexicans  to  whom 
France  restored  their  liberty,  and  who  went  to  cast  their  vote  at  the  elections. 
In  this  manner  the  traitor  instrument  of  the  imperial  government  is  pre- 
sented as  an  honorable  and  distinguished  citizen,  who  came  to  act  as  any  other  in 
organizing  the  government  of  his  country. 

It  is  altogether  untrue  that  Almonte  went  to  Mexico  on  his  own  account  and 
risk.  He  was  the  messenger  of  the  Emperor,  as  appears  from  the  official  decla- 
rations of  the  French  government ;  he  was  the  mandatory  of  a  foreign  prince, 
whose  candidature  he  was  going  to  impose  upon  his  country  by  the  aid  of  French 
bayonets  ;  he  was  the  unnatural  son  who  had  no  hesitation  about  kindling  a  bloody 
civil  war  in  his  native  country  to  further  his  views  of  bastard  personal  ambition. 

M.  Thouvenel  said  to  Lord  Cowley  on  the  2d  May,  1862,  speaking  of  the 
protection  given  to  Almonte  by  the  French  forces,  what  his  lordship  communi- 
cated to  Earl  Russell,  in  a  despatch  of  the  same  date,  (No.  11.3  of  the  second 
part  of  the  British  con-espondence,)  in  this  shape  : 

"  He  (M.  Thouvenel)  must  admit  that  this  protection  had  been  so  far  given 
by  order  of  the  Emperor;  that  his  Majesty,  as  well  as  himself,  (M.  Thouvenel,) 
had  encouraged  General  Almonte  to  go  back  to  Mexico,  and  had  recommended 
hlw  to  the  imperial  authorities  in  that  country." 
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M.  de  Flahault  said  to  Lord  Russell  on  the  5th  May  (No.  116)  that 
"  Almonte  had  gone  to  Mexico  by  the  permission  of  the  Emperor." 

Adnural  Jurien,  in  a  letter  he  addressed  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke  on  the  24th 
March,  1862,  (annex  2  to  No.  104)  said,  in  reference  to  Almonte : 

*•  Honorable  men  and  persons  enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  government  of 
the  Emperor  have  come  to  Mexico  with  the  mission  to  make  their  countrymen 
understand  the  completely  peaceful  object  of  our  intervention." 

The  French  commissioners  said  the  same  to  the  Mexican  government  in  the 
note  they  addressed  to  it  on  the  9th  April  following,  although  at  that  time,  as 
hostilities  were  already  broken,  it  would  have  been  a  terrible  mockery  to  call 
the  object  of  the  expedition  pacific :  it  was  denominated  beneficent, 

M.  Saligny  stated  at  the  conference  the  allies  held  at  Orizaba  on  the  9th 
April,  what  follows : 

"  M.  Saligny  adds  that  the  vessel  which  brought  thither  the  commander  of 
the  expeditionary  corps  (General  Lorencez)  and  his  general  staff  had  waited  for 
four  days  for  General  Almonte,  by  order  of  the  Emperor." 

Commodore  Dunlop,  in  his  despatch  to  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty  of  17th 
April,  (annex  to  No.  17  of  third  part,)  said  as  follows : 

"  16.  The  French  general,  Lorencez,  afterwards  informed  me  that  it  was  in- 
tended that  Almonte  should  have  come  to  Mexico  in  the  French  man-of-war 
that  brought  him  and  his  staff,  and  this  was  only  prevented  by  General  Almonte's 
ilbiese"." 

Don  Joso  Maria  Cobos,  who  belongs  to  the  number  of  those  whom  the  impe- 
rial government  calls  the  sound  part  of  the  Mexican  population,  who  has  been 
general-in-chief  of  the  reactionary  forces  in  rebellion  against  the  government  of 
President  Juarez,  and  whose  testimony  cannot  be  suspected,  treating  of  Almonte, 
relates  in  his  manifesto  that  in  going  to  Orizaba  Almonte  told  him  that  "  he 
was  resolved  to  fulfil  the  engagements  he  had  contracted  in  Europe,  to  which 
he  could  not  return  if  his  plans  should  be  frustrated."  "  But  that  will  not  hap- 
pen," (added  Almonte,)  "because"  (here  are  his  very  words)  "I  do  not  come," 
he  said,  "relying  on  the  forces  of  the  country ;  that  would  be  of  little  service  to 
me ;  for  that  purpose  I  bring  French  bayonets." 

The  same  Don  Jose  Maria  Cobos  says  in  his  manifest  referred  to :  •*  At  Vera 
Cniz,  when  Almonte  arrived,  people  were  not  wanting  who  told  him  the  republic 
was  not  prepared  for  the  monarchy,  and  to  attempt  it  in  haste  would  be  to  subject 
it  to  a  general  conflagration.  "  No,"  he  said,  "  they  are  quite  demoralized,  and 
their  courage  entirely  undermined ;  they  will  go  anywhere  that  a  corporal  and 
four  French  soldiers  would  carry  them,  and  I  believe  myself  in  position  to  carry 
into  execution  the  orders  I  have  received  from  my  sovereign,  the  Prince  Maximi- 
Han,  King  of  Mexico."  While  Almonte  was  consummating  his  treason  he  had 
entirely  lost  the  feelings  of  a  Mexican,  and  the  hatred  by  which  he  is  animated 
againpt  the  country  which  he  seeks  to  enslave  is  inconceivable.  In  a  proclama- 
tion which  he  issued  at  Orizaba  on  the  15th  of  June  last,  and  of  which  I  send  a 
copy  among  the  documents  annexed,  he  expresses  a  savage  complacency  that 
the  patriot  forces  of  Mexico  had  been  surprised  the  day  before  at  the  cerro  of  Bor- 
rego  by  the  French.  He^calls  such  surprise  the  most  complete  rout  by  a  hundred 
and  fifty  brave  soldiers  of  *the  99th  regiment,  under  the  orders  of  the  intrepid  and 
gallant  Captain  Detris,  of  four  thousand  of  the  famous  division  of  Zacatecas," 
which  he  calls  "  vandalic  hordes."  The  most  illustrious  Mexican  patriots  who 
are  shedding  their  blood  in  defence  of  the  honor  and  independence  of  their  coun- 
try are  those  who  maiidy  stir  his  bile,  and  whom  he  calumniates,  supposing  that, 
"  having  mfused  their  troops,  by  the  hope  of  the  plunder  of  Orizaba,  with  the 
courage  which  the  infamous  cause  they  defend  does  not  inspire  them  with ;"  and 
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says  that  the  French  and  traitors  "  maintain  the  cause  of  the  independence  and 
nationality  of  Mexico,"  and  the  Mexican  army  "that  of  vandalism  and  plunder." 

Will  it  be  possible  to  belii^ve,  after  the  foregoing  declarations,  that  Almonte 
went  to  Mexico  to  act  in  the  spirit  of  his  opinions  as  a  Mexican  citizen  merely? 
Is  it  to  be  believed  that  a  person  who  is  acknowledged  as  leader  of  the  faction 
which  makes  armed  opposition  to  the  government  of  a  nation,  who  is  condemned 
by  his  country,  and  who  comes  back  to  it  shielded  by  7,000  foreign  bayonets, 
invited  by  the  sovereign  who  sent  those  bayonets  and  charged  with  a  mission 
from  him — that  of  exciting  the  country  against  the  existing  government— can  go 
back  as  a  simple  citizen  in  the  exercii^e  of  his  rights  as  such  ? 

M.  Billault  says  Almonte  was  not  banished;  that  he  had  not  been  condemned 
by  the  Mexican  government ;  that  he  went  away  voluntarily  from  his  own  coun- 
try ;  and  that  he  returned  hoping  to  find  freedom  there.  In  this  he  commits  an- 
other error,  voluntary  or  involuntary,  but  grave  enough :  Almonte  was  one  of 
the  few  persons  the  Mexiciin  congress  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  amnesty 
granted  by  the  law  of  the  2d  December,  1861.  Section  3  of  article  2  of  that 
law  excepted  such  Mexicans  as  had  signed  and  ratified  the  so-called  Mon-Almonte 
treaty,  and  the  traitor  found  himself  thereby  condemned  by  his  government,  and 
expressly  excepted  by  the  national  representatives  of  his  country  from  the  favor 
which  was  granted  to  the  other  Mexicans  who  were  making  armed  opposition 
to  the  government  of  their  native  country. 

M.  Billault  assures  us  "  tliat  Spain,  England,  and  France  had  no  occasion  to 
seek  auxiliaries  in  Mexico."  Certainly  this  is  true  in  respect  of  Spain  and 
of'  Great  Britain.  As  they  went  there  in  good  faith,  the  aid  of  the  rebel  faction 
would  have  prejudiced  rather  than  profited  them ;  but  not  so  in  regard  to  France, 
which  had  views  of  conquest.  From  the  oflScial  report  which  General  Lrorencez 
made  to  the  French  minister  of  war  the  22d  March,  1862,  it  appears  that  at  the 
battle  of  Puebla  the  French  reckoned  upon  the  assistance  of  the  rebel  bands 
led  by  Zuloaga  and  Cobos.  After  that  action  General  Lorencez  waited  for  three 
days  that  these  allies  might  become  incorporated  with  him.  At  the  battle  of 
Baranca  Seca  General  Lorencez  ordered  the  99th  of  the  line  to  support  his  allies, 
that  they  might  join  him,  and  from  that  time  the  French  and  traitors  have  lived 
in  scandalous  confraternity. 

M.  Billault  also  asserts  (p.  967,  col.  6)  that  "  whilst  Almonte  was  under  the 
shelter  of  the  French  flag  he  did  nothing,  and  that  at  a  later  time,  when  war 
was  declared,  he  recovered  his  liberty,  and  acted  in  accordance  with  his  opinions, 
but  up  to  the  moment  of  the  rupture  had  remained  passive." 

Before  Almonte  could  come  to  Mexico  intrigues  were  already  at  work  in  the 
republic,  from  which  the  fall  of  the  government  was  expected,  and  his  elevation 
to  the  presidency.  Exaggerating  his  influence  in  the  country,  counting  upon 
the  protection  of  the  allies,  and  especially  upon  that  of  the  Emperor,  as  he 
stated  to  General  Prim  and  to  Commodore  Dunlop,  the  undertaking  he  had 
attempted  seemed  to  him  extremely  easy,  and  his  blindness  reached  the  extreme 
of  causing  him  to  belii^ve  that  two  months  would  sufiice  for  the  consummation 
of  his  treason.  Scarcely  had  he  landed  at  Vera  Cruz  when  he  put  in  circula- 
tion a  plan  in  which  he  appointed  himself  supreme  head  of  the  nation,  and 
begged  different  leaders  of  the  Mexican  army  to  proclaim  him  to  the  forces  under 
their  command.  This  plan  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  government  of  the 
republic,  the  press  published  it,  and  I  had  the  honor  fo  send  a  copy  of  it  to  your 
department  with  my  note  of  the  10th  of  May  last,  (annex  11.)  Its  authenticity 
became  patent,  even  to  the  most  incredulous,  on  seeing  that  the  plan  which 
Almonte  proclaimed  soon  afterwards  at  Cordova  and  Orizaba,  and  of  which  I 
sent  a  copy  in  my  note  of  the  2d  of  June  last,  (annex  11,)  is  exactly  like  that 
intercepted  and  published  previously.  From  Vera  Cruz,  while  he  remained 
there,  and  afterwards  from  Cordova,  he  occupied  himself  clandestinely,  but 
busily,  in  preparing  the  pronunciaraento  he  had  projected,  and  to  this  end  en- 
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dcavoxed  to  halluciuato,  deceive,  and  suborn  the  officerg  whose  sen'ices  lie  con- 
sidered would  be  useful,  which  he  did  with  th(i  forces  led  by  Zuloaga  and  Cobos, 
as  they  relate  in  their  respective  manifestos,  which  are  known  to  the  depart- 
ment^ and  which  show  whether  Almonte  remained  passive,  as  M.  Billault  has  the 
boldness  to  assert. 

That  Almonte  would  have  operated  in  the  current  of  his  opinions,  and  that 
those  would  not  have  been  favorable  to  the  existing  government  of  Mexico,  would 
have  brought  no  responsibility  upon  the  French,  provided  they  had  not  given  him 
their  support. '  The  boasted  impartiality  of  the  Napoleonic  policy  has  been  belied 
by  undeniable  facts.  Aggressive  as  was  the  programme  of  the  imperial  cabinet, 
such  as  M,  Billault  presents,  it  would  appear  wise  and  just  by  the  side  of  what 
followed  practically.  That  recommended  not  to  lean  in  ftivor  of  any  of  the 
parties  by  which  Mexico  is  divided,  to  consult  the  national  will,  and  to  accept 
the  result  of  the  popular  vote.  That  is  not  what  has  been  practiced.  The  French 
expedition  has  allied  itself  to  one  party  and  carries  on  a  mortal  war  against  the 
other :  has  operated  entirely  and  exclusively  in  the  current  of  the  opinions  of 
Almonte ;  and  if  Almonte  should  be  an  instrument  of  France,  after  his  triumph 
thus  far,  he  has  made  the  French  the  blind  instruments  of  his  views. 

The  government  of  Mexico,  as  was  natural,  could  not  look  with  indiflference 
on  the  presence  of  the  traitor  in  the  territory  of  the  republic.     It  would  have 
been  wanting  to  its  duty  and  to  the  confidence  of  the  Mexican  people  if  it  could 
have  remained  passive  in  the   presence  of  the  machinations   of  Almonte  for 
the  subversion  of  the  constitution  of  the  country,  the  downfall  of  its  govcrn- 
ment,  and  delivery  of  the  nation,  handcuflfed,  to  a  foreign  prince.     Applying 
existing  penal  laws,  made   previously  to  the  arrival  of  Almonte,  and  which 
the  nation  had  established  in  the  exercise  of  its  sovereignty,  the  government 
notified  the  alcaldes  that  it  proposed  to  exercise  its  prerogatives  by  arresting 
Almonte  and  his  accomplices,   and  bringing  them  to  trial  according  to  law. 
To  General  Prim  and  Sir  Charles  Wyke  this  determination  appeared  to  be 
founded  on  reason  and  justice,  and  M.  Billaidt  manifests  indignation  that  from 
places  which,  he  says,  "  were  under  the  authority  of  the  allied   powers  there 
should  be  notifications  that,  despite  their  presence,  they  would  proceed  to  appre- 
hend the  reactionists."     The  minister  without  a  portfolio  forgets  that  the  allied 
forces  were  not  in  those  positions  except  in  virtue  of  a  concession,  which  as  a 
favor  was  granted  to  them  by  the  very  goveniment  against  which  Almonte  was 
conspiring,  and  over  which,  in  permitting  them  to  occupy  them  on  sanatory  con- 
siderations solely,  it  had  not  renounced  the  sovereignty  it  held.     If  the  order 
I      had  been  given  to  apprehend  them  in  French  territory,  the  indignation  of  M. 
Billault  would  be  natural.     It  seems  no  otherwise  than  that  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment and  its  agents  already  consider  Mexico  as  a  conquered   country,  to 
which    no   longer   remains    the  least   vestige   of  sovereignty.      The   imperial 
agents  in  Mexico  alleged  as  the  principal  reason  for  protecting  Almonte  that 
he  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  Emperor.     If  this  reason  is  sufficient  for  his 
protection  in  French    territory,  it  is  of  no  force  whatever  when  treating  of 
Hexican  territory,  into  which  the  French  forces  had  entered  as  friends,  and 
in  virtue  of  treaties  which  imposed  upon  them  obligations  in  respect  of  the 
existing  government.     He  seems  to  forget  that  the  Emperor  is  not  yet  sove- 
reign of  Mexico. 

M.  Billault  attributes  Almonte's  going  away  from  Vera  Cruz  to  his  having 
been  molested  in  that  city,  which  is  altogether  untrue.  He  left  it  because  he 
soQght  a  wider  theatre,  and  nearer  approach  to  the  persons  he  was  desirous  to 
Bobom  to  render  them  accomplices  in  his  treason.  He  waited  to  leave  Vera  . 
Cruz  until  General  Prim  and  Sir  Charles  Wyke  should  first  go  away,  and,  in* 
concert  with  M.  de  Saligny,  with  whom  he  has  labored  in  complete  harmony, 
he  sacc^pded  in  reaching  the  interior  of  the  republic,  escorted  by  a  French  bat- 
talion, which  M.  Saligny  said  accompanied  him  by  the  express  order  of  the 
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Emperor,  although,  the  truth  is,  this  assertion  afterwards  rested  in  doubt.  At 
Cordova  Almonte  was  more  exposed  than  at  Vera  Cruz  to  prosecution  by  the 
Mexican  government,  because  while  at  Cordova  orders  were  given  for  his  appre- 
hension, but  while  he  was  at  Vera  Cruz  he  was  not  molested  in  the  least  degree. 
How,  then,  is  it  possible  to  conceive  that  he  could  be  seeking  safety  in  a  place 
of  greater  danger  ? 

The  French  commissioners,  or,  better  said,  M.  Saligny,  faiKng  in  what  was 
due  to  their  colleagues,  resolved,  of  himself  alone,  to  allow  Almonte  to  get  to 
the  interior,  although  this  was  a  grave  matter,  which  affected  the  interests  of  all 
the  allies.  M.  Saligny  went  so  far  as  not  to  consult  even  Commodore  Dunlop, 
who  was  at  Vera  Cruz  at  the  time  when  he  authorized  the  inland  progress  of 
the  traitor.  Upon  Sir  Charles  Wyke  making  complaint  of  such  conduct  to 
Admiral  Jurien,  in  a  letter  of  March  27,  (annex  3  to  No.  104,)  he  said,  referring 
to  rumors  which  were  current  in  Mexico,  that  the  intention  of  the  allies  was  to 
interfere  directly  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  nation : 

"  These  rumors  have  unfortunately  been  credited,  from  the  fact  that  General 
Lorencez  escorted  and  brought  from  Vera  Cruz  General  Almonte,  Padre  Miranda, 
and  various  other  persons  proscribed  by  the  government  that  we  have  formally 
acknowledged  by  entering  into  negotiations  M'ith  it." 

"  No  one  has  more  personal  respect  for  General  Almonte  than  I  have,  but 
your  excellency  must  surely  know  that  he  is  the  recognized  chief  of  the  party 
managed  by  the  infamous  Marquez,  Cobos,  and  others  who  are  in  arms  and  at 
open  civil  war  with  the  established  government  of  Mexico." 

"  What  will  be  thought  of  the  impartiality  of  our  intervention  if  the  repre- 
sentatives of  one  of  the  allied  powers  openly  protects  and  brings  into  the  country 
people  who  are  now  exiled  from  it  as  rebels  against  the  government  with  which 
we  are  actually  negotiating]" 

Admiral  Jurien,  far  from  answering,  like  M.  Billault,  that  Almonte  was  not 
sentenced  by  his  government,  that  he  had  left  the  country  of  his  own  Avill, 
and  that  he  came  back  to  meet  his  freedom,  and  to  labor  like  any  other  Mexican 
towards  the  organization  of  the  government  of  his  native  country — far  from  say- 
ing that  ho  had  left  Vera  Cruz  because  he  was  molested  in  that  city,  with  all 
the  other  excuses  alike  insufficient  and  unfounded,  given  by  the  minister  without 
portfolio— said  to  Charles  Wyke,  in  a  letter  of  29th  March,  (annex  1  to  No. 
106:) 

"  One  of  those  incidents  which  have  been,  I  do  not  deny,  of  a  very  serious 
kind  was  the  departure  from  Vera  Cruz,  under  the  escort  of  one  of  our  battalions, 
of  General  Almonte,  D.  Miranda,  and  other  exiles  who  had  arrived  from  Europe 
by  the  last  English  packet.  The  protection  of  our  flag  was  on  this  occasion  given 
to  those  exiles  without  my  acquiescence  and  through  a  regrettable  misunderstand- 
ing. I  am  wholly  of  opinion  that,  although  the  assistance  of  a  party  can  be  ac- 
cepted when  war  is  declared  against  a  government,  any  open  or  secret  inter- 
ference in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  country  shoiUd,  on  the  other  hand,  be  care- 
fully avoided  as  long  as  the  negotiations  are  carried  on.  I  should  not,  there- 
fore, have  hesitated  to  recommend  the  exiles  in  question  to  return  to  Vera  Cruz, 
if  the  murder  of  General  Robles  had  not  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  defiance  hurled 
by  the  insensate  party  at  the  counsels  of  moderation  for  which,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  our  conferences,  we  have  tried  to  obtain  a  hearing.  I  considered 
that  there  was  a  gratuitous  insult  to  the  loyalty  of  the  French  arms  in  the  pre- 
text used  to  put  to  death  one  of  the  men  who  are  the  most  justly  esteemed  in 
Mexico,  and  in  whom  every  one  saw  the  hope,  not  indeed  of  the  reactionary 
party,  but  that  of  the  moderate  party.  I  therefore  thought  that,  in  view  of  that 
melancholy  event,  it  would  have  been  a  signal  weakness  on  our  part  to  disown 
the  men  to  whom  the  protection  of  our  flag  had,  even  though  by  mistake,  been 
granted,  and  I  ordered  the  commander  of  the  battalion  which  had  brought  them 
to  Cordova  to  retain  them  under  his  care." 
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It  causes  much  astonishment  that  in  the  French  army,  which  prides  itself  so 
much  on  its  thorough  organization  and  thorough  discipline,  a  step  of  so  much 
importance  should  be  taken  without  the  knowledge  of  the  commanding  oflScer. 
This  incident,  combined  with  others  which  I  will  hereafter  refer  to,  places  beyond 
all  doubt  that  Admiral  Jurien,  although  invested  with  the  powers  of  plenipoten- 
tiary and  of  commander-in-chief  of  the  French  army,  neither  was  in  the  secrets 
of  the  government  or  enjoyed  its  confidence. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  replied  to  Admiral  Jurien  on  the  29th  of  March,  (annex 
2  of  No.  106,)  saying  tnat  he  did  not  know  how  to  explain  the  extraordinary 
discrepancy  between  the  statements,  with  reference  to  this  matter,  of  your  ex- 
cellency and  M.  de  Saligny  as  to  the  manner  in  which  French  protection  was 
granted  to  Almonte,  as  one  says  it  was  "  by  express  orders  of  the  Emperor,  and 
the  other  that  it  was  through  "a  regrettable  misunderstanding;"  and  proceeds: 

**  Your  excellency  informs  me  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  execution  of  Gene- 
ral Robles,  you  would  have  repaired  the  mischief  done,  by  at  once  sending  back 
to  Vera  Cruz  General  Almonte,  Padre  Miranda,  and  others  now  still  under 
French  protection  at  Cordova."  **•*««  j  cannot  undei-stand  how  the 
execution  of  a  Mexican  general,  found  guilty  of  corresponding  and  conspiring 
with  a  faction  in  open  rebellion  to  the  government,  can  account  for  or  justify 
your  retiiining  the  leaders  of  that  party  under  yoiir  protection,  unless,  indeed, 
you  wished  completely  to  identify  yourself  with  them,  which  I  know  cannot  be 
the  case  from  the  expression  of  your  excellency's  regret  that  such  protection  was 
ever  afforded  to  them." 

General  Prirft  said  to  Admiral  Jurien,  in  a  letter  of  21st  March,  1862,  (annex 
2  to  No.  107  of  the  Spanish  documents,)  referring  to  the  same  matter: 

**  I  prefer  to  burn  our  ships  for  the  defence  of  our  countrymen  than  for  the 
exaction  of  full  amnesty  and  without  exceptions ;  because  at  this  moment  we 
have  no  right  to  ask  the  government  of  the  republic  to  allow  entry  into  the 
country  to  those  exiled  for  political  reasons,  when  it  is  known  that  they  come 
vith  the  intention  of  conspiring  against  and  attacking  the  government  and  es- 
tablished institutions." 

In  letter  of  23d  of  same  month  of  March  (annex  3  to  107)  he  said  to  him : 

**  The  act  of  conveying  into  the  interior  of  the  country  political  emigrants, 
for  organizing  therein  a  conspiracy  that  may  some  day  destroy  the  existing 
government  and  the  present  political  system,  while  you  are  advancing  as  friends, 
and  awaiting  the  day  fixed  upon  for  the  conferences,  is  au  act  without  ex- 
ample, and  I  cannot  underfctand  it." 

In  a  despatch  addressed  to  M.  Calderou  Collantes,  on  the  29th  of  said 
month,  (No.  107,)  Count  de  Reus  said : 

"  The  commanders  of  the  French  forces,  laying  aside  all  reserve,  have  already 
displayed  their  flag ;  the  troops  which  arrived  the  latest  at  Vera  Cruz  have 
taken  under  their  protection  the  emigrants  who  have  come  to  conspire  against  the 
constituted  government  and  against  the  existing  system.  Protected  by  French 
bayonets,  they  have  even  penetrated  to  Cordova.  Such  are  the  Almontes,  the 
Haros,  and  the  Mirandas ;  and  they  have  taken  such  serious  and  important 
steps,  not  only  without  consulting  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Spain  and  England, 
but  in  disregard  of  our  contrary  opinions,  previously  communicated  to  the  French 
commanders." 

When  the  British  government  had  news  of  this  incident  it  regarded  it  in  the 
same  manner  that  it  could  alone  be  regarded  by  every  man  not  excited  by  ig- 
noble passions  or  trammelled  by  secondary  and  ulterior  plans,  which  it  was  the 
purpose  to  develop  at  whatever  cost;  and  Lord  Kussell,  answering  the  des- 
patches of  Sir  Charles  Wyke  on  this  point,  said  in  his  communication  of  30th 
April,  1862,  (No.  109,  of  the  second  part  of  the  British  correspondence,)  what 
follows  : 


268  PRESENT    CONDITION    OF    MEXICO. 

"That,  in  their  opinion,  (of  the  British  government,)  General  Prim  and  her 
Majesty's  representative  were  quite  rifijht  in  protesting  against  the  pormission 
given  by  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  to  General  Almonte  and  Padre  Miranda  to 
penetrate  into  the  interior  of  Mexico  under  the  protection  of  the  French  flag." 

When  Lord  Cowley  communicated  the  determination  of  his  government  to 
M.  Thouvenel,  the  French  minister  of  foreign  relations  said  to  him  what  the 
British  ambassador  communicated  to  Lord  Russell,  in  his  despatch  of  the  2d 
May,  1862,  (No.  113,)  in  these  tenns :  ^ 

"  The  presence  of  General  Almonte,  under  the  protection  of  the  French  flag, 
must  therefore  be  considered  as  the  one  matter  of  fact  which  had  caused  the 
difference  of  opinion  among  the  commissioners.  He  must  admit  that  this  pro- 
ection  had  been  so  far  given  by  the  Emperor's  orders  ;  that  his  Majesty,  as  well 
as  himself,  had  encouraged  the  general  to  return  to  Mexico,  and  had  recom- 
mended him  to  the  imperial  authorities  in  that  country.  They  must,  therefore, 
approve  what  had  been  done  with  regard  to  him,  though  they  could  not  extend 
their  approbation  to  the  permission  given  to  the  Padre  Miranda  and  others,  who 
were  known  to  belong  to  the  reactionary  party  to  accompany,  the  general.  But 
whether  this  protection  to  General  Almonte  had  been  rightly  or  wrongly  ac- 
corded, the  execution  of  General  Robles  when  on  his  way  to  the  French  camp, 
and  the  insolent  summons  sent  to  the  French  commander-in-chief  to  surrender 
General  Almonte  to  the  Mexican  government,  rendered  his  future  protection  a 
point  of  honor,  which  must  be  maintained  at  all  hazards.** 

The  imperial  government  apparently  disapproved  that  French  protection  had 
been  accorded  to  the  accomplices  of  Almonte.  "  because  it  was  known  that  they 
belonged  to  the  reactionary  party,**  and  it  would  have  been  most  absurd  to  have 
withdrawn  protection  from  secondary  agents  when  it  was  accorded  to  its  chief. 
It  was  equivalent  to  punishing  accomplices,  and  rewarding  the  principal  delin- 
quent. But  the  French  commissioners  moved  in  this  matter  with  moi*e  stead- 
mstness  than  their  goverament,  and  before  and  after  iim  rupture  at  Orizaba  they 
afforded  to  Almonte  and  his  accomplices  the  most  complete  protection. 

Lord  Russell,  in  reply  to  the  preceding  despatch,  said  to  Lord  Cowley  the  .3d 
of  May,  (No.  114:) 

**  Her  Majesty's  government  laments  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  should 
have  given  General  Almonte  the  protection  of  the  French  flag.  To  a  people 
jealous  of  their  independence,  the  appearance  on  their  territory  of  a  partisan  of 
a  different  fonu  of  government  from  that  which  exists,  or,  at  all  events,  of  the 
representative  of  a  defeated  party  landing  under  the  protection  of  7,000  men 
who  have  invaded  their  soil  was  sure  to  inspire  alarm,  and  to  revive  the  passions 
of  hatred  and  revenge.  Under  the  impression  of  that  alarm,  and  under  the 
impulse  of  those  passions.  General  Robles  has  been  put  to  death.**         *         • 

"It  is  clear  that  General  Almonte  cannot  be  given  up  to  the  Mexicans,  but  he 
might  be  sent  back  to  Paris.*' 

Lord  Russell,  relating  to  Lord  Cowloy  what  he  had  stated  to  M.  de  Flahault 
at  a  conference  held  with  him  on  the  4th  of  May,  speaking  of  the  causes  which 
had  hindered  the  good  issue  of  the  allied  expedition,  said,  (No.  116 :) 

"  The  second  fault,  in  my  opinion,  was  in  the  sanction  given  to  the  appearance 
of  General  Almonte  in  Mexico.  It  was  known  to  all  the  world  that  the  purpose 
of  General  Almonte  was  to  raise  a  civil  war  in  Mexico  to  subvert  the  existing 
government,  and  to  put  himself  and  his  partisans  in  their  place.  This  was  an 
object  totally  alien  from  the  objects  of  the  convention  of  the  31st  October.  The 
apprehension  of  this  civil  war  had  already  led  to  the  execution  of  General  Ro- 
bles. I  could  not  blame  the  Mexican  government  for  defending  their  own 
existence.** 

M.  Billault  recounts,  as  one  of  the  reasons  why  France  should  refuse  to  give 
up  Almonte,  that  the  day  before  that  on  which  the  government  of  Mexico 
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sought  it,  Don  Manuel  Robles,  "  who  was  under  suspicion,  was  approaching 
the  French  camp  during  the  sort  of  armistice  thac  happened  between  the  con- 
vention of  La  Soledad  and  the  rupture  of  the  conferences  of  Orizaba,  he  was 
taken  with  a  lasso,  like  a  wild  beast,  and  immediately  shot/' 

It  is  not  true  that  the  shooting  of  Robles  could  have  preceded  the  notice  from 
the  Mexican  government  that  it  proposed  to  apprehend  Almonte.  The  first 
event  took  place  on  the  22d  March,  and  on  the  17th  of  that  month  General  Prim 
had  communicated  to  his  government  the  notice  sent  by  that  of  Mexico,  as  ap- 
pears by  a  despatch  of  the  date  cited,  (No.  105  of  the  Spanish  documents,)  from 
which  I  have  before  quoted  some  fragments. 

It  is  every  way  false,  and  a  gratuitous  calumny,  that  M.  Billault  casts  on 
Mexico  in  saying  that  Robles  was  caught  by  a  lasso  like  a  wild  beast.  He  was 
captured  when  going  to  join  the  invaders  of  his  country,  and  tried  according  to 
the  laws  in  force.  As  is  to  be  seen,  M.  Billault  calls  suspicions  those  that  held 
that  Robles  was  going  to  join  the  traitors  who  were  protected  in  the  French 
camp,  when  M.  Thouvenel  and  M.  Flahault,  as  well  as  Admiral  Jurien,  give  it 
as  di/act.  I  leave  to  the  representative  of  one  of  the  powers  allied  to  France 
to  make  war  upon  Mexico,  the  duty  of  narrating  what  passed  in  this  respect. 
Sir  Charles  Wyke  said  to  Lord  Russell,  in  a  despatch  of  29th  March,  1862, 
(No.  105  of  the  second  part  of  the  British  correspondence,)  what  follows: 

"  The  only  events  of  any  political  importance  that  have  taken  place  during 
the  month  arc  the  entrance  into  the  country  of  General  Almonte,  Padre  Mi- 
randa, and  other  Mexican  refugees,  under  French  protection,  and  the  death  of 
General  Robles  on  the  22d  instant,  when  on  his  way  down  to  join  them  at 
Cordova." 

"  He  was  accused  by  the  government  of  conspiring  with  the  reactionary  party, 
aad  after  having  been  banished  from  Mexico,  was  confined  on  pai-ole  to  the  pre- 
cincts of  some  small  town  near  Real  del  Monte,  from  which  he  escaped,  and 
was  coming  down  this  way  for  the  purpose  mentioned,  when  he  was  captured 
near  San  Andres,  a  village  some  fourteen  leagues  from  this  place."    *    *    •     • 

"  Although  nobody  can  defend  him  for  conspiring  against  the  government, 
and  then  breaking  his  parole  to  join  the  chiefs  of  a  hostile  faction,  yet  every- 
body regrets  his  death,  for  he  was  a  thoroughly  amiable  man."       #         #         • 

If  there  could  be  any  doubt  of  the  justice  of  the  procedure  of  the  tribunal 
which  condemned  General  Robles,  it  would  be  entirely  dissipated  by  reading  the 
letter  which  he  had  written  to  M.  Saligny,  the  12th  November,  1861,  which  the 
Spanish  government  published  among  the  documents  presented  to  the  cortes, 
(annex  8,  No.  42.)     In  that  he  said : 

"  I  have  true  sorrow  in  stating  my  conviction  that  the  morality  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  has  reached  a  lamentable  extreme,  and  that  apprehension  and  avarice 
only  hold  influence.  •#*••#♦ 

••  I  have  omitted  to  write  to  you  for  some  time,  and  have  not  ventured  to 
express  my  despondency,  and  that  my  sole  hope  figured  out  that  the  governments 
of  Europe  would  arrive  at  the  adoption  of  the  only  measures  which  can  save 
the  interests  of  their  subjects  and  those  of  the  country  itself.  The  latest  ntjws 
I  have  received  from  some  of  our  friends  in  that  city,  [Mexico,]  from  Havana, 
and  from  Almonte,  have  renewed  my  hopes,  although  I  regret  not  to  have  had 
accounts  direct  from  you.  *  *  *  *  What  probability  of  success  has  it 
(the  candidature  of  General  Doblado  sustained  by  European  governments)  you 
will  know  better  than  I,  and  I  incline  to  believe  that  the  European  nations 
having  decided  to  interfere  in  Mexican  affairs,  they  will  already  be  agreed  upon 
the  kind  of  government  which  should  be  established  here." 

Can  any  doubt  remain  of  the  culpability  of  Robles  after  i-eading  this  letter  ? 
I  do  him  the  justice  to  believe  that  he  professed  in  good  faith  the  ideas  which 
he  expresses  in  it,  and  that  for  them  alone  he  ought  never  to  have  been  punished; 
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but  from  the  moment  he  attempted  to  put  them  in  practice,  from  the  moment 
when  he  labored  in  aid  of  the  invaders  of  his  country  for  the  subversion  of  the 
government  established  by  the  nation,  he  became  guilty  of  the  crime  of  treason. 

The  imperial  government  showed  on  this  occasion  the  like  want  of  principle, 
the  same  desire  of  provoking  hostility  without  cause,  the  same  disregard  of  the 
most  simple  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  characteiized  its  policy  on 
the  Mexican  question.  It  gave  assurance  that  the  protection  of  Almonte  wa.< 
caused  by  orders  from  the  Emperor ;  that  his  Majesty  had  encouraged  him  to 
make  the  voyage  to  Mexico  ;  that  he  had  gone  by  its  permission,  and  been  eou- 
fided  with  a  mission ;  and  then  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  such  protection 
may  have  been  unadvisedly  accorded,  and  nevertheless  persists  in  extending  it 
to  traitors  because  the  government  of  Mexico  have  the  audacity  to  manifest  that 
it  was  about  to  exercise  its  rights  by  ordering  them  to  be  apprehended,  and  be- 
cause it  executed  another  traitor  who  was  going  to  join  the  invadei*s.  This,  iu 
truth,  is  more  than  the  French  government  would  have  the  right  to  demand 
even  on  French  territory.  If  a  British  subject,  traitor  to  his  country,  should 
take  the  road  to  France,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  with  the  Emperor  thr 
wages  of  his  treason,  and  should  be  captured  before  leaving  British  territory, 
and  the  evidences  of  his  crime  should  be  found,  and  he  should  suffer  the  penalty 
imposed  by  law,  France  would  have  no  right  to  complain,  or  ask  reparation,  or 
call  such  punishment  a  gratuitous  insult  to  the  loyalty  of  her  arms.  How, 
then,  do  so  when  the  traitor  has  against  him  circumstances  of  much  higher 
aggravation  ]     Only  by  most  atrocious  abuse  of  power. 

There  comes  to  the  Mexican  territory  a  traitor,  who  does  not  conceal  his  reso- 
lution nor  his  engagement  to  subvert  the  government  of  his  country,  to  substitute 
in  its  place  a  foreign  monarchy,  escorted  by  7,000  French  bayonets,  which 
assert  tnat  they  come  on  a  mission  of  peace,  and  are  in  negotiation  with  the 
government  itself;  and  when  this  intimates  to  them  that  it  purposes  to  appiv- 
hend  the  traitor  who  is  in  its  territory,  and  asks  that  they  witharaw  then*  pro- 
tection, they  call  such  request  an  insolent  notice,  and  consider  it  sufficient  cause 
for  continuing  to  protect  the  traitor,  even  though  the  protection  had  been  conceded 
unduly.  The  Mexican  govenimeut  executes  judgment  on  another  traitor  who 
falls  into  its  hands,  and  the  French  bayonets  consider  this  act  a  gratuitous  in- 
sult, and  as  an  additional  reason  for  their  persevering  in  the  protection  of  the 
traitor.     Can  a  greater  monstrosity  be  conceived  ? 

The  candor  of  Admiral  Jurien  reached  the  extreme  of  calling  the  execution 
of  Cobles  an  insult  to  the  loyalty  of  the  French  arms — supposing  that  the  Mex- 
ican government  had  nothing  to  fear  if  Roblcs  should  have  entered  the  French 
camp— the  loyalty  of  the  French  troops,  who  never  fulfilled  even  a  simple  mil- 
itary convention  to  which  the  faith  of  their  country  was  pledged ! 

When  the  Mexican  government  knew  that  the  traitor  was  under  the  imme- 
diate protection  of  France,  proceeding  with  admirable  moderation,  it  did  not  even 
order  his  apprehension,  but  asked  that  he  should  be  sent  from  the  country, 
which  certainly  the  French  agents  would  not  have  refused  if  they  were  acting 
in  good  faith.  This  course  had  even  been  indicated  by  the  British  government 
as  a  becoming  mode  for  France  to  get  rid  of  the  difficulty  ;  but  as  the  Emperor, 
in  place  of  getting  rid  of  it,  chose  rather  to  complicate  it,  he  said  the  protection 
of  Almonte  had  become  a  point  of  honor,  and  that  he  must  be  sustained  at  any 
hazard. 

M.  Billault  accuses  Greneral  Prim  of  inconsistency  for  having  acted  in  a 
different  manner  in  the  case  of  Almonte  and  that  of  Miramon,  notwithstanding 
the  second  was  more  mixed  up,  as  he  says,  with  the  dissensions  in  Mexico,  and 
his  position  more  marked  than  that  of  the  first. 

The  conduct  of  General  Prim  in  respect  of  Don  Miguel  Miramon  was  approved 
by  his  government,  who  recommended  him  to  protect  all  without  distinction, 
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and  that  he  should  use  his  influence  to  prevent  every  act  which  should  ap- 
pear to  be  influenced  by  passion  or  violence.  The  accusation  against  General 
Prim  goes  then  to  aver  that  he  disregarded  the  orders  of  his  Queen.  M.  Bil- 
lault  makes  a  parallel  of  cases  that  are  entu-ely  different.  In  that  of  Miramon 
the  quej^tion  was  of  allowing  the  entry  into  the  country  of  a  proscribed  Mexican, 
and  in  that  of  Almonte  of  sheltering  another  proscribed  Mexican  under  a  foreign 
flag  by  authorizing  open  protection  in  his  favor.  That  the  comparison  shouUi 
be  complete,  it  would  be  necessary  that  General  Prim  should  have  been  con- 
senting to  the  landing  of  Almonte  after  having  consented  to  that  of  Miramon, 
or  that  he  should  have  sheltered  Miramon  under  the  Spanish  flag ;  protected  him 
openly ;  conveyed  him  under  escort  of  Spanish  troops  to  places  under  control  of 
the  Mexican  government,  in  which  hospitable  asylum  had  been  accorded  to 
the  allied  forces.     But  nothing  of  this  occurred. 

The  British  government,  acting  in  this  respect  upon  more  rational  and  well- 
founded  principles  than  that  of  Spain,  although  not  with  less  consistency,  be- 
lieved that  the  entry  of  Almonte  should  have  been  prohibited,  as  that  of  Mira- 
!  men  was  prohibited,  because  the  entry  of  either  of  them  would  have  resulted 
I  in  stirring  up  anew  civil  war  in  Mexico,  which  was  far  from  being  the  purpose 
of  Great  Britain,  although  it  was  precisely  that  which  France  desired  to  bring 
about. 

Commodore  Dunlop  said  to  the  secretary  of  the  British  admiralty,  in  a  com- 
munication of  the  17th  April,  1862,  (annex  1  to  No.  17  of  the  third  part  of 
the  British  correspondence,)  while  exculpating  himself  for  not  having  acted 
in  the  case  of  Almonte  as  in  that  of  Miramon,  what  follows  : 

"14.  With  reference  to  the  arrival  of  General  Almonte,  who  came,  likewise, 
in  one  of  the  British  packets,  I  never  heard  of  it  until  he  was  on  shore." 

M.  Billault,  examining  into  the  cause  of  the  ruptui*e  among  the  allied  com- 
missioners, says,  (p.  968,  col.  2,)  that  it  could  not  be  either  the  ultimatum  of  M. 
Saligny,  or  the  protection  granted  to  Almonte,  and  that  it  was  nothing  else  than 
the  personal  differences  which  made  themselves  noticeable  from  the  beginning, 
respecting  the  manner  of  treating  the  existing  Mexican  government. 

This  is  true  so  far  as  that  the  French  commissioners  refused  absolutely  to 
treat  with  the  Mexican  government  that  they  might  be  able  to  establish  monarchy. 
The  Spanish  government  said  as  much  to  the  British,  as  appears  from  the  fol- 
lowing fragment  of  a  despatch  which  Sir  John  Crampton  addressed  to  Earl 
Russell  on  the  11th  April,  1862,  (No.  95  of  second  part:) 

"  I  did  not  fail  to  say  that  her  Majesty  *s  government  had  no  wish  to  establish  a 
foreign  protectorate  in  Mexico.  Seiior  Calderon  Collantcs  replied  that  the  Spanish 
government  concurred  in  tnis  view,  and  remarked,  in  regard  to  the  establishment 
of  a  monarchy  under  the  Archduke  Maximilian,  that  the  announcement  of  this 
idea  by  the  French  government,  however  guarded  by  the  declaration  that  they 
would  not  interfere  to  support  his  imperial  highness  as  a  candidate  for  the 
crown,  had,  in  reality,  been  the  source  of  all  the  misunderstanding  which  had 
arisen  between  the  French  commissioners  and  those  of  England  and  Spain." 

The  imperial  government,  whose  plan  was  combined  beforehand,  and  to 
realize  which  it  was,  above  all  things,  necessary  to  subvert  the  existing  govern- 
ment of  the  republic,  would  not  willingly  treat  with  it  on  any  account,  and 
directed  all  its  efforts  to  its  overthrow.  Little  did  it  matter  whether  such  gov- 
ernment was  truly  national ;  that  the  whole  country  should  arm  in  its  defence ; 
that  there  should  not  be  a  single  village  for  the  traitors  and  for  intervention  : 
the  development  of  the  French  intrigues  required  as  preliminary  the  fall  of  the 
government  which  defended  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  Mexico,  and 
that  measure  must  be  carried  at  any  cost,  by  trampling  under  foot  whatever  is  most 
sacred  on  earth,  calumniating,  deceiving,  bribing,  violating  military  conventions, 
and  even  the  treaty  itself,  in  virtue  of  which  the  expedition  had  set  forth. 
Although  England  had  also  desired  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy,  they, 
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notwithstanding,  did  not  wish  to  impose  it  by  force.  No  one  will  believe  that 
the  governments  of  London  and  Maarid  would  become  champions  of  democracy 
in  Mexico,  much  less  that  they  would  think  of  using  their  physical  support  and 
moral  influence  to  sustain  in  power,  against  the  wishes  of  France  and  of  the 
Mexican  people,  an  administraticm  of  which  the  government  of  Spain  had  com- 
plained so  bitterly,  and  against  which  she  had,  by  reason  of  false  representa- 
tions, a  hatred  which  was  equal  only  to  that  professed  by  the  cabinet  of  the 
Tuilleries.  But  England,  as  well  as  Spain,  had  entered  on  the  expedition  in  good 
faith ;  they  desired  the  result  might  be  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy,  if  the 
people  of  Mexico  desired  this  to  be ;  but  they  did  not  purjiose,  like  France,  to 
compel  her  by  force  to  accept  that  form  of  government.  When  the  agents  of 
Spain  and  England  reached  Mexico,  and  saw  that  none  of  the  partisans  of  mon- 
archy presented  themselves,  they  could  no  less  than  begin  to  doubt  of  this 
phrenetic  desire  for  a  king,  with  which,  it  was  supposed  in  Europe,  the  Mexican 
people  were  possessed,  l^he  commissioners  who,  like  General  Prim,  did  not 
understand  the  state  of  the  country,  asked  those  who  asserted  that  monarchy 
would  be  established  with  ease,  what  was  the  cause  of  the  inaction  of  the  mon- 
archists, and  received  answer  that  it  was  because  no  one  wished  to  expose  him- 
self to  going  to  Vera  Cruz,  as  well  because  the  communications  were  interrupted, 
as  because  of  the  unhealthy  climate  on  the  coast.  Scarcely,  however,  had  the 
allies  left  Vera  Cruz,  when  they  extended  considerably  the  circle  of  their  action ; 
they  penetrated  to  the  heart  of  the  country,  keeping  open  the  communications 
in  all  directions,  sending  commissioners  even  to  the  capital  of  the  republic,  and 
as  little  did  they  see  of  the  partisans  of  monarchy,  with  the  exception  of  some 
few  emigrants,  who  could  not  be  of  any  other  quarter,  and  adopted  that  plan  as 
the  only  one  which  might  caiTy  them  into  power,  which  they  had  previously 
usurped,  and  from  which  they  had  been  thrust  out  by  the  people  of  their  cx)untry. 
The  commissioners,  sustainers  of  monarchy,  then  said  that  the  fear  of  incur- 
ring the  penalties  decreed  by  the  Mexican  government,  was  what  caused  the 
monarchists  to  remain  inactive.  They,  however,  became  convinced  afterwards 
that  this  pretence  was  absurd,  because  proscription  by  an  oppressive  and  hated 
minority  could  have  no  other  effect  than  to  exasperate  the  majority  the  more, 
and  cause  it  to  rally  more  strongly ;  and  they  sought  the  no  less  absurd  excuse 
given  by  Admiral  Jurien  at  the  conference  at  Orizaba,  on  the  9th  of  April,  at 
which  he  said : 

"  That  majority  exists,  but  takes  good  care  not  to  let  itself  be  known,  or 
manifest  its  opinions,  because  it  had  reason  to  suppose  the  allied  commissioners 
were  hostile  to  it." 

To  this  intimation,  which  referred  directly  to  the  Spanish  commissioner.  Gen- 
eral Prim  answered  what  follows,  as  may  be  read  in  ihe  protocol  of  that  confer- 
ence : 

"The  Count  de  Reus  replied  that  there  were  no  reasons  to  suppose  such 
hostility  on  their  part ;  that  at  the  Havana  he  had  declared  to  General  Miramon,  to 
Padre  Miranda,  and  to  an  accredited  agent  of  Marquez,  and  of  Zuloaga,  his  inten- 
tion to  treat  with  the  government  esUiblished  in  Mexico,  and  not  with  the  gue- 
rillas. He  also  plainly  told  them  that  it  was  with  them  to  enter  Mexico  promptly 
and  constitute  a  government,  in  which  case  he  would  enter  into  negotiation  with 
it.  'J'his  would  have  been  easy  to  them,  because  at  that  season  all  the  force  of 
President  Juarez  waa  about  the  coast  at  Vera  Cruz." 

The  Spanish  troops  afterwards  withdrew,  and  with  them  General  Prim,  who 
was  supposed  to  be  opposed  to  the  monarchical  project.  The  French  commis- 
sioners alone  remained,  of  M'hosc  adhesion  to  that  plan  certainly  no  one  could 
doubt,  and  yet  the  monarchists  did  not  rise  up  any  more  than  tbe  oppressed. 

The  commissioners  of  Spain  and  England,  seeing,  therefoi-e,  that  neither  the 
invitation  to  rebellion  which  the  allies  had  made  to  the  Mexican  people,  nor 
t  heir  having  penetrated  into  the  interior,  was  sufficient  to  rouse  those  affected 
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towards  a  monarchy,  or  the  oppressed,  so  that  the  existing  government  might 
fall ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  this  acquired  daily  more  strength  and  vigor,  was 
obeyed  by  all  parties,  raised  armies,  and  had  kept  the  allies  at  bay  for  more  than 
two  months  in  an  unwholesome  region  ;  and  shutting  them  off  from  communica- 
tion with  the  interior,  they  could  do  no  less  than  acknowledge  that  the  Mexican 
people  had  not  dreamed  of  a  monarchy,  and  that  the  acclimation  of  such  form 
of  government  was  impossible  in  those  regions.  Convinced,  also,  that  the  actual 
government  was  truly  national,  and  finding  themselves  under  the  necessity, 
through  the  incomprehensible  want  of  foresight  of  their  government,  to  enter 
into  negotiations  with  it,  they  desired  not  to  be  wanting  to  honor,  to  act  justly, 
and  not  to  involve  themselves,  like  the  French,  in  treasonable  acts  against  the 
government  they  had  acknowledged,  and  bringing  about  its  downfall  at  the  same 
time  they  were  treating  with  it. 

To  any  impartial  party  who  can  judge  what  passed  in  good  faith,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  avoid  admitting  that  the  Mexican  people  do  not  wish  to  change  its  insti- 
tutions. The  declarations  of  the  representatives  themselves  of  the  allied  powers, 
who  were  so  anxious  about  establishing  a  monarchy,  are  conclusive.  Sir 
Charles  Wyke  said  to  Lord  Russell,  in  a  despatch  of  March  1,  1862,  (No.  77 
of  2d  part  of  the  British  correspondence :)  >. 

**  Your  lordship  also  mentions  the  rumor,  apparently  common  in  Europe,  that 
the  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian  will  be  invited  by  a  large  body  of  Mexi- 
cans to  place  himself  on  the  throne  of  Mexico,  and  that  this  people  will  gladly 
hail  such  a  change.     There  never  was  a  greater  fallacy  than  this." 

Commodore  Dunlop  wrote  to  Vice- Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne,  in  his  communica- 
tion of  the  4th  of  March,  1862,  (annex  1  to  No.  88 :) 

"  With  reference  to  a  letter  to  you  from  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty,  relative 
to  a  large  party  in  Mexico  being  in  favor  of  a  monarchical  form  of  government, 
and  that  there  is  an  intention  of  calling  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian  to 
the  throne,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  subject  having  been  men- 
tioned to  me  by  Vice-Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere,  when  I  first  met  him  at 
Havana,  I  have  taken  every  means  in  my  power  to  ascertain  whether  there  are 
any  good  grounds  for  supposing  that  any  influential  party  in  Mexico  is  in  favor 
of  a  monarchy,  and  the  iiiformatiou  I  have  obtained  from  the  best  sources  within 
my  reach  leads  me  to  suppose  that  the  only  party  in  Mexico  at  all  in  favor  of  a 
monarchy  is  the  church  party,  and  that  merely  because  it  sees  no  other  prospect 
whatever  of  regaining  influence  over  the  Mexican  people." 

**  The  church  party  embraces  all  that  is  bigoted  and  fanatical  in  the  country, 
and  is  therefore  retrogressive  in  policy,  and  at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
age,  and  it  is  detested  by  a  great  majority  of  the  people,  who  are  in  favor  of  a 
liberal  policy.*'        •  *  *  **  *  *  * 

"  But  as  the  question  is  not  what  is  best  for  Mexico,  but  what  are  the  wishes 
of  the  Mexican  people,  I  fear  that  the  answer  must  be  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
intelligent  population  are  in  favor  of  republican  institutions." 

Lord  Russell  wrote  to  Lord  Cowley,  in  a  despatch  of  April  12, 1862,  (No.  93:) 

"  The  Spanish  minister,  Senor  Gonzalez,  who  has  lately  arrived,  tells  me  that 
the  Spanish  government  wish  to  respect  the  wishes  of  the  Mexicans,  whatever 
they  may  be.  He  believed  that  a  monarchical  party  in  Mexico  scarcely  existed ; 
he  had  seen  a  letter  from  Vera  Cruz,  when  he  was  passing  through  Paris,  which 
affirmed  that  Almonte  had  not  been  joined  by  any  one,  and  that,  as  for  the 
archduke,  he  was  not  spoken  of  at  all.'' 

**  He  admitted  that  the  Mexican  emigrants  at  Paris  believed  in  the  possibility 
of  a  monarchy ;  but  it  was,  he  said,  altogether  an  illusion,  and  had  no  root  in 
the  attachments  or  ideas  of  the  Mexican  people.'' 

The  charge  d'affaires  of  Spain  at  Paris  said  to  M.  Thouvenel  what,  in  a  de- 
spatch of  April  9, 1862,  (No.  101  of  the  Spanish  documents,)  he  communicated 
to  M.  Calderon  Collantes  in  these  terms  : 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 18 
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'*  In  the  course  of  conversation,  and  sustaining  myself  on  a  letter  whicli  a  few 
days  since  I  received  from  the  captain  general  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  I  said  to 
the  minister  that  the  Mexicans  who  were  at  Paris  had  been  very  inexact  in  their 
intelligence,  as  they  pretended  that  there  was  a  considerable  monarchical  party 
in  Mexico  that  would  declare  itself  such  as  soon  as  the  allies  should  arrive,  and 
that,  notwithstanding,  it  had  not  up  to  this  time  given  any  signs  of  life.  M. 
Thouvenel  received  my  remark  at  once  by  saying  he  was  persuaded  it  was  a 
just  one."  *  *  *  *  *  *•  • 

M,  Calderon  CoUantes  wrote  to  General  Prim,  in  a  despatch  of  April  22, 
(No.  106:) 

'*  It  is  unquestionable  that  the  Mexicans  resident  in  that  capital  (Paris)  have 
exaggerated  the  monarchical  tendencies  of  their  countrymen." 

General  Prim  said  to  M.  Calderon  CoUantes,  in  a  despatch  of  March  29,  (No. 
107,)  as  follows : 

**  Desirous  to  operate  likewifee  on  the  mind  of  General  Count  Lorencez,  I  had 
with  him,  on  his  way  to  Orizaba,  a  long  interview.  I  assured  him,  not  without 
adducing  evident  proofs,  that  there  were  not  existing  in  the  country  sympathies 
with  the  monarchical  system,  and  that  neither  the  candidature  of  Prince  Maxi- 
millian  will  ever  be  adopted,  how  much  soever  the  men  who,  at  any  hazard,  and 
through  whatever  means,  sought  to  regain  in  Mexico  the  influence  they  had  lost, 
may  assert  the  contrary.  My  reasoning  struck  him  forcibly,  and  he  stated  to 
me  that  the  intelligence  he  had  received,  and  which  had  reached  the  imperial 
government  was  very  different,  as  it  gave  for  certain  the  existence  of  a  great 
monarchical  party  in  Mexico."  *#•#»• 

The  same  general  said  to  his  government  on  the  4th  April,  (No.  108,)  refer- 
ring to  the  plan  of  **  pronunciamento  "  of  Almonte,  published  by  the  Mexican 
government : 

*<  Besides  the  said  correspondence  being  clear  proof  that  the  plan  of  M.  Al- 
monte does  not  pass  beyond  being  a  project  for  conspiracy,  lightly  conceived, 
and  for  which  all  is  to  be  prepared,  the  fact  that  Uie  very  persons  to  whom 
the  general  addressed  himself,  and  on  whose  sympathies  he  reckoned,  were 
those  who  accused  him  to  the  government,  demonstrates  that  there  is  not  in  the 
country  a  base  on  which  to  found  the  rule  of  the  leader  of  this  poorly-contrived 
plot,  much  less  of  that  dream  of  monarchy  which  has  so  extemporaneously  come 
to  paralyze  the  onward  march  of  our  undertaking." 

In  the  letter  which  General  Prim  wrote  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French  on  the 
17th  March,  1862,  (annex  to  my  note  to  the  department  of  18th  June  last,)  in 
reply  to  an  autograph  which  his  Imperial  Majesty  addressed  to  him,  may  be 
read  the  following  passages  : 

*  *  "  But  the  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz  of  General  Almonte,  of  the  ex-minister 
Haro,  of  Padre  Miranda,  and  of  other  emigrant  Mexicans,  bringing  with  them  the 
idea  of  creating  a  monarchy  in  favor  of  Prince  Maximilian,  of  Austria,  a  standard 
which,  according  to  them,  would  be  supported  and  sustained  by  the  forces  of 
your  Imperial  Majesty,  is  going  to  create  a  situation  difficult  for  all."     *     •     • 

"  Moreover,  sire,  I  entertain  the  deep  conviction  that  in  this  country  are  very 
few  men  of  monarchical  opinions."  *  *  *  «« Monarchy,  therefore,  has  not 
left  in  this  country  either  the  immense  interests  of  a  secular  nobility,  *  •  • 
nor  moral  interest,  nor  anything  that  can  render  desirable  to  the  present  genera- 
tion the  re-establishment  of  monarchy,  which  it  did  not  understand,  and  which 
nothing  nor  anybody  has  t-aught  it  to  wish  for  or  to  respect."    *      •      •     *     • 

"  From  what  has  been  said,  and  for  other  reasons  that  cannot  be  concealed  from 
the  deep  penetration  of  your  Imperial  Majesty,  you  will  understand  that  the  opin- 
ion, almost  universal  in  this  country,  is  not,  nor  can  it  be,  monarchical;  but  if  logic 
does  not  suffice  to  demonstrate  this,  the  fact  will,  that  during  two  months,  wlule 
the  allied  banners  waved  over  the  fortress  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  now,  when  we 
occupy  the  important  towns  of  Cordova,  Orizaba,  and  Tehuacan,  at  which  no 
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Mexican  forces  remain,  nor  anj,  except  the  civil  authorities,  neither  monarchisttf 
nor  conservatives  have  made  the  least  demonstration,  even  to  let  the  allies  see 
that  such  partisans  exist." 

"Far  be  it  from  me,  sire,  to  suppose,  even,  that* your  Imperial  Majesty's 

power  is  not  sufficient  to  erect  a  throne  in  Mexico  for  the  house  of  Austria."" 

•  •••••••• 

"  It  would  be  very  easy  for  your  Majesty  to  conduct  Prince  MaximiUan  to- 
the  capital,  and  to  crown  him  king;  but  this  king  will  not  find  in  the  country 
other  support  than  that  of  the  conservative  leaders,  who  never  thought  of 
establishing  monarchy  when  they  were  in  power ;  and  think  of  it  now  that  they 
are  scattered,  conquered,  and  exiled." 

"  Some  rich  men  also  would  receive  a  foreign  monarch,  coming  protected  by 
your  Majesty's  soldiery ;  but  they  would  do  nothing  to  sustain  him  when  this 
support  should  be  withdrawn,  and  the  monarch  would  fall  from  the  throne  ele- 
vated by  your  Majesty,  as  other  potentates  of  the  earth  will  fall  on  the  day  when 
your  Imperial  Majesty's  mantle  shall  cease  to  shelter  and  shield  them."      *     • 

"  But  the  leaders  of  the  conservative  party  who  have  come  to  Vera  Cruz  say 
it  will  be  sufficient  to  consult  the  higher  classes  of  society,  without  troubling  one- 
self about  the  rest,  and  this  agitates  the  public  mind,  by  inspiring  fears  that  the 
national  will  may  be  coerced  and  violated." 

Admiral  Jurien  himself  admitted  that  the  majority  of  the  country  was  opposed 
to  monarchy,  when  he  said,  in  the  letter  which  he  wrote  to  General  Prim  on  the 
20th  March,  (annex  1  to  No.  107  of  the  Spanish  documents :) 

"  I  have  always  been  disposed  to  acknowledge,  with  you,  that  here  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  avoid  embracing,  in  too  open  a  manner,  the  cause  of  the  party  which 
constitutes  the  minority,  and  which  has  against  it  the  opinion  of  the  country  gen- 
erally. But,  at  the  same  time,  I  have  not  omitted  to  manifest  to  you  as  much 
in  detail  as  occasion  has  offered,  the  nature  of  the  counsels  which  I  would  give 
to  all  parties  which  divide  Mexico.  The  establishing  of  a  monarchical  gov- 
ernment has  always  seemed  to  me  the  only  means  of  putting  an  end  to  the  dis- 
sensions which  have  made  this  unfortunate  people  a  cause  of  scandal  to  Europe." 

The  reputation  of  the  admiral  cannot  but  suffer  considerably  when  we  see 
that,  twenty  days  afterwards,  he  declared,  at  the  conference  at  Orizaba,  that 
there  was  a  majority  of  oppressed  people  ready  to  rise  on  the  day  when  they 
could  freely  express  their  sentiments ;  and  that  in  the  proclamation  which, 
jointly  with  M.  Saligny,  he  addressed  to  the  Mexican  people  on  the  9th  April, 
he  should  assert  that  such  oppressed  majority  consisted  of  nine-tenths  of  the 
population. 

After  so  many  and  so  diverse  declarations,  all  irrefragable  and  uniform,  it  i» 
impossible  to  explain  how  it  could  happen  that  M.  Wagner,  minister  of  Prussia, 
in  Mexico,  should  write  to  M.  Saligny,  saying  to  him  that  the  idea  of  estab> 
lishing  a  monarchy  under  a  foreign  prince  gained  ground  rapidly  in  Mexico,, 
which  news  M.  Thouvenel  communicated  to  Lord  Cowley  on  the  5th  March. — 
(No.  47  of  the  second  part  of  the  British  correspondence.) 

The  French  government  really  believed,  or  seemed  to  believe,  the  representa- 
tions of  the  emigrating  Mexicans,  resident  in  Paris,  respecting  the  anxiety  felt 
by  the  people  of  Mexico  to  have  a  king ;  but,  in  fact,  it  blindly  believed  that 
the  presence  of  the  allied  forces  in  the  Mexican  territory  was  sufficient  to  attain 
that  object,  and  gave  its  agents  instructions  of  such  nature  as  were  equivalent  to 
an  express  order  to  establish  that  form  of  government,  doing  so,  notwithstanding, 
in  such  manner  that,  in  bringing  it  about,  they  should  appear  only  to  be  fulfil- 
ling the  wishes  of  the  Mexican  people. 

So  notorious  was  it,  that  the  French  expedition  had  no  other  purpose ;  that 
the  officers  who  composed  it  declared  publicly,  in  Paris,  that  they  were  going  to 
place  the  Archduke  Maximilian  on  the  throne  of  Mexico.     Lord  Cowley  heard 
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these  rumors  so  often,  and  from  so  many  sources,  that  he  thought  it  necessary 
to  ask  M.  Thouvenel  if  such  a  project  was  true. — (No.  119  of  the  first  part  of 
the  British  correspondence.)  The  answer  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of 
France  was  conditionally  negative.  He  did  not  deny  that  there  were  negotia- 
tions with  the  court  of  Vienna ;  but  said  they  were  between  that  court  and 
Mexicans,  who  had  come  for  that  purpose. 

The  court  of  Vienna,  notwithstanding  it  is  the  most  immediately  concerned 
in  the  business,  does  not  seem  to  be  so  easily  convinced  as  that  of  Paris  of  the 
feverish  enthusiasm  which  the  Mexicans  entertain  to  make  the  Archduke  Maxi- 
milian their  king.  Lord  Bloomfield  said  to  Earl  Russell,  in  a  despatch  from 
Vienna  dated  February  6,  1862,  (No.  9  of  second  part  of  the  British  corre- 
spondence:) 

"  The  Mexican  emigrants  at  Paris  appear  to  have  been  the  originators  of  the 
present  project,  and  also  of  the  one  made  to  the  Austrian  government  in  the  year 
1846;  and  I  do  not  apprehend  that  much  value  is  attached  here  to  their  opinions, 
or  that  they  are  considered  as  fairly  representing  those  of  the  present  day ;  and  I 
may  observe  that  I  believe  the  Austrian  government  would  certainly  object  to 
the  election  of  the  archduke,  unless  they  were  assured  that  his  imperial  highness 
had  really  been  called  to  Mexico  by  the  unanimous  feeling  of  the  population." 

The  English  government,  which  in  this  affair  has  given  proofs  of  more  tact 
and  more  sound  judgment  than  the  imperial,  gave  as  little  credit  to  the  Mexican 
emigrants.  Lord  Russell  said  to  Lord  Bloomfield,  in  a  despatch  of  13th  of  Feb- 
ruary, (No.  10:)  "This  class  of  people  (the  emigrants)  are  notorious  for  un- 
founded calculation  of  the  strength  of  their  partisans  in  their  native  country, 
and  for  the  extravagance  of  their  expectations  of  support." 

Eari  Russell  wrote  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  the  30th  of  April,  1862,  (No.  110:) 

**  The  difference  which  has  arisen  between  the  French  government  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  British  and  Spanish  governments  on  the  other,  is  greatly  to  be 
deplored ;  yet  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  it  is  a  difference  rather  as  to  facts  than 
as  to  principle.  The  French  ambassador,  by  order  of  his  government,  signed 
most  willingly  the  convention  of  the  3l8t  of  October,  by  which  the  allies  pledge 
themselves  not  to  interfere  with  the  right  of  the  people  of  Mexico  to  choose 
their  own  form  of  government.  But  the  Emperor  and  his  government  appear 
to  be  persuaded  that  the  name  of  Ferdinand  Maximilian,  put  forward  by  Gen- 
eral Almonte,  will  produce  a  general  burst  of  enthusiasm  in  Mexico,  and  a 
universal  adhesion  to  that  prince  in  the  provinces." 

This  also  shows  that  the  French  government  had  not  thought  of  submitting 
the  question  of  monarchy  to  the  votes  of  the  people,  but  that  it  would  sustain 
it,  being  sought  by  Almonte  and  a  few  others  who  would  aver  that  the  nation 
would  look  with  pleasure  on  such  a  change. 

In  the  letter  referred  to  from  Admiral  Jurien  to  General  Prim,  of  the  20th  of 
March,  in  which  the  first  declares  that  it  was  necessary  not  to  embrace  too 
openly  the  cause  of  the  minority,  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  only  remedy  for 
the  ills  of  Mexico  was  in  the  establishment  of  the  monarchy,  he  added :  "  In 
order  to  arrive  at  this  end,  I  have  thought  the  ways  of  conciliation  were  the 
best.   This  is  the  reason  why  I  hastened  to  sign  the  convention  of  La  Soledad." 

If  yet,  after  having  read  the  foregoing,  it  were  possible  still  to  have  any 
doubts  respecting  the  plans  of  the  imperial  government  and  the  instructiona 
given  to  their  agents,  it  would  suffice  to  dissipate  them  to  read  the  following 
passage  of  a  despatch  which  General  Prim  addressed  to  M.  Galderon  Collantes 
the  29th  of  March,  1862,  (No.  107  of  the  Spanish  documents:) 

"  At  our  conference  at  Tehuacan,  M.  Jurien  sustained  me  in  that  the  three  allied 
governments  were  of  accord  as  to  the  candidature  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian 
and  that  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  as  well  as  myself,  would  very  shortly  receive  decided 
orders  to  fall  in  with  the  French  plans.  I  in  vain  showed  him  that  I  had  abso- 
ute  proof  that  such  were  not  the  views  of  the  Spanish  government,  whose  fixed 
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pnrpose  it  is  not  to  depart  one  jot  from  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  London.. 
I  could  not  remove  his  error." 

When  the  British  government,  which  that  of  France  had  addressed  on  the 
establishment  of  a  monarchy  in  Mexico,  with  the  Archduke  Maximilian  as  king, 
as  a  desirable  thing  in  case  of  being  acceptable  to  the  nation,  it  knew  that  the- 
Emperor  had  resolved  to  impose  it  by  force,  and  was  alarmed  on  perceiving  that 
the  expedition  was  taking  a  turn  in  diametric  opposition  to  the  intentions  and 
declarations  of  Great  Britain  in  signing  the  treaty  of  alliance ;  and  apprehensive 
that  Spain  might  act  in  accord  with  France,  which  very  likely  might  be  inferred 
from  the  representations  made  by  the  French  government  to  the  British  cabinet, 
it  sought  to  ascertain  the  fact,  for  which  purpose  Lord  Russell  addressed  a 
despatch  on  the  23d  of  January,  1862,  (No.  118  of  the  first  part  of  the  British 
correspondence,)  to  Sir  John  Crampton,  in  which  ho  said:  "I  wish  you  to  read 
to  Marshal  O'Donnell  and  M.  Calderon  Collantes  the  preamble  and  the  article 
of  our  convention  which  define  what  our  intervention  is  intended  to  do,  and 
what  it  is  not  intended  to  do."  *' You  will  point  out  that  the  allied  forces  are  not 
to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  the  Mexicans  of  their  undoubted  right 
of  choosing  their  own  form  of  government.  *  •  *  If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
troops  of  foreign  powers  are  to  be  used  to  set  up  a  government  repugnant  to  the 
sentiments  of  Mexico,  and  to  support  it  by  military  force,  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment could  expect  no  other  result  from  such  an  attempt  than  discord  and  dis- 
appointment." *•*•*•• 

Sir  John  Crampton  communicated  the  foregoing  despatch  to  General  O'Don- 
nell  and  to  M.  Calderon  Collantes,  and  both  told  him  that  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment was  of  precisely  the  like  opinion  with  that  of  England ;  that  it  understood 
the  convention  of  London  in  the  same  manner,  and  was  disposed  to  carry  it  out 
in  the  strictest  way. 

Sir  John  Crampton,  relating  to  Earl  Russell  his  interview  with  General  0*Don- 
nell,  in  his  despatch  of  30th  January,  1862,  (No.  4  of  part  second,)  said  to  him: 

"To  what  design  of  using  the  allied  troops  *to  set  up  a  government  re- 
pugnant to  the  sentiments  of  Mexico'  allusion  was  made  in  your  lordship's 
despatch,  he  was  therefore  at  a  loss  to  understand.  If  it  was  a  plan  which  he 
had  been  informed  was  agitated  by  some  persons,  he  meant  that  of  establishing 
a  monarchy  in  Mexico  under  an  Austrian  archduke,  he  could  only  say  that  no 
such  plan  had  been  originated  or  entertained  by  the  Spanish  government,  nor 
had  any  communication  of  its  existence  in  the  quarter  alluded  to  been  ever 
made  to  them,  either  at  Paris  or  Madrid.  He  would  go  further,  and  tell  me  un- 
reservedly that  were  such  a  plan  to  be  proposed  to  him,  it  would  be  met  with 
his  decided  disapproval." 

General  O'Donnell,  who,  on  another  occasion,  (the  13th  of  September,  1861,) 
had  said  to  Sir  John  Crampton  that  he-  considered  as  very  chimerical  the  plan 
of  establishing  a  constitutional  monarchy  in  Mexico  by  means  of  foreign  inter- 
vention, (No.  26  of  the  first  part,)  now  said  to  the  British  minister,  with  a 
consistency  somewhat  remarkable,  that  although  he  was  neither  prince  nor  arch- 
duke, if  the  throne  of  Mexico  should  be  offered  to  him  he  would  not  accept  it. 

The  despatch  of  Lord  Russell  to  Sir  John  Crampton,  of  the  23d  January, 
1862,  made  known  to  the  Spanish  government  that  the  British  cabinet  was  not 
of  accord  with  that  of.  Paris  on  the  subject  of  forcing  an  Austrian  monarch  on 
Mexico.  M.  Calderon  Collantes,  desirous  to  be  sure  of  what  the  despatch  of 
Lord  Russell  said,  sent  for  Sir  John  Crampton  on  the  31st  January,  and  asked 
him  if  any  communication  had  been  exchanged  on  the  subject  of  a  monarchy  in 
Mexico  between  the  British  government  and  the  cabinet  of  the  Tuilleries ;  to 
which  Sir  John  Crampton  replied,  that  he  knew  nothing  about  it,  with  excep- 
tion of  the  explanations  given  by  the  imperial  government  to  account  for  the 
increase  of  its  force  in  Mexico.  M.  Calderon  Collantes  said,  besides,  (No.  6,)  that 
the  Spanish  government,  having  renounced  all  idea  of  conquest,  or  of  separate 


278  PRESENT   CONDITION   OF     MEXICO. 

advantage  from  the  expedition  to  Mexico,  and  having  no  desire  to  establish  a 
monarchy  there  for  a  Spanish  prince,  Mdshed  to  be  assured  that  there  would  not 
be  proposed  from  any  other  quarter  any  candidate  for  monarchy  in  Mexico.  On 
the  4th  February  Sir  John  Crampton  had  another  interview  with  General 
O'Donnell,  and  informed  him  (No.  8)  that  the  French  government  had  not  made 
any  proposition  to  the  British  in  relation  to  the  candidature  of  the  archduke  of 
Austria  for  the  throne  of  Mexico,  and  that  it  had  only  inquired  whether,  in  case 
the  Mexican  people  should  choose  the  archduke  as  their  king,  the  British  gov- 
ernment would  oppose  such  an  arrangement. 

M.  Calderon  Collantes,  with  the  assurance  that  the  British  government  was 
not  in  accord  with  the  Emperor  in  the  matter  of  the  monarchy,  was  more  ex- 
plicit on  the  point,  and  wrote  to  Senor  Isturiz  the  1st  February,  1862,  (No.  69 
of  the  Spanish  documents,)  referring  tx)  the  despatch  of  Lord  Russell  of  the  23d 
January,  and  the  conferences  he  had  had  with  Sir  John  Crampton,  as  follows : 

"None  can  be  more  jealous  than  the  Queen's  government  concerning  the 
independence  and  liberty  of  that  people  (that  of  Mexico,)  although  the  treaty  (of 
London)  had  not  set  limits  to  the  objects  of  the  joint  action  the  government  of 
the  Queen  would  have  prescribed  them  before  proceeding  to  active  measures 
against  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  if  the  clauses  of  the  treaty  should  not  have 
been  in  accordance  with  them,  would  not  have  accepted  it.  Its  desire  and  trust 
is  that  the  three  governments  may  persist  in  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  it,  without 
deviating  from  it  directly  or  indirectly."  "  On  this  point  its  delicacy  reaches  the 
extreme  of  believing  that  the  official  manifestation  of  a  wish  might  have  suffi- 
cient influence  on  the  minds  of  Mexicans  to  turn  them  from  the  path  they  may 
have  purposed  to  take.  For  this  reason,  her  Majesty's  government  has  con- 
stantly confined  itself  to  manifesting  its  wishes  that  a  solid  and  durable  govern- 
ment may  be  established  in  that  country,  but  without  determining  the  form  it 
ought  to  take,  and  much  less  the  chief  who  should  be  placed  at  its  head."      *     • 

"  If,  through  the  course  of  events,  the  treaty  should  suffer  the  least  modification, 
such  would  have  to  be  the  subject  of  new  agreements  between  the  governments 
who  signed  it,  and  would  be  very  necessary  if  any  should  think  of  imposing  on 
the  Mexican  people  a  government  repugnant  to  their  sentiments  "   ♦     •     •     • 

On  the  27th  February  Senor  Isturiz  read  the  foregoing  despatch  to  Earl 
Kussell,  and  in  reporting  to  his  government  of  the  conference  which  he  for  that 
purpose,  he  said  in  his  despatch  of  28th  February,  (No.  77:) 

"  As  in  the  course  of  conversation.  Lord  Russell  asked  me  what  my  govern- 
ment thought,"  I  answered,  "  It  thinks  of  observing  strictly  the  letter  and  the 
spirit  of  the  treaty  of  the  31st  October,  leaving  the  Mexicans  in  every  way  at 
liberty  to  make  for  themselves  the  government  which  may  suit  them  ;  but  that  in 
case  of  choosing  a  monarchy,  it  should  be  thought  convenient  that  any  of  the 
three  powers  should  initiate  a  candidate  for  the  throne,  Spain  would  reserve 
to  herself  the  right  also  to  present  her  choice." 

Lord  Russell  wrote  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke  on  the  19th  April,  1862,  (No.  97 
of  2d  part  of  the  British  correspondence :)  "  If  Mexico  were  spontaneously  to 
proclaim  a  monarchy,  her  Majesty's  government  would  recognize  a  government 
which  would  thus  become  regular  and  legitimate.  But  failing  such  a  demon- 
stration in  Mexico,  her  Majesty's  government  are  quite  ready  to  negotiate  with 
the  existing  authority,  which  seems  to  have  the  assent  and  support  of  the 
Mexican  people." 

Thus,  therefore,  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy  was  the  principal  point  of 
discordance  between  the  allied  powers,  and  was  that  which  occasioned  the  rup- 
ture of  the  commissioners  at  Orizaba. 

Before  looking  at  the  manner  in  which  this  rapture  took  place,  I  must  speak 
of  another  incident  which  shows  clearly  the  want  of  steadfastness  of  the  allied 
governments,  and  the  unworthy  conduct  of  some  of  their  agents  in  Mexico.  The 
customs  at  Vera  Craz,  the  returns  from  which  were  greatly  exaggerated  in  En- 
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pope,  had  become  b  cause  of  constant  cupidity  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  Euro- 
pean govemments,  creditors  of  Mexico,  who  thought  the  possession  of  that  cus- 
tom-house would  place  them  in  position  to  pay  themselves  with  their  own  hands, 
in  a  short  time,  immense  claims,  without  the  necessity  for  submitting  them  to  the 
examination  and  approval  of  a  mixed  commission ;  and  the  plan  originally  con- 
ceived by  the  British  government  had  been,  to  occupy  the  custom-houses  only, 
and  to  pay  herself  from  its  returns.  M.  Thouvenel  took  good  care  to  forewarn 
Admiral  Jurien,  in  the  instructions  which  he  gave  him  on  tne  11th  of  November, 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  product  of  the  Mexican  custom-houses  should  be 
distributed. 

In  this  point,  as  in  many  others,  the  allies  suffered  cruel  disappointments. 
The  custom-house  of  Vera  Cruz  had  been  occupied  by  the  Spanish  forces  from 
the  17th  of  December,  1861 ;  and  on  the  25th  of  January,  1862,  General  Prim 
said,  at  the  fifth  conference  which  the  allied  commissioners  held  at  Vera  Cruz  at 
tiie  date  quoted,  (annex  2  to  No.  85  of  the  Spanish  documents,)  what  follows, 
which  appears  on  the  minutes  of  said  conference : 

"  Senor  Marquez  de  los  Castillejos  states  to  his  colleagues  that  up  to  the  date, 
despite  the  fact  that  the  duties  on  merchandise  despatched  from  the  maritime 
custom-house  at  Vera  Cruz  amounted  to  a  considerable  sum,  it  had  not  been 
possible  to  collect  any  amount  of  specie,  because  the  merchants,  principally 
Germans,  allege  that  the  absolute  want  of  specie  currency  makes  it  impossible 
for  them  to  satisfy  at  present  the  duties  on  the  merchandise  they  import.  The 
marquis  makes  known  that  the  collector  of  the  customs,  desiring  to  hit  upon 
some  mode  of  reconciling  the  interests  of  trade  with  the  necessity  for  retaining, 
at  least,  funds  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses  of  administration,  called  together 
Bome  days  since  the  heads  of  the  principal  trading  houses  in  the  place ;  but  to  all 
the  representations  that  functionary  made,  in  order  to  convince  them  that  they 
should  pav,  at  least,  a  part  of  the  duties  in  cash,  these  gentlemen  answered,  'that 
they  could  not  pay  except  by  bills  on  Mexico.*  "         *  •  •  • 

"All  the  commissioneis  agreed  that  the  embarrassments  in  the  way  of  making 
effective  the  collection  of  the  duties  at  the  custom-houses  had  not  been  foreseen 
by  the  allied  governments.  The  idea  that  the  custom-houses  being  once  in  the 
hands  of  the  allied  forces,  it  would  be  easy  to  collect  from  their  product  the  amount 
of  the  foreign  claims,  seems  very  simple  in  execution  and  very  well  founded,  but 
the  obstacles  which  from  the  first  instant  present  themselves  make  it  plain  that 
plan  is  very  good  in  theory,  but  not  very  applicable  to  the  especial  circumstances 
in  this  country." 

General  Prim,  speaking  to  his  government  on  this  business,  said  to  M.  Cal- 
deron  Collantes,  in  a  despatch  of  30th  January,  1862,  (No.  85,)  as  follows : 

"  It  would  be  sufficient  for  the  Mexican  government  to  establish  custom-houses 
at  points  intermediate  between  the  ports  and  the  centres  of  consumption  to  shut 
up  at  every  point  the  inland  trade,  and  the  measure  of  occupying  the  coast 
would  be  wholly  inefficacious."  At  the  12th  conference  the  allied  commission- 
ers held  at  Vera  Cruz,  on  the  19th  February,  General  Prim  informed  his  col- 
leagues that  General  Doblado  had  asked  for  the  devolution  of  the  custom-house 
at  Vera  Cruz,  but  that  he  had  determined  not  to  resolve  this  question  by  him- 
self only ;  and  discussing  afterwards  whether  it  would  or  not  be  convenient  to 
accede  to  that  request,  he  said  what  appears  related  on  the  minutes  of  that  con- 
ference, (annex  2d  to  No.  97,)  in  this  form : 

"The  Count  de  Reus  showed  that  the  instructions  from  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment direct,  in  a  decided  manner,  the  occupation  of  the  custom-houses ;  but  on 
perceiving  the  inefficacy  of  such  occupation,  which  has,  so  far,  caused  to  the 
opanish  military  chest  a  disbursement  of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  he  considered 
himself  authorized  to  adopt  any  measure  that  would  not  give  negative  results." 
t  •  •  *  «4  The  minister  of  Great  Britain  thought  that  if  deputies  or  inter- 
ventors  from  the  three  nations  are  appointed,  with  power  to  give  a  fiscal  opera 


280  PRESENT   CONDITION   OF     MEXICO. 

tion  to  the  action  of  the  custom-houses,  the  allied  governments  could  not  but 
approve  such  a  taeasure,  which  would  be  found  in  every  way  adapted  to  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  of  London  " 

On  the  26th  February  General  Prim  received  a  communication  from  General 
Doblado,  accompanied  by  the  preliminaries  sanctioned  by  the  president,  and 
stating  to  him  that  the  Mexican  government  insisted  on  the  return  of  the  custom- 
house. General  Prim  gave  an  account  of  this  to  the  conference,  with  these 
documents,  and  an  agreement  was  had  which,  in  the  minute  of  the  14th  confer- 
ence, is  expressed  as  follows,  (anu.  4,  No.  97  :) 

"  The  Count  de  Reus  is  authorized  to  reply,  *  *  *  ^nd  that 
the  custom-house  of  Vera  Cruz  shall  be  delivered  up  to  the  Mexican  authori- 
ties, on  the  following  conditions  :  in  place  of  one  foreign  interventor,  three  shall 
be  appointed— one  for  each  of  the  allied  nations — and  their  duties  shall  be  ex- 
ercised by  the  respective  consuls.  In  place  of  applying  50  per  cent,  of  the 
product  of  the  customs  to  the  amortization  of  the  foreign  debt,  things  shall  be 
re-established  in  the  same  condition  and  state  in  which  they  were  before  the 
law  of  the  17th  July  last.  *  *  *  *  It  is  also  required  that  pro- 
visions and  other  effects  imported  for  the  use  of  the  forces  of  the  allies  be  ex- 
empted from  all  duty." 

This  General  Prim  communicated  to  General  Doblado  in  a  note  of  February 
26,  1862.— (Ann.  4,  No.  103.) 

This  determination,  however,  was  not  taken,  as  we  have  seen,  because  the 
allies  were  animated  by  friendly  sentiments  towards  the  Mexican  government, 
but  because  it  suited  their  own  interests  and  those  of  their  fellow-countrymen, 
respectively,  in  whose  favor  it  was  said  the  expedition  had  been  undertaken. 

The  consciousness  that  they  were  acting  illegally  and  unjustly  was  enter- 
tained by  the  allied  commissioners  themselves,  as  appears  by  the  following 
passage  in  a  despatch  which  Sir  Charles  Wyke  addressed  to  Earl  Russell,  the 
26th  February,  (No.  72  of  the  2d  part  of  the  British  correspondence,)  inform- 
ing him  of  what  had  occurred  at  the  thirteenth  conference  held  at  Vera  Cruz 
on  the  24th  of  the  same  February : 

'*  We  are  naturally  anxious  to  hand  over  the  custom-house  and  civil  adminis- 
tration of  the  town  to  the  Mexican  authorities,  if  we  can  do  so  on  terms  that 
will  duly  guarantee  the  protection  of  our  interests. 

"  The  present  interregnum  is  highly  objectionable  in  many  respects,  as  it 
compromises  the  legality  of  every  act  now  performed  here,  besides  crippling 
trade  and  diminishing  the  receipts  of  the  custom-house,  which  have  fallen  off 
considerably  since  the  occupation  of  this  place  by  the  allied  forces." 

On  the  2d  March  the  allied  commissioners  held  their  fifteenth  conference,  for 
the  purpose  of  delivering  the  custom-house  to  the  Mexican  government ;  and 
despite  their  engagement  to  deliver  it  under  the  conditions  they  had  imposed, 
and  which  had  been  accepted  by  the  Mexican  government,  they  refused  to  do 
so,  for  reasons  wholly  insufficient.  In  the  minute  of  that  conference  (amiex  5, 
No.  97,  of  the  Spanish  documents)  is  read  what  follows : 

"  The  English  minister  represents,  upon  reliable  intelligence,  that  the  Mexican 
government  is  carrying  into  effect  the  extraordinary  contribution  of  2 J  per  cent, 
on  capital ;  points  out  that  it  will  be  proper  to  say  to  the  government  that  the 
custom-house  would  not  be  delivered  up  until  the  commissioners  are  assured 
that  the  contribution  mentioned  would  not  be  exacted  from  subjects  of  the  allied 
nations.  The  minister  of  France  assents.  So  also  that  of  Spain ;  and  in  the 
end  the  delivery  of  the  custom-house  is  suspended,  and  it  is  agreed  to  send  a 
despatch  extraordinary  to  the  government." 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  relates,  in  a  despatch  of  27th  March,  (No.  103,  2d  part  of 
the  British  correspondence,)  the  continuation  and  end  of  this  negotiation. 
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"  Since  that  time  (what  was  agreed  at  the  fifteenth  meeting)  I  have  corre- 
sponded privately  with  Senor  Doblado  on  this  subject,  the  result  of  which 
correspondence  was  his  sending  down  here  the  ministers  of  finance  and  justice 
to  confer  with  General  Prim  and  myself  on  a  matter  which  threatened  to  bring 
aboDt  an  open  rupture  between  ourselves  and  the  government,  if  they  con- 
tinued a  line  of  conduct  so  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  our  respective  fellow- 
subjects." 

"  After  various  conversations  with  the  two  ministers,  in  which  they  obstinately 
maintained  the  right  of  their  governments  to  levy  whatever  taxes  they  chose  to 
impose,  they  finally  gave  way,  and  agreed  no  longer  to  persist  in  carrying  out 
a  measure  to  which  we  were  so  unanimously  opposed." 

"  As  soon  as  our  colleagues  come  up  from  Vera  Cruz  this  decision  will  be 
officially  communicated  to  them,  in  order  that  our  original  resolution  in  respect 
to  the  custom-house  may  be  carried  into  effect,  as  our  retaining  it  any  longer 
than  is  absolutely  necessary  only  results  in  the  most  serious  inconvenience  to 
the  whole  commercial  body." 

In  this  manner,  then,  the  allied  commissioners  rested,  without  delivering  the 
custom-house,  notwithstanding  their  formal  engagement. 

The  Mexican  government,  relymg  entirely  on  that,  had  permitted  the  depar- 
mre  of  carts  for  Vera  Cruz,  that  they  might  bring  up  merchandise  to  the  interior 
of  the  republic.  The  French  commissioners  took  possession  of  those  carts  and 
means  of  transportation,  and  made  use  of  them  afterwards  to  move  their  forces 
inland. 

The  Mexican  government,  wondering  that  what  had  been  promised  to  it  had 
not  been  fulfilled,  notified  the  allied  commissioners  that  if  they  did  not  deliver 
to  it  the  aforesaid  custom-house,  it  would  again  enforce  the  decree  which  pro- 
hibited commercial  intercourse  between  Vera  Cruz  and  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try, and  that  it  had  only  been  relaxed  in  virtue  of  the  promise  mentioned. 

At  the  same  time  General  Prim  received  news  that  in  the  city  of  Mexico  a 
forced  loan  of  $600,000  had  been  levied  on  six  commercial  houses,  three  of  which 
were  Spanish,  and  assessed  at  $100,000  each  in  cash.  This  news  was  wholly 
nntme.  The  government  of  Mexico  had  made  a  contract  with  several  merchants 
of  the  capital,  amongst  whom  were  some  Spaniards,  in  virtue  of  which  these 
spontaneously  paid  over  a  sum  of  money. 

The  impost  of  2J  per  cent,  on  capital  had  been  decreed  by  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  which  the  national  congress  had  conceded 
to  them.  A  citizen  of  the  United  States,  residing  in  Mexico,  inquired  of  his  min- 
ister if  such  impost  was  legal,  and  if  his  countrymen  ought  to  pay  it.  Mr.  Corwin 
answered  affirmatively  to  both  inquiries,  in  a  well-reasoned  communication  dated 
March  6,  1862,  a  copy  of  which  must  surely  be  among  the  archives  of  the  de- 
partment. Notwithstanding  this,  the  allied  commissioners  called  the  impost 
"  contribution  extraordinary,"  "  war  subsidy,"  and  "  forcible  exaction,"  and  re- 
Quested  that  their  countrymen,  respectively,  should  be  excepted  from  paying  it, 
declaring  that  if  its  exaction  from  foreigners  was  persisted  in  they  would  con-  • 
sider  such  insistance  cause  for  rupture.  • 

The  Mexican  government,  aware  of  the  delicat-e  situation  of  affairs,  and  de- 
sirous, at  all  hazards,  to  avoid  difficulties  with  the  allies,  sent  the  ministers  of 
jostice  and  finance  to  Orizaba  to  come  to  a  friendly  arrangement  of  this  affair 
with  the  allied  commissioners,  such  as  that  of  the  devolution  of  the  custom-house 
of  Vera  Cruz.  We  have  already  seen  what  was  the  result  of  these  conferences. 
The  Mexican  ministers,  sacrificing  the  rights  of  their  country  to  avoid  a  breach, 
agreed  not  to  insist  on  collecting  from  foreigners  the  impost  in  question. 

General  Prim  and  Sir  Charles  Wyke  haa  regarded  the  foregoing  measures  of 
the  Mexican  government  as  cause  of  war,  and,  under  such  impression,  the  first 
wrote  to  Admiral  Gravi^re  and  M.  de  Saligny,  on  the  20th  March,  telling  them 
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that  he  was  preparing  himself  for  the  opening  of  hostilities ;  but  as  in  a  short 
time  the  Mexican  minister  reached  Orizaba,  who  agreed  to  what  General  Prim 
required,  there  was  as  yet  no  cause  for  rupture,  and  the  general  himself  wrote 
to  the  a/imiral,  on  the  23d  of  the  said  March,  saying  he  could  begin  his  prepa- 
rations for  re-embarking  his  troops,  which  determination  he  had  come  to  so  as 
not  to  countenance  by  his  presence  the  grive  outrages  the  French  commission- 
ers were  purposing  to  commit  in  Mexican  territory. 

This  circumstance  served  M.  Billault  for  pretext  to  make  fresh  charges 
against  General  Prim,  accusing  him  of  inconsistency,  and  making  allusions 
offensive  to  the  good  name  of  Count  de  Reus. 

I  do  not  propose  to  defend  General  Prim  from  such  charges.  I  understand 
he  thinks  of  answering  in  his  seat  in  the  Spanish  senate  the  accusations  of  M. 
Billault,  apd  I  doubt  not  will  do  so  satisfactorily.  For  the  better  understand- 
ing of  this  business  I  think  proper,  nevertheless,  to  transfer  to  this  page  a  pas- 
sage from  the  protocol  of  the  conference  at  Orizaba,  in  which  is  answerea,  in 
the  most  satisfactory  manner,  what  M.  Billault  found  incomprehensible,  yet 
which,  in  truth,  scarcely  needs  explanation.     He  says  : 

"There  was,  notwithstanding,  a  moment  when  the  English  and  Spanish 
plenipotentiaries  thought  it  necessary  for  them  to  change  their  attitude  towards 
the  Mexican  government.  In  this  opinion  they  were,  when  writing  to  M.  de 
Saligny  and  Admiral  Jurien,  basing  themselves  on  the  assurance  given  to  Sir 
Charles  Wyke  in  a  letter  from  Mexico,  in  which  it  was  said  that  the  2J  per 
cent,  contribution  would  continue  to  oppress  the  foreigners,  and  on  the  menace 
thrown  out  by  M.  Doblado,  in  a  letter  he  wrote  Count  Reus,  declaring  that 
they  would  again  interrupt  the  communications  between  Vera  Cruz  and  the 
interior  of  the  country  if  the  custom-house  was  not  restored  to  the  Mexican 
authorities.  Some  days  afterwards  the  Mexican  ministers,  M.  Gonzalez,  Eche- 
varria,  and  Don  Jesus  Teran,  furnished  with  proper  full  powers,  presented  them- 
selves at  Orizaba,  listened  to  the  complaints  of  the  English  and  Spanish  com- 
missioners, renounced,  after  many  difficulties,  the  collection  of  two  per  cent, 
from  foreigners,  promising  to  abrogate  the  decree  which  interrupted  the  commu- 
nications between  Vera  Cruz  and  the  interior,  and  stating  the  purpose  enter- 
tained by  the  government  to  accede  to  all  claims  of  the  allied  powers  which 
were  founded  in  justice.  If  these  promises  should  not  be  carried  into  effect  in 
due  course,  then  it  would  be  time  to  declare  war.  Meanwhile,  that  should  not 
be  made,  relying  on  trifling  reasons  which  would  not  be  a  justification  be- 
fore the  high  tribunal  of  the  civilized  world.*' 

However,  the  noble  determination  of  General  Prim  is  even  better  explained, 
if  that  be  possible,  in  the  despatch  he  addressed  to  his  government  on  the 
29th  March,  (No.  107  of  the  Spanish  documents, )  in  which  he  says : 

"  If,  through  the  fault  of  the  established  government,  there  should  be  place 
for  a  rupture,  or  if  in  our  movements  we  should  be  molested  by  the  Mexican 
troops ;  in  fine,  if  some  legitimate  reason  should  turn  up  for  declaring  war 
•against  this  government,  we  will  declare  it  frankly  and  nobly,  without  seeking 
•for  bastard  pretexts,  and  the  Spanish  will  fight  by  the  side  of  the  French." 
♦♦♦••"  But  if  it  were  desired,  by  violence  and  force  of  arms,  to 
create  a  monarchy,  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  nation,  the  Spanish  troops  will 
not  aid  such  a  project  while  I  am  at  their  head ;  rather  than  that,  I  would  begin 
from  the  capital  itself  my  retreat  to  the  port,  and  would  carry  it  to  the  end  by 
re-embarking,  sure  that  such  procedure  would  assure  to  Spain  more  influence  in 
Mexico,  and  throughout  all  the  Hi spano- American  states,  and  the  whole  world, 
than  a  series  of  victories  achieved  in  a  bad  cause." 

I  have  observed  already  that  from  the  moment  when  the  re-enfoi-cements  com- 
manded by  General  Lorencez  reached  Vera  Cruz,  the  French  commissioners  not 
only  regarded  themselves  as  in  position  superior  to  their  colleagues,  and  appro 
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priated  to  themselves  exclusivelj  the  dh'ection  of  a  husiness  which  had  been 
eommenced  in  common,  but,  treating  with  undue  disregard  the  colleagues  referred 
to,  no  longer  consulted  them  on  matters  which  ought  to  be  settled  by  common 
accord,  and  adopted  a  line  of  conduct  altogether  independent.  Admiral  Jurien 
found  nothing  embarrassing  in  declaring  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  in  the  letter 
which  he  wrote  to  him  on  the  29th  March,  (annex  1  to  No.  106  of  2d  part  British 
correspondence,)  that  from  the  signing  of  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  the 
conference  formed  by  the  allied  commissioners  was  dissolved.     In  it  he  said  : 

"  As  soon  as  the  allied  troops  left  Vera  Cruz  to  go  and  occupy  in  the  interior 
of  Mexico  the  cantonments  indicated,  the  conference  was,  in  reality,  dissolved, 
and  each  of  the  commissioners  had  to  provide,  on  his  own  responsibility,  for  the 
unforeseen  incidents  which  had  occurred.** 

Greneral  Prim  wrote  to  Senor  CalderonCollantes,  in  his  despatch  of  29th  March, 
(No.  107  of  the  Spanish  documents,)  referring  to  the  protection  given  to  Almonte 
and  other  emigrants  by  the  French  commissioners : 

*'  Sir  Charles  Wyke  and  I  could  no  less  than  see  in  such  conduct  a  deliberate 
purpose  to  trample  on  the  engagements  contracted  by  the  convention  at  London ; 
to  fall  short  of  the  expectations  which  ought  to  exist  between  nation  and  nation, 
especially  when  they  associate  to  carry  through  an  undertaking  of  humanity 
and  civilization ;  to  fall  short  of  the  engagements  already  made  with  the  Juarez 
government ;  in  fine,  totally  to  ignore  every  courtesy  and  all  considerations  due 
to  the  representatives  of  Spain  and  England  from  their  colleagues  of  France. 
And  all  this  is  done  when  we  come  to  complain  of  the  non-fulfilment  of  treaties." 

The  Spanish  and  English  commissioners,  who  could  not  pursue  the  violent 
course  into  which  their  colleagues  of  France  had  led,  endeavor  to  hold  a  con- 
ference to  determine  upon  the  line  of  conduct  they  should  adopt,  and  on  the  23d 
March,  (annex  1  to  104  of  the  2d  part  of  the  British  correspondence,)  addressed 
to  Admiral  Jurien  and  to  M.  de  Saligny  a  communication,  in  which  they  begged 
that  they  would  visit  Orizaba  as  early  as  possible.  The  French  commissioners 
delayed,  under  various  pretexts,  the  invitation  which  had  been  ^ven  them,  and 
did  not  partake  of  it  until  two  weeks  after  they  had  been  called  upon  to  do  so. 

At  the  20th  March  Admiral  Jurien  had  declared  his  purpose  to  break  with 
the  government  of  Mexico,  and  in  the  letter  which,  on  that  date,  he  wrote  to 
General  Prim,  (annex  1  to  No.  107  of  the  Spanish  documents,)  said  to  him : 

"  When  General  Doblado  recently  notified  us  of  the  measures  of  proscription 
which  had  lately  been  adopted,  (upon  the  apprehension  of  Almonte  ana  his 
accomplices,)  it  seemed  to  me  that  our  dignity  would  not  permit  our  acquiescence 
in  them,  and  declared  my  willingness  to  rest  on  this  ground  the  declaration  of  a 
rupture." 

In  answering  the  note  of  his  colleagues  of  England  and  Spain,  dated  23d  of 
March,  Admiral  Jurien  was  more  explicit,  and  explained  his  position  in  these 
terms,  (annexed  2  to  No.  104  of  the  2d  part  of  the  British  correspondence ;) 

"  In  consequence  of  the  slowness  of  communications  between  Mexico  and 
Europe,  unforeseen  events  have  occurred  to  modify  considerably  the  state  of 
things  created  by  the  convention  of  *  La  Soledad.* "     ♦         •         ♦         ♦         ♦ 

These  incidents  were  the  arrival  of  Almonte  and  his  associates,  and  the  pro- 
tection accorded  to  them  by  the  French,  which  the  admiral  acknowledged  to  be 
incompatible  with  the  preliminaries  of  Soledad.  He  continued  as  follows: 
"The  only  thing  which  remains  for  him  (the  undersigned)  to  do  is  to  withdraw 
as  soon  as  possible  his  signature  from  an  act  which  does  not  seem  of  a  nature 
calculated  to  elicit  the  approval  of  his  government.  Leaving  his  hospitals  under 
the  protection  of  the  Mexican  government — as  stipulated  in  the  convention  of 
Soledad — the  undersigned  will  hasten  to  retire  his  troops  beyond  the  fortified 
positions  of  Chiquihuite.**  ♦♦•♦•♦ 

In  regard  to  the  absurdity  of  this  reasoning,  I  believe  I  could  not  cite  an 
opinion  less  objectionable  than  that  of  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  one  of 
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the  nations  allied  with  France  in  the  expedition  against  Mexico.  Lord  Bnssell 
said  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  in  a  despatch  dated  30th  of  April,  1862,  (No.  110,) 
referring  to  the  preceding  communication  of  the  admiral,  as  follows  : 

"  On  reading  the  correspondence  between  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re, 
General  Prim,  and  yourself,  I  am  forcibly  struck  with  the  illogical  character  of 
the  French  admiral's  proposals.  He  says  that  since  he  signed  the  convention 
of  Soledad  circumstances  have  changed.  But  it  is  obvious  that  on  two  points 
only  have  circumstances  changed,  and  the  changes  on  those  two  points  have 
arisen  from  the  proceedings  of  the  French  agents  themselves.  One  new  cir- 
cumstance is,  that  fresh  orders  have  come  from  Paris  ;  the  other  circumstance  is, 
that  General  Almonte  has  appeared  in  Mexican  territory  under  the  protection 
of  the  French  flag,  as  the  avowed  advocate  of  a  monarchical  form  of  government 
in  Mexico." 

"  Neither  of  these  circumstances  can  in  any  yfhj  be  imputed  to  the  Mexican 
government;  neither  of  them,  therefore,  can  afford  the  allies  any  ground  for  set- 
ting aside  the  convention  of  La  Soledad."      •  ♦  •  ♦  • 

Admiral  Jurien,  with  a  most  inconceivable  blindness,  styles  his  resolution  to 
break  with  the  Mexican  government  and  to  retire  with  his  troops  to  the  coast 
without  opening  negotiations,  as  it  had  been  agreed  before,  "a  scrupulous  fidelity 
with  which  he  intended  to  fulfil  his  pledges,  and  which  should  eaify  the  Mexi- 
can government." 

It  is  true,  that  with  his  retrograde  movement  he  would  fulfil  one  of  the 
articles  of  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  but,  in  undertaking  it  before  the 
opening  of  the  conferences,  and  before  knowing  what  would  be  their  issue,  he 
was  violating  openly  another  of  the  articles  of  said  conferences,  and  violating 
their  spirit  and  words. 

The  admiral  ends  his  communication  soliciting  of  his  coleagues  that  they  should 
make  to  the  Mexican  government  the  extraordinary  proposition  of  proclaiming 
an  unconditional  amnesty  which  would  give  to  Almonte  and  his  accomplices  the 
right  of  entering  into  the  republic ;  which  would  intrust  the  allied  commissioners 
with  the  care  of  examining  and  arranging,  in  concert,  the  best  mode  of  ascer- 
taining the  sincere  and  true  vote  of  the  country.  This  vote  ascertained,  the 
admiral  contemplated  to  go  to  the  capital  to  protect  the  public  peace  in  the  name 
of  the  three  powers,  taking  his  forces,  which  he  believed  would  be  received  with 
less  objections  by  the  Mexican  people  than  those  of  other  allies. 

Again,  I  quote  the  opinion  of  the  English  government  upon  this  very  strange 
proposition  of  the  admiral.  Lord  Russell,  in  his  despatch  of  the  30th  of 
April,  above  mentioned,  said,  (No.  110 :) 

"  But  by  the  convention  of  Soledad  the  commissioners  of  the  three  powers 
were  to  hold  a  meeting  at  Orizaba  with  the  commissioners  of  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment, and  that  meeting  has  since  been  fixed  for  the  15th  of  April.  But  the 
proposal  of  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere  to  send  a  message  to  Mexico  de- 
manding a  general  amnesty,  the  convocation  of  a  representative  assembly  in 
Mexico,  and  the  occupation  of  the  city  of  Mexico  by  the  allied  troops  during  the 
elections,  and  during  the  sitting  of  the  assembly,  would  be  a  manifest  contraven- 
tion of  the  convention  of  Soledad." 

Answering  Sir  Charles  Wyke  the  communication  of  Admiral  Jurien  on  the 
27th  of  March,  he  said,  (annexed  3,  No,  104 :) 

"  What  the  incidents  can  be  to  which  your  excellency  alludes  I  know  not, 
but  permit  me,  with  all  due  respect,  to  remark  that  they  should  have  been  com- 
municated officially  to  your  assembled  colleagues  in  a  conference  specially  held 
for  that  purpose  before  you  adopted  a  distinct  line  of  action  which  virtually  sep- 
arates you  from  an  engagement  entered  into  by  us  collectively." 

"  As  the  agreement  was  collective,  so  also  should  the  retrograde  movement 
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have  been  simultaneous,  for  the  French  making  it  alone  now  weakens  our  posi- 
tion." 

"  With  regard  to  the  proposal  which  your  excellency  makes  for  an  advance 
of  the  French  troops  to  Mexico,  I  need  hardly  remind  you  that  the  government 
of  this  republic  would  never  consent  to  such  a  step  at  present,  whatever  it  may 
be  induced  to  do  hereafter,  for  they  would  naturally  consider  it  inopportune 
until  the  conferences  to  be  opened  on  the  15th  of  April  shall  decide  whether 
we  can,  or  cannot,  obtain  such  guarantees  and  concessions  by  persuasion  as  we 
have  always  the  last  resort  of  exacting  by  force  of  arms.'* 

This  plan  of  Admiral  Jurien,  to  go  to  the  capital  with  his  forces  to  consult 
the  wishes  of  the  nation,  emanated  directly  from  the  imperial  government,  and 
was  a  most  flagrant  violation  of  the  sovereignty  of  an  independent  people.  It  is 
alleged  that  the  Mexican  people  are' oppressed  by  the  government  which  they 
have  fireely  given  to  themselves,  and  whicht  hey  have  supported  for  several  years 
without  any  foreign  aid.  It  is  also  pretended  that  the  Mexicans  are  to  be  freed 
from  that  supposed  tyranny  under  which  they  groan,  and  that  work  of  liberty 
IB  commenced  by  disarming  the  Mexicans  and  occupying  their  principal  military 
positions.  It  is,  moreover,  added,  that  when  this  object  be  attained,  that  is  to 
say,  when  the  Mexicans  are  already  conquered  and  disarmed,  then  their  liberty 
wUl  be  returned  to  them,  and  they  will  be  summoned  to  express  their  true  sen- 
timents. M.  Billault,  with  a  most  refined  and  keen  irony,  and  knowing  well 
what  would  be  the  issue  of  such  a  farce,  said,  (page  967,  col.  6 :) 

"  Entire  freedom  of  election  shall  be  allowea  to  all,  and  then,  if  the  tyranny 
of  Juarez  suits  them  better,  or  if  it  does  not  suit  them,  they  will  say  so." 

Admiral  Jurien,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  General  Prim,  and  of  which  M.  Bil- 
lault read  a  paragraph,  (page  967,  col.  3,)  says,  that  "  if  the  Mexicans  voted  for 
the  republic  with  Juarez,  such  would  still  be  their  right." 

It  is  thus  then  admitted  the  possibility  that  the  Mexican  people,  even  under 
the  pressure  of  the  French  bayonets,  may  vote  for  the  actual  government.  This 
clearly  indicates  that  France  is  not  sure  that  that  government  is  unpopular,  as 
she  makes  provision  in  case  the  nation  may  support  it.  Then  it  results  that,  in 
making  war  for  refusing  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  existing  govern- 
ment, fearing  it  may  be  unpopular,  such  war  is  made  for  an  object  doubtful  even 
in  the  eyes  of  the  imperial  government. 

But  it  is  not  possible  to  form  any  illusions  upon  this  subject.  The  Emperor 
knows  too  well  that  the  actual  government  of  Mexico  is  truly  national,  and  from 
that  fact  precisely  springs  his  hatred  towards  it,  because  he  cannot  overlook 
that  as  the  guardian,  which  it  is,  of  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the 
nation,  it  has  for  its  duty  to  defend  to  the  last  extreme  these  sacred  objects, 
which  the  Emperor  could  set  aside  with  a  sectional  anti-patriotic  government, 
with  a  traitor  like  Almonte  at  its  head,  and  of  whom  he  could  obtain  all  manner 
df  concessions.  Here  I  can  also  quote  another  authority,  irrefragable  even  to 
France  herself.  Lord  Cowley  says  to  Lord  Russell,  in  a  despatch  of  May  2,  1862, 
(No.  113,)  speaking  of  the  disposition  of  the  imperial  government  towards  the 
actual  administration  of  Mexico,  as  follows  : 

"  But  I  should  deceive  your  lordship  if  I  did  not  record  my  own  conviction 
that  there  is  a  fixed,  if  an  unavowed,  intention  to  subvert  the  government  of 
Juarez,  whatever  may  be  the  consequence,  whether  the  renewal  of  the  civil  war 
or  not." 

Sustaining  M.  Billault,  the  ideas  emitted  by  Admiral  Jurien,  he  insinuated 
that  it  was  not  a  new  event  in  recent  political  annals  for  a  people  to  be  con- 
voked to  express  their  wishes  upon  the  election  of  their  government,  and  which 
had  B^n  the  era  of  their  liberty  begin  under  the  shelter  of  a  flag  which  they 
did  not  call  foreign,  although  that  flag  was  the  flag  of  France.  Based  on  sucn 
antecedents  he  styles  "  liberal  work,"  that  which  the  Emperor  wishes  to  carry 
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out  in  Mexico,  and  he  asked  M.  Favre  "  if  what  was  found  to  be  good  beyond 
the  Alps  would  not  be  so  too  on  this  side  of  the  ocean  ?" 

I  confess  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  see  the  fitness  of  this  allusion,  as  it 
refers  to  the  recent  events  in  Italy.  In  the  political  occurrences  which  a  short 
time  since  disturbed  the  peace  of  Europe,  there  were  two  nations  who  made  war 
upon  each  other,  Sardinia  and  Austria,  and  it  was  not  at  all  strange  that  a  third 
power,  like  France,  should  take  sides  with  one  of  the  belligerents  and  engage 
actively  in  the  hostilities.  But  what  point  of  similitude  is  there  between  this 
case  and  that  of  an  invader,  who  ought  to  limit  himself  to  the  reparation  of 
the  alleged  injuries,  but  who  proceeds  to  place  the  invaded  country  under  his 
tutelage  in  order  to  enforce  his  will  under  tlie  pressure  of  his  bayonets  ?  Neither 
can  I  understand  what  M.  Billanlt  wishes  to  insinuate  when  he  says  that  the 
French  flag  is  not  foreign.  To  Mexico  it  has  always  been  a  foreign  flag,  and 
now  it  is  still  more — ^it  is  an  enemy's  flag,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  world  the  Em- 
peror is  making  it  highly  odious. 

It  has  been  seen  that  as  late  as  the  24th  of  March  Admiral  Jurien  alleged, 
only  for  his  rupture  with  the  Mexican  government,  apparently  a  point  of  deli- 
cacy, that  he  considered  the  protection  he  had  given  to  Almonte  incompatible 
with  the  obligations  he  had  assumed  towards  the  government  of  Mexico  in 
signing  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad.  In  reference  to  that,  he  had  said  in  his 
communication  of  the  24th  of  March : 

"  Upon  this  point,  in  concert  with  their  excellencies  the  commissioners  of  her 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain,  the 
undersigned  does  not  admit  that  it  is  allowed  to  him  to  take  advantage  of  this 
convention  to  create  >  the  least  embarrassment  to  the  government  of  Mexico." 

Developing  this  idea,  and  explaining  it  more  clearly  yet  in  the  conference  of 
Orizaba,  the  admiral  said,  in  his  answer  to  General  Prim,  thaf  he  regretted  to 
have  violated  the  treaty  of  London  and  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad.  This, 
in  the  protocol  of  said  conference,  appears  in  this  form : 

"  His  excellency  Admiral  Jurien  replied  that  he  did  not  believe  to  have  failed 
in  anything  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  London,  nor  to  the  preliminaries 
of  La  Soledad.  But  he  did  believe  that  the  protection  given  by  General  Loren- 
ces  to  General  Almonte  was  incompatible  with  the  permanency  of  the  French 
troops  in  Tehuacan." 

"  Admiral  Jurien  says  that  his  retreat  from  Tehuacan  recognized  no  other 
motive  than  a  scruple  of  honor  on  his  part,  upon  which  he  did  not  believe  him- 
self obliged  to  consult  his  colleagues.  Having  once  returned  with  his  troops  to 
the  positions  of  Paso  Ancho,  he  found  himself  in  neutral  ground,  where  he  had 
the  privilege  of  granting  to  General  Almonte  all  the  protection  to  which  is  en- 
titled a  person  honored  with  the  kindness  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor." 

Two  days  after  the  date  of  the  above-mentioned  letter,  (that  is,  the  26th  of 
March,)  Admiral  Jurien  communicated  to  the  Mexican  government  his  intention 
of  returning  to  the  coast,  leaving  Tehuacan  on  the  1st  of  April.  Then  he 
pleaded  openly  a  different  reason.  He  said  (annex  4  to  No.  104)  that  he  had 
thought  that  the  issue  of  the  conferences  of  Orizaba  might  be  less  favorable 
than  what,  until  then,  there  had  been  reason  to  expect,  and  that  if  he  waited  until 
the  month  of  April  to  move  his  troops  their  health  would  be  seriously  affected. 

This  was  not  certainly  an  open  rupture,  but  it  was  an  equivalent  to  it.  Ad- 
miral Jurien  did  not  say  that  he  would  not  open  the  negotiations,  but  he  pre- 
judged their  result,  saying  that  probably  it  would  not  be  a  satisfactory  one ; 
and  taking  it  thus  for  certain,  in  anticipation,  hastened  to  return  his  troops  on 
this  side  of  Chiquihuite  to  make  them  advance  in  warlike  array  the  moment 
that  hostilities  were  declared,  and  before  the  Mexican  government  had  time  to 
fortify  again  and  defend  the  Chiquihuite  pass,  at  Cordova  and  Orizaba — ^inter- 
vening points  between  the  Mexican  forces  and  Chiquihuite — were  in  the  pos- 
possession  of  the  Spanish  troops. 
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On  the  27tb  General  Prim  went  to  Tehuacan  to  endeavor  to  bring  to  reason 
Admiral  Jurien.  Sir  Charles  Wyke  relates  to  Lord  Russell,  in  despatch  of  29th 
of  March  (No.  105,)  the  result  of  that  step  in  this  manner : 

"  General  Prim  returned  last  night  from  Tehuacan,  where  he  had  gone  the 
day  before  to  endeavor  to  persuade  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere  to  give  up 
his  retrograde  movement,  as  well  as  to  send  back  to  Vera  Cruz  his  proteges, 
Almonte,  Miranda,  aud  the  others.  He  appears  to  have  been  only  partially 
successful,  but  he  did  induce  the  admiral  not  to  retire  beyond  Cordova,  which 
is  on  this  side  of  the  fortified  pass  at  the  Chiquihuite.  The  admiral  also  prom- 
ised not  to  allow  the  refugees  to  penetrate,  for  the  present,  further  into  the  inte- 
rior than  Cordova,  where  he  would  remain  with  them  until  he  received  this 
month's  mail  from  Europe,  when  he  would  be  able  to  judge  whether  the  step 
he  had  taken  was  likely  or  not  to  be  approved  of  by  this  government." 

In  a  communication  that  Admiral  Jurien  addressed  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke  on 
the  29th  of  3Iarch,  (annexed  1  to  No.  106,)  explaining  what  it  was  that  made 
him  think  that  the  issue  of  the  negotiations  would  not  be  satisfactory,  he  says : 
**  But  when  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  the  violence  of  excited  passions  in  this 
country  would  not  leave  the  Mexican  government  free  to  follow  its  conciliating 
dbpositions,  I  have  had  to  ask  myself  if  I  would  not  expose  my  troops  to  a  real 
disaster  by  taking  them  to  Tierra  Caliente  in  the  hottest  season,  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  rains,  which  every  one  here  knows  to  be  fatal." 

In  another  letter  of  the  31st  of  March,  (annexed  1  to  No.  118,)  Admiral 
Jurien  says  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke : 

''  I  have  always  thought  that  the  statesmen  with  whom  we  have  entered  into 
negotiations  were  not  entirely  free  to  adopt  a  line  of  conduct  prudent  and 
moderate,  the  only  one  which  could  save  the  country."  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
It  is  not  possible  to  imagine  what  the  admiral  would  have  answered  if  they 
had  anked  him  why,  if  he  had  such  conviction,  had  he  entered  into  negotiations 
with  them? 

To  the  insinuations  of  the  admiral  upon  the  want  of  liberty  in  the  statesmen 
of  Mexico,  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  on  the  1st  of  April  following,  answers,  (annexed 
2toNo.  118:) 

"I  really  do  not  see  what  could  have  induced  your  excellency  to  form  this 
opinion,  for  they  have  acted  in  the  face  of  great  difficulties  with  perfect  good 
faith  to  us  in  all  the  engagements  we  have  entered  into  with  them." 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  up  to  the  31st  of  March  Admiral  Jurien  only  gave 
as  reason  to  break  the  convention  of  La  Soledad  that  it  was  not  decorous  in 
him  to  avail  himself  of  its  advantages  whilst  he  was  extending  to  the  emi- 
grants the  protection  of  France  ;  and  for  believing  that  the  result  of  the  con- 
ferences would  not  be  satisfactory,  he  alleged  the  want  of  freedom  he  supposed 
.in  the  Mexican  government,  with  which  he  had  entered  into  negotiations,  in. 
order  to  follow  his  moderate  and  conciliating  intentions.  How  very  different  are 
these  motives  to  those  which  nine  days  after  he  adduced  before  the  conference 
of  Orizaba  in  order  to  break  such  convention.  The  reason  of  this  difference  is 
very  simple.     In  his  letter  of  31st  of  March,  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  he  says: 

"Next  mail  will  bring  us  news  which  will  inform  us,  without  doubt,  whether 
the  three  high  powers  still  think  of  following  in  Mexico  a  policy  in  common,  or 
whether  they  will  adopt  a  separate  policy." 

On  the  3d  of  April,  after  having  received  the  expected  correspondence,  he 
wrote  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke  thus,  (annexed  3  to  No.  118:) 

"  The  mail  from  Europe  shows  us  plainly  that  the  three  high  powers  repre- 
sented at  the  convention  of  the  3l8t  of  October  were  as  much  as  ever  desirous 
of  mantaining  an  entire  good  understanding  amongst  their  representatives  in 
Mexico.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  views  of  my 
colleague,  M.  de  Saligny,  have  been,  more  than  my  own,  in  conformity  with  the 
intentions  of  the  government  of  the  Emperor." 
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M.  Saligny  had  remained  all  this  time  in  Vera  Cruz  combining  his  plans  with 
Almonte,  possessing  alone  the  confidence  of  his  government,  of  whose  secrets 
he  was  not  excluded,  like  his  colleague  the  admiral.  In  all  this  time  he  had 
taken  very  good  care  not  to  write  a  single  line  that  might  have  compromised 
him.  When  the  correspondence  of  the  imperial  government,  which  arrived  in 
Vera  Cruz  in  the  latter  part  of  March,  was  received,  they  had  to  act  in  con- 
formity with  the  peremptory  orders  given  to  them  to  precipitate  a  rupture  and 
march  immediately  on  the  city  of  Mexico;  disregarding,  of  course,  the  solenm 
promises  pledged  at  the  convention  of  La  Soledad,  and  which,  according  to  M, 
Saligny *8  expression,  were  not  worth  any  more  than  the  paper  on  which  they 
were  written.  Then,  pretending  to  justify  his  aggressive  conduct,  M.  Saligny 
said,  in  the  conference  of  Orizaba,  that  "  since  the  allies  had  entered  into  nego- 
tiations with  the  government  of  Mexico,  the  tyranny,  violence,  and  arbitrariness  of 
this  had  redoubled,  and  the  situation  of  foreigners  had  become  absolutely 
intolerable.  That,  on  his  part,  he  solemnly  declared  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
enter  into  treaties  with  said  government,  and  that  his  firm  opinion  was  that  they 
ought  to  march  upon  Mexico." 

General  Prim  and  Sir  Charles  Wyke  manifested  that  what  M.  Saligny  said 
was  imjust,  but  he  continued  saying  that  he  persisted  in  his  opinion  and  assumed 
all  the  responsibility.  He  also  said  that  his  opinion  was  founded  upon  the 
wrongs,  each  day  more  and  more  numerous,  that  his  cou^trymen  had  to  sufier. 
When  Sir  Charles  Wyke  asked  him  what  were  those  wrongs,  of  which  he  had  not 
heard,  he  declined  to  mention  even  one  of  them,  saying  that  the  French  sub- 
jects did  not  have  to  go  to  the  English  legation  to  state  their  grievances.  And 
these  accusations,  so  vague  that  not  a  single  fact  could  be  substantiated,  these 
authorized  the  breaking  of  the  treaty  of  London,  the  violation  of  the  prelimi- 
naries of  La  Soledad,  and  the  declaration  of  war. 

Admiral  Jurien,  to  whom  nothing  was  now  left  but  to  follow  the  path  that  his 
colleague  had  marked  out  for  him,  and  whom  a  few  days  before  nad  declared 
that  the  government  of  Mexico  was  animated  by  the  most  conciliatory  disposi- 
tions, and  that  the  monarchical  party  was  entirely  in  the  minority,  he  said  what 
in  the  protocol  I  mentioned  before,  appears  in  this  form : 

**  Admiral  Jurien  declares  that  he  has  never  seen  in  any  country  of  the  world 
the  system  of  terror  weighing  on  the  population  and  keeping  them  imder  a  yoke 
of  iron  which  he  has  seen  in  Mexico.  It  is  oppression  in  its  most  odious  shape, 
tearing  a  father  from  his  children,  a  sou  from  his  family,  under  the  most  futile 
pretext — arbitrarily  despoiling  owners  of  their  property,  and  stifling  the  most 
timid  manifestations  of  public  opinion." 

This  horrible  picture  of  the  situation  of  Mexico,  in  which  Admiral  Jurien 
seems  to  have  portrayed  France  groaning,  as  she  now  is,  oppressed  under  the 
system  of  terror  adopted  by  the  imperial  despotism,  cannot  but  lose  all  its  eflect 
upon  any  one  who  sees  the  cases  he  cites  as  illustratiuns  of  that  savage  system 
of  cruelty  followed  by  the  Mexican  government.     The  admiral  continues  thus : 

"He  cites,  among  other  instances,  the  dismissal  of  General  Uraga  and  the 
arrest  of  General  Cenobio,  who  was  on  the  point  of  being  shot  for  having  had 
very  trifling  relations  with  the  allies  whilst  the  negotiations  were  being  still 
carried  on." 

In  this  the  admiral  did  not  show  as  much  talent  for  calumny  as  his  colleague. 
If  he  had  abstained,  like  M.  Saligny,  from  citing  examples  to  justify  his  asser- 
tions, these  then  could  have  appeared  better  founded.  But  what  credit  can  be 
given  to  his  accusations  when,  as  example  of  the  greatest  tyranny,  most  unheard- 
of  oppression,  most  savage  cruelty,  he  mentions  the  determination  of  the  Mex- 
ican government  to  relieve  General  Uraga  from  the  command  of  the  army  of  the 
east  to  intrust  to  him  other  commission,  in  which  it  was  believed  he  would  be 
more  useful  to  the  nation  1     I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  threat  made  to  General 
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Cenobio,  but  I  suppose  it  must  be  a  charge  less  grave  than  the  supposed  super 
sednre  of  General  Uraga,  as  the  admiral  enumerates  it  in  the  second  place. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  expressed  himself  of  contrary  opinion,  and  said  that  the 
majority  of  the  people  were  in  favor  of  the  actual  government  of  Mexico,  and 
that  with  great  difficulty  could  be  found  any  partisans  of  monarchy.  The 
admiral  gave  another  proof  that  he  was  not  in  the  secrets  of  his  government  by 
saying  that  there  was  no  project  of  a  monarchy ;  and,  repudiating  his  proteges  who 
formed  the  ultra-radical  faction  of  the  church  party,  and  who  so  much  contributed 
to  the  sending  of  the  expedition,  said  (improvising  a  party  that  exists  only  in  his 
imagination)  that  the  persons  realhy  worthy  of  consideration  were  those  who  did 
not  belong  to  the  extreme  parties,  but  who  were  scattered  all  over  Mexico,  suffer- 
ing under  the  reigning  oppression,  not  daring  to  breathe ;  "  that  that  party,  anxious 
to  have  the  support  of  the  allies,  would  appear  everywhere  the  day  in  which 
they  could  express  freely  their  sentiments ;  that,  well  informed  upon  this  point, 
the  government  of  the  Emperor  desired  that  tJbe  march  upon  Mexico  should 
commence,  this  being  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  French  commissioners." 

This  M.  Billault  styles  (page  967,  col.  4)  "the  cold  and  impartial  appreci- 
ation of  a  man  who  had  seen  the  country  of  which  he  spoke  during  two  months, 
and  had  had  for  his  duty  to  study  carefully  its  situation."  Thus,  then,  it  is 
supposed  that  the  admiral  considered  it  necessary  to  march  upon  the  capital 
because  he  had  acquired  full  knowledge  of  the  situation.  He,  however,  had  said 
that  he  was  resolved  to  march  upon  the  capital  because  his  government,  well 
informed  upon  this  point,  wished  that  he  should  advance  immediately.  Here, 
under  a  new  aspect,  again  is  reproduded  the  vicious  circle  we  have  seen  in  the 
a^Bair  of  the  claims  in  which  M.  Saligny  could  not  act  without  authority  from 
his  government,  and  his  government  could  do  nothing  without  the  resolution  of 
M.  Saligny.  In  this  case  the  admiral  attributes  to  his  government  the  march 
to  the  interior,  and  his  government  to  the  judgment  of  the  admiral. 

To  justify  such  a  step,  M.  Saligny  alleged  that  his  countrymen  were  op- 
pressed, ana  that  he  had  received  many  representations  urging  the  immediate 
march  of  the  French  troops  upon  the  capital.  To  this  Commodore  Dunlop  an- 
swered that  *•  the  French  residents  in  Mexico  would  see  with  a  most  profound 
disgust  the  march  of  the  French  troops  upon  the  capital."   ' 

Being  utterly  in  vain  all  the  efforts  of  the  commissioners  of  England  and 
Spain  to  bring  to  reason  their  colleagues  of  France,  the  former  determined  to 
withdraw  their  troops  from  the  Mexican  territory,  and  the  latter  determined  not 
to  enter  into  the  negotiations  agreed  to  with  the  Mexican  government,  but  to 
retire  their  forces  to  the  coast,  to  commence  immediately  their  hostile  march 
upon  the  capital.  When  General  Prim  and  Sir  Charles  Wyke  demonstrated  to 
the  French  conunissioners  that  in  the  course  they  were  following  they  were  vio- 
lating the  convention  of  London,  because  they  had  no  right  to  act  in  important 
cases  without  the  consent  of  their  colleagues,  the  admiral  answered  "that  he 
reserved  to  himself  the  interpretation  of  the  treaty  of  London,  and  assumed  the 
responsibility  he  thus  incurred." 

What  is  thus  left  of  the  sacredness  of  treaties,  what  of  the  respect  due  to  the 
conventional  law  of  nations,  from  the  moment  in  which  a  nation  reserves  to 
itself  the  right  to  intei-pret  the  clauses  of  ^a  treaty  that  does  not  require  an  inter- 
pretation— when  a  nation,  in  order  to  follow  her  iniquitous  plans,  perverts  the 
meaning  of  a  treaty,  saying  that  wherein  the  treaty  says  "yes"  she  understands 
it  to  say  "  no,"  and  acts  according  to  that  interpretation  ?  Are  these  the  rules 
of  action  given  by  the  imperial  government  for  the  world  to  follow  ? 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  all  these  monstrosities  sprang  from  the  necessity  to 
march  on  Mexico.  Admiral  Jurien  was  obliged  to  obey  the  imperial  orders. 
But  what  can  be  thought  of  the  morality  of  the  representatives  of  a  great  nation, 
who,  to  fulfil  orders  from  their  government,  given  without  knowledge  that  a  sol- 
onn  convention  had  been  signed,  the  validity  of  which  it  did  not  dispute,  violate 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 19 
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their  most  sacred  pledges,  disregard  their  own  allies  in  whose  company  and  with 
whose  aid  the  expedition  was  going  to  be  carried  out,  and  do  not  hesitate  in  con- 
tradicting their  own  assertions,  and  ridiculing  all  that  is  most  sacred  amongst  men . 
This  conduct  can  only  be  explained,  in  my  judgment,  at  least  as  regards  Admiral 
Jurien,  as  the  effect  that  despotism  has  upon  the  minds  of  men  generally,  making 
even  their  notions  of  what  is  good  or  bad.  just  or  unjust,  honorable  or  dishonor- 
able, subordinate  to  the  caprice  of  a  despot — to  what  he  tells  them  to  believe 
as  such. 

I  am  far  from  comparing  Admiral  Jurien  with  his  colleague,  M.  Saligny.  I 
am  so  far  from  it  that  I  even  believe  that  if  the  admiral  had  continued  in  com- 
mand of  the  French  troops,  these  would  not  have  now  the  indelible  stain  of  not 
havmg  retreated  on  this  side  of  Chiquihuite,  as  they  were  pledged  to  do.  But 
I  do  not  ignore  that  the  admiral  regarded  the  formal  obligations  he  had  entered 
into,  together  with  his  colleagues,  as  a  mere  child's  play,  which  he  could  leave 
as  soon  as  he  pleased,  with  or  without  reason,  with  the  consent  of  his  colleagues 
or  against  it.  Not  noticing  in  the  convention  of  La  Soledad  anything  but  the 
clause  unfavorable  to  the  allies,  (I  mean  that  of  having  to  return  to  the  coast  in 
case  that  there  was  any  rupture  in  the  negotiations,)  he  believed  that  in  retiring 
even  before  the  negotiations  began  he  fulfilled  religiously  all  his  engagements. 
This  is  the  reason  why,  with  a  candor  ti*uly  puerile,  in  the  convention  of  Ori- 
zaba, six  days  before  the  one  appointed  for  the  opening  of  the  negotiations,  he 
said :  "  I  am  obliged  to  retire  in  case  of  a  rupture,  but  that  is  all." 

He  declared  that  he  had  not  received  any  order  from  his  government  to  found 
a  monarchy  in  Mexico  against  the  wishes  of  the  people ;  that  France  would  not 
place  herself  at  the  service  of  any  party,  and  other  similar  things.  At  the  same 
time  he  was  doing  all  in  his  power  to  accomplish  those  very  objects  that  he  de- 
clared he  did  not  wish  to  obtain.  But  his  protestations  of  loyalty,  good  faith, 
sincerity,  and  honor  were  such,  and  so  often  repeated,  that  it  was  impossible  not 
to  believe  that  he  thought  he  was  acting  honestly. 

His  conduct,  nevertheless,  was  highly  disapproved  by  his  government.  When 
the  convention  of  La  Soledad,  which  he  had  certainly  signed,  perhaps  in  good 
faith,  (although,  as  he  declared  it  afterwards,  he  did  it  because  he  thought  it  was 
the  shortest  way  to  arrive  at  the  result  of  establishing  a  monarchy,  and  having 
in  view  such  an  object,  he  began  by  recognizing  the  government  of  Mexico,  and 
declared  that  it  had  the  necessary  elements  of  force  and  opinion  to  sustain  itself 
against  any  domestic  discord,)  was  received  in  Paris,  the  Emperor  determined  to 
take  from  him  the  powers  of  representative  of  France,  which  he  only  had  half 
intrusted  to  him,  and  left  to  him  only  the  command  of  the  French  squadron  in 
the  Gulf;  authorizing  him,  at  the  same  time,  if  I  am  well  informed,  to  return  to 
France  if  he  saw  fit  to  do  so. 

Admiral  Jurien  took  advantage  of  the  permission  to  return  to  France,  and  on 
his  arrival  in  Paris  he  found  things  in  a  very  different  state.  The  policy  of  M. 
Saligny,  which,  according  to  Admiral  Jurien,  "  was  more  in  conformity  with  the 
intentions  of  the  imperial  government,"  had  produced  the  most  scandalous  vio- 
lation of  a  military  convention  and  the  disaster  at  Puebla.  Before  these  facts 
the  Napoleonic  policy,  which  M.  Billault  assures  us  repeatedly  has  been  uni- 
form, clear,  invariable,  suffered  a  new  modification.  The  same  despatches  and 
communications  of  the  admiral  which  before  had  brought  upon  him  the  imperial 
displeasure  and  had  occasioned  his  almost  dishonorable  supersedure,  gained  him 
afterwards  praise  and  exaltation.  M.  Billault  quotes  different  fragments  of  those 
despatches  and  communications  as  the  best  version  of  the  imperial  policy  in 
Mexico,  whilst  he  does  not  cite  a  single  line  written  by  M.  Saligny,  whose  policy 
had  been  more  "in  conformity  with  the  intentions  of  the  Emperor."  Not  con- 
tent with  this  yet,  he  praises  the  admiral  especially,  saying,  (page  967,  col.  4,) 
"Admiral  Jurien,  (and  allow  me  here  to  do  the  homage  due  to  his  character — 
loyal,  brave,  and  honored  by  all,)  who,  submitting  for  a  time  to  the  natural  pre- 
ponderance  which  the  superiority  of  his  contingent  in  the  forces  of  the  expedi- 
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don  gave  to  the  Spanish  plenipotentiary,  lias  not  ceased  to  maintain  a  generous 
policy."      ♦••♦••••♦ 

After  this  the  admiral  was  reinstated  in  the  command  of  the  naval  forces  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  since  then  has  returned  to  Vera  Cruz. 

The  French  commissioners  denied  to  have  violated  the  preliminaries  of  La 
Soledad,  and,  in  so  doing,  they  contradicted  themselves.  Admiral  Jurien  ac- 
knowledged that  the  protection  extended  to  Almonte  was  incompatible  with  said 
preliminaries,  and,  by  continuing  to  grant  it,  he  admitted  that  he  acted  in  open 
violation  of  said  stipulations.  Be  it  observed,  irionfover,  that  then  no  one 
dreamed  of  attributing  to  the  Mexican  government  the  rupture  of  the  conven- 
tion. Afterwards,  in  saying  that  he  was  resolved  to  found  the  declaration  of 
rapture  upon  the  determination  of  the  Mexican  government  to  apprehend  Al- 
monte, he  implied  that  said  government  had  violated  the  preliminaries.  This, 
of  course,  was  supposing  that  such  a  determination  could  be  considered  a  viola- 
tion after  the  French  commissioners  had  broken  them  by  granting  to  Almonte  a 
protection,  unwarrantable  even  in  the  opinion  of  the  admiral  hjmself.  The  act 
itself  of  asking  of  the  government  of  the  republic  a  general  amnesty,  without 
restrictions,  shows  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the  admiral,  the  coming  of  Almonte, 
in  the  state  of  things  then  existing,  was  illegal.  Because  if  the  presence  alone 
of  the  allies  in  the  Mexican  territory  had  suflSced  to  return  their  liberty  to  the 
Mexican  emigrants,  as  M.  Billault  pretended,  what  necessity  was  there  of  the 
amnesty  that  the  admiral  seemed  so  anxious  to  obtaui  of  the  government  of 
Mexico  ? 

So  untenable  was  the  ground  taken  by  the  French  commissioners  in  denying 
to  have  violated  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  that  the  imperial  government 
had  to  abandon  it,  and  M.  Billault  (page  967,  col.  6)  did  not  hesitate  to  con- 
fess that  they  had  been  broken  by  France,  saying : 

"  I  resume  this  point  of  the  debate,  and  say  we  have  broken  the  convention 
of  La  Soledad  because  deplorable  in  its  stipulations ;  could  not  be  ratified  by  the 
government  of  the  Emperor ;  was  contrary  to  all  the  original  intentions  of  the 
expedition  and  to  the  instructions  given.  We  have  broken  it  because  the  gov- 
ernment of  Juarez  has  continued,  after  this  convention,  with  its  oppression  and 
extortions  on  our  countrymen.  We  have  broken  it  because  its  agents  have  dared 
to  claim  an  act  that  would  have  dishonored  our  flag.  We  have  broken  it  because 
it  could  not  conduce  to  any  serious  result,  and  was  only  a  snare  (leurre)  to  prolong 
our  inaction  until  the  moment  when  the  rains  and  yellow  fever  would  come  to 
paralyze  our  inaction." 

The  imperial  government  could  not  confess  more  clearly  the  fact  of  having 
broken  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  though  its  agent  in  Mexico  endeavored 
to  deny  it.  The  reasons  with  which  he  pretended  to  justify  a  violation  so  fla- 
grant are,  as  it  has  been  seen,  either  utterly  false  or  entirely  insufficient.  The 
pretended  new  outrages  committed  against  French  subjects  belong  to  the  former 
category.  It  has  been  seen  already  that  when  M.  Saligny  mentioned  this  sub- 
ject in  the  conference  of  Orizaba,  and  Sir  Charles  Wyke  asked  what  were  these 
outrages  to  which  he  alluded,  that  he  was  not  able  to  cite  a  single  one.  In  the 
note  that  the  allied  commissioners  addressed  to  the  Mexican  government  on  the 
9th  of  April,  (annex  5  to  my  note  to  that  department  of  10th  of  May  last,) 
referring  to  this  same  subject,  they  said : 

"  The  undersigned  have  heard  with  regret  that,  after  the  day  in  which  the 
agreement  of  La  Soledad  was  concluded,  new  outrages  have  been  perpetrated 
against  their  fellow-citizens." 

In  answer  to  this  charge  the  government  of  Mexico,  in  note  of  the  11th  of 
the  same  April,  (annexed  to  my  note  of  18th  of  May  last,)  addressed  to  the 
French  commissioners,  said  as  follows  : 

**  The  undersigned  regrets  to  be  obliged  to  repel  as  inexact  the  proposition  of 
the  commissioners,  in  which  they  affirm  that  new  outrages  have  been  committed 
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against  their  fellow-citizens  after  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad.  No  act  of 
the  kind  has  been  reported  to  the  government  through  subaltern  authorities, 
and  if  any  has  been  coramitted,  it  must  have  been  of  so  little  importance  that  it 
was  not  considered  of  consequence  enough  to  be  communicated  to  the  highest 
-authority.** 

"  The  French  commissioners  have  been  at  liberty  and  have  had  the  opportu- 
nity to  make  any  claim  against  any  outrage  whatever,  and  their  silence  justifies 
the  presumption  that  there  has  occurred  nothing  to  give  reason  for  complaint/* 
After  this,  the  honor  of  men  of  truth  required  that  the  French  commissioners 
should  mention  some  of  the  outrages  which  they  affirmed  their  countrymen 
had  suflfered.  But  as  their  accusations  were  calumnious,  instead  of  citing  a  sin- 
gle case  of  new  violence,  they  answered,  in  note  of  April  16,  (annex  3  to 
my  note  of  2d  of  June,)  in  the  following  manner : 

"  If  the  undersigned  did  not  wish  to  avoid  useless  recriminations,  wanting  in 
dignity,  nothing  could  be  easier  than  to  prove  ^ith  facts  that  it  is  not  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Emperor  who  have  endeavored  to  elude  the  negotiations 
under  puerile  pretexts,  nor  who  have  come  to  Mexico  to  combat  ideas  of  reform, 
liberty,  and  national  independence.  But  that  the  government  is,  who  has,  with 
its  own  hands,  destroyed  it — destroyed  it,  persisting  from  the  following  day  in 
which  that  convention  was  signed,  and  with  renewed  violence,  to  abandon  itself 
daily  to  the  same  culpable  acts  against  the  property  and  persons  of  the  subjects 
of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  and  against  the  most  sacred  principles  of  the  rights  of 
man,  thus  ending  by  obliging  the  allied  powers  to  demand  reparation  by  force 
of  arms.*' 

These  generalities  and  vague  denunciations  are  more  than  sufficient  to  show 
if  there  was  any  truth  in  the  accusations  of  the  French  agents,  repeated  and 
added  now  by  the  imperial  government. 

As  the  policy  advised  by  M.  Saligny  was  more  in  conformity  with  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Emperor,  when  his  Majesty  took  from  the  admiral  the  powers  of 
plenipotentiary,  he  conferred  them  exclusively  upon  the  former.  M.  Billault, 
without  entering  into  these  details,  relates  (page  967,  col.  2)  what  the  Moniteur, 
on  the  2d  of  April,  had  said,  viz  :  that  in  consequence  of  the  convention  of  La  So- 
ledad, which  had  so  much  displeased  the  Emperor,  "  the  diplomatic  direction  of 
the  expedition  had  been  intrusted  exclusively  to  M.  de  Saligny.** 

In  regard  to  this  person  I  have  to  say  a  few  words,  before  proceeding  further, 
on  account  of  the  important  part  which  he  happens  to  play  in  the  present  diffi- 
xsulties.  So  strange  was  his  conduct,  so  hostile  to  the  constituted  government 
his  proceedings,  so  little  in  conformity  with  the  interests  which  all  believed 
France  desired  to  extend  and  maintain  in  Mexico,  and  so  impudent  his  calumnies 
against  the  country  m  general,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  conceive  that  the 
Emperor's  govemmeait  would  knowingly  participate  in  so  iniquitous  a  scheme ; 
and  it  was  generally  thought  that  the  Emperor,  giving  more  credit  to  the  repre- 
sentations of  his  minister  than  they  deserved,  had  been  deceived  with  regard  to 
the  real  situation  of  Mexico — a  result  to  which  the  traitorous  Mexicans  residing 
in  Paris  had  likewise  contributed.  But  it  was  also  generally  hoped,  almost 
with  a  blind  confidence,  that  when  the  Emperor  should  ascertain  the  true  facts 
in  the  case  he  would  change  his  conduct  and  remove  the  minister,  who  had  so 
far  abused  his  position  and  the  confidence  placed  in  him  as  to  have  in  such  a 
manner  misled  the  judgment  of  his  government  and  so  much  prejudiced  the 
real  interests  of  his  country.  Unfortunately,  this  did  not  turn  out  to  be  the 
case,  and  subsequent  events  have  proved  that  the  French  government  was  not 
the  instrument  of  M.  Saligny,  but  that  M.  Saligny  was,  and  is,  the  instrument — 
well  chosen,  indeed— of  his  government,  which,  as  soon  as  it  conceived  the  plans 
which  it  is  now  endeavoring  to  carry  out  in  Mexico,  knew  that,  in  order  to  effect 
them,  it  was  necessary  at  all  hazards  to  break  with  that  republic,  with  cause  or 
without  cause ;  and  that  for  this  purpose  it  must  make  use  of  a  person  who,  by 
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calumniating  a  whole  nation  and  officially  sending  false  information  without 
scruple,  would  present  the  conduct  of  France  in  the  light  of  apparent  justice. 

M.  Saligny  came  to  the  republic  in  the  days  in  which  that  ghost  of  a  govern- 
ment was  crumbling  away,  which  the  reaction  had  established  in  the  city  of 
Mexico,  and  which  France  recognized  as  the  government  of  the  republic  and 
sustained  with  all  its  moral  support.  Perhaps  this  simple  reason  was  the  only 
one  which  decided  him  not  to  present  his  credentials  to  Don  Miguel  Miramon. 
In  the  alternative  of  presenting  them  to  the  only  constituted  government  exist- 
ing in  the  country,  or  of  presenting  them  to  no  one,  he  preferred  the  former, 
certainly  because  he  believed  he  would  thus  the  more  easily  arrive  at  the  ends 
which  he  proposed  to  himself  to  attain.  Now  he  had  not  presented  his  creden- 
tials at  all,  (that  is,  he  had  not  for  Mexico  the  character  of  minister  from  France,) 
when  he  undertook  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  government  of  Mexico 
under  the  pretext  of  defending  the  "  Sisters  of  Charity,"  who  were  not  French 
and  whom  nobody  disturbed,  pretending  that  that  community  was  under  the 
immediate  protection  of  France.  On  another  occasion,  the  Viscount  de  Gabriac, 
the  predecessor  of  M.  Saligny,  had  made  similar  pretensions,  having  sought  to 
have  the  French  flag  hoisted  over  the  convent  of  that  community,  because  the 
capital  was  then  in  a  state  of  war.  But  the  government  of  General  Comonfort, 
far  from  consenting,  refused  to  acknowledge  any  such  right,  as  the  republic  had 
never  recognized,  and  never  could  recognize,  that  any  religious  corporation, 
resident  in  Mexicar  territory,  should  be  under  the  protection  of  a  foreign  power. 
M.  Saligny,  in  the  character  of  the  representative  of  France,  to  which  he  was 
not  yet  entitled,  in  the  presence  of  the  civil  judge  of  Mexico  who  was  taking 
cognizance  of  some  matter  relative  to  that  corporation,  nullified  the  proceedings 
of  the  judge,  and  caused  the  abstraction  of  certain  objects  deposited  by  judicial 
authority,  in  such  way  as  to  render  that  authority  entirely  nugatory. 

In  the  discourse  which  he  delivered  on  presenting  his  credentials  to  the 
president,  on  the  16th  of  March,  1861,  he  recognized  "that  the  civil  war  was 
now  ended  in  the  republic;"  took  into  account  *' the  embarrassments  insepa- 
rable from  aU  new  establishments,  and  the  difficulties  inevitably  created  by 
three  years  of  sanguinary  conflict,"  to  explain  why  "  his  hopes  had  not  been 
realized,  that  the  republic  had  entered  on  an  era  of  stability  and  prosperity;" 
and  offered  the  assurance  "  that  the  moral  support  of  the  Emperor,  most  cor- 
dial and  sincere,  should  never  be  wanting  to  the  actual  government,"  in  order 
that  "  the  president  might  succeed  in  establishing  his  government  on  a  solid 
and  lasting  basis,  in  order  that  order  and  prosperity  might  be  restored  in  the 
country,  and  in  order  that  all  attempt  might  be  rendered  impossible  which 
might  have  for  its  object  to  plunge  the  republic  anew  into  the  horrors  of  civil 
war."  The  sincerity  of  these  protestations  and  assurances  of  friendship,  so 
profusely  off*ered,  ^^as  put  to  the  proof  very  shortly  after,  and  the  result  did  no 
great  honor  to  the  minister  who  made  them,  or  the  government  in  whose  name 
they  were  made. 

The  conduct  of  M.  Saligny  became  every  day  more  hostile  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico ;  he  raised  as  many  obstacles  and  embarrassments  as  he  could 
in  the  way  of  the  administration ;  he  occupied  himself  in  giving  to  the  armed 
reaction,  which  was  in  open  rebellion  against  the  government,  all  the  moral 
support  of  France  which  he  had  offered  to  the  latter ;  he  gave  an  asylum  in 
his  house  to  various  rebel  chiefs ;  abusing  the  immunity  of  his  public  character, 
he  covered  with  his  official  seal  the  correspondence  between  the  reactionists  in 
the  field  and  those  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  French  legation ;  he  turned  his 
house  into  a  permanent  focus  of  conspiracy  against  the  government,  and  pub- 
lished, without  the  slightest  dissimulation,  the  anticipate  advent  of  the  rebels 
to  power,  and  the  consequent  fall  of  the  existing  government,  which  he  had 
recognized,  and  with  which  he  was  at  the  time  in  amicable  relations. 

In  August,  1861,  M.  Saligny  went  so  far  as  to  suppose  that  an  attempt  had 
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been  made  upon  his  life,  and  an  injury  thereby  done  to  his  country.  From  the 
judicial  investigation  instituted  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  in  which  was  given 
the  testimony,  among  other,  of  four  French  witnesses,  it  was  clearly  proved  that 
no  such  attempt  had  been  made  against  the  life  of  the  minister  of  France,  and 
no  such  injury  done  to  his  country  as  he  represented ;  and  that  the  former  was 
not  and  could  not  have  been  possible,  as  it  was  fully  proved  that  the  ball,  which 
was  found  in  the  corridor  of  M.  Saligny's  house,  could  not  have  come  there 
except  by  a  rebound  and  in  virtue  of  an  accident  entirely  casual.  On  this 
point,  I  spoke  to  you  more  sparingly  in  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
address  to  you  on  the  30th  of  October,  1861,  with  which  I  also  enclosed  a  copy 
of  the  above-mentioned  judicial  investigation.  The  French  government  affects 
to  ignore  the  existence  of  such  an  investigation,  although  the  Mexican  minister 
in  Paris  presented  a  copy  of  the  proceedings,  and  continues  to  accuse  the  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  of  this  crime  among  other  imaginary  ones  which  it  imputes 
to  it.  In  the  despatch  before  cited  from  M.  Thouvenel  to  M.  Saligny,  on  the 
30th  of  October,  1861,  of  which  I  transmit  a  copy,  the  French  minister  for 
foreign  affairs  writes  to  the  minister  of  that  power  in  Mexico  in  reference  to 
that  incident :  **  In  other  circumstances,  we  would  have  demanded  the  institu- 
tion of  a  complete  investigation,  and,  if  necessary,  suitable  reparation  for  the 
criminal  attempt  of  which  you  have  been  the  object — the  representative  of  his 
Majesty.  In  the  present  state  of  affairs,  after  congratulating  you  on  having 
escaped  any  fatal  consequence,  we  can  do  no  less  than  add  this  act  to  all  those 
which  place  us  under  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  the  employment  of  severe 
means  against  Mexico."  So,  then,  the  French  government  does  not  hesitate  to 
enumerate,  among  the  motives  which  have  caused  it  to  have  recourse  to  hos- 
tilities, an  act  which  itself  confesses  ought  to  be  submitted  to  an  examination. 
M.  Saligny,  however,  went  still  further,  as,  in  the  6th  article  of  the  ultimatum, 
prepared  by  him  in  Vera  Cruz  in  January  last,  to  be  sent  to  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment, taking  for  authentic  and  sufficiently  proved  an  act  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  his  government,  deserved  to  be  previously  investigated,  he  demanded  that 
the  authors  of  that  supposed  attempt  should  be  exemplarily  punished,  and  that 
the  government  of  Mexico  should  give  to  France  and  to  its  representative  the 
reparation  and  satisfaction  due  for  these  imaginaiy  excesses. 

Similar  punishment  and  reparation  was  demanded  by  M.  Saligny,  in  the 
above-mentioned  article  of  his  ultimatum,  for  what  he  calls  "  the  outrages  to 
which  the  minister  of  France  was  exposed  on  the  first  days  of  November, 
1861,"  and  which  he  ought  to  be  the  first  to  seek  to  consign  to  oblivion.  It  is 
a  matter  of  public  notoriety  in  Mexico  that  in  the  beginning  of  November  re- 
ferred to  M.  Saligny  appeared  in  a  public  place  in  the  capital  in  a  condition 
very  far  from  sobriety,  and  that  there  he  broke  out  into  vile  insults  against  the 
government  of  the  country  in  which  he  was,  and  against*  Mexican  society  in 
general.  Some  one  was  found  to  undertake  their  defence  against  the  charges 
80  gratuitously  made,  and  a  personal  quarrel  was  evoked,  which  the  authorities 
were  very  careful  to  prevent.  There  is  no  need  of  great  effort  to  discover  on 
which  side  the  outrage  was.  These  pretended  outrages  were  what  M  Saligny 
considered  as  the  reasons  which  rendered  impossible  any  settlement  w^ith  the 
Mexican  government,  according  to  his  letter  to  General  Serrano  on  the  22d  of 
November,  referred  to,  **  that,  apart  from  the  orders  which  he  had  received  from 
the  Emperor,  very  serious  circumstances  had  occurred  which  made  his  stay  in 
the  capital  impossible."  Nevertheless,  it  is  worthy  of  attention  that  the  French 
government,  which  seeks  even  the  most  insignificant  reasons,  and  those  same 
things  which  itself  confesses  needed  a  previous  investigation  in  order  to  make 
severe  charges  against  Mexico,  did  not  share  in  the  opinion  of  M.  Saligny,  and 
has  made  no  mention  of  this  disgraceful  incident. 

The  language  used  by  M.  Saligny  in  his  communications  to  the  government 
of  Mexico,  and  the  insults  offered  by  him  to  the  members  of  the  administration, 
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against  whom  he  made  charges  of  falsehood,  and  to  the  whole  country,  are  un- 
exampled in  the  annals  of  diplomacy,  and  appear  scarcely  credible.  The  Mexi- 
can government  gave  a  proof  of  the  greatest  moderation  in  abstaining  from 
sending  his  passport  to  a  foreign  agent  who  had  so  lamentably  forgotten  the 
usual  considerations  that  guide  the  conduct  of  gentlemen.  ^ 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1861,  dining  in  the  Tejeria  at  the  table  of  General 
Uraga,  who  was  then  commander-in-chief  of  the  Mexican  army  of  the  east,  M. 
Saligny,  abusing  the  hospitalities  which  he  received  from  that  general,  and  for- 
getting what  was  due  to  him  as  a  friend  and  host  and  as  a  Mexican  general, 
offered  him,  in  an  empliatic  tone,  and  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  spoke 
as  the  minister  of  France  and  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  the  title  of  duke, 
the  haion  of  marshal  of  France,  and  the  highest  position,  if  he  would  disown 
the  government  of  President  Juarez,  with  whom  he  assured  him  France  would 
never  treat,  and  would  assume  the  charge,  with  the  forces  under  his  command, 
of  organizing  a, new  government.  This  important  revelation,  which  was  made 
by  General  tJi-aga  in  the  letter  which  he  wrote  to  M.  Saligny  on  the  10th  of 
September  last,  and  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  among  the 
accompanying  documents,  of  a  fact  which  M.  Saligny  could  not  deny,  because 
his  conversation  occurred  in  the  presence  of  M.  Chaillee,  captain  of  the  French 
(rigate  "  La  Foudre,"  manifests  the  more  the  meanness  of  which  the  man  is 
capable  who  could  have  had  the  audacfty  to  make  such  a  base  proposal — the 
real  tendencies  and  ill-concealed  plans  of  the  government  in  whose  name  it  was 
made. 

Fortunately  for  the  cause  of  justice,  the  Spanish  government  has  published 
eome  communications  and  private  letters  of  M.  Saligny,  addressed  to  General 
Serrano,  which  constitute  the  most  terrible  process  that  could  be  instituted 
against  M.  Saligny,  and  which  are  sufficient  to  enable  public  opinion  to  pro- 
nounce upon  him  the  severest  condemnation. 

With  the  intention  of  augmenting  his  influence  in  Mexico,  M.  Saligny  added 
to  his  functions  as  representative  of  France,  that  of  protecting  Spanish  subjects, 
Sardinian  subjects,  and  citizens  of  the  Helvetic  Confederation.  The  protection 
of  Spanish  subjects  gave  him  the  character  of  representative  from  Spain  to  the 
Mexican  republic.  He  intrigued  to  have  that  power  assist,  without  knowing 
it,  in  carrying  out  the  French  schemes ;  and  there  are  strong  reasons  for  believ- 
ing that  to  his  representations  and  despatches  are,  in  a  great  measure,  due  the 
active  hostilities  undertaken  against  Mexico  by  the  government  of  her  Catholic 
Majesty  at  the  close  of  the  last  year,  and  of  which  the  injudiciousness  appeared 
in  the  manner  in  which  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Spanish  forces  put  an  end 
to  the  expedition.  M.  Saligny  directed  all  his  efforts  to  have  Spain  send  an 
expedition  against  Mexico  immediately,  and  to  effect  his  purpose  made  use  of  all 
the  means  afforded  by  his  official  position,  now  showing  the  pretended  advan- 
tages of  the  enterprise,  now  decrying  the  opposition  and  the  obstacles  which  it 
would  encounter,  and  now,  again,  endeavoring  to  arouse  the  susceptibility  of 
Spanish  pride,  by  affecting  to  consider  the  matter  as  a  question  of  honor. 

In  the  note  which  he  wrote  to  General  Serrano  on  the  22d  of  November, 
(Appendix  from  No.  1  to  No.  40  of  the  documents  presented  to  the  Spanish 
cortes,  and  of  which  I  transmit  a  copy  among  the  accompanying  documents,) 
he  says :  "Force  is,  for  the  future,  the  only  argument  that  ought  to  be  employed 
by  the  Queen's  government.  God  grant  that  it  be  before  long."  In  a  private 
letter  of  the  same  date,  (Appendix  No.  7,  No.  42  of  the  same  documents,  of 
which,  likewise,  I  send  you  copies,)  he  says :  "  Let  the  Spanish  forces  come 
quickly  :  that  is  what  is  necessary."  In  another  private  letter  of  the  24th  of 
November,  referred  to,  (Appendix  No.  9  to  No.  42  of  the  documents  cited,  like- 
wise enclosed,)  he  says  :  **  I  insist  that  if  you  are  going  to  take  active  measures, 
you  should  do  so  without  loss  of  time,  in  my  opinion." 

In  beginning  a  paragraph  of  his  letter  of  the  22d  of  November,  he  says  that 
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"  the  Mexican  government  was  striving  to  rouse  the  national  feeling  against  the 
Spaniards ;"  and  before  the  end  of  the  same  paragraph  he  contradicts  himself, 
by  asserting  that  the  same  government  strove  to  restrain  the  disorderly  mani- 
festations against  Spanish  subjects. 

Desiring  to  indispose  the  mind  of  General  Serrano  against  Mexico,  by  the 
recital  of  imaginary  wrongs  suflFered  by  Spaniards,  he  tells  him  that  "  he  sends 
him  a  narrative  of  infamies  unexampled,  in  which  the  truth  of  the  facts  has  been 
certified  to  me  by  fifty  witnesses  worthy  of  credit;"  and,  as  if  this  were  not 
enough,  he  adds :  "I  am  much  deceived  in  regard  to  noble  and  chivalrous  Spain, 
if  it  hesitates  to  rise,  like  a  single  cavalier,  to  avenge  such  bloody  outrages." 
And,  as  if  it  were  not  sufficient  that  General  Serrano  should  take  notice  of  the 
bloody  outrages,  and  with  the  intention  that  the  narrative  of  them  and  the 
accompanying  hint  should  go  to  Madrid,  without  any  alteration  that  might 
diminish  their  force,  he  authorized  the  said  general,  "  without  regard  to  the  pri- 
vate character  of  the  letter,  to  mak&  such  use  of  it  as  might  conduce  to  the 
interests  of  his  government." 

With  the  view  of  predisposing  General  Serrano  in  another  way,  and,  by  a 
natural  consequence,  also  General  Prim,  he  wrote  to  the  former  (letter  of  the 
29th  of  November)  that  "  there  was  a  rumor  in  Mexico  that  the  minister  of 
finance,  Gonzalez  Echeverria,  uncle  of  the  Countess  of  Reus,  only  needed  a 
half  an  hour's  conversation  with  his  nephew  to  settle  the  Spanish  question." 

After  this,  and  when  M.  Saligny  saw  that  his  intrigues  produced  no  influence 
on  the  upright  and  independent  mind  of  General  Prim,  he  sought  to  bring  him 
into  disfavor  with  the  very  officers  of  the  Spanish  army,  by  attributing  the  noble 
conduct  of  the  general  to  views  of  personal  aggrandizement;  and  he  said  to 
Colonel  Mcnduina,  Spanish  governor  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  to  Senor  Cortes,  consul 
of  Spain  at  the  same  port,  "  that  if  the  Count  of  Reus  censured  the  project  of  a 
monarchy  in  Mexico  in  favor  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian,  it  was  because  he 
himself  aspired  to  be  crowned  emperor  of  Mexico,"  of  which  stat<*raent  he 
asserted  that  he  possessed  the  proof.  General  Prim  having  demanded  of  him, 
at  the  conference  of  Orizaba,  on  the  9th  of  April,  that  he  would  present  this 
proof,  he  replied  that  it  consisted  in  an  article  of  a  periodical,  in  an  ambiguous 
expression  which  that  general  had  made  use  of  in  a  conversation  with  M. 
Saligny,  and  in  a  letter  ^vritten  by  a  Mexican  favorable  to  such  a  candidacy. 

He  called  Don  Manuel  Robles,  whose  base  flatterer  he  was  and  accomplice  in 
his  intrigues,  as  is  shown  by  the  letter  of  Robles  written  to  Saligny,  November 
12,  (see  from  No.  7  to  No.  42  referred  to,)  "  the  only  general,  and  perhaps  the 
only  man,  of  honor  in  the  country;"  and  General  Uraga,  who  had  committed 
the  crime  of  being  a  patriot  and  a  good  Mexican,  he  qualified  as  "  fickle,  pre- 
sumptuous, false  in  the  extreme,  and  hypocritical  as  a  Mexican;"  and,  adul- 
terating what  he  had  said  at  a  dinner  in  regard  to  the  superiority  of  the  resources 
of  the  allies  in  comparison  with  those  of  Mexico,  M.  Saligny  asserted  that  Gren- 
eral  Uraga  could  not  entertain  any  doubt  with  regard  to  the  success  of  the 
former,  and  the  inutility  of  resistance  in  the  latter. 

No  less  honorable  to  the  good  judgment  of  M.  Saligny  is  the  analysis  of  his 
estimation  of  the  situation  of  Mexico.  It  appeared  impossible  to  him  that  the 
Mexican  government  could  raise  30,000  men ;  and  it  has  now  in  arms  a  force 
superior  to  that  number.  He  did  not  believe  that  more  than  6,000  soldiers 
could  be  sent  against  the  Spaniards ;  and  General  Uraga  succeeded  in  collecting 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Vera  Cruz,  before  the  convention  of  La  Soledad,  an 
army  of  16,000  men.  He  was  sure  that  if  the  Mexican  government  sent 
against  the  Spaniards  the  4,000  men,  whom  he  thought  the  only  ones  it  had  at 
its  disposal,  the  traitor  Marquez  would  enter  the  capital  on  the  next  day;  and 
we  have  already  seen  that  not  only  4,000  but  16,000  soldiers  were  sent,  and 
that  Marquez  did  not  enter  Mexico,  or  appear  anywhere  near  that  city.  He 
believed  that  the  Spanish  army  would  march  to  the  capital  without  any  obstacle. 
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?herefore  he  wrote  to  Greneral  Serrano  "  that  he  hoped  to  see  him  persuaded  to 
ake  command  of  the  expedition;"  and  neither  General  Serrano  commanded  it, 
lor  was  it  organized  to  reach  the  capital,  nor  could  it  have  reached  it  if  it  had 
ried,  as  Greneral  Lorencez  has  been  unable  to  reach  it  with  the  French  forces, 
le  attributed  to  General  Doblado  some  designs  of  substituting  himself  in 
ilace  of  President  Juarez;  which  designs  facts  have  proved  never  to  have  had 
ny  existence.  And  he  supposed  that  the  seventy  deputies  who  voted  against 
be  Zamacona-Wyke  treaty  were  in  secret  intelligence  with  that  general  to  de- 
lose  President  Juarez;  and  shortly  afterwards,  the  same  General  Doblado  made 
treaty  with  Sir  Charles  Wyke  similar  to  that  which  it  was  supposed  the  con- 
Tess  had  rejected  through  his  instigation.  He  asserted  that  the  Mexican  gov- 
mmetit  "had  entered  into  negotiations  with  Mr.  Pickett,  the  agent  of  the 
Confederate  States,"  which  negotiations  he  characterized  as  terrible,  and  added 
hat  they  were  such  as  to  throw  Mexico,  within  two  or  three  months,  into  the 
rms  of  her  neighbors  of  the  south;"  and  neither  were  there  any  negotiations 
ntered  into,  nor  has  Mexico  been  at  all  thrown  into  the  arms  of  her  neighbors, 
lotwithstanding  that  five  times  the  space  of  time  has  passed  that  was  fixed  by 
L  Saligny. 

Communications  so  far  from  the  truth  as  those  which  precede,  and  opinions  so 
DJudicious,  are  those  which  M.  Saligny  daily  transmitted  to  the  French  gov- 
mment.  It  is  evidently  demonstrated  that  he  did  not  judge  of  passing  events 
Q  Mexico  with  the  cool  and  impartial  reason  of  a  statesman,  but  that  he  per- 
aitted  himself  to  be  carried  away  by  his  passions,  by  the  hatred,  as  deeply 
ooted  as  it  was  undeserved,  which  he  entertained  against  the  country,  against 
he  form  of  its  government,  and  against  the  personal  composition  of  its  adminis- 
ration.  An  agent  endowed  with  such  dispositions  was  certainly  the  most 
uitable  instrument  that  the  Emperor's  government  could  find  for  the  execution 
)f  its  designs. 

But  the  character  and  the  tendencies  of  M.  Saligny  are  most  clearly  shown  in 
lis  injurious  conduct  towards  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  the  British  minister  in  Mexico, 
tnd  in  the  rivalry  and  animosity  which  he  sought  to  excite  between  England 
ind  Spain.  Sir  Charles  Wyke  arrived  in  the  republic  when  M.  Saligny  had 
dready  resided  some  time  in  it.  With  the  advantage  of  an  experience  of  six 
nonths,  and  the  presumptions  in  his  favor,  M.  Saligny  tried  to  draw  over  his 
iolleague  to  his  ideas  in  order  to  make  of  him  an  instrument  of  his  views. 
With  this  intention,  he  impressed  him  strongly  with  what  he  called  the  anar- 
chical character  of  the  progressionist  party,  and  with  the  suitableness  of  adopting 
I  system  of  compromise  which  might  give  stability  to  liberal  institutions,  which 
system  the  British  minister  continued  to  propose  and  defend  for  a  considerable 
time  after.  This  explains  the  absolute  conformity  with  which  both  ministers  . 
acted  when  the  law  of  the  17th  of  July,  1861,  was  passed,  which  suspended  the 
payments  of  the  debts  of  Mexico  for  two  years.*  But  as  soon  as  Sir  Charles 
Wyke  discovered  that  the  situation  was  not  such  as  M.  Saligny  had  pictured  to 
lum,and  that  the  interests  of  England  would  be  prejudiced  if  he  continued  to  co- 
operate in  the  policy  adopted  by  the  minister  of  France,  he  acted  in  entire  inde- 
pendence of  him  and  began  to  retrace  his  steps.  The  displeasure  which  a 
change  so  natural  produced  in  M.  Saligny  was  without  bounds.  He  called  Sir 
Charles  Wyke,  whom  a  few  days  previous  he  had  eulogized,  "  a  diplomatist  of 
blacks  ;"  that  gentleman's  change  of  policy,  "a  sudden  change  efface  executed 
with  as  much  duplicitj'  as  turpitude;"  the  Zamacona-Wyke  treaty,  "an  arrange- 
ment in  which  were  shamefully  sacrificed  all  the  principles  hitherto  invoked  by 
England  in  unison  with  France,"  every  article  of  which  "showed  the  cunning  and 
bad  faith  of  the  Mexican  government,  no  less  than  the  wonderful  candor  of  per- 
fidious Albion."  He  congratulates  himself  because  the  periodical  styled  the  "  Mex- 
ican Extraordinary"  has  dealt  Sir  Charles  Wyke  a  blow  from  which  he  may 
30t  easily  recover,  and  gives  out  that  that  periodical  enjoys  a  large  circulation  in 
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England.  All  the  charges  with  regard  to  the  English  minister's  change  of 
policy,  which  drew  upon  him  the  wrajh  of  M.  Saligny,  are  founded  on  the 
fact  that,  when  the  government  of  Mexico  offered  to  concede  to  Great  Britain 
whatever  that  power  demanded  of  the  republic.  Sir  Charles  Wyke  accepted  the 
offer  and  entered  into  negotiations,  while  the  policy  of  M.  Saligny,  or,  to  speak 
more  ct)rrectly,  that  of  the  Emperor,  consisted  and  now  consists  in  refusing  to 
treat  with  Mexico  at  all;  because  if  it  descended  at  all  to  the  arena  of  negotia- 
tions, it  would  see  at  once  the  impossibility  of  carrying  out  its  plans  for  con- 
quest and  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy.  Finally,  in  an  article  of  a  Mexican 
periodical,  M.  Saligny  encountered  new  proofs  of  the  duplicity  and  gross  ignor- 
ance of  the  British  minister. 

With  the  intention  of  exciting  jealousy  and  misunderstanding  between  Eng- 
land and  Spain,  he  wrote  to  General  Serrano  that,  on  account  of  the  English 
minister's  having  entered  on  negotiations  with  the  government  of  Mexico, 
"  Spain  was  threatened  with  other  dangers  and  other  sources  of  inquietude,"  and 
he  places  the  following  sentence  in  the  mouth  of  Sir  Charles  Wyke.  "  We 
have  an  invincible  repugnance  to  entering,  be  the  circumstances  what  they  may, 
into  a  unity  of  action  with  Spain,  especially,  when  behind  her  we  see  France." 
And  he  supposes  that  there  is  "a  chimerical  project  for  an  alliance  between 
Mexico,  the  United  States,  and  England,  against  France  and  Spain." 

Whilst  to  Spain  he  presented  the  war  with  Mexico  as  a  very  simple  enter- 
prise, and  one  of  easy  execution,  before  the  expedition  was  sent,  to  France  he 
exaggerated  the  dangers  which  foreigners  ran,  and  expressed  his  fear  of  per- 
ishing in  the  way  from  Mexico  to  Vera  Cruz,  in  order  that  the  Emperor  might 
be  induced  to  send  a  larger  force  than  he  had  determined  in  the  beginning  to 
send.  The  Spanish  ambassador  in  Paris,  who  went  to  inquire  of  M.  Thouvenel 
what  motives  had  determined  the  Emperor  to  augment  the  French  contingent  in 
Mexico  with  3,000  men,  received  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  France 
the  answer  that  the  motives  were  (No.  59  of  the  Spanish  documents)  the  fears 
infused  into  the  mind  of  the  Emperor  by  the  French  minister  in  Mexico.  "  M.  de 
Saligny,"  continues  Senor  Mon,  "  and  the  commandant  of  the  French  squadron 
cruising  in  the  waters  of  Mexico,  exaggerating,  in  my  opinion,  the  exasperation  of 
the  country  against  foreigners,  and  the  resistance  meditated  by  the  Mexicans,  the 
former  wrote,  in  his  correspondence  with  the.minister  of  foreign  affairs,  that  he 
then  recommended  his  family  to  the  Emperor,  if  he  perished  on  the  way  from 
Mexico  to  Vera  Cruz."  Whilst  he  caused  the  Emperor  to  believe  that  the 
hatred  of  the  Mexicans  was  inflamed  against  him  to  such  an  extreme  as  that 
he  considered  it  almost  certain  that  he  would  be  assassinated  on  the  road,  he 
gave  General  Seifano  to  understand  (No.  1  to  No.  73  annexed)  that  the  danger 
of  being  attacked  on  the  way  arose,  not  from  the  fact  of  his  being  an  object  of 
the  persecution  of  the  Mexic^s,  but  from  his  having  travelled  in  company  with 
more  than  thirty  Spaniards ;  and  a  little  before,  in  his  letter  of  the  22d  of  No- 
vember, he  wrote  to  him :  *'  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  popular  feeling  is 
much  less  hostile  to  other  foreigners,  especially  French,  than  to  the  Spaniards." 
And  although,  on  the  22d  of  November,  1861,  he  had  made  the  declaration  that 
the  French  were,  of  all  the  foreigners  resident  in  Mexico,  the  best  regarded,  ia 
a  despatch  of  the  16th  of  October  of  the  same  year,  addressed  to  M.  Thouvenel, 
and  of  which  M.  Billault  read  some  extracts,  (page  966,  colunm  1,)  he  wrote 
to  the  imperial  government : 

"  For  twenty-four  hours  the  agents  of  the  government,  without  any  regard  to 
the  representations  of  foreigners,  have  commenced  to  seize  everything  they  can 
lay  their  hands  on.  Against  our  countrymen  especially  they  proceed  with  a 
brutality  and  violence,  in  presence  of  which,  while  awaiting  the  hour  of  chastise- 
ment, I  can  do  more  than  to  recommend  to  the  subjects  of  the  Emperor  to  suffer 
with  patience  and  resignation." 
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A  letter  from  Almonte  to  Don  Manuel  M.  Serrano,  who  acts  as  governor  in 
Vera  Cmz,  which  letter  was  intercepted  by  the  government  of  the  republic,  and 
of  which  1  trangmit  a  copy  among  the  documents  annexed,  places  in  a  clear 
light  the  nature  of  the  transactions  between  M.  Saligny  and  the  traitors  pro- 
tected by  the  French  flag.  From  it  it  appears  that  M.  Saligny  was  going  to 
lend  to  Almonte  the  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  custom-house  at  Vera  Cruz  ap- 
pertaining to  France  under  the  arrangement  of  the  existing  convention,  in  order 
that  he  might  therewith  defray  the  expenses  necessary  for  sustaining  the  show 
of  a  government  which  he  has  established,  and  continue  the  system  of  bribery 
which  he  has  invented.  It  likewise  appears  that  M.  Saligny  had  given  to 
Almonte,  with  the  same  object,  $30,000  in  drafts  on  Paris  for  the  first.  What 
credit  can  be  given,  afler  these  revelations,  to  the  lying  assurances  of  the  French 
government,  so  profusely  repeated  by  M.  Billaidt,  that  the  Emperor  does  not 
imdertake  to  subserve  the  interests  of  any  party  in  Mexico,  and  that  he  does 
not  a*$ume  to  provoke  or  foment  any  civil  war  in  that  country  ?  How  is  it  pos- 
sible to  believe,  after  such  revelations,  that  France  has  proposed  to  itself  only 
to  obtain  the  payment  of  the  debts  acknowledged  to  be  due  by  Mexico  to  French 
eubjecti*,  when  the  money  collected  for  that  purpose  is  given  to  Almonte  to  be 
used  in  sustaining  and  propagating  the  civil  wai*  which  he  has  excited  in 
Mexico  ?  What  meaning,  after  this,  can  the  instructions  of  M.  Thouvenel  to 
M.  Saligny  have,  to  which  M.  Billault  refers,  that  the  responsibility  of  the 
French  agents  should  not  be  confounded  with  that  of  Almonte  1 

It  is  known  that  the  pass  of  Chiquihuite  is,  perhaps,  the  most  advantageous 
military  position  for  defence  against  a  large  army  that  there  is  in  the  Mexican 
republic,  the  topographical  position  of  which  gives  it  a  great  advantage  in  that 
respect.  For  this  reason,  even  before  the  Spanish  squadron  had  arrived  at  Vera 
Croz,  the  Mexican  government  retired  its  forces  from  the  coast,  where,  for  want 
of  a  navy  and  other  means  of  defence  necessary  to  make  a  resistance  with  any 
probability  of  success,  it  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  offer  a  first  battle.  There- 
fore the  government  ordered  the  national  forces  to  be  concentrated  at  Chiqui- 
hoite  and  its  surroundings,  and  this  pass  was  fortified  and  placed  in  so  good  a 
state  of  defence,  that  the  allied  forces  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  pass  it  by  force, 
but  did  80  by  means  of  negotiation.  General  Uraga,  who  then  commanded  the 
Mexican  army  of  the  east,  says,  in  his  letter  to  M.  Saligny,  that  in  many  of  his 
despatches  he  had  promised  to  the  government  of  the  republic  that  the  allied 
forces,  such  as  they  were  in  January,  could  not  pass  the  fortified  positions, 
even  if  they  defeated  four  times  the  Mexican  army. 

When  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad  were  signed,  such  were  the  assurances 
given  to  the  Mexican  government  of  the  fidelity  with  which  the  allies  intended 
to  observe  them,  of  their  good  faith  and  certainty  that  all  would  be  arranged 
through  negotiations,  that  it  did  not  believe  in  the  possibility  of  any  hostilities. 
In  virtue  of  this  the  greater  part  of  the  forces  which  the  government  had  been* 
able  to  collect  were  withdrawn  from  the  coast,  and  sent  to  restore  to  order  the 
rebel  bands  which  were  making  an  armed  opposition  to  the  constituted  authori- 
ties, the  government  desiring  that  when  negotiations  were  opened  there  would 
be  no  person  in  rebellion  throughout  the  country. 

Thus  it  was  that  when  the  French  commissionei*s  declared  that  they  would 
not  open  the  negotiations,  the  government  of  the  republic  was  utterly  unprepared 
to  guard  the  principal  point  of  defence  of  the  country.  The  forces  which  had 
remained  under  General  Zaragoza  near  the  cantonment  granted  to  the  allies,  did 
not  count  four  thousand  men  even,  as  they  had  been  terribly  diminished  by  the 
disastrous  explosion  which  happened  at  San  Andres  Chalchicomula,  on  the  6th 
of  March  last,  the  number  of  victims  being  upwards  of  two  thousand  soids. 

If  the  French,  then,  had  returned  to  Paso  Ancho,  and  from  thence  had  imme- 
diately returned  to  Cordova,  they  might  have  been  able  to  pass  Chiquihuite 
before  it  bad  been  again  fortified  by  the  forces  of  the  republic.     But  their  w&ivt 
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of  delicacy  reached  to  the  point  of  their  not  wishing  even  to  take  that  trouble, 
preferring  to  cast  upon  their  honor  a  stain  that  nothing  will  efface.  Their  fear 
that  if  the  Mexican  troops  moved  quickly  they  would  reach  Chiquihuite  in  time 
to  defend  the  pass,  was,  perhaps,  the  principal,  if  not  the  only,  reason  which 
decided  them  to  act  so,  preferring  to  take  by  treason,  and  at  the  expense  of  their 
military  honor,  the  positions  which  they  did  not  venture  to  take  by  force  of 
arms.  On  the  17th  of  April  Admiral  Jurien  made  over  the  command  of  the 
French  troops  to  General  Lorencez,  who  was  to  consummate  their  horrible 
treason.  The  French  commissioners  had  promised  to  the  Mexican  government, 
in  note  of  the  9th  of  April,  that  by  the  20th  of  the  same  month  they  would  be 
at  Paso  Ancho,  and  would  commence  hostilities.  But  instead  of  retiring,  as 
they  were  pledged  to  do  and  had  so  recently  promised  again,  they  marched 
from  Cordova  upon  Orizaba,  firing  on  the  Mexican  soldiers  they  met  in  the 
road,  even  before  they  declared  the  hostilities  commenced.  The  pretext  they 
gave  to  explain  this  unjustifiable  violation  was  ^  new  calumny.  They  said 
that  the  safety  of  their  wounded,  left  in  Orizaba  under  the  safeguard  of  the 
Mexican  nation,  was  threatened.  In  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
you  on  the  2d  of  June  last,  I  showed  the  falseness  of  such  an  accusation.  Now 
I  have  an  additional  proof  to  relate,  which  came  to  my  knowledge  after  the 
date  of  said  note,  and  which  entirely  clears  this  calumny.  It  is  a  communica- 
tion from  General  Prim,  who  was  at  Orizaba  when  General  Lorencez  supposed 
that  the  safety  of  the  sick  was  threatened.  General  Prim  went  to  visit  the 
French  hospitals  several  times  on  the  same  day,  and  declares  that  the  wounded 
and  sick  of  the  French  were  not  in  the  least  exposed  to  danger.  I  believe  that 
a  long  time  will  not  elapse  before  the  public  light  sees  this  important  document 
Referring  to  this  painful  incident,  so  shameful  to  France,  M.  Favre  said,  in 
his  discourse  I  have  cited,  (page  965,  col.  1,)  as  follows : 

"  Be  it  as  it  may,  but  not  having  approved  the  convention,  it  appears,  gentle- 
men, that  things  should  have  retui-ned  to  their  previous  state.  Nothing  of  the 
kind  was  done,  however,  and,  unhappily,  (this  is  a  painful  incident  to  relate 
before  a  French  assembly,)  the  officer  in  command  of  our  expeditionary  army 
found  himself,  as  it  appears,  in  the  necessity  of  not  conforming  with  the  word 
he  had  pledged.  He  had  promised  to  withdraw  his  troops  on  this  side  of  the 
narrow  gorge  which  they  had  been  allowed  to  pass  only  in  virtue  of  a  treaty ; 
that  treaty  being  broken,  our  forces  remained  on  the  other  side. 

"  I  know,  gentlemen,  and  I  have  not  the  presumption  of  judging  here  from 
afar,  in  a  question  so  delicate,  the  conduct  of  the  officer  of  whom  I  speak.  He 
alleged  very  vague  reasons,  I  confess,  but  he  alleged  them.  Permit  me  to  say, 
only  in  the  name  of  my  country,  that  the  chivalric  sentiments  which  are  the  very 
essence  of  .our  character,  will  scarcely  concord  with  such  transactions,  and  that 
ordinarily  it  is  not  for  eluding  treaties  that  France  has  distinguished  herself 
♦  in  history." 

M.  Favre  here  quotes  that  part  of  the  protocol  of  the  conference  of  Orizaba 
in  which  Sir  Charles  Wyke  asked  M.  Saligny  if  it  was  true  that  he  did  not 
believe  the  preliminaries  of  any  more  value  than  the  paper  on  which  they  were 
written,  and  M.  Saligny  answered  in  the  affirmative,  saying  that  he  could  not 
have  confidence  in  anything  emanating  from  the  Mexican  government  M. 
Favre  proceeds  thus  : 

"  Gentlemen,  1  believe  I  am  not  too  severe,  too  scrupulous,  in  affirming  that 
it  is  disgraceful  that  such  language  should  have  been  used.  If  the  French 
plenipotentiary  had  to  reveal  infractions  of  the  treaty  committed  by  the  Mexi- 
can government  that  were  of  a  nature  to  authorize  him  to  deviate  from  the 
obligations  of  honor  to  which  he  was  pledged,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should 
name  those  infractions,  and  not  to  appear  to  ignore  the  value  of  the  signature  of 
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France  to  the  degree  of  making  the  deplorable  declaration  that  it  *  did  not  have 
anj  more  value  than  the  paper  upon  which  it  was  traced/ 

"  One  thing  is  very  certain,  that  our  soldiers  remained  in  virtue  of  a  treaty 
diat  has  not  been  ratified.  And  what  is  also  very  certain  is,  that  on  account  of 
the  failing  in  the  ratification  the  rupture  between  the  three  powers  took  place. 
Accord  ceased  to  be  in  common,  and  France  finds  herself  acting  alone." 

These  reproaches,  coming  from  a  distinguished  Frenchman,  though  presented 
with  the  greatest  moderation,  have  such  force  that  M.  Billault.  prolific  as  he  is  in 
reasons  with  which  he  pretends  to  characterize  the  imperial  policy  in  Mexico  as 
just,  liberal,  enlightened,  and  conciliatory — even  he  was  at  a  loss  to  find  a  single 
reason,  or  even  a  single  calumny,  to  defend  this  atrocious  violation  of  faith,  un- 
worthy of  a  people  who  place  any  value  upon  their  own  dignity.  It  is  true 
that  the  public  opinion  of  the  city  of  Paris  expressed  great  shame  and  indigna- 
tion when  the  news  of  this  disgraceful  violation  was  received.  But  what  influ- 
ence can  public  opinion  have  upon  a  government  like  the  one  now  ruling  the 
destinies  of  France  ?  This  breach  of  public  confidence  was  sanctioned,  and 
perhaps  applauded,  by  the  Emperor. 

This  is  the  way  in  which  a  simple  military  convention  was  fufilled  by  the  men   ' 
who  were  to  be  to  Mexico  a  bright  example  of  morality,  of  respect  to  the  sanc- 
tity of  treaties !     They  are  the  men  who  declared  that  they  were  to  bring 
civilization  and  liberty  to  the  oppressed  Mexicans  !     M.  Billault  said,  defending 
the  entrance  of  Almonte  to  the  interior,  escorted  by  French  arms  : 

"  We  have  gone  to  Mexico  to  carry  there  civilization,  to  teach  them  to 
respect  right,  to  respect  justice,  and  we  cannot  commence  by  violating  right, 
violating  justice." 

What  can  be  the  civilization  that  the  Emperor  thought  of  bringing  with  his 
soldiers  ?     What  kind  of  civilization  can  that  be  which  teaches  to  assault  a 
people  against  whom  no  war  had  been  declared ;    then  to  seize  their  public 
revenues,  maltreating  the  public  authorities,  oppress  and  devastate  the  towns 
they  passed  through,  not  in  right  of  war,  but  in  virtue  of  a  generous  concession ; 
and,  finally,  to  deride  the  signature  of  France  placed  on  a  treaty  ?     The  empire 
cannot  give  what  it  does  not  possess — liberty.     The  empire,  which  is  a  most 
absolute  military  tyranny  imposed  in  the  name  of  liberty  and  of  popular  sov- 
ereignty— that  exiles  and  thrusts  into  dungeons  those  who. dare  to  speak — 
that  crushes  thought,  that  shackles  the  press,  that  destroys  all  the  germs  of 
progress— cannot  give  liberty.    But  what  can  we  think  of  England  and  Spain  1 
They  associated  themselves  to  France  to  carry  out  in  common  an  undertaking 
in  which  they  were  more  specially  interested.     Then  when  France  gives  to 
their  common  action  a  direction  opposite  to  the  one  agreed  to,  the  representatives 
of  the  other  two  powers  represent  that  the  French  commissioners  have  violated 
the  treaty  of  alliance,  for  which  reason  they  withdraw  their  forces  from  the 
Mexican  territory,  in  order  that  they  may  not  authorize  with  their  presence  the , 
atrocious  acts  which  the  French  were  disposed  to  commit ;  and  they  received 
the  approbation  of  their  respective  governments.     Still,  these  governments  de- 
clare that  there  is  only  a  difference  of  opinion ;  that  the  treaty  of  alliance  is 
only  suspended ;  whilst  they  agreed  to  abandon  to  France  the  field,  in  order 
that  she  may  do  as  she  pleases,  and  all  of  which  they  will  be  obliged  to  accept. 
The  temporizing  with  France  of  these  two  governments  is  still  carried  further, 
and  M.  Billault,  speaking  of  this  incident,  (page  966,  col.  2,)  said : 

**  We  have  been  reproached  because,  it  is  said,  the  policy  of  the  Emperor  in 
the  Mexican  question  has  created  a  singular  coolness  in  the  alliances  we  made 
and  maintain  with  two  great  peoples.  It  is  important  to  prove  that  if  such 
is  the  case,  France  is  not  to  blame.  But  I  must  at  the  same  time  add  that 
there  is  nothing  of  the  kind ;  that,  aside  from  the  dissensions  springing  from 
this  same  especial  question,  those  two  governments  have  taken  advantage  of 
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every  opportunity  to  persuade  us  that  they  would  regret  most  profoundly  if 
from  this  special  dissidence  any  coldness  should  result." 

If  a  nation  weak  and  poor  had  committed  a  violation  so  scandalous  of  the 
rights  of  men  as  that  perpetrated  by  France  in  breaking  simultaneously  the 
treaty  of  London  and  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  a  unanimous  clamor  would 
have  gone  forth  throughout  the  world  in  condemnation  of  such  an  act,  and  the 
aggrieved  nations  would  have  resolved  to  punish  the  culprit  in  a  most  exem- 
plary manner,  branding  her  first  as  barbarous,  unworthy  of  existence.  But  what 
has  been  the  conduct  of  England  and  Spain  towards  France  1  Not  only  have 
they  failed  to  resent  France's  infringements,  but,  if  what  M.  Billault  says  be 
true,  they  have  apologized  for  faults  which  to  the  imperial  government  alone  can 
be  imputed.  Still  more,  their  temporizing  reaches  to  the  degree  of  their  disre- 
garding their  own  interests  to  avoid  giving  the  Emperor  the  slightest  occasion 
of  displeasure. 

The  combined  expedition  was  organized  with  the  pretext  of  obtaining  the 
payment  of  the  debts  which  Mexico  owed  to  the  subject*?  of  the  nations  which 
signed  the  treaty  of  alliance.  The  payment  of  these  debts  had  been  temporarily 
,  suspended  by  the  law  of  July  17,  1861.  From  the  beginning  there  seems  to 
-have  been  a  great  want  of  foresight  in  pursuing  the  policy  of  making  a  war  upoa 
the  debtor,  which  would  dry  the  very  springs  of  her  wealth,  to  oblige  her  to 
fulfil  pecuniary  obligations  which  she  never  has  denied,  but  was  most  willing 
to  pay  with  the  greatest  fidelity.  France  was,  then,  to  spend  several  millions 
of  dollars  in  order  to  recover  8190,845  03,  which  was  the  sum  which  Mexico 
acknowledged  she  owed  to  French  subjects.  England,  willingly  or  otherwise, 
entered  into  an  entei-prise  which  would  originate  a  foreign  war,  and  would  kin- 
dle a  civil  strife  in  Mexico,  and  make  it  utterly  impossible  for  the  republic  to 
satisfy  her  British  creditors,  augmenting  the  debt  of  Mexico,  in  detriment  to 
England,  to  several  millions  of  dollars. 

Previous  to  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of  London,  and  before  the  contracting 
powers  had  agreed  on  its  terms,  the  government  of  the  United  States  offered  to  >■ 
assume,  for  the  space  of  five  years,  the  payment  of  the  interest  upon  the  sum  r 
owed  by  Mexico  to  English  and  French  subjects.     Lord  Russell  and  M.  Thou-  » 
venel  answered  the  American  ministers  at  Paris  and  London,  who  had  made  , 
this  proposition,  that  this  did  not  cover  all  the  demands  of  their  respective  gov-  . 
ernments,  and  for  that  reason  they  rejected  it.     They,  however,  gave  amongst 
themselves  different  reasons,  which  seem  to  have  been  the  fear  that  the  United 
States  would  by  that  transaction  acquire  another  portion  of  the  Mexican  terri- 
tory.    If  they  had  wished,  as  they  pretend,  only  to  obtain  payment  when  a 
guarantee  like  that  of  the  United  States  was  offered,  they  would  have  accepted 
it,  for  it  was  a  sure  one ;  and  if  the  conditions  upon  which  the  United  States 
offered  them  were  not  suitable,  or  did  not  fill  all  their  demands,  they  could  have 
obtained,  through  negotiations,  conditions  which  would  have  left  free  the  Mexi- 
can territory  and  satisfied  the  wishes  of  all  the  interested  parties.     But  it  was 
not  so.     They  peremptorily  rejected  the  proposition  of  the  United  States,  and 
acting  thus,  they  gave  an  additional  proof  that  the  reasons  they  alleged  were 
different  from  those  they  really  had  in  view  in  their  expedition  to  Mexico. 

After  the  rupture  or  suspension  of  the  treaty  of  London,  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment notified  the  commissioners  of  Spain  and  Great  Britain  that  it  was  disposed 
to  celebrate  treaties  with  them  in  which  the  payment  of  the  just  reclamations  of 
their  respective  nations  would  be  recognized  and  arranged.  General  Prim  did 
not  deem  it  convenient  to  remain  in  Mexico  the  necessary  length  of  time  to 
sign  the  treaty,  but  the  English  commissioners  made  one  in  Puebla,  with  Gen- 
eral Doblado,  on  the  28tli  of  April  last,  in  which  the  government  of  the  republic 
acceded  to  all  the  reclamations  of  Great  Britain.  Jn  order  to  obtain  the  money 
necessary  to  satisfy  the  reclamations  of  England  for  immediate  payment,  the 
Mexican  government  had  made  a  treaty  with  the  minister  of  the  United  States, 
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in  Mexico,  in  virtne  of  which  this  country  was  to  lend  $11,000,000  to  that  re- 
public. This  treaty,  which  had  been  perfectly  satisfactory  in  the  eyes  of  the 
British  minister  in  Mexico,  was  used  by  his  government  as  a  pretext  to  avoid 
ratifying  the  one  concluded  at  Puebla,  by  Sir  Charles  Wyke  and  Commodore 
Dunlop,  with  General  Doblado.  There  are  reasons  to  believe,  however,  that 
the  true  cause  of  this  failing  in  the  ratification  was  the  desire  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment to  avoid  everything  that  may  place  it  in  antagonism  with  the  policy 
tliat  the  Emperor  is  developing  in  Mexico.  Thus  it  is  seen,  then,  that  England 
is  not  so  anxious  to  arrange  these  reclamations,  the  importance  of  which  a  few 
months  since  was  so  exaggerated ;  and,  what  is  more,  when  a  treaty  which  would 
cover  all  her  demands  is  oflfered,  she  rejects  it.  It  seems,  then,  that  now  the 
court  of  London,  as  well  as  of  Madrid,  have  adopted,  as  regards  Mexico,  a  spec- 
tatorial  policy. 

M.  Billault  accuses  Spain  of  duplicity,  as  he  says  that  whilst  she  was  making 
the  French  government  believe  that  her  policy  was  in  conformity  with  that  of 
the  Emperor,  by  approving  the  conduct  of  General  Prim,  she  acted  in  a  contrary 
sense.  I  have  said  before  that  1  do  not  have  for  object  to  defend  either  Spain 
or  her  policy  from  the  inculpations  cast  upon  her  by  the  organs  of  the  Emperor. 
Bat  I  cannot  abstain  from  observing  that  the  present  accusation  with  more  jus- 
tice turns  upon  France  for  the  duplicity  with  which  she  acted  towards  Great 
Britain.  The  Emperor  knew  perfectly  well  the  intentions  of  England  when  she 
signed  the  treaty  of  London.  He  knew  that  she  was  decidedly  opposed  to  any 
intervention  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico.  But,  nevertheless,  the  first.thing 
r^^  be  did  was  to  direct  his  action  to  subvert  the  existing  government,  and  to  es- 
L  ic  tablish  with  French  bayonets  a  pretended  government,  which,  according  to  an 
expression  of  the  British  minister  in  Mexico,  (annexed  to  my  note  to  that  de- 
partment of  16th  of  September  last,)  "is  a  mock  government  kept  up  in  two 
cities  only,  where  French  bayonets  support  it  against  the  will  of  the  inhabitants." 
With  80  little  sincerity  and  so  much  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  one  of  the  allied 

ewers,  it  is  not  at  all  strange  that  their  alliance  should  have  had  the  issue  we 
ve  seen.  Nor  was  it  possible  to  have  been  otherwise.  What  harmony,  what 
^^T  Concord,  what  unity  of  plans  and  of  action,  could  there  be  amount  three  powers 
^jealous  of  each  other,  with  interests  diametrically  opposed,  and  associated  to- 
r'lgether  to  carry  out  in  common  an  enterprise  in  which  each  one  had  different 
^]  Mshes  ?  Of  the  three,  two  have  been  rivals  for  ages  past,  and  one  of  these  be- 
—i  gins  by  deceiving  the  others,  and  by  acting  towards  them  with  a  most  notorious 
-"1  bad  faith.  If  the  French  government  would  publish  its  official  documents,  as 
■  England  and  Spain  have  done,  irrefragable  proofs  of  these  assertions  would  be 
P  found  there.  However,  amongst  documents  published  now',  there  are  enough 
^■'  to  convince  any  one  that  the  allies  could  not  nave  obtained  together  any  other 
-  Result.  What  occurred  in  the  expedition  against  my  country  has  not  served  to 
'-  i^eem  from  the  discredit  into  which  the  political  and  military  operations  of 
*^  tluropean  nations  have  fallen  in  the  opinion  of  men  of  judgment. 
^  The  circumstance  alone  that  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  his  govem- 
' ""  ^ent,  and  before  knowing  that  the  convention  of  London  had  been  signed,  Sir 
Charles  Wyke  made  a  treaty  with  the  Mexican  government,  in  which  the  diffi- 
^:  tiulties  between  England  and  Mexico  were  amicably  arranged,  was  sufficient  to 
^  bring  upon  him  the  bitterest  enmity  of  the  French  minister  in  Mexico.  I  have 
^  tnentioned  this  incident  before,  and  the  great  distrust  that  in  consequence  the 
'  government  of  Madrid  felt  towards  the  cabinet  of  St.  James.  General  Serrano 
%aid  to  the  minister  of  state  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  in  despatch  of  16th  of 
l)ecember,  1861,  (No.  42  of  the  Spanish  documents,)  referring  to  the  circum- 
stance that  the  Zamacona-Wyke  treaty  had  been  rejected  by  the  Mexican  con- 
^r^8,  as  follows : 

"  This  incident  indicates,  in  my  judgment,  either  an  inexplicable  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  English  government,  or  a  most  reprehensible  assumption  of 
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power  on  the  part  of  its  ministQr  in  Mexico.  This,  perhaps,  will  give  the  key 
to  the  difficulties  which,  as  it  appears,  England  threw  in  the  way  of  all  concord 
and  common  action  of  the  three  powers,"  &c.,  &c. 

In  reference  to  the  negotiations  which  preceded  the  treaty  of  London,  the 
secretary  of  the  Spanish  embassy  at  Paris,  Don  Gaspar  Muro,  wrote  to  General 
Serrano,  on  the  31st  of  October,  1861,  (annex  6  to  No.  42,)  as  follows : 

"  England  determined  to  restrict  the  action  of  Spain,  limiting  her  to  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  allies  go  to  demand  the  money  owed  to  them,  and  nothing 
more.''        •*••••••# 

The  circumstance  that  the  Spanish  expedition  sailed  for  Vera  Cruz  without 
waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  French  and  English  contingents,  because  the  cap- 
tain general  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  did  not  know  that  the  treaty  of  alliance  had 
been  signed,  was  the  cause  of  great  mortification  to  Spain,  and  of  reproaches 
from  the  French  and  English  governments.  The  French  declared,  as  I  have 
said,  that  such  a  step  was  calculated  to  increase  the  difficulties  of  the  expedition, 
and  took  advantage  of  this  pretext  to  re-enforce  its  contingent.  The  English, 
to  whom  Senor  Isturis  communicated  on  the  13th  of  January,  1862,  (No.  112 
of  the  first  part  of  the  British  correspondence,)  the  cause  of  the  early  departure 
of  the  Spanish  forces,  and  sent  copy  of  the  instructions  given  by  General 
Serrano  to  the  officers  in  command  of  the  expedition,  as  soon  as  he  knew 
that  the  treaty  of  London  had  been  signed,  to  suspend  all  operations  until  the 
arrival  of  the  other  two  allies,  answered  to  the  Spanish  minister  in  London, 
through  Lord  Russell,  on  the  16th  of  the  same  Januaiy,  (No.  113,)  saying: 

"  I  have  at  the  same  time  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  whilst  those  instruc- 
tions are  considered  satisfactory  by  her  Majesty's  government,  they  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  understand  why  the  Spanish  expedition  set  out  before  the  arri- 
val of  the  British  and  French  forces." 

Seiior  Isturis  repeated  his  explanations  in  note  of  January  18,  (No.  115,) 
and  Lord  Russell  answered  on  the  23d,  (No.  117,)  saying  that  "although  her 
Majesty's  government  are  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  explanation  offered  by 
your  excellency,  as  to  the  departure  from  Cuba  of  the  Spanish  expedition  to 
Mexico  before  the  time  agreed  upon  between  the  three  powers,  they  are  willing 
to  accept  your  excellency's  declaration  that  it  has  been  the  intention  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty's  government  to  act  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty  of  October  31,  1861." 

At  the  same  time  Lord  Russell  wrote  to  Sir  John  Crampton,  (No.  118:) 
"  The  departure  of  the  Spanish  expedition  from  Havana,  and  the  military  oc- 
cupation of  Vera  Gruz,  to  say  nothing  of  the  tone  of  the  proclamation  issued 
by  the  Spanish  government,  demonstrate  that  a  combined  expedition,  at  a  great 
distance  from  Europe,  is  subject  to  the  discretion  at  all  times,  to  the  rashness 
sometimes,  of  the  separate  commanders  and  diplomatic  agents." 

When  the  Spanish  expedition  had  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz,  Admiral  Rubalcava 
had  an  interview  with  the  commanders  of  the  naval  stations  of  France  and 
England  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  He  informed  them  of  the  object  of  his  mission, 
and  of  the  instructions  from  his  government,  and  he  invited  them  to  take  part 
in  the  operations  he  was  going  to  commence  against  the  fortifications  of  Vera 
Cruz.  Both  commanders  declined  to  co-operate  with  him,  because  they  had  no 
orders  from  their  governments  to  that  effect,  and  Captain  Von  Donop,  command- 
ing the  English  ship  Jason,  proposed  to  him  to  defer  his  operations,  until  the 
arrival  of  the  allies,  as  news  had  reached  them  that  the  treaty  of  London  had 
been  signed.  But  Admiral  Rubalcava  refused  to  wait,  saying  that  neither  his 
instiructions  nor  the  health  of  his  troops  permitted  him  to  do  so,  (annex  2  to 
No.  1  of  the  British  correspondence.) 

Admiral  Rubalcava,  in  his  communication  to  General  Serrano,  dated  at  Vers 
Cruz,  on  the  20th  of  December,  1861,  (annex  1  to  No.  62  of  the  Spanish  docu- 
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meutd,)  relating  that  on  the  17th  the  Spanish  colors  were  hoisted  in  Vera  Cruz 
and  Uliia,  and  that  they  were  saluted  bj  the  Spanish  men-of-war,  he  says: 

"  The  French  and  English  men-of-war  anchored  there  did  not  pay  the  atten- 
tion which  would  seem  natural  to  show,  taking  part  in  the  salute,  tnat  they  were 
gratified  with  an  occupation  from  which  their  respective  nations  would  derive  so 
many  advantages.  Perhaps,  your  excellency,  they  have  not  seen  without  jeal- 
ousy our  initiative  in  this  expedition  and  its  result,  the  importance  of  which  they 
must  perceive,  produced  by  the  moral  effect  of  the  presence  of  a  squadron  whose 
existence  they  probably  doubted.'* 

Even  the  circumstance  that  M.  Saligny  intended  to  have  an  interview  at 
Tejina  with  General  Uraga,  commanding  the  Mexican  army,  excited  the  jeal- 
ousy of  the  Spanish  agents.  Seiior  Lopez  de  Cevallos,  secretary  of  the  Spanish 
mission  in  Mexico,  said  to  Senor  Calderon  CoUantes,  in  despatch  dated  in  Vera 
Cruz  on  the  26th  of  December,  1861,  (No.  67,)  as  follows: 

**  Be  it  observed,  that  in  this  invitation  no  person  representing  the  interests  of 
Spain  was  included,  and,  what  is  more  strange  yet,  M.  de  Saligny  was  disposed 
to  attend  the  interview.  I  believe,  however,  that  yielding  to  observations  made 
to  him  upon  the  impolicy  of  entering  into  treaties  with  the  Mexican  authorities 
whilst  an  agreement  is  existing  not  to  take  any  step  until  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  three  powers  are  together,  he  desisted,  and  has  not  made  use  of  the  pass 
that,  with  great  reluctance.  General  Gassett  had  given  him.  One  thing  though 
is  positive,  and  that  is,  that  two  days  after  his  arrival  at  this  post  he  sent  his 
secretary  to  the  city  of  Mexico." 

If  the  Spanish  authorities  had  known  that  M.  Saligny,  in  going  to  that  ren- 
dezvous, had  in  view  to  bribe  General  Uraga  with  the  title  of  duke  and  marshal's 
baton,  to  induce  him  to  revolutionize  in  favor  of  intervention — which  M.  Saligny, 
in  his  note  to  General  Serrano  of  December  22,  1862,  (annexed,  Nos.  1  to  73,) 
calls  "  to  bring  General  Uraga  to  the  only  possible  ground  in  the  actual  circum- 
stances " — they  would  have  been  more  unwilling  certainly  to  give  him  the  pass, 
for  this  is  one  of  the  points  in  which  there  was  greater  discordance  between  the 
Spanish  and  French  govemlnents.  Thus  it  was,  that  while  M.  Saligny  was  en- 
deavoring to  bribe  the  Mexican  generals  to  induce  them  to  betray  their  country 
and  proclaim  the  protection  or  annexation  to  France,  the  Spanish  government 
said,  through  General  Serrano,  to  the  chief  in  command  of  the  Spanish  expedi- 
tion, amongst  other  instructions  communicated  to  him  on  leaving  for  Vera  Cruz, 
(annexed  to  No.  42,)  the  following : 

"Fifth.  If,  as  it  happened  recently  in  Queretaro,  any  of  the  factions  should 
raise  the  Spanish  flag,  your  excellency  will  energetically  protest,  but  without 
endeavoring  to  hostilize  in  an  active  manner  the  party  who  may  do  it,  neither 
lend  any  kind  of  support  to  it  or  even  signify  any  sympathy.  The  general  rule 
of  conduct  that  the  chiefs  of  the  expedition  ought  to  observe  should  be  one  indi- 
cating a  most  severe  impartiality,  but  dispensing  some  consideration  towards  the 
party  which  should  be  disposed  to  tie  closer  its  relations  with  Spain.  In  the 
supposed  case  that  of  e  uniting  these  conditions  should  succeed,  the  civilities  might 
be  augmented,  but  in  no  instance  thece  should  amount  to  an  open  protection." 

But  where  the  want  of  harmony  between  the  allies  could  more  plainly  be 
noticed,  especially  between  those  of  France  and  England,  was  in  the  discussion 
which  took  place  on  account  of  Don  Miguel  Miramon's  expected  arri\Mil  to  Vera 
Cruz,  of  whom  the  Frenth  agents  expected  that  he  would  betray  his  country  and 
work  in  concert  with  Almonte.  General  Prim  relates  to  his  government  this 
diiK^ussion  in  his  despatch  of  January  28,  1862,  (No.  84,)  in  this  manner: 

**  In  the  fifth  conference  which  took  place  on  the  25th,  the  British  plenipoten- 
tiaries represented,  that  having  heard  that  ex-President  Miramon  was  expected 
to  arrive  shortly  at  this  port,  they  believed  themselves  obliged  to  declare  that 
they  would  not  permit  the  landing  of  a  person  who  had  so  violently  outraged 
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Great  Britain,  insulting  the  British  legation  in  Mexico,  to  seize  the  funds  belong- 
ing to  the  bondholders." 

"This  declaration  gave  occasion  to  a  discussion  so  lengthy  and  so  vigorously 
sustained  between  the  representatives  of  France  and  England,  that  at  the  end  of 
the  session  we  resolved  that  it  should  not  figure  in  the  record." 

Referring  afterwards  to  the  arrest  of  Don  Miguel  Miramon  and  his  re-embar- 
kation for  Havana,  General  Prim  says,  in  the  same  despatch  : 

"  As  in  this  act  the  British  plenipotentiaries  have  exceeded  what  had  been 
agreed  to  in  the  conferences,  the  event  could  not  but  have  a  very  bad  effect  upon 
us,  the  representatives  of  Spain  and  France.  But  desiring  always  that  there 
may  not  be  a  schism  amongst  the  allies,  I  have  made  the  greatest  efforts  to  calm 
the  profound  irritation  which  this  incident  has  caused  Admiral  Jurien  and  M. 
Saligny."  •  •  •••••• 

"  The  situation  could  not  be  more  complicated  and  difficult,  particularly  for 
myself,  as  I  have  to  discharge  the  arduous  task  of  conciliator  between  two  rival 
nations,  whose  representatives  do  not  accord  very  well  at  the  bottom  of  some 
questions." 

"  Until  now  I  have  succeeded  in  arresting  the  storm,  but  I  cannot  promise 
that  our  allies,  moved  by  contrary  interests,  will  continue  to  listen  to  my  concili- 
ating council,  and  disguising  their  antagonism  follow  united  the  same  object." 

In  reference  to  this  incident  Sir  Charles  Wyke  said  to  his-  government,  in 
despatch  of  30th  of  January,  1862,  (No.  32  of  the  second  part  of  the  British 
correspondence,)  as  follows : 

"  On  this  statement  being  made.  Commodore  Dunlop  declared  that  he  would 
arrest  him  (Miramon)  for  having  robbed  the  British  legation,  if  he  landed  in  this 
town  whilst  our  flag  was  flying  here," 

"  This  declaration  gave  rise  to  a  discussion,  the  French  and  Spanish  commis- 
sioners objecting  to  such  a  proceeding,  and  M.  de  Saligny  even  declaring  that  if 
Buch  a  thing  was  attempted  he  should  protest  against  it  in  the  name  of  his  gov- 
ernment." 

The  English  government  approved  entirely  the  conduct  of  its  minister  in 
Mexico,  and  even  showed  some  dissatisfaction  because  the  partisans  who  fol- 
lowed Miramon  to  Mexico  were  not  arrested  with  him.  Mr.  Hammond,  sub- 
secretary  of  state,  said,  on  the  10th  of  March,  (No.  49,)  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
admiralty : 

"Adverting,  however,  more  particularly  to  the  measures  taken  witli  respect 
to  General  Miramon,  as  reported  by  Commodore  Dunlop  in  his  despatch  of 
the  30th  of  January,  Lord  Russell  desires  me  to  say  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment considers  that,  for  political  reasons,  it  was  quite  necessary  to  prevent 
General  Miramon  from  landing  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  from  making  a  city  then  in 
possession  of  the  allies  a  basis  of  operations  for  the  reactionary  party." 

"  Commodore  Dunlop  does  not,  however,  sufficiently  explain  why  the  restric- 
tion was  applied  to  General  Miramon  alone  and  not  also  to  his  numerous  fol- 
lowers, whose  presence  in  Mexico,  though  deprived  of  their  chief,  could  scarcely 
fail  to  be  injurious  to  the  cause  of  order."  »  •  •  # 

"  Lord  Russell  desires  me  to  say,  and  to  suggest  that  it  should  be  pointed  out 
to  Commodore  Dunlop,  that  it  is  far  from  the  wish  of  her  Majesty's  government 
to  kindle  a  civil,  war  in  Mexico,  and  consequently  the  protection  of  the  British 
flag  and  the  permission  to  land  from  under  it  were  very  properly  withheld  from 
General  Miramon,  whose  arrival  in  Mexico  would,  in  all  probability,  have  given 
rise  to  it." 

The  Spanish  government  saw  this  incident  from  a  very  different  jpoint  of 
view.  Senor  Caldcron  Coll^ntes  wrote  to  General  Pfim,  with  date  of  March 
the  7th,  (No.  90  of  the  Spanish  documents :) 

"  The  government  of  her  Majesty  has  seen  with  regret  the  resolution  adopted 
hjr  the  English  admiral,  and  without  prejudice  to  the  observations  that  you  may 
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see  fit  to  make  to  the  British  government  on  the  subject,  instructs  your  excel- 
lency most  particularly  to  use  your  representation  and  exert  all  your  influence 
to  prevent  any  occurrence  of  the  same  nature  again." 

In  view  of  these  antecedents,  what  could  be  the  value  of  the  repeated  recom- 
mendations made  by  the  governments  of  Spain  and  England  to  their  representa- 
tives in  Mexico,  to  proceed  with  moderation  and  endeavor  to  harmonize  with 
their  colleagues  ?  France,  however,  seems  to  have  been  so  persuaded  of  the 
inutility  of  such  admonitions  that  she  never  took  the  trouble  to  give  them. 

When  France  took  part  in  the  expedition  against  Mexico  she  knew  very  well 
that,  although  it  commenced  as  a  combined  expedition,  the  alliance  would  not 
last  lonff,  and  there  are  sufficient  reasons  to  believe  that  from  the  beginning  she 
intended  to  terminate  alone  the  enterprise  commenced  in  common.  It  has  been 
seen  previously  the  means  which  she  used  to  occasion  the  breaking  of  the  alliance. 
Once  free  of  the  action  of  her  allies,  she  thought  to  attain,  without  delay,  her 
object,  which  was  to  occupy  the  capital  and  establish  there  a  government  of  her 
creation,  with  which  she  would  develop  her  ulterior  plans.  In  this  the  Emperor 
suffered  another  bitter  disappointment.  His  soldiers  were  checked  in  Puebla — 
precisely  the  very  city  they  believed  to  be  more  friendly,  and  where  they  ex- 
pected to  be  received  with  triumphal  arches — and  there  a  body  of  Mexican 
troops,  far  inferior  in  number,  fought  them  and  compelled  them  to  retreat  as  far 
as  Orizaba.  If  any  doubts  could  have  remained  of  the  determination  of  the 
Mexican  people  against  French  intervention,  the  result  of  the  battle  of  Puebla 
ought  to  be  sufficent  to  have  dispelled  all.  The  French  commissioners  knew 
the  sympathies  the  Mexicans  had  for  the  French  people,  and  they  wanted  to 
make  use  of  these  sympathies  against  the  country,  believing  that  the  blindness 
of  the  Mexicans  would  go  to  the  degree  of  their  sacrificing  to  those  sympathies 
their  national  honor  and  then*  very  independence.  Facts  have  proved  since  how 
mistaken  they  were  in  this  respect. 

The  sympathies  or  antipathies  of  a  people  have  always  a  foundation  for  their 
existence.  The  Mexican  people  felt  great  sympathy  for  the  French  because 
they  never  suspected  they  would  attempt  to  rob  them  of  their  independence. 
VV^heu  they  saw  these  trusted  friends  turned  into  hostile  assailants,  their  sympa- 
thy and  trust  ceased,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  just  indignation.  This  will  surely 
be  one  of  the  points  which  the  Emperor  will  readily  obtain  in  his  expedition 
against  Mexico,  and  which  will  be  reproduced  in  the  other  Hispano-Amcrican 
republics,  as  to  all  of  them  the  threatening  attitude  of  the  Emperor  betokens 
danger. 

It  scarcely  seems  credible  that,  from  the  circumstance  itself,  which  more 
eloquently  proves  the  disposition  of  the  Mexican  people  as  regards  the  French 
intervention,  the  Emperor  has  made  out  a  pretext  to  continue  his  absurd  and 
tmjust  war  against  Mexico.  But  the  French  government  says  that  it  has  to  vin- 
dicate its  military  honor,  stained  by  the  defeat  at  Puebla,  and  the  Emperor,  in 
the  letter  before  mentioned,  written  to  General  Lorencez  in  June  last,  says  that 
"the  honor  of  the  country  is  compromised,"  and  "that  General  Lorencez  shall  be 
sustained  with  all  the  re-enforcements  that  he  may  need."  What  is  it  that  France 
calls  **  military  honor  ?"  If  she  understands  for  such  the  high  character  enjoyed 
by  he  who  respects  the  laws  of  war  and  observes  them  strictly,  then  it  is  clear 
that  the  French  military  honor  was  not  only  stained  but  lost  on  Mexican  soil, 
when  General  Lorencez  occupied  Orizaba  without  having  first  returned  to  Paso 
Ancho,  as  he  was  solemnly  pledged  to  do  in  virtue  of  the  stipulations  and  agree- 
ments of  La  Soledad.  The  French  government,  after  showing  such  jealous 
solicitude  for  the  military  honor  of  France,  not  only  did  not  endeavor  to  vindicate 
that  honor  in  the  only  manner  possible,  that  is,  disapproving  the  iniquitous  be- 
trayal of  its  agents,  imworthy  of  a  civilized  nation,  and  ordering  that  its  troops 
Aould  return  to  the  points  agreed  to  in  that  compact,  but  it  consummated  its  dis- 
grace by  approving  the  conduct  of  General  Lorencez,  who  had  held  at  fto  l\U\^ 
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value  the  honor  of  his  country.  This,  and  this  only,  is  what  the  thinking,  the 
the  wise  people  in  and  out  of  France,  and  all  civilized  nations,  regard  as  military 
honor.  This  is  so  obvious  that,  in  the  opinion  of  M.  Favre,  (page  965,  vol.  4,) 
"  The  only  course  compatible  with  the  interest,  the  honor,  and  the  future  good 
understanding  of  France,  was  to  treat  with  Mexico  and  leave.** 

This  wise  counsel  provoked  a  reply  from  M.  Billault,  who,  at  the  end  of  his 
discourse,  (page  968,  vol.  3,)  in  an  exhortation  with  which  he  sought  to  excite 
the  pajssions  of  his  audience  instead  of  convincing  their  minds,  as  he  did  not 
allege  any  reasons,  but  only  spoke  high-sounding,  empty  words,  said  that 
France  could  not  withdraw  because  "  the  banner  which  had  seen  lowered  before 
it  the  proudest  standards,  which  had  conquered  the  bravest  phalanx,  which  had 
marched  victorious  over  the  whole  of  Europe,  would  never  retire  from  Mexico 
without  obtaining  military  satisfaction,  to  return  to  France  abashed  and  dis 
honored?** 

Spain,  who,  in  matters  of  military  honor,  has  nothing  to  learn  from  France 
when  she  approved  the  conduct  of  General  Prim  did  not  consider  her  honoi 
stained  or  humiliated,  nor  that  her  banner  returned  disgraced  and  abashed  be 
cause  it  had  left  Mexico  without  fighting,  but,  on  the  contrary,  saw  she  had  beei 
in  error  and  had  the  nobility  sufficient  to  retrace  her  steps,  and  preferred  to  re 
turn  without  a  battle  than  to  commit  the  greater  crime.  This  does  more  honoi 
to  Spain  than  if  she  had  conquered  the  whole  of  the  invaded  country.  It  ii 
true  that  with  France  existed  the  circumstance  that  her  troops  had  suffered  i 
defeat,  but  it  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  prolonging  the  campaign  thej 
will  be  exposed  to  new  defeats. 

If  what  France  calls  ''military  honor'*  is  the  military  prestige  she  so  justlj 
enjoys  over  the  world  for  the  discipline  and  bravery  of  her  soldiers,  the  stain  tha 
fell  on  that  honor  at  Puebla  cannot  be  washed  out  by  again  attacking  that  city 
nor  by  taking  it,  nor  by  triumphing  over  the  Mexican  army  in  other  places 
The  utter  extermination  of  all  who  have  been  bom  on  Mexican  soil— of  all  tha 
bears  the  name  of  Mexican — would  not  efface  from  the  annals  of  history  th< 
recorded  fact  that  a  French  army  was  defeated  at  Puebla  on  the  5th  of  March 
1862,  by  a  much  inferior  number  of  Mexican  troops,  and  was  obliged  to  retrea 
thirty  leagues  off. 

The  moment  in  which  France  could  have  converted  that  feat  of  arras  into 
heroic,  if  not  glorious,  souvenir — not  glorious,  because  nothing  can  be  glorious  ii 
an  unjust  war — has  past,  never  to  come  again.  It  is  not  my  fault  if,  to  teJ 
France  where  lies  her  military  honor,  and  what  she  ought  to  do  to  save  it,  I  hav 
to  refer  to  the  opinion  of  a  general  who  is  not  a  Frenchman,  but  neither  can  h 
be  distrusted  by  France.  In  the  instructions  which  General  Serrano  gave  t 
Admiral  Rubalcava,  chief  of  the  Spanish  expeditionary  squadron,  on  the  28th  c 
November,  1861,  at  the  departure  of  the  Spanish  forces  from  Havana  to  Ver 
Cruz,  (annexed  No.  1  to  No.  42  of  the  documents  presented  to  the  Spanisl 
cortes,)  the  following  paragraph  appears: 

"Twentieth.  Lastly:  if,  as  it  is  regular  and  probable,  it  becomes  necessar 
to  make  use  of  force  to  take  the  castle,  (of  Uliia,)  it  is  indispensable  that  you 
excellency  and  the  general  of  the  forces  on  land  should  inculcate  in  the  mind 
of  the  troops,  and  all  individuals  under  your  authority,  the  idea  that  this  expe 
dition  has  a  very  especial  character— on»  beyond  common  rules.  A  defeat  ii 
Mexico  would  be  to  us  not  only  a  dishonor  and  stain  almost  impossible  to  erase 
but  it  would,  perhaps,  end  forever  our  growing  importance  in  America.  Then 
are  moments  in  which  it  becomes  necessary  to  bear  sacrifices,  and  this  is  one  o 
them.  It  is  better  that  the  squadron  and  division  should  perish  than  to  se( 
them  attempt  an  unsuccessful  attack  and  return  home  defeated  and  ashamed 
If  the  Mexican  nation,  demoralized  as  she  is,  in  utter  anarchy,  despised  b} 
Europe,  with  a  small  and  badly  organized  army,  would  drive  us  back  from  hei 
fortresses,  ignominy  would  be  the  result  of  our  undertaking.** 
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The  force  of  this  important  remark  increases  considerably  if  we  observe 'that 
the  French  army  fell  back  from  Puebla,  not  before  a  fortress  as  strong  as  that 
of  Uliia,  but  before  slight  intrenchments,  thrown  up  in  a  day  in  the  city  which 
the  French  regarded  as  more  favorable  to  their  cause,  and  defended  by  forces 
much  inferior  in  number  to  the  invaders. 

If  General  Lorencez  had  had  the  valor  and  deteraiination  necessary  to  make 
his  soldiers  fight  until  they  took  the  positions  or  all  perished  in  the  attempt, 
barbarous  as  the  act  would  have  been,  (for  we  must  not  forget  that  in  war  all  is 
barbarous,  as  brute  force  takes  the  place  of  right  and  reason,)  it  would  at  least 
have  kept  clear  that  military  honor  which  France  watches  so  carefully.  When 
these  important  considerations  are  borne  in  mind,  it  causes  no  surprise  to  know 
that  the  expedition  of  France  against  Mexico  is  as  unpopular  with  the  French 
people  as  it  is  with  the  French  army. 

But  the  French  government  says  that  it  is  for  the  military  honor  of  France 
that  they  are  fighting — to  prove  that  France  is  stronger  than  Mexico.  Is  there 
any  one  in  the  world  who  doubts  that  ?  If  France  continues  to  send  re-enforce- 
ments in  the  same  proportion  as  have  been  sent  already,  she  can  and  may  obtain 
victories,  and  occupy  cities,  and  even  conquer  a  portion  of  the  country ;  but 
with  that  alone  she  will,  viewing  it  from  the  stand  of  military  honor,  succeed  in 
proving  to  the  world  what  the  world  has  known  long  ago,  and  no  more.  On  the 
other  side,  she  exposes  that  same  military  honor  to  suffer  blows  like  that  at  Pu- 
ebla, and  one  more  terrible  yet,  in  consequence  of  her  not  fulfilling  the  stipula- 
tions of  La  Soledad. 

Does  the  military  honor  of  France  demand  that  her  armies  shall  take  the 
capital  of  a  nation  where  they  have  been  once  defeated,  to  wash  out  the  stain 
of  failure  ?  If  the  Emperor  thinks  so,  he  is  setting  down  principles  which  will  not 
enable  him  to  avenge  that  honor,  because,  when  France  be  at  war  with  nations 
as  powerful  as  herself,  and  she  suffers  a  defeat,  as  she  often  has  suffered  before, 
the  Emperor  will  be  obliged,  by  his  own  law,  to  take  the  capitals  of  those 
nations.  But  in  matters  of  military  honor,  as  in  all  others,  France  has  different 
sets  of  principles  to  enforce  in  America  or  suit  to  Europe.  In  the  recent  war 
between  Sardinia  and  France  on  one  side  and  Austria  on  the  other,  the  French 
arms  not  only  did  not  go  to  Vienna,  but,  stopping  before  the  Austrian  quadri- 
lateral, did  not  even  free  Italy  to  the  Adriatic,  as  the  Emperor  so  formally 
had  promised  to  do.  If  the  honor  of  France  (such  as  the  Emperor  seems  to 
understand  it)  ever  demanded  anything,  it  was  certainly  that  her  amis  should 
pa?s  the  Austrian  positions  forming  the  quadrilateral;  but  to  the  universal 
astonishment  they  stopped  there,  notwithstanding  the  promise  of  the  Emperor, 
and  this  did  not  seem  to  have,  in  the  opinion  of  his  Majesty,  vulnerated  the 
military  honor  of  France. 

The  Emperor  lias  two  keys  with  which  he  pretends  to  explain  and  justify  all 
the  resolutions  he  adopts,  and  which  he  uses  alternately  according  to  cireum- 
itances;  the  first  is  *'  right  and  reason,"  and  the  second  "the  military  honor  of 
France."  The  designs,  that  for  being  too  clearly  in  violation  of  the  rights  of 
peoples,  and  highly  criminal,  cannot  be  justified  or  palliated  even  with  a  plea 
of  right  or  reason ;  those  enter  the  category  of  the  exigencies  of  the  military 
honor  of  France,  such  as  the  Emperor  understands  it.  Thus,  then,  when  his 
Majesty,  in  his  letter  to  General  Lorencez,  before  mentioned,  says,  "  The  honor 
of  the  country  is  pledged,  and  you  shall  be  sustained  with  all  the  reinforcements 
you  may  require,"  he  classifies  his  expedition  against  Mexico  amongst  the 
exigencies  of  the  military  honor  of  France.  This,  in  itself,  is  sufficient  to 
demonstrate  the  injustice  and  iniquity  of  such  expedition. 

M.  Billault  says,  with  reason,  that  between  two  nations,  one  of  which  is 
debtor  and  the  other  creditor,  when  the  first  refuses  to  pay  and  has  violated 
injuriously  all  her  obligations,  there  is  nothing  left  between  them  to  make  them 
respect  right  but  God  and  force.  But  in  applying  these  principles  to  Mexico 
M.  Billault  commits  the  greatest  inexactitude  :  Ist,  because  \t  \a  ivol  Itm^  \^«X 
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Mexico  has  not  paid  what  she  owed  to  French  subjects ;  2d,  because  it  is  not 
true  either  that  she  has  violated  injuriously  all  her  obligations ;  3d,  because  it  is 
not  true  that  she  is  not,  or  has  not  always  been  disposed  to  pay  all  that  she 
justly  owes  to  French  subjects ;  and,  4th,  because  the  use  of  force  on  the  part 
of  France  is  not  limited  in  the  present  case  to  insure  payment. 

I  believe  to  have  demonstrated  in  the  foregoing  that  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  has  had  no  just  reason  to  wage  war  against  Mexico  ;  that  the  war  he  is 
making  is  of  that  class  which  the  law  of  nations  classifies  as  unjust,  and  is 
moreover  barbarous,  as  it  has  commenced  and  still  continues  in  the  most 
flagrant  violation  of  the  most  sacred  principles  of  international  law,  and  that 
the  motives  now  alleged  by  the  imperial  government  to  csiiry  on  this  war  are 
not,  and  cannot  be,  those  advanced  in  the  commencement.  What  may  be  the 
real  motives  of  the  Emperor,  and  the  advantages  he  contemplates  to  obtain  from 
this  iniquitous  war,  cannot  be  ascertained  in  anticipation,  as  they  will  greatly 
depend  on  the  course  that  events  will  take,  on  the  resistance  his  arms  may  meet 
with,  and  on  the  solution  that  the  difficulties  at  present  distressing  this  country 
may  have.  But  what  can  readily  be  assured  now,  and  is  so  obvious  that  there 
can  hardly  be  a  person  familiar  with  the  tendencies  of  the  Napoleonic  policy 
who  has  not  noticed  it,  is,  that  the  French  expedition  is  a  menace  against  the 
autonomy  and  independence  of  the  nations  in  which  the  American  continents 
are  divided.  From  it,  if  successful,  would  ine^^tably  result  the  subversion  of 
the  system  of  republican  governments  predominating  in  these  regions,  the 
direct  influence  of  France  in  many  of  the  American  factions,  and  their  conse- 
quent entangling  in  the  complications  of  the  European  policy  that  could  not  but 
affect  them,  and  probably  not  only  a  protectorate  but  a  positive  conquest  of  the 
richest  and  most  important  portions  of  the  new  world.  I  could  show  minutely 
the  foundations  upon  which  I  ba^e  the  preceding  conclusions,  but,  apart  from 
their  being  thus  far  only  conjectures,  the  length  of  this  communication,  already 
too  extended,  does  not  permit  my  continuing  further.  Moreover,  it  would  hardly 
be  necessary  to  make  any  insinuations  of  the  kind  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  whose  interests,  peace,  and  prosperity  are  so  closely  concerned 
with  the  future  destiny  of  the  other  American  nations,  and  with  the  menaces 
and  usurpations  of  the  European  nations  on  these  continents.  I  have,  therefore, 
believed  it  sufficient  to  limit  myself  to  establish  the  facts  which  have  occurred  in 
regard  to  the  Mexican  question,  leaving  to  the  sagacity  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States  to  draw  the  inferences  and  act  in  conformity  with  them. 

I  avail  myself  with  pleasure  of  this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the 
assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfr, 
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Imdex  to  the  documents  transmitted  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  the  United  States 
to  the  State  Department  with  its  note  of  this  date. 


No. 

Date. 

From  whom  and  to  whom. 

Content*. 

1861 

f 

1 

Feb. 

3 

Mr.  Mathew  to  Sr.  Zarco 

Communicating  to  him  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  B-itish  government  with 
regard  to  tiie  money  taken  by  force 
from  the  British  legation  by  Don 
Miguel  Miramon 

2 

Sept 

5 

M.  Thouvenel  to  M.  Saligny 

Approving  of  hia  conduct,  and  di- 
rects him  to  present  an  ultimatum  to 
the  government  of  Mexico. 

3 

Oct. 

30 

do do 

Communicating  to  him  that,  the 
French  government  hag  resolved  to 
have  recourse  to  hostilities  against 
Mexico. 

4 

Nov. 

11 

M,  Thouvenel  to  Admiral  Jurien 
de  la  Oravifere. 

Instructions  with  regard  to  the  de- 
mands of  France  upon  Mexico. 

5 

Nov. 

22 

M.  Saligny  to  Gen.  Serrano 

Communicating  to  him  the  state  of 
the  Spanish  questions  in  Mexico. 

6 

....do 



Confidential  letter  on  the  afiG&irs  of 

Mexico. 

7 

Nov. 

24 

......do.... ......do  .......  .... 

Confidential  letter  on  the  affairs  of 
Mexico 

8 

Dec. 

?| 

Law  of  amnesty  p  tssed  by  the  Mexican 
c.'oijgress 

1862 

9 

Jane 

9 

D.J.Almonte  to  D   Manuel  M. 
Serrano. 

Private  letter  with  regard  to  the  ar- 
rangements made  with  M.  Saligny. 

10 

June 
....do 

15 

D.  Juan  Almonte 

Proclamation  addressed  to  the  Mexi- 

11 

The  Emperor  Napoleon  to  Gen. 

cans. 
Autograph  letter  on   the  Napoleonic 

Lorencez. 

policy  in  Mexico. 

12 

Sept 

10 

Gen.  Uraga  to  M.  Saliguy 

In  reply  to  what  M.  Saligny  said  of 
General  Urnga,  in  his  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Serrani)  of  the  22d  of  Novem- 
bt^r,  1861. 

13 

Issue  of  the  Jecker  affair. 

* 

ROMERO. 


Saratoga,  October  2,  1862. 


No.  1. 


[Translated  from  Spanish.] 

British  Legation  in  Mexico, 

Mexico,  February  22,  1861. 

The  undersigned,  charg^  d'affaires  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  has  the  honor 
of  infonnmg  his  excellency  Senor  D.  Francisco  Zarco,  minister  of  foreign  af- 
fairs, that  he  has  received  an  important  despatch  from  his  government  relative 
to  the  illegal  outrage  and  robbery  committed  in  her  Majesty's  legation  in  this 
city  by  order  of  General  Miramon  and  the  members  of  his  government. 

Her  Majesty's  government  has  regarded  this  act  in  the  light  which  it  de- 
serves, and  has  believed  it  indispensable  to  adopt  such  a  course  of  conduct  as 
will  manifest  its  disapprobation ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  desires  to  avoid  the 
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necessity  of  taking  any  steps  which  may  occasion  any  prejudice  to  the  interests 
of  the  Mexican  people,  who  are  innocent  and  have  been  merely  spectators  of  the 
outrages  committed  by  the  former  guilty  chiefs  of  this  capital. 

Wherefore  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  has  thought  proper  to  authorize 
me  to  recognize,  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government,  his  excellency  Presi- 
dent Juarez  as  the  legal  head  of  the  Mexican  republic,  as  likewise  to  offer  the 
moral  support  of  Great  Britain,  if  his  excellency  be  found  to  agree  with  her 
Majesty's  government  in  the  due  reprobation  of  the  illegal  outrage  committed 
in  her  Majesty's  legation,  and  in  the  recognition  of  the  just  reclamations  of 
British  subjects  for  this  and  other  acts  of  spoliation  and  violence  which  they 
have  suffered. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  moreover,  reserves  to  itself  the  right  of  making 
whatever  demands  may  be  necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  reparation  and  satis- 
faction. 

The  undersigned  is  gratified  indeed  to  know  that  this  judgment  is  in  its  main 
features  the  same  as  that  of  his  excellency  President  Juarez  and  his  illustrious 
ministers.  For  this  reason,  then,  the  undersigned  earnestly  hopes  for  a  cordial 
response  to  the  present  communication. 

GEORGE  B.  MATHEW. 

His  Excellency  Seiior  Don  Francisco  Zarco,  Sfc.,  Spc, 

Saratoga,  October  2,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  2. 

[Translation  ] 

Paris,  September  5,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  despatches  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
direct  as  far  as  No.  30.  By  these  you  have  informed  me  of  the  momentous 
resolution  which  you  have  taken,  interrupting  your  diplomatic  relations  with  the 
Mexican  government,  as  your  British  colleague,  on  his  part,  has  done.  After 
having  been  informed  of  your  communications,  the  government  of  the  Emperor 
has  not  been  able  to  hesitate  a  moment  in  the  opinion  which  he  ought  to  form  of 
the  last  proceedings  of  the  Mexican  government  and  upon  the  decision  which 
has  influenced  them.  He  entirely  approves  your  conduct^  and  protests  in  the 
most  energetic  manner  against  that  of  the  government  of  Juarez. 

You  already  know  that  on  your  arrival  at  Mexico  we  received  with  real  satis- 
faction the  hope  that  the  persons  whom  you  found  in  the  recent  possession  of 
power  would  adopt  measures  to  adjust  definitively  with  you  all  the  pending 
questions,  and  we  were  pleased  to  consider  the  agreement  which  you  made  with 
M.  Zarco  as  a  proof  at  least  of  the  desire  to  take  into  consideration  our  just 
claims. 

Notwithstanding  your  subsequent  remarks  tended  to  diminish  our  confidence 
in  the  sentiments  of  equity  which  we  believed  we  could  attribute  to  the  Mexi- 
can government  made  us  reluctant  to  suppose,  till  the  present  moment,  that  it 
could  depart  from  its  formal  promises,  and  to  free  itself  with  so  little  scruple 
from  an  agreement  which  was  the  recognition  in  principle  of  our  legitimate 
claims.  Your  last  despatches,  however,  cause  all  the  illusions  which  we  were 
pleased  to  hold  thereon  to  vanish. 

We  already  know  what  are  the  real  dispositions  which  unfortunately  influence 
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the  Mexican  government.  I  do  not  desire  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  de- 
plorable measures  which  have  obliged  us  to  cease  all  intercourse  with  it.  You 
have  already  sufficiently  delineatjjL  that  which  constitutes  a  manifest  violation 
of  solemn  promises.  It  is  proper,  however,  that  upon  this  point  the  impression 
which  the  government  of  the  Emperor  has  received  should  be  known,  and  that 
the  Mexican  government  should  know  what  we  demand  from  it,  if  it  does  not 
understand  the  interest  which  it  has  in  pausing  in  the  course,  full  of  dangers, 
into  which  it  has  entered.  Therefore  you  will  let  the  government  know  that 
the  suspension  of  the  payment  of  foreign  debts,  whatever  the  alleged  pretext, 
is  on  our  part  an  object  of  the  most  severe  reproof;  and,  in  consequence  thereof, 
we  demand  that  the  law  of  the  17th  of  last  July  be  immediately  repealed.  You 
will  add  that  we  also  demand  that  at  the  ports  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  the 
commissioners  be  established,  whom  we  will  designate,  for  the  pui-pose  of  in- 
suring the  delivery  to  those  powers  which  have  a  right  to  them  ^f  the  funds 
which  ought  to  be  collected  in  their  own  right,  in  fulfilment  of  the  foreign  con- 
ventions, upon  the  revenues  of  the  maritime  custom-houses  of  Mexico.  If  the 
Mexican  government  refuses  to  accept  these  conditions,  you  should,  without  de- 
lay, depart  from  Mexico,  with  all  the  members  of  his  Majesty's  legation. 

The  English  government,  whom  the  communications  of  your  colleague,  a& 
you  believed,  had  long  since  influenced  to  believe  that  it  was  not  possible  to  ex- 
pect from  the  simple  good  will  of  the  Mexican  government  a  change  of  con- 
duct, had  finished  preparing  its  despatches  for  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  when  the 
last  mail  brought  it,  at  the  same  time  as  to  us,  the  intelligence  that  the  two  le- 
gations have  broken  ofl"  their  relations  with  the  Mexican  cabinet.  This  action 
has  only  served  to  confirm  the  British  government  in  the  intention  of  trans- 
mitting to  Sir  Charles  Wyke  the  projected  instructions,  and  it  has  transmitted 
them  by  the  way  of  the  tlnited  States. 

As  is  natural,  Mr.  Lafuente  has  received  by  this  mail  despatches,  in  which  he 
was  instructed  to  inform,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  of  the  serious  events 
which  had  transpired  in  Mexico. 

You  already  know  that  I  have  had  occasion  to  use  laconic  and  severe  lan- 
guage with  this  agent.  Upon  receiving  him  this  time  I  have  told  him  that  he 
could  not  enter  into  explanations  of  any  kind  upon  the  conduct  of  his  govern- 
ment. I  have  told  him  that  the  cabinet  of  London  participated  in  all  our  im- 
pressions ;  that  your  determination  and  that  of  Sir  Charles  Wyke  had  been 
fully  approved  by  both  governments ;  that  these  transmitted  to  you  the  instruc- 
tions which  the  circumstances  demand,  and  that  they  had  decided,  in  case  it  is 
necessary,  to  support  them  with  the  naval  forces  of  both  countries. 

THOUVENEL. 

Saratoga,  October  2,  1862. 

.  A  true  copy,  taken  from  the  documents  presented  to  the  legislative  bodies 
of  the  empire  of  the  French  government. 

ROMERO. 


No.  3. 

[rranslation  ] 

Paris,  October  20,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  the  despatches  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
address  to  me  as  far  as  No.  42.  The  new  mformation  which  you  have  commu- 
nicated to  me  upon  the  progressive  disorder  and  anarchy  in  which  the  impo- 
tency  of  the  men  who  are  at  present  in  power  in  Mexico  have  sunk  the  whole 
country  could  not  surprise  me.     The  last  measures  to  which  it  has  had  recourse 
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to  obtain  resources  clearly  reveal  the  same  character  of  abuse  of  power  as  all 
the  former  ones,  and  for  the  same  reason  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  less  than 
to  approve  the  reform  under  which  you  have  urged  the  French  subjects  to  pro- 
test against  exigencies  so  arbitrary.  But  that  which  has  produced  a  deep  regret 
to  me  are  the  personal  attacks  of  French  subjects,  of  which  some  of  them  un- 
fortunately have  been  the  victims.  If  the  government  of  the  Emperor  had  not 
already  resolved  to  obtain,  by  all  possible  means,  the  satisfaction  for  all  the 
grievances  which  it  has  received  in  Mexico,  these  acts  would  have  sufficed  to 
induce  him  to  take  the  resolutions  which,  from  this  moment,  are  agreed  upon  in 
principle.  Under  other  circumstances  we  would  have  also  demanded  a  trial  of 
the  case,  and  if  necessity  required  it,  the  proper  reparations  for  the  criminal  at- 
tempt of  which  the  object  has  been  even  tue  representative  of  his  Majesty.  In 
the  present  state  of  things,  after  having  congratulated  ourselves  because  you 
have  not  experienced  any  sad  consequences  therefrom,  we  could  not  do  less 
than  add  this  deed  to  all  which  place  us  under  the  necessity  of  having  recourse 
to  very  severe  measures  against  Mexico. 

The  Emperor  has  decided  that  a  naval  division,  under  the  command  of  the 
Rear  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re  shall  go  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  obtain 
the  satisfaction  which,  after  having  carefully  examined  the  situation,  our  dignity 
and  the  insults  of  every  class  of  which  the  French  subjects  have  been  the  ob- 
ject may  seem  to  require.  The  government  of  the  Emperor  will  not  act  by 
itself.  The  government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  and  that  of  her  Catholic  Maj- 
esty propose  to  unite  their  forces  to  those  which  we  destine  for  this  expedition. 
The  three  cabinets  are  preparing  a  convention  in  which  they  will  determine  the 
conditions  of  their  common  intervention. 

THOUVENEL. 

Saratoga,  October  2,  1862. 

A  true  copy,  taken  from  the  documents  presented  to  the  legislative  bodies  of 
the  empire  by  the  French  government. 

ROMERO. 


No.  4. 

[Tianslation  ] 

The  minister  for  foreign  affairs  to  the  Rear  Admiral  Jurien  d^  la  Crraviere. 

Paris,  November  11,  1861. 

Monsieur  l'Admiral  :  I  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  acquaint  you  with 
the  circumstances  which  have  led  the  government  of  the  Emperor  to  take  to- 
wards Mexico  the  grave  resolutions  which  you  know.  In  consequence,  I  have 
the  honor  to  address  you  the  following  note,  which  shows  our  complaints  against 
that  country. 

THOUVENEL. 

(Note  on  the  complaiuts  of  France.) 

November,  1861. 

For  some  years  back  the  situation  of  our  countrymen  has  cruelly  suffered  not 
only  from  the  disorder  of  the  country,  but  also  from  the  instability  of  the  gov- 
ernments and  from  a  continuity  of  revolutions  which  have,  in  different  times, 
caused  a  co-existence  of  many  authorities  de  focto.     The  respect  which  France 
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professea  to  the  independence  of  other  countries  commanded  her  to  seek  no 
other  remedy  to  her  ills  than  by  means  of  diplomatic  claims,  as  long  as  these 
would  be  available,  and  as  long  as  she  could  see  in  the  evils  accruing  from  such 
a  state  of  things  to  her  countrymen,  no  less  than  to  the  citizens  of  Mexico,  a 
mere  temporary  and  inevitable  consequence  of  the  political  condition  of  that  re- 
public. Thus,  in  1853  the  lirst  convention  was  made  to  secure  the  settlement 
of  our  claims  existing  at  that  time.  The  same  facts  which  originated  it  were 
soon  repeated,  and  thus  in  the  ensuing  years  a  new  series  of  claims  was  origin- 
ated, for  whose  satisfaction  in  vain  our  agents  in  Mexico  applied- to  the  central 
government  from  its  inability  to  obtain  the  power  over  a  considerable  part  ot 
the  territory  which  escaped  its  hands  to  pass  into  those  of  its  enemies.  The 
exertions  of  our  agents  proved  to  be  of  no  use  to  obtain  reparation  for  so  many 
wrongs.  It  was  thought  advisable  to  order  Admiral  Penaud  in  1858  to  go  to 
Vera  Cruz  with  the  mission  of  exacting  the  payment  of,  first,  the  arrears  of  the 
convention  of  1853,  and  second,  of  indemnities  to  a  considerable  extent  for  the 
French,  who,  after  the  convention  above  refciTed  to,  had  suffered  acts  of  vio- 
lence and  pillage  in  different  parts  of  Mexico  from  chieftains  dependent  upon 
the  government  then  established  at  Vera  Cruz.  The  commander-in-chief  of  our 
naval  forces  determined  to  act  with  extreme  moderation.  He  refrained  from  all 
coercive  measures,  and  limited  himself  to  negotiating  at  the  beginning  of  1858 
an  arrangement  to  regulate  anew,  partially  at  least,  the  question  of  our  com- 
plaints. But  soon  after  the  admiral  had  left  Vera  Cniz  the  difficulties  which  he 
thought  settled  occurred  again. 

The  co-existence  of  two  governments  which  claimed  at  once  legitimacy,  one 
at  Mexico  and  the  other  at  Vera  Cruz,  both  unable  to  establish  a  definitive  ad- 
ministration, caused  not  only  the  interests  of  our  nationals  to  be  injured,  but 
created  among  them  a  grievous  antagonism  and  prevented  us  for  the  most  part 
of  the  time  to  protect  them. 

Such  an  embarrassment  was  felt  simultaneously  by  the  other  powers  of 
Europe  which  have  interests  in  Mexico,  especially  affecting  England  and  Spain. 
The  prejudices  with  which  such  a  state  of  affairs  would  necessarily  inspire 
these  three  governments  led  them,  each  one  independently,  to  think  that  the 
establishment  in  Mexico  of  a  single  and  supreme  power  whose  authority  would 
extend  over  the  whole  territory,  was  the  only  means  to  restore  peace  to  the  in- 
habitants of  that  country,  natives  as  well  as  foreigners,  alienated  as  it  had  been 
by  a  struggle  to  which  it  was  impossible  to  see  an  end.  It  could  not,  on  the 
other  hand,  enter  into  the  views  of  our  French  government,  nor  into  those  of 
her  Britannic  Majesty's  to  reach  such  an  end  by  giving  exclusive  protection  to 
one  of  the  two  parties,  so  as  to  crush  the  other.  Therefore  the  two  govern- 
ments came  to  the  agreement  that  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  anarchy  which 
for  so  long  had  been  preying  upon  Mexico,  the  only  way  to  proceed  was  to  offer 
them  friendly  negotiation  between  both  parties,  so  as  to  lead  them  freely  to  treat 
among  themselves  of  the  stable  reorganization  of  the  Mexican  government. 
The  attempts  made  to  this  end  in  1859  and  1860  were  unfortunately  unavaila- 
ble. The  overtures  made  by  the  foreign  agents  were  rejected  and  their  proposi- 
tions declined,  however  free  they  were  of  any  appearance  of  interference  with 
the  interior  affairs  of  the  country.  From  this  moment  we  had  evidently  the 
right  of  securing  directly  in  the  way  that  we  should  deem  the  most  effective  the 
protection  of  our  subjects  and  their  interests  if  they  should  insist  upon  looking 
to  their  condition  for  a  pretext  to  inflict  upon  our  countrymen  all  kinds  of  out- 
rages, and  for  an  argument  to  decline  responsibility  and  due  reparation.  We 
tried  therefore  to  offer  our  mediation  once  more,  when,  at  the  end  of  the  ensuing 
ycfar,  the  overthrow  of  General  Miramon  and  the  inauguration  at  the  capital  of 
the  Juarez  government  entirely  altered  the  situation  of  affairs. 

The  obstacles  lo  the  settlement  of  our  claims  derived  from  the  former  state  of 
affi^iirs  seemed  to  be  removed  with  the  definitive  triumph  of  one  of  the  two  par- 
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ties  now  invested  alone  with  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation.  The  moment,  then 
of  applying  for  a  satisfaction  of  our  just  complaints  had  arrived,  and  w^e  thought 
for  a  moment  our  hope  was  to  be  realized.  The  men  in  whose  hands  the  direc- 
tion of  affairs  then  was  placed  seemed  disposed  to  conciliatory  measures,  and 
our  representative  in  Mexico,  who  had  not  hesitated  to  recognize  officially  the 
new  government,  concluded  a  convention  which  seemed  to  give  evidence  of  a 
sincere  wish  on  their  part  to  resolve  equitably  all  the  pending  difficulties.  We 
were  congratulating  ourselves  upon  a  debut  which  seemed  to  promise  a  return  of 
security  to  our  countrymen,  and  an  amelioration  of  our  relations  with  Mexico  in 
future  when  the  government  of  Juarez,  entering  into  the  most  deplorable  errors 
of  the  Mexican  administration,  has  compelled  the  legations  of  France  and 
England  to  break  their  diplomatic  relations  with  it. 

It  has  proposed  and  made  Congress  pass  a  law  on  the  17th  of  July  whose 
first  article  suspends  for  two  years  the  foreign  conventions,  that  is  to  say,  breaks 
the  obligations  solemnly  contracted,  nullifies  the  agreements  entered  into  which 
were  being  carried  into  effect,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  quantities  which  we  had  ob- 
tained with  so  much  trouble. 

The  Mexican  government  has  tried  to  explain  its  unjustifiable  conduct  with 
reasons  of  weight,  but  the  truth  is  that  it  was  disposed  to  use  the  funds  which 
had  been  previously  raised  from  the  duties  of  the  custom-houses  to  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  foreign  conventions. 

Such  a  flagrant  violation  of  its  engagements  plainly  show^ed  its  intention  to 
disregard  every  idea  of  right  and  justice  which  should  oppose  its  cupidity,  and 
this  persuaded  the  representatives  of  France  and  England  to  take  the  resolution 
which  they  took — they  broke  off  their  relations.  Their  action  could  not  but  be 
approved  of  in  London  and  Paris,  and,  in  consequence,  this  approval  was  made 
known  to  them,  and  they  have  been  instructed  to  leave  Mexico  if  they  could 
not  succeed  in  having  the  law  of  the  17th  July  last  at  once  annullecl,  and  the 
establishment  in  the  ports  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  of  conunissioncy,  desig- 
nated by  the  interested  powers,  to  secure  the  delivery  into  their  hands  of  the 
funds  to  be  levied  at  the  custom-houses  in  execution  of  the  foreign  conventions, 
as  well  as  of  any  other  sums  which  might  be  already  due,  said  commissioners 
having  besides  the  authorization  to  reduce  the  duties  actually  received  at  Tampico 
and  Vera  Cruz. 

The  disposition  of  the  Mexican  government,  moreover,  not  giving  room  to 
expect  that  it  would  yield  to  these  demands,  a  thing  which  had  been  confirmed 
by  recent  information,  we  have  been  compelled  to  accept  the  necessity  of  acting 
directly  and  energetically  in  order  to  secure  to  our  countrymen  the  justice  and 
protection  which  they  were  in  want  of,  and  the  Emperor  has  decided  to  send  an 
expedition  against  Mexico  for  this  purpose. 

It  is  a  consequence  from  the  preceding  statements  that  we  have  not  come  to 
this  extremity  before  having  exhausted  all  the  means  of  peace,  fully  defending 
the  interests  which  have  been  intrusted  to  us. 

Long  ago  the  government  of  the  Emperor  might  have  been  justified  in  employ- 
ing force  to  obtain  the  refused  justice  if  moderation  to  the  extreme  degree  had 
not  have  been  deemed  preferable.  Therefore  he  has  been  obliged  to  resist  press- 
ing and  repeated  applications  for  protection,  which,  while  appealing  to  him  for 
protection,  tended  all  to  convince  him  that  rigorous  mea^^ures  could  only  let 
Mexico  understand  that  it  was  bound  to  respect  the  persons  and  property  of 
foreign  residents.  One  would  be  led  to  believe  that  the  different  parties  there 
have  believed  themselves  to  be  free  towards  them  of  all  considerations  of  all  jus- 
tice, and,  endowed  with  the  right  of  bringing  upon  them  more  especially  the 
evils  of  every  sort  resulting  from  the  political  chaos  of  the  country,  robberies, 
pillages,  exactions  of  every  description,  denials  of  justice ;  there  is  not  one  of 
these  acts  but  that  by  our  countrymen  had  been  complained  of. 

The  instability  of  the  administration  has  interdicted  all  resource  against  such 
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abuses,  and  these,  in.  the  greatest  part,  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  party  actually 
ID  power. 

The  unanimous  opinion  of  our  agents  is  that  there  is  the  pursuasion  in  Mex- 
ico of  inability  on  the  part  of  foreign  powers  to  correct  these  abuses,  and  words 
carelessly  spoken  by  the  men  who  are  at  the  head  of  the  government  leave  no 
room  to  doubt  that  they  have  been  encouraged  to  commit  tliose  faults  with  the 
confidence  that  they  will  remain  unpunished.  The  foreign  commerce,  which 
already  pays  almost  the  whole  of  the  duties  of  import  and  export,  which  has  to 
support  duties  of  circulation  of  patent,  &c.,  &c.,  overwhelmed  as  it  is  by  con- 
tributions of  war,  subject  to  taxes  which  are  in  reality  only  disguised  forced 
loans,  furnishes,  in  a  wordy  the  Mexiciin  government  with  nine-tenths  of  its 
resources.  The  fate  thus  seems  to  be  exclusively  to  maintain  a  civil  war,  for 
while,  more  than  any  one  else,  it  has  to  suflfer  because  it  brings  with  it  the  com- 
plete stagnation  of  business  by  taking  from  it  all  security  in  its  operations,  and 
by  exposing  it,  as  has  often  happened  to  it,  to  see  large  conductors  of  money, 
which  it  is  its  custom  to  send  from  the  interior  to  the  ports  for  embarkation, 
seized  by  either  one  or  the  other  party.  The  Mexican  government  must  have 
money  to  fill  a  treasiury  emptied  by  an  unrefrained  appropriation  to  this  effect. 
It  never  stops  before  any  extortion  ;  no  means,  however  violent  and  immoral,  will 
deter  it  from  procuring  at  any  moment  new  resources. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  make  here  the  long  examination  of  the  acts  of  violence, 
cruelties,  and  damages  inflicted  upon  our  countrymen,  and  it  would  not  be  easy 
to  arrive  at  the  exact  amount  of  indemnities  claimed  in  one  way  or  another; 
they  cannot  be  less  in  the  whole  than  ten  millions  of  dollars  during  these  lost 
years,  save  the  deduction  of  payments  already  begun,  and  which  have  now  been 
entirely  interrupted.     Personal  violence  has  by  no  means  been  spared  on  or 
with  our  countrymen  without  committing  unjust  and  vexatory  measures  which 
have  so  much  affected  their  material  interests.     Many  of  them  complain  of  hav- 
ing been  arbitrarily  imprisoned,  or  of  having  been  compelled  to  seek  safety  in 
flight  after  their  property  had  been  pillaged  and  burnt.     Our  agents  themselves 
have  not  been  respected.     Our  vice-consul  in  Zacatecas  was  incarcerated  for 
having  reftised  to  pay  an  illegal  tax.    Our  vice-consul  in  Tepic  has  suffered  for 
the  same  cause  such  cruel  treatment  that  he  died  in  consequence  of  it.     We 
have,  it  is  true,  obtained  an  indemnity  for  his  family,  but  one  of  the  authors  of 
these  violences,  who  should  have  been  deprived  of  his  rank  and  employment. 
Colonel  Rojas,  has  just  been  returned  to  the  army  with  an  additional  grade,  after 
a  feint  at  punishment,  and  commissioned  with  an  important  command,  has  made 
his  entrance  in  Tepic  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  whence  a  portion  of  the  popu- 
lation fled  at  his  approach,  fearing  renewed  atrocities  on  his  pai't.    Three  years 
ago  many  Frenchmen  were  assassinated  in  the  streets  of  Mexico ;  lately  the 
attacks  on  them  have  increased  to  an  alarming  extent.     We  learn  from  intelli- 
gence recently  come  to  us  that  many  of  our  countrymen  have  been  carried 
away,  maltreated,  ransomed,  without  the  Mexican  authorities  troubling  them- 
selves about  affording  them  any  protection  or  prosecuting  the  criminals.    Eight 
Frenchmen  have  been  killed  in  this  way,  or  have  died  in  consequence  of  wounds 
which  they  had  received ;  even  the  person  of  our  representative  in  Mexico  has 
been  subject  to  these  outrages.    The  government  of  the  Emperor,  therefore,  has 
given  evidence  of  too  great  a  magnanimity  not  to  be  justified  in  demanding  now 
from  Mexico  an  account,  otherwise  than  by  the  ineftective  negotiations,  for  the 
adjustment  of  so  many  offences,  the  last  of  which  has  exhausted  its  patience. 

Great  Britain  and  Spain,  having  also  to  ask  from  Mexico  satisfaction  for  griefs 
no  less  in  number  and  of  no  less  serious  a  character  than  ours,  are  going  to  adopt 
the  same  coercive  measures  which  the  conduct  of  the  Mexican  authorities  have 
rendered  necessary,  and  the  combined  forces  of  the  three  nations  will  thus  act 
in  concert  to  attain  the  object  they  propose  to  themselves. 


318  PRESENT   CONDITION    OF     MEXICO. 

Sabatooa,  October  2,  1862. 

A  true  copy,  taken  from  the  documents  presented  to  the  legislative  bodies  of 
the  empire  by  the  French  government. 

ROMERO. 


No.  5. 

[Translation.] 

Annexed  documents,  No.  1. 

(Thi8  corresponds  to  despatch  No.  84  of  the  Captain  General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba.) 

French  Legation  in  Mexico, 

Mexico,  November  22,  1861. 

General:  I  have  received,  on  the  night  of  the  30th  of  October  last,  the  two 
despatches,  with  the  annexed  documents,  which  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor 
to  address  to  me  on  the  26th  of  September  and  the  7th  of  October.  I  have  only 
time  to  transmit  to  you,  under  Nos.  1  to  4,  copies  of  the  communications  which 
took  place  in  consequence  between  the  cabinet  of  Mexico  and  myself.  The  pe- 
rusal of  these  documents  will  be  enough  to  convince  your  excellency  that  abso- 
lutely nothing  whatever  is  to  be  hoped  from  this  government  in  the  way  of 
negotiation.  I  believe  it  useless  to  point  out  here  the  bad  faith  and  duplicity 
appearing  in  every  line  and  every  word  of  Sr.  Zamacona's  note  dated  the  19th 
of  this  month.  Never  has  any  government  employed  audacity  and  impudence 
in  falsehood  to  such  a  degree.  Force  is  for  the  future  the  only  argument  that 
should  be  employed  by  the  Queen's  government.    God  grant  it  be  before  long. 

In  these  circumstances,  and  in  view  of  the  last  advices  received  this  past  night 
announcing  the  sailing  of  the  Spanish  squadron  from  Havana,  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  send  this  despatch  to  Vera  Cruz  by  a  courier  extraordinary.  Our  con- 
sular agent  in  that  city  has  orders  to  have  it  delivered  without  delay  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  Sp'anish  forces,  in  case  they  arrive.  I  will  send  a  dupli- 
cate copy  of  it  to  Havana,  to  your  excellency,  by  the  next  English  packet.  I 
entreat  your  excellency  to  receive  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  considera- 
tion. 

A.  DE  SALIGNY. 

His  Excellency  Marshal  Serrano, 

Count  of  San  Antonio,  Captain  General  of  the 

Island  of  Cuba,  Sfc.,  ifc.  Sfc.,  Havana. 

Havana,  December  10,  1861. 

I  certify  that  the  preceding  is  a  faithful  translation  from  the  original  French, 
which  1  have  marked  with  my  seal. 

RAMON  DE  ARRASTIA, 
Interjfreter  of  the  Government. 

Saratoga,  October  2,  1862. 
This  i#  a  copy,  taken  from  the  documents  on  Mexican  affairs  presented  to  the 
cortea  by  the  Spanish  government. 

ROMERO. 
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No.  6. 
[Translatiou.] 

Annexed  to  the  despatch  No,  %^from  Cuba. 
(Translation  of  the  contiilrntiai  letter  of  M.  de  Saligny,  dated  on  the  22d  of  November  ) 

My  Dbar  General  :  To  the  official  communications  which  I  send  you  with 
this  same  date  I  add  a  few  words  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  two  private 
letters  of  the  22d  of  October,  and  to  inform  you  of  certiiin  data  which  I  did  not 
think  proper  to  include  in  the  official  correspondence. 

I  will  begin  by  telling  you  that  notwithstanding  the  private  character  of  this 
letter,  you  may  make  use  of  it  in  the  same  form  in  the  portion  which  you  might 
think  beneficial  to  your  government. 

"With  respect  to  the  aftairs  of  Spain,  what  is  evident  in  this  country  is  that 
the  Mexican  government  intends  to  refuse  all  satisfaction,  and  even  the  com- 
promises entered  into  with  me  relating  to  this  subject.  It  pretends  to  be  very 
tranquil,  (and  there  are  not  wanting  blockheads  who  give  their  assent,)  and  it 
maintains  that  it  fears  not  Spain  ;  it  is  now  that  we  can  apply  those  words  "  that 
God  deprives  of  judgment  those  whom  He  wishes  to  destroy."  Let  the  Spanish 
forces  hasten,  for  that  is  what  we  need.  The  government  and  the  depraved  by 
whom  it  is  surrounded  excite,  as  in  days  of  old,  the  national  passion  against 
the  Spaniards,  but  they  are  not  completely  successful.  The  common  mass  of 
the  people  remain  indifferent  because,  perhaps,  they  are  persuaded  that  the 
Spaniards  will  not  come  alone,  for  we  must  not  be  blind  to  the  fact  that  the  pop- 
ular feeling  is  less  inimical  towards  other  foreigners,  and  specially  towards  the 
French,  than  towards  the  Spaniards.  Still,  as  it  is,  although  we  do  not  deplore 
acts  as  criminal,  as  might  have  been  expected,  there  have  been  hostile  demon- 
strations in  which  certain  classes  of  men  participate,  specially  the  employes, 
the  agents,  and  persons  belonging  to  the  police,  formerly  highwaymen,  almost 
all  of  them,  and  to-day  dependent  on  the  authorities.  In  these  demonstrations 
the  cry  of  **  down  with  the  Gachupines,"  Spaniards,  is  heard,  the  glass  windows 
are  stoned,  &c.,  &c.  The  Spaniards  themselves  have  been  insulted  and  threat- 
ened, but  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  no  one  has  been  murdered  as  yet.  I 
was  in  a  great  uncertainty  for  the  interior,  and  chiefly  for  Tierra  Caliente ;  but 
fortunately,  until  now,  no  offence  has  been  confirmed.  In  Guanajuato,  General 
Doblado,  who,  if  not  more  honest,  at  least  has  greater  abilities  and  decency 
than  the  others,  has  informed  the  Spaniards  who  may  think  themselves  menaced 
that  they  will  find  in  that  city  a  secure  asylum.  The  talk  here  is  of  expulsions 
in  mass,  but  I  doubt  whether  they  will  dare  to  realize  them.  On  the  other  side^ 
the  government,  who,  in  spite  of  its  boasts,  have  begun  to  fear,  attempts  to  quell 
the  disturbances  which  in  the  beginning  it  used  to  bring  about  and  encourage. 

Wishing  you  to  be  well-informed  on  everything,  but  at  the  same  time  not 
desiring  to  stain  my  pen  with  the  description  of  unprecedented  infamies,  I 
enclose  a  communication  which  was  sent  to  me,  and  which  relates  facts,  the  verity 
of  which  has  been  asserted  by  fifty  trust-worthy  witnesses.  I  know  but  little 
the  noble  and  chivalrous  Spain,  if  she  should  hesitate  to  arise  as  one  single 
knight,  to  avenge  such  san^inary  outrages.     I  transgress  to  another  subject. 

Notwithstanding  what  M.  Collean  has  written  to  you,  my  news  and  foresight 
Were  correct.  St.  Juan  de  Ulua  and  Vera  Cruz  are  being  dismantled,  and  the 
Operation  must  be  already  greatly  advanced.  Although  no  military  man,  you 
Mil  excuse  me  if  I  ask  you,  why  will  we  limit  ourselves  to  co-operate  against 
Tampico,  and  not  take  possession  also  of  San  Juan  de  Uliia  and  Vera  Cruz> 
Vhere  we  will  meet  no  resistance. 

The  plan  of  the  government,  if  it  has  a  plan,  is  to  transport  the  material 
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taken  from  Vera  Cruz,  part  to  the  "  Puente  NacionaP*  and  **  Cerro  Grordo/*  on 
the  road  to  Mexico,  through  Jalapa  and  Chiquihuite,  on  the  road  that  passes 
through  Orizava.  It  is  in  those  positions  (quite  easy  to  defend)  that  the 
Mexicans  intend  to  wait  the  Sj^anish  army.  Puente  Nacional  is  42  miles  from 
Vera  Cruz,  and  Cerro  Gordo  six  miles  further.  The  distance  between  Vera 
Cruz  and  Chiquihuite  is,  more  or  less,  the  same  as  to  Puente  Nacional. 

General  Uraga,  appointed  general-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the  east,  is  a  man  of 
more  than  50  years  of  age,  very  brave,  but  fickle,  little  modest,  false  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  as  great  a  cheat  as  any  Mexican.  But,  at  least,  he  is  a  military 
man,  (he  lost  a  limb  at  the  siege  of  Guadalajara,)  and  as  he  has  travelled,  and 
seen  Europe,  he  is  enabled  to  judge  and  compare.  He  has  no  illusions  then, 
and  he  very  clearly  has  given  me  to  understanding  it  so  while  at  dinner  in  my 
house  a  few  days  ago.  The  government  proposes  to  raise  immediately  a  force 
of  30,000  men,  to  be  divided  into  two  divisions,  to  defend  Puente  Nacional  and 
-Chiquihuite.  But  whence  shall  they  bring  men,  horses,  arms,  money,  &c.,  &c. 
A  foreigner,  a  superior  officer  in  the  Mexican  army,  a  very  intelligent  and  well- 
informed  "man,  has  sent  me  the  communication  No.  1,  which  I  enclose,  in  which 
you  will  find  positive  data  of  the  true  situation  of  the  actual  military  affairs. 
From  this  we  deduce  that  there  are  but  4,000  troops,  and  what  troops  !  I  will 
also  tell  you  that  should  the  government  send  those  forces  against  you,  Marquez 
enters  Mexico  the  next  day.  And  it  is  not  Marquez  alone  that  menaces  Juarez ; 
this  one  also  fears  Doblado,  and  not  without  reason,  as  you  may  judge  by  the 
enclosed  letter,  signed  by  General  Robles,  the  only  general  and  the  only  honor- 
able man,  perhaps,  in  the  country.  But  from  abroad  still  other  dangers  and  in- 
quietudes threaten  Spain.  The  English  legation,  faithful  to  the  liberal  and  hi/al 
policy  with  which  you  are  already  acquainted,  has  made,  or  rather  has  com- 
pletely settled  an  agreement  which  has  everywhere  aroused  public  opinion,  and 
of  which  the  cabinet  of  London  will  not  approve.  But  the  legation  of  France 
are  as  far  from  a  settlement  as  ever,  and  putting  aside  the  question  to  which  the 
-orders  of  the  Emperor  which  1  have  received  refer,  there  are  new  incidents, 
more  criminal  than  those  that  came  to  us  in  August,  and  which  render  my  stay 
in  this  capital  impossible,  where  not  only  is  France  and  her  representative  most 
.scandalously  abused  by  the  daily  press,  but  even  my  life  is  openly  menaced  by 
the  'chief  of  the  police,  Porfirio  Leon,  consummate  criminal,  an  old  highway- 
man, most  noted  by  his  numerous  murders  of  which  he  has  been  guilty,  and  who 
has  spent  many  years  of  his  life  in  the  prisons  of  Chapala  and  Mexico.  I  get 
ready  then  to  leave  this  place  with  all  the  legation,  and  I  hope  to  see  you  in 
Mexico,  persuaded,  as  I  am,  that  you  will  come  commanding  the  expedition. 

In  the  letter  of  Robles  you  will  find  the  acts  of  England  shown.  The  sud- 
den change,  effected  with  as  much  violence  as  stupidity,  by  Wyke  (diplomatist 
of  negroes)  can  be  explained  by  the  words  which  my  colleague  addressed  to  a 
person  who  expressed  admiration  of  the  strange  action  taken  by  the  British 
legation :  "What  do  you  wish  me  to  say?  We  have  an  unconquerable  repug- 
nance, no  matter  in  what,  to  enter  into  an  enterprise  with  Spain,  and  chiefly 
when  France  comes  behind  her." 

This  people,  who  have  the  fatal  ability  of  doing  everything  badly,  have 
concluded  a  terrible  project  with  Pickett,  secret  agent  of  the  confederate  states, 
and  you  may  rest  sure  that  this  will  in  two  or  three  months  deliver  them  up  to 
their  neighbors,  the  southerners. 

Imagining  that  it  was  important  that  you  should  be  acquainted  of  everything 
with  all  possible  brevity,  I  send  the  correspondence  to  Vera  Cruz  by  special 
post,  ordering  our  consul  to  include  it  to  you  without  waiting  the  English 
packet,  availing  himself  of  a  Spanish  man-of-war,  if  there  were  any  at  the  time. 

I  pray  you,  my  dear  general,  to  excuse  the  incoherence  of  this  letter;  but 
during  one  month  I  have  been  indisposed,  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  labor 
to  which  I  must  devote  myself,  to  attend  to  everything,  so  that  I  write  this 
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lett4^r  in  pieces  amidst  my  preparatives  for  my  journey.  I  send  you  a  collection 
of  "  El  Siglo,"  a  Mexican  newspaper,  that  you  may  see  in  it  what  may  be 
wanting  in  my  letter.    Farewell,  my  dear  friend. 

A.  DE  SALIGNY. 

P.  S.  of  the  23d. — Here  is  more  news :  The  famous  agreement  to  which 
Wyke  had  sacrificed  most  shamefully  all  the  principles  invoked  by  England,  in 
concert  with  France,  has  provoked  a  very  serious  debate,  and  I  am  told  that  it 
has  been  rejected  by  congress  last  night,  at  a  late  hour.  Wyke  is  furious,  and 
preparing  to  go  away.  Now  we  can,  with  great  propriety,  say  diplomacy  of 
negroes, 

.  Saratoga,  October  27,  1862. 

A  copy,  taken  from  the  documents  on  Mexican  afifairs,  presented  to  the  cortes 
by  the  Spanish  government. 

ROMERO. 


No.  7. 

[Translation.] 

42,  annexed  to  despatch  No.  %^from  Cuba, 

Extracts  from  two  private  letters  written  by  M.  de  Saligny,  the  contents  of 
which,  concerning  the  interior  affairs  of  Mexico,  may  interest  her  Majesty's 
government : 

No,  9,  of  the  letter  of  the  2Ath  of  November, 

I  thought  of  sending  you  yesterday  an  express,  but  this  being  impossible,  I 
avail  myself  of  the  delay  to  communicate  to  you  the  latest  news.  It  is  said 
that  Doblado  is  on  his  march  towards  the  capital,  with  five  or  six  thousand  men, 
and  that  yesterday  he  was  in  San  Juan  del  Rio,  fifty  leagues  from  the  city  of 
Mexico.  It  is  reported,  too,  that  Marquez,  with  from  three  to  four  thousand 
men,  is  also  marching  upon  Mexico.  I  transmit  these  rumors  without  vouching 
for  them,  for  nowhere  else  is  it  so  difficult  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  events  as  in 
this  country. 

I  send  you  the  "  Trait  d'Union,"  and  two  extracts  from  "  El  Siglo,"  in  which 
vou  will  find  details  about  the  disapproval  of  the  convention  which  took  place 
the  day  before  yesterday.  Every  one  of  the  dispositions  of  so  singular  an  ar- 
rangement shows  the  cunning  and  bad  faith  of  the  Mexican  government,  not 
less  than  the  incredible  candor  of  "  perfidious  Albion."  The  Jesuitism  of  Zareo, 
who  is  considered  a  great  statesman  on  account  of  the  affairs  with  Spain,  will 
also  merit  your  attention.  They  speak  of  submitting  once  more  the  Wyke 
treaty  to  the  decision  of  congress.  It  would  surprise  me  very  much  if  this 
attempt  should  be  more  successful  than  the  first  one.  Seventy  votes  against 
twenty-nine  is  an  indication  to  me  of  a  secret  understanding  with  Doblado  to 
overthrow  Juarez.  I  would  not  be  surprised  if  in  less  than  a  fortnight  the 
latter  be  fleeing  with  his  ministers.  I  recommend  you  to  read  an  impoi*tant 
correspondence  between  Juarez,  Comonfort,  and  Vidaurri,  published  oy  the 
"  Trait  d'Union."  I  insist  on  my  opinion  that,  if  you  are  to  act  energetically, 
yon  must  do  it  without  loss  of  time. 

Letter  of  the  2ith  of  November, 

This  government  (the  Mexican)  is  more  than  ever  in  complete  disorder.    The 
cabinet  seems  to  insist  in  withdrawing,  and  the  president  does  not  know  where 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 21 
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to  find  ministers.  General  Uraga,  who  marched  for  Jalapa,  has  returned,  asking 
for  the  money,  which  was  promised  him,  bnt  not  sent  to  him.  He  refiises  to 
take  the  command  which  had  been  intrusted  to  him  unless  they  will  give  him 
$30,000  at  least — an  amount  which  they  do  not  know  where  to  get.  They 
speak  of  an  extraordinary  tax  of  2^  per  cent,  on  capitals,  and  of  a  general  call 
of  the  national  guard  to  fill  the  place  of  regular  troops.  Both  measures,  ot 
course,  embrace  foreigners  as  well  as  natives,  so  that  when  the  time  for  war 
shall  come  they  will  be  bound  to  fight  against  their  own  nationality.  They 
also  say  that,  by  and  by,  there  will  be  1/5,000  or  20,000  men  to  oppose  the 
6,000  Spaniards  which  they  expect.  In  my  opinion  this  number  will  be  reduced 
to  4,000  or  6,000  natives,  and  that  is  all.  They  seem  determined  to  make  no 
resistance  at  Vera  Cruz ;  but  they  speak  of  defending  Tampico,  to  which  place 
they  will  send  the  hero  of  the  day.  General  Tapia,  with  some  engineers. 

Three  days  ago  some  news  was  circulating  which,  if  true,  is  of  great  import- 
ance. They  say  that  Comonfort  will  make  a  pronunciamento  for  religion  and 
Ihe  privileges  of  the  clergy  and  army,  and  will  be  declared  the  legitimate  presi- 
dent, with  Vidaurri  as  minister  of  war,  and  Bishop  Munguia  as  minister  for  for- 
eign affairs.  I  do  not  give  much  credit  to  such  news  for  two  reasons :  first, 
because  it  is  given  by  the  "Monitor,"  a  newspaper  devoted  to  Juarez;  and 
*  secondly,  because  Comonfort  is  too  smart  to  compromit  himself  with  the  reac- 
tionary party,  which  does  not  seem  to  have  a  great  hold  upon  the  country. 

This  very  evening  I  received  another  letter  from  Robles,  dated  November  29. 
He  had  quite  a  long  conference  with  Doblado,  and  seems  to  be  very  well  satis- 
fied with  him.  He  finds  him  determined  to  conduct  himself  as  a  patriot  and 
honest  man  in  the  very  serious  circumstances  in  which  the  country  is  involved. 
The  character  of  which  situation  and  the  manner  to  act  hereafter  is  not  un- 
known 1^  him.  Robles,  fearing  his  letter  might  be  lost,  does  not  fully  explain 
himself;  but  if,  as  I  believe,  Doblado  has  determined  to  second  the  views  of 
Bobles,  the  fact  would  be  of  great  importance. 

They  continue  speaking  of  General  Prim's  coming  at  the  head  of  the  Spanish 
expedition;  and  it  is  also  reported  that  the  new  minister  of  finances,  Selior 
Gonzales,  uncle  to  the  Countess  of  Bens,  would  only  require  half  an  hour's 
conversation  with  his  nephew  to  settle  the  Spanish  question. 

In  the  extracts  which  I  send  herewith  from  "El  Siglo,"  of  yesterday,  you 
will  find  new  proofs  of  the  duplicity  and  wickedness  of  the  English  minister, 
and  curious  revelations  about  a  chimerical  project  of  alliance  between  Mexico, 
England,  and  the  United  States  against  France  and  Spain.  Said  minister  has 
received  yesterday  from  the  "  Mexican  Extraordinary "  a  blow  from  which  he 
will  hardly  recover,  and  to  which  I  call  your  attention.  It  deserves  to  be  read 
attentively,  both  to  understand  the  conduct  of  the  English  minister  and  to  know 
the  true  situation  of  the  country.  This  paper  circulates  freely  in  England,  and 
you  can  imagine  what  results  it  will  produce. 

I  am  still  decided  to  leave  Mexico,  with  all  the  legation.  I  am  only  waiting 
for  the  next  mail  from  Europe.  The  English  legation  will  very  likely  leave 
before  I  do.     I  enclose  you  a  caricature,  in  whici  I  am  represented  as  riding 

nr  Zamacona,  England  holding  his  head,  while  the  Spanish  legation,  in  most 
icrous  attire,  is  pulling  at  his  feet. 

Saratoga,  October  2,  1862. 

A  true  copy,  taken  from  the  documents  on  Mexican  affairs  presented  to  the 
cortes  by  the  Spanish  government. 

ROMERO. 
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No.  8. 

|Tran8]at!oQ.] 

The  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  president  of  the  Mexican  United 
States,  to  their  inhabitants,  makes  known  that  the  congress  of  the  Union  has 
thought  proper  to  decree  the  following : 

Article  1.  A  general  amnesty  is  granted  for  all  political  offences  which  were 
committed  from  the  17th  of  December,  1857,  to  the  publication  of  the  present 
law. 

Article  2.  This  grace  does  not  comprehend — 

Firstly,  Those  who  have  exercised  the  functions  of  presidents  of  the  republic 
from  the  17th  of  December,  1857,  to  December,  1860. 

Secondly.  Those  concerned  in  the  assassinations  of  Tacubaya,  in  April,  1859, 
and  in  the  abduction  and  death  of  the  citizen  Melchor  Ocampo,  in  June  of  the 
present  year. 

Thirdly.  The  Mexicans  who  signed  and  ratified  the  treaty  of  Mon- Almonte. 

Fourthly.  Those  who  disposed  of  the  ftinds  of  the  English  debt,  deposited  in 
the  house  No.  10  of  Capuchinas  street. 

Fifthly.  Those  who  have  been  expelled  from  the  national  territory  by  pre- 
scriptions anterior  to  the  present  law. 

Sixthly.  Those  who,  not  being  bom  upon  the  national  territory,  have  exer- 
cised the  ftmctions  of  leaders  and  of  officers  in  combatting  constitutional  order. 

Article  3.  The  government,  should  it  judge  advisable,  may  deliver  pass- 
ports to  leave  the  republic  to  all  the  persons  comprised  in  the  preceding  article, 
upon  condition  that  they  solicit  them  within  thirty  days  and  without  prejudice 
to  civil  responsibility. 

Article  4.  In  order  to  enjoy  this  pardon,  it  suffices  that  the  persons  that  it 
comprises  present  themselves  to  the  first  authority  of  the  district  in  which  they 
resiae,  or  of  the  nearest  neighboring  district,  within  the  thirty  days  of  the 
publication  of  the  present  law  in  the  federal  district  and  in  the  capitals  of  the 
States. 

Article  5.  Those  responsible  for  any  political  offence  who,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  delay  fixed  by  the  preceding  article,  shall  not  have  taken  advantage 
of  that  pardon,  will  be  judicially  proceeded  against.  Those  who,  after  the  ex- 
piration of  this  delay,  persist  in  attacking  with  arms  the  constitutional  system, 
or  in  provoking  any  armed  movement  against  the  existing  order  of  things,  will 
be  considered  traitors  to  the  country  for  that  single  act,  and  judged  in  the  terms 
and  according  to  the  forms  prescribed  by  articles  fifth,  sixth,  and  fifty-fourth,  of 
the  law  of  December  6,  1856. 

Article  6.  This  amnesty  does  not  comprehend  a  restitution  of  grades,  dec- 
orations, or  offices  that  those  amnested  may  have  had  before  rising  against  the 
constitutional  government;  these  last  remain  subject  to  the  prescriptions  of  the 
law  of  July  30,  last. 

Article  7.  The  law  of  July  4,  of  the  present  year,  is  abrogated.  The  per- 
sons therein  designated  are  comprised  in  this  present  enactment. 

Given  in  the  sessions  chamber  of  the  congress  of  the  Union,  in  Mexico,  No- 
vember 29,  1861. 

MANUEL  DUBLAN, 
President  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Juan  N.  Guzman, 

Ansblmo  Cano, 

Secretaries  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
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And  for  the  exact  execution  of  this  law  I  have  thought  necessarj  to  establish 
the  following  regulation : 

Article  1.  Those  whom  public  opinion  may  designate  as  responsible  for  any 
political  offence  comprised  in  the  exceptions  of  article  second,  shall  not  enjoy 
the  benefits  of  the  amnesty  as  long  as  they  have  not  sufficiently  proved,  by 
themselves  or  by  some  person  who  represents  them,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
government  those  exceptions  do  not  apply  to  them.  If,  notwithstanding  the 
proof  which  is  furnished,  the  government  shall  consider  them  as  comprised  in 
some  one  of  the  exceptions,  it  will  consign  them  to  the  competent  judge.  In 
Mexico  the  presentation  will  be  made  before  the  governor  of  the  district ;  in  the 
States,  before  the  governors,  who  will  immediately  transmit  the  petitions  to  the 
general  government,  through  the  channel  of  the  department  of  justice,  for  the 
qualification  above  spoken  of. 

Article  2.  The  persons  comprised  in  the  dispositions  of  article  second,  who 
might  desire  to  take  advantage  of  the  pardon  granted  in  article  third,  will  ad- 
dress, within  the  allotted  delay,  their  petitions  to  the  governors  of  the  States  or 
of  the  district,  who  will  transmit  them  to  the  general  government,  informing  it, 
at  the  same  time,  of  the  propriety  of  granting  the  said  pardon  ;  this  without  pre- 
judice to  those  concerned,  if  they  judge  it  more  advisable  to  address  themselves 
directly  to  the  general  government. 

Article  3.  The  political  authorities  of  the  districts,  before  whom  those  who 
will  profit  by  the  pardon  of  the  amnesty  shall  appear,  will  take  note  of  the 
names  of  those  persons  and  of  the  day  of  their  presentation,  and  inform  the  gov- 
ernors of  the  respective  States  thereof,  in  order  that  the  latter  may  communicate 
them,  upon  the  first  favorable  occasion,  to  the  department  of  justice,  informing 
it,  at  the  same  time,  whether  the  person  desiring  the  amnesty  belongs  to  the 
State  in  which  he  resides,  or  whether  he  is  confined  there  by  order  of  the  gen- 
eral government  or  the  local  governors  of  other  States.  In  this  last  case  the 
department  will  inform  the  governor  of  the  State  to  which  the  imprisoned  be- 
long, so  that  no  obstacle  be  opposed  to  their  return. 

Article  4.  The  presentations  in  any  case  may  be  made  by  any  legal  form 
whatever ;  but  if  they  are  not  made  in  person,  they  shall  thereafter  be  ratified 
by  those  concerned  themselves. 

For  which  1  order,  &c.,  &c. 

Palace  of  the  national  government  at  Mexico,  December  2,  1861. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

The  Citizen  Joaquim  Ruiz, 

Minuter  of  Justice  and  Public  Instruction, 

Saratoga,  October  2,  1862. 
A  true  copy, 

ROMERO. 


No.  9. 

[TranglatioD.] 

Orizaba,  June  9,  1862. 
My  very  Distinguished  FriepJd  :  I  answer  at  the  same  time  your  esteemed 
letters  of  the  3d  instant,  telling  you  that  it  is  not  possible  that  the  French  min- 
ister should  accept  the  responsibility  of  placing  at  our  disposal  the  funds  col- 
lected by  the  allies  at  the  custom-house  ;  therefore  we  can  only  depend  upon 
the  twenty  per  cent,  duty  set  apart  for  material  improvements,  and  the  fifteen 
per  cent,  duty  for  the  railroad  improvement. 
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Bnt  as  it  is  not  clear  that  after  the  custom-house  shall  hare  heen  turned  over 
to  us,  it  must  remain  under  the  control  of  the  allies,  I  am  of  opinion  that  all  we 
should  paj  to  each  nation  that  has  a  right  to  an  instalment  according  to  the 
conyentions  is  the  percentage  assigned  to  them,  retaining  for  ourselres  the 
balance. 

With  this  and  with  the  share  that  belongs  to  France,  (which  will  be  lent  to 
us,)  I  believe  that  we  will  be  able  to  live  with  very  great  economy  for  two  or 
three  months  longer,  which  will  be  all  we  need  until  the  arrival  of  the  new 
troops  to  be  sent  by  the  Emperor.  Besides  this,  we  will  have  the  twenty  per 
cent,  duty  for  material  improvements,  the  fifteen  per  cent,  for  the  railroad  duty, 
and  the  new  tax  of  two  per  cent,  upon  capitals.  See  if  you  can  do  what  I  sug- 
gest about  the  intervention  for  the  future. 

In  relation  to  the  draft;s  on  Paris,  the  minister  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
is  the  one  that  draws  them  to  my  order,  for  thirty  thousand  dollars,  that  is  to 
say,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  francs,  from  which  the  diflPerence  of  ex- 
change must  be  deducted  at  the  rate,  according  to  what  you  say,  of  five  francs 
and  fifty  centimes  to  the  dollar. 

It  would  suit  me  better  to  receive  the  money  here,  because  I  need  it  to  pay 
5,000  men  that  are  here.  But  should  this  not  be  possible,  it  will  be  easy  to 
bring  the  money  from  that  port  in  a  convoy  ship.  I  doubt,  however,  that  there 
be  any  house  in  your  port  that  has  the  money,  according  to  what  I  was  told 
yesterday.  Let  me  know,  however,  if  there  are  any  houses  that  would  like  to 
do  that  good  business,  in  order  that  I  may  send  you  the  drafts  by  return  mail. 

As  General  Marin  is  wide  awake,  he  will  inform  you  of  all  that  happens  here. 
I  have  no  time  to  write  fully,  nor  even  to  eat.  I  lead  a  dog's  life.  1  work  in- 
cessantly from  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  ten  o'clock  at  night. 

Tell  me  whether  you  know  that  the  allies  had  agreed  with  the  merchants  not 
to  collect  from  them  the  duties  before  they  shall  have  been  able  to  transport 
their  goods  to  the  interior.  With  my  compliments  to  the  ladies,  believe  me  your 
affectionate  friend, 

ALMONTE. 

His  Excellency  Sefior  Don  Manuel  M.  Serrano. 

If  you  should  not  be  able  to  negotiate  the  drafts  with  the  consent  of  the  mer- 
chants, use  force,  and  in  that  case  do  not  allow  them  any  compensation,  and 
give  them  the  draft  for  thirty  thousand  dollars,  at  the  rate  of  five  francs  to  the 
dollar,  leaving  the  premium  of  fifty  centimes  to  be  paid  for  when  the  govern- 
ment has  funds. 

(A  rubric.) 
All  this  goes  officially  by  Mr.  Marin. 

(A  rubric.) 

Saratoga,  October  2,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  10. 

[Translation.] 

Dim  Juan  N,  Almonte,  the  supreme  pravisioneil  chief  of  the  nation,  to  hisJellotO' 

countrymen : 

Mexicans  :  Two  great  events  have  taken  place  yesterday  in  the  environs  of 
this  city.     The  army  of  Juarez,  under  the  command  of  the  demagogue  chiefs, 
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more  celebrated  and  notorious  for  their  crimes  against  society,  presented  itself 
threateningly  with  impudent  arrogance,  haughty  demands,  upon  the  Taliant  and 
honorable  general- in-chief  of  the  French  forces.  The  most  complete  defeat  by 
150  brave  soldiers  of  the  99th  regiment,  under  the  command  of  the  intrepid  and 
valiant  Captain  Detrie,  against  4,000  of  the  celebrated  division  of  Zacatecas, 
has  been  the  answer  which  the  army  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  has  given 
to  the  vandal  hordes  whom  they  believed  was  intimidated.  Zaragoza  has 
stealthily  removed,  and  in  the  night,  his  camp  situated  opposite  to  ours,  with 
haughty  preparations  of  hostility,  and  marches  in  disorder  and  precipitately,  pur- 
sued closely  by  the  national  army,  to  recross  for  the  fourth  time,  and  as  shame- 
fully as  on  the  former  ones,  the  to  him  most  sadly  memorable  heights  of  Acult- 
zingo. 

The  generals  and  liberal  leaders,  Gonzales  Ortega,  the  hero  of  Calpulampam, 
Alatone,  Alcocer,  Pedraza,  Colombres,  and  others,  have  met  with  an  ignoble 
death  in  the  hill  of  Borrego,  and  this  city,  which  was  ftiU  of  confidence  in  the 
valor  and  enthusiasm  of  the  Franco-Mexican  army  which  garrisons  it,  witnessed 
the  struggle,  has  been  able  to  convince  itself  of  the  impotency  of  those  who  in 
their  fiiry  thought  to  give  to  their  troops,  in  the  hope  of  the  sacking  of  the  city, 
the  courage  with  which  the  infamous  cause  which  they  defend  does  not  inspire 
them. 

^  Mexicans !  An  equal  fate  to  that  which  has  befallen  the  so-called  heroic  and 
meritorious  division  of  Zacatecas,  and  which  before  defeated  at  Acultzingo  and 
Barranca  Seco  the  hordes  of  Zaragoza  and  Doblado,  awaits  them  on  as  many 
occasions  as  they  dare  to  expect  the  never-conquered  French  army  and  the  en- 
thusiastic Mexican  army,  for  these  defend  the  cause  of  the  independence  and  of 
the  nationality  of  Mexico,  and  they  that  of  barbarism  and  plunder.  Continue, 
then,  to  confide  in  the  Franco-Mexican  army  and  in  your  countryman, 

JUAN  N.  ALMONTE. 

Saratoga,  October  2,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  11. 
[Tranglation.] 

Mv  Dear  Genbral  :  I  have  heard  with  pleasure  the  brilliant  affair  of  the 
Cumbres,  and  with  mortification  the  failure  of  the  attack  upon  Puebla.  It  is 
the  fate  of  war  to  see  occasional  reverses  obscuring  the  splendor  of  success ; 
but  for  this  do  not  be  discouraged.  The  honor  of  the  country  is  engaged,  and 
you  shall  be  sustained  by  all  the  support  you  may  stand  in  need  of. 

Express  to  the  troops  under  your  orders  my  entire  satisfaction  for  their 
courage  and  their  perseverance  in  supporting  the  fettigues  and  privations.  The 
further  they  are  away  the  more  my  solicitude  rests  upon  them. 

I  approve  of  your  conduct,  although  it  seems  that  it  has  not  been  well  under- 
stood by  all  the  world.  You  have  done  right  in  protecting  General  Almonte, 
he  being  at  war  with  the  actual  government  of  Mexico.  All  those  who  would 
shelter  themselves  under  your  flag  have  the  same  right  to  our  protection.  But 
this  must  not  in  any  way  influence  our  future  policy.  It  is  against  my  interests, 
my  origin,  and  my  principles,  to  impose  any  government  whatever  upon  the 
Mexican  people.  Let  it  be  chosen  with  all  liberty  that  which  may  suit  them 
best.     I  only  demand  sincerity  in  its  foreign  relations,  and  I  desire  but  one 
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prosperity  and 
a  government  stable  and  regular. 


thing,  whicb  is  the  prosperity  and  independence  of  that  beautiful  coontrj  under 
^  government  stable  and  regular. 
With  which  I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  sentiments. 


NAPOLEON. 

Saratoga,  October  2,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  12. 
(Translation.) 

Guanajuato,  September  10,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  read,  in  the  Herald  of  the  29th  of  August  last, 
in  your  published  correspondence  with  the  captain  general  of  Cuba,  (a  correspond- 
ence which  has  been  submitted  to  the  Spanish  congress,)  a  paragraph  dedicated 
entirely  to  myself. 

Did  the  latter  portion  of  the  above-mentioned  paragraph  not  force-  me  to 
address  yon  through  the  press,  I  should  await  some  other  occasion  to  request 
your  explanations.  You  say :  "  General  Uraga,  appointed  general-in-chief  of 
the  army  of  the  east,  is  a  man  of  fifty  and  some  odd  years,  brave  enough,  but 
trifling  and  presumptuous,  false  in  the  extreme,  and,  like  all  Mexicans,  a  liar. 
Nevertheless,  he  is  a  soldier:  he  lost  a  leg  at  the  siege  of  Guadalajara,  and,  as 
he  has  travelled  and  seen  Europe,  he  is  qualified  to  compare  and  to  judge :  he  is 
not  liable  to  mistake,  and  this  he  has  given  me  clearly  to  understand  whilst  at 
my  table  during  the  last  few  days." 

What  did  you  intend  to  express  by  this,  M.  le  Comte  ?  Was  it,  perhaps, 
that  I  believed,  even  for  an  instant,  in  the  subjugation  and  extermination  with 
which  you  threatened  us  continually  1  That  you  ever  found  me  cowardly  or 
weak,  fearful  for  the  fate  of  my  country?  Did  you  hope  to  support  such  an 
assertion  by  the  fact  that,  frank  and  loyal,  I  acknowledged  the  superiority  of 
the  French  army,  the  great  resources  which  England,  France,  and  Spain  could 
bring  to  bear  upon  Mexico,  and  that,  without  presumption,  I  was  of  opinion 
that  we  should  have  much  to  suffer,  and  very  great  sacrifices  to  make,  in  order 
to  defend  ourselves  with  success?  Have  I  not  always  expressed  in  your  pres- 
ence that,  in  my  opinion,  the  intervention  would  never  triumph,  especially  if 
it  should  unite  with  the  reactionists,  and  that  it  would  never  rule  the  republic  ? 
When  I  referred  to  the  valor  and  power  of  the  nations  which  were  assailing  us — 
when  I  said  to  you  with  candor,  and  without  exaggeration  or  presumption,  that 
we  should  be  a  thousand  times  defeated,  did  I  not  maintain  that  those  nations 
would  never  restore  peace  to  the  country ;  that,  in  spite  of  the  revolution,  no 
amount  of  force  would  ever  wrest  our  independence  from  us,  and  that,  the 
enterprise  proving  unsuccessful,  we  should  ultimately  be  abandoned  to  our  fate  ? 

M.  le  Comte,  there  have  passed  between  us  matters  of  grave  import,  which 
the  frivolity  of  your  expressions,  and  your  unfavorable  and  offensive  qualifications 
of  myself,  authorize  me  partially  to  divulge,  by  proposing  to  you,  if  you  think 
it  fitting,  that  there  remain  between  us  neither  secret  nor  mystery.  It  is  not 
for  the  purpose  of  rendering  insult  for  insult,  M.  de  Saligny,  for  such  is  not  my 
character,  either  as  a  Mexican  or  a  soldier ;  but  you  cannot  be  credited  upon 
your  word,  and  as  we  have  fortunately  had  a  lengthy  correspondence,  and  most 
of  our  conversations  witnesses,  whose  testimony  is  beyond  question,  would  you 
be  willing  to  publish  that  correspondence,  and  nrom  it  appeal  to  those  witnesses  ? 
Do  you  remember  our  last  interview  on  the  25th  of  December  last,  at  Tejeria, 
where,  enjoying  my  hospitality,  because  you  were  in  my  country  and  my 
house,  and  at  my  table,  you  were  wanting  in  that  which  was  due  to  me  as  a 
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friend,  as  a  host,  and  general  of  tbe  Mexican  army?  Do  yon  recollect  that,  in 
the  moat  emphatic  manner,  whilst  reminding  me  that  yon  spoke  as  minister  of 
France,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  you  offered  me  the  marshal's  baton, 
the  title  of  duke,  and  a  very  elevated  position,  if  I  would  consent  to  renounce 
M.  Juarez,  and  take  upon  myself  the  charge  of  inaugurating  a  new  government, 
because  France  would  never  treat  with  the  then  existing  government?  Do 
you  remember  my  answer,  M.  Dubois,  and  my  ill-suppressed  indignation  ? 
Ferhaps  not :  then  I  must  recall  to  your  remembrance  that  M.  Chaille,  captain 
and  commandant  of  the  frigate  La  Foudre,  was  present  at  a  large  portion  of 
our  conversation,  and  that  with  his  soul  of  a  Frenchman  and  soldier's  heart  he 
sided  with  me,  and  manifested  his  displeasure  at  beholding  the  insult  offered 
another  soldier  by  such  proposals.  I  appeal  to  the  cabaUerosidad  and  loyalty 
of  this  brave  soldier,  and  know,  M.  de  Saligny,  that  neither  my  government 
nor  my  friends  have  been  made  cognizant  of  this  fact,  which  a  presumptuous 
man  might  have  made  the  subject  of  a  boast,  a  frivolous  man  might  have  pub- 
lished, but  which  only  a  man  of  honor  could  conceal  and  suffer:  and  be  assured 
that  no  one,  even  in  my  own  country,  in  the  midst  of  its  continual  commotions, 
has  ever  dared  by  bribery  to  tamper  with  my  political  faith.  But,  let  me 
repeat  it,  you  are  in  possession  of  all  my  correspondence,  which  is  written  with 
what  in  your  eyes  is  lightness,  in  mine  loyalty  and  frankness,  the  springs  of 
my  eveiy  action :  publish  that  correspondence  if  you  dare,  whilst  even  in  what 
you  call  my  freedom  from  illusion,  I  shall  await  with  tranquillity  the  judgment 
of  honorable  men. 

In  the  interview  to  which  I  have  just  referred,  do  you  remember  that  you 
threatened  me  with  an  early  invasion  by  the  Spanish  army,  and  the  immediate 
occupation  of  Tejeria  and  San  Juan  by  General  Gassett?  Do  you  recollect  my 
reply?  Have  you  forgotten  the  measures  I  took  in  consequence  of  your 
menaces?  M.  de  Saligny,  in  your  appreciation  of  myself,  as  in  every  judgment 
you  have  formed  of  Mexican  affairs,  you  have  been  mistaken.  You  have  con- 
founded the  moderation  and  politeness  of  a  soldier  in  familiar  intercourse  with 
absence  of  illusion,  and  his  resolution  and  energy  in  war  with  frivolity  and  pre- 
sumption. You  are,  sir,  an  unskilful  diplomatist,  and  have  compromised  in 
Mexico  the  honor  of  your  country,  and  the  reputation  of  her  brave  sons.  Per- 
mit me  to  unfold  to  you  my  judgment,  reserving  to  myself  those  proofs  which 
will  abundantly  exonerate  me  from  the  charge  of  falseness. 

You  have  been  mistaken  in  every  circumstance ;  and  since  you  have  thought 
me  not  liable  to  illusion,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  my  government 
is  still  in  possession  of  many  of  my  despatches,  in  which  I  asserted  that  the 
allied  forces,  such  as  they  were  in  the  month  of  January,  even  should  I  be  four 
times  defeated,  would  not  succeed  in  getting  beyond  the  position  which  I  held. 

When  there  is  question  of  defending  their  independence  and  their  country, 
the  susceptibility  of  Mexicans  is  extreme;  and  I  cannot  leave  unanswered  the 
idea  you  have  advanced  in  asserting  that  I  was  not  liable  to  deceive  myself  as 
to  the  war  of  intervention. 

From  the  very  reason  that  I  have  travelled,  which  you  grant,  and  that  I  am 
not  unacquainted  with  Europe,  I  have  been  enabled,  both  in  your  presence  and 
in  that  of  many  other  Europeans,  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the  means  we  pos- 
sess to  repel  such  an  intervention.  Our  actual  state  of  semi-barbarity,  for  thus 
you  have  characterized  the  condition  of  Mexico,  is  an  advantage  at  the  present 
moment,  for  Mexico  will  be  able  to  support  a  nomad  existence,  without  regret- 
ting the  comforts  of  civilization.  This  have  I  said  to  you,  as  well  ajs  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Wyke,  perhaps  also  to  Admiral  La  Gravi^re,  and  to  the  generals  of 
the  coalition ;  and  I  dare  assert  that  even  the  French  themselves  would  hesitate 
to  ratify  the  gratuitous  estimation  you  have  formed  of  myself. 

It  is  not  easy  to  understand  you,  M.  le  Comte.  Blinded  by  your  passions,  | 
\  misled  by  your  antipathies,  you  are  unable  to  comprehend  what  is  passing/ 
I  around  you.    A  stranger  in  a  camp  of  brave  and  worthy  soldiers,  when  I  bade 


\. 
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adieu  to  my  command  in  the  army  of  the  east,  I  bore  away  w  ^  its 

of  hostile  generals,  which  I  had  gained  by  the  faithful  dischaXj  ^ 

a  Mexican,  as  a  frank  and  loyal  enemy,  a  good  patriot,  and  co  \ 

You  alone,  M.  le  Comte,  who  shall  soon  be  known  and  correc 
your  country  and  your  government,  have  been  capable  of  of 
will,  at  some  ftiture  day,  remind  you  of  this  circumstance,  and  w 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSfi  LOPEZ  URAGA. 
Count  Dubois  de  8 align  y. 

Saratoga,  October  2.  1862. 

A  true  copy.  ROMERO. 

No.  13 

[Translation.] 

PARTIAL  TRANSACTIONS 


Real  dte. 
bursemeots. 


Profits. 


Fini  fromaetioa. 

Jffker  obtaioti  as  commission  and  security  tlie  tbree-fiflii»  of  $3,750,000,  total  of  the 
product  of  $I5,UUO,000  in  bood«,  calculated  at  twenty-five  per  cent,  only  of  tbeir 
— =— I  valae ,, 


$3,950,000 


Jeeker  obtains  the  conyersion  of  the  bonds,  which  should  have  pro- 
duced       f3.750,000 

To  be  deducted  (of  which  menUoD  is  made  aboye) 9,950,000 

LSOO,000 

Which  Jeeker  paid  as  follows :  """ 

Inca$h  . 


618,917 

368,000 

396,750 

106,750 

To  be  deducted 1,490,417 


Id menufactured  clothing... 

InPeza  bonds 

In  orders  upon  the  customs  . 


tra  $554,197  in  bonds  that  he  sold  at  thirty  per  cent  of  their  nominal 
value— ai68,93&~here 168,936 

fnr  the  fifteen  per  cent,  of  security  and  of  commission  upon  $691,300 
io  bondM,  of  which  the  conversion  was  furnished  by  the  public— 
$93,l95-here 93,195 

Jeeker  bought,  or  could  have  bought,  the  $396,750  in  Peza  bonds  at 
four  per  cent  of  their  nominal  value— diflerence    . .   381,673 

Be  bought  orders  upon  the  custom-house  at  fifty  per  cent,  of  their 
nominal  value,  or  at  half  price  here 53,375 

He  realized  a  profit  of  thirty-three  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  the 
account  ol  made-up  clothing 199,666 


$693,970 


817,147 


817,157 


ll^eker  therefore  acquires  the  whole  of  the  emisaion  of  bonds,  thus. . . 

nori  the  three  per  cent,  interest  that  the  government  had  paid  in  an- 

Btiitles  and  half  yearly  at  the  end  of  seven  and  a  half  years 

Re  has  dpposited  for  the  value  of  $15,000,000  in  Peza  bonds,  bought 
«  four  per  cent  of  their  nominal  value  


15,000,000 

1,800,000 

16,800,000 

600,000 


Difl'erence 16,900,000 

Bums  total ,,,  ., 


16,900,000 


1,973,970 


19,967,147 


Total  gains 

Total  of  actual  disbursements 


GENERAL  SUMMART 

$19,967,147  =  101,l.'«,591  francs. 

1,973,970  «      6,684,667     «» 


Netprofit 17,9f3,877  =    94,467,P54 


A  true  c«>py. 

Saratoga,  OtUhn  2,  1862. 
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Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 


Mbxican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

WoMkington,  October  20,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  By  every  steamer  that  arrives  with  letters  from  the  Pacific, 
we  receive  new  proofs  of  the  profound  interest  with  which  the  South  American 
republics  regard  the  events  that  are  taking  place  in  Mexico ;  of  the  sympathy 
which  the  cause  of  that  republic  inspires  in  them — ^a  cause  which  will  probably 
decide  the  fate  of  the  whole  American  continent ;  and  of  the  alarm  which  they 
feel  at  the  unscrupulous  manner  in  which  the  destroyer  of  republics  and  the  dis- 
turber of  the  peace  of  the  world  pretends,  with  a  total  disregard  of  the  rights  of 
the  American  nationalities,  to  carry  out  the  insolent  designs  which  he  has  con- 
ceived in  relation  to  Mexico. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  documents  mentioned  in  the  index 
annexed,  and  which  contain  the  matter  to  which  I  refer.  In  them  you  will  see 
that  the  president  of  the  republic  of  Bolivia  reminds  the  Bolivian  congress,  in 
most  solemn  terms,  "  of  the  suitableness  of  a  general  American  union  for  the 
defence  of  republican  principles  in  such  conflicts  as  those  now  beginning  to  bear 
upon  our  continent;"  and  that  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Peru  assures 
the  Peruvian  congress  that  "  Mexico  is  reserved  to  be  the  object  of  a  flagrant 
humiliation,  the  hardest  in  truth  to  which  a  free  people,  arbiters  of  their  own  lot, 
can  be  subjected;"  and  that  "this  very  extraordinary  event  has  alarmed  all  this 
hemisphere,  and  through  every  section  of  America  preparations  are  made,  in 
view  of  the  danger,  for  defence  against  invasion,  should  a  contest  be  provoked." 

Peru  has  entered  into  a  treaty  of  friendship  and  intimate  union  with  Mexico, 
from  which  most  advantageous  results  are  anticipated  for  both  the  contracting 
countries. 

The  government  of  Chili  has,  for  the  first  time,  sent  a  representative  to  Mex- 
ico, charged  to  watch  the  course  of  events,  and  give  his  moral  support  to  the 
Mexican  government. 

The  republic  of  New  Granada,  on  the  5th  of  July  last,  applied  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  Costa  Rica,  expressing  its  desires  of  co-operating  in  the  realization 
of  a  continental  alliance  to  ward  off  the  common  danger ;  and  the  Costa  Rican 
government,  full  of  the  same  sentiments,  proposed  that,  on  the  first  of  January 
of  next  year,  there  should  assemble  in  the  city  of  Panama  a  congress  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  American  powers,  to  fix  the  basis  of  the  alliance  which  should 
unite  them. 

If  we  pass  from  the  official  declarations  of  the  American  governments  to  the 
spontaneous  manifestations  of  the  people  of  this  continent,  we  remark  a  still 
greater  alarm,  that  seeks  not  to  shirK  the  danger,  and  a  more  energetic  tone  of 
expression  against  the  French  government.  The  Chilian  society,  known  as  the 
"American  Union  of  Valparaiso,"  faithfully  expressing  the  sentiments  of  the 
whole  American  people,  sent  to  General  Zartigoza  the  letter  of  congratulation, 
of  which  I  transmit  a  copy,  for  the  victory  obtained  on  the  5th  of  May,  1862. 

The  society  in  Lima,  called  the  "  Society  of  the  Founders  of  the  Independence 
of  Peru,"  wrote  to  the  president  of  the  Mexican  republic  and  to  General  Zara- 
goza  the  letters,  of  which  I  transmit  copies  herewith,  congratulating  them  for 
the  victory  above  referred  to. 

The  citizens  of  the  South  American  republics  have  agreed  to  present  a  sword 
of  honor  to  the  same  general,  as  a  proof  of  the  gratification  with  which  they  re- 
garded the  repulse  of  the  French  troops  before  Puebla  by  the  Mexican  army, 
under  the  command  of  that  general,  in  the  above-mentioned  battle. 

The  more  imminent  the  danger  becomes,  the  more  numerous,  also,  will  be  the 
demonstrations  of  the  countries  threatened ;  and  France  will  know,  though  too 
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late,  that  its  intereste  on  this  continent  have  suffered  much  on  accuont  of  its 
aggressive  conduct  in  Mexico. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  ^.,  Spc. 


[Translation  ] 

MEXICAN  LEGATION  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

Imdex  to  the  documents  which  this  legation  to-day  transmits  to  the  Department 
of  State  of  the  United  States^  annexed  to  its  note  of  this  date. 


No. 

Date. 

From  whom  and  to  whom. 

Contents. 

1862 

Aug. 

6 

The  president  of  Boliyia  to  the 
Bolivian  congress. 

Message  addressed  to  the  first  consti- 
tutional assembly  of  Bolivia 

June 

5 

Mr.  Ancizar  to  the  governments 
of  Chili,  Peru,  Bolivia,  Ecua- 
dor,   Venesuela,   and  Central 
America. 

Accompanying  the  bases  according  to 
which  the  United  States  of  Colom- 
bia propose  the  assembling  of  an 
American  continental  congress. 

Aug 

13 

Mr.  IglesiastoMr.  Ancimr 

Lays  down  the  views  of  the  Costa 
Rican  government  about  the  as- 
sembling of  the  American  congress. 

Ang. 

14 

Mr.  Igletias  to  Mr.  Fuente 

Encloses  a  copy  of  the  preceding  com- 
munication, and  invites  Mexico  to 
send  its  representatives  to  the  con- 
gress of  plenipotentiaries. 

Aug. 

26 

Mr.  BIbeyro  to  the  Peruvian  con- 
gress. 

Report  of  the  Peruvian  minister  of 
foreign  afiGurs  to  the  Peruvian  con- 
gress of  1862. 

Aug. 

29 

The  American  Union  of  Valpa- 
raiso to  Qeneral  Zaragoza. 

Congratulation  to  General  Z<iragoza 
for  his  victory  against  the  French  at 
Puebla  on  the  6th  of  May,  1862. 

July 

6 

The  Society  of  Founders  of  the 
Peruvian  Independency  to  the 
president  of  Mexico. 

Congratulation  for  the  same  victory. 

8 

July 

5 

The  same  society  to  General  Za 

Congratulation  for  the  same  victory. 

ragoza 

Washdigtoh,  Odobsr  20,  1862. 


ROMERO. 


No.  1. 

(Translation.) 

Sucre,  Agosto  6  de  1862. 

Extracts  from  the  message  which  the  provisional  president  of  the  republic  of 
Bolivia^  Don  Jose  Maria  de  Achdt  addressed  on  the  6th  of  August y  1862,  to 
the  first  constitutional  assembly  which  met  in  the  city  of  Sucre,  the  capital  of 
the  republic. 
Honorable  Deputies:  ••••••• 

If  our  foreign  aflfairs  are  not  absolutely  satisfactory,  we  may  congratulate  our- 
selves that  their  aspect  is  generally  favorable. 
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The  reincorporation  of  Saint  Domingo  to  Spain,  and  the  triple  armed  coalition 
which  has  sent  an  expedition  against  Mexico  to  support  the  designs  of  the  gov- 
ernments of  England,  France,  and  Spain,  have  excited  the  just  apprehensions 
of  the  cabinet  of  Lima,  with  the  view  of  calling  the  attention  of  America  to  the 
pretensions  threatening  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  her  states,  and  to 
this  effect  an  invitation  has  has  been  tendered  by  that  government  for  a  conti- 
nental league.  The  government  of  Bolivia,  animated  by  the  same  sentiments, 
has  duly  responded  to  such  an  honorable  warning.  Do  not  forget,  gentlemen, 
the  propriety  of  an  American  union  for  the  defence  of  the  republican  principle 
in  conflicts  such  as  those  which  you  see  about  to  arise  throughout  our  continent. 
•  ••••••••• 

JOS£  MARIA  DE  ACHA. 

Washington,  October  20,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO, 


No.  2. 
[TranslatioD.] 

Bogota,  June  5,  1852. 

The  continental  treaty  initiated  by  Peru  in  Santiago  de  Chile,  and  to  which 
nearly  all  the  South  American  republics  have  acceded,  creates  the  belief  that  in 
a  very  shorty  time  the  meeting  of  the  plenipotentiaries  to  form  an  international 
republican  congress  will  take  place,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  bases  for  the 
security,  the  independence,  and  the  welfare  of  our  republics,  and  of  enacting  for 
their  mutual  relations  a  body  of  doctrines  which  will  constitute  a  moral,  not 
political,  alliance  of  these  nations,  identified  as  they  are  in  interests  and  in  hopes. 

Although  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  through  objec- 
tions of  mere  form,  has  abstained  from  giving  its  approval  to  the  continental 
treaty,  it  intends  to  send  a  plenipotentiary  to  the  congress  as  soon  as  the  signers 
of  the  treaty  shall  appoint  a  time  and  place  for  the  meeting,  according  to  article 
20.  The  government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  will  carry  to  that  con- 
gress the  same  intentions  and  doctrines  of  the  other  South  American  govern- 
ments, as  is  proved  by  the  declaration  of  principles  which  it  is  disposed  to  sign, 
and  expressed  in  the  annexed  "stipulations ;"  and  believing  that  the  day  for  the 
meeting  is  not  far  distant,  it  takes  pleasure  in  offering  every  facility  for  the  in- 
stallation of  the  congress  in  the  city  of  Panama,  should  the  governments  taking 
the  initiative  accept  this  offer,  tending  to  facilitate  the  meeting  of  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries. 

Having  so  expressed  the  natural  acquiescence  of  the  government  of  the 
undersigned  to  the  project  in  contemplation,  the  president  thinks  that  he  would 
be  wanting  in  the  sincerity  with  which  a  matter  of  so  grave  and  common  inter- 
est should  be  treated,  did  he  not  renew  the  indication  made  on  a  former  occasion 
to  the  South  American  governments,  when  they  had  in  view  the  same  object 
which  now  calls  their  attention,  to  wit:  that  the  easiest  and  most  effectual 
manner  to  obtain  the  desired  meeting  of  a  republican  international  congress 
would  be  the  appointment  by  each  of  our  republics  of  a  plenipotentiary  near  the 
government  of  the  United  States  of  America ;  and  under  the  shadow  of  its  great 
authority,  and  with  the  decisive  support  of  its  concurrence,  to  meet  in  congress, 
without  difficulties,  and  without  efforts  under  certain  respects  contra producenienh 
and  with  all  the  naturalness  of  an  act  well  premeditated. 

International  customs,  in  accoijdance  with  reason,  have  established  that 
deference  is  due  to  nations  superior  in  power  and  antiquity,  and  that  it  ia  around 
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them  that  others  congregate  when  they  go  to  decide  upon  matters  of  interest  to 
all.  To  invert  this  order  of  thuigs  is  to  venture,  if  not  to  frustrate,  the  success 
of  what  is  attempted.  If  the  American  government  was  left  out  of  the  congress, 
their  decisions  would  lack  all  the  aijthorit j  thej  should  have  in  Europe.  If  it 
is  called  only  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  it  may  be  present  as  a  mere  witness  of  the 
transactions,  appearing  as  if  the  invitation  is  not  accepted,  which  will  be  worse 
than  not  being  present  at  all.  The  concurrence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
is  an  essential  condition  of  the  efficacity  for  the  authority  of  that  congress. 

With  this  intimate  and  solid  persuasion,  the  president  has  thought  proper  to ' 
order  the  undersigned  to  conmiunicate  to  your  excellency  these  ideas,  requesting 
the  government  of  the  to  take  them  into  consideration,  and  to 

give  them  the  value  which  its  wisdom  may  concede  to  them,  in  regard  to  the 
success  of  the  grave  project  proposed. 

Your  excellency  will  please  accept  the  security  of  perfect  consideration  with 
which  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ANCIZAR. 


[Annexed  document.] 


Stipulations  tchich  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  would  suh^ 
scribe  as  an  American  international  doctrine, 

1.  The  citizens  of  the  American  republics  shall  enjoy  the  plenitude  of  the 
rights  of  internal  citizenship  in  any  of  the  republics  wherein  they  reside.  Made 
equal  in  the  personal  rights,  they  shall  also  be  equal  in  the  real  rights,  without 
exceptions  or  restrictions  of  any  kind.  The  equality  of  rights  necessarily  im- 
plies the  equality  in  obligations. 

2.  The  official  and  private  correspondence,  prepaid  in  the  offices  where  it  is 
mailed,  shall  be  transported  and  delivered  without  any  additional  charge  by 
the  postal  service  of  the  other  republics.  Newspapers,  pamphlets ^  books,  and 
any  other  printed  matter  shall  enjoy  absolute  exemption  of  postage  charges  in 
aU  the  republics. 

3.  Any  act,  or  public  and  private  document  of  a  civil  nature,  establishing 
rights  or  imposing  obligations,  or  cancelling  rights  or  obligations  pre-existing, 
shall  be  attainable  in  all  the  republics  in  accordance  with  their  peculiar  laws  of 
judicial  proceedings ;  the  substantive  part  of  said  documents  shall  be  considered 
perfect  and  indisputable. 

4.  Criminals  convicted  of  murder,  poisoning,  qualified  robbery,  forgery,  and 
swindling,  shall  not  receive  refuge  in  any  of  the  republics.  Consequently  their 
extradition,  when  asked  for  with  proper  proofs,  and,  with  the  promise  of  not 
inflicting  capital  punishment,  shall  oe  granted.  Asylum  for  political  causes  is 
a  perfect  right  granted  to  all.  The  refogees  shall  never  be  subjected  to  extra- 
dition, but  they  shall  be  subject  to  expidsion  or  confinement  to  certain  places, 
if  it  is  proved  that  from  the  place  of  asylum  they  break  the  peace  positively 
and  in  a  direct  manner. 

5.  The  presentation  of  an  authentic  professional  title,  issued  by  scientific 
corporations  of  one  of  the  republics,  shall  qualify  the  holder  thereof  to  exercise 
his  profession  in  any  of  the  other  republics,  the  proof  of  his  identity  being 
only  required. 

6.  In  the  commerce  between  the  republics  a  uniform  tariff  of  duties  shall 
exist,  and  a  perfect  equality  of  flags.  This  stipulation  does  not  prevent,  how- 
ever, the  republics  which  judge  convenient  to  do  so,  to  contract  with  one  or 
more  the  absolute  liberty  of  their  reciprocal  commerce.  The  moneys,  weights, 
and  measures  shall  be  uniform,  and  of  the  decimal  system. 


334  PRESENT   CONDITION  OP    MEXICO. 

7.  In  maritime  rigbt  the  American  republics  establiBh  as  indisputable  and 
positive  the  following  principles  : 

1.  Perpetual  abolition  of  privateering. 

2.  A  neutral  flag  renders  free  the  merchandise  of  the  enemy,  except  contra- 
band of  war. 

3.  Neutral  merchandise  on  board  enemies'  vessels  is  free,  except  contraband 
of  war. 

4.  As  contraband  of  war,  besides  the  articles  qualified  as  such,  are  considered 
the  commissioners  of  any  kind  sent  by  a  belligerent,  and  the  papers  carried  by 
them. 

5.  The  merchandise  belonging  to  citizens  of  one  of  the  belligerents,  on  board 
of  their  own  vessels  and  on  the  high  seas,  shall  not  be  seized  by  the  men-of- 
war  of  the  other  belligerent,  except  contraband  of  war. 

6.  The  blockade  to  be  obligatory  must  be  effective ;  that  is,  maintained  by 
naval  forces  which  really  prevent  access  to  the  blockaded  port. 

7.  The  closing  of  a  port,  decreed  and  proclaimed  by  the  sovereign,  renders 
illegal  the  trade  through  that  port. 

8.  The  American  republics  do  not  recognize  public  character,  nor  any  immu- 
nity, except  to  the  functionaries  comprised  in  the  four  classes  of  diplomatic 
ministers  determined  by  the  congress  of  Aix  la  Chapelle.  The  consuls-general, 
particular  consuls,  and  other  employes  of  this  kind  are  only  commercial  agents, 
without  any  real  or  personal  privilege,  distinguishing  them  from  the  rest  of  the 
people. 

9.  The  American  republics  declare  that  their  territories  are  inviolable,  and 
mutually  guarantee  the  integrity  of  said  territories,  clearly  bounded.  They 
engage  not  to  transfer  nor  cede  any  part  whatever  of  said  territories  to  powers 
not  American,  and  not  to  permit  that  these  should  found  independent  colonies 
or  settlements,  or  exercise  any  protectorate  whatever. 

10.  The  American  republics  agree  to  accept  the  mediation  of  any  of  them  in 
all  international  American  questions ;  and  if  the  mediation  should  not  produce 
a  peaceful  settlement,  they  oblige  themselves  to  submit  the  question  to  the  arbi- 
tration of  the  other  republics  not  interested,  agreeing  to  what  they  decide,  and 
renouncing,  in  this  case,  to  all  recourse  to  arms. 

Washington,  October  20, 1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  3. 
[Translation.] 

No.  22.]  Republic  of  Costa  Rica, 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations, 

National  Palace,  San  Jose^  August  13,  1862. 
Sir:  During  the  discussion  in  this  republic  of  certain  matters  of  common 
interest  to  the  various  peoples,  linked  as  brothers,  who  inhabit  this  continent, 
and  when  the  Peruvian  government  had  accredited  near  those  of  Central  America 
a  chargd  d'affaires,  charged  with  the  special  duty  of  bringing  about  a  conti- 
nental league,  there  reached  this  department  the  esteemed  communication  of 
your  excellency,  dated  in  Bogota,  the  5th  of  June  last,  in  which,  after  alluding 
to  the  compact  initiated  by  Peru  in  Santiago  de  Chile,  and  the  probable  meeting 
of  a  congress  of  plenipotentiaries,  your  excellency  set  forth  the  patriotic  senti- 
ments which  animated  your  government  in  aiding  towards  the  realization  of 
that  moral  alliance  between  our  republics,  which  can  alone  give  them  force,  in- 
dependence, consideration,  and  stability  in  their  institutions. 
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Your  excellency  tben  explained  the  doctrines  and  principles  which  your  goY- 
emment  would  sustain  in  tne  congress,  referring  to  certain  bases  of  which  you 
adjoined  a  copy,  and  terminated  manifesting  loyally  and  frankly  your  ideas 
with  reference  to  the  influence  and  participation  which,  in  these  important 
aff&irs,  should  pertain  to  the  Anglo-American  nation. 

The  president  of  the  republic,  to  whom  I  have  given  account  of  these  docu- 
ments, is  interested  in  the  most  lively  manner  in  everything  that  tends  to  realize 
an  idea  of  such  transcendental  importance  to  all  Americans,  for  if  the  larger 
fractions  of  the  continent  occupy  themselves  with  regard  to  their  stability  and 
independence,  and  search  in  the  future  for  an  alliance  which  shall  unite  them 
and  fortify  them,  with  how  much  more  reason  should  the  small  sections  of  Cen- 
tral America,  as  Costa  Rica,  give  the  subject  attention,  when  they  have  already 
seen  their  independence  threatened  and  their  territory  invaded  by  masses  of 
foreigners  thirsty  for  blood  and  pillage.  This  government,  therefore,  far  from 
looking  with  indifference  upon  an  affair  of  so  vital  interest,  is  disposed  at  once 
to  onite  in  aiding  towards  the  realization  of  the  grand  idea  which  to-day  ani- 
mates the  greater  part  of  the  governments  of  this  continent.        ^ 

The  grave  questions  which  are  now  pending  in  America  offer  a  sure  oppor- 
tunity to  effect  the  project  of  an  American  union ;  and  to  place  ourselves  in  ac- 
cord with  reference  to  the  means  of  attaining  this  end,  my  government  believes 
that  the  most  sure  and  expeditious  manner  will  be  a  meeting  of  plenipotentia- 
ries whose  primal  object  should  be  the  formation  of  this  so-much-desired  com- 
pact. By  any  other  means  it  would  be  difficult  to  arrive  at  a  prompt  solution 
between  countries  so  distant.  While  a  meeting  of  plenipotentiaries  could  take 
place  on  a  certain  day  and  at  a  ^iven  point,  the  adoption  of  any  convention 
whatever,  however  complete  it  might  be,  would  necessarily  require  transmission 
from  it  to  the  other  governments  interested,  a  multitude  of  extraordinary  mis- 
sions, repeated  conferences,  approbations,  ratifications,  and  exchanges;  indis- 
pensible  measures  which  would  prolong  indefinitely  the  termination  of  the  ne- 
gotiation, would  cause  great  expense,  and  would,  perhaps,  frustrate  once  more 
the  realization  of  an  idea  which  for  more  than  forty  years  has  been  sought  to 
be  accomplished. 

No  place  upon  the  continent  offers  so  many  advantages  for  the  meeting  of  the 
proposed  congress  as  the  Isthmus  of  Panama ;  as,  aside  from  other  considera- 
tions, its  central  situation,  and  its  beuig  the  conversing  point  of  the  various  lines 
of  steamers  established  on  our  coasts,  cause  it  to  be  the  most  convenient  point 
of  meeting. 

With  reference  to  the  participation  which  should  be  taken  by  the  United 
States  of  North  America  in  this  affair,  my  government  believes  that  if  conti- 
nental interests  in  their  most  narrow  acceptation  even,  are  to  be  treated  of — if  it 
is  only  to  prevent  the  perils  which,  from  the  direction  of  Europe,  may  threaten 
UB,  this  participation  and  common  action  would  be  indispensable ;  but  for  our 
email  and  feeble  nationalities,  for  our  race  now  dimiiiished,  for  our  societies  and 
institutions  only  partially  consolidated,  there  are  other  perils  on  this  continent 
against  which  it  is  necessary  also  to  take  precautions.  Men,  moderate,  just, 
and  honest,  such  as  form  the  Lincoln  administration,  have  not  always  ruled  the 
destinies  of  the  great  republic ;  there  are  there  parties  whose  doctrines  would 
be  fatal  for  our  poorly  established  nationalities,  and  we  should  not  forset  the 
lessons  of  the  past,  nor  that  it  was  to  European  intervention,  although  very 
tardy,  that  Central  America  was  indebted  for  a  term  being  put  to  the  vandal  ex- 
peditions of  the  fillibusters  in  the  years  1855  to  1860. 

Viewing  the  question  under  another  aspect,  and  if  our  republics  could  have  a 
guarantee  that  they  should  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  it  is  unquestionable  that  no  other  nation  would  be  destined  to  be  more 
useful  and  favorable  to  us,  and  that  under  the  shelter  of  its  power^l  eagles, 
under  the  influence  of  its  wise  institutions,  and  stimulated  by  its  astonishing 
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progress,  our  young  nationalities  would  receive  the  impulse  they  lack,  and  wouli 
march  on  with  secure  steps,  without  the  anxieties  and  disturbances  which  ha 
heretofore  retarded  them  and  agitated  them. 

My  government  does  not  forget  how  very  grave  and  delicate  is  this  affair,  n( 
can  it  fail  to  recopjnize  the  weight  of  the  considerations  set  forth  by  your  excel* 
lency,  summed  up  in  the  following  reflections  :  "  That  if  the  government  of  Nordf 
America  should  remain  out  of  the  congress,  the  decisions  of  this  latter  woul# 
fail  of  having  all  of  that  authority  which  they  should  have  before  Europe ;  an^ 
if  it  is  called  in  the  class  of  an  invited  power,  it  would  assist  as  a  simple  wit- 
ness of  what  was  done,  and  it  appearing  as  if  it  did  not  accept  it,  which  would' 
be  worse  than  if  it  had  not  been  present." 

In  view  of  what  has  been  set  forth,  therefore,  and  to  obviate  all  difficulty, 
conciliating  at  the  same  time  all  the  common  interests,  the  idea  has  occurred  to 
my  government  of  promoting  a  new  compact,  by  which  the  United  States  of 
North  America  should  contract  the  solemn  obligation  to  respect  and  to  cause  to 
be  respected  the  independence,  sovereignty,  and  territorial  integrity  of  its  sister 
republics  of  this  continent ,  of  not  annexing,  neither  by  purchase  nor  under  aoj 
other  title,  any  part  whatever  of  their  territories;  of  not  permitting  fillibuster 
expeditions,  and  of  not  assailing  in  any  manner  the  rights  of  these  communities. 
Our  republics,  sustained  by  a  treaty  of  this  character,  would  admit  with  entire 
confidence  and  without  fears  as  regards  the  future  an  intimate  alliance  with  the 
North  American  people ;  they  would  feel,  with  this  security,  a  new  force  and" 
vigor ;  an  end  would  be  put  to  the  fears  and  jealousies  which  have  so  justly  af- 
fected our  race,  and  with  firm  step  all  of  them  would  march  towards  that  unity 
of  institutions  and  of  interests  which  would  change  the  face  of  the  nations  of 
America,  and  at  the  proper  time  would  be  the  most  secure  foundation  of  a  grand, 
continental  alliance. 

If  these  views  merit  the  approbations  of  your  enlightened  government,  your 
excellency  will  be  pleased  to  urge  them  upon  your  neighboring  republics,  that 
they  may  accredit  their  plenipotentiaries  for  the  1st  of  January  next  at  the  city 
of  Panama.  For  our  part,  we  have  communicated  these  ideas  to  the  chai^ge 
d'affaires  of  Peru,  now  present  in  this  capital,  and  shall  transmit  them  to  the 
governments  of  Central  America,  whom,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  will  be  found 
animated  by  the  best  sentiments,  and  will  contribute  to  the  realization  of  all  that 
tends  towards  the  common  security  and  well  being. 

With  this  motive,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  subscribing  myself  your  excel- 
lency's most  attentive  and  obedient  servant, 

FRANCISCO  M.  IGLESIA8. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

of  the  United  States  of  Colombia, 

Washington,  October  20,  1862. 
True  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  4. 

[Translation.] 

DEPARTMENT   OF   FOREIGN    AFFAIRS — REPUBLIC   OP   COSTA    RICA. 

No.  22.]  National  Palace, 

Ban  Jose,  August  14,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  initiative  taken  by  the  government  of  Peru  for  the  formation  of  an 
American  continental  alliance  has  been  well  received  and  seconded  by  various 
republics,  and  in  this  one  particularly  haa  met  with  special  fiivor 
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The  government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  has,  likewise,  invited  that 

ki^  Costa  Rica  to  co-operate  in  the  realization  of  an  enterprise  so  worthy  in 

levery  respect  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  American  governments.     With 

ir.  ilAese  motives,  and  desirous  of  facilitating  as  much  as  possible  the  attainment 

ex^^f  so  desirable  an  object,  my  government  has  proposed  to  those  of  Peru  and 

N  H^e  United  States  of  Colombia  the  assembling  of  an  international  American 

rn^Bongress  to  form  such^a  union,  and  has  frankly  manifested  its  ideas  as  to  what 

;  ^^lihoald  be  the  part  taken  in  such  a  treaty  by  the  Anglo-American  republic. 

?  Ti      My  government  trusts  that  all  the  nations  of  this  continent  feel  a   deep 

r  -^interest  in  this  affair,  cmd  that  whatever  tends  to  its  realization  will  be  regarded 

'with  favor  and  good  will.     A  copy  will  be  transmitted  to  your  excellency  of 

-  -  the  commimication  prepared  by  the  cabinet  of  Bogota,  in  which  are  briefly  laid 

M  I  down  the  opinions  entertained  by  that  admi|ii8tration  on  the  formation  of  a 

r^  t  continental  compact. 

.-*  t  Be  pleased,  sir,  to  lay  the  document  before  his  excellency  the  president  of  the^ 
republic,  and  receive  the  assurance  of  the  high  esteem  with  which  I  subscribe 
myself  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

FRANCISCO  M.  IGLE8IAS. 
His  Excellency  the  Minister  op  Foreign  Affairs 

of  the  government  of  the  Mexican  Republic. 
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Washington,  October  20,  1863. 
A  troe  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  5. 


.'::i  Extract  Jrom  the  report  presented  by  the  Peruvian  minister  qf  foreign  relations 

r  :  ^  to  the  national  congress  of  1862. 

b    * 

^"^  [TraDslatioD.] 

A  ^  The  situation  of  Mexico  has  naturally  attracted  the  attention  of  the  civilized 
I  World,  as  much  by  the  sufferings  which  that  unfortunate  republic  undergoes  as 
e^^j  by  the  influence  which  foreign  intervention  attempts  to  exerciBe  in  the  destinies 
of  the  continent. 

Peru  could  not  be  indifferent  to  the  fate  of  a  nation  with  which  she  is  living 
b  harmony,  and  with  which  she  has  more  than  one  point  in  common;  and  she 
accredited  a  charge  d'affsures  to  the  Mexican  government  in  order  that  he  should 
indorse  the  cordial  sentiments  of  ours ;  that  he  should  witness  the  details  of 
the  armed  invasion  upon  the  very  theatre  where,  in  an  evil  hour,  it  is  being 
enacted;  and  that  he  should  weigh  all  the  events  that  would  develop  them- 
selves, so  as  to  know  what  Spanish  America  has  to  expect  of  the  present 
£uropean  policy. 

France,  as  is  seen,  has  taken  upon  herself  the  responsibility  of  the  interven- 
tion by  rejecting  a  solemn  treaty,  and  joining,  perhaps  without  knowing  it,  a 
party  already  famous  by  its  ideas  of  monarchy  and  ignorance,  (oscurantismo.) 
She  displavs  her  banners  with  all  the  pomp  of  war  on  the  territory  of  a  nation, 
with  all  the  formalities  of  power  that  its  enemy  does,  which  desires  the  just 
arrangement  of  its  difficulties,  and  which  in  nothing  hinders  the  interests  or 
lessens  the  respectability  and  name  of  the  French  nation. 

To  judge  by  the  revelations  of  the  press,  and  by  the  plots,  almost  public, 
formed  in  the  old  continent,  Mexico  is  destined  to  be  the  object  of  the  most 
flagrant  humiliation — the  most  cruel,  in  faucU  which  can  be  inflicted  on  a  people 
H.  Ex.  Doc«  54 ^22 
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which  is  master  of  its  &te.    This  extraordinary  event  has  alarmed  all  this  hemi- 
sphere, and  there  is  no  American  portion  of  the  continent  which,  aware  of  the 
danger,  does  not  prepare  itself  for  the  defence  and  for  the  straggle  if  it  were 
offended  or  attacked.     Happily  the  Mexican  question  will  have  an  immediate 
solution  in  the  favorable  sense  of  its  being,  because  a  crisis  will  come  from 
Europe  itself  which  will  put  an  end  to  the  greatest  scandal  of  our  times.    We 
ought  also  to  promise  ourselves  much  from  the  magnanimous  French  govern- 
ment, which  at  last  will  do  justice  to  an  unoffenmng,  weak,  but  illustrious 
people.       ••••••••• 

JUAN  ANTONIO  RIBEYRO. 

Lima,  August  26,  1862. 

*  Washington,  October  20,  1862. 

A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  6. 
[Translation.] 

"  American  Union  op  Valparaiso," 

AuguH  29,  1862. 

Obneral  :  The  nations  of  America  fpUow  with  the  liveliest  interest  all  the 
aspects  of  the  strife  in  which  you  are  engaged  with  the  soldiers  of  Napoleon 
III,  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  send  you  their  most  fervent  wishes  for  the 
happy  success  of  that  war.  And  at  this  moment  we  have  the  great  satisfaction 
of  sending  you  the  vows  of  tiie  people  of  Chili,  who,  en  masses  have  rejoiced  at 
your  last  triumphs,  and  congratulated  themselves  at  seeing  the  high  and  noble 
stand  which  you  have  taken. 

The  cause  which  you  defend,  general,  with  that  handful  of  brave  Mexicans, 
is  the  cause  of  America ;  it  is  the  cause  of  its  dignity,  of  its  liberties,  and  of 
its  independence ;  it  is  the  cause  of  its  future,  and,  as  such,  all  nations  protested 
against  the  bad  faith  of  the  French  government  as  soon  as  the  cannon  of  the 
invader  was  heard  on  the  shores  of  Mexico. 

The  interests  of  the  American  republics  are  so  linked  together — ^they  form  a 
chain  so  perfectly  linked  together — ^that  it  is  impossible  to  attack  them  at  one 
point  without  injuring  all ;  and  so  the  war  which  you  are  carrying  on  is  the 
greater  and  the  more  honorable,  the  more  the  well-understood  rights  of  one 
whole  continent  depend  upon  its  issue. 

England  and  Spain,  which,  with  France,  had  arrived  at  the  ports  of  the 
Mexican  republic  to  demand  satisfaction  for  injuries  received,  and  reparation  of 
insults,  gave  their  sails  to  the  wind  as  soon  as  they  suspected  the  plans  of  the 
French  government,  leaving  to  that  government  an  immense  responsibility  for 
the  events  that  were  dawning  in  the  political  horizon.  The  noble  General  Prim, 
general-in-chief  of  the  Spanish  troops,  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  before  the 
world  that  he  had  not  gone  to  Mexico  to  attack  the  liberty  and  independence 
of  one  nation,  but  through  sympathy  with  the  interests  of  humanity,  and  to 
settle  the  affairs  yet  pending  between  that  republic  and  Spain.  Respecting, 
therefore,  the  sovereign  will  of  the  people  of  Mexico,  he  proceeded  with  his 
duties  until  the  French  troops,  beginning  hostilities  in  the  most  unjustifiable 
and  unheard  of  manner,  compelled  their  allies  to  adopt  the  rule  of  conduct  that 
honor  recommends  to  civilized  nations. 

From  that  moment  began  the  martyrdom,  the  heroic  strife  of  the  Mexican 
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people;  and  since  then,  general,  the  nations  of  America  began  to  weave  the 
immortal  crowns  that  will  adorn  yonr  brow  and  that  of  your  comrades — crowns 
that  the  misfortunes  of  the  present  will  not  wither,  but  that  will  be  fresh  and 
beautiinl  in  after  time. 

The  proud  eagle  of  the  Gsesars  has  been  humbled  at  Puebla  and  Orizaba,  and 
the  honor  of  having  obtained  so  glorious  a  triumph  belong  to  vou.  God,  no 
doubt,  favors  the  cause  of  nations,  and  as  before  the  independence  of  these 
repablics  was  a  fact,  so  the  Americans  expect  that  Mexico  and  her  brave  sons 
inUl  be  able  to  give  once  more  to  the  world  proofis  that  they  sacrifice  everything 
for  liberty  and  independence. 

We  do  not  conceal  from  our  brethren  of  the  continent  that  the  struggle  is  an 
unequal  one;  that  a  mighty  power  is  invading  you,  and  that  many  bloody 
sacrifices  await  you.  But  this  only  will  render  your  triumphs  more  meritorious 
and  splendid ;  and  if  you  are  conquered,  yours  will  be  the  honor  and  glory, 
but  shame  and  reproach  will  be  the  portion  of  your  invaders. 

It  is  not  the  might  of  the  powerful,  the  influence  of  the  arms  of  the  stronger, 
that  renders  a  cause  just  The  mighty  one  of  France  who  tramples  under  foot 
the  law  of  nations— conquering  the  weak,  and  shedding  Americanblood  to  realize 
his  dreams  of  ambition — ^may  prevail,  thanks  to  his  boundless  resources  and  the 
number  of  his  legions.  But  that  triumph  would  last  but  a  moment ;  for  Europe, 
and  the  French  people  itself,  so  ardent  a  friend  of  liberty  in  days  gone  by, 
would  re-establish  equity  and  harmony  by  reinstating  the  degraded  law  and 
justice  so  basely  betrayed. 

In  the  mean  while  go  on,  general,  in  the  honorable  contest,  and  let  its  end 
be  crowned  with  the  most  splendid  victory,  or  with  the  last  breath  of  the 
patriotic  defenders  of  their  country. 

Themistodes,  conquering  at  Salamis,  and  Leonidas,  dying  at  Thermopylse, 
left  to  the  generals  wno  fight  in  a  good  cause  a  most  worthy  example.  If  you 
are  unfortunate  in  the  war,  let  the  people  of  America  say :  Mexico  has  perished, 
but  she  performed  heroically,  faithfully  her  duty. 

While  we  send  you,  general,  our  sincere  wishes  for  your  success,  we  beseech 
Grod  to  bless  the  arms  of  the  brave  defenders  of  their  country. 

liOMAN  N.  DEHESA,   President. 
JOSfi  N.  TORRES,  Secretary. 

The  Mexican  General  Zaragoza, 

Washington,  October  20, 1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  7. 

[Translation.] 

Lima,  July  6,  1862. 

ExcKLLENCV :  Peru,  the  first  to  give  the  cry  of  alarm  when  foreign  nations 
attempted  to  invade  the  Mexican  territory  wiQi  the  base  end  of  violating  its 
sovereignty — Peru,  which  has  its  eyes  fixed  on  the  drama  which  is  being  en- 
acted on  that  soil — has  felt  immense  and  noble  joy  at  witnessing  that  the  heroic 
and  intrepid  conduct  of  the  faithful  warriors  of  Mexico  has  received  the  im- 
mortal reward  of  victory  on  the  fields  of  Acultzingo  and  Puebla. 

But  if  such  signal  deeds — the  pride  of  Spanish  America  and  the  bright  orna- 
ments on  the  pages  of  its  future  history — are  worthy  of  so  much  admiradon, 
your  firm  policy,  the  elevation  of  sentiments  which  you  have  shown  while  zeal- 
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onely  laboring  for  the  consolidation  of  democratic  institutions,  deserve  no  less 
praise.  Owing  to  your  tact,  the  conanered  traitors  flee  covered  with  shame,  and 
the  invaders  forfeit  their  cherished  laurels,  acquired  in  many  a  more  glorious 
cause.  Great  without  measure  is  their  punishment — an  eloquent  lesson  to  the 
enemies  of  justice,  of  liberty,  and  right. 

And  since  the  hand  of  Providence  has  placed  you  in  the  enviable  post  of 
chief  of  a  republic  as  magnanimous  as  it  is  brave,  as  friendly  to  independence  as 
to  progress;  since  you  have  proved  yourself  equal  to  the  task  of  exalting  and 
defending  your  country  by  cementing  its  liberal  institutions,  be,  most  honored 
sir,  its  faithful  interpreter  of  the  sympathies  and  gratitude  of  all  Americans,  es- 
pecially of  those  who,  like  the  members  who  formed  this  well-deserving  society 
of  ''Founders  of  Peruvian  Independence,"  have  shed  their  blood  in  defence  of  the 
republican  system  and  its  holy  doctrines. 

That  victory  would  continue  rewarding  the  .worthy  and  faithful  Mexicans  to 
put  an  end  to  the  scandals  and  hazards  of  war  caused  by  the  traitors  who  have 
placed  their  country  in  danger;  that  God  would  enlighten  your  wisdom  for  the 
nappiness  of  the  great  Mexican  republic ;  and  that  peace,  order,  and  progress 
woiud  place  it  in  the  high  station  which  Providence  nas  granted  to  the  Ameri- 
can nations,  are  the  ardent  wishes  of  the  sons  of  Peru  in  general,  and,  in  particu- 
lar, of  the  association  of  *'  Founders  of  Peruvian  Independence,"  formed  by  the 
living  victors  of  Junin  and  Ayacucho  and  their  sons,  of  which  I  am  the  first 
vice-president,  and  at  whose  request  I  address  you  this  cordial  felicitation. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem,  and  of  the  most  distinguished  con- 
sideration, I  subscribe  myself  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

FRANCISCO  QUIROZ, 

His  Excellency  Senor  Don  Benito  Juarbz, 

President  of  the  Meosican  Republic* 

Washington,  October  20,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

KOMERO. 


No.  8. 
[Translation.] 

Lima,  July  5,  1862. 

General  :  The  victory  which  you  have  won  with  yourjintrepid  companions 
in  arms  in  the  vicinity  of  Puebla,  on  the  memorable  5th  of  May,  over  the  in- 
vading hosts  of  Napoleon  III  and  the  traitor  Almonte,  has  filled  with  a  holy 
joy  our  hearts,  saddened  by  the  unjust  acts  of  the  Emperor  of  the  most  en- 
lightened nation  of  Europe,  and  has  strengthened  our  political  doctrines,  based, 
as  they  are,  on  the  persuasion  that  there  is  no  power  tnat  can  resist  that  which 
justice  and  right  give  everywhere,  and  chiefly  on  the  field  of  battle. 

It  is  a  glorious  spectacle  indeed,  sir,  to  see  you  conquering  with  your  brave 
warriors  the  intrepid  victors  of  the  Crimea,  the  conquerors  of  Algiers — ^men  who 
still  preserve  the  laurels  won  at  Magenta  and  Solferino— and,  at  the  same  time, 
an  eloquent  lesson  to  the  despots  and  traitors  who  believe  it  possible  to  destroy 
nationalities  and  annihilate  principles  when  sustained  by  liberty,  by  progress, 
and  democracy.  The  efforts  of  your  countrymen,  worthy  sons  of  An^uac, 
those  of  your  illustrious  government,  as  also  your  triumphs  and  our  enthusiastic 
felicitations,  are  important  proofs,  general,  that  we  are  worthy  of  the  republican 
system  which  we  purchased  with  our  blood  forty  years  ago,  and  an  eloquent 
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testimony  that  the  American  republics,  rather  than  be  trampled  down  bj  des- 
potism or  monarchy,  shall  be  converted  into  vast  cemeteries,  where  the  graves 
will  be  the  channels  of  their  own  majestic  rivers,  and  the  monuments  the  colos- 
sal Andes,  which,  firm  on  their  base,  with  their  brow  gilded  with  the  sun  of  the 
5th  of  May,  will  look  upon  us  with  pride,  for  we  were  worthy  of  our  independ- 
ence— worthy  of  our  liberty. 

It  is  sad  to  see  that  those  men  who,  in  the  Crimea,  contended  for  the  exist- 
ence of  a  nation,  in  Algiers  for  the  irresistible  principle  of  progress,  and  on  the 
plains  of  Lombardy  for  Italian  unity,  should  now  tarnish  their  laurels  by  pay- 
mg  homage  to  the  despotism  of  a  man  whom  a  vast  empire  and  a  great  name 
do  not  satisfy.  It  is  sad  to  see  it  at  war  with  democracy — that  is,  with  justice 
and  truth — but  sadder  still  it  is  to  see  cruel  children  stabbing  at  the  heart  of 
their  mother  country. 

Perhaps  Napoleon  wishes  to  drown,  in  the  bustle  of  distant  battles  or  in  the 
smoke  of  pretended  glories,  the  bitter  recollection  of  the  2d  of  December,  when 
he  destroyed  republicanism  in  his  country ;  or  perhaps  Almonte  and  his  com- 
peers failed  to  distinguish  light  from  darkness,  right  from  injustice,  and  democ- 
racy from  despotism.  Let  us  be  silent  History  will  judge  them,  and  the 
arbiter  of  nations  will  confer  victory  on  the  men  of  good  will  as  he  has  given 
it  to  the  heroes  whom  you  led  at  Acultzingo  ani  Pueola. 

We  are  not  blind  to  the  designs  of  the  French  Emperor.  He  himself  cannot 
see,  perhaps,  in  our  victories  3ie  finger  of  God,  who  points  out  to  him  other 
places  in  Europe  where  he  may  exercise  his  influence  and  force.  In  America 
we  do  not  need  them  at  all ;  but  far  from  it,  without  foresight  and  totally  blind, 
'  we  behold  him  sending  new  legions  into  your  country  to  revenge  the  defeats  he 
has  suflTered ;  but,  on  our  faith  of  republicans,  we  declare  that  we  fear  them 
not,  as  long  as  there  will  be  champions  who,  like  yourself,  know  that  after  the 
triumph  there  is  no  greater  gloiv  than  the  sufferings  undergone  in  the  defence 
of  our  firesides,  of  our  national  independence,  and  persond  rights.  As  vice- 
president  of  the  society  of  the  "  Founders  of  the  Independence  of  Peru,"  formed 
by  the  surviving  victors  at  Junin  and  Ayacucho,  and  of  their  sons — ^to  whom 
liberty,  the  republic,  and  democracy  are  as  necessary  as  light,  air,  and  food — I 
fulfil  the  resolution  adopted  at  one  of  its  meetings,  of  felicitating  you  and  your 
brave  comrades;  for  they  have  shown  the  world  that  they  are  the  faithful 
guardians  of  the  liberty  and  independence  of  your  magnanimous  nation. 

Receive,  general,  the  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideration,  &c.,  &c.,  of  all 
Peruvians. 

FRANCISCO  QUIROZ. 

The  lUustrious  General  Ionacio  Zaraooza, 

General-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  defending  the 

Independence  and  Liberty  of  Mexico. 

Washington,  October  20,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 


Mexican  Lbqation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  October  31,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  The  public  events  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Mexican 
republic  during  the  month  of  September  just  passed,  have  been  without  import- 
ance in  a  militaiT  point  of  view,  as  no  action  has  occurred  between  the  contend- 
ing forces.  * 
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The  re-enforcements  sent  bj  the  French  government  to  their  invading  army  in 
Mexico  have  already  commenced  to  arrive  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  probably  by  the 
end  of  the  present  month,  or  the  beginning  of  the  next,  the  invaders  will  Degin 
their  march  upon  Puebla,  which  will  very  likely  be  the  first  point  to  be  defended 
by  the  Mexican  army. 

The  political  occurrences  which  have  taken  place  during  the  month  referred  to 
are,  however,  of  the  greatest  importance.  The  new  ministry  formed  at  the  end  of 
August  last,  under  the  lead  of  Mr.  Fuente,  issued  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month 
the  programme  of  the  policy  they  proposed  to  pursue  during  the  time  that,  while 
enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  presiaent  and  of  the  country,  they  are  retained 
at  the  head  of  public  affairs.  I  nave  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  with  the  an- 
nexed documents,  a  copy  of  that  programme.  In  it  the  satisfactory  assurance 
is  given,  and  which  has  been  received  with  applause  by  the  Mexican  people, 
that  "  in  the  struggle  so  worthily  sustained  by  the  republic,  the  people  might  ^ 
rest  perfectly  assured  that,  whatever  may  occur,  no  unjust  or  dishonorable  peace  * 
would  ever  be  consented  to." 

And,  as  if  this  might  not  be  sufficient,  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  ad- 
dressed on  the  23d  of  September  a  circular  to  the  governors  of  the  States,  {oi 
which  I  also  remit  a  copy,)  assuring  them  that  '*  the  president,  obedient  to  toe 
requirements  of  his  duty,  to  the  inspirations  of  his  patriotism,  and  to  the  fsuth 
of  his  word,  solemnly  pledged,  was  resolved  to  insure,  by  all  the  means  of  which 
he  could  dispose,  the  triumph  of  the  national  cause,  preparing  to  this  end  a 
rigorous  defence  throughout  all  the  country,  and  demonstrating,  also,  that  the 
love  of  the  Mexicans  for  the  liberty  and  the  honor  of  their  country  inspired 
them  with  the  supreme  resolution  of  defending,  inch  by  inch,  the  soil  of  their 
country  against  the  armies  fighting  to  offer  it,  as  an  immense  booty,  to  the  dis- 
turber of  the  peace  of  the  world;"  and,  besides,  requiring  of  them  that,  "  in  all 
the  centres  of  population  in  their  respective  States  where  fortifications  could  be 
constructed  and  provisions  of  war  and  food  could  be  accumulated,  that  they 
proceed  without  delay  to  the  construction  of  the  one  and  the  collection  of  the 
other." 

In  the  camp  of  the  French  there  have  been  very  significant  changes  since 
the  arrival  of  General  Forey,  appointed  to  the  command-in-chief  of  the  French 
expedition  to  Mexico,  and  invested  with  diplomatic  powers  superior  to  those  of 
M.  Saligny. 

This  general  issued  to  his  subordinates,  from  Martinique,  on  the  30tb  of  Au- 
gust last,  a  proclamation,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  and  in  which,  expressing 
himself  with  the  frankness  of  a  soldier  not  familiar  with  the  artifices  and  sub- 
tleties of  underhand  diplomacv,  he  makes  no  reference  to  reclamations,  nor  to 
debts,  nor  to  insults  committed  against  France,  as  the  cause  of  the  war ;  but 
after  exhorting  his  soldiers,  on  marching  to  place  themselves  at  the  head  of  the 
Mexicans,  that  they  should  inspire  them  with  a  noble  envy  of  the  order  and  dis- 
cipline apparent  in  the  French  ranks,  and  addressing  himself  to  his  forces  in 
a  tone  which  would  lead  to  the  belief  that  his  mission  was  that  of  conquering 
the  country,  he  concludes  by  saying  to  them  that,  "  with  such  conduct  they 
would  prove  better  than  by  vain  words  that  it  is  not  against  the  Mexican  na- 
tion that  they  wish  to  make  war,  but  against  those  who  oppress  and  degrade  it 
in  the  eyes  of  civilized  nations,  among  whom  they  now  invite  Mexico  to  take 
her  place." 

From  this  declaration  it  is  to  be  inferred,  that  for  France  the  war  has  not 
for  its  object  the  payment  of  reclamations,  nor  yet  the  satisfaction  of  injuries, 
but  to  liberate  the  Mexican  people  from  their  oppressors,  and  to  enable  the  re- 
public to  take  its  place  among  civilized  nations. 

The  Mexican  people  cannot  be  misled  by  the  distinction,  which  is  only  of 
words,  that  war  is  not  made  upon  them,  but  upon  their  government     The  United 
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States  declared  the  same  in  1846  and  1847,  and  it  is  already  seen  whether  the 
Bsnlts  of  that  war  were  suffered  hj  the  Mexican  nation  or  by  its  goyemment. 

General  Forey  reserved  himself  to  explain  more  at  length  the  oWect  of  the 
rar  in  a  subsequent  proclamation  which  he  addressed  firom  Vera  Cruz  to  the 
Mexicans  on  the  24th  of  September,  and  of  which  I  also  transmit  a  copy.  In 
hat  he  says  that,  by  a  fatality  difficult  to  haye  foreseen,  France  is  found  defend- 
og  alone  the  interests  of  its  allies,  and  that,  convinced  of  the  justice  of  her 
edamations,  and  fortified  by  her  favorable  intentions  with  regard  to  the  reor- 
anization  of  Mexico,  she  has  persevered,  and  now  more  than  ever  will  perse- 
ere,  in  the  object  she  proposes  to  herself.  He  gives  the  assurance,  also,  that  he 
as  express  orders  to  declare  that  ''  so  soon  as  the  Mexican  people  shall  have 
een  liberated  by  the  French  arms  they  shall  freely  select  the  government  that 
biey  wish."  He  concludes  by  saying  that  "  the  men  of  valiant  spirit  who  have 
nited  themselves  to  the  French  nag  deserve  his  especial  protection,  but  that,  in 
be  name  of  the  Emperor,  he  calls  upon  all  those,  without  distinction  of  party, 
rho  desire  the  independence  of  their  country  and  the  integrity  of  its  territory." 

As  such  assurances  would  be,  as  they  have  been  up  to  the  present  time,  only 
.  cruel  irony  so  long  as  the  French  army  recognized  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte  by 
he  title  which  he  has  given  to  himself,  by  the  aid  of  the  French  arms,  of  supreme 
hief  of  the  nation.  General  Forey,  desiring  to  show  some  consistency  between 
lis  words  and  his  acts,  issued  in  V  era  Cruz  on  the  26th  of  September  the  decree 
»f  which  I  transmit  a  copy  among  the  annexed  documents,  in  which  he  declares 
'  that  the  government  instituted  by  Greneral  Almonte  without  the  concurrence 
)f  the  nation  has  not  in  any  manner  the  approbation  of  the  French  interven- 
ion,"  and  in  consequence  he  requires  of  Almonte  himself — 

Ist.  That  he  shall  dissolve  the  ministry  which  he  had  formed ; 

2d.  That  he  abstain  from  issuing  laws  and  decrees ;  and, 

3d.  That  he  should  drop  the  title  which  he  had  assumed  of  supreme  chief  of 
the  nation.  And  he  "  orders  him,  besides,  to  limit  himself  in  the  future,  in  the 
moflt  exact  manner,  to  the  instructions  of  the  Emperor,  which  are,  to  proceed, 
BO  fiir  as  is  possible,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  otner  Mexican  generals  under 
the  French  flag,  to  the  reorganization  of  the  Mexican  army." 

This  conduct  constitutes  a  change,  if  not  in  the  ends,  at  least  in  the  measures, 
of  the  French  expedition.  Up  to  this  time  the  French  government  had  said 
on  repeated  occasions,  and  always  with  uniformity,  that  it  went  to  Mexico  to 
obtain  satisfaction  for  its  demands,  and  nothing  more.  Now  its  reclamations 
are  forgotten,  or  at  least  given  a  secondary  importance,  and  the  assurance  is 
thrown  out  that  the  expedition  has  for  its  object  the  reorganization  of  Mexico, 
and  to  invite  it  to  take  a  place  among  civilized  nations.  William  Walker,  on 
mvading  Central  America,  also  said  that  his  expedition  had  for  its  object  to 
cany  civilization  to  those  regions. 

So  far  as  respects  the  person  of  Almonte,  the  conduct  of  General  Forey  only 
proves  that  the  so-called  government  that  he  formed  by  the  aid  of  French  bayo- 
nets was  a  ridiculous  farce,  even  in  the  eyes  of  the  French  army.  For  the  rest, 
no  one  who  remembers  the  fate  which  traitors  always  meet  can  be  surprised  at 
what  the  Emperor  now  does  with  Almonte.  So  long  as  he  believed  that  Almonte 
possessed  any  influence  in  the  country,  and  that  an  alliance  with  him  would  be 
rueful  in  the  development  of  his  plans,  he  sustained  him,  he  aided  him,  and  he 
enabled  him  to  take  to  himself  the  title  of  supreme  chief  of  the  nation — a  title 
which  the  imperial  marine  took  upon  itself  to  force  upon  the  people  of  the  coast 
of  Mexico  that  he  might  be  recognized.  But  when  he  sees  that  he  can  no  longer 
fe  nseful,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  an  alliance  with  the  traitor  may  injure  him, 
the  Emperor  abandons  him  to  his  fete,  he  deprives  him  of  the  title  which  he 
^Melf  had  aided  him  to  assume,  and  he  warns  him,  as  if  he  were  already  a 
*^ch  subject,  "  to  limit  himself  in  the  iiiture,  in  the  most  precise  manner,  to 
the  organization  of  the  Mexican  army."  ( 
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The  re-enforcements  sent  hj  the  French  government  to  their  invading  army  in 
Mexico  have  already  commenced  to  arrive  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  probably  by  the 
end  of  the  present  month,  or  the  beginning  of  the  next,  the  invaders  will  b^n 
their  march  upon  Puebla,  which  will  very  likely  be  the  first  point  to  be  defended 
by  the  Mexican  army. 

The  political  occurrences  which  have  taken  place  during  the  month  referred  to 
are,  however,  of  the  greatest  importance.  The  new  ministry  formed  at  the  end  of 
August  last,  under  the  lead  of  Mr.  Fuente,  issued  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month 
the  programme  of  the  policy  they  proposed  to  pursue  during  the  time  that,  while 
enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  presiaent  and  of  the  country,  they  are  retained 
at  the  head  of  public  affairs.  I  nave  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  with  the  an- 
nexed documents,  a  copy  of  that  programme.  In  it  the  satisfactory  assurance 
is  given,  and  which  has  been  received  with  applause  by  the  Mexican  people, 
that  "  in  the  struggle  so  worthily  sustained  by  the  republic,  the  people  might 
rest  perfectlv  assured  that,  whatever  may  occur,  no  unjust  or  dishonorable  peace  * 
would  ever  be  consented  to." 

And,  as  if  this  might  not  be  sufficient,  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  ad- 
dressed on  the  23d  of  September  a  circular  to  the  governors  of  the  States,  (of 
which  I  also  remit  a  copy,)  assuring  them  that  <'  the  president,  obedient  to  the 
requirements  of  his  duty,  to  the  inspirations  of  his  patriotism,  and  to  the  faith 
of  his  word,  solemnly  pledged,  was  resolved  to  insure,  by  all  the  means  of  which 
he  could  dispose,  the  triumph  of  the  national  cause,  preparing  to  this  end  a 
rigorous  defence  throughout  all  the  country,  and  demonstrating,  also,  that  the 
love  of  the  Mexicans  for  the  liberty  and  the  honor  of  their  country  inspired 
them  with  the  supreme  resolution  of  defending,  inch  by  inch,  the  soil  of  their 
country  against  the  armies  fighting  to  offer  it,  as  an  immense  booty,  to  the  dis- 
turber of  the  peace  of  the  world;"  and,  besides,  requiring  of  them  that,  "  in  all 
the  centres  of  population  in  their  respective  States  where  fortifications  could  be 
constructed  and  provisions  of  war  and  food  could  be  accumulated,  that  they 
proceed  without  delay  to  the  construction  of  the  one  and  the  collection  of  the 
other." 

In  the  camp  of  the  French  there  have  been  very  significant  changes  since 
the  arrival  of  Greneral  Forey,  appointed  to  the  command-in-chief  of  the  French 
expedition  to  Mexico,  and  invested  with  diplomatic  powers  superior  to  those  of 
M.  Saligny. 

This  general  issued  to  his  subordinates,  from  Martinique,  on  the  30th  of  Au- 

fust  last,  a  proclamation,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  and  in  which,  expressing 
imself  with  the  frankness  of  a  soldier  not  familiar  with  the  artifices  and  sub- 
tleties of  underhand  diplomacy,  he  makes  no  reference  to  reclamations,  nor  to 
debts,  nor  to  insults  committed  against  Fiance,  as  the  cause  of  the  war ;  but 
after  exhorting  his  soldiers,  on  marching  to  place  themselves  at  the  head  of  the 
Mexicans,  that  they  should  inspire  them  with  a  noble  envy  of  the  order  and  dis- 
cipline apparent  in  the  French  ranks,  and  addressing  himself  to  his  forces  in 
a  tone  which  would  lead  to  the  belief  that  his  mission  was  that  of  conquering 
the  country,  he  concludes  by  saying  to  them  that,  "  with  such  conduct  they 
would  prove  better  than  by  vain  words  that  it  is  not  against  the  Mexican  na- 
tion that  they  wish  to  make  war,  but  against  those  who  oppress  and  degrade  it 
in  the  eyes  of  civilized  nations,  among  whom  they  now  invite  Mexico  to  take 
her  place." 

From  this  declaration  it  is  to  be  inferred,  that  for  France  the  war  has  not 
for  its  object  the  payment  of  reclamations,  nor  yet  the  satisfaction  of  injuries* 
but  to  liberate  the  Mexican  people  from  their  oppressors,  and  to  enable  the  re- 
public to  take  its  place  among  civilized  nations. 

The  Mexican  people  cannot  be  misled  by  the  distinction,  which  is  only  of 
words,  that  war  is  not  made  upon  them,  but  upon  their  government.    The  United 
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States  declared  the  same  in  1846  and  1847,  and  it  is  already  Been  whether  the 
resolts  of  that  war  were  suffered  by  the  Mexican  nation  or  by  its  government. 

General  Forey  reserred  himself  to  explain  more  at  length  the  ol^ect  of  the 
war  in  a  subsequent  proclamation  which  he  addressed  firom  Vera  Cruz  to  the 
Mexicans  on  the  24th  of  September,  and  of  which  I  also  transmit  a  copy.  In 
that  he  says  that,  by  a  fatality  difficult  to  have  foreseen,  France  is  found  defend- 
ing alone  the  interests  of  its  allies,  and  that,  convinced  of  the  justice  of  her 
reclamations,  and  fortified  by  her  favorable  intentions  with  regard  to  the  reor- 
ganization of  Mexico,  she  has  persevered,  and  now  more  than  ever  will  perse- 
vere, in  the  object  she  proposes  to  herself.  He  gives  the  assurance,  also,  that  he 
has  express  orders  to  declare  that  ''  so  soon  as  the  Mexican  people  shall  have 
been  liberated  by  the  French  arms  they  shall  freely  select  the  government  that 
they  wish."  He  concludes  by  saving  that  "  the  men  of  valiant  spirit  who  have 
united  themselves  to  the  French  flag  deserve  his  especial  protection,  but  that,  in 
the  name  of  the  Emperor,  he  calls  upon  all  those,  without  distinction  of  party, 
who  desire  the  independence  of  their  country  and  the  integrity  of  its  territory." 

As  such  assurances  would  be,  as  they  have  been  up  to  the  present  time,  only 
a  cruel  irony  so  long  as  the  French  army  recognized  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte  by 
the  title  which  he  has  given  to  himself,  by  the  aid  of  the  French  arms,  of  supreme 
chief  of  the  nation,  General  Forey,  desiring  to  show  some  consistency  between 
his  words  and  his  acts,  issued  in  vera  Cruz  on  the  26th  of  September  the  decree 
of  which  I  transmit  a  copy  among  the  annexed  documents,  in  which  he  declares 
"  that  the  government  instituted  by  General  Almonte  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  nation  has  not  in  any  manner  the  approbation  of  the  French  interven- 
tion," and  in  conseauence  he  requires  of  Almonte  himself — 

1st.  That  he  shall  dissolve  the  ministry  which  he  had  formed ; 

2d.  That  he  abstain  from  issuing  laws  and  decrees ;  and, 

3d.  That  he  should  drop  the  title  which  he  had  assumed  of  supreme  chief  of 
the  nation.  And  he  "  orders  him,  besides,  to  limit  himself  in  the  future,  in  the 
most  exact  manner,  to  the  instructions  of  the  Emperor,  which  are,  to  proceed, 
so  £ur  as  is  possible,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  otner  Mexican  generals  under 
the  French  flag,  to  the  reorganization  of  the  Mexican  army." 

This  conduct  constitutes  a  change,  if  not  in  the  ends,  at  least  in  the  measures, 
of  the  French  expedition.  Up  to  this  time  the  French  government  had  said 
on  repeated  occasions,  and  always  with  uniformity,  that  it  went  to  Mexico  to 
obtain  satisfaction  for  its  demands,  and  nothing  more.  Now  its  reclamations 
are  forgotten,  or  at  least  given  a  secondary  importance,  and  the  assurance  is 
thrown  out  that  the  expedition  has  for  its  object  the  reorganization  of  Mexico, 
and  to  invite  it  to  take  a  place  among  civilized  nations.  William  Walker,  on 
invading  Central  America,  also  said  that  his  expedition  had  for  its  object  to 
carry  civilization  to  those  regions. 

So  far  as  respects  the  person  of  Almonte,  the  conduct  of  General  Forey  only 
proves  that  the  so-called  government  that  he  formed  by  the  aid  of  French  bayo- 
nets was  a  ridiculous  farce,  even  in  the  eyes  of  the  French  army.  For  the  rest, 
no  one  who  remembers  the  fate  which  traitors  always  meet  can  be  surprised  at 
what  the  Emperor  now  does  with  Almonte.  So  long  as  he  believed  that  Almonte 
possessed  any  influence  in  the  country,  and  that  an  alliance  with  him  would  be 
useful  in  the  development  of  his  plans,  he  sustained  him,  he  aided  him,  and  he 
enabled  him  to  take  to  himself  the  title  of  supreme  chief  of  the  nation — a  title 
which  the  imperial  marine  took  upon  itself  to  force  upon  the  people  of  the  coast 
of  Mexico  that  he  might  be  recognized.  But  when  he  sees  that  he  can  no  longer 
be  useful,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  an  alliance  with  the  traitor  may  injure  him, 
the  Emperor  abandons  him  to  his  fate,  he  deprives  him  of  the  title  which  he 
himself  had  aided  him  to  assume,  and  he  warns  him,  as  if  he  were  already  a 
French  subject,  "  to  limit  himself  in  the  future,  in  the  most  precise  manner,  to 
the  organization  of  the  Mexican  army."  l 
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By  this  conduct  the  French  government  has  proposed  also  to  cheat  the  Mexi- 
can people,  seeking  to  make  them  believe  that  its  promises  are  true,  and  that 
it  really  intends  to  organize  a  government  truly  national ;  but  the  Emperor  has 
yet  to  suffer  other  disenchantments  if  he  believes  that  the  abandonment  of 
Almonte  will  augment  the  number  of  traitors  among  the  Mexicai^.  His  fate 
will  be  a  lesson  to  any  who  might  wish  to  follow  his  example. 

Nor  are  the  other  acts  of  General  Forey  during  the  few  days  which  had  elapsed 
after  his  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz  up  to  the  departure  of  the  present  correspondence 
less  extraordinary.  Almonte  had  organized  a  pretended  government  of  the 
State  of  Vera  Cruz,  composed  of  the  places  occupied  by  the  French »  and  had 
appointed  Don  Manuel  Maria  Serrano  governor.  Afterwards  he  had  removed 
Serrano,  and  appointed  Don  Adrian  WoU  in  his  place.  General  Forey  rudely 
destroyed  this  phantom  of  a  government-— this  shadow  of  sovereignty  whieh  had 
been  left  in  Vera  Cruz — and,  depriving  Woll  of  his  office,  he  appointed  Serrano 
as  alcalde  of  the  city  and  district  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Upon  the  disembarkation  of  General  Forey  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember, seeing  that  the  Mexican  flag  was  not  raised  upon  the  municipal  palace, 
he  ordered  it  to  be  unfurled  and  saluted.  What  significance  can  this  act  have 
after  the  Emperor  disapproved,  as  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  France,  a 
convention  in  which  it  was  stipulated  to  hoist  the  Mexican  flag  side  by  side 
with  the  French  flag  on  Mexican  territory,  and  after  the  minister  without  port- 
folio, M.  Billault,  had  said  in  the  ^*  corps  legislatif,'*  on  the  26th  ultimo,  that  the 
Mexican  colors  ought  never  to  have  waved  by  the  side  of  the  French  flag  ? 

On  the  26th  of  September  General  Forey  held  an  interview  with  the  French 
merchants  of  Vera  Cruz,  whose  opinion,  like  that  of  almost  every  honest  French- 
man residing  in  Mexico,  everybody  knows  is  against  the  French  intervention. 
The  general  began  by  saying  that  he  had  been  sorry  to  see  that  the  French 
population  of  Vera  Cruz  until  that  day  had  kept  away  from  the  members  of  the 
French  expedition ;  that  information  had  been  communicated  to  the  Emperor 
upon  the  hostile  attitude  of  that  French  population,  which  his  Majesty  believed 
to  be  exaggerated,  for  it  was  almost  impossible  for  him  to  believe  that  there 
could  be  Frenchmen  who,  although  momentarily  suffering  in  their  interests  from 
the  effects  of  the  intervention,  should  fail  to  be  animated  by  French  feelings ; 
and  that  there  was  probably  some  misunderstanding  which  it  was  necessary  to 
remove.  General  Forey  then  said  that  the  policy  of  the  Emperor  had  been 
misunderstood,  and  showed  the  way  in  which  he  intended  to  develop  ir,  M. 
Lelong  replied,  in  the  name  of  the  French  merchants,  protesting  against  the 
charge  brought  against  them,  that  they  were  hostile  to  the  French  army ;  and 
declaring  that,  as  Frenchmen,  they  had  seen,  with  as  much  grief  as  regret,  the 
policy  T\liich,  up  to  this  period,  France  was  following  in  Mexico,  for  which  policy- 
only  persons  like  M.  Saligny,  who  has  never  ceased  to  impose  on  the  Frencn 
government  by  giving  it  false  or  highly  colored  information,  with  an  interested 
motive,  and  who  are  the  only  authors  of  all  the  evils  suffered  by  the  French 
commerce,  are  responsible.  General  Forey  replied  that  M.  Saligny  was  to  be 
excluded  from  the  political  and  diplomatic  direction  of  affairs,  and  assured  them 
that  henceforward  a  different  course  was  to  be  observed ;  that  he  was  not  to  re- 
cognize Almonte  as  invested  with  the  supposed  power  which  he  had  conferred 
upon  himself,  and  that  he  was  going  to  give  peace  and  happiness  to  the  country, 
and  by  no  means  to  force  any  government  upon  the  people,  but  only  to  sustain 
that  which  the  nation  itself  would  choose. 

Those  who  are  to  set  the  example  of  union  and  morality  to  Mexico  are  teach- 
ing the  way  of  doing  it  just  as  they  did  before  when  they  broke  the  faith  of 
treaties.  The  quarrels  between  General  Lorencez  and  M.  Saligny  grew  every 
day  more  and  more  scandalous,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  ascertain  how  far  they 
^  might  have  gone  had  not  General  Forey  arrived  just  in  time  to  put  an  end  to 
them.     On  the  15th  of  August  the  French,  at  Orizaba,  celebrated  tne  Emperor's 
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birth  day,  and  both  agents  wanted  to  preside  at  the  same  time  over  the  ceremo- 
nies—General Lorencez,  as  chief  of  the  expeditionary  army,  and  M.  Saligny, 
as  the  plenipotentiary  of  France.  The  former,  having  the  force  on  his  side,  de- 
cided the  question  in  his  own  favor,  while  M.  Saligny  abstained  attending  said 
ceremony.  Almonte  committed  the  sacrilege  to  celebrate,  on  the  16th  of  Sep- 
tember, the  anniversary  of  the  independence  of  the  coontry,  which  he  himself 
dares  to  profane ;  and,  to  cap  the  clhnax  of  his  impudence,  he  invited  the  French 
agents  to  take  part  in  the  ceremony,  and  having  assigned  to  M.  Saligny  the  post 
of  honor.  General  Lorencez  declined  to  attend. 

Admiial  Jurien  de  la  Graviere  has  modified  the  paper  blockade  which  France 
has  established  at  the  port  of  Tampico,  in  the  terms  expressed  by  the  commu- 
nication of  said  admiral  to  the  commander  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  ships  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  copy  of  which  I  send,  together  with  the  annexed  docu- 
ments, and  from  which  it  appears  that  *'no  obstacle  will  be  opposed  to  the  entry 
of  neutral  ships  in  the  port  of  Tampico  from  the  moment  in  which  it  will  be 
known  that  said  vessels  do  not  carry  either  contraband  of  war  or  passengers 
who  may  wish  to  land  upon  Mexican  territoiy  with  hostile  views."  Thanks  to 
these  measures,  the  port  of  Tampico  has  been  leflt  open  to  the  trade  of  all  nations 
with  exception  of  France,  since  the  vessels  of  this  nation  could  not  enter  said 
port  without  being  confiscated,  on  account  of  the  war  actually  existing  between 
Mexico  and  France.  This  is  only  one  of  the  many  advantages  to  French 
commerce  arising  from  the  expedition  dent  to  Mexico  by  the  government  of  the 
Emperor. 

In  a  circular  issued  by  the  so-called  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  Almonte,  on 
the  25th  of  September,  (one  day  before  General  Forey  issued  his  decree  dismis- 
sing Almonte,)  and  in  which  he  bestows  the  most  abject  flattery  upon  the  Em- 
peror and  his  agents— conduct  unworthy  of  a  Mexican  at  the  very  moment  when 
that  ambitious  monarch  makes  the  most  iniquitous  and  most  unjust  war  against 
his  country — he  carries  his  extravagance  and  flattery  to  the  very  extreme,  say- 
ing, in  reference  to  M.  Saligny 's  presence  at  the  ceremony  of  the  16th  of  Sep- 
tember, what  follows : 

"And,  with  official  demonstrations  so  public  and  solemn,  there  will  not  be  a 
single  Mexican  who,  without  becoming  the  echo  of  the  blackest  calumny  and 
ingratitude,  can  repeat  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  brings  war  to  the  Mexi- 
can nation,  and  that  he  intends  to  destroy  her  independence." 

Shortly  before,  and  making  himself  a  calumnious  interpreter  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  Mexican  people,  he  had  said : 

"  There  is  not  one  who  does  not  wish  to  have  a  stable  and  permanent  govern- 
ment which  wiU  cause  the  happiness  of  the  nation,  and  which,  with  the  benevo- 
lent support  of  the  magnanimous  Emperor  of  the  French,  may  become  worthy 
of  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  other  sovereigns  of  the  world." 

The  Mexican  people  have  their  government  already  established,  and  to  main- 
tain it,  neither  solicit  nor  wish  the  support  of  any  sovereign  whatsoever. 

Almonte  probably,  on  receiving  General  Forey's  order  of  September  26,  will 
very  likely  radicallv  change  his  mind  as  to  the  good  will  of  the  Emperor  and 
the  sentiments  of  the  Mexican  people. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  ftssurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  Sft^  ^r.,  Sfc. 
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[TraDBlation  ] 
MBXICAN  LEGATION  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

Index  (^documents  transmitted  by  this  legation  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  United  States,  annexed  to  its  note  of  this  day,  with  reference  to  the  occur' 
rences  in  Mexico  during  the  month  of  September,  1862. 


Na 

Date. 

CoDtents. 

1862. 

1 

Aug. 

29 

Circular  of  the  department  of  foreign  relations  of  Mexico  to  the  gorer- 
nors  of  the  States,  communicating  to  them  the  programme  or  the  new 
cabinet. 

2 

Sept. 

23 

Circular  of  the  same  to  the  same,  with  reference  to  the  war  with  France. 

3 

Aug. 

30 

Proclamation  of  General  Forey  to  the  French  army  invading  Mexico, 
issued  at  Martinique. 

4 

Sept 

24 

Proclamation  of  the  same  to  the  Mexicans,  with  reference  to  the  objecti 
of  the  expedition. 

6 

Sept. 

26 

Decree  of  the  same  general  depriving  Almonte  of  the  title  of  supreme 
chief  of  the  nation. 

6 

Sept. 

8 

Communication  from  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re  to  Commander 
Jathan,  with  reference  to  the  blockade  of  the  port  of  Tampico. 

HO.\IEBO. 
WASHDrGTON,  October  31,  1862. 


No.  1. 
[CircuUr.  —Translation.  ] 

Department  of  Interiob  and  Foreign  Affairs. 

Citizen  GtOVERnor  :  The  return  of  the  citizen  H.  Nufiez  to  the  ministry  of 
finance,  and  that  of  the  undersigned  to  the  ministry  of  interior  and  foreign  af- 
fairs, have  put  an  end  to  the  ministerial  crisis,  and  the  affairs  of  the  state  will 
henceforth  be  governed  by  the  number  of  ministers  reauired  by  our  laws. 

The  Mexican  people,  forgetting  their  disasters  and  their  civil  wars,  in  order 
to  march  against  their  unjust  invaders,  are,  at  present,  more  than  ever  entitled, 
in  these  perilous  days,  to  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  principles,  the  intentions, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  men  who  administer  their  affairs.  It  is  much  to  be  feared 
that  the  silence  of  the  government  in  the  midst  of  the  gravest  difficulties,  evi- 
dently the  most  delicate  of  any  situation  that  our  country's  history  has  hereto- 
fore presented — ^it  is  to  be  feared,  I  repeat,  that  that  silence,  above  all,  after  the 
modification  of  its  members  which  it  has  just  undergone,  might  be  interpreted 
in  a  sinistrous  manner,  not  only  by  the  ill-disposed,  but  by  true  patriots,  impa- 
tient and  bewildered.  In  consequence,  the  confidence  of  the  nation  in  the  loyalty 
of  the  executive  power  would  perhaps  vanish — a  fatal  result,  the  gravest  of  evils, 
and  which  would  only  serve  to  fill  with  satisfaction  the  heart  of  the  ambitious 
despot  who  has  visited  us  with  the  scourge  of  war,  and  those  of  the  traitors  who 
second  his  pernicious  designs. 

In  fact,  the  ministers  aspire  too  much  and  too  nobly  to  acquire  the  esteem  and 
the  consideration  of  their  fellow-citizens,  to  allow  them  to  entertain  the  idea  of 
concealing  from  them  their  intentions  or  their  acts ;  so  much  the  more,  as  this 
want  of  frankness  would  tend  to  the  triumph  of  a  calumny  upon  truth.  There- 
fore, the  citizen  president  of  the  republic  has  desired  that,  while  announcing  to 
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Ton  that  the  two  departments  of  the  state  have  been  filled,  I  should  also  make 
Known  to  you  the  political  programme  that  he  has  approved,  and  which  the 
ministers  intend  to  follow  and  to  develop  as  lone  as  they  are  supported  by  the 
opinion  of  the  country  and  the  president's  confidence. 

The  government  will  fulfil  the  object  of  its  institutions,  and  do  justice  to  the 
principal  desire  of  the  nation  by  displaying  the  greatest  activity  and  the  greatest 
energy  in  order  to  repulse  the  foreign  invader  who  has  dared  to  desecrate  the 
country's  soil,  in  contempt  of  the  &ith  of  treaties  and  of  the  independence  of 
nations — ^base  of  all  public  rights. 

The  congress  of  the  union  thought  it  necessary  to  accord  to  the  executive  all 
the  means  necessary  to  bring  to  a  successful  termination  this  eminently  national 
enterprise.  The  attitude,  full  of  vigor,  which  the  government  has  taken  in  virtue 
of  this  concession,  might  perhaps  excite  the  choler  of  our  foreign  and  domestic 
foes,  but  it  must  not  excite  the  alarms  of  those  who  sincerely  love  liberal  insti- 
tutions and  who  well  know  that  a  transitory  dictatorship  established  to  save  the 
country  from  the  perils  as  serious  as  those  which  now  menace  our  autonomy  and 
onr  liberties,  is  not  only  for  us  a  constitutional  means,  but  also  that  this  means 
has  been  employed  by  ancient  and  modem  republics — ^by  those,  even,  who  are 
the  most  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  principles  of  democracy.  Washington 
himself  requested,  in  a  moment  of  crisis,  that  the  laws  might  sleep.  Besides, 
it  is  not  really  logical  to  confound  a  dictatorship  which  serves  to  loyally  defend 
a  people's  interests  with  that  which  augments  and  complicates  its  misfortunes ; 
thus,  one  must  not  confound  the  beneficent  dictatorship  of  Greneral  Guerrero  with 
that  of  Santa  Anna,  so  fatal  to  the  republic,  and  which  brought  upon  it  so  many 
misfortunes  and  so  much  ignominy. 

In  the  present  state  of  things,  the  additional  power  confided  to  the  administra- 
tion is,  for  the  republic  and  for  the  government  itself,  a  cruel  but  indispensable 
necessity:  I  said  a  cruel  necessity  for  the  government,  because  the  supreme 
magistrate  of  the  nation  sincerely  aesires  that  the  working  of  the  popular  insti- 
tutions, so  previous  to  the  republic,  not  only  on  account  of  their  merit,  but  also 
on  account  of  the  great  sacrifices  that  they  have  cost,  should  never  be  interrupted. 

But  the  interruption  of  that  working  is  another  sacrifice  to  preserve  those  insti- 
tutions ^m  a  ruin  without  this  inevitable,  and  which  the  prince  who  now  aims 
to  impose  a  yoke  upon  us  seeks  to  bring  about.  The  day  on  which  the  govern- 
ment can  announce  to  congress  and  to  the  whole  nation  that  the  common  peril 
has  ceased  to  exist  will  be  the  happiest  of  the  administration. 

But  until  tben,  the  abdication  ot  this  power  would  not  be  patriotic.  The  nation 
which  created  it,  and  which  maintains  it  by  its  powerful  support,  cannot  be  inter- 
ested in  its  destruction;  but  it  has  a  right  to  exact  of  its  servants,  whom  it  has 
honored  with  a  confidence  which  could  not  be  more  unlimited  or  more  holy  in  its 
object,  that  they  should  work  unceasingly  to  accumulate  efficacious  means  to 
conjure  the  perils  with  which  injustice  menaces  us. 

The  nation  desires  that  in  everything  appertaining  to  its  liberties  and  its  re- 
Bources  the  power  accorded  to  the  government  should  be  exercised  upon  that 
which  is  necessaiy,  but  only  upon  that  which  is  necessary  to  save  its  independ- 
ence, constitution,  and  reform.  In  a  word,  the  nation  wishes  the  war  to  be 
made  with  vigor,  and  that  the  means  that  have  been  conceived  for  that  purpose 
should  lead  to  the  least  possible  sacrifices,  either  politically  or  materially. 

It  is  thus  that  the  government  comprehends  the  tendencies  of  public  opinion, 
and  it  will  therein  do  it  justice.  If  it  should  cease  to  act  through  carelessness 
or  from  fear;  if  it  should  for  a  single  instant  succumb  to  the  suggestions  of  am- 
bition, which  would  be  an  indefinable  faithlessness;  if  it  should  complacently 
flatter  itself  with  wicked  aspirations ;  if  it  should  allow  itself  to  be  influenced  by 
the  absurd  mania  of  innovation  through  caprice  or  to  parade  its  discretionary 
power;  if  it  should  maintain  for  another  single  day  this  power  after  the  country 
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eliould  have  ceased  to  have  cause  of  fear  from  its  enemies,  the  government  wonU 
undoubtedly  merit  the  withdrawal  of  the  confidence  of  the  republic.  But  when 
all  the  ministers  believe  that  they  have  worthily  prepared  themselves  to  serve 
their  country,  decided  as  they  have  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  their  reputation  and 
of  their  life,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  Mexican,  they  may,  with  assurance, 
declare  that  in  the  management  of  public  affairs  they  can  never  be  reproached 
with  having  failed  in  energy,  zeal,  or  patriotism ;  hence,  they  believe  that  they 
have  a  right  to  ask  the  Mexican  people  not  to  view  with  suspicion  the  transient 
existence  of  a  power  that  the  national  congress  has  only  made  great  that  it 
might  be  equal  to  the  circumstances  of  our  situation 

But  although  the  reproach  of  cowardice  or  of  depravity  may  not  be  addressed 
to  the  ministry,  it  may,  nevertheless,  commit  faults.  It  will  endeavor,  however, 
not  to  do  so ;  as  for  that,  it  will  be  guided  by  the  excellent  judgment  of  the 
people.  It  will  follow  their  inspirations  so  much  the  more  willingly  as  a  grave 
fatilt  on  the  part  of  the  administration  would  be  deplorable  even  for  the  admiu' 
istration,  not  that  the  fault  might  cause  it  to  fall,  but  because  it  would  exercise 
a  disastrous,  perhaps  irreparable,  influence  upon  the  fnture  fate  of  the  nation. 

That  being  granted,  if  the  republic  continues,  by  its  powerful  co-operation,  to 
second  government  action,  the  defence  that  we  will  make  will  be  such  that  it 
will  give  us  a  glorious  place  beside  the  great  deeds  of  our  fathers,  and  we  will 
avoid  losing  in  a  moment,  on  account  of  our  miseiy  and  cowardice,  the  independ- 
ence and  the  liberty  that  we  inherit  from  them  and  which  they  conquered  by 
such  a  long  and  heroic  perseverance,  which  would  be,  beyond  all  measure,  un- 
worthy of  and  fatal  to  Mexico. 

The  government  is  therefore  very  far  from  having  the  idea  of  separating  its 
cause  from  that  of  the  people,  or  of  proceeding,  were  it  only  for  an  instant,  with- 
out the  support  of  national  opinion.  Our  own  history  furnishes  us  with  numer- 
ous and  great  lessons  upon  the  influence  that  our  institutions  exercise  upon  the 
fate  of  our  arms.  During  the  unfortunate  Texan  campaign,  our  democracy  was' 
vanquished  and  humiliated,  while  those  who  formed  what  is  styled  the  elevated 
classes  of  society,  satisfied  at  their  ease,  their  pride,  and  all  their  passions,  while 
contemning  our  institutions.  At  the  head  of  this  immense  disorder  was  placed 
that  fatal  man,  as  ambitious  as  he  was  silly.  In  1846  we  had  yet  but  the  name 
of  confederation,  and  the  republic,  weakened  by  the  teirible  inheritance  of  unitaiy 
regimen,  found  itself  very  ill-disposed  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  the  invasion. 
To  crown  all  evils,  this  same  chief,  so  fatal  to  us,  was  precisely  the  one  charged 
with  the  organization  of  our  army,  already  corrupted,  and  it  was  impossible  for 
the  brave  men  who  fought  in  its  ranks  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  evil  and  to 
vanquish  it. 

From  thence  resulted  our  reverses  at  home  and  our  discredit  abroad.  The 
recollection  of  those  fatal  wars  enormously  injured  our  international  relations. 
But  those  periods  of  sadness  and  of  mourning  present  a  singular  contrast  to 
that  of  1829,  and  especially  to  that  of  1862.  Do  those  privileged  classes — 
haughty  and  powerful  classes — still  exist?  Are  the  people  still  in  abjection  1 
Who  wiD  henceforth  have  the  vain  ambition  to  tyrannize  over  them  ]  What  army 
have  we  seen  thus  far  more  enured  to  war  than  our  army  of  the  east?  What 
officers  more  experienced  than  those  of  our  army  ?  What  genertd  more  repub- 
lican than  he  who  commands  it  ?  What  is  there  common  between  our  days  of 
mourning  and  the  brilliant  one  of  the  fifth  of  May  ?  There  is  certainly  nothing 
common  between  our  situation  and  those  which  gave  birth  to  the  centralization, 
if  it  is  not  perhaps  the  dictatorship ;  but  the  present  dictator,  like  the  one  of 
1829,  knows  that  he  has  only  been  invested  with  this  power  by  the  people  and 
for  the  people,  with  whom  he  frankly  allies  himself,  and  whom,  in  their  turn, 
lend  him  their  most  enthusiastic  assistance. 

The  government  will  employ  for  the  defence,  so  just,  of  the  republic,  all  the 
means  that  international  rights  and  the  practice  of  nations  recognize  as  legiti* 
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mate  between  belligerents;  in  consequence,  every  effort,  erery  sacrifice  that  the 
Jove  of  country  and  the  dignity  of  a  free  people  can  counsel,  will  be  made  to 
repulse  our  enemies.  The  peril  is  great ;  in  consequence,  our  acts  should  be 
great  in  order  to  conjure  it.  Never,  however,  will  we  make  use  of  force  to 
commit  a  monstrous  iniquity ;  never  will  we  follow  the  example  of  those  who 
send  their  legions  to  Mexico  to  restore  the  worn-out  principle  of  intervention  in 
the  government  of  foreign  nations ;  finally,  we  will  never  employ  the  knavery 
which  our  enemies  have  not  blushed  to  make  use  of,  stipulating  and  breaking 
by  turns  solemn  treaties,  with  the  object  of  acquiring  by  these  means  the  advan- 
tage that  otherwise  they  could  not  have  obtained. 

The  government  will  put  everything  in  operation  to  hasten  the  conclusion  of 
treaties  of  alliance  with  the  nations  whom  Mexico  must  regard  as  sisters,  and 
whose  inhabitants  have  demonstrated,  in  a  thousand  ways,  their  lively  sympa- 
thies for  the  triumph  of  our  cause.  It  will  strive,  also,  to  bring  about  a  good 
understanding  between  those  nations,  in  order  to  finally  realize  the  great  idea  of 
an  American  confederation,  which  would  augment  the  force  and  the  respecta- 
bility of  each  one  of  the  republics  established  upon  this  beautiful  continent,  and 
which  which  would  put  a  check  to  the  insane  desires  which  might  be  entertained 
of  subjugating  it — desires  which  have  been  frequently  viewed  with  a  much  too 
favorable  eye  by  some  of  the  governments  of  the  Old  World.  For  if,  as  bond 
and  as  base  of  that  alliance,  ceuld  be  established  the  creation  of  an  international 
assembly,  in  the  midst  of  which  would  be  discussed  and  settled  the  differences 
which  might  arise  between  the  contracting  parties,  those  republics  might  glorify 
themselves  with  possessing  an  institution  which  would  commence  and  greatly 
advance  the  confraternity  of  nations  founded  upon  the  immovable  base  of  justice 
established  by  treaties,  and  in  consequence,  the  barbarous  law  of  civil  war 
would  be  abolished.  This  would  be  a  novelty  not  less  extraordinary  than  the 
ereation  and  the  authority  of  the  tribunals  which  were  established  to  render  justice, 
and  which  put  an  end  to  the  duels  and  private  wars  during  the  dark  period 
ealled  the  Middle  Ages.  The  authority  of  the  American  congress  would  be  far 
preferable  to  the  practice  of  arbitrations,  difficult  at  times,  the  most  frequently 
without  guarantees,  and,  until  now,  so  sterile  that,  notwithstanding  their  recom- 
mendation by  the  last  congress  of  Paris,  Portugal  was  refused,  a  short  time 
after  the  publication  of  that  declaration,  this  pacific  means  of  regulating  a 
difference  with  the  French  government,  because  Napoleon  III  had  her  notined 
that  France  recognized  no  otner  judge  of  her  honor  tnan  herself:  singular  honor» 
truly,  and  which  now  exacts  our  ruin  as  a  satisfiiction  of  the  outrage  that  we 
have  inflicted  upon  him  in  defending  our  independence  on  the  plains  of  Puebla, 

Never  will  the  present  government  fail  to  religiously  fulfil  the  conventions  of 
the  treaties  which  regulate  our  relations  with  friendly  powers,  and  by  every 
possible  means  will  it  endeavor  that  the  stipulations  favorable  to  the  republic 
shall  be  observed.  It  is  well  understood  that  our  good  will  cannot  extend  itself 
to  the  stipulations  concerning  France,  and  which  have  now  no  longer  force  in 
virtue  of  the  state  of  war  which  exists  between  that  power  and  the  republic. 
As  for  the  rest,  inasmuch  as  we  have  never,  the  least  in  the  world,  aspired  to 
employ,  in  our  relations  with  foreign  governments,  an  ambitious  or  outrageous 
policy;  since,  on  the  contrary,  we  might  reproach  ourselves  upon  this  point — a 
condescension  which  has  encouraged  pretensions  each  time  more  exaggerated — ^it 
results  that  in  all  the  a£fairs  which  have  connexion  with  international  law,  pub- 
lic or  private,  we  must  confine  to  an  exact  fulfilment  of  our  duties,  and  to  an 
invincible  opposition  to  every  unjust  pretension  contrary  to  the  good  of  the 
country.  The  nation  may  have  an  entire  assurance  that,  let  come  what  will, 
with  the  question  that  the  republic  at  present  so  worthily  supports,  we  will  never 
make  an  unjust  or  dishonorable  peace. 

The  maintenance  and  the  payment  of  our  troops,  and  the  other  cares  of  the 
nadonal  defence,  require  abundant  resources,  which  the  goveniment  will  obtain 
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by  all  the  means  at  its  disposition,  without,  however,  exhausting  the  source  of 
our  riches.  The  government  is  perfectly  convinced  that  the  nation  will  second 
these  efforts  with  its  support,  because  it  feels  most  truly  that  it  owes  to  itself 
the  maintenance  of  an  imposing  attitude  in  order  to  obtain  greater  probabilities 
to  resist  in  the  war,  and  at  last  to  conclude  a  peace  which  could  not  be  advan- 
tageous to  it  by  acting  otherwise. 

Every  liberty,  every  legitimate  interest,  will  obtain  from  the  government  the 
completest  protection,  which  will  only  meet  with  such  restraint  as  the  national 
war  against  the  invader  may  demand.  And,  again,  with  that  sole  restriction, 
the  government  will  act  in  such  a  manner  that  all  the  branches  of  the  public 
administration  shall  follow  their  course,  and,  if  it  is  possible,  a  progressive  course. 

The  government  will  use  all  its  efforts,  as  heretofore,  to  assemble  the  general 
congress,  because  now,  more  than  ever,  it  would  be  proper  that  the  first  of  our 
powers  should  not  present  itself  upon  the  political  arena.  This  absence,  in  fact 
might  cause  it  to  be  understood  that  foreign  invasion  had  already  commenced  to 
trouble  our  internal  regimen.  Besides,  the  government  ardently  desires  that  its 
progress  shall  be  subordinate  to  the  just  inspirations  of  the  people's  representa- 
tives,  giving  them  an  account  of  its  acts,  provoking  the  deliberations  that  the 
public  eood  require,  and  meriting,  in  their  enlightened  and  conscientious  judg- 
ment, the  confidence  which  it  requires  in  order  to  respond  to  the  noble  aspira- 
tions of  the  country. 

The  declarations  of  the  state  of  siege,  which  have  interrupted,  in  some  of  the 
States,  regular  order,  will  now  be  revised  in  an  eminently 'liberal  spirit.  They  will 
not  be  maintained;  and  henceforth  those  exceptional  measures  will  only  be 
taken  in  the  isolated  cases  in  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  avoid,  by  any 
other  means,  the  perils  that  the  presence  or  the  approach  of  the  invading  forces 
and  their  allies,  the  traitors  to  the  country,  would  cause,  or  to  calm  the  violent 
discords  of  some  State,  or  to  vanquish  the  resistance  of  some  governor  refusing 
to  comply  with  the  president's  orders;  for  the  latter  will  not  consent  to  any  con 
tempt  of  his  constitutional  power,  increased  by  the  vote  of  congress,  when  by 
the  national  will,  and  from  the  nature,  even,  of  the  peril  that  menaces  us,  the 
voice  of  him  who  represents  the  nation  should  be  everywhere  promptly  obeyed. 
But  the  government  will  take  care  to  prevent  the  declaration  of  the  state  of 
siege  giving  rise  to  other  extra  legal  powers  than  those  rendered  indispensable 
for  the  maintenance  of  peace,  and  in  order  that  the  respective  populations  may 
co-operate,  like  all  the  others,  in  the  national  defence.  Finally,  the  measures 
which  have  just  been  taken  concerning  the  state  of  siege  of  Tlaxcala,  is  a  sure 
guarantee  of  the  system  which  the  administration  proposes  following  in  these 
kind  of  affairs.  Its  respect  for  the  States'  franchises,  for  their  political  capacity, 
is  as  great  as  profound;  for  it  knows  that  those  different  centres  of  action  pre- 
serve throughout  the  republic  civil  life  and  liberty,  which  it  would  be  impossible 
to  obtain  otherwise  upon  so  vast  a  territory  as  that  of  the  Mexican  republic. 
But,  nevertheless,  it  cannot  carry  that  respect  to  the  point  of  compromising  the 
existence  and  the  honor  of  the  country,  and  consequently  the  existence  of  that 
federative  form  itself;  for  that  form  would  only  serve  to  precipitate  its  ruin  if  it 
was  not  confined  to  its  natural  limits — that  is  to  say,  within  the  bounds  fixed 
by  the  national  act  which  fortified  the  government's  action. 

The  sound  judgment  of  the  nation,  the  excellent  spirit  which  animates  it, 
inspires  the  government  with  the  confidence  that  it  will  be  but  rarely  necessary 
to  nave  recourse  to  coercive  measures.  It  is,  on  the  other  hand,  assured  that 
its  appeal  to  the  people  will  continue  to  produce  the  spontaneous  co-operation 
of  all  Mexicans. 

Everything  usefol,  everything  patriotic,  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  the  right 
of  assembling,  will  be  amply  favored,  in  order  that  those  powerful  agents  may 
contribute  to  the  triumph  of  the  national  cause. 

But  enlightened  and  patriotic  men  will  comprehend  that,  during  such  a  war 
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as  this,  it  is  impossible  to  ayoid  efficaciously  and  promptly  repressing  every 
species  of  manifestation  favorable  to  the  enemy,  and  violent  diatribes  against 
tne  authorities  emanating  from  the  people. 

For  the  rest,  that  patriotic,  reasonable,  and  moderate  opposition — that  oppo- 
sition which  enlightens  without  wounding  or  scandalizing — ^far  from  being  per- 
secuted, will  excite  the  gratitude  of  the  government,  whose  whole  satisfaction 
consists  in  doing  well. 

The  situation  imperiously  exacts  that  no  clemency  should  be  used  towards 
traitors.  The  government  will  take  proper  measures,  in  order  that  that  black 
and  perfidious  ingratitude  on  the  part  of  those  men  who,  after  having  struggled 
against  liberty  and  reform,  have  turned  against  their  country  the  arms  that  she 
had  generoudy  confided  to  them  to  sustain  their  independence,  shall  not  be  re- 
peat^ in  the  niture. 

The  bands  of  factious  thieves,  remains  of  the  reaction  and  allies  of  France, 
who  have  crowned  all  their  crimes  by  the  blackest  of  all  misdeeds,  will  be 
pursued  with  the  utmost  rigor.  The  government  will  arrange  so  as  to  seize  upon 
all  those  cowardly  fomentors  of  machinations  who  conspire  in  the  dark  to  de- 
vastate and  dishonor  their  country,  and  will  punish  them  severely. 

On  the  contrary,  it  will  prove  its  special  predilection  for  our  glorious  army  of 
the  eaat,  and  for  the  brave  men  who,  marching  in  its  footsteps,  will  testify  their 
valor  and  give  an  example  of  all  the  eminently  republican  virtues. 
^  Reform  will  be  maintained  and  developed  in  a  democratic  direction,  and  in  the 
enlightened  principle  of  the  complete  independence  of  religious  matters  ^m  those 
of  the  state.  The  abuses  which  have  arisen  will  be  corrected  with  a  firm  hand, 
and  the  influence  of  the  preachers,  to  whatever  belief  they  may  belong,  must 
restrict  itself  to  the  affairs  of  their  ministry,  without  causing  the  least  inconve- 
nience to  the  public,  and  without  in  anywise  obstructing  the  acts  of  civil  life. 

Such  are  the  principal  bases  of  the  policy  which  the  government  thinks  ne- 
cessary to  foUow  in  the  difficult  situation  of  the  republic. 

The  government  has  perfect  confidence  that  the  republic  will  save  itself,  be- 
cause it  sees  every  day  what  this  magnanimous  nation  is  capable  of;  because  it 
is  convinced  that  it  will  not  allow  itself  to  be  deceived  by  the  artful  manoeuvres 
of  a  prince,  who,  even  while  offering  his  friendship  to  Mexico,  wases  upon  her 
a  war  iniquitous  in  its  object  and  in  its  means,  and  who,  even  while  protesting 
his  respect  for  the  nation's  vote,  menaces  to  destroy  precisely  the  government 
emanating  from  universal  suffrage,  as  if  that  government  was  not  an  image  of 
the  majesty  of  the  Mexican  people,  or  as  if  the  power  that  it  exercises  by  the 
fi-ee  will  of  the  country  was  only  the  price  of  perfidious  and  bloody  deeds.  He 
has  only  sent  his  legions  to  Mexico  in  order  that  the  satisfaction  arising  from 
military  glory  may  prevent  great  and  sympathetic  France  from  feeling  the 
whole  weight  of  a  tyranny  to  which  she  has  been  unaccustomed.  But  Napo- 
leon III  luis  not  and  never  will  attain  to  the  grandeur  and  to  the  power  of  the 
Emperor,  his  uncle ;  and  if  that  extraordinary  man  succumbed,  impelled  by  a 
universal  hatred,  it  is  an  incontestable  proof  for  us  that  the  greatest  genius 
cannot  for  any  length  of  time  trample  with  impunity  upon  a  people's  rights  of 
justice  and  of  liberty.  The  Emperor  of  the  French  has  entered  upon  the  path 
of  intervention,  which  was  already  so  fatal  to  France,  both  when  she  committed 
the  aggression  and  when  she  was  the  victim  of  it. 

We  rely  upon  the  approbation  and  the  sympathies  of  the  great  liberal  party, 
uot  only  in  America,  where  we  have  a  community  of  interests  with  other  na- 
tions, but  also  in  Europe,  with  which  we  have  nothing  in  common,  if  it  is  not  a 
Bentiment  of  justice.  Among  the  French,  themselves  oppressed,  ail  the  men  of 
honor,  all  the  men  distinguished  by  their  knowledge,  who  have  not  allowed 
themselves  to  be  gained  by  the  corrupting  influence  of  the  imperial  government, 
are  for  and  with  us.  France's  allies,  even,  abandoned  her  when  they  were  able 
to  comprehend  the  unjustifiable  designs  of  a  prince  who,  from  his  insatiable 
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thirst  of  dominion,  from  his  utter  contempt  of  plighted  faith,  hj  his  system  of 
political  intervention,  is  and  should  be  regarded  by  all  as  the  enemy  of  hxmian 

There  is  still  another  motive  which  should  fortify  the  mind  of  the  nation  in 
this  war,  upon  its  part  so  just  and  so  noble,  and  that  is  the  recollection  of  the 
prodigies  performed  by  our  fathers  in  the  bloody  struggle  that  they  had  to  sus- 
tain against  the  colonial  government.  The  Spanish  forces  were  not  found  only 
in  such  or  such  places  of  the  territory ;  they  were  found  everywhere  and  in 
everything — in  the  administration,  in  the  militia,  in  the  family,  in  all  the  tra- 
ditions, in  all  the  ideas  then  reigning.  And  yet  our  fathers  struggled  against 
this  colossus,  with  a  thousand  supports,  dating  back  three  centuries,  until,  at 
last,  they  succeeded  in  delivering  their  country,  and  thus  converting  to  an  im- 
mense gloiy  their  immense  past  shame  and  their  immense  misfortune.  Thanks 
to  the  heroism  and  the  admirable  constancy  of  those  eminent  men,  and  thanks, 
also,  to  the  numerous  legions  of  the  people,  who,  at  the  end  of  a  terrible  revolu- 
tion, extended  its  liberty  and  established  reform,  that  nation  is  to-day  stronger 
and  more  powerful  than  ever ;  it  will  know  how  to  multiply  its  sacrifices  in 
order  to  preserve  intact  the  inheritance  of  its  ancestors.  It  will  thereby  merit 
the  title  of  the  ''bulwark  of  the  American-Latin  race;"  and  will  become  the 
admiration  of  the  world  by  continuing  the  magnificent  traditions  of  republics, 
triumphing  in  their  wars  with  the  most  powerful  despots. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  publish  this  communication,  and  accept  the  assurances  of 
my  distinguished  consideration. 

Liberty  and  reform !     Mexico,  August  29,  1862. 

FUENTE. 

The  Citizen  Oovbbnor  of  the  State  of -. 

Washington,  October  31,  1862. 
A  true  copy, 

BOMERO. 


No.  2. 

[Circular.] 

Department  of  Interior  and  Foreign  Affairs* 

Mexico^  September  23,  1861. 

The  government  of  the  federation  receives  every  day  innumerable  proofs  of 
the  decision,  generaliSBed  in  all  the  republic,  to  repulse  the  iniquitous  humiliation 
to  which  the  Emperor  of  the  French  would  reduce  it.  The  president,  obeying 
the  exigencies  of  his  duty,  the  inspirations  of  his  patriotism,  and  the  faith  of  his 
word  solemnly  plighted,  is  resolved  to  insure,  by  all  the  means  which  he  can 
dispose  of,  the  triumph  of  the  national  cause,  by  preparing  a  vigorous  defence 
throughout  the  whole  country,  and  in  thus  showing  that  the  Mexicans'  lave  for 
liberty  and  the  honor  of  their  nation  inspires  them  with  the  supreme  resolution 
to  defend,  foot  by  foot,  the  country's  soil  against  the  armies  that  combat  to  offer 
it,  as  an  immense  spoil,  to  the  perturbator  of  the  peace  of  the  world. 

Li  consequence,  the  president  has  ei^oined  me  to  tell  you  to  dictate  your  most 
efficacious  orders,  in  oraer  that  in  all  the  centres  of  population  of  your  State* 
where  fortifications  may  be  established  and  alimentary  and  military  provisions 
be  collected,  that,  without  delay,  the  construction  of  the  one  and  the  agglomer^ 
ation  of  the  other  be  proceeded  with,  and  that  you  be  pleased  to  give  weekly 
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an  exact  account  of  what  may  have  been  done  in  execution  of  the  present 
SQpreme  resolution.     Liberty  and  reform. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

FUENTE. 

The  GrOVBRNOR  of  ike  State  of . 

Washington,  October  31,  1861. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


[Frauslation.] 
No.  3. 

Martinique,  August  30,  1862. 

Soldiers:  One  day  you  asked  too  much  from  victory,  which  habitually 
marches  with  your  flag,  and  she  was  for  a  moment  unfaithful  to  you.  A  boast- 
fill  enemy  presumed,  upon  this  temporary  infidelity,  to  pretend  that  he  had  beaten 
the  soldiers  of  Magenta  and  Solferino.  No,  you  were  not  vanquished  at  Puebla ; 
and,  moreover,  you  took  a  noble  revenge  at  Aculcingo,  and,  later  still,  at  Borego. 

On  May  5  the  heroic  courage  of  some  few  hundreds  of  the  most  intrepid  among 
you  threw  itself  against  an  obstacle  which  you  were  not  strong  enough  to  break, 
and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  the  Emperor  now  sends  to  your  aid  sufficient  forces 
to  overcome  all  those  difficulties  which  your  numerical  weakness  could  not  sur- 
mount, in  spite  of  your  bravery.     These  reinforcements  are  following  me,  and  it 
is  with  equal  pleasure  and  pride  that  I  find  myself  placed,  by  our  much  beloved 
sovereign,  at  tne  head  of  such  soldiers  as  you.     You  know  me  and  I  know  you, 
and  this  mutual  confidence  is  the  surest  guarantee  of  success.     In  order  that  this 
success  may  be  prompt  and  complete,  I  require  from  you  the  most  absolute  sub- 
mission— a  discipline  which  must  be  severe,  but  which  will  be  but  paternal  if 
you  will  listen  to  my  advice.    You  will  understand  that  in  a  country  where  dis- 
order is  at  its  height,  where  brute  force  holds  the  place  of  law  and  justice,  you 
must,  as  true  French  soldiers,  set  the  Mexican  nation  an  example  of  order,  and 
excite  in  them  a  desire  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  those  who  govern  them  by  vio- 
lence, and  to  assume,  at  length,  their  rank  among  civilized  people.     It  is  for  you, 
soldiers  of  France,  who  march  at  the  head  of  these  peoples,  to  inspire  the  Mexi- 
cans with  a  noble  envy  of  the  order  and  discipline  which  they  will  see  in  your 
ranks.     Yon  will,  therefore,  respect  persons  and  property;  you  will  scrupulously 
pay  for  everything  you  buy,  and  you  will  not  dirty  your  hands  or  your  con- 
sciences with  riches  derived  from  pillage.     You  will  honor  religion  and  its  min- 
isters ;  you  will  respect  old  men,  women,  and  children ;  you  will  not  disdain  the 
soldiers  whom  you  are  going  to  fight,  for  in  their  veins  is  noble  Castilian  blood. 
Bat  if  you  are  terrible  in  battle  you  will  show  yourselves  humane  after  the  vic- 
tory, and  you  will  treat  as  brethren  those  who,  ashamed  to  lend  the  support  of 
their  arms  to  a  government  of  violence,  may  rally  to  our  flag,  which  is  the  sym- 
bol of  right  and  justice.     By  such  conduct  you  will  prove,  better  than  by  vain 
words,  that  it  is  not  against  the  Mexican  nation  that  yon  are  making  war,  but 
against  those  who  oppress  it,  and  lower  it  in  the  eyes  of  those  civilized  peoples 
among  whom  you  are  now  inviting  Mexico  to  take  her  place. 

FOREY, 
General  of  Diviiion  and  Senator,  Commanding  in  Chief 

the  Expeditionary  Corps  of  Mexico. 

Washington,  October  31,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 23 
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No.  4. 
[Translation.] 

Vera  Cbuz,  September  24,  1862. 

Mexicans  :  When  the  Emperor  Napoleon  intrusted  me  with  the  command  of 
the  new  army,  which  will  very  eoon  join  me,  he  ordered  me  to  make  hie  true 
intentions  known  to  you. 

When,  some  months  ago,  Spain,  England,  and  France,  having  the  same  objects 
to  obtain,  saw  themselves  led  to  join  together  for  the  same  motive,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Emperor  sent  to  Mexico  only  a  small  number  of  soldiers,  leaving 
to  the  most  aggravated  nation  the  principal  direction  to  exact  the  reparation  of 
common  grievances.  But  by  a  fatality,  which  it  was  difficult  to  foresee,  the 
parts  have  been  changed,  and  France  has  remained  to  defend  alone  what  she 
thought  to  be  the  interest  of  all.  This  new  situation  does  not  cause  her  to 
shrink  back.  Convinced  of  the  justice  of  her  reclamations,  and  fortified  by  her 
favorable  intentions  towards  the  regeneration  of  Mexico,  she  has  persevered, 
and  will  more  than  ever  persevere  in  the  object  which  she  has  proposed  to  herself. 

It  is  not  against  the  Mexican  people  that  I  come  to  make  war,  but  against  a 
handful  of  men  without  scruples  and  without  conscience,  who  have  trampled 
upon  the  rights  of  men ;  have  governed  by  the  means  of  the  most  sanguinary 
system  of  terror,  and  who  to  sustain  themselves  have  not  been  ashamed  of  sell- 
ing to  foreigners,  piece  by  piece,  the  territory  of  their  country. 

It  has  been  tried  to  excite  against  us  the  national  feeling,  pretending  to  make 
you  believe  that  we  come  with  the  object  of  saddling  upon  the  country  a  gov- 
ernment to  our  liking.  Very  far  from  it.  As  soon  as  the  Mexican  people  shall 
be  liberated  by  our  arms,  they  will  freely  elect  the  government  which  they  please. 
I  have  the  express  orders  to  declare  to  you  this. 

The  strong-minded  men  who  have  come  to  join  us  deserve  our  special  protec- 
tion ;  but  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor  do  I  call,  without  distinction  of  parties,  all 
those  who  wish  for  the  independence  of  theur  country  and  the  integrity  of  their 
territory.  It  is  not  the  policy  of  France,  on  account  of  a  personal  interest,  to 
meddle  with  the  internal  dissensions  of  foreign  nations ;  but  when,  for  legitimate 
reasons,  she  finds  herself  obliged  to  interfere,  it  is  always  in  the  interest  of  the 
country  where  she  exercises  her  action. 

Remember,  Mexicans,  that  wherever  her  banner  floats,  as  well  in  America  as 
in  Europe,  it  represents  the  cause  of  the  people  and  of  civilization. 

FOREY, 
The  General  of  Divmon,  Senator,  Commanding  in  Chief 
the  Expeditionary  Army  in  Mexico. 

Washinoton,  October  31,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  5. 
[TranBlation.] 

Vera  Cruz,  September  26,  1862. 

The  general-in-chief,  invested  with  all  military  and  political  powers,  makefl 
known  to  the  Mexican  people,  and  in  particular  to  the  innabitants  of  Vera  Cruz, 
according  to  the  instructions  which  he  has  received,  that  the  government  insti- 
tuted by  Sefior  General  Almonte,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  nation,  has  in 
no  way  the  approbation  of  the  French  intervention,  and  that  General  Almonte 
will  be  bound : 

1.  To  dissolve  the  ministry  which  he  created. 
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2.  To  abstain  from  dictating  any  laws  or  decrees. 

3.  That  he  will  give  up  the  name  of  the  supreme  chief  of  the  nation  which 
he  assumed,  limiting  hiihself  hereafter  in  the  most  exact  manner  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Emperor,  which  are  to  proceed  as  far  as  possible,  with  other  Mex- 
ican generals  placed  under  the  protection  of  our  flag,  to  the  organization  of  the 
Mexican  army. 

The  general-in-chief,  invested  with  all  military  and  political  powers,  appoints 
Senor  Don  Manuel  Maria  Serrano  the  chief  alcalde  of  this  city  and  district  in 
the  place  of  Senor  General  Don  Adrian  WoU,  whose  resignation  has  been 
accepted. 

Senor  Serrano,  to  whom  all  the  civil  authorities  will  be  subordinate,  is  charged 
with  the  appointment  of  all  the  civil  subordinate  employes  of  his  administra- 
tion. 

With  such  an  appointment  the  general-in-chief  gives  to  the  Mexican  people  a 
testimony  of  the  loyalty  of  the  intentions  of  the  Emperor,  shown  in  his  procla- 
mation. Senor  Serrano,  who,  by  the  vote  of  his  fellow  citizens,  has  exercised 
at  different  times  municipal  functions  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Vera  Cruz,  has  been  appointed  as  the  most  acceptable  representative  of  the 
majority  of  the  honorable  Mexicans,  to  whom  the  French  nation  has  just 
appealeid  and  asked  for  their  concurrence. 

FOREY, 
General  of  Division,  Senator,  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Expeditionary  Army  in  Mexico. 

Washington,  October  31,  1862. 
This  is  a  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  6. 
[Translation  1 

Sacbificios  Roadstead,  September  8,  1862. 

MoNSiBUR  LE  Commandant:  In  reply  to  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me 
the  honor  to  address  to  me,  under  date  of  6th  instant,  relative  to  the  effects  of 
the  blockade  established  by  the  French  navy  off  the  port  of  Tampico,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  authorized  on  my  own  responsibility  to 
moderate  as  much  as  possible  the  rigors  of  that  blockade,  the  principal  object 
of  which  is  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  articles  contraband  of  war.  In  con- 
sequence, so  soon  as  I  can  communicate  with  the  commandant  of  the  Berthollet, 
1  will  modify  the  instructions  which  have  been  given  to  him.  No  obstacle  will, 
therefore,  be  raised,  until  further  orders,  to  the  entrance  of  neutral  vessels  into 
the  port  of  Tampico,  when  it  shall  have  been  proved  that  they  have  not  on 
boani  any  articles  contraband  of  war,  or  passengers  who  may  seek  to  land  for  a 
hostile  purpose  on  Mexican  territory. 

Accept,  sir,  the  expression  of  my  high  consideration. 

JURIEN, 
Vice-Admiral,  Commanding  the  Naval  Force  of  the  Expedition  to  Mexico. 

Commander  Jathan, 

Commanding  her  Britannic  Majesty's  ships  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Washington,  October  31,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
(Tnuslation.] 

Mexican  Lboation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  November  25,  1862. 

Mb.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith  encloBed,  for  the 
information  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  copies,  which  are  men- 
tioned in  the  annexed  index,  of  the  documents  which  I  have  just  received  from 
my  government,  and  which  show  the  condition  of  public  affsdrs  in  Mexico  up  to 
the  end  of  October  last. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


[TraDBlation.] 
MEXICAN  LEGATION  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

Index  of  the  documents  which  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  this  day 
transmits  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States,  annexed  to  its 
note  of  this  date. 


No. 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Cod  tents. 


1862 
Sept.  29 


Oct.  2 

Oct  7 

Oct.  8 

Oct.  3 


6 

Oct. 

3 

7 

Oct. 

2 

8 

Oct 

6 

9 

Oct. 

9 

10 

Oct. 

U 

11 

Oct. 

2 

Mr.  Wagoer  to  Mr. 
Fuente. 


Mr.   Fuente   to  Mr. 
Wagner. 

Mr.  Wagner  to  Mr. 

Fuente. 
Mr.    Fuente  to    Mr. 

Wagner. 
The  diplomatic  corps 

in  Mexico  to  lAi, 

Fuente. 

Mr.    Fuente   to    the 

diplomatic  corpe  in 

Blexico. 
Mr.  Wa{jner  to  Mr. 

Fuente. 
Mr.    Fuente   to  Mr. 

Wagner. 

Mr.  Wagner  to  Mr. 

Fuente. 
Mr.    Fuente   to  Mr. 

Wagner. 
Mr.  Corpancho  to  Mr. 

Fuente. 


Asking  that  foreigners  residing  in  Mexico  be  ex- 
empt from  the  tax  of  one  per  cent,  upon  mova- 
ble and  immovable  property,  decreed  by  the  law 
of  September  12,  1862. 

Answer  to  the  preceding  letter,  stating  that 
foreigners  are  bound  to  pay  said  tax  as  well  as 
Mexicans. 

Stating  that  he  will  advisd  foreigners  to  pay  the 
tax  under  protest. 

Answer  to  the  preceding  letter. 

Requesting  that  the  order  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, expelling  from  the  country  Jecker  and 
other  obnoxious  Frenchmen,  should  not  be  car- 
ried into  effect. 

Informing  them  that  the  Mexican  government  can- 
not accede  to  the  foregoing  request. 

Asking  that  judicial  proofs  of  the  criminality  of  the 
expelled  Frenchmen  be  presented. 

Replies  to  the  foregoing,  setting  forth  that  the 
order  of  expulsion  hau  been  a  purely  administra- 
tive metisure. 

Transmits  a  protest  from  the  house  of  Jecker 
against  the  expulsion  of  its  principal  partner. 

Returning  to  him  the  foregoing  protest  as  inadmis- 
sible. 

Interposes  his  good  offices  in  behalf  of  the  obnox- 
ious Frenchman  expelled. 
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No, 

Date. 

From  whom  and  to 
whom. 

Contents. 

12 
13 

14 

1862. 
Oct.  10 

Oct  U 

Mr.   Fuente   to  Mr. 

Corpancho. 
Mr.  Corpancho  to  Mr. 

Fuente. 

In  reply  to  the  foregomg. 

Recognizing  the  magnftnimfty,  justification,  and 

clemency  with  which  the  Mexican  government 

hag  acted  in  thin  affair. 
Ten  intercepted  letters,  addressed  to  Mr.  Jecker  by 

his  relatives  and  friends  in  Europe. 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Mexican 

States  to  the  federal  congress  thereof  in  opening 

their  session. 
Answer  from  the  president  of  Congress  to  foregoing. 
Manifesto  of  the  Mexican  congress  to  the  nation. 
Decree  of  the  Mexican  congress  clothing  with  full 

powers  the  executive  of  the  oonfe  leracy. 

15 

Oct.  20 
...do-.. 

16 

17 

Oct.  27 
...do... 

18 

Washingtok,  November  25, 1862. 


BOMEBO. 


No.  1. 
[Translation.] 

Mexico,  September  29,  1862. 

Mr.  Minister  :  A  large  number  of  foreigners  have  expressed  to  me  their 
fears  that  the  payment  of  the  new  tax  of  one  per  cent,  on  movable  and  im- 
movable property  on  the  12th  of  this  month  will  be  exacted  from  them. 

As  this  tax  is  exactly  equal  to  the  former  ones  of  one  and  two  per  cent,  on 
capitals,  I  could  not  help  in  my  answer  referring  to  the  last  explanations  and 
resolutions  had  upon  this  subject,  and  according  to  which  foreigners  are  exempt 
from  that  kind  of  contributions.  In  consequence  they  will  not  be  obliged  to 
make  the  report  of  which  article  3d  speaks  in  the  above-mentioned  decree. 

In  fact,  if  we  look  to  the  resignation  and  regularity  with  which  foreigners 
pay  in  their  difficult  circumstances  when  they  cannot  make  enough  even  to 
pay  their  daily  expenses  with  twice  as  much  of  ordinary  import  paid  in  advance, 
and  with  an  extra  charge  of  25  per  cent.,  the  government  must,  for  the  sake  of 
its  own  dignity,  so  manage  that  foreigners  be  not  made  to  contribute  to  the  new 
tax,  which,  however  it  may  be  qualified,  is  only  occasioned  by  the  actual  war, 
the  expenses  of  which  the  nation  must  feel  interested  in  supporting  alone. 

Foreign  governments,  and  their  subjects  residing  in  this  country,  who  now 
view  with  impartiality  this  war  with  France,  would  naturally  change  their 
opinions,  if,  through  extraordinary  taxes  of  a  purely  circumstantial  nature,  they 
should  be  compelled  to  abandon  the  line  of  their  strict  neutrality,  which  is  so 
appropriate  to  the  interests  of  the  Mexican  government. 

Please  to  accept,  J^Ir.  Minister,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

E.  DE  WAGNER. 

His  Excellency  Senor  D.  Juan  Antonio  db  la  Fuente, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Sfc,t  ifc,,  Sfc, 


A  true  copy. 


Washington,  November  25,  1862. 
ROMERO. 
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No.  2. 
(Tranfilation.] 

National  Palace,  Mexico,  October  2,  1862. 

Monsieur  le  Ministre  :  Your  excellency  has  done  me  the  honor  to  announce 
to  me,  by  your  letter  dated  the  29th  of  the  past  September,  that  many  foreigners 
having  expressed  to  you  their  fears  lest  they  should  be  required  to  pay  the  one 
per  cent.,  which  is  the  rate  of  the  new  contribution,  your  excellency  quieted 
them  by  referring  to  the  late  explanations  and  the  measures  taken  in  reference 
to  this  matter,  in  virtue  of  which  foreigners  were  exempted  from  this  class  of 
taxes.  Your  excellency  declares,  in  consequence,  that  these  persons  will  not 
make  the  manifestation  prescribed  by  the  law  of  the  previous  12th  of  Septem- 
ber. Your  excellency  then  solicits  the  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  saying  that 
the  great  unfrequency  of  appeals  by  foreigners,  the  dignity  even  of  the  Mexican 
government,  the  care  that  the  nation  ought  to  take  to  carry  on  the  present 
war  on  its  own  resources,  and  finally,  the  change  that  would  be  effected  in  the 
disposition  of  foreigners  as  to  neutrality  if  this  contribution  should  be  made  to 
extend  to  them,  all  conspire  to  establish  the  exemption  claimed  for  them. 

It  is  painful,  indeed,  to  have  to  inform  your  excellency  that  you  have  fallen 
into  a  serious  error  in  the  judgment  which  you  have  formed  and  transmitted  to 
me  on  this  subject.  The  government  of  the  republic  is  resolved  to  exercise,  in 
all  questions  of  international  right,  public  and  private,  the  full  freedom  of  action 
appertaining  to  it  as  a  sovereign  nation,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances. 

The  unjust  war  which  the  Emperor  of  the  French  has  commenced  against  us, 
far  from  abating,  increases  the  right  which  Mexico  has,  though  your  excellency 
seeks  to  deny  it,  to  establish  general  imposts,  to  the  payment  of  which  not  only 
native-born  citizens,  but  foreigners  also,  without  any  distinction  whatever,  ought 
to  submit;  and  of  this  kind  is  the  tax  of  one  per  cent,  which  the  government 
of  the  confederation  has  imposed. 

There  is  question,  then,  of  a  general  law;  and  your  excellency,  aspiring  to 
deprive  it  of  this  attribute  of  generality  in  favor  of  foreigners  ought,  in  my 
luagment,  to  show,  not  by  special  favors,  but  by  the  testimony  of  treaties  made 
between  Mexico  and  other  nations,  or  else  by  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  or,  in 
fine,  by  generally  acknowledged  usages,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  dignity  of  the 
republic  or  of  its  government  to  establish  imposts  to  weigh  alike  on  its  own 
citizens  and  on  foreigners  residing  within  its  territory. 

I  believe  myself,  then,  sir,  authorized  to  say,  because  I  can  prove  it,  and  will 
in  effect  prove  it,  that  the  teachings  of  the  publicists,  the  conventional  law  of 
nations  acknowledged  by  the  civilized  world,  and  the  international  law  of 
Mexico,  are  perfectly  of  accord  in  recognizing  and  authorizing  in  every  sove- 
reign nation  the  right  of  imposing  general  contributions  obligatory  upon  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country.  Without  seeking  to  amass  the  opinions  of  the  pub- 
licists on  this  point,  I  will  confine  myself  to  a  few,  yet  such  as  to  merit  your 
excellency's  entire  consideration  for  the  authors  who  assert  and  maintain  them. 
I  hegin  with  Kliiber,  who  ought  to  be  for  your  excellency  as  familiar,  at  least, 
and  as  respectable  as  the  best  masters  of  public  law. 

Treating  of  the  independence  of  a  state  in  its  relations  with  the  national 
property,  he  says :  "  There  is  no  sovereign  state  which  is  not  likewise  inde- 
pendent relatively  to  its  finances ;  whence  we  infer  that  its  regulations  on  this 
subject  are  binding  upon  foreigners  as  far  as  regards  their  residence,  their  com- 
merce, and  their  property  in  the  said  state.  In  return  for  the  protection  which 
it  affords  them,  they  are  subject  to  all  taxes  imposed,  ordinary  and  extraordi- 
nary, direct  and  indirect,  real  and  personal**  Notwithstanding  this,  he  con- 
tinues :    "  There  are  some  states  in  which  foreigners,  by  virtue  of  treaties  or  of 
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the  laws,  are  excepted  from  some  imposts  for  a  determinate  time,  and  ordinarily 
It  is  stipulated  in  commercial  treaties  that  contributions  are  to  be  imposed  equally 
mth  native-bom  subjects,  or  sometimes  with  those  of  the  most  favored  nation." — 
(Modem  European  Law  of  Nations,  part  2,  tit.  1,  §  68.) 

Wheaton,  speaking  of  the  commencement  of  war  and  of  its  immediate  effects, 
(Elements  of  Intemational  Law,  part  4,  sec.  17,)  explains  the  meaning  of  residence, 
in  virtue  of  which  a  foreigner  is  exposed  to  reprisals,  and  says  that  the  English 
court  of  admiralty  has  not  mitigated  the  severity  of  the  rules  regarding  private 
individuals,  even  though  the  question  concerned  Englishmen  resident  in  an 
enemy's  country,  on  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities.  To  prove  it  he  quotes  a 
decision  in  which  these  principles  were  applied  to  foreigners  resident  in  Saint 
Eustatius,  and  it  was  declared  "  that  under  every  aspect  they  should  be  con- 
sidered as  subjects  resident;  that  their  persons,  lives,  and  property  were  liable 
to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  state  whose  protection  they  received ;  that 
if  their  residence  there  continued  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  wart  they 
paid  their  contributions^  <w  Jar  as  concerned  thenit  just  as  native-bom  subjects^ 
it  being  beyond  doubt  that  they  should  be  comprehended  among  these  last,** 

In  the  testimony  which  I  have  just  transcribed  I  have  the  double  authority 
of  the  publicist  who  quoted  it  and  of  the  intemational  tribunal  which  assumed 
it  as  the  foundation  of  its  decision. 

I  am  aware  of  the  doctrine  held  by  Vattel,  which  exempts  foreigners  from 
taxes  created  to  sustain  the  rights  of  the  nation.  But,  in  the  first  place,  this 
idea  is  not  supported  by  any  other  publicist,  and  Pinheiro  de  Ferreira,  the  cele- 
brated commentator  of  Vattel,  in  his  note  on  paragraph  106  of  chap.  2,  in  which 
is  found  the  passage  to  which  I  allude,  explains  that  the  traveller,  and  he  who 
is  only  passing  through  a  foreign  country ,  have  the  right,  not  of  total  or  partial 
exemption  from  general  imposts,  but  that  their  quota  should  not  exceed  the  ad- 
tantages  of  which  the  possession  is  guaranteed  to  them.  And  your  excellency 
knows  that  there  is  not  question  at  present  of  travellers,  or  those  simply  passing 
"through,  but  of  residents  in  the  country,  artisans,  merchants,  and  even  landed 
proprietors ;  and  in  mentioning  these  last  I  may,  indeed,  confess  my  surprise  has 
no  limit,  when  I  see  claimed  for  them  an  exemption  to  which  they  are  in  no  case 
entitled,  being,  as  they  are,  on  account  of  their  real  property  and  all  appertaining 
to  it,  considered,  in  every  country,  exactly  equal  to  the  natives  of  the  country 
where  they  reside. 

Besides  this,  Vattel  is  open  contradiction  to  himself,  since,  while  maintaining 
that  a  foreigner  is  exempt  from  paying  the  taxes  imposed  to  sustain  the  na- 
tional rights,  he  declares  him  obliged  to  defend  those  rights  with  his  person. 
"  Foreigners,"  he  says,  "  are  bound  by  the  laws  of  the  State  whilst  they  reside 
m  it,  and  ought  to  defend  it,  since  it  affords  them  its  protection." — (Law  of  Na- 
tions, book  1,  sec.  213.)  Vattel  exempted  property  and  bound  persons.  Much 
more  rational  and  more  worthy  is  the  modem  law  which  exempts  persons 
from  this  service  and  subjects  property  to  general  contributions.  Moreover, 
if  all  writers  on  public  law  agree  in  recognizing  the  power  of  an  invading 
enemy  to  levy  contributions  on  the  inhabitants  of  a  district  subjected  by  his 
arms,  the  question  which  occupies  us  is  decided  by  that  circumstance  alone  in 
favor  of  the  republic,  since  Vattel,  with  other  publicists,  and  common  sense  be- 
fore them  all,  proclaim  that  the  rights  of  war  are  absolutely  the  same  for  both 
belligerents. 

As  far  as  regards  usage,  I  will  rely  solely  on  those  of  modem  times,  since 
those  admitted  in  former  periods  present  a  character  of  rigor  which  the  progresa 
of  philosophy  has  fortunately  mitigated.  In  what  country,  then,  sir,  are  for- 
eigners now  exempted,  in  time  of  peace,  from  paying  the  taxes  which  are  des- 
tined for  fortifications,  for  ships-of-war,  for  the  general  maintenance  of  the  army 
and  navy  ?  If  your  excellency's  position  were  tenable,  from  hence  should  com- 
mence the  exemption  of  foreigners  from  co-operating  in  the  defence  of  the  State. 
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But  if  a  foreigner  contributes  for  all  the  preparations  of  war,  and  this  without 
contradiction,  why  should  he  not  contribute  when  the  time  comes  to  employ 
them  ?  But  laying  reasoning  aside,  I  come  to  real  practice.  In  the  Crimean 
and  Italian  wars  was  there,  perchance,  any  concession  made,  or,  at  least,  any 
demand  presented,  in  this  respect  ?  Is  it  anywise  different  in  the  present  do- 
mestic war  of  the  United  States  1  Why,  then,  is  it  sought  to  impose  on  Mexico, 
and  on  Mexico  alone,  such  trammels  and  humiliating  renunciations,  contrary  to 
the  recognized  usages  of  all  nations,  ancient  and  modem  ?  To  have  for  the 
Mexican  republic  scales  and  measures  different  from  those  used  in  treating  with 
more  powerful  nations  is  an  evident  disregard  of  the  eternal  and  universal  laws 
of  justice,  on  account  of  our  weakness.  But,  for  once,  they  are  deceived  who 
deem  that  weakness  excessive,  and,  in  any  case,  it  would  be  an  enormous  decep- 
tion to  imagine  this  a  seasonable  time  to  compel  us  to  the  acceptance  of  an  in- 
justice, when  the  nation  is  resolved  to  sacrifice  everything  to  secure  its  real  inde- 
pendence. 

To  return  to  the  question,  I  must  confess  myself  totally  ignorant  why  your 
excellency  should  have  asserted  that  the  government  had  resolved  in  favor  of 
foreigners  in  the  case  of  the  one  per  cent,  decreed  in  the  August  of  last  year. 
I  should  have  thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  your  excellency  would  have  retained 
fresh  in  your  memory  the  inflexibility  with  which  that  impost  was  maintained 
against  all  demands  for  exemption,  founded  on  the  rights  of  alienism. 

As  for  the  two  per  cent.,  the  condescension  of  the  general  government  towards 
foreigners  cannot  be  converted  into  a  permanent  right,  because,  in  the  first  place, 
it  was  remunerative,  and  then  it  was  a  simple  act  of  generosity,  but  a  special 
one,  and  without  any  declaration  that  could  authorize  its  application  to  other  im- 
posts reputed,  reasonably  or  unreasonably,  identical  with  that  which  was  the 
subject  of  that  favor.  It  is  well  known  that  the  orders  by  which  it  was  con- 
ceded began  to  be  issued  in  April,  1861,  because,  with  this  condition,  the  com- 
missioners of  the  allied  powers,  then  assembled  at  Orizaba,  had  offered  to  yield 
us  the  custom-house  of  Vera  Cruz.  Events  took  another  direction,  and  the  war 
with  France  supervened;  but  it  appeared  to  the  government  that  to  annul  the 
privileges  already  granted,  or  to  establish  an  inequality  between  foreigners  them- 
selves, exacting  the  tax  from  some  and  remitting  it  to  others,  were  extremes 
equally  inadmissible. 

On  the  12th  day  of  May,  of  the  year  referred  to,  Senor  Doblado,  my  prede- 
cessor in  this  office,  despatched  to  General  T^pia,  governor  and  commandant  of 
Puebla,  a  telegram  in  the  following  terms :  "  You  will  instruct  the  treasurer 
not  to  include  foreigners  in  the  collection  of  the  two  per  cent,  on  real  estate ;" 
which  was  translated,  without  any  conunent,  to  the  diplomatic  agents  accredited 
to  the  government  of  the  president ;  and  this  simple  freedom  from  payment, 
without  the  acknowledgment  of  any  principle  and  without  any  promise  for 
the  future,  is  all  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  exemptions  from  this  tribute  after- 
wards granted.  Whence  is  it  to  be  inferred  that  these  exemptions  are  to  be 
repeated  in  all  taxes  that  may  be  decreed  during  the  war  ?  Foreigners  who 
would  claim  a  permanent  exemption,  without  any  other  reason  than  the  favor 
obtained  for  one  tax,  would  be  guilty  of  a  presumption  which  the  government 
would  not  have  the  slightest  hesitation  to  rebuke.  And  with  regard  to  this  I 
will  transcribe  a  few  conclusive  sentences  from  Kliiber,  already  cited.  Ex- 
plaining the  effects  of  the  dominion  of  a  state,  he  expresses  himself  thus,  (Law 
of  Nations,  part  II,  section  153 :)  "  The  right  of  dominion  of  a  state  being  inde- 
pendent of  all  foreign  influence,  it  follows  that  the  state  may  exclude  all  for- 
eigners, not  only  from  transitory  things  and  the  use  of  its  territory  in  case  of 
necessity,  but  likewise  from  any  other  uses  whatever  to  which  it  might  be  put, 
and  this  without  any  injury  to  the  said  individuals.  Of  these  uses  we  have  as 
examples  the  acts  of  passage,  acquiring  a  residence,  trading,  forming  an  establish- 
ment, obtaining  property.     The  state  is  free  to  refuse  its  consent  to  this  kind  of 
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nse,  except  under  certain  conditions  and  restrictions ;  for  example,  that  of  ^  ^ 
*  *  paying  certain  taxes,  submitting  to  the  laws  of  the  nation  during  the  period 
of  residence  in  it,  •  •  •  that  of  being  treated  as  a  temporary  subject,  &c. 
And  if  in  some  states  policy,  or  the  interest  or  humanity  of  their  governments, 
have  induced  them  to  refrain  from  exercising  these  rights  in  their  rigor,  for* 
eigners  cannot  for  this  reason  claim  a  similar  deference^  as  if  it  were  their  due, 
without  some  special  agreement,  ifc.  To  appropriate  this  use  unjustly  would  be 
a  violation  of  territory,  and  would  expose  a  person  to  be  treated  as  an  offender.** 

But  far  from  the  government  having  subscribed  to  any  stipulation  restraining, 
in  time  of  peace  or  of  war,  its  rights  in  all  such  matters,  it  happens,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  treaties  which  regulate  our  foreign  relations 
contain  the  express  clause  that  foreigners  resident  in  the  country  must  be  sub* 
ject  to  the  same  charges,  taxes,  and  contributions  as  Mexicans,  without  any  other 
exceptions  than  military  service  and  forced  loans.  The  general  rule  is  not 
modified  by  any  distinction  between  the  cases  of  war  and  peace,  between  ordi- 
nary and  extraordinary  taxes.  Yet  there  have  been  in  those  treaties  certain 
points  agreed  upon,  in  the  event  of  war,  without  abating  one  iota  the  obligation 
relative  to  the  payment  of  taxes. 

I  am  aware,  though  I  by  no  means  approve  it,  that  without  regard  to  treaties, 
certain  concessions  are  sometimes  procured  from  a  power  which  are  repugnant 
to  justice.  I  likewise  grant,  what  is  very  simple,  namely:  that  if  in  a  treaty 
there  are  stipulations  contained  onerous  for  one  of  the  parties,  the  one  interested 
in  it  is  pledged  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  other  to  the  introduction  of  any 
change  in  its  agreements.  But  what  is  inexplicable  to  me  is,  that  when  treaties 
exist,  by  which  the  duties  of  the  respective  subjects  on  any  given  point  are 
fixed  with  all  desirable  clearness,  it  should  still  be  asserted  that  it  is  neither 
worthy  nor  honorable  to  require  the  entire  fulfilment  of  these  duties ;  that  a 
state  does  an  injury  when  it  causes  the  execution  of  its  public  treaties  and  that 
it  deserves  the  highest  praise  when  it  engages  to  break  them.  I  doubt  whether 
there  be  an  instance  of  more  flagrant  or  more  violent  insult  in  the  annals  of 
diplomacy,  and  this  insult  is  offered  to  Mexico. 

Now  I,  with  the  assent  of  the  president,  must  declare  to  your  excellency  that 
we  energetically  repel  this  insult,  and  that  the  new  tax  is  to  be  considered,  as 
in  reality  it  is,  directed  to  cover  the  deficit  in  all  branches  of  the  administration 
of  the  government,  as  well  as  what  your  excellency  seeks  to  suppose  it  contrary 
to  the  text  of  the  law,  that  is :  a  contribution  occasioned  by  the  war  and  to  cover 
its  expenses,  foreigners  being  placed  on  an  equal  footine  with  natives  as  to  the 
assignment  of  their  quotas.  Mexico  will  go  no  further,  because  it  has  offered  no 
more  in  its  treaties,  and  it  cannot  and  will  not  consent  to  this  enormous  preju- 
dice to  its  interests,  even  though  urged  to  it  in  terms  more  in  accordance  with 
comity  and  politeness. 

In  the  passage  of  your  excellency's  letter  in  which  you  say  that  the  nation 
would  do  well,  and  the  government  act  with  dignity,  in  exempting  foreigners 
from  this  tax,  which  would  then  be  made  to  fall  exclusively  on  Mexicans,  there 
is  an  error  which  requires  rectification,  and  a  magisterial  assumption  which  we 
cannot  admit.  Mexico  wages  a  national  war,  and  at  its  own  expense,  though  to 
sustain  it  foreigners  partly  contribute,  because  they  are  temporarily  subjects  of 
the  Mexican  government,  and  the  property  which  they  hold  in  the  country  is 
undoubtedly  to  be  considered  national.  "Everything  in  the  territory  of  a  state," 
says  Kluber,  "  is  considered  subject  to  its  sovereignty — quidquam  est  in  terri- 
torio,  etiam  est  de  territorio — until  proof  is  shown  to  the  contrary.  So,  not  only 
the  land  really  inhabited,  but  ^  ^  ^  *  all  that  this  territory  includes,  of 
natural  and  industrial  productions,  appertains  to  the  state.** — (Law  of  Nations, 
part  II,  section  128.)  For  the  rest,  neither  the  republic  nor  its  government  will 
submit  to  receive  lectures  on  dignity,  inasmuch  as  they  give  them  in  a  lofty 
manner  in  which  they  do  not  hope  to  be  reciprocated. 


362  PRESENT  CONDITION  OP    MEXICO, 

If,  in  my  turn,  I  should  wish  to  offer  to  your  excellency  certain  suggestiona 
with  regard  to  your  official  conduct  with  the  government  of  the  republic, 
I  would  say  that  honor  and  duty  would  counsel  you,  in  the  discharge  of  a  mis- 
sion essentially  pacific,  to  respect  right,  though  perchance  it  listens  not  to  the 
dictates  of  benevolence,  and  to  refrain  from  placing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  any 
government  in  its  legitimate  action,  especially  if  that  government  and  the  nation 
which  it  rules  find  themselves  compromised  by  a  grave  and  evident  conflict ; 
and  as  it  is  to  be  feared  that  these  suggestions,  if  made  by  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, would  be  little  regarded,  considering  the  patent  justice  on  which  they  rest, 
I  would  add  that  an  eminent  statesman,  charged,  like  your  excellency,  to  repre- 
sent his  country  near  this  government,  treated  and  resolved  an  identical  Question 
with  that  which  forms  the  subject  of  this  letter,  in  the  same  sense  as  the  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico,  and  both  knowledge  and  rectitude  were  eminently  displayed 
in  his  treatment  of  the  question,  whereby  he  has  made  himself  an  example 
worthy  of  the  imitation  of  his  colleagues,  and  consulted  the  real  interests  of  his 
countrymen.  Your  excellency  will  readily  understand  that  I  allude  to  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Corwin,  the  United  States  minister,  and  to  his  exposition  of  the  10th  of 
March  past,  published  in  the  papers,  and  in  which  he  declared  that  his  fellow- 
countrymen  were  obliged  to  pay  the  contribution  of  two  per  cent,  so  earnestly 
objected  to.  Thus,  then,  by  a  conclusion  rigorously  logical,  though  unfortu- 
nately your  excellency  does  not  coincide  with  it,  it  is  established  that  foreigners 
resident  in  the  country  must,  as  Mexicans  do  themselves,  make  the  manifestation 
ordered  by  the  law  of  the  12th  ultimo,  under  the  penalties  which  that  law 
prescribes. 

If  foreigners  should  be  exempted  from  paying  taxes  because  the  profits  of 
theur  business  have  been  much  diminished,  as  Mexicans  are  in  a  still  worse  con- 
dition on  account  of  their  greater  sufferings,  it  would  be  necessary  to  agree  to 
the  general  suppression  of  taxes  and  the  ruin  of  the  republic.  The  condition 
of  things  is  hard  for  the  nation  in  its  political  capacity,  and  for  its  people  in 
general ;  but  for  that  neither  Mexico  nor  its  government  is  responsible,  sus- 
taining as  they  do  a  just  war  in  self-defence,  but  the  French  government,  which 
has  forced  us  to  defend  ourselves. 

In  order  not  to  expose  myself  to  giving  an  inexact  interpretation  to  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  letter  which  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  and  which 
appears  to  me  somewhat  confused,  I  must  take  notice  of  the  two  senses  to 
which,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  open.  If  in  saying  that  foreigners,  impartial  spec- 
tators of  the  present  war,  would  experience  a  change  of  sentiment  on  account 
of  the  taxes  exacted  of  them,  your  excellency  means  merely  that  their  neu- 
trality would  be  turned  into  sympathy  for  the  French,  I  do  not  understand  why 
this  change  in  their  minds  can  form  a  subject  for  diplomatic  interference ;  but  if 
the  phrase  involves  an  insinuation  that  this  neutrality  to  which  foreigners  are 
rigorously  bound,  and  in  the  inviolable  observance  of  which  their  interest 
clearly  consists,  is  to  be  turned  into  partiality  towards  the  invaders  of  the 
republic,  and  this  partiality  is  to  be  manifested  by  external  and  illegal  acts,  I 
can  assure  your  excellency  that  those  who  may  assume  such  an  arrogant  posi- 
tion will  meet  with  prompt  and  severe  punishment. 

Your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished 
consideration. 

JUAN  ANTONIO  DE  LA  FUENTE. 

His  Excellency  Baron  E.  Dk  Wagnrr, 

Minister  Resident  qfPrussiaf  Sfc.,  ^c, 

Washington,  November  25,  1862. 

A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 
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No.  3. 

[Translation.] 

Mexico,  October  7,  1862. 

Mr.  Minister  :  I  have  read  attentively  the  interestmg  note  of  your  excel- 
lency, of  the  2d  of  this  month,  relative  to  the  new  tax  upon  capitals. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  your  excellency  is  acquainted  with  the  works  on  politi- 
cal economy  which  treat  on  that  subject,  and  which  consider  those  taxes  as 
prejudicial  and  illegal. 

Neither  law  nor  public  opinion  can  justify  them.  But  the  maxims  of  the 
authors  which  your  excellency  has  quoted,  and  some  of  which  are  matters  sub- 
ject to  objection,  could  not  be  applied  but  to  lawful  and  practical  imports,  and 
not  to  taxes,  which  are  acknowledged  as  bad  and  hurtful. 

Furthermore,  the  financial  system  and  social  state  of  Mexico  being  unknown 
to  those  authors  in  the  age  in  which  they  wrote,  their  maxims  cannot  refer  to  a 
state  of  things  entirely  unforseen. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  entirely  unnecessary,  under  the  present  circumstances, 
to  prolong  the  discussion  of  tne  question  of  right  on  which  your  excellency 
treats  so  learnedly ;  but  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  foreigners  should,  for  many 
reasons,  and  even  for  the  interest  of  the  Mexican  government,  be  exempt  from 
that  tax. 

However,  since  the  government  insists  on  the  manner  adopted  towards  for- 
eigners, I  will  not  fail  to  advise  them  to  act  prudently,  yielding  to  force,  but 
reserving  always  their  rights  in  the  matter. 

Accept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

E.  DE  WAGNER. 

His  Excellency  Sefior  D.  Juan  Antonio  de  la  Fuente, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Sfc.,  ifc.,  ifc. 

Washington,  November  25,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  4. 
[Translation.] 

National  Palace,  Mexico,  October  8,  1862. 

Mr.  Minister  :  If  your  excellency,  in  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
from  you,  dated  the  7th  of  the  present  month,  had  merely  indicated  a  desire  on 
your  part  to  put  an  end  to  the  question  concerning  the  obligation  or  non-obligation 
of  foreigners  to  pay  the  tax  of  one  per  cent.,  I  would  have  found  myself  also 
obliged  to  put  an  end  to  this  disagreeable  discussion.  But  besides  thus  stating 
it,  I  must  briefly  make  some  observations  in  regard  to  the  replies  which  your 
excellency  has  thought  proper  to  bring  forward  with  respect  to  one  of  my  argu- 
ments founded  on  the  authority  of  the  publicists,  leaving  without  remark,  good 
or  bad,  all  the  other  reasons  founded  on  the  general  law  of  nations,  and  on  the 
public  treaties  of  Mexico.  Neither  can  I  understand,  nor  has  your  excellency 
been  pleased  to  explain,  why  some  of  the  doctrines  which  I  have  adduced  in 
favor  of  Mexico  should  be  subject  to  objection ;  but  this  is  a  matter  of  little 
import,  since  in  the  same  letter  of  your  excellency  it  is  clearly  admitted  that  the 
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authors  on  the  law  of  nations  favor  the  cause  of  the  republic.  However,  your 
excellency  adds  that  the  writers  would  have  thought  diflferently  had  they  been 
cognizant  of  our  financial  system. 

However  much  we  may  wish  to  dwell  with  respect  on  any  supposition  ema- 
nating from  your  excellency,  it  cannot  have  the  weight  of  a  doctrine  maintained 
by  the  wise  sentiment  of  men  who  have  shed  such  lustre  upon  international  law, 
and  whose  opinions  have  been  generally  accepted  throughout  the  world.  It  is 
also  a  source  of  regret  that  duty  should  force  me  to  add  that  in  your  letter  I 
find  no  argument  worthy  of  consideration. 

The  good  or  bad  points  in  our  tax  system  neither  can  nor  ought  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  diplomatic  discussions,  and  it  would  be  acting  against  the  spirit  of  Mex- 
ican independence  if  the  general  government  were  to  enter  into  any  such  dis- 
cussion, since  it  is  to  them  that  is  confided  the  representation  of  their  rights  in 
their  foreign  relations. 

Your  excellency,  in  order,  alleged  not  doctrines  which  do  not  exist  in  your 
support,  but  the  probability  of  the  existence  of  them  has  been  compelled  to  vio- 
late the  law  of  nations  by  condemning  our  contributions  and  taxes  as  against 
economy.  Your  excellency  well  knows  that  this  branch  is  essentially  and  ex- 
clusively intrusted  to  the  proper  authorities  of  the  nation ;  wherefore,  your 
excellencv  must  know  that,  with  entire  justice  on  my  side,  though  with  no  less 
regret,  I  have  determined  not  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  president 
of  the  republic  any  communication  from  your  excellency  in  which  it  may  be 
attempted  to  interfere  in  the  slightest  degree  in  the  interior  government  of  the 
country. 

Furthermore,  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  it  was  impossible  to  attempt  this 
diplomatic  abuse  more  inefitectually  than  in  the  present  case.  It  is  sincerely  to 
be  regretted  that  the  system  and  principles  of  our  public  revenues  do  not  meet 
the  approbation  of  your  excellency,  but  not  so  much,  allow  me  to  say,  as  if  that 
approbation  were  necessary  in  order  to  establish  and  preserve  the  revenues  of 
the  state. 

If  the  publicists  have  unanimously  maintained  that  foreigners  must  pay  the 
taxes  decreed  in  the  country  where  they  reside,  this  doctrine,  as  its  authors  ex- 
pressly state,  does  not  refer  in  any  manner  to  the  good  or  bad  systems  of  reve- 
nue8>  but  to  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  nations,  and  upon  this  point 
Mexico  is  fully  equal  to  all  of  them,  and  she  will  make  every  effort  to  preserve 
that  equality  to  which  she  has  indubitable  rights,  however  much  it  may  be  at- 
tempted to  ignore  it  by  descrying  her  social  condition  and  bitterly  censuring  her 
system  of  finances. 

If  the  authors  of  the  law  of  nations  ought  to  have  modified  or  extenuated 
the  aforesaid  obligations  of  foreigners,  when  the  revenue  system  of  the  country 
where  they  reside  was  a  bad  one,  the  doctrines  of  these  writers  would  have 
changed  in  the  sense  which  your  excellency  is  pleased  to  consider  them,  with- 
out any  want  of  knowledge  on  their  part  of  the  Mexican  system  of  finances, 
because  the  many  examples  of  inconsiderate  persons  of  bad  faith  and  atrocious 
meanness  employed  as  financial  recourses  in  Europe,  were  fully  known  during  a 
period  certainly  very  much  prolonged.  And  even  if  we  should  consider  them 
at  the  present  day,  they  are  much  needed  everywhere,  in  order  that  political 
economy  should  precisely  be  applied  to  the  system  of  contributions. 

Your  excellency's  supposition  upon  the  possible  opinion  of  the  publicists  is 
but  the  consequence  of  a  certain  policy  sustained  for  many  years,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  Mexico,  and  in  virtue  whereof  it  was  designed  to  do  away  with  all  prin- 
ciples, all  customs,  and  all  authorities  when  it  is  attempted  to  injure  this  nation. 

The  very  war  itself  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  will  decide  whether  Mexico 
is  really  a  sovereign  nation,  or  whether  she  is  to  be  treated  in  an  exceptional 
manner,  in  contempt  of  the  law  which  regulates  the  i-elations  of  peoples  among 
themselves. 
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quest  your  excellency  not  to  speak  of  the  interests  of  the  govern- 
ause  it  is  itself,  under  all  aspects,  the  best  judge  upon  such  a 
in  reference  to  the  many  reasons  which  your  excellency  states 
persisting  in  the  opinion  that  foreigners  should  be  exempted  from 
ion,  as  your  excellency  makes  no  application  of  these  reasons,  it  is 
r  me  to  take  them  into  consideration. 

llency  reserves  them  to  yourself;  you  only  reply  in  the  manner 
3  only  of  mine,  and  still  you  inform  me  that  you  still  retain  your 
that  in  this  position  you  will  advise  foreigners  not  to  yield  a  loyal 
the  law,  as  they  should  do,  but  that  they  yield  to  force,  as  if  it 
relating  to  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  public  authority  to  their 

government  a£  Mexico  receives  just  attentions  it  returns  them  with 

3n  it  is  attempted  to  embarrass  it  in  the  use  of  its  national  preroga- 

Iways  know  how  to  exercise  them. 

llency  will  be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  very  distin- 

[deration. 

JUAN  ANTONIO  DE  LA  FUENTE. 
lency  Baron  E.  db  Wagner, 
Minuter  Resident  of  Prustia, 

Washington,  November  25^  1862. 
KOMERO. 


No.  5. 

[rranslatioD.] 

Mexico,  October  2,  18G2. 
$TBR :  The  undersigned,  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  present 
ave  learned  with  regret  of  the  arrest  of  various  foreigners,  to  whom 
authorities  have  given  the  order  to  depart  from  the  capital  within 
ours,  and  to  leave  the  republic. 

-signed  indulge  the  belief  that  the  Mexican  government  will  not 
Feet  a  measure  so  extreme  without  having  evident  proofs  that  these 
ive  conmiitted  hostile  acts  against  the  state,  and  that  their  presence 
{era  some  real  peril. 

rsigned,  in  consequence,  trust  the  government  of  the  republic  will 
)  communicate  to  them  its  final  resolution,  until  which  time  they 
further  and  necessary  communications  as  the  measure  referred  to 

rsigned  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of 
ions  the  assurances  of  their  high  consideration. 

THOMAS  CORWIN, 
?oy  EsUrciardinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  United  States, 

E.  DE  WAGNER. 

FRANCISCO  DE  P.  PASTOR. 

AUGUST  T.  KINT  DE  RODEMBEC. 

MANUEL  NICOLAS  CORPANCHO. 

NARCISO  DE  FRANCISCO  MARTIN, 
llency  the  Minister  op  Foreign  Relations 

of  the  Mexican  Republic, 

Washington,  November  25,  1862. 
B.OMEB.O, 
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No.  6. 

[TranBlation.] 

National  Palace,  Mexico,  October  3,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has 
received  the  collective  not«  which  their  excellencies  the  members  of  the  diplo- 
matic corps,  present  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  have  done  him  the  honor  of  directing 
to  him  under  date  of  to-daj,  with  i-eference  to  the  order  issued  by  the  govern- 
ment for  the  arrest  of  certain  foreigners,  their  withdrawal  from  the  capital  within 
forty-eight  hours,  and  their  departure  from  the  republic. 

Their  excellencies  add  that  they  indulge  the  belief  that  the  general  govern- 
ment will  not  carry  into  effect  this  order  without  having  evident  proofs  that 
these  foreigners  have  committed  hostile  acts  against  the  state,  and  that  their 
presence  in  Mexico  will  be  really  dangerous.  And,  finally,  their  excellencies 
express  the  desire  that  the  government  of  the  republic  will  communicate  to 
them  its  decision  in  this  affair,  reserving  to  themselves  to  make  to  it  such  fur- 
ther communications  as  may  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  measure  in  question. 

The  undersigned,  after  having  received  the  instructions  of  the  president, 
hastens  to  answer  the  points  which,  in  the  same  terms  employed  by  tne  diplo- 
matic corps,  he  has  just  stated. 

It  is  true  that  if  the  government  hesitated  a  moment  as  to  the  Ml  conviction 
which  it  has  that  it  has  decreed  this  expulsion  upon  sufficient  grounds,  it  would 
take  very  good  care  as  to  carrying  it  into  effect,  and  in  this  the  collective  note 
does  it  but  justice;  but  the  undersigned  regrets  very  much  that  the  presump- 
tion of  rectitude  on  the  part  of  the  general  government  was  not  extended  to  the 
time  when  it  took  the  step  treated  of,  and  that  it  should  have  been  limited  solely 
to  the  interval  comprehended  between  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  and  its 
execution. 

And,  notwithstanding,  that  presumption  prima  facie  would  have  been  rea- 
sonable, for  it  is  the  ordinary  rule  of  judgment  which  justifies  the  acts  of  legiti- 
mate governments  in  the  exercise  of  their  faculties  until  another  state  of  things 
is  proved. 

But  the  undersigned  desires  to  persuade  himself  that  the  omission  just  al- 
luded to  was  not  intentional  and  deliberate. 

Entering  into  the  merits  of  the  affair,  the  undersigned  has  to  repeat  in  this 
note  what  he  has  already  had  the  honor  to  state  verbally  to  one  of  tne  minister! 
with  whom  he  has  conferred  privately  and  confidentially  with  reference  to  this 
affair,  that  is  to  say,  that  the  federal  government,  upon  sufficient  evidence, 
examined  in  a  dispassionate  and  lengthened  council,  had  become  profoundly 
convinced  that  the  foreigners  in  question  were,  by  their  conduct,  violating  that 
neutrality  which  is  their  duty,  and  that,  for  this  reason,  their  residence  in  the 
country  gravely  compromised  the  public  tranquility,  and  was  not  without  peril 
to  these  individuals  personally. 

By  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Mexico  the  government  of  the  federation  is 
invested,  at  all  times,  with  the  faculty  of  issuing  passports  and  of  causing  any 
foreigner  not  naturalized  to  leave  the  country,  whose  presence  shall  be  shown 
to  be  prejudicial  to  the  public  tranquillity. 

This  right  of  the  government  becomes  also  a  duty  under  the  present  grave 
situation. 

The  action  of  the  government  has  to  be  as  sudden  as  are  serious  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  republic  is  placed ;  and  repressing  these  dangers  solely  by 
measures  proper  in  even  normal  times,  the  government  of  the  president  has 
desired  to  prove  once  again,  after  so  many  times,  that  it  exercises  with  modera- 
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tion  the  right  of  national  defence,  although  a  war  is  heing  made  upon  Mexico 
equally  unjust  in  its  causes  as  in  its  measures  and  ends. 

The  final  resolution  of  the  government,  therefore,  is  to  carry  into  effect  the 
disposition  to  which  the  honorable  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  have 
referred. 

The  undersigned  has  pleasure  in  reiterating  to  their  excellencies  the  assur- 
ances of  his  high  consideration. 

JUAN  ANTONIO  DE  LA  FUENTE. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Gobwin, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  United  States,  Dean  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps, 

Washington,  November  25,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  7. 

[TranslatioQ.] 

Mexico,  Oetoher  2,  1862. 

Mr.  Minister  :  I  have  just  learned  that  a  dozen  of  Frenchmen  have  been 
arrested  this  morning,  and  that  orders  have  been  issued  to  them  to  leave  this 
capital  within  forty-eight  horns,  and  to  quit  the  Mexican  territory. 

The  expulsion  of  these  foreigners  should  not  be  proceeded  with  without  the 
judicial  proof  being  first  given  that  they  are  really  dangerous  to  the  republic. 
This  measure,  even  if  it  were  justified  in  point  of  public  right  and  of  existing 
treaties,  will  undoubtedly  give  rise  to  new  reclamations,  demands  of  indemnity, 
and  new  burdens  upon  Mexico,  which  its  friends  will  see  with  regret. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  government  will  proceed  with  the  justice  and  cir- 
cumspection which  such  a  step  demands,  and  that  in  any  case  it  will  present 
legal  and  irrefutable  proofs  of  the  hostile  acts  of  these  foreigners,  and  the  real 
injury  their  stay  in  Mexico  would  cause. 

In  default  of  this,  in  view  of  the  trust  confided  to  me,  I  shall  be  obliged,  with 
the  most  sincere  regret,  to  hold  the  members  of  the  government  personally  re- 
sponsible for  all  the  losses  and  injuries  caused  to  the  parties  interested. 

Accept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

E.  DE  WAGNER. 

His  Excellency  Sr.  Don  Juan  Antonio  de  la  Fuente, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  Sfc.,  Sfn.,  Sfc, 

Washington,  November  25,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  8. 
[TranslatioD.] 

National  Palace,  Mexico,  October  6,  1862. 

Mr.  Minister  :  1  have  received  the  letter  which  your  excellency  did  me  the 
Iionor  to  direct  to  me  on  the  2d  instant,  with  reference  to  the  French  subjects 
who  had  been  ordered  to  be  arrested  and  to  leave  the  capital  within  forty-eigbt 
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hours,  and  to  depart  from  the  territory  of  the  republic ;  and  it  is  very  painful  to 
me  to  say  to  you  that  his  excellency  the  president  has  seen  with  as  much  sur- 
prise as  displeasure  the  conceptions  which  that  letter  contains.  This  expulsion 
is  a  purely  governmental  act,  having  nothing  to  do  with  the  judicial  order,  with 
regard  to  which  it  forms  an  entire  excejption,  as  is  seen  by  the  passages  of  the 
constitution  and  the  laws  which  treat  of  it 

The  judicial  proof  which  your  excellency  asks  for  would  be  valueless,  for 
there  are  no  judicial  proofs  worthy  to  be  called  such,  except  those  that  are  re- 
ceived and  examined  in  conformity  with  the  rules  of  judicial  proceedings ;  so 
that,  according  to  the  pretensions  of  your  excellency,  it  would  have  been  neces- 
sary to  proceed  to  the  banishment  by  a  formal  trial,  in  place  of  a  proceeding 
purely  administrative,  or  both  courses  at  once ;  and  these  proceedings  would  be 
so  unusual  and  foreign  to  practice  that  it  is  a  waste  of  time  to  refute  them.  But 
if  the  design  of  your  excellency  has  not  been  to  exact,  in  this  case,  a  tnie  judi- 
cial proof,  but  simply  the  intervention  of  the  judge  to  place  on  record  the  data 
which  the  government  should  present  to  it,  it  is  very  clear  that  by  this  means 
the  judge  would  be  nothing  more  than  the  blind  agent  of  the  government,  which, 
it  appears  to  me,  would  not  satisfy  the  desires  of  your  excellency. 

I  have  to  overcome  a  profound  repugnance  in  having  to  speak  of  the  elemen- 
tary principles  o£  administrative  right,  but  it  is  necessary  to  say,  although  all 
the  world  knows  it,  that  the  means  of  information  in  governmental  practice  are 
very  different  from  those  usual  in  the  judicial  order;  that  the  promptness  with 
which  the  resolutions  in  detail  of  the  government  have  to  be  dictated  and  com- 
plied with  does  not  permit  the  preliminary  of  judicial  proofs ;  and  that  when 
this  rapidity  has  to  be  extreme,  because  the  circumstances  which  demand  the 
measure  are  imperative ;  and,  finally,  when  it  is  necessary  for  their  success  that 
no  one  should  know  of  them,  or  have  reason  to  anticipate  them,  as  precisely 
occurs  in  the  case  of  orders  of  banishment,  then  preliminary  judicial  proof  would 
be  in  every  aspect  not  only  incongruous,  but  destructive  to  the  ends  of  justice. 

Happily  this  is  not  anywhere  required,  and  a  multitude  of  governments  ban- 
ish witnout  contradiction,  and  without  the  necessity  of  these  strange  prelimina- 
ries, such  foreigners  as  may  be  found  prejudicial  to  the  public  tranquillity. 

While  in  a  state  of  war,  it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a  government  of  the 
federation  that  would  render  illusory  and  vain  the  exercise  of  a  faculty  with 
which  it  is  invested  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  country,  even  in  times 
of  profound  peace. 

Your  excellency  has  been  pleased  to  add  that  even  the  full  justification  for 
this  measure  would  not  impede  the  certain  presentation  of  reclamations  against 
the  republic,  and  that  there  would  rest  upon  it,  for  this  reason,  burdens  which 
would  be  seen  with  regret  by  its  friends. 

We  are  thankful  in  supposing  that  our  friends  would  regret  to  see  unjust  ob- 
ligations imposed  upon  us;  but  the  good  offices  of  friendship  would  most 
assuredly  be  better  employed  in  assisting  to  prevent  an  act  of  injustice  against 
us  before  exhorting  us  to  renounce  our  legitimate  means  of  defence— that  is  to 
say,  to  accept  another  manifest  injustice. 

The  government  has  proceeded  in  this  affair,  as  in  all,  with  an  unimpeachable 
spirit  of  justice,  and  it  was  only  after  mature  deliberation  that  it  took  the  step 
now  treated  of;  but  it  denies  its  obligation  to  furnish  to  any  one  judicial  proofs 
of  the  reasons  upon  which  its  resolution  was  based. 

I  have  to  repel,  most  energetically,  the  protest  with  which  the  letter  of  your 
excellency  terminates. 

Your  excellency  cannot  cite  in  your  support  any  other  usage,  right,  or  reason 
than  the  part  now  for  some  time  taken  by  the  government  of  France  and  its 
agents  to  procure  by  all  possible  means  the  injury,  the  humiliation,  and  the  ruin 
of  the  government  of  Mexico. 

But  neither  the  Emperor  of  the  French  nor  your  excellency  has  any  right 
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whatever  to  refuse  to  recognize  in  the  president  of  the  federation  the  represen^siyfl 
tive  of  the  republic.     Only  before  him  are  the  members  of  this  government  re-^ 
sponsible  for  their  acts,  but  not  before  the  authority  of  any  foreign  power,  be  it 
what  it  may.     Equally  valid  would  it  be  for  us  to  impose  upon  your  excellency 
penalties  for  what  you  may  do  in  conformity  with  the  power  and  instructions  of 
the  government  which  you  represent. 

This  is  with  reference  to  the  question  of  right ;  but  in  passing  to  the  question 
of  fact,  it  does  not  in  any  way  surprise  the  Mexican  government  that,  after  so 
many  violations  of  the  rights  of  nations,  there  should  now  be  committed  that  of 
refusing  to  consider  the  president  and  his  ministers  as  a  moral  entity,  invested 
with  the  powers  of  the  country,  and  acting  by  virtue  of  them ;  but  only  as  a  col- 
lection of  private  individuals  to  be  subjected  directly  to  the  rage  of  the  invaders 
of  the  country.     This  offensive  threat  has  no  other  explanation  than  that  it 
is  designed  to  intimidate  the  chief  of  the  nation  and  his  ministers ;  but  in  this 
your  excellency  has  been  most  pitifully  mistaken,  for  the  threat  of  an  unjust 
attack  only  inspires  fear  in  men  without  honor  and  without  dignity.     In  vain 
your  excellency  appeals  to  the  tnist  committed  to  your  charge  for  a  reason  in 
support  of  this  unjustifiable  threat.     For  the  government  of  Mexico,  your  excel- 
lency has  no  other  trust,  with  reference  to  French  subjects,  than  that  of  extend- 
ing to  them  your  friendly  protection ;  and  in  this  trust  it  is  impossible  to  find 
any  authorization  for  the  protest  referred  to,  because  it  would  be  exceeding  your 
rights,  even  supposing  your  excellency  was  invested  with  the  full  diplomatic 
representation  of  France.     For  this  reason,  although  with  great  regret  on  my 
part,  I  am  obliged  to  announce  to  your  excellency  that  henceforward  no  proceed- 
ings of  your  excellency  in  favor  of  French  subjects  will  be  taken  in  considera- 
tion by  the  government  of  Mexico,  when  your  excellency,  upon  commencing 
them,  shall  exceed,  as  in  this  case,  the  limits  of  your  commission. 
Your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  very  distin- 
^ished  consideration. 

JUAN  ANTONIO  DE  LA  FUENTE. 
^Eis  Excellency  Baron  E.  db  Wagnbr, 

Minister  Resident  of  Prussia,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  i^c. 

Washington,  November  25,  1862. 
-^  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  9. 

[Translation.] 

Mexico,  October  9,  1862. 
Mr.  Minister  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  an  extract 
^^    a  petition  which  has  just  been  presented  to  me  by  the  house  of  J.  B.  Jecker 
^*^  Co.,  relative  to  the  arrest  of  the  principal  of  the  house. 

Reserving  to  the  latter  his  rights  and  those  of  his  creditors,  I  have  the  honor 
^^  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

E.  DE  WAGNER. 
His  Excellency  Juan  Antonio  de  la  Fuente, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  Sfc,,  ^c,  Sfc. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 24 


PRESENT   CONDITION   OF     MEXICO. 


DOCUMENT  CONTAINED  IN  THE  ABOVE. 


ifore 

[Extract.]  \^^ 

Mexico,  October  3,  1862.      'a^^t 

*^  ^  Ain  be  permitted,  Mr.  Minister,  to  ask  the  benevolent  attention  of       Th< 

your  exceiit^cy  for  a  moment  to  the  grave  injuries  which  have  been  inflicted  (  thi: 
upon  us.  Mr.  Jecker  is  the  principal  of  the  house  which  bears  his  name,  and  Thi 
to  him  belongs  the  direction  of  its  a£fairs,  not  only  as  principal  partner  but  in  irot^^ 
virtue  of  the  contract  made  with  his  creditors,  who,  confiding  in  his  experience  Her  \ 
and  special  knowledge,  had  left  to  him  the  care  of  great  enterprises  and  of  im-  die  re 
mense  interests.  From  the  sudden  arrest  of  Mr.  Jecker  will  necessarily  result  r  rea* 
a  complete  paralyzation  of  all  its  enterprises  now  under  way ;  and  as,  according  npex^ 
to  the  mining  ordinances,  the  mines,  the  labors  on  which  are  suspended,  may  be  '  the 
denounced  in  a  very  short  time,  the  house  will  lose  not  only  the  immense  capi-  -3c4hei 
tals  it  has  employed  in  these  enterprises,  but  the  property  itself  of  all  its  mines  Bat  i 
and  of  all  its  reduction  establishments.  r^tmi 

To  prevent  such  a  disaster,  it  is  necessary  to  employ  in  time  the  necessary 
funds,  which  will  in  future  be  impossible,  as  Mr.  Jecker  is  no  longer  at  the  head 
of  those  works,  with  which  he  was  specially  charged. 

The  losses  which  will  follow  from  this  situation  of  affairs  will  be  such  that  it 
is  not  now  possible  to  fix  a  sum,  however  enormous ;  the  future  alone  can  in- 
form us. 

In  the  name  of  Mr.  Jecker,  in  our  name,  in  the  name  of  our  creditors — French, 
English,  Spanish,  and  American — we  protest  against  the  losses  and  injuries 
caused  and  to  be  caused  to  us  by  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Jecker,  reserving  to  ourselves 
our  rights  in  full,  to  the  end  of  making  use  of  them  at  the  proper  time. 

We  beg  your  excellency  to  favorably  receive  our  petition,  and  we  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  B.  JECKER  &  CO. 

His  Excellency  Baron  E.  de  Wagnee, 

Minister  Resident  of  Prussia,  ifc,,  ifc,,  ifc. 

Washington,  November  25, 1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


%sra  1 
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Yoor 

His 


A1 


No.  10. 
[TraQslation.] 

National  Palace,  Mexico,  October  24, 1862.  ^^ 

Mi?.  Ministee  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  your  excellency,       t^i 
dated  the  9th  instant,  and  the  copy  enclosed  in  it  of  a  protest  directed  to  your 
excellency  by  the  house  of  Jecker  &  Co.,  with  reference  to  the  arrest  of  its 
principal  partner,  and  I  see  that  your  excellency,  with  this  motive,  reserves  the  1 

rights  of  Jecker  and  of  his  creditors.  -^r 

Very  unpleasant  it  is  to  me,  Mr.  Minister,  that  my  hopes  have  proved  in  vain 
of  averting,  by  the  declarations  I  have  before  had  the  honor  of  directing  to  your 
excellency,  a  dispute  such  as  that  whicli  your  excelleney  has  raised  by  the  note 
referred  to.  I'r 

The  government  of  Mexico  cannot  admit  protest  or  reserve  whatever  of  rights        a- 
against  such  of  its  acts  as  take  place  in  virtue  of  the  national  sovereignty. 

A  protest  is  made  to  protect  or  to  acquire  a  right,  but  no  one  can  contend  that 


I 
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I  foreigner  tan  reclaim  against  the  measure  of  his  arrest  and  banishment ;  always 
opposing  that  the  power  by  virtue  of  which  he  is  made  to  suffer  the  one  and  the 
ither  is  conferred  upon  the  general  government  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
he  republic  without  other  limit  than  its  wise  discretion,  and  not  subject,  conse- 
[uently,  to  revision  or  to  demand  of  responsibility. 

The  protest,  therefore,  is  without  foundation,  and  is  offensive  to  the  dignity 
)f  the  republic. 

This  reserve  of  rights,  which,  for  a  favorable  time,  are  lef^  consecrated  in  the 
protest  received  by  your  legation,  has  only  one  explanation,  and  that  is,  that  in 
)rder  to  give  them  value  a  time  is  awaited,  when,  abandoning  the  course  of  pa- 
nfic  reclamations,  which  undoubtedly  would  be  rejected,  for  their  manifest  lack 
)f  reason  and  of  justice,  and  even  exceeding  the  limits  which  civilization  has 
imposed  upon  the  rights  of  war,  reparations  will  be  exacted  from  the  ministers 
of  the  present  cabinet,  as  your  excellency  has  had  the  boldness  to  pretend,  on 
another  occasion,  treating  of  this  same  affair. 

But  if  such  is  the  idea  of  this  protest,  as  everything  induces  the  belief,  the 
government  of  Mexico  has  one  reason  the  more  for  repelling  it. 

For  these  reasons  1  find  it  necessary,  although  not  without  great  regret,  to 
return  to  your  excellency  your  note,  with  the  protest  which  your  excellency  has 
desired  to  sustain  in  it. 

Your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished 
consideration. 

JUAN  ANTONIO  DE  LA  FUENTE. 

His  Excellency  Baron  E.  de  Waoneh, 

Minuter  Resident  ofPrussia^  c^c,  (^c,  &c, 

Washington,  November  25,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMEEO. 


No.  11. 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Peru, 

Mexico,  October  2,  1862. 

Mr.  Minister  :  The  undersigned,  chargd  d'affaires  and  consul  general  of 
he  republic  of  Peru,  has  the  honor  of  addressing  himself  to  the  most  excellent 
he  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  communicating  to 
lim  that,  by  a  note  which  he  has  just  received  from  his  honorable  colleague,  the 
ninister  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  he  has  been  informed  of  the  actual 
mprisonrtient  of  the  persons  of  some  French  subjects  by  order  of  the  govem- 
nent,  whom  he  thinks  it  is  intended  to  expel  from  the  republic  without  form  of 
rial,  and  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  representative,  they  are  in  every  way 
noffensive. 

His  excellency  the  minister  of  Prussia  has  requested  the  undersigned  to  in- 
erpose  his  good  offices  with  the  government  of  your  excellency,  and  the  under- 
igned  hastens  to  do  so,  relying  on  the  justification  of  the  Mexican  government, 
ind  in  that  it  will  not  see  in  this  step  but  the  lively  interest  which  the  under- 
iigned  feels  that  the  difficulties  in  which  the  relations  between  Mexico  and 
Trance  are  at  this  day,  unfortunately,  involved,  may  not  be  aggravated  anew,  and 
lIso  because  a  measure  (in  the  event  of  its  being  hasty)  may  not  happen  to  the 
lishonor  of  the  reputation  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

The  undersigned  concludes  by  requesting  your  excellency  to  consider  the  act 
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which  prompts  this  communicatioH  under  the  point  of  view,  eminently  civilizing 
and  humanitarian,  which  has  ever  guided  your  policy,  and  he  avails  himself  with 
pleasure  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  distinguished  consid- 
eration and  high  esteem  with  which  he '  subscribes  himself  your  most  obedient 
servant 

MANUEL  NICOLAS  CORPANCHO. 
The  Most  Excellent  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations 

of  the  United  Mexican  States, 

Washington,  November  25,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  12. 

[Translation.] 

National  Palace,  Mexico,  October  10,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  Mexican  republic,  had  the 
honor  to  receive  in  due  course  the  note  which  the  chargd  d'affaires  and  consul 
general  of  Peru  addressed  to  him  on  the  2d  of  the  present  month,  interposing  his 
good  offices  in  reference  to  the  imprisonment  and  banishment  of  several  French 
subjects. 

The  undersigned  requests  his  excellency  to  excuse  him  for  not  having  replied 
more  opportunely  to  this  note,  first,  because  of  the  illness  which  recently  over- 
took the  undersigned,  and,  furthermore,  because  a  very  few  days  after  the  receipt 
of  the  note  at  the  department  the  undersigned  spoke  with  your  excellency  upon 
the  subject-matter  of  it. 

Apart  from  this,  Mr.  Corpancho  having  joined  his  name  to  that  of  the  other 
honorable  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  to  authorize  the  collective  note  which 
was  sent  to  the  undersigned  upon  this  disagreeable  affair,  when  once  replied  to, 
as  it  was,  the  replying  to  this  one  did  not  now  appear  so  urgent,  which  had  come 
subscribed  by  his  excellency  alone. 

The  undersigned  can  at  last  comply  with  this  duty  by  making  known  to 
Mr.  Corpancho  that  the  government  of  the  federation  is  grateful  to  him,  as  it  is 
due,  both  for  the  interest  which  he  is  pleased  to  take  in  that  our  present  situa- 
tion may  not  become  more  complicated,  as  for  the  terms  in  which  he  urges  the 
government  to  consider  this  matter  anew. 

But  his  excellency  must  persuade  himself  that  the  government  of  the  federa- 
tion cimnot  nor  ought  not  to  think  that  the  abandonment  of  its  means  of  defence 
will  infuse  moderation  in  the  counsels  of  an  enemy  which  wages  war  against  it 
in  open  violation  of  the  law  of  nations.  Furthermore,  in  order  to  respond  wor- 
thily to  the  unlimited  confidence  of  the  country,  the  government  should  remove 
those  foreigners  from  the  Mexican  territory  who,  by  their  vituperable  conduct, 
had  come  to  be  a  constant  threat  to  its  internal  peace ;  and  the  undersigned 
hopes  that  Mr.  Corpancho  will  convince  himself,  upon  reflection  thereon,  that 
neither  humanity  nor  civilization  suffers  any  offence  whatever,  because,  under 
extraordinary  circumstances,  the  government  should  exercise  an  authority  with 
which  it  finds  itself  invested  in  ordinary  times.  This  act  of  interior  administra- 
tion is  really  one  which  cannot  be  attacked. 

The  undersigned  would  have  desired  that  the  high  obligations  of  the  general 
government  should  not  have  prevented  him  from  accepting  the  good  offices  of 
Mr,  Corpancho,  whose  benevolent  dispositions  towards  Mexico  are  so  manifest 
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in  this  act  of  his  excellency,  as  in  all  his  official  correspondence  with  this  gov- 
ernment. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excel- 
lency the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

JUAN  A.  DE  LA  FUENTE. 
Mr.  Manuel  Nicolas  Gorpancho, 

Charge  de  Affaires  of  the  Republic  of  Peru, 

Washington,  November  25,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  13. 

[Tranulation.] 

Legation  of  Peru, 

Mexico,  October  14,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  chargd  d'affaires  and  consul  general  of  the  republic  of  Peru» 
has  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  despatch  of  his  excellency  the  minister  of 
foreign  relations,  with  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  reply  in  the  most  courteous 
terms  to  that  which  the  undersigned  addressed  to  him,  interposing  his  good 
offices  in  favor  of  the  French  sul^ects  who  have  been  banished  from  the  Mexi- 
can territory. 

The  undersigned,  who  is  the  first  to  acknowledge  the  measures  of  the  govern- 
ment which  are  exercised  within  the  circle  of  its  soveireign  attributes,  and  who, 
in  the  act  of  his  friendly  mediation,  has  not  departed  from  this  ftmdamental  idea, 
ought  not  to  have,  and  has  not,  anything  to  say  in  reply  to  a  measure  which  has 
been  carried  into  effect  in  the  exercise  of  the  rights  which  are  beyond  the  ex- 
amination of  the  undersigned.  Upon  this  point  the  undersigned  has  never 
entertained  the  slightest  doubt,  and  thus  the  official  part  which  he  has  taken  in 
this  act,  both  in  conjunction  with  his  respectable  colleagues,  the  gentlemen  mem- 
bers of  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  separately,  has  not  signified  the  disavowal  of 
the  sovereignty  and  independence  ef  the  government,  nor  even  the  extra  limita- 
tion of  powers  which  are  not  annexed  to  his  public  character  and  are  not  derived 
from  it.  The  magnanimity,  and  even  the  clemency,  with  which  the  Mexican 
government  fulfils  its  great  duties  in  the  midst  of  the  storm  through  which  the 
republic  is  passing,  were  the  motives  which  encouraged  the  undersigned  to  hope 
that  the  condition  of  the  subjects  of  a  power  with  which  Peru  maintains  friendly 
relations  might  in  some  manner  be  modified,  and  whose  minister,  accidentally 
charged  with  the  protection  of  these,  besought  the  assistance  of  the  undersigned. 
He  regrets  that  in  this  instance  the  government  has  not  been  able  to  reconcile 
the  generosity  of  its  feelings  with  the  exigencies  of  its  obligations,  and  that  it 
has  had  no  room  for  the  moderation  of  which  it  has  given  us  evidences,  which 
elevate,  in  the  highest  degree,  the  name  of  Mexico  among  the  nations  who  pro- 
fess in  times  of  war  the  most  humane  principles. 

It  has,  therefore,  been  most  gratifying  to  the  undersigned  that  the  enlight- 
ened administration  of  his  excellency  the  president  has  become  fully  satisfied 
of  the  entirely  friendly  spirit  which  controlled  him  in  the  act  upon  which  this 
communication  dwells.  The  sentiments  which  his  excellency  the  minister  of 
foreign  relations  has  avowed  in  it  are  the  same  with  which  he  has  ever  been 
inspired  in  behalf  of  a  republic  which  that  of  Peru  desires  to  see  always  free 
and  independent  and  sovereign,  and  at  peace  with  all  the  nations  of  the  world. 

The  undersigned  accepts,  recognizing  their  full  value,  the  reasons  which  his 
excellency  has  been  pleased  to  express  to  him,  to  explain  to  him  the  slight 
delay  in  his  reply,  it  being  matter  of  regret  to  him  to  find  among  them  the  ill- 
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ness  of  Mr.  la  Fuente,  in  whose  talents  and  patriotism  Mexico  possesses  such 
well-founded  hopes. 

Wishing  him  a  speedy  recovery,  the  undersigned  is  most  happy  to  renew  to 
him  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

MANUEL  NICOLAS  CORPANCHO. 
The  Most  Excellent  the  Minister  op  Foreign  Relations 

Of  the  United  Mexican  States. 

Washington,  November  25,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 

No.  14. 

INTERCEPTED  CORRESPONDENCE, 

Addressed  to  the  French  subject  J,  B.  Jecker,  residing  in  the  city  of  Mexico; 
published  by  authority  of  the  minister  of  foreign  relations. 

[Translation.] 

Paris,  August  31,  1862. 

My  Dear  Uncle  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters,  dated 
in  Mexico,  the  16th  July — ^the  delay  in  the  arrival  of  which  has  caused  me  so 
much  uneasiness,  not  coming  to  hand  until  four  days  after  the  receipt  of  the 
July  mails,  that  I  could  not  help  manifesting  it  in  my  last  letter  of  the  15th 
August.  Yours  arrived  on  the  17th,  the  delay  being  due,  according  to  the  In- 
dependence Belge^  to  a  superior  order,  which  clearly  indicates  the  uneasiness  of 
the  government  with  reference  to  the  position  of  Lorencez.  The  order  pre- 
scribed the  suspension  of  the  distribution  of  the  letters  from  Mexico  until  the 
cabinet  of  his  Majesty  should  have  fully  examined  its  despatches. 

I  have  also  just  received  your  last,  of  27th  July,  at  hand,  by  way  of  South- 
ampton. 

Complete  statu  quo — paralyzation  of  affairs — ineriice  of  Lorencez  !  Fortu- 
nately, Forey  is  on  the  way  to  take  the  direction  of  the  war,  and  will  be  there 
by  the  beginning  of  the  last  half  of  September,  as  it  is  now  some  twelve  or 
thirteen  days  since  he  left  Europe.  He  aspires  to  a  marshalship,  and  will  not 
sleep  on  the  road. 

As  this  packet  brought  scarcely  any  news,  I  have  availed  myself  of  your 
letter,  and  that  of  Javier,  to  write  immediately  a  short  article  upon  the  refusal 
of  Juarez  to  ratify  the  Prim-Doblado  treaty,  and  I  have  taken  care  to  make 
specially  apparent  the  sagacity  of  the  conduct  and  the  correctness  of  the  ideas 
of  Mr.  de  Saligny  with  reference  to  the  liability  of  Juarez  and  of  his  govern- 
ment. While  Saligny  is  so  useful  to  usy  it  is  well  to  employ  all  possible  means 
to  strengthen  his  credit.  The  journals  will  enlarge  upon  this  theme  from  pa- 
triotism, and  will  contrast  the  triumph  of  his  policy  with  the  inefficiency  of 
Prim.  In  conclusion,  I  touch  lightly  upon  the  affair  of  the  bonds,  showing  the 
impossibility  of  believing  in  the  protests  of  Juarez  against  private  contracts, 
celebrated  with  the  solemn  guarantee  of  the  legations,  when  he  gives  such 
proofs  of  his  lack  of  honor.  This  article,  I  believe,  will  produce  a  salutary  effect 
and  will  attract  attention,  being  the  first  to  expose  the  Jesuitism  of  Juarez,  now 
that  the  packet  brings  us  no  news  whatever  from  Mexico. 

As  you  do  not  make,  in  your  last  letter,  any  inquiries  to  which  I  have  to  re- 
spond, I  will  embrace  this  opportunity  to  communicate  to  you  some  items  of 
information  which,  I  think,  will  be  interesting  to  the  house,  and  which  I  have 
collected  with  much  care.  I  have  had  some  difficulty  in  my  relations  with 
father's  friends  on  account  of  my  young  appearance,  and  they  were  inclined  to 
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treat  me  in  a  formal  manner ;  but,  thank  Heaven,  after  some  persistence  on  my 
part,  and  some  careful  conversations  to  show  them  how  fully  I  was  informed 
with  reference  to  the  business,  they  have  given  me  their  full  confidence,  and  I 
am  now  in  a  position  to  be  useful  to  the  house  to  the  utmost  extent  of  my  ability. 
To  proceed ;  Your  letter  of  the  16th  July,  directed  to  the  receptor  by  way  of 
San  Nazario,  has  been  presented  entire  before  the  eyes  of  his  Majesty,  as  has 
been  done  with  the  previous  ones  when  their  tenor  has  permitted,  and  I  believe 
the  same  has  taken  place  with  that  received  by  this  packet.  His  Majesty  likes 
your  clear  and  concise  style,  and  your  general  observations  have  attracted  his 
attention.  Our  friend  has  particularly  recommended  to  me  to  charge  you  to 
send  your  letters  in  two  separate  sheets,  one  of  which  can  treat  of  general 
matters  of  observations  on  the  course  of  events  and  of  their  direction,  leaving  it 
to  your  sagacity  to  give  them  such  a  turn  as  may  be  advantageous,  and  of  pro- 
ducing a  close  connexion  between  the  interests  of  the  house  and  the  general 
interests,  although  without  insisting  too  much  upon  this  point.  The  other  sheet 
can  treat  of  conndential  matters. 

The  person  whom  you  believed  in  Orizaba  when  you  wrote  your  last  letter 
has  returned  to  France  since  the  16th  August.  He  remained  a  month  at  Vera 
Cruz  without  being  able  to  go  to  Orizaba,  because  being  on  friendly  terms  with 
Mr.  de  Saligny,  and  also  having  very  intimate  relations  with  Lorencez,  he  would 
not  have  known  what  to  have  done  between  these  two  gentlemen.  He  also 
remained  some  time  in  Martinioue.  I  had  a  very  long  conversation  with  him 
on  the  23d  August,  the  day  of  nis  arrival  in  Paris,  to  which  place  I  again  re- 
turned on  the  27th,  as  he  was  to  leave  the  2d  September,  in  order  to  arrive  in 
Mexico  in  October,  as  I  wrote  to  my  father.  The  27th  he  suddenly  changed 
his  mind,  and  his  voyage  was  deferred  without  my  being  able  to  penetrate  the 
motives  of  this  sudden  decision,  when  all  had  already  left  for  the  campaign,  and 
lie  only  gave  as  a  reason  the  useless  cost  of  his  residence  there,  when  it  was 
perfectly  well  understood  what  we  had  to  do  by  the  tenor  of  his  instructions. 

However,  in  the  course  of  the  conversation,  in  speaking  of  how  false  his 
position  there  would  be,  the  remark  was  dropped  that  he  had  insisted  strongly 
that  the  influence  which  we  have  should  be  employed  to  procure  for  him  from 
the  Emperor  some  official  post  there,  in  order  that  his  position  might  be  estab- 
lished, and  that  in  the  next  visit  he  would  give  the  reasons  for  the  new  decision, 
although  professing  that  he  should  continue  acting  without  reserve. 

I  suppose  he  has  some  other  motive,  but  as  from  want  of  time  I  have  not 
been  able  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  inform  myself  ydxh  reference  to  it,  my 
opinion  does  not  rest  upon  certain  data. 

There  was  in  Mexico  one  Mr.  Lapierre,  an  adjutant  of  Almonte,  an  insinuat- 
ing man,  accustomed  to  intrigue,  but  in  bad  standing  with  the  French  army» 
from  which  he  had  separated  under  somewhat  unfavorable  circumstances.  De- 
siring, at  any  cost,  to  use  his  talents,  and  seeing  that  Almonte  was  slipping  out 
of  his  hands,  he  commenced,  in  Mexico,  intriguing  to  gain  the  confidence  of 
Mr.  de  C,  and  even  wrote  to  Paris,  desiring,  like  a  prudent  man,  to  have  two 
'Strings  to  his  bow.  He  has  since  returned  here,  charged  to  bring  to  his  Majesty 
the  communications  and  explanations  of  Mr.  de  Saligny,  and  has  carried  his 
mission  to  a  successful  issue. 

He  renewed  his  approaches  in  Paris,  whence  he  lefl  on  his  return  on  the  2d 
July.  It  is  believea  that  the  party  solicited,  embarrassed  by  the  petition  of 
Mr.  de  C.,  has  arranged  with  this  individual,  who,  up  to  a  certain  point,  had 
been  forced  upon  him,  and  who  has  manifested  himself  very  accommodating, 
because,  being  less  scrupulous  than  the  other,  he  counts  more  upon  what  the 
future  has  in  store  for  him,  and  has  not  asked  money  in  advance,  which  's  a 
good  deal,  as  he  fills  at  the  same  time  another  mission.  Probably  he  may  be 
employed  ad  interim,  as  1  believe  it  is  always  the  intention  to  send  C.  to 
Mexico,  when  the  situation  becomes  more  clearly  defined.     In  fact,  "if  the 
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policy  of  Forey  is  diametrically  opposed  to  that  of  Saligny  on  account  of  dif- 
ferent impressions,"  said  C.  to  me  this  morning,  "  and  if  it  becomes  necessary 
for  Saligny  to  return  to  France,  it  would  be  a  stupidity  on  my  part  to  go  there 
now,  because,  on  account  of  the  relations  which  connect  me  with  him,  I  should 
be  obliged  to  associate  myself  with  his  fortune,  and  to  return  in  hLs  company, 
without  the  ability  to  be  of  any  further  use  to  the  house.  It  is  better  to  wait 
the  impression  which  the  first  letters  of  Forey  make  upon  the  Emperor,  and 
then  I  can  go  in  any  event ;  because  if  Saligny  is  relieved,  I  can,  free  from  all 
influence,  follow  another  line  of  conduct,  and  still  be  useful,  because  I  do  not 
believe,  counting  the  time  necessary  to  install  a  new  government,  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  bonds  will  come  up  before  November." 

C.  has  had  a  very  long  conversation  with  his  Majesty,  in  which,  according  to 
the  established  ceremonial,  he  was  limited  in  replying  to  the  questions  put  to 
him.  There  was  no  allusion,  direct  nor  indirect,  to  the  affairs  of  the  house. 
The  impressions  drawn  from  the  interview  are  the  following,  which  I  commu- 
nicate to  you,  because  they  are  the  views  of  a  man  of  ability,  who,  in  his  visit 
to  Mexico,  has  formed  very  correct  ideas  of  men  and  things,  and  because  they 
indicate  with  clearness  his  idea  of  the  policy  of  the  Emperor :  "  His  Majesty 
has  not  yet  been  able,"  he  says  to  me,  "  to  come  to  a  definite  resolution  witL 
reference  to  the  affairs  of  Mexico,  in  the  midst  of  the  contradictory  information 
which  he  receives.  He  examines  everything  that  reaches  him,  and  will  only 
form  an  opinion  after  consulting  all  possible  sources  of  information.  Notwith- 
standing, in  the  midst  of  all  this,  the  mission  of  Mr.  Lapierre  and  the  effoits  of 
Mr.  de  Saligny  have  been  attended  with  complete  success,  and  the  unfavorable 
impressions  caused  by  the  communications  ot  Lorencez  have  been  completely 
removed.  This  Lapierre  has  tact,  and  has  labored  with  energy,  and  his  efforts 
have  gained  their  object.  The  letters  of  Saligny  have  much  pleased  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  even  kept  up  some  respect  for  Almonte.  I  insinuated  something  to 
him  with  reference  to  the  probable  candidature  of  Santa  Anna,  but  I  was  not 
able  to  discover  in  his  impassible  face  any  indication  of  assent.  The  idea  of 
the  Emperor  appears  to  me  to  be  this  :  Fearing  to  mark  out  at  such  a  distance, 
and  with  so  slight  a  knowledge  of  what  is  passing,  a  line  of  policy  which  might 
later  embarrass  the  triumph  of  the  expedition,  provoking  dissensions,  he  has 
confided  almost  entirely  to  Forey  the  care  of  establishing  such  order  of  things 
as  may  be  necessary.  He  has  no  intention  to  relieve  Mr.  de  Saligny,  but  the 
rdle  of  the  latter  is  too  limited  to  struggle  with  the  new  general.  With  regard 
to  Lorencez,  he  will  return  to  obscurity,  as  he  well  deserves. 

"  His  Majesty  greatly  desires  one  or  two  battles,  to  restore  their  lustre  to  the 
French  arms,  and  to  cause  public  opinion  more  readily  to  accept  the  necessity 
of  so  considerable  an  expenditure  of  force." 
^Permit  me,  my  dear  uncle,  notwithstanding  this  letter  is  already  very  long, 

to  state  also  the  opinions  of  C with  reference  to  what  should  be  done  by 

the  house.  These  are  valuable,  not  only  from  the  information  he  has  acquired 
in  his  visit,  but  from  the  intimate  knowledge  he  has  of  the  men  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  expedition.  I  let  him  continue.  "  My  attention  was  attracted  on 
arriving  by  hearing  all  the  world  talking  of  the  bond  business,  on  the  steamer, 
at  Vera  Cruz,  and  in  the  camp.  No  one  but  knows  of  it,  and  the  efforts  em- 
ployed to  discredit  them  among  the  officers  of  the  expedition  have  been  com- 
pletely successful. 

"All  the  French  residents  of  Vera  Cruz  are  liberals.  They  are  in  constant 
relations  with  the  soldiers,  and  for  all  the  e\41s  they  suffer  they  throw  the  blame 
always  upon  the  affair  of  the  bonds,  because  they  consider  it  the  cause  of  the 
continuation  of  the  war. 

"  The  reactionaries  fear  their  entire  and  full  recognition,  because  it  would 
burden  the  treasury.     The  liberals  execrate  them,  and  the  French  believe  the 
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calumnies  employed  to  depreciate  them,  so  that  I  can  truly  say  that  J.  have  not 
encountered  any  one  in  Mexico  but  M.  de  Saligny  who  sustains  them. 

*'  Forey  will  arrive  meanwhile — Forey,  of  violent  character,  caustic,  malevolent, 
ind  who  refers  everything  to  the  military  standard,  which,  for  him,  is  superior 
to  all  else.  By  the  decree  which  relieved  La  Graviere,  the  military  element, 
ivhich  he  represented,  was  made  subject  to  the  diplomatic,  as  Saligny  remained 
invested  with  full  powers  during  war,  which  is  an  occurrence  without  precedent. 
It  is,  therefore,  self-evident  that  Forey  will  adopt  the  opinion  of  the  officers  who 
snrroand  him,  and  that  he  will  look  upon  the  business  with  an  unfavorable  eye, 
t;o  which  must  be  added  that  all  the  chiefs  also  dislike  it — Jurien,  Roze,  Russel, 
Lacroix,  Doazan,  &c.,  &c. 

**  Saligny  cannot  struggle  against  all  this,  and  he  will  be  obliged  to  return. 
The  business  has  been  strongly  recommended  to  Forey :  but  it  is  necessary  to 
bear  in  mind  that  the  influence  that  sustains  our  business,  as  French,  is  very 
great  in  high  places^  but  less  among  the  military  chiefs ;  and  Forey  who  bears 
dmost  unlimited  powers,  will  be  a  species  of  viceroy,  doing  whatever  he  pleases. 
The  opinion  of  our  friends  is  that  he  will  be  against  the  business,  and  that  it 
would  have  been  desirable  that  there  should  have  gone  in  his  place  Trechu,  a 
man  as  reliable  as  he  is  able,  and  of  fine  manners." 

"  I  acknowledge,"  adds  C,  "  that  Forey  can  do  nothing  more  than  retard  the 
recognition  of  the  bonds,  because  the  sole  judge  of  their  validity  is  the  proper 
tribunal  of  Paris,  and  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  dispute  their  justice,  present- 
ing them  thus,  that  is,  not  reclamations,  nor  a  payment,  nor  seventy-five  millions, 
but  simply  the  execution  of  a  law  of  the  treasury  of  Mexico.  We  have  to  in- 
sist, also,  upon  the  slight  value  of  Mexican  paper,  which  can  never  be  sold  for 
over  fifty  per  cent. 

"  I  would  consent,  notwithstanding,  were  I  in  place  of  the  house,  to  some 
composition  by  which  the  chances  and  the  tediousness  that  would  attend  a  de- 
cision by  the  tribunals  might  be  avoided. 

'*  Appearances  could  be  saved  by  stating  that  no  arrangement  could  be  con- 
sented to  that  did  not  have  some  other  guarantee  than  the  faith  of  the  Mexican 
government,  but  that  an  arrangement  under  the  auspices  of  France  would  be 
accepted  with  pleasure." 

Nothing  yet  of  the  memoir  of  Payno,  nor  of  the  arrival  of  D.  Ramon  Pacheco. 
The  papers  speak  only  of  a  confidential  letter  of  Juarez  to  the  Emperor,  ainrived 
by  the  last  English  packet.  In  default  of  any  attack  upon  us,  it  is  in  every 
point  of  view  useless  to  publish  the  defence  of  the  house,  and  such  is  the  settled 
opinion  of  our  friends.  It  will  be  well  to  send  copies  of  it  to  all  the  departments, 
and  to  such  persons  as  may  be  able  to  have  any  influence  with  reference  to  the 
recognition  of  the  bonds ;  but  it  is  not  desirable  to  circulate  them  among  the 
public.  The  best  way  will  be  to  take  advantage  of  publications  in  Mexico, 
when  the  French  shall  have  entered  there.  Secret  means  can  meanwhile  be 
better  and  more  safely  employed,  and  for  this  reason  I  sent  four  copies  of  the 
defence  of  the  house  a  few  days  since  to  the  editor  of  the  Independence  Beiges 
a  paper  very  hostile,  and  of  great  circulation,  by  the  hands  of  one  of  my  friends, 
who  exercises  a  great  influence  with  that  gentleman,  and  I  hope  to  convince  him 
of  the  justice  of  the  afiair.  The  same  friend  has  had  a  long  conference  with  Mr. 
de  Laumieres,  general-in-chief  of  the  artillery  in  Mexico.  As  he  is  intimate 
with  him,  he  has  entered  fully  into  the  business  of  the  bonds,  and  has  convinced 
him,  and  got  his  promise  to  use  all  his  influence,  which  is  very  great  with  the 
expeditionary  corps,  in  their  favor.     You  should  also  see  General  Neigre. 

I  have  to  communicate  to  you  a  piece  of  good  news.  Suberbeille  is  dead.  As 
he  leaves  many  heirs,  the  house  will  no  longer  have  the  direction  it  had  during 
his  life.     Rascon,  a  friend  of  Escaudon,  is  also  dead. 

I  enclose  a  number  of  the  Bulictin  of  Laws,  which  contains  the  decree  of  your 
naturalization.     It  would  not  have  been  printed  till  the  end  of  October,  as  there 
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are  many  others  which  should  have  been  published  first ;  but  as  I  was  aware  of 
its  importance,  I  took  such  steps  with  those  in  charge  of  its  insertion — availing 
myself  also  of  my  friends — that  I  carried  my  point.  I  will  send  two  other 
copies  on  the  15th  of  September. 

Adieu,  my  dear  uncle.  Desiring  that  your  health  may  continue  good,  and 
taking  the  most  lively  interest  in  the  favorable  issue  of  your  affairs,  I  am  your 
affectionate  nephew, 

LOUIS  ELSESSER. 

P.  S. — I  shall  not  omit  any  efforts  to  hasten  the  departure  of  Mr.  de  C,  as  in 
your  last  letters  you  indicate  that  you  desire  it.  By  way  of  San  Nazario  I  ¥rill 
write  you  anything  interesting  I  may  learn. 


PoRBNTRUi,  August  24,  1862. 

My  Dear  Broth br  :  What  a  convenience  is  this  packet  of  San  Nazario, 
which  enables  us  to  get  news  from  you  every  fifteen  days  !  Up  to  the  present 
time  it  has  not  been  necessary  for  business,  but  now  it  will  be.  Any  way,  it 
relieves  our  anxiety  with  reference  to  yourselves  and  the  perils  to  which  we 
believe  you  are  exposed. 

When  you  receive  the  letters  by  this  mail  you  will  already  have  made  the 
acquaintance  of  the  Zouaves.  How  consoling  is  this  thought !  I  congratulate 
you,  with  all  my  heart.  How  interesting  will  be  your  letters  of  the  coming 
month !     Give  me  many  details. 

They  say  here  that  General  Lorencez  is  crazy,  and  that  Valaze  manages 

everything  for  him.     Mr.  de  G ,  who  knows  his  family,  says  that  it  is  not 

improbable,  for  this  disease  is  hereditary  in  his  family.     This  circumstance  has 
been  very  unfortunate  for  you,  and  much  has  it  caused  you  to  lose. 

With  reference  to  the  pamphlets  of  Payno,  which  you  fear  so  much,  I  do  not 
believe  they  will  be  published.  My  husband  has  prooably  told  you  of  the  steps 
he  has  taken  with  the  director  of  the  press,  and  the  petitions  he  has  addressed 
to  him  have  gained  the  promise  that  they  shall  not  be  printed  in  France,  at  least 
for  the  present.  I  have  not  so  much  fear  now,  for  its  publication  would  be  dif- 
ficult, since  the  press  has  received  orders  not  to  insert  anything  with  reference  to 
Mexico,  and  they  are.  completely  silent  upon  this  head.  1  ney  even  say  the 
Emperor  has  made  use  of  reprisals,  ordering  the  detention  of  all  the  letters  com- 
ing from  Mexico,  directed  to  the  correspondence  of  the  government  of  Juarez. 
Will  they  be  published,  as  has  been  done  in  Mexico  ?  I  do  not  believe  so,  bat 
it  would  be  very  amusing  and  curious. 
Your  loving  sister, 

ELSESSER  JECKER. 


PORENTRUI,  August  27. 

Feeling  itself  almost  anticipated  and  closely  watched  by  Wyke,  the  French 
government  lets  nothing  transpire  with  reference  to  its  projects  of  protectorate, 
colonization,  &c.  Not  less  than  eighteen  generals  go  out  with  the  expeditionary 
corps,  for  which  reason  it  must  be  very  considerable. 

This  affair  vosts  a  great  deal.  How  will  the  government  be  indemnified  so 
as  to  satisfy  public  opinion,  if  the  revenues  of  the  state  (twenty  millions  per 
annum)  are  mortgaged  in  advance? 
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PoRENTRUl,  August  24,  1862. 

My  Dear  Jeckbr  :  I  believe  that  affairs  are  taking  a  better  aspect  for  us,  for 
a  decision  has  been  come  to  to  colonize.  Forty-five  thoiisand  men  will  be  sent 
out,  and,  in  fine,  a  complete  transportation  is  treated  of. 

I  believe  that  as  it  has  afforded  the  pretext  under  which  to  realize  all  this,  the 
unfortunate  affair  of  the  5th  of  May  is  not  now  so  much  regretted. 

Your  letter  of  the  12th  July  has  reached  my  hands.     That  of  the  11th, 

directed  to  Mr. ,  has  been  shown  to  his  Majesty,  as  has  been  done  with 

various  of  the  extracts  from  former  favors  of  yours. 

I  trust  we  shall  rise  from  the  abyss,  for  the  news  received  by  our  friends  is 
good,  and  their  hopes  revive. 

Mr.  de  Chr is  again  back  in  Paris ;  he  returns  to  Mexico  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember. He  has  given  an  account  to  his  Majesty  of  the  state  of  affairs,  and  I 
believe  there  is  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  upon  his  mission.  Our  friends 
think  that  the  bonds  will  be  admitted  in  Mexico.  It  is  better  so,  and  not  that 
the  affair  be  decided  in  Europe  at  the  cost  of  a  great  sacrifice.     Such  is  my  desire. 

Your  explanations  with  reference  to  the  bonds  are  satisfactory.  My  son  has 
very  well  translated  the  memoir  of  Payno,  the  publication  of  which  here,  I 
think,  we  have  been  able  to  prevent ;  but  in  order  that  my  data  may  be  com- 
plete, please  send  me  a  statement  of  your  reclamation  separate  from  those  of 
the  bonds,  resting  assured  I  will  make  no  use  of  it  without  consulting  you,  and 
that  I  will  divulge  nothing,  although  I  see  everything  has  been  published  since 
the  disgusting  correspondence  of  Wyke  has  been  submitted  to  Parliament.  That 
diplomat,  the  instrument  of  favor,  has  been  your  true  adversary,  and  even  your 
deadly  enemy.  I  have  promised  nothing  to  your  creditors ;  but  have  reassured 
Mr.  Hottinger,  who  affirms  that  your  liquidation  has  not  yet  the  regular  character 
which  it  will  have  after  the  entry  of  the  French  into  Mexico.  Louis  is  very 
exact  in  his  vigilance  with  reference  to  whatever  may  be  of  interest  to  you.  I 
shall  see  the  persons  who  are  interested  with  us,  whose  counsel  is  awaited  with 
reference  to  the  publication  of  your  defence,  which  at  this  moment  appears 
inopportune. 

Your  naturalization  has  been  inserted  in  the  Boletin  of  Laws,  and  I  enclose  a 
copy. 

Yours,  affectionately, 

X.  ELSESSER. 

P.  8. — I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  plans  of  colonization  will  be  arranged 
according  to  the  ideas  contained  on  page  481  of  Fossey.  His  Majesty,  in  his 
works,  had  selected  the  transit  of  Nicaragua.  I  have  already  spoken  to  you 
of  all  this  in  my  previous  letters.  The  time  approaches  in  which  this  idea  may 
be  realized.  You  will  not  have  forgotten  that  I  delivered  the  map  of  the  rail- 
road roQte  across  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  to  the  new  duke.  He  had  raised 
the  objection  of  the  project  of  the  Emperor ;  but  I  responded  with  the  works  of 
Kais  and  Fossey.  I  cannot  enumerate  to  you  the  reasons  which  led  me  to  desire 
a  speedy  settlement  in  Mexico ;  they  are  too  numerous.  The  presence  of  the 
new  agent  will  contribute  to  this  end,  as  also  that  of  the  Minister  Saligny.  Do 
not  fear  as  regards  Forey,  to  whom  you  are  already  recommended.  It  is  more 
than  a  month  since  I  knew  of  it ;  but  I  had  forgotten  to  speak  of  it.  It  will  be 
well  to  take  advantage  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  to  defend  yourself.  Do  not 
omit  my  separate  paragraph  with  reference  to  naturalization. 

The  expedition  will  have  relation,  also,  to  the  affairs  of  the  United  States. 
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Paris,  Awntst  31,  1862. 

Mv  Dear  Javier:  I  hastilj  write  you  these  few  lines,  as  I  have  writt«i 
uncle  so  many,  many  pages,  giving  all  the  information  possible,  and  have  de- 
layed so  much  in  writing  them,  to  learn  positively  whether  C.  would  go  or  not, 
that  the  last  moment  has  arrived  for  letters  to  be  received  for  the  mail  for  Mexico. 

According  to  your  advice,  and  with  the  aid  of  your  letter  and  that  of  uncle, 
I  have  written  an  article  directed  to  the  Patrie,  drawing  a  comparison  between 
the  conduct  of  Prim  and  that  of  Saligny.  As  no  letters  have  arrived  from 
Mexico,  and  all  are  ignorant  of  the  course  of  Juarez,  I  hope  that  the  article 
will  be  favorably  received,  and  will  produce  the  effect  we  desire  of  touching  the 
national  pride  of  some  of  the  papers,  which  will  not  fail  to  note  the  fact,  and 
enlarge  upon  it,  as  Prim  is  very  unpopular  in  France  since  the  affair  of  Puebk, 
which  is  considered  as  resulting  from  the  course  he  pursued. 

I  send  the  package  directly  to  you,  according  to  the  advice  of  Mr.  de  G.,  in 
order  to  attract  less  attention,  and  do  not  seal  uncle's  letter,  so  that  you  can 
read  it.  Bead  that  addressed  to  him  before  those  of  father  and  mother.  It  is 
very  interesting  for  the  news  it  contains,  which  is  too  much  to  repeat  to  yon 
here. 

Seal  it — ^it  already  has  the  envelope — and  direct  it  immediately. 
Your  affectionate  brother, 

LOUIS. 


PoRENTRUi,  August  24,  1862. 

Mv  Very  Dear  Javier  :  I  have  done  all  I  could  to  tranquillize  our  credit- 
ors, but  have  succeeded  in  nothing  more.  It  is  true,  I  was  mistaken  with  re- 
gard to  the  amount  of  the  forces  confided  to  Douay,  the  famous  general  of  the 
war  in  Italy,  cited  by  Bazancourt;  but  I  have  not  deceived  you  in  repeating  to 
you  for  now  more  than  a  year^  that  there  would  be  colonization^  a  throne,  pro- 
tectorate, 8fc,,  ifc. 

Now,  you  will  see  Forey,  who  will  go  forward  rough-shod,  and  who  under- 
stands no  jokes,  but  with  his  40,000  men  will  go  even  to  the  Rio  del  Norte,  to 
subdue  Alvarez,  the  king  of  the  south.  I  believe,  also,  that  these  forces  have 
in  view  to  restrain  the  United  States,  drunk  with  pride  and  vain-boasting. 
With  reference  to  Lorencez,  he  has  lost  credit  here  completely. 

Louis  is  the  one  who  at  present  keeps  me  informed  of  confidential  matters. 
Through  him  you  will  get  them  in  full,  and  they  are  not  unfavorable  to  us. 

You  are  aware  that  I  have  sent  to  your  uncle  a  memoir  which  treats  of  each 
one  of  the  negotiations  projected  by  him  or  our  friends :  First,  Tehuan tepee ; 
second,  Sonora;  third,  mines;  fourth,  improvement  of  forges  by  the  Chenot  pro- 
cess; fifth,  &c.,  &c.  He  has  acknowledged  receipt  without  remark.  Perhaps 
this  is  what  has  provoked  the  laugh  of  his  nephew,  because  there  is  nothing  that 
now  appears  to  me  available  except  the  exchange  of  the  drafts  of  the  army, 
monopolized  in  our  favor,  without  the  prejudice  of  dividing  the  gains  with  our 
friends. 

Of  this  Jecker  speaks  again  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  de  N.,  of  which  he  has  sent  me 
a  copy. 

Mr.  de  Chevardier  will  have  carried  the  decree  of  naturalization;  any  way,  it 
will  appear  in  the  Bulletin,  and  I  will  send  it  to  you. 

YOUR  FATHER. 
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PoRBNTRUi,  August  24,  1862. 

My  Dear  Javier  :  It  is  possible  that  I  may  have  been  mistaken  as  to  the 
forces  sent  up  to  the  present  time;  but  now  it  is  certain  that  the  misfortune  of 
the  5th  of  May,  prepared  by  the  artifices  of  Wyke.  has  only  served  as  a  plausi- 
ble pretext  to  his  Majesty  to  display  his  eagles  and  establish  a  protectorate,  or 
colonize  Mexico,  the  same  as  Algeria,  which  has  been  much  treated  of  in  secret, 

and  I  suspected  it  when  I  presented  to  Mr.  de the  memoir  upon  Tehuan- 

tepec,  formed  from  the  notes  of  Rais,  Fossey,  &c.,  &c.,  and  accompanied  by  a 
map  of  the  railroad  route  across  the  isthmus. 

With  a  man  so  positive  as  Jecker,  I  want  myself  to  be  equally  positive. 
For  this  I  have  considered  as  chimerical  some  of  his  projects,  that  is  to  say,  as 
not  available  at  present,  and  that  they  cannot  furnish  us  funds  except  in  certain 
contingencies ;  such  are  Sonora ;  the  isthmus ;  the  lands  near  Matamoras,  con- 
tiguous to  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  &c.,  &c.  Of  all  of  them  I  have  made  a 
critical  review  in  order  of  number.  Thei*e  is  no  doubt  that  the  future  will  ena- 
ble us  to  realize  largely  from  these  values,  if  for  the  intermediate  time  we  can 
count  upon  the  aid  of  some  capitalist  not  very  usurious.  Jecker  does  well  in 
insisting  jn  his  letter  of  the  11th  of  July  upon  the  theme  of  the  monopoly  of 
^e  drafts  of  the  army,  for  this  being  composed  of  upward  of  45,000  men,  the 
business  would  be  excellent,  above  all  to  raise  our  credit,  because  under  the 
point  of  view  of  gain,  as  there  will  be  a  division,  it  will  not  be  so*  brilliant,  hav- 
ng  only  one-half  per  cent,  exchange. 

Has  the  house  shoulders  sufficiently  strong  ?  I  have  not  tried  them.  Our 
Sriends  have  faith  in  the  capacity  of  Jecker. 

The  papers  are  silent  with  reference  to  the  projects  concerning  Mexico,  fer 
these  are  very  grave  and  capable  of  ifispiririg  serious  alarm  in  England,  for  by 
reason  of  his  smartness  Wyke  has  acted  like  a  fool,  making  a  golden  bridge  and 
leaving  it  a  free  field. 

For  the  present  nothing  is  required  but  patience,  for  now  only  has  the  horizon 
t)een  opened  to  our  view. 

It  is  believed  here  that  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  French  in  Mexico 
y^our  situation  will  greatly  change,  and  if  uncle  can  be  able  to  pay  his  interest 
&t  the  end  of  the  year  the  result  will  be  superb,  above  all,  for  us,  because  we 
will  receive  over  200,000  francs ;  but  he  does  not  speak  of  it,  perhaps  remem- 
boring  that  at  first  he  promised  too  much.  Aid  him  in  the  articles  of  J.  in  Mex- 
ico, destined  to  rehabitate  his  bonds.  In  Paris,  for  the  present,  it  is  better  not 
to  wake  the  cat  which  sleeps.  Wyke  has  been  our  real  enemy ;  Juarez  should 
bum  a  long  candle  for  him. 

I  do  not  know  if  you  will  publish  your  defence  in  Mexico ;  in  any  case  it  will 
be  well  to  write  frequent  articles,  for  the  emissaries  of  Juarez  have  persuaded 
the  French  army  that  they  have  only  gone  to  Mexico  on  our  account. 

The  documents  I  have  received  have  fully  informed  me.  I  have  nothing 
more  to  say  of  the  business  of  Corona,  and  understood  perfectly  that  I  have  no 
9ption,  for  he  has  said  in  Paris  that  to  get  his  money  it  would  be  necessary  to 
put  the  dagger  to  Jecker*s  breast. 

Fossey  is  in  favor  of  the  colonization  of  the  isthmus.  See  his  note  with  ref- 
erence to  this  pomt  at  the  end  of  the  book.  His  Majesty  does  not  insist  any 
longer  upon  Nicaragua.  With  45,000  men  submission  will  follow,  and  even  a 
pressure  will  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  United  States,  the  position  of  which 
s  not  without  its  influence  on  what  passes. 

The  character  of  the  Emperor  is  that  of  patience ;  the  affair  of  Mexico  has 
riven  him  much  trouble,  but  nothing  has  been  precipitated  thereby. 

According  to  what  they  say,  he  has  this  trace  of  similarity  with  Jecker. 

The  first  care  of  his  Majesty  corncems  the  organization  of  gens  d*armerie 
mder  the  charge  of  Generals  WoU  and  Mirandoi. 
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When  two  thousand  are  had  it  is  calculated  that  robberies  will  cease.  In  fine, 
we  shall  even  see  a  visit  paid  to  the  viceroy  of  the  south,  Alvarez,  who  will 
have  to  keep  down  the  Apache. 

Mr.  de  P.  has  touched  at  the  Bio  del  Norte ;  some  of  the  detachments  of  the 
army  will  also  go  there.  With  reference  to  the  organization  of  the  government, 
Maximilian  was  nothing  more  than  a  pilot  balloon  without  any  importance. 
Almonte  can  well  be  laid  aside.  Who  will  be  placed  to  govern  under  the  tute- 
lage of  France,  I  cannot  say.  If  I  was  in  Paris  I  might  penetrate  certain  things, 
but— 

The  terrible  mystery  has  at  last  been  discovered ;  the  instructions  are  first 
known  by  the  Presse,  organ  of  Juarez.  They  are  not  very  decided,  but  rather 
elastic  and  conditional.  For  this  reason  I  can  understand  that  they  have  caused 
no  excitement,  although  the  cabinet  of  Mexico  learned  them  immediately  through 
Salonde — I  mean  Selong — who  received  a  copy  from  Saberbielle,  who  received 
them  from  Noel,  sub-director  of  foreign  relations  for  America.  Abraham  begat 
Jacob,  Jacob,  &c.,  &c. 

£ven  if  the  business  of  the  bonds  had  been  arranged  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
cognition of  Juarez,  I  doubt  if  the  house  would  have  come  out  any  better ;  for 
it  would  have  been  exhausted  by  forced  loans,  &c.;  much  aid  would  it  have  re- 
quired. 

But  now  that  the  affair  of  the  bonds  has  been  discussed  by  the  press  of  both 
worlds,  Jecker  has  a  universal  name,  and  is  from  this  time  forward  inseparable 
from  the  war  in  Mexico. 

Juarez  knows  the  power  of  the  press,  and  no  one  has  made  a  better  use  of  it 
in  Europe  and  America,  and  but  for  the  firmness  of  Mr.  de  Saligny,  he  would 
have  carried  his  point.  This  has  been  affirmed  by  his  consul  in  Paris,  with  an 
assurance  that  would  in  the  end  have  imposed  upon  me. 

They  say  that  Mexico  will  be  speedily  regulated,  and  that,  after  having 
formed  a  sufficient  nucleus  of  indigenous  force,  the  French  will  return  by  degrees, 
leaving  only  the  number  that  may  be  strictly  necessary. 

Your  loving  father,  who  thinks  of  you  constantly, 

X.  EL8ESSER. 


Paris,  September  14,  1862. 

Dear  Uncle  :  The  arrival  of  the  steamer  which  brings  the  correspondence 
from  Mexico  to  San  Nazario  is  not  yet  signalled,  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  this 
time,  answer  your  letters  by  return  of  mail. 

This  letter  will  be  only  the  complement  of  the  news  I  gave  you  in  my  letter 
of  the  1st  instant.  Since  that  time  I  have  not  been  able  to  have  any  private 
conversation  with  M.  le  Receveur,  And  consequently  am  yet  uncertain  as  to  the 
rdle  he  designs  for  M.  de  Che,  who  has  now  been  detained  more  than  twenty 
days  at  Puy  by  the  mutiny  of  the  general  council. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  has  probably  not  been  able  to  occupy  himself  usefully 
with  your  affairs,  as  he  must  have  received  your  letter  at  the  very  moment  he 
was  receiving  at  his  house  the  friend  who  had  gone  on  the  occasion  of  his  new 
position.  Mr.  de  Che  considers  what  you  wrote  to  father,  although  I  read  him 
only  extracts  from  it,  as  sufficiently  important  to  communicate  it  to  the  duke,  in 
order  to  contrast  the  conduct  of  Prim  with  that  of  Saligny ;  and  he  judges  that 
great  advantage  may  be  taken  of  it  to  restore  the  credit  of  Saligny,  for  which 
purpose  it  is  necessary  to  do  everything  to  influence  his  Majesty.  I  have  not 
yet  learned  the  result  of  the  audience,  because  all  these  gentlemen  are  occupied 
in  their  preparations  for  travel,  some  for  the  baths  of  Biarritz,  where  the  Empeior 
^es,  and  some  to  the  country. 
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believe,  however,  according  to  the  conversation  which  I  have  had  with  Mr. 
i,  that  the  intention  of  these  gentlemen,  as  I  have  before  stated,  is  to  wait 
the  first  communications  of  Forey  to  his  Majesty,  in  order  to  penetrate  the 
iction  he  will  give  to  his  policy,  see  his  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  Saligny 
b  reference  to  the  special  interests  he  has  sustained,  and,  if  they  are  favorable 
ihat  minister,  what  effect  this  may  produce  upon  the  mind  of  his  Majesty. 

this  hypothesis,  and  if  matters  should  reach  a  point  which  would  oblige 
igny  to  resign  his  post,  we  shall  see  Mr.  Che,  who,  then  free  in  his  actions 

not  dependent  upon  any  one,  as  would  have  been  the  case  with  Saligny, 
Q  their  relations  of  friendship,  can  protect  the  house  in  its  affairs,  using  there 
powerful  influence. 

V'ith  reference  to  the  bond  business,  it  will  then  be  passed  immediately  (as 
lault  said  in  the  house  of  deputies)  to  the  commission  of  claims,  which  will 
e  its  judgment  without  appeal,  and  which  will  be  executed  immediately  if 
8  favorable  to  us,  as  is  to  be  presumed  it  will  be.  It  may  be  there  may  be 
lys  in  the  public  proceedings,  and  these  gentlemen  fear  it,  nothwithstanding 

energetic  denial  which  has  been  given  to  the  calumnies  which  have  been 
;ulated.  In  fact,  these  same  scandalous  exposes  which  were  published  in 
xico  have  commenced  since  some  days  to  be  circulated  here  in  Paris  secretly, 
i  our  friends  are  anxious  that  the  affair  should  be  settled  and  forgotten  before 
se  rumors  take  consistency. 

iidmitting  that  the  impressions  of  Forey  will  be  favorable  to  Saligny,  and 
t  the  latter  should  be  able  to  move  in  accord  with  him,  then  the  affair  should 
left  to  follow  its  course  in  Mexico,  and,  as  we  know  the  zeal  with  which  this 
lister  sustains  it,  in  a  little  time,  without  the  world's  knowing  it,  we  will 
in  secure  his  freedom  of  action,  and  the  powers  which  have  been  temporarily 
pended  by  the  arrival  of  Forey  will  be  returned  to  him ;  for  if  this  latter  is 
irged  with  the  task  of  subduing  the  entire  country,  his  mission  is  to  see 
tigs  as  they  really  are  since  the  arrival  of  the  expedition,  and  his  Majesty 
aits  his  opinion  in  order  to  form  his  own.  But  Forey  aspires  to  a  marshal- 
p,  and  has  his  own  reasons  for  surrounding  himself  with  friends ;  and  this 
y  be  the  reason  why  he  vacillated  so  long  before  communicating  with  Mr. 
Che. 

[n  that  case  this  gentleman  would  not  leave,  for  Mr.  Receveur  thinks  that  in 
h.  event  his  presence  would  only  be  useful  to  watch  over  the  compliance 
;h  our  pledges,  in  the  case — and  he  does  not  suppose  it — that  you  do  not 
iten  to  comply  with  them  yourself. 

The  individual  of  whom  I  spoke  in  my  last  letter — the  attache  of  Almonte — 
1  probably  answer,  although  he  knows  but  little,  and  we  have  not  advanced 
ch  with  him ;  but  there  is  no  necessity  for  delay  on  this  account ;  as  he  is 
y  a  person  of  intrigue.  At  the  beginning  of  the  expedition  Jurien  de  la 
aviere  paid  him  t500  francs  monthly  for  account  of  the  ministry  of  foreign 
iirs,  under  what  title  we  cannot  learn. 

I  have  caused  Mr.  Che,  in  the  last  interview  I  had  with  him,  to  understand 
kt  it  is  indispensable  to  accelerate  the  decision  with  reference  to  the  affair  of 
J  bonds,  giving  him  in  my  way  the  general  impression  which  had  been  pro- 
ced  upon  my  mind  by  the  reading  of  your  correspondence.  I  said  to  him 
it  all  the  statements  which  had  been  given  to  these  gentlemen  were  exact,  and 
it  there  were,  in  fact,  immense  resources,  but  that  before  all  it  was  necessary 
restore  to  the  house  its  liberty  of  action,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  its  creditors, 
hough  it  might  be  by  the  credit  these  had  given  it,  and  that  then,  like  a  wagon 
nporarily  stuck,  it  would  again  resume  its  progress  without  delay.  He  ap- 
au^d  convinced,  and  as  he  was  going  at  once  to  the  duke's,  he  promised  to 
3  with  him  all  his  influence  in  order  to  convince  him  that  this  indefinite  doubt 
i  paralysis  will  be  the  ruin  of  the  house.  This  gentleman  is  on  the  most 
imate  terms  with  the  duke,  as  also  with  Mr.  Receveur  or  Mr.  G.     He  was  in 
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college  with  him,  and  has  the  entree  of  his  house  at  all  hours.  He  possesses 
some  little  capital,  and  has,  unfortunately,  private  affairs  which  occupy  him. 
Before  Mr.  Receveur  took  the  sudden  resolution  of  delaying  his  departure,  he 
had  not  renewed  any  relations,  and  was  for  all  the  world  still  in  Mexico ;  bnt 
since  he  has  begun  to  occupy  himself  again,  and  I  cannot  derive  as  much  ad- 
vantage as  before.  He  has  a  fixed  salary,  and  2J  per  cent,  of  the  final  result, 
according  to  what  he  has  told  me.  These  gentlemen  have  various  projects, 
some  of  them  rather  too  ingenious.  Here  i^  one  they  have  communicated  to  me 
with  great  secrecy,  and  from  which  you  will  be  able  to  extract  some  benefit  in 
the  future :  "  When  the  French  army  occupies  Mexico,  there  will  be  a  great 
movement  of  convoys  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Mexico.  The  wagons  will  come 
up  full  and  return  empty.  Persons  sustained  by  powerful  influence,  and  of  great 
estimation  with  the  military  chiefs,  could,  under  some  gratuitous  or  slightly 
onerous  concession,  obtain  the  right  to  a  certain  amount  of  freight  by  the  return 
wagons,  say  300  kilogrammes  each  wagon.  You  can  easily  imagine  the  rat. 
The  freight  will  be  dollars,  and  thus  there  could  be  managed  the  remission  to 
Europe  of  all  the  sums  which  now  go  out  by  conductas,  as,  of  course,  the  Eng- 
lish and  San  Nazario  lines  of  steamers  would  be  glad  to  take  the  money  on  \ts 
arrival  at  Vera  Cruz,  as  all  would  be  gratuitous — the  mules,  the  wagons,  and 
the  escort — so  all  would  be  clear  profit." 

Your  letter  of  July  28  was  the  first  which  brought  to  Paris  the  news  of  the 
new  ratification  of  the  Prim-Doblado  treaty.  I  immediately  prepared  an  article 
to  show  the  able  conduct  of  Mr.  de  Saligny  as  compared  with  that  of  Prim, 
in  order  to  create  as  favorable  impression  as  I  could  in  public  opinion  regarding 
this  minister  so  useful  to  the  house.  The  Patrie  inserted  it  the  same  afternoon, 
and  the  article,  as  the  papers  were  without  any  news  whatever,  created  a  great 
effect.  The  Spanish  papers  have  attempted  to  refute  it,  but  little  by  little  the 
confirmation  arrived  from  all  sides,  and  now  there  is  on  the  part  of  all  the 
papers,  particularly  the  Spanish,  an  universal  murmur  regarding  the  incapacity 
of  Prim.  The  credit  of  Saligny  has  been  raised  in  proportion,  and  it  is  also 
to  be  noticed  that  opinion  has  very  much  modified  it«  views ;  for,  seeing  the 
manner  in  which  Jiiarez  has  treated  his  colleagues,  causes  justice  to  be  done  to 
his  prevision  and  sagacity. 

There  exists  in  London,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  Mr.  de  Ch ,  a  com- 
pany which  has  been  organized  to  open  the  transit  route  by  way  of  the  lakes 
Nicaragua  and  Leon ;  you  will,  without  doubt,  know  of  it.  He  has  not  been 
able  to  give  me  many  details,  as  he  only  knows  of  it  through  the  fact  that  some 
two  months  ago  propositions  were  made  to  his  friend.  Prince  Lucien  Murat, 
offering  him  the  presidency.  This  latter  consulted  the  Emperor,  and  I  believe 
has  refused  it.  Mr.  de  Receveur,  who  is  somewhat  hasty,  has  confounded  it 
with  Tehuantepec,  and  has  led  Mr.  de  Ch into  an  error,  which  I  will  cor- 
rect when  I  have  a  chance  to  speak  with  him,  and  I  will  get  all  the  further  news 
I  can  with  reference  to  the  affair  and  communicate  it  to  you.  Unfortunately 
my  studies  occupy  me  very  much,  and,  notwithstanding  the  care  I  take,  I  am 
prohibited  going  out  on  foot.  I  dislike  to  risk  the  public  vehicles  in  my  feeble 
state.  Father  combats  the  project  of  Nicaragua  in  a  memoir  which  he  has  sent 
to  the  duke  with  reference  to  Tehuantepec,  using  the  arguments  of  Raiss, 
Reichtoffen,  Humboldt,  Fossey,  and  derived  from  his  own  knowledge  of  the 
subject ;  but  I  believe  the  Emperor  is  set  in  his  opinion. 

When  he  was  in  the  fortress  of  Ham,  in  1842,  he  occupied  himself  with  the 
project  by  way  of  Nicaragua,  and  he  has  himself  written  a  book  upon  the  sub- 
ject, which  has  been  printed  and  is  still  in  circulation. 

At  that  time  M.  Castillon,  sent  by  the  States  of  Panama  and  Honduras  to 
demand  the  protection  of  Louis  Philippe,  because  connected  with  Louis  Napo- 
leon, and  after  returning  to  his  country  maintained  a  correspondence  with  him, 
which  has  also  been  printed,  in  which  it  is  seen  that  the  prince  agreed  with  him 
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with  regard  to  the  point  of  departure  for  the  execution  of  this  work,  for  which 
the  consent  of  the  authorities  was  obtained. 

Nothing  hak  appeared  and  nothing  will  appear,  I  am  sure,  from  the  memoir  of 
Payno.  Don  Ramon  Pacheco  has  arrived  at  last  at  London,  on  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember, after  a  journey  full  of  peril ;  there  he  stays,  and  will  stay,  God  knows 
how  long,  letting  Juarez  drop  whenever  he  pleases.  Mr.  de  G.  has  made  strong 
efforts  to  induce  him  to  change  his  opinions  and  to  let  matters  rept  without 
action,  for  which  purpose  he  will  have  a  conversation  with  him  before  he  has 
commenced  any  steps. 

I  have  requested  Mr.  Magnin,  who  knows  everytliing  and  understands  every- 
thing, as  only  he  can,  to  watch  his  arrival.  I  have  added  that  he  should  pro- 
ceed in  his  own  name,  so  that  Don  Ramon  Pacheco  will  not  be  two  hours  in 

Paris  before  receiving  a  visit  from  Mr.  de  G ;  and  if  he  brings  the  memoir 

of  Pa3rno,  care  will  be  taken  that  he  lets  it  sleep.  For  the  rest,  the  director  of 
the  press  will  not  let  it  appear.  These  gentlemen  are  always  of  the  opinion,  as 
I  have  before  told  you,  that  it  would  be  imprudent  to  publish  anything  with 
reference  to  the  affair  of  the  bonds  before  they  are  recognized — above  all,  while 
attacks  are  made  as  now.  The  liberal  press  is  very  powerful,  and  only  too 
ready  to  take  up  any  scandal,  and  they  would  be  running  over  with  calumnies. 

Your  act  of  naturalization  should  be  in  the  hands  of  M.  de  Saligny.  It  has 
been  sent  to  M.  Delon,  his  secretary,  according  to  the  inventory  of  the  papers 

of  M.  de  P ,  in  Vera  Cruz,  and  not  brought  here.     On  this  account  I  will 

send  you  a  new  copy  of  the  Bulletin  of  Laws,  believing  it  may  be  of  use. 

Father  does  not  write  to  you  by  this  mail,  as  he  has  nothing  of  importance 
to  communicate.  He  desires  me  to  assure  you  of  his  affectionate  remembrance, 
and  to  beg  that  you  will  send  him  the  details  of  the  other  reclamations,  apart 
from  the  bonds,  this  latter  having  already  been  sent.  These  gentlemen  have 
not  abandoned  the  idea  of  discounting  by  the  house  of  the  drafts  of  the  army ; 
but  they  wait  for  the  >«ituatiou  to  clear  up  a  little,  and  the  relations  of  the  house 
to  become  more  established,  as  well  as  certain  amounts  of  funds  procured. 

No  one  will  continue  the  house  of  Subervieille ;  it  is  dead,  and  will  not  be 
replaced.  Mr.  Maguire  has  told  me  that  he  has  seen  the  inventory,  and  that  it 
amounts  to  $600,000 — all  recently  paid. 

Adieu,  my  dear  uncle.     I  hope  that  my  letter  will  follow  and  not  precede 
the  French  in  Mexico.     Dispose  of  me  for  everything. 
Your  affectionate  nephew, 

LUIS  ELSESSER. 


PoRKNTRUl,  September  3,  1862. 

My  Dear  Xr  :  Our  friends  are  desirous  that  everything  sent  to  the  house 
should  go  under  cover  to  you.  You  will  have,  therefore,  to  give  verbal  instruc- 
tione  to  your  uncle,  as  well  as  have  him  instruct  you  in  our  affairs  and  his. 
Notwithstanding  none  of  our  letters  have  afforded  ground  for  the  publication  of 
the  "Siglo  XIX,"  of  Mexico,  too  much  prudence  cannot  be  exercised.  Your 
letters  of  the  28th  of  July,  and  those  of  your  uncle,  have  been  received. 
Louis,  who  is  in  Paris,  is  the  only  one  who  has  been  able  to  reply  by  the  same 
mail,  and  he  has  given  very  grave  news  to  M.  J.  I  believe  that  I  have  said  to 
you  that,  of  all  the  projects  with  which  he  has  been  occupied,  there  is  only  one 
that  is  possible  of  realization  for  the  present,  and  that  is  to  give  drafts  upon 
Paris  for  the  army  in  exchange  for  the  sums  paid  out  to  them  there ;  upon  thfs 
an  exchange  can  be  made,  and  we  can  divide  the  profits. 

I  have  told  Louis  to  mention  this,  and  I  will  myself  take  charge  of  the  afikir. 
the  more  readily  as  I  am  informed  very  large  sums  will  not  be  necessaiy.  I 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 25 
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believe  that  if,  upon  the  entry  of  the  French,  the  house  recovers  its  credit,  that 
this  arrangement  can  be  carried  out. 

With  reference  to  all  the  other  projects  with  which,  for  the  lack  of  something 
better,  we  have  occupied  ourselves  so  long,  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  to  dwell 
upon  them  for  the  present,  and  I  have  already  stated  my  reasons,  because  in 
the  st^te  of  suffe^ping  in  which  our  creditors  are,  nothing  can  be  done  but  to 
procure  means  to  satisfy  their  clamor.  Mr.  Jecker  had  spoken  to  me  of  his 
mines,  of  the  future  reserved  to  Catorce,  Tasco,  and,  I  believe,  Santa  Anna. 

Pray  Heaven  we  may  find  a  vita  grande  there.     Yesterday  I  was  thinking 

of  this,  and  this  is  why  it  was  suggested.     I  went  to  Montevri  with  Cr , 

and  saw  the  excavations  in  which  Quiqueres  and  the  Abbot  Vautrey  have  found 

many  coins,  pieces  of  Celtic  patchets  of  stone,  locks,  &c.,  &c.     Cr wished 

to  make  an  assay,  and  searched  for  a  pick  in  the  farm-house,  which,  between 
ourselves,  was  in  such  a  state  of  poverty  as  to  appear  most  disgusting.  We 
dug  in  the  south  angle,  near  the  fort,  finding  stones,  scoria,  tiles,  &c.,  &c.  Fi- 
nally, after  much  useless  labor,  I  proposed  that  we  should  go  down  and  select 
one  of  the  numerous  apertures  where  excavations  had  already  been  made-,  and 
continue  sinking  it  deeper.  We  selected  the  largest  aa  that  which  bad  probably 
given  the  best  results,  otherwise  it  would  have  been  speedily  abandoned,  like 

the  smaller  ones  we  saw  here  and  there.     After  some  eflFort  Cr found  a 

coin,  the  marks  on  which  were  perfect:  Victory  on  the  one  side,  and  Cajsar, 
very  large-nosed,  on  the  other ;  also  pieces  of  wood  of  cerfs,  of  clans,  keys, 
ins^uments  of  stone,  &c..  &c.  The  rain  then  commenced  and  we  had  to  return, 
coming  back  in  a  cart  as  far  as  Eremont.  Immediately  on  our  arrival  home  we 
wished  to  clean  the  coin  from  the  earth  which  covered  it,  and  washed  it  in  clear 
water ;  but  the  stamp  of  the  Emperor  disappeared  incontinently,  and  tliere  was 
nothing  left  on  the  other  side  but  a  winged  Victory,  very  beautiful.  M.  Vautrey 
had  found  an  Elena,  very  beautiful,  and  I  have  her  son  Constantine,  more  beau- 
tiful still.  But  this  is  the  moral :  We  lost  four  hours  excavating  in  five  or  six 
pits,  and  in  making  a  new  one,  when  suddenly  a  simple  reasoning  conducted  us 
to  works  more  extensive,  which  we  enlai'ged  still  further,  saying  to  ourselves,  la 
there  any  reason  why  we  should  not  continue  the  vein  ?  If  it  has  been  good 
for  others  it  will  be  for  us. 

Carsi  is  not  a  liognon.  I  am  sure  that  if  we  return  there  we  shall  discover 
more  coins,  and  perhaps  other  things.  The  soil  has  been  extensively  removed 
in  various  places;  the  500  francs  given  by  Napoleon  to  the  Abbot  have  been 
expended,  and  new  efibrts  will  be  necessary  to  continue.  Cr was  perse- 
vering, and  did  not  wish  to  return  with  empty  hands,  like  the  fisherman  who 
has  gone  all  day  without  good  luck,  and  that,  &c.,  &c. 

Oh !  if  we  could  only  in  this  manner  find  a  vein  in  our  mines. 

I  can  say  to  you  that,  in  my  judgment,  if  the  house  had  got  the  i^eal  estate 

of  Mr.  de for  half  a  million  of  francs  and  50,000  francs  of  rent,  its 

situation  near  Chapultepec  would  have  enabled  us  to  dispose  of  it  without  great 
loss.  Luis  labors  hard  for  the  house,  and  with  good  success,  I  think.  I  do  not 
believe  there  has  been  any  indiscretion.  Since  its  beginning,  according  to  the 
memoir  of  Oceguera,  the  causes  of  so  great  a  protection  to  a  Swiss  should  have 
been  investigated,  and  as  in  Mexico  everything  is  done  with  money,  a  thousand 
<  conjectures  have  been  formed.  When  the  army,  which  the  people  of  Juarez 
have  convinced  that  our  house  is  the  cause  of  the  war,  shall  see  the  tri-color 
flag  floating  over  the  towers  of  Mexico,  they  will  no  longer  hate  us,  for  the 
country  is  rich  and  beautiful,  and  the  army  must  have  Buffered  much  confined 
\n  Orizaba. 

If  Saligny  knows  how  to  manage  with  Forey,  who  is  a  bear,  all  will  go  well ; 
but  I  fear  some  pique,  and  this  is  why  it  is  necessary  that  the  affair  should 
terminate  speedily,  even  if  some  concession  has  to  be  made.  This  is  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  de  Ch ^r,  who  has  not  yet  returned  there,  but  who  could  very  easily 
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return  by  way  of  St.  Nazaire.  Luis,  who  has  frequent  intercourse  with  him, 
looks  upon  it  seriously. 

I  have  received  a  draft  of  1,500  francs,  in  all  5,500  francs,  after  a  thousand 
efforts.  According  to  your  advice,  I  have  opened  an  account  and  put  down 
everything,  as  well  as  my  expenses,  &c.  This  will  aid  me  in  sustaining  Luis, 
who  will  speak  to  you  of  his  projects  of  going  to  Pontgiband,  the  only  mines 
of  silver  in  Franc(\  He  will  give  you  his  ideas,  and  ask  your  opinion  in  refer- 
erence  to  it. 

I  have  delivered  a  letter  from  Casimiro  for  Eugenio  AUer  de  Chevardier,  and 
have  forwarded  another  by  Southampton  on  the  2d  September. 

Our  enemies  disappear — Soubernille,  Escandon,  Iturbe,  Aceguery — ^but  how 
many  remain,  and  how  detennined  1  Deprived  of  the  support  of  Soubervielle 
and  of  p]]candon,  the  famous  Labadie  will  fall  perhaps.  He  is  not  by  any 
means  the  least  evil,  according  to  the  correspondence  he  maintains  with  Paris. 
He  is  the  man,  or  the  Consul  General  M . 

Luis  haa  already  given  you  the  descriptive  portrait  of  Forey,  who  will  be  a 

species  of  dictator.     If  M.  F r  has  influence  over  S ^y,  it  is  necessary 

that  he  should  urge  him  to  be  very  moderate,  and  to  draw  Forey  gradually  over 
to  his  opinion,  yielding  in  case  of  necessity,  because  this  man  will  be  imbued 
with  the  prejudice  which  exists  against  us  in  the  army. 

In  fact,  Juan'z  is  not  so  dull  of  comprehension  as  our  relative  thinks ;  he  has 
made  use  of  a  grcAt  lever,  the  press ;  he  has  availed  himself  of  Wyke ;  has 
maintained  agents  in  Paris,  in  the  army,  &c.,  &c.,  with  the  money  he  has  raised, 
and  all  this  to  get  rid  of  us.  His  interest  counsels  him  to  make  it  appear  that 
all  rests  upon  us,  and  that  without  us  all  could  be  arranged,  and  they  have  be- 
lieved it.  Forty-five  thousand  men  and  thirty  vessel s-of- war  ought  to  make 
them  now  understand  that  we  are  not  even  a  plausible  pretext.  They  should 
think  of  the  United  States,  of  the  protectorate  of  Mexico,  of  colonization. 
Truly,  Wyke,  with  his  intrigues,  has  brought  a  terrible  storm  upon  that  country. 
If  he  could  have  foreseen  it !  In  my  judgment  he  has  lost  the  end  he  proposed 
in  getting  rid  of  Prim.     He  is  a  Very  smart  diplomat,  but  not  as  astute  as  Juarez. 

This  has  caused  much  pleasure  to  the  duke.  Do  not  be  uneasy.  I  have 
always  thought  that  he  feared  for  the  French  interests  connected  with  the  house 
through  M.  J.  and  friends.  I  think  only  of  your  uncle  and  you.  Let  us  give 
thanks  to  Providence  the  hour  of  decision  has  sounded.  Good  or  bad,  it  is 
better  than  delay.  Courage,  therefore;  impart  it  to  Eugenio,  and  do  not  com- 
plain so  much ;  at  the  same  time  do  not  go  to  the  extreme  of  optimism  of  your 
other  cousin. 

Say  to  Mr.  Jecker  that  I  continue  doing  everything  I  can,  and  that  his  cred- 
itors remain  patient  in  the  hope  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  speedy  solution. 
How  much  that  dear  relative  must  have  suffered  for,  and  now  he  only  labors  to 
pay  his  debts,  as  I  have  proclaimed  everywhere. 

Those  gentlemen  think  it  is  still  not  desirable  to  make  any  publications. 

A  thousand  affectionate  expressions  i&om  all  your  family  and  from  your 
brother. 

Washington,  November  25,  1862. 

A  true  copy 

ROMERO. 
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No.  lo. 

[rraDslatioD.] 

Citizen  Deputies:  I  experieuce  the  most  lively  i^atigfactiou  in  seeing  myself 
in  your  midst.  I  had  ardently  desii-ed  the  arrival  of  the  happy  day  of  yonr 
installation,  and  I  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  it. 

The  haughty  enemy,  who  has  flattered  himself  that  he  might  destroy  oar 
noble  institutions  at  the  mere  sound  of  his  arms,  has  come  to  be  the  witness  of 
the  imposing  spectacle  of  a  people  jealous  of  its  self-government  and  its  liberties, 
rising  in  mass  full  of  life  to  despatch  its  valiant  legions  to  the  theatre  of  war,  and 
conducting  in  perfect  regularity  the  numerous  elections  of  its  representatives. 

The  government,  which  the  congress  of  the  union  has  rendered  strong  by 
investing  it  with  the  summary  of  powers  of  which  it  has  need,  in  order  to  save 
what  we  have  most  precious  and  most  holy,  has  labored  night  and  day  to  fulfil 
the  expectation  of  the  nation.  Quite  recently  it  has  published  a  programme 
which  is  the  legitimate  expression  of  the  principles  on  which  the  policy  of  the 
government  reposes,  and  which  has  merited,  as  everything  induces  me  to  believe, 
most  universal  and  entire  assent.  You  are  equally  acquainted  with  the  seriep  of 
official  acts  which  have,  in  a  short  time  afterwards,  realized  this  solemn  pro- 
gramme, as  well  in  regard  to  our  administration  as  to  our  international  relations. 

When  the  preceding  congress  terminated  its  legislative  labors,  the  prelimina- 
ries of  La  Soledad  had  been  violated.  You  know  that  the  army  of  invasion  sub- 
Bequently  marched  on  Puebla,  where  our  troops  obtained  a  brilliant  success,  and 
we  would  have  had  nought  but  self-congratulations  at  the  memory  of  the  glorious 
day  of  the  5th  of  May,  were  it  not  for  the  death  of  the  brave  and  virtuous  gen- 
eral who  has  carried  so  high  the  glories  of  his  country.  But  the  grief  which 
took  possession  of  all  hearts  at  the  news  of  that  cruel  loss  has  neither  cast  down 
the  hopes  of  the  nation  nor  enfeebled  its  mightv  impulsion,  as  is  proved  by  the 
numerous  legions  which  come  from  our  most  distant  possessions  to  unite  their 
efforts  with  those  of  the  central  army,  and  with  it  pour  forth  their  blood  in  de- 
fence of  their  common  country. 

Within  a  few  days  we  will  increase  our  army  with  the  forces  which  are  to 
come  from  the  interior  and  with  those  which  will  be  organized  in  this  capital, 
and  we  will  commence  to  offer  a  vigorous  resistance  to  the  enemy. 

The  spirit  of  our  troops  is  excellent;  our  four  years*  revolution,  and  our 
encounters  with  the  foreign  enemy,  have  rendered  valor  a  virtue  so  common 
among  our  soldiers  that  we  may  doubt  whether  to  accord  praise  to  the  more 
brilliant  traits  of  courage.  Discipline  has  been  proportionately  improved.  The 
self-denial  of  our  soldiers  is,  as  ever,  incomparable;  and  the  troops  and  their 
chiefs  are  united  by  a  reciprocal  and  deep-seated  confidence.  If  we  add  to  thesc^ 
considerations  the  distance  which  separates  us  from  the  French  empire,  and  the 
dangers  which  threaten  the  peace  of  Europe,  we  will  understand  that  our  situa- 
tion, however  grave  it  be,  presents  great  probabilities  of  an  advantageous  issue 
for  the  republic. 

In  the  formation  of  this  opinion,  I  do  not  forget  the  great  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  the  government,  the  poverty  of  the  country,  the  bad  state  of  our  finances, 
and  all  the  elements  of  disorder,  and,  consequently,  the  weakness  which  a  8tat« 
of  war  introduces  into  all  the  branches  of  the  administration.  This  evil  is  cer- 
tainly serious :  but,  on  the  one  side,  the  decision  of  the  Mexican  people  to  repel 
their  unjust  invaders  will  not  be  stopped  by  any  sacrifice;  and,  on  the  other, 
what  we  have  been  able  to  do  ought  to  inspire  us  with  confidence  and  courage, 
since  no  one  would  have  thought  that  in  so  long  a  campaign  we  could  have 
borne  the  immense  expenditures  requisite  in  the  conduct  of  a  war. 

In  view  of  public  statements,  and  of  information  which  the  government  con- 
siders not  only  as  worthy  of  credit,  but  even  as  positively  true,  we  are  persuaded 
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that  it  is  only  the  attitude  assumed  by  France  towards  us  which  prevents  Eng- 
land and  Spain  from  resuming  with  the  republic  the  negotiations  commenced  at 
La  Soledad,  and  it  would,  indeed,  be  the  less  difficult  to  resume  them,  as  the 
government  is  disposed  to  recognize  all  reclamations  legitimately  made  upon  us. 
If  this  favorable  disposition  had  sufficed  to  bring  the  Emperor  of  the  French  to 
a  pacific  arrangement,  the  present  war  would  certainly  never  have  occurred. 
But  the  real  intentions  of  the  Emperor  are  no  longer  a  mystery  to  any  one.  The 
declarations  of  General  Forey  have  torn  off  the  mask,  which  was  assumed,  of 
respect  for  the  sovereignty  of  Mexico,  and  of  noble  disinterestedness  under 
which  our  enemies  concealed  their  ambition  and  their  cupidity ;  and  the  man 
who  so  far  forgot  his  duty  to  his  country  as  to  accept  a  chimerical  government 
under  the  protection  of  a  foreign  enemy  has  received,  by  his  miserable  fall,  the 
terrible  chastisement,  the  only  one  which  men  without  consciences  can  suffer. 

When  they  proclaim  that  they  do  not  wage  war  against  the  country,  but 
against  the  present  government,  our  aggressors  only  repeat  the  vain  declamation 
of  all  those  who  undertake  an  offensive  and  unjust  war;  and  moreover,  it  is  evi- 
dently an  insult  to  a  nation  to  attack  the  power  which  it  has  itself  raised,  and 
which  it  wishes  to  maintain.  The  appeal  made  by  our  enemies  to  the  people, 
whom  jthey  wish,  say  they,  to  consult,  is  but  a  sarcasm,  undeserving  of  a 
moment's  consideration.  Finally,  the  resolution  formed  not  to  treat  with  the 
legitimate  de  facto  and  de  jure  government,  is  but  a  declaration  of  war  against 
the  law  of  nations,  seeing  that  it  closes  the  door  to  all  treaty  stipulations. 

Were  I  a  simple  private  individual,  or  if  the  power  which  I  exercise  origi- 
nated from  a  disgraceful  sedition,  as  has  too  frequently  happened,  before  the 
nation  was  willing  to  sustain  its  legitimate  government,  I  would  not  hesitate  to 
sacrifice  my  position,  if  by  this  means  I  could  divert  from  my  country  the 
scourge  of  war.  But  as  the  power  which  I  hold  is  not  my  patrimony,  but  a 
trust  confided  to  me  by  the  nation  for  the  special  purpose  of  maintaining  its 
independence  and  its  honor,  I  have  received  and  I  will  maintain  this  power  for 
the  whole  period  prescribed  by  our  fundamental  law,  and  I  shall  never  place  it 
at  the  mercy  of  a  foreign  enemy.  On  the  contrary,  I  shall  sustain  against  that 
enemy  the  war  which  the  whole  nation  has  accepted,  until  he  be  forced  to  recog- 
nize the  justice  of  our  cause.  But  the  government  cannot  evidently  fulfil  the 
arduous  duties  which  this  extraordinary  situation  imposes  on  it  without  the  dis- 
cretionary power  which  it  has  hitherto  exercised  under  the  authority  of  congress. 
I  will  endeavor  to  have  my  views  on  this  grave  affair  presented  to  you  in  a  few 
days. 

1  have  little  to  say  with  regard  to  any  other  branches  of  the  administration 
than  the  departments  of  war  and  finance,  as  much  attention  will  be  paid  to 
them  as  the  crisis  through  which  we  are  passing  will  permit  But  you  will 
u  nderstand  perfectly  that,  in  the  nature  of  things,  the  war  is  for  the  republic, 
and  its  government  the  principal  object  of  solicitude,  the  object,  indeed,  which 
must  absorb  almost  all  the  attention  and  the  resources  of  the  federal  power. 

In  fine,  I  am  intimately  convinced  that,  by  the  united  action  of  the  legislature 
and  the  executive,  if  the  two  branches  of  the  government  regulate  their  conduct 
on  the  energy  and  dignity  now  manifested  by  the  republic,  we  will  save  its  inde- 
pendence and  its  rights,  and  we  will  procure  it  the  respect  of  all  governments 
and  the  Kympathi€*s  of  all  who  love  liberty. 

Washington,  Navember  25,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 
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No.  16. 

[Translation.] 

Citizen  President  :  The  meeting  of  this  jissembly,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, ought,  indeed,  to  be  a  motive  for  reciprocal  congratulations  between 
the  representatives. of  the  nation  and  its  government.  The  convocation  of  the 
present  congress,  and  the  unalterable  regularity  of  that  which  has  preceded  it  in 
its  successive  sessions,  prove  that  the  efforts  of  the  country  to  establish  solid 
and  permanent  institutions  have  not  been  vain.  The  events  which  have  filled 
our  last  five  years  have  a  meaning  intelligible  to  every  one,  and  clearly  show 
that  the  country,  by  conquering  great  obstacles,  has  finally  entered  on  the  way 
of  a  normal  and  definitive  policy.  All  sorts  of  means  were  used  to  turn  it  from 
its  course ;  it  has  surmounted  them  all.  Now,  a  new  obstacle  is  presented — 
foreign  invasion  ;  it  will  surmount  that  likewise. 

This  sentiment  of  cofidence,  which  is  shared  Avith  me  by  all  the  members  of 
the  national  assembly,  is  justified  not  only  by  the  satisfactory  view  of  the  moral 
and  material  state  of  our  army,  just  given  to  the  chamber  by  the  executive. 
Behind  this  army,  citizen  president,  is  the  nation,  of  which  we  are.  the  repre- 
sentatives ;  and,  in  coming  to  take  our  place  here,  we  have  left  the  people  fully 
determined  to  dispute  the  progress  of  the  foreign  invader,  and  confident  as  to 
the  result  of  the  struggle. 

The  nation  is  resolved  to  sava  its  independence,  and  its  representatives 
assemble  in  congress  full  of  the  same  desire.  Lately  the  country  has  been 
successful  in  the  attainment  of  social  and  political  wealth  that  has  redoubled  its 
love  for  its  nationality.  This  word  is  no  longer  for  it  a  vague  expression — an 
abstract  idea ;  it  represents  to  its  eyes  the  collective  mass  of  all  positive  rights 
and  enjoyments. 

It  is  very  tnie  that  the  nation  has  recovered  in  a  few  years  a  degree  of 
strength  which  it  has  been  able  to  estimate  only  now  that  it  sees  itself  compelled 
to  make  use  of  it.  In  its  struggles  for  liberty,  its  character  has  received  a  new 
stamp,  so  that  it  feels  to-day  the  force  and  energy  which  fonnerly  enabled  it  to 
conquer  its  independence.  Its  Angor  has  been  multiplied  as  it  finds  by  ex- 
perience that  in  battle  fortune  is  found  on  the  side  of  justice,  and  that  glory  has 
come  to  our  embrace  even  in  the  very  first  combats. 

This  assembly,  as  well  as  the  government,  deplores  the  national  sorrow  that 
mingles  with  the  joy  of  triumph,  and  regrets  that  the  laurels  of  the  general 
who,  at  Puebla,  so  nobly  upheld  the  Mexican  flag  before  the  invader,  should  so 
soon  be  changed  to  ftineral  wreaths ;  but  whilst,  in  the  name  of  the  republic, 
the  congress  of  the  union  shares  the  sentiments  of  regret  expressed  by  the  gov- 
ernment, it  consoles  itself  with  the  iden  that  the  hero  of  the  5th  of  May  has 
traced  a  career  which  will  be  followed,  we  have  no  doubt,  by  the  other  worthy 
chiefs  to  whom  the  nation  has  intrusted  the  command  of  its  armies. 

The  national  legislature,  likewise,  understands  that  the  state  of  the  finances  of 
the  republic  will  present  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  government  in  organiz- 
ing the  means  of  resistance  which  the  country  is  resolved  to  offer ;  but  this  very 
resolution  will,  in  a  measure,  neutralize  these  obstacles,  because  it  disposes  the 
nation  to  all  kinds  of  sacrifices.  Yes,  the  people  are  disposed  to  make  all  the 
sacrifices  required  by  the  exigencies  of  war ;  all  they  ask  of  the  government  is 
to  save  their  independence  and  their  liberties. 

The  nation  has  already  declared  by  its  acts,  and  now  we  renew  that  declara- 
tion in  its  name,  that  the  persons  and  property  of  all  Mexicans,  from  this  mo- 
ment, belong  to  the  country.  The  traits  of  patriotic  devotion  manifested  every- 
where throughout  the  republic  authorize  this  expression  of  our  sentiments, 
which  need  not  be  understood  as  an  empty  parade  of  heroism.     Moreover,  the 
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patriotisTn,  the  abnegation,  the  sobriety  of  our  soldiers,  make  the  war  a  com- 
paratively cheap  necessity  for  Mexico.  The  internal  resources  of  the  country 
will  suffice  to  maintain  the  struggle,  even  were  it  to  last  for  several  years,  and 
for  proof  of  it  we  have  merely  to  consider  that  two  or  three  States  only  of  the 
confederation  have  sustained  our  army  of  the  east  for  a  long  space  of  time. 

The  hx>pe  expressed  by  the  government  of  resuming  our  normal  relations 
with  England  and  Spain,  as  soon  as  certain  accidental  and  momentary  incon- 
veniences shall  have  disappeared,  is  also  the  hope  and  desire  of  the  legislative 
body,  which  regards  the  loyal  and  noble  conduct  of  those  two  nations  and  their 
representatives  towards  the  republic  since  the  signing  of  the  preliminaries  of  La 
Soledad  as  a  guarantee  that  this  hope  will  be  realized. 

The  good  sense  of  the  nation  fully  coincides  with  the  government  in  its  esti- 
mation of  the  French  policy,  as  expressed  before  this  assembly.  The  Mexican 
people  will  not  be  deceived  by  protestations  of  interest  and  sympathy  in  the 
mouth  of  an  invader  who  has  entered  the  territory  of  the  republic  in  utter  disre- 
gard of  the  rights  of  nations.  The  sense  of  the  people  has  spoken  more  loudly 
than  all  these  artifices — the  usual  resources  of  all  conquerors  ;  and  in  all  these 
protestations  of  respect  for  public  opinion  and  the  interest  of  the  country  the 
people  see  but  an  insidious  attempt  to  subjugate  the  national  will  by  force  of 
arms,  andean  unprovoked  assault  on  the  sovereignty  and  dignity  of  an  unoffend- 
ing people.  Thus  the  invader  will  find  himself  mistaken,  if  he  flatters  himself 
to  make  the  national  suffrage  a  means  of  conquest  and  the  crowning  of  his 
usurpation. 

The  States  of  the  republic,  which  have  all  replied  to  the  true  appeal  of  their 
country,  by  sending  their  representatives  here,  will  reply  to  this  nefarious 
scheme,  not  by  their  suffrages,  but  by  new  battalions  to  repel  the  intruding 
invader.  The  distinction,  which  is  not  new,  and  which  the  foreign  enemy  pre- 
tends to  make,  between  the  Mexican  people  and  the  government,  has  been  justly 
rejected  by  the  national  opinion.  The  nation,  citizen  president,  will  always 
consider  itself  attacked,  when  the  magistrates,  created  by  its  free  vote,  are 
attacked,  as  those  who  now  govern  us.  The  present  president  of  the  republic 
can  count  on  all  the  States  to  repel  the  aggression  of  which  it  is  sought  to  make 
him  personally  the  object,  and  whatever  be  the  vicissitudes  of  the  struggle,  he 
will  find  in  each  city  a  rampart  and  a  wall  of  Mexicans  constantly  around  him. 
The  nation,  through  me,  entreats  its  chief  magistrate  to  defend  in  his  own  person 
the  dignity  of  Mexico,  and  to  be  immovable  in  carrying  out  the  energetic  resolu- 
tions which  he  has  just  expressed.  The  people  have  sent  us  to  strengthen  them, 
and  to  tell  the  government  that  they  are  armed  and  ready ;  that  there  are  no 
more  internal  enemies  to  conquer,  and  that  all  the  arms,  acquired  by  liberty  and 
independence,  are  prepared  to  sustain  the  legitimate  authorities  and  defend  the 
eovereignty  of  the  nation. 

The  government  will  find  in  these  sentiments  a  guarantee  of  the  union  which 
it  justly  desires  to  see  reigning  between  the  national  legislature  and  the  executive. 
Our  present  situation  leaves  no  room  for  rivalry  and  discord.  The  constitu- 
tional powers  of  the  government  ought  to  be,  as  the  nation  already  is,  united 
io  one  sole  sentiment,  that  of  patriotic  enthusiasm  exalted  by  the  danger  of  the 
republic. 

The  programme  recently  published  by  the  executive,  and  received  with 
general  approbation  by  the  people,  of  whom  we  are  the  representatives,  is 
another  proof  of  the  accord  of  the  two  powers  ;  and  finally,  those  sentiments 
of  dignity  and  energy  of  which  the  government  has  just  made  profession, 
which  it  ha^  made  the  rule  of  its  conduct,  and  which  are  the  sentiments  of  the 
nation  and  of  every  member  of  this  assembly,  is  a  final  guarantee  of  the  unity 
of  views  and  action  of  the  government  and  of  the  national  legislature. 

It  is  in  the  midst  of  the  outburst  of  national  pride,  offended  by  the  outrages 
^hich  a  foreign  enemy  has  offered  us,  that  the  elections  for  this  assembly  have 
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token  place  ;  and  the  people  have  tecitly  given  U6  a  commission  of  energy  and 
dignity  to  prove  to  France  that  the  rights  of  people  in  the  throes  of  dissolution 
may,  indeed,  he  trampled  under  foot  with  impunity  ;  but  not  those  of  a  people 
in  the  process  of  reorganization,  and  who  feel  themselves  vivified  by  a  spirit  of 
regeneration,  of  liberty,  and  of  independence. 

Wa8HL\gton,  November  25,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  17. 
[Translation.] 

Manifesto  of  the  General  Congress 

The  representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  assembled  in  congress, 
declare  that  the  first  and  most  imperious  of  their  duties,  in  beginning  their  legis- 
lative labors,  at  this  constitutional  epoch  of  their  legislature,  is  to  Beclaro  to 
their  fellow-citizens,  and  to  the  whole  world,  what  is  their  intention  on  meetinj; 
together  to  fulfil  the  high  mission  that  the  people  have  intrusted  to  them  in  such 
critical  and  solemn  circumstances,  and  what  is  equally  their  firm  resolution,  what- 
ever may  be,  on  the  other  hand,  the  events  which  the  future  may  prepare  for  the 
country. 

With  the  nation  invaded  and  insulted,  after  having  been  so  much  calumniated, 
its  rights  unrecognized  and  violated,  its  sovereignty  and  its  independence  con- 
temned, there  has  been  invoked  for  the  justice  of  such  deeds  the  downfall  of 
JPresident  Juarez,  putting  him  forward  as  the  sole  cause  and  as  the  only  enemy 
that  it  wtLs  necessary  to  combat,  in  the  same  manner  as  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century  there  was  invoked,  for  reasons  very  different,  the  downfall  of' 
Napoleon  I.  It  is  said  that  war  is  not  made  against  the  nation,  but  against  a 
single  man ;  and  contrary  to  what  leagued  Eui'ope  declared  in  other  terms  to  in- 
vaded France,  we  are  promised  a  thousand  advantages,  and  that  the  will  of  all 
shall  be  consulted,  whilst  they  pull  down  the  government  estoblished  by  us  all. 

What  then  happened  to  France  would  now  happen  to  Mexico ;  her  humilia- 
tion, the  dismemberment  of  her  territory,  or  her  transformation  from  the  condi- 
tion of  a  nation  to  that  of  a  French  colony. 

The  Emperor  of  the  French  declares  to  Mexico  that  he  does  not  send  it  war 
but  happiness ;  that  his  only  enemy  is  Juarez,  and  that  on  his  disappearance  all 
that  Mexico  wishes  shall  be  done,  so  that  if  it  insists  in  placing  at  its  head 
President  Juarez,  the  French  troops  will  support  them. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  inquire  by  what  right  there  is  required  of  the  Mexi- 
cans such  a  thing,  or  any  other  that  militates  in  the  least  with  their  sovereignty. 

It  is  well  known  that  all  laws  and  rights  are  dumb  when  arms  alone  command 
and  make  themselves  heard. 

But  to  such  language  Mexico  and  all  Mexicans  reply  that  they  do  not  ac- 
cept— that  they  will  never  accept — the  least  foreign  intervention  in  their  aflairs 
and  in  their  social  and  political  organization ;  that  citizen  Benito  Juarez  having 
been  elected,  freely  and  constitutionally,  first  magistrate  of  the  republic,  they 
will  never  consent  to  receive  the  law  from  a  foreign  power,  however  powerful  it 
may  be,  however  numerous  and  warlike  may  be  the  armies  with  the  aid  of  which 
the  country  is  invaded,  but  that  they  will  oppose,  now  and  always,  until  the  legal 
ti?rm  of  his  power  is  concluded,  his  separation  from  the  post  which  he  so  worthily 
occupies. 
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The  cougrees  of  the  union  declares  so  by  the  organ  of  its  representatives  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  declaring,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  will  invest  the  ex- 
ecutive, under  the  present  circumstances,  with  all  the  amount  of  powers  requisite 
for  the  present  posture  of  affairs ;  that  the  constitution  confers  on  him  sufficient 
powers  for  such  a  purpose,  and  places,  consequently,  all  its  confidence  in  the 
president. 

The  representatives  of  the  nation  declare,  in  like  manner,  that  they  will  apply 
themselves,  with  all  possible  zeal,  to  the  development  of  its  political  system, 
endowing  it  with  the  constitutional  laws  that  are  still  wanting  to  crowu  the  edifice 
and  give  it  all  the  firmness  and  solidity  of  which  it  is  deficient. 

The  assembling  of  the  present  congress  at  this  moment  is  the  best  and  most 
triumphant  proof  of  the  regularity  of  the  progress  of  the  administration. 

The  same  i*egularity  which  is  observed  in  the  States  that  compose  this  con- 
federation, and  which  has  reigned  in  the  free,  spontaneous,  and  legal  elections 
of  all  of  us  who  are  here  assembled,  give  the  lie  to  all  the  calumnies  invented 
by  our  gratuitous  enemies ;  and  the  congress  of  the  United  Mexican  States  con- 
sider it  as  one  of  their  first  and  most  agreeable  duties  to  consummate  the  grand 
work  of  the  consolidation  of  the  federal  institutions,  pursuing  their  laboi*8  with 
the  same  calmness  and  admirable  regularity. 

In  occupying  themselves  with  their  duties  at  home,  the  congress  will  not 
neglect  those  which  affairs  abroad  impose  upon  them. 

The  congress  is  animated  with  the  best  disposition  to  defend  the  honor  and 
good  fame  of  Mexico  and  its  authorities.  Now  that  both  the  latter  and  the 
former  have  given  such  honorable  as  well  as  evident  proof  that  the  country  was 
calumniated,  by  the  urbane,  noble,  loyal,  and  generous  conduct  which  the 
republic  has  observed,  and  which  it  still  observes,  toward  the  foreigners  that 
live  in  it,  and  toward  the  French  themselves,  in  spite  of  the  imprudence  of  some 
of  the  latter,  it  will  persist  in  that  conduct,  and  will  support  the  government 
until  friendly  relations  are  re-established  with  foreign  powers,  and  until  justice 
is  done  to  the  one  who  has  it  on  his  side.  The  republic  will  fulfil  its  duties  * 
and  obligations,  and  will  continue  to  observe  the  same  conduct.  The  peaceable 
foreigner  will  be  protected,  as  he  has  hitherto  been,  not  only  as  far  as  right 
might  demand,  but,  in  addition,  as  far  as  the  most  ample  generosity  can  inspire; 
the  bad  or  the  criminal  will  be  repressed  or  punished  in  the  severest  manner. 

The  representatives  in  congress  assembled  desire  nothing  so  ardently  as  to 
see  confirmed  the  hopes  which  the  executive  made  known  at  the  opening  of  its 
session,  and  that  will  be  a  day  of  satisfaction  and  glory  for  the  country  in 
which  there  will  be  re-established  a  good  understanding  between  the  republic 
and  the  governments  of  England  and  Spain. 

The  noble  and  loyal  conduct  of  their  representatives  at  the  moment  of  the 
breaking  of  the  convention  at  Soledad  demands  on  our  part,  every  kind  of 
consideration,  and  Mexico  will  never  forget  the  chivalry  and  gentlemanly  con- 
duct of  the  valiant  Spanish  general.  He  has  rendered  services  to  Mexico,  but 
he  has  rendered  still  greater  services  to  his  own  country,  (Spain.)  It  is  for  the 
whole  world  to  decide  on  which  side  justice  is,  and  on  which  side  honor  and 
loyalty  dwell. 

Impartial  history  will  be  very  severe  towards  the  French  plenipotentiaries, 
whose  conduct  and  intrigues  are  in  contrast  with  the  dignified  and  highly 
honorable  attitude  of  the  English  and  Spanish  representatives. 

The  Mexican  republic  has  accepted  the  ravaging  war  which  the  Emperor  of 
France  hajs  sent  against  it ;  and  it  could  not  be  otherwise  if  it  is  considered  as 
the  possessor  of  the  rights  and  duties  which  every  sovereign  and  independent 
nation  holds. 

But  that  resistance  to  which  it  is  forced,  that  defensive  war,  it  will  carry  it 
on  for  it«  own  honor,  as,  until  now,  every  civilized  nation  has  carried  it  on,  in 
ponformity  with  the  law  of  peace  and  war,  in  accordance  with  the  progress  of 
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the  age.  It  will  cany  it  on  with  energy  and  decision,  and  will  defend  itself 
from  him  who  makes  the  war  without  ceasing  to  declare,  at  the  same  time,  aD 
its  sympathies  for  the  nation  against  which  it  sees  itself  forced  to  struggle. 

If  the  Emperor  says  to  Mexico  that  he  does  not  wish  war  with  it,  and  that 
he  makes  it  only  against  its  president,  Juarez,  the  Mexican  nation  replies  that 
it  has  not  provoked,  that  it  has  not  wished  for,  that  it  docs  not  wish  for  war 
against  France ;  that  it  has  accepted  it,  and  will  carry  it  on  as  long  as  may  be 
necessary,  and  with  all  the  vigor  and  perseverance  which  wars  of  that  nature 
demand. 

Mexico  only  wishes  for  peace  and  good  intelligence  with  France ;  it  only  de- 
sires to  see  it  prosper,  and  that  it  may  be  great  and  happy,  and  does  not  enter- 
tain with  regard  to  it  any  other  sentiment  but  that  of  admiration  when  it  sees 
her  proceeding  in  the  path  of  justice, 

Mexico  has  accepted  this  unjust  war,  and  will  not  abandon  what  it  has 
undertaken — will  not  crnter  upon  any  proposition  of  peace,  nor  any  kind  of 
arrangements  that  may  cause  it  to  sacrifice  its  honor  and  dignity,  or  suffer  the 
least  dismemberment  of  its  territory.  Such  is  the  object  that  some  persons 
attribute  to  the  colossal  expedition  that  has  been  sent  to  our  coast  to  invade 
our  hearths. 

A  rich  California  sprung  from  another  invasion  of  the  Mexican  territory. 
Perhaps  the  greedy  speculators  of  Europe,  united  to  personages  of  high  stand- 
ing at  the  French  court,  and  to  agents  of  the  latter  in  the  republic,  who,  abusing 
their  character  and  their  position,  have  converted  themselves  in  associates  and 
accomplices  of  those  who,  practicing  the  stock-jobbing,  (agrobage,)  found  their 
speculations  on  the  ruin  of  the  country,  and  wish  to  find  a  new  California  in 
our  rich  and  metalliferous  lands. 

The  wisdom  and  foresight  of  the  celebrated  Monroe  and  Bolivar  are  mani- 
fested with  palpable  evidence  now  more  than  ever. 

The  Emperor  of  the  French  brings  the  war  not  only  to  Mexico,  but  to  all 
the  American  continent. 

So  it  has  been  understood  by  Peru  and  Chili,  and  so  it  ought  to  be,  and  is, 
understood  by  the  United  States  of  the  north,  and  by  the  other  republics  of  the 
continent.  Mexico  only  serves  as  the  entering  wedge ;  it  is  the  door  that,  once 
opened,  will  give  way  to  the  balance  of  the  continent. 

The  cause  of  Mexico  is  a  continental  cause.  In  defending  her  liberties,  she 
defends  the  liberties  of  the  New  World. 

The  indignation  which  those  attacks  excite  will  make  all  Mexicans  united  to 
drive  back  so  unjust  an  invasion.  Some  of  them,  whom  the  spirit  of  party  had 
drawn  to  the  foreign  camp,  seduced  by  the  words  independence  and  liberty, 
have  begun  to  see  clearly,  and  have'  come  back,  and  will  come  back  every  day 
to  where  their  brothers  and  country  call  them. 

Let  those  Frenchmen  who  wage  a  war  of  savages  against  an  unoffending  peo- 
ple, remembering  by  their  atrocious  deeds  against  the  aged  men,  women,  and 
children,  by  the  burning  of  their  homes,  the  barbarity  of  those  wars  which  the 
men  of  the  north  brought  on  Europe  during  the  early  centuries  of  the  present 
era,  wash  from  their  hands  the  stain  which  they  now  desire  to  bring  upon  them- 
selves. 

In  defending  Mexico  neither  opinions  nor  particular  persons  are  defended; 
the  most  sacred  cause  for  every  man  in  society  is  defended,  and  in  that  there  are 
neither  majorities  nor  minorities.  During  some  time,  and  more  than  once,  a  mi- 
nority has  ruled  in  this  capital,  finding  its  support  in  the  representative  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  French,  and  invoking  the  protection  of  this  latter.  But  that 
time  has  passed  never  to  return.  To-day  it  is  not  a  minority,  nor  a  part  more 
or  less  sound,  of  this  or  that  race  which  is  put  at  the  head  of  that  invasion;  all 
of  us  who  are  getting  ready  for  defence  are  Mexicans,  and  the  oppressed  m}^jo^ 
ities  are  impudently  invoked  when  a  nation  is  beheld  united  and  unanimous^ 
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ind  when  there  is  heard,  by  tho  organ  of  its  free  and  lawful  repreaentatives,  ita 
jnergetic  and  sovereign  voice. 

The  country  in  danger  calls  us  to  its  defence;  let  us  do  it  worthy  of  the  cause 
hat  is  sustained,  and  let  us  imitate  the  heroic  conduct  of  those  who  were  our 
athcrs. 

Let  Puebla  and  the  5th  of  May  be  another  Baylen  and  another  2d  of  May  for 
»;  and  let  the  struggle  of  Spain  against  the  first  Napoleon  be  the  guide  and  the 
nodel  for  the  struggle  that  Mexico  has  commenced  against  Napoleon  the  Third. 
It  is  an  axiom  established  by  the  long  and  bloody  history  of  the  revolutions 
>f  the  world,  that  a  people  can  be  free  if  they  wish  to  be  so.  To  accomplish  this 
t  is  indispensable  that  we  will  defend  our  political  status  and  the  place  that  was 
'X)nquered  for  our  independent  country  by  the  blood  of  her  heroic  fathers. 

The  unconquerable  defences  carried  to  the  last  extremity ;  resistance  by  every 
neans,  exhausting  every  resource ;  the  sacrifice  of  everything  and  all,  of  lives 
ind  property,  without  being  stopped  by  anything,  without  seeing  itself  restrained 
)y  any  secondary  consideration ;  such  are  the  intention  and  spirit  that  animate 
dl  and  each  of  the  representatives  of  the  insulted  Mexican  people. 

Firmness  in  the  object,  whatever  may  be  the  obstacles  or  disasters  that  may 
)ccur;  perseverance  in  action,  and  the  union  of  all  hearts,  co-operating  all  and 
D  all  possible  ways,  each  one  according  to  his  means,  to  obtain  the  result  we 
dm  at ;  such  is  the  unanimous  opinion  and  greatest  of  the  >vishes  of  the  Mexi- 
*Ans  who  represent  their  fellow-citizens  in  this  congress. 

United,  we  shall  be  respected;  united,  we  shall  suffer  the  fortune  which  is  re- 
«rved*for  us;  united,  we  shall  oppose  all  dangers  and  overcome  all  misfortunes; 
in! ted,  we  shall  at  last  triumph,  and  shall  come  out  with  honor  and  glory  from 
I  struggle  which,  since  it  has  not  been  provoked,  is  an  example  of  the  greatest 
>f  injustice  that  can  be  found  in  the  annals  of  history. 

JOSfi  GONZALEZ  ECHP:VERRIA, 
Representative  of  the  State  of  Zacatecasy  president, 
FELIX  ROMERO, 
Representative  of  the  State  of  Oajacay  secretary. 

MANUEL  MARIA  OVANDO. 
Representative  of  the  State  of  Puehlaj  secretury. 
JOAQUIN  MARIA  ALCALDE, 
Representative  of  the  State  of  ChierrerOy  secretary. 
FRANCISCO  BUSTAMANTA, 
Representative  of  the  State  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  secretary. 
(Here  follow  the  signatures  of  the  representatives  of  other  States,  the  num- 
^r  of  whom  amounts  to  109.) 
Hall  op  Sessions  of  the  Congress  of  the  Ujnion, 

Mexico,  October  27,  1S62. 

Washington,  November  25,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  18. 

[TrHn^latioli.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  FOREIGN  RELAIIONS  AND  INTERIOR. 

Office  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Government. 

The  citizen  president  of  tlie  republic  has  thought  proper  to  transmit  to  me 
be  following  decree : 
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The  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  president  of  the  United  States  of 
Mexico  to  its  inhabitants  :  Know  ye  that  the  soverei^  congress  of  the  union 
has  decreed  the  following  : 

The  congress  of  the  union  has  thought  proper  to  issue  the  following  decree: 

Article  1.  The  dispositions  contained  in  articles  1  and  2  of  the  law  of  Mgy 
3d  last  are  declared  in  full  force. 

Article  2.  The  suspension  of  the  guarantees  and  authorizations,  conceded 
to  the  executive  by  the  present  law,  will  last  six  months,  provided  that  peace 
with  France  is  not  re-established  before  the  end  of  that  period.  If  the  war 
should  last  more  than  six  months  said  suspension  and  authorization  will  la^t 
until  thirty  days  after  the  reassembling  of  congress. 

Articlk  3.  The  executive  will  give  an  account  of  what  use  he  has  made  of 
these  faculties  fifteen  days  after  the  authorizations  have  ceased. 

Article  4.  It  is  declared  that  the  executive  has  no  faculty  to  interfere  nor 
decide  in  civil  affairs  between  private  persons,  or  in  criminal  cases  in  which 
offence  of  private  rights  is  only  involved. 

Article  5.  In  the  powers  granted  by  this  decree  is  not  included  that  of  con- 
travening, in  any  way,  the  provisions  of  title  4  of  the  constitution. 

Given  in  the  hall  of  sessions  of  the  congress  of  the  union,  in  Mexico,  the  27tli 
October,  1862,  Jose  Gonzalez  Echeverria,  deputy  president;  Felix  Romero, 
deputy  secretary  ;  Joaquin  M.  Alcalde,  deputy  secretary. 

Therefore  I  order  it  to  be  printed,  publisned,  and  carried  into  effect. 

Given  at  the  national  palace  of  the  federal  government  of  Mexico  on  the 
27th  of  October,  1862. 

BENITO  JUAREZ 

To  the  Citizen  Juan  Antonio  de  la  Fuente, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  Government, 

And  I  communicate  it  to  you  for  your  information  and  fulfilment. 
Liberty  and  reform. 

FUENTE. 
Mexico,  October  27.  1862. 

Washin«to\,  ^oremher  25,  1862. 
This  is  a  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


Mr.  Seivard  to  Mr.  Romero. 


Department  of  State, 

Washingtan,  Novernher  25,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  United  States  vice-consul  at  Vera  Cruz  informs  me,  under  date  of 
the  13th  ultimo,  that  he  has  been  requested  by  General  Forey,  commanding  the 
French  expedition  in  Mexico,  not  to  forward,  under  cover  of  the  seal  of  the 
consulate,  any  correspondence  to  the  interior  other  than  the  official  correspond- 
ence of  the  United  States  with  their  agents  in  Mexico. 

Under  the  existing  circumstances,  the  United  States  vice-consul  has  been 
instructed  by  this  department  to  conform  to  the  regulations  so  established  witli 
regard  to  the  transmission  of  his  correspondence  to  the  capital  of  Mexico. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Matias  Romero,  ^.,  ^.,  S^. 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Lbuation  in  the  United  States  4)f  America, 

Washington^  November  25^  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  me  under  date  of  this  day,  communicating 
to  me  that  the  vice-consul  of  the  United  States  at  Vera  Cruz  had  informed 
your  department,  under  date  of  the  13th  of  October  last,  that  General  Forey, 
commander-in-chief  of  the  French  expedition  in  Mexico,  has  requested  him  not 
to  send,  under  the  seal  of  the  consulate,  any  correspondence  to  the  interior  of 
the  republic,  unless  it  be  the  official  correspondence  of  the  United  States  with 
its  agents  in  Mexico,  in  consequence  of  which,  and  under  the  existing  circum- 
stances, your  department  has  instructed  the  vice-consul  of  the  United  States  to 
conform  to  the  regulations  established  with  respect  to  the  transmission  of  his 
correspondence  to  the  capital  of  the  republic. 

While  replying  to  you,  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  ren(?w  to  you 
the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  fyc.,  dec,  Sfc. 


M.  ROMERO. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 


[Fraiihlaiion.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  Umted  States  of  America, 

Washington,  November  30,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  received  instructions  from  my  government  to  com- 
plain to  that  of  the  United  States  about  the  conduct  which  Commodore  Charles 
H.  Bell,  commanding  the  United  States  squadron  in  the  Pacific,  observed  at 
Acapulco,  toward  the  end  of  August  last,  on  the  an-ival  at  that  port  of  the 
French  sloop-of-war  Bayonnaise. 

As  appears  from  a  letter  which  General  Ghilardi,  military  commandant  at 
Acapulco,  addressed  to  me  on  the  25th  August  last,  of  which  I  annex  copy  of 
the  concerning  portion  of  it,  Commodore  Bell  manifested  on  that  occasion  a  par- 
tiality for  the  French  which  does  not  correspond  with  the  neutrality  which  his 
government  seems  to  intend  to  maintain  in  the  war  which  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  is  making  on  Mexico.  My  government  cannot  consent  that,  when 
operating  in  favor  of  Mexico,  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States  may  always 
be  a  hindrance,  that  their  government  should  pass  unnoticed  a  partiality  so 
manifestly  injurious  to  Mexico. 

I  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  ot  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c.,  dc,  dc. 


[Enclosure.] 

Acapulco,  August  25,  1862. 

#  •  •  #  # 

On  this  very  day  I  have  the  enemy  before  me,  who  came  in  at  nine  this  morn- 
ing. It  is  the  French  sloop-of-war  Bayounaiee.  As  soon  as  said  vessel 
hove  in  sight,  I  addressed  an  official  communication  to  the  American  command- 
ant of  the  Pacific  squadron,  stating  that  the  town  not  being  defensible,  and 
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Fort  San  Diego  not  supplied  with  any  arrangement  for  defence,  he  ohould  give 
the  enemj  to  understand  that  the  city  and  hospital  avowed  themselves  to  be 
neutral,  there  being  none  but  sick,  invalids,  old  people,  and  children,  assuring 
him  that  from  no  house,  street,  or  point  would  they  see  a  shot  fired,  because  all 
the  operations  of  war  were  directed  to  other  positions,  and  therefore  they 
should  turn  to  them,  leaving  the  town  free,  having  been  declared  neutral.  When 
the  sloop  came  in,  the  American  commodore,  Charles  H.  Bell,  and  the  consul  of 
the  United  States  went  together  on  board  the  sloop  and  made  known  what  I 
have  stated  to  the  commander ;  and  he,  in  reply,  asked  an  interview  with  me, 
which  was  solicited  through  the  medium  of  the  consul,  to  whom  I  stated  that  1 
could  not  grant  it.  Afterwards  the  commodore  came  and  pressed  the  matter, 
and  asked  for  provisions  and  water  for  the  enemy,  and  I  also  refused  to  grant 
these.  Surprised  at  this,  the  commodore  said  to  me  I  was  giving  room  to  the 
enemy  to  take  what  he  might  want  by  force ;  that  he  was  using  his  interme- 
diation to  prevent  a  rupture,  supposing  the  sloop  was  neutral.  To  which  I 
answered,  she  never  could  be  neutral  when  her  nation  was  at  open  war  with 
Mexico,  and  for  such  reason  I  could  grant  nothing  absolutely.  Then  the  com- 
modore said  the  sloop  would  set  fire  to  the  town,  as  her  guns  could  not  injore 
my  positions,  and  having  done  so  she  would  depart.  1  replied,  such  threata 
did  not  impose  on  me,  although  such  could  only  come  from  the  agents  of  Napo- 
leon, and  that  only  they  could  entertain  sentiments  so  barbarous,  foreign  to 
everv  Christian  and  to  humanity,  but',  nevertheless,  that  inextinguishable  stain 
would  rest  on  the  French  fliig,  for  such  proceedings  are  foreign  to  warfare ;  that 
I  was  disposed  to  repel  force  by  force,  because  that  was  required  by  duty  and 
by  right.  The  said  commodore,  in  his  language,  has  shown  thorough  partiality 
towards  the  French.  As  he  gave  place  for  the  sloop  to  be  always  under  cover 
from  my  guns,  his  conduct  has  been  widely  different  from  what  he  ought  to 
have  observed,  as  he  belonged  to  a  nation  in  friendship  with  us.     •  *        • 

The  commander  of  the  frigate  Lancaster,  on  board  of  which  the  commodore 
is,  stands  aloof  because  he  is  displeased  enough  with  his  proceedings,  and  only 
waits  the  arrival  of  the  San  Francisco  steamer  to  show  it.  The  interpositiop 
of  the  frigate  mentioned  prevented  me  from  operating  against  the  enemy. 

L.  GHILARDI. 
His  Excellency  Don  M  ATI  as  Eomero, 

Minuter t  Sfc.y  Washington. 

Washington,  November  30,  1862. 
Copy. 

ROMERO. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  December  3  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note 
of  the  30th  of  November  last,  in  which,  by  direction  of  your  government,  you 
complain  of  an  undue  partiality  to  the  prejudice  of  Mexico  alleged  to  have 
been  practiced  at  Acapulco  by  Commodore  Charles  H.  Bell,  commanding  the 
United  States  naval  squadron  in  the  Pacific. 

You  may  assure  your  government  that  no  misconduct  of  that  kind,  if  estab- 
lished in  fact,  would  in  any  case  be  approved  or  excused  by  the  President  An 
investigation  of  the  complaint  will  be  instituted  immediately,  and  you  will  be 
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advised  of  the  views  of  this  govcrament  as  soon  as  the  rctnults  of  the  inquiry 
shall  have  heen  obtained. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  you  renewed  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  M  ATI  as  Rombro,  Sfc.,  S^c,  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  Ver^ember  8,  1862. 
Sir  :  Having  referred  a  translation  of  your  note  and  its  enclosure,  relating  to 
certain  alleged  grounds  of  complaint  against  Flag-Officer  Bell,  United  States 
navy,  whilst  at  Acapulco,  in  August  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  5th  instant, 
and  of  the  papers  therewith  submitted  for  my  perusal. 

I  trust  that  these  papers  will  correct  any  misapprehensions  which  may  have 
been  entertained  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  officer  referred  to. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  you  a  renewed  assurance  of  my 
high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Matia.s  Romero,  Sft:.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Navy  Department,  December  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d 
iistant,  enclosing  for  my  consideration  a  translation  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Romero^ 
tfexican  chargd  d'affaires,  dated  the  30th  ultimo,  with  its  accompaniment,  in 
reference  to  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Charles  H.  Bell,  at  Acapulco,  in  Au- 
gust last. 

The  affair  to  which  these  papers  refer  was  the  subject  of  a  despatch  from 
Commodore  Bell,  under  date  of  the  5th  of  September  last,  which,  with  its  en- 
closure, is  herewith  transmitted.  Commodore  Bell  has  always  been  regarded  as 
a  judicious  and  discreet  officer,  and  has  the  confidence  of  the  department. 

After  making  such  use  of  his  despatch   and  enclosure  as  you  may  think 
proper,  I  will  thank  you  to  return  them  to  the  department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  54.]  United  States  Flag-Ship  Lancaster, 

Acapulco,  September  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  25th  ultimo  (No.  49)  from  this 
port,  stating  that  all  was  quiet.  Two  days  after,  on  the  27th,  the  French 
corvette  La  Bayonnaise,  Captain  Mallett,  arrived,  and  anchored  between  the 
Lancaster  and  the  town.  A  note  was  immediately  sent  to  me  by  General  Ghi- 
lardi,  the  governor  and  commander  of  the  military  forces,  with  a  request  that  E 
would  communicate  with  the   French    captain,  informing   him  that  Fort  San 
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Diego,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  was  dismantled  and  at  present  used  only 
for  hospital  purposes ;  and,  further,  that  in  the  event  of  hostilities,  he  hoped  the 
French  guns  would  not  be  pointed  in  that  direction.  The  reply  of  Captain 
Mallett  was,  that  he  did  not  enter  the  port  with  hostile  intent,  but  for  the  mh 
purpose  of  obtaining  his  letters  fi-om  the  mail  steamer,  hourly  expected  from 
San  Francisco.  This  was  communicated  to  the  governor.  Notwithstanding,  he 
sent  an  order  to  the  Frenchman  to  leave  the  harbor  immediately.  The  French 
captain  responded  that,  if  he  was  fired  into,  as  he  could  not  elevate  his  guns  to 
reach  the  battery,  he  would  fire  into  the  town.  He,  however,  unmoored  and 
dropped  outside  of  us,  keeping  the  Lancaster  between  his  ship  and  the  fort  on 
the  hill  in  the  rear  of  the  town.  I  informed  the  governor  that  the  Frenchman 
was  sincere  in  what  he  stilted — that  he  did  not  intend  hostilities  ;  but  that  if  he 
(the  governor)  was  determined  in  his  course,  I  must  insist  upon  at  least  four 
hours'  notice,  sq  as  to  give  notice  to  neutrals,  particularly  Americans,  on  shore, 
and  to  move  the  Lancaster  out  of  the  line  of  fire. 

This  course  did  not  seem  to  suit  his  excellency's  views,  and,  from  the  purport 
of  a  long  letter  I  received  from  him,  I  discovered  that  he  wished  me  to  place 
the  Lancaster  in  a  position  where  she  would  shield  the  town  from  the  French 
corvette,  while  the  Mexicans  could  fire  at  her  with  impunity  from  their  bat- 
teries. I  enclose  you  my  reply,  which  explains  the  whole  matter.  The  La 
Bay onnaise  remained  at  her  anchorages  until  the  arrival  of  the  mail  steamer  from 
San  Francisco  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and,  on  receiving  her  mail,  sailed  immediately 
for  Panama.  The  course  pursued  by  the  Mexican  governor  general  was  at  least 
impolitic.  French  men-of-war,  only  a  few  weeks  previous,  had  been  permitted 
to  come  into  the  port  and  to  purchase  such  supplies  as  they  needed,  and  this 
course  had  been  pursued  at  Manzanillo  and  San  Bias. 

The  French,  notwithstandhig  their  war  on  the  Atlantic,  have  never  extended 
hostilities  to  this  side  of  the  continent,  and  no  port  on  the  Pacific  has  been 
blockaded  or  the  Mexican  commerce  interfei-ed  with,  except  in  one  instance,  pro- 
duced by  great  provocation ;  but  the  vessel  was  afterwards  released. 

The  blockade  of  this  port,  where  our  mail  steamers  touch  at  each  trip  for 
coal,  and  where  coal  ships  are  constantly  arriving,  would  produce  incalcidable 
inconvenience,  expense,  and  trouble  ;  and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Mexican  authorities  would  hasten  such  complications. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  presence  of  this  ship  at  this  time  at  Acapulco  pre- 
vented a  bombardment,  which  might  have  led  to  serious  consequences. 

The  officers  and  crew  continue  in  good  health. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  H.  BEIJ., 
Commander-in-Chief  Pacijic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Lancaster, 

Acapulco,  September  1,  IS62. 

Se^or  General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  your  excellency,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  without  date.  In  reply,  I  will  state 
that  in  regard  to  the  question  of  the  war  between  France  and  Mexico,  referred 
to  in  your  letter,  whether  it  is  just  or  unjust  it  is  no|  my  business  at  this  tim^ 
to  discuss.  On  the  arrival  of  the  French  ship-of-war  La  Bayonnaise,  at  your 
request,  I  informed  her  commander  that  Fort  San  Diego  was  dismantled  of  its 
guns  and  now  only  used  for  hospital  purposes,  and  that  in  the  event  of  hostil- 
ities between  the  French  corvette  and  the  shore  it  should  be  spared  from  at- 
tack. Captain  Mallett's  reply,  which  I  communicated  to  you,  was  that  he  had 
no  intention  whatever  of  commencing  hostilities,  that  his  only  object  of  visitmg 
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the  port  of  Acapulco  was  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  mail  steamer  from  San 
Francisco,  and  that  as  soon  as  that  steamer  arrived  he  should  leave  the  harhor. 

Notwithstanding  this  notice,  I  have  been  informed  that  jou  sent  him  word  to 
quit  the  port  immediately. 

In  order  to  prevent  hostilities  the  French  ship  was  moved  to  a  greater  dis- 
tance from  your  batterie,s,  which  compelled  her  to  anchor  in  a  position  which 
placed  the  United  States  ship  Lancaster  between  her  and  the  field-works  erected 
m  the  rear  of  the  town ;  and  if,  in  this  position,  the  Lancaster  became  a  shield 
to  La  Bayonnaise,  your  excellency  will  tear  in  mind  that  she  also  protected  the 
town  from  the  fire  of  the  French  corvette,  particularly  that  portion  of  it  where 
your  excellency  has  your  headquarters. 

The  statement  of  your  excellency  that  it  was  a  breach  of  neutrality  not  to 
move  the  Lancaster  when  the  La  Bayonnaise  anchored  outside  of  her,  so  as  to 
give  the  fort  in  the  rear  of  the  town  an  opportunity  to  strike  her,  cannot  be 
sustained.  Your  excellency  is  informed  that  the  French  corvette  was  not  chained 
to  a  rock,  and  could  have  changed  her  position  at  each  movement  of  the  Lan- 
caster. No  doubt  it  would  have  been  very  desirable  for  those  on  shore  to  have 
hauled  the  Lancaster  so  close  to  the  town  that  the  fort  on  the  hill  could  have 
operated  on  the  French  corvette,  while  the  latter  could  not  use  her  guns  without 
risk  of  hitting  the  ship  of  a  friendly  power.  The  request  made  to  your  excel- 
lency was  no  more  than  should  have  been  insisted  on  fi-om  the  French  com- 
mander, that  before  hostilities  commenced  a  reasonable  time  should  be  given  to 
remove  the  property  and  persons  of  neutrals;  and  four  or  five  hours  was  all  the 
time  requested.  Had  hostilities  commenced  without  this  notice,  and  injury  sus- 
tained by  any  neutral  present,  it  might  have  produced  results  of  a  most  serious 
nature. 

There  are  several  inaccuracies  in  your  excellency's  letter  which  I  will  notice, 
and  which,  I  hope,  were  caused  by  a  misunderstanding  in  consequence  of  a  want 
of  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  English  language  in  those  persons  used  as 
interpreters. 

I  never  sent  the  American  consul  to  ask  you  to  have  an  interview  with  the 
French  commander,  nor  have  I  ever  sent  him,  or  any  other  person,  to  you  for 
any  purpose  whatever  in  connexion  with  this  affair. 

1  ou  are  also  mistaken  when  you  assert  that  I  requested  to  see  your  orders 
from  the  general  commanding  the  department.  When  at  your  quarters  you 
proposed  to  show  them  to  me,  but  could  not  find  them.  I  repeatedly  assured 
you  that  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  your  statement.  The  "  American  citi- 
zen," whom  you  call  *•  Henry  Kastan,"  who  acted  as  your  interpreter,  to  my 
surprise,  brought  on  board  a  copy  of  this  order  which  your  excellency  haa 
taken  the  trouble  to  send.  His  statement  to  you  in  regard  to  my  having  said 
**  that  the  French  flag  was  sufficiently  humbled,"  &c.,  &c.,  is  not  correct,  and  I 
can  only  excuse  it  from  his  want  of  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  English  lan- 

faage.  I  would  here  beg  leave  to  remark  that,  except  from  your  excellency,  I 
ave  never  heard  that  Mexico  was  an  "  ally  of  the  IJ nited  States,"  as  you  have 
been  pleased  to  state  twice  in  your  communication.  Mexico  and  the  United 
States  are  at  peace,  and  I  hope  may  remain  so  for  many  years,  but  the  United 
States  is  no  more  an  aUy  of  Mexico  than  any  other  friendly  nation. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  congratulating  your  excellency  on 
the  departure  of  the  French  corvette,  which  sailed  for  P.^jiama  as  soon  as  her 
commander  received  his  letters  from  the  mail  steamer  from  San  Francisco. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

CHAS.  H.  BELL, 
CamTnander-in- Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Farces,  Facijic  ocean. 
SeSor  General  L.  Ghilardi, 

General  commanding  Acapulco, 

H  Ex.  Doc.  64 26 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington^  December  16,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  When  M.  Billatdt  delivered  his  speech  on  Mexican  affairs 
before  the  coros  legislative  of  France  on  the  26th  of  Jnne  of  the  present  year, 
to  which  I  referred  in  the  note  1  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  department 
on  the  2d  of  October  last,  he  very  likely  believed  that  his  voice  would  not  be 
heard  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  assembly,  and  that  he  could  misrepresent  truth, 
alter  the  facts,  and  slander  Mexico  with  impunity,  and  without  fear  that  the  lie 
should  be  given  him,  there  not  being  among  his  hearers  any  one  sufficiently 
aware  of  the  facts  who  could  rectify  the  inaccuracies  of  the  minister  without  a 
portfolio.  But  scarcelv  had  said  speech  appeared  outside  of  the  hall  of  the 
legislative  assembly,  wnen  it  began  to  be  contradicted  from  every  quarter  where 
the  truth  was  known. 

M.  Billault  said  at  the  commencement  of  his  speech  what  follows : 

"  For  thirty  years  Mexico  has  been  heaping  on  our  countrymen  wrongs,  inju- 
ries, and  exactions.  For  thirty  years  our  countrymen  who  have  gone  to  that 
land,  which  thev  believed  to  be  a  hospitable  one,  to  exercise  there  their  trade  and 
their  industry,  have  been  the  victims  of  a  permanent  anarchy,  victims  of  the 
violence  of  all  parties,  victims  of  the  wrongs  of  all  governments.  For  thirty 
years  that  unhappy  country  has  been  groaning  at  the  same  time  as  the  foreigners 
under  cursed  oppression,  devoured  by  some  hundreds  of  disorderly  persons,  some 
of  whom  are  called  reactionists  and  others  liberals.'' 

Senor  Don  Josd  Ramon  Pacheco,  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Mexico,  who  rep- 
resented the  republic  at  Paris  during  the  last  administration  of  General  Santa 
Anna,  was  greatly  surprised,  on  reading  the  above-mentioned  speech,  that  such 
being  the  condition  of  affairs  the  imperial  government  should  not  have  addressed 
to  him  any  complaint  against  the  country  he  represented  or  the  government  that 
ruled  it.  As  M.  Di-ouyn  de  VHuys,  the  present  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the 
empire,  held  the  same  office  during  Mr.  Pacheco's  residence  at  Paris,  the  latter 
gentleman  thought  that  nothing  was  more  proper  than  to  address  himself  to 
that  high  French  functionary,  to  express  to  him  his  surprise  that  no  claim 
should  have  been  made  to  him  during  the  three  years  that  he  remained  in  an 
official  character  at  the  capital  of  the  French  empire,  and  to  state  to  him  that 
either  the  Emperor  and  his  minister  of  foreign  affairs  had  overlooked  the  terrible 
offences  suffered  by  France,  even  to  the  extent  of  expressing  to  Mr.  Pacheco  the 
greatest  cordiality  and  good  understanding,  when  the  interest  and  honor  of  the 
empire  demanded  quite  the  reverse,  or  that  if  he  gives  credit  to  the  sincerity  of 
their  demonstrations  the  statement  of  M.  Billault  cannot  be  true. 

The  letters  addressed  by  Mr.  Pacheco  to  M.  Drouyn  de  THuys,  containing 
other  very  interesting  information  on  the  Mexican  question  and  on  the  injustice 
and  iniquity  of  the  French  invasion,  I  think  it  proper  to  send  you,  annexed  to 
this  note,  a  printed  copy  of  them. 

M.  Billault  further  stated  that  there  had  been  presidents  in  Mexico  who  had 
entertained  the  idea  of  opening  negotiations  with  Europe  to  establish  a  monarchy 
there,  placing  a  foreign  prince  on  the  throne.  This  allusion,  which  was  too 
transparent,  could  not  embrace  anybody  else  than  the  ringleaders  of  the  armed 
reaction,  Don  Felix  Zuloaga  and  Don  Miguel  Miramon,  whom  France  calls 
presidents.  The  Emperor's  tool,  Don  Juan  N.  Almonte,  made  the  same  accu- 
sation more  openly,  and,  mentioning  names,  he  stated  positively,  very  likely 
with  the  view  of  pleasing  his  master,  that  Don  Miguel  Miramon,  whose  agent 
in  Paris  Almonte  was,  had  sent  him  instructions  to  ask  foreign  aid.  In  a  letter 
that  Don  Miguel  Miramon  addressed  to  the  traitor  on  the  5th  of  November  last, 
and  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith  enclosed,  he  denied  that  statement,  and  chal- 
lenged Almonte  to  publish  the  instructions  he  asseverated  he  had  received. 

So  M.  Billault  has  seen  that  his  statements  in  rescard  to  Mexico  are  contra- 
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Licted  from  such  quarters  as  he  least  expected  it ;  from  what  he  calls  the  sound 
>art  of  the  population  of  Mexico,  whose  ringleader  Don  Miguel  Miramon  was 
or  three  years. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  inform  you  of  these  facts,  because  they  form  an  important 
neident  of  the  Mexican  question,  which  I  have  made  the  object  of  several  of  my 
ommunications  to  your  department,  believing  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  feels  an  interest  in  being  made  aware  of  the  different  aspects  which  said 
[oestion  presents. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my 
nost  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMEBO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


No.  I. 

New  York,  November  5,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  In  the  Diario  de  la  Marina  of  Havana,  of  the  11th  of  last 
nonth,  I  read  the  circular  dated  September  19,  which  stated  that  you  had  ap- 
)ointed  Colonel  Josti  H.  Gonzalez  as  under  secretary  of  state  of  the  govem- 
nent  in  Orizaba. 

I  am  sorry  that  my  name  should  have  been  mentioned  in  that  publication 
vithout  any  necessity,  and  without  taking  into  account  the  fact  that  recently  I 
lave  earnestly  tried  to  keep  the  public  from  occupying  themselves  about  me. 
Especially  do  I  regret  it  as  this  occurs  at  a  period  in  which  all  of  us  Mexicafis 
)ught  to  labor  for  a  strict  union,  in  order  to  operate  in  concert  for  our  country 
n  the  present  momentous  crisis. 

I  would  have  remained  silent  at  this  time,  as  at  others,  when  I  have  been 
ittackcd  by  fanatical  writers  of  the  demagogue  party  of  my  country,  or  by 
3adly  informed  writers  in  foreign  journals,  awaiting  the  period  when  I  might  be 
istened  to  and  calmly  judged  by  my  fellow-citizens ;  but  Colonel  GronzaJez,  in 
he  above-named  circular,  spoke  as  your  organ ;  you  were  a  minister  plenipo- 
«ntiary  of  the  republic,  representing  the  government  at  the  head  of  which  I 
iiad  the  honor  to  be,  and  the  passages  of  the  circular  that  concern  me  refer  to  a 
matter  in  which  you  had  to  intervene  officially.  They  have  on  that  account 
)ome  importance,  and  must  have  caused  an  impression  that  would  render  my 
silence,  even  for  a  short  time,  liable  to  misconstruction.  Therefore,  in  sending 
jrou  this  letter  you  must  not  be  astonished  at  my  sending  it  to  some  papers  in 
which  Colonel  Gonzalez's  note  has  been  published. 

No  doubt  you  are  mistaken,  or  Sefior  Gonzalez  is  mistaken,  in  asserting  that 
I,  having  taken  the  place  of  General  Zuloaga,  in  1856,  in  the  republic,  asked  of 
Ihe  imperial  government  the  armed  intervention  of  France  to  maintain  the  gov- 
ernment, and  I  flatter  myself,  from  my  knowledge  of  your  desire  of  justice, 
that  you  will  rectify  the  statement,  or  that  you  will  have  the  kindness  to  publish 
ie  documents  relating  to  it.  You  can  have  no  difficulty  in  so  doing,  supposing 
rou  had  known  that  the  affair  itself  should  be  thus  arranged  and  that  the 
iocumeuts  must  be  in  your  reach.  If  they  had  remained  in  the  archives  of  the 
egation  they  would  have  already  appeared  in  a  thousand  pamphlets,  so  that 
here  might  fall  upon  me  the  censure  which  the  demagogues  affect  to  believe 
lue  to  Mexicans  who  entertain  sentiments  favorable  to  foreign  intervention,  and 
rith  more  reason  to  those  who  have  brought  it  about. 

You  are  likewise  mistaken,  or  Senor  Gonzalez  is,  in  supposing  that  I  pre- 
ended  to  be  maintained  in  the  supreme  magistracy  of  the  republic  by  French 
layonets.  Whenever  the  slightest  opportunity  offered  itself  of  putting  an  end 
o  the  civil  war  during  my  administration,  whenever  any  scheme  was  settled 
ipon  for  a  similar  purpose,  the  first  basis  that  1  fixed  upon  was  my  withdrawal 
rom  the  presidency  and  the  choice  of  a  ruler  by  the  nation  itself;  I  refer. 
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smmg  other  tfamgs,  to  die  propontioitf  for  an  amngvnieBt  wbich  I  offerei 
when  Captain  AHhain,  in  the  name  of  the  Engikh  goi eminent,  offered  Ine 
frieDdly  mediation  between  the  contending  parties ;  I  find*  genend*  more  ^oiy 
in  aiNFij>ting  with  my  sword  for  the  ra{^>rt  of  a  goTemment  that  presided  for 
die  eleratifm  of  my  eonntzy  than  in  being  chief  of  the  atate;  the  ibainer  ia man 
raited  to  my  inclinations ;  my  carter  has  been  in  the  field  and  not  in  the  cahbMi 

I  know  not  to  what  £uts  the  circnlar  alindes  as  a  proof  of  my  ambition,  but 
I  am  ai^toni^bed  that  my  oondnct  is  quoted  as  a  proof.  Mj  eoodnct,  imal  we 
took  leave  of  each  other  in  Paris,  in  the  greatest  harmonj  the  last  tane  we  woe 
together,  dei^erved  jonr  entire  approbation,  and  was  in  accordance  with  the  con- 
rersatious  that  we  held  almost  every  day.  Yonr  must  remember  it  welL  After 
the  act  committed  against  my  person  by  the  English  nation  in  the  waters  of 
Vera  Cruz,  it  has  been  such  as  true  patriotism  and  respect  to  myself  demanded; 
I  have  kept  myself  away  from  the  theatre  of  events,  so  that  my  presence  migiit 
not  seem  embarrassing  to  the  persons  who  might  bring  about  the  happinees 
of  my  country ;  and  to  prevent  them  from  feeling  the  slightest  apprehension,  I 
resolved  to  remain  thus  in  retirement  imtil  those  same  persons  mi^t  point  out 
to  me  the  occasion  for  me  to  offer  my  services. 

It  has  been  truly  painful  to  me  to  have  to  trouble  you  with  this  long  letter, 
but  you  see  that  I  have  not  exceeded  the  limits  of  what  is  required  for  the  de 
fence  of  my  honor,  and  the  statement  of  facts  which  1  ought  to  keep  from  being 
perverted.  With  this  same  design  I  shaU  continue  to  labor  for  the  future.  In 
the  meantime  I  am  yours,  truly, 

MIGUEL  MIRAMON. 

Genera]  Juan  N.  Almonte. 

Washington,  Diciembre  16  de  1862. 

Es  copia. 

BOMERO. 


No.  2. 
THE  MEXICAN  QUESTION. 


Letters  addressed  by  Seflar  Dan  Jose  Ramon  Pacheco  to  M.  Drauyn  de  VHuytf 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon  III, 

New  Yohk,  November  11,  1862. 

Mv  Much  Esteemed  Sir  and  Friend:  The  journals  of  this  city  have  just 
annoanccd  your  return  to  the  ministry  of  foreign  affidrs. 

If  you  bear  in  mind  the  high  and  deserved  esteem  in  which  I  have  held  the 
friendship  with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  honor  me,  and  that  when  you 
were  out  of  the  political  arena,  having  even  renounced  your  position  as  vice- 
president  of  the  senate,  I  took  more  paius  to  prove  to  you  the  sincerity  of  my 
mendsbip  for  you,  you  will  have  no  difficulty  in  understanding  the  pleasure 
which  I  felt  at  such  intelligence,  which,  however,  did  not  take  me  by  surprise, 
no  matter  how  agreeable  it  might  have  been.  I  regarded  it  as  a  triumph  for 
myself;  my  self-love  found  in  it  an  occasion  for  vanity  in  the  realization  of  what 
I  so  frequently  predicted  to  you  would  come  to  pass. 

You,  alone,  retired  from  busines,  devoted  by  yotu*  inextinguishable  love  of 
your  country  to  the  acclimation  society,  but  by  your  foresight  in  the  transcai- 
dency  of  great  questions,  by  the  independence  of  your  character,  by  your  long 
experience  and  prodigious  fitness  for  office,  by  your  vast  and  varied  abilities, 
you,  I  say,  will  ever  be  a  power  which  cannot  be  passed  over  in  the  considera- 
tion of  great  questions. 

Under  any  circumstances  you  will  find  it  quite  natural  that  on  reading  the 
news  I  should  take  up  my  pen  to  congratulate  you;  but  in  the  eircumstances 
in  which  my  country  now  finds  itself  in  consequence  of  the  policy  of  your 
^ovenunenti  this  friendly  homage  was  changed  into  a  duty,  while  I  congratu- 
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laied  myself  that  at  length  truth  had  found  a  certain  opportunity  of  being  made 
known  to  an  upright,  just,  and  independent  minister,  and  that  a  path  would  be 
opened  to  the  throne,  free  from  flattery  and  interest.  Whatever  may  be  the 
irrevocable  resolution  which  mav  have  been  taken  in  those  lands,  the  world,  at 
least*  should  know  that  it  is  witn  a  knowledge  of  the  cause,  for  you  being  there 
present  and  honoring  me  with  your  correspondence,  there  shall  be  no  cause  for 
history,  in  vindicating  the  blackest  stain  that  could  have  fallen  upon  France,  to 
say  that  there  was  no  one  to  tell  the  truth  to  his  government  of  this  period. 

Having  been  a  witness  of  the  sagacity  with  which  you  discovered  the  trifling 
passions  that  sported  with  grave  alfairs,  you  were  naturally  the  flrst  person  to 
whom  I  resolved  to  speak  on  an  occasion  on  which  the  government  of  my  coun- 
try required  my  services  for  the  purpose  of  enlightening  the  Emperor's  mind, 
whose  views  were  imperilled ;  and  I  was  about  to  seek  you,  not  in  imperial 
halls,  but  in  your  retirement  at  d'Ambrinvilliers,  which  1  recall  with  so  much 
pleasure,  remembering  those  moments  of  friendly  and  cordial  communication 
with  you,  in  which  your  beautiful  lady  so  gracefully  and  so  intellectually  placed 
all  your  favorites  d  leur  aise. 

My  departure  for  France  did  not  take  place  because  your  government  did  not 
leave  a  door  open  to  the  dignity  of  mine,  nor  any  other  alternative  but  to  defend 
itself.  Thus  the  fact  announced  by  the  Moniteur  and  other  periodicals,  that  I 
had  left  Mexico  with  an  autograph  letter  and  with  propositions  from  President 
Juarez  to  the  Emperor,  was  altogether  incorrect.  I  left  for  another  place  and  on 
another  mission.  I  have  remained  here  for  other  considerations,  and  there  is  no 
necessity  now  for  my  presence  in  France;  nevertheless,  having  friends  there 
whom  I  dearly  esteem,  and  the  present  minister  of  foreign  afiairs  being  the  most 
appreciated  of  them,  I  could  not  avoid  writing  to  him  on  a  subject  which  con- 
cernB  me  so  much  and  which  is  one  of  the  principal  ones  which  you  will  have  to 
deal  with.  But  the  mails  for  Europe  close  this  evening.  I  have  much  to  say 
to  you,  and  not  having  the  means  of  verbal  communication,  but  only  by  writing, 
I  have  to  do  so  with  the  embarrassment  of  not  carrying  myself  away  by  a  very 
natural  feeling,  but  to  consider  the  actual  position  of  the  friend  whom  I  respect, 
forming  as  he  does  a  part  of  that  government  of  which  the  astonished  Mexicans 
have  to  complain  of  the  most  unjustifiable  of  invasions  with  which  it  has  responded 
to  the  most  sincere  and  invariable  friendship.     So  this  letter  will  be  only  the 

announcement  or  beginning  of  the  one  that  will  follow  by  next  mail. 

•  ••  •  •  •  • 

Believe  me,  &c.,  and  accept  the  most  cordial  congratulations  and  good  wishes 
ef  your  ever  sincere  friend  and  servant, 

J.  R.  PACHECO. 
His  Excellency  Edward  Dbouvn  db  l'Huvs. 

P.  S. — I  send  you  the  Semi-monthly  Review,  which  I  have  received  from 
Mexico,  written  by  a  Frenchman,  which  I  request  you  would  read  to  the  end. 


New  York,  November  20,  1862. 

Much  Esteemed  Sib  and  Friend:  I  told  you  in  my  last  that  the  imperial 
government  has  responded  with  the  most  unjustifiable  of  aggressions  to  the  most 
sincere  and  uninterrupted  friendship. 

This  is  so,  Mr.  Minister.  The  object  of  this  letter  is  a  proposition,  which  is 
the  history  of  humanity,  which  only  consists  of  wars  between  diflPerent  countries, 
in  which  wrong  has  been  on  one  side  and  right  on  the  other,  or  in  which  it  has 
been  controvertible,  or  where  interests  have  come  into  collision.  There  is  no  one 
recorded  more  unjustifiable  in  its  causes,  more  useless  and  pernicious  in  its  ob- 
ject, more  illogical  and  contradictory  in  itself,  more  condemned  by  its  own  alle- 
gations and  by  universal  opinion,  more  dishonorable  in  its  alliances  and  in  all  Ua 


406  PRESENT   CONDITION   OP    MEXICO. 

means,  and  who  knows,  if  more  suicidal,  than  that  which  the  French  govern- 
ment has  proposed  to  wage  against  Mexico. 

You  have  already  seen  that  each  of  these  assertions,  when  we  deal  with  a 
friend  whom  we  must  not  deceive  and  with  a  person  who  must  hand  down  his 
name  to  posterity,  like  an  Emperor,  requires  the  fullest  explanation,  and  conse 
quently  my  letter  cannot  be  brief.  Looking  at  the  antecedents  and  the  relations 
of  Mexico  with  the  three  signing  powers  of  the  treaty  of  London  a  year  ago, 
as  much  in  Mexico  as  everywhere  else,  it  was  believed  that  France,  which  boasts 
of  being  generous,  had  not  associated  herself  with  it,  except  with  the  view  of 
preventing  England  from  demanding,  on  account  of  the  great  debt  which  Mexico 
owes  to  some  of  her  subjects,  mortgages  of  a  ruinous  character,  whose  interest 
has  already  been  paid  over  and  over  again;  and  that  Spain,  with  whom  there 
had  been  some  difficulties  through  the  unjust  demands  of  her  subjects,  might 
have  the  ulterior  design  of  making  another  attempt  like  the  recent  one  in  St 
Domingo.  It  never  occurred  to  any  one  that  these  views  and  designs  could 
have  entered  into  the  mind  of  the  French  government,  that  thence  would  come 
the  adversary,  bent  on  death  and  destruction  to  the  territory  of  the  repubHc, 
because,  if  it  be  true  that  the  Mexican  government  has  committed  no  wrong 
against  any  of  the  three  powers,  it  is  certain  that  she  has  never  injured  France 
in  any  way,  nor  does  she  owe  her  a  dollar. 

You  will  remember  that  when,  in  the  year  1853,  they  sent  me  to  Paris,  I  did 
not  desire  to  leave  Mexico  until  the  convention  which  was  being  negotiated  with 
M.  Levasseur  should  be  concluded,  so  that  I  should  arrive  in  France  with  power  to 
say  to  its  government  that  we  were  even,  that  neither  of  the  two  nations  was  in 
debt  to  the  other,  nor  had  they  any  cause  of  complaint.  By  that  convention, 
which  was  as  reasonable  for  one  as  for  the  other,  it  was  agreed  that  what  waa 
owed  to  French  subjects  should  be  paid  by  a  portion,  I  think  25  per  cent,  of 
the  import  duties  which  they  should  accrue  from  their  own  vessels.  This  agree- 
ment has  been  constantly  and  religiously  observed  by  Mexico  during  three 
administrations  since  that  time — ^by  Presidents  Santa  Anna,  Comonfort,  and 
Juarez.  All  was  paid.  There  only  remained  a  trifling  balance  unpaid  by  a 
solitary  firm,  with  all  these  attendant  circumstances.  First,  that  it  does  not 
amount  to  $200,000 ;  secondly,  that  if  it  even  reached  that  sum  or  went  beyond 
it,  it  was  not  an  amount  that  justified  war;  thirdly,  that  the  firm  to  which  this 
balance  was  due  from  the  funds  of  the  convention  did  not  desire  to  put  in  any 
claims,  though  urged  to  do  so  by  M.  Saligny;  fourthly,  that  even  if  any  claims 
had  been  put  in  for  them  they  would  have  been  entirely  out  of  place,  as  it  was 
not  an  unrecognized  debt,  nor  was  there  any  attempt  to  refuse  to  liquidate  it,  for, 
indeed,  it  would  have  been  paid  already  if  Mexico  had  not  been  despoiled  of  her 
ports  and  custom-houses;  and  lastly,  and  this  settles  the  whole  question,  that 
France,  which  was  so  anxious  for  the  payment  of  what  she  alleges  was  due  to 
her  subjects,  having  taken  possession  of  the  customs,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that 
she  would,  by  this  time,  have  collected  this  small  balance. 

The  other  complaint  which,  it  is  alleged,  was  the  cause  of  the  three  powers 
making  a  demonstration  against  Mexico  last  year,  was  the  law  passed  by  its 
congress  on  the  17th  of  July  to  suspend  the  payments  agreed  to  by  conventions 
for  two  years,  and  this  also  has  three  answers  :  1st,  That,  as  we  have  just  been 
saying,  this  suspension  concerned  France  less  than  either  of  the  other  two 
nations ;  2d,  That  this  measure  was  approved  long  before  by  the  English 
minister,  as  may  be  seen  in  his  note  to  his  govei-nment ;  3d,  That  the  law  waa 
annulled,  that  is  to  say,  the  demands  of  the  foreign  ministers  were  complied 
with.  Therefore  what  was  there  left  of  this  question  on  which  to  found  a  casu* 
belli? 

Another  debt,  which  it  has  been  sought  to  claim,  is  that  of  Jecker,  and  this 
also  is  characterized  by  special  circumstances.  First,  that  it  is  an  excellent 
specimen  of  the  way  business  is  transacted  with  the  governments  of  Mexico, 
and  which  has  been  the  subject  of  reclamations  and  conventions.     Second,  that 
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balf  a  million  was  lost,  after  the  fashion  of  Arpagon,  partly  in  clothing  and 
partly  in  bonds  of  previous  debts,  &c.,  &c.,  to  recover  fifteen  millions  in  cash 
with  the  fifth  part  of  all  the  income  of  the  nation.  Third,  that  the  claimant  is 
not  a  Frenchman,  but  a  Swiss.  Fourth,  that  this  is  not  a  debt  of  the  present 
but  of  Miramon's  government.  And  in  this  connexion  I  must  make  a  very 
essential  correction  of  the  malicious  or  erroneous  application  which  is  sought  to 
be  made  of  a  principle,  when  it  is  asserted  that  the  government  is  a  moral 
surety,  by  which  he  who,  for  the  time  being,  exercises  the  functions  is  obliged 
to  be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  him  who  exercised  them  on  a  previous  occasion. 
The  principle  is  correct,  and  Mexico  recognizes  it ;  but  we  have  to  understand 
that  the  constitutional  government  has  not  ceased  to  exist — that  Senor  Juarez 
ia  not  the  successor  of  Miramon.  A  military  mutiny  caused  the  presidency  to 
be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  Senor  Gomonfort ;  his  plan,  called  the  plan  of 
Tacubaya,  proposed  the  establishment  of  another  government  with  the  consent 
of  the  nation.  Civil  war  from  that  very  instant — war  the  most  furious,  the  most 
bloody,  and  the  most  tenacious  that  has  ever  been  seen  in  the  republic — is  the 
best  proof  that  can  be  given  that  the  government  of  Tacubaya  was  null  and 
void  by  its  own  principles,  because  it  had  not  its  existence  by  the  consent  of  the 
republic.  During  the  government  or  administration  of  General  Zuloaga  m 
Mexico  the  constitutional  government  existed  at  Vera  Cruz. 

Miramon's  government  had  not  even  the  approbation  of  the  foreign  ministers, 
which,  in  the  absence  of  the  national  acouiescence,  that  of  Zuloaga  at  least 
enjoyed;  but  it  had  that  of  the  Spanish  amoassador  alone,  in  reference  to  which, 
in  £urope,  and  even  in  Spain,  justice  has  already  been  done.  Now,  this  gov- 
ernment, which  was  only  so  in  name,  having  neither  the  shadow  of  nationality 
nor  of  legitimacy,  and  existing  without  the  will  of  anybody,  was  the  one  that 

Eledged  the  revenues  of  the  nation  in  order  to  sustain  its  own  existence.  Specu- 
Ltors,  calculating  on  what  subsequently  occurred,  did  not  care  anything  about 
such  scruples,  but,  on  the  contrary,  went  on  making  contracts  on  all  sides. 
And  ftirther — and  this  is  the  last  phase  of  this  business — ^notwithstanding  all 
these  nullifying  circumstances,  the  government  of  President  Juarez  made  a 
proposition  to  the  leader  of  his  enemy  to  pay  him  in  cash  one  million  and  I 
know  not  how  many  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  half  a  million  which  he 
had  advanced ;  and  this  honest  proposal  would  have  been  accepted  if  it  had 
not  been  for  other  persons  interested  in  the  affair.  I  do  not  know  of  whom  it 
is  said  with  certainty ;  but  the  proof  that  I  have  not  invented  the  assertion,  and 
that  it  is  the  voice  of  the  public,  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  French  gov- 
ernment has  suspended  or  transferred  to  General  Forey  the  diplomatic  functions 
of  M.  Dubois  Saligny,  to  satisfy  public  opinion,  which  attributes  to  him  a  per- 
sonal interest  in  the  rupture  with  Mexico.  If  such  a  report  had  reached  the 
ears  of  the  imperial  government,  what  surprises  the  world  is,  that  he  should 
still  have  been  left  to  discharge  the  duties  of  any  office,  because  all  the  world 
remembers  the  Roman  Empress,  unjustly  repudiated,  because  "the  wife  of 
Caesar  should  not  only  be  innocent — she  should  be  beyond  suspicion." 

But  let  this  report  be  as  it  may,  you  must  observe  that  there  is  no  debt 
whatever  due  to  France  nor  to  Frenchmen ;  nor  yet,  aft«r  the  rupture  of  their 
agreements,  an  ungenerous  act,  to  which  chivalric  Spain  or  England  would  not 
consent ;  when  the  worthy  representative  of  this  power  informed  his  government 

that  he  had  arranged  with  ours,  he  stated  in  his  note  of that  in  the  same 

agreement  was  the  basis  of  a  settlement  with  the  French  legation  whose  claims 
were  "  a  mere  trifle." 

Notwithstanding  we  have  the  recognition  of  the  doctrine  of  M.  Billault,  by  a 
new  law  of  nations,  in  virtue  of  which,  he  says,  the  sum  of  thirteen  millions  of 
dollars  shall  be  recovered  from  Mexico ;  that  then  all  liquidations  shall  be  made, 
and  it  will  be  seen  if  Mexico  owes  anything,  and  what  she  owes,  so  as  to  return 
to  her  whatever  may  be  over  and  above  her  debts !  It  is  also  a  part  of  this 
doctrine  to  recover  the  expenses  of  a  war  which  has  not  been  provoked  on  tVv^ 
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one  side  nor  declared  on  tbe  otlier.  Ais  I  am  penniaded  dial  joa  do  not  than 
the  principlea  of  M.  Billanlt,  but  those  of  French  If^lation  as  set  forth  in  its 
codes,  and  that  the  records  of  another  war  hare  to  be  borne  in  mind,  in  whidi 
it  was  France  who  implicitly  declared  that  Mexico  was  in  the  right  in  refosing 
to  recognize  all  the  claims  made  against  her,  since  France  had  receired  from 
Mexico  a  third  part  above  her  claims*  which  she  had  no  means  of  disposing  oi 

It  is  also  as  evident  that  Mexico  has  not  committed  a  single  grievaiice 
against  her.     M.  Billanlt  stated  in  the  legislative  chambera  that  for  five  and 
twenty  years  France  has  been  snfTcring  from  the  outrages  of  Mexico  ?     Whom 
am  I  to  believe  ?     Is  it  you,  or  the  Emperor,  or  M.  Billanh  ?     For  a  part  of 
these  twenty-five  years  I  had  the  honor  of  being  credited  to  his  Majesty,  and 
of  being  in  communication  with  you.     The  reception  given  to  me  conld  not 
have  been  marked  by  more  cordiality,  and  even  distinction ;  and  if,  in  regard  to 
what  concerned  me  personally,  this  was  but  the  residt  of  extreme  benevolence, 
which  I  shall  always  remember  with  unchanging  gratitude,  there  was  no  motire 
for  disdain  nor  coldness,  in  view  of  what  I  previously  indicated,  and  my  coo- 
duct,  in  interpretation  of  my  instructions,  and  the  esteem  in  which  the  name  of 
Napoleon  is  held  in  my  country.    During  these  years  I  received  constant  proofs 
of  a  good  understanding ;  and  when  I  went  to  take  leave  of  the  Emperor  his 
Majesty  was  kind  enough  to  do  me  the  high  honor  of  saying  that  he  would  not 
bid  me  farewell,  but  that  he  hoped  to  see  me  again.     What,  sir,  was  the  meaning 
of  all  this  ?    Was  it  false,  or  was  it  the  carelessness  of  the  Emperor  in  regard  to 
what  concerned  the  honor  and  the  dignity  of  his  country  or  of  his  govemmenll 
I  do  more  honor  to  you  and  his  Majesty  than  M.  Billanlt  has  done,  perhaps 
without  sufficient  consideration.     There  was  no  dissimulation  in  the  matter,  for 
the  reason  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  such  a  course  with  a  weaker  people. 
Nor  was  it  through  negligence  that  grievances  were  allowed  to  pass  without 
complaint,  because,  as  you  will  remember,  on  one  occasion,  when  there  was  a 
semblance  of  an  insult,  which  the  party  interested  called  the  invasion  of  the 
premises  of  a  consul,  and  the  searching  of  his  papers,  you  immediately  made  a 
representation  to  me,  (certainly  in  the  most  polite  and  gentlemanly  terms,)  in 
which  you  have  always  treated  me,  and  without  pretending  that  there  had  been  any 
design  to  insult  the  government  or  the  French  nation,  but  merely  inquiring  of 
me  what  information  I  had  received  concerning  the  case ;  and  in  consideration 
of  the  explanation  which  I  made,  and  of  the  documents  which  I  showed  you, 
it  was  plain  that  this  consul  was  the  agent  of  a  rebellion  and  the  medium  of 
forwarding  its  correspondence,  disrespecting  and  abusing  the  position  he  held, 
you,  with  your  high  sense  of  honor,  did  not  speak  to  me  any  more  on  the  sub- 
ject.    There  are  many  other  examples  of  a  different  kind.  In  consequence  of  a 
complaint  of  mine,  you  had  the  kindness  to  do  justice  by  publisbong  in  the 
Moniteur  an  official  correction;  and  on  another  occasion,  in  the  case  of  the 
revolt  of  a  French  battalion  which  was  in  the  service  and  pay  of  the  republic, 
in  the  conference  which  I  had  with  you  on  that  matter,  you  said,  among  manj 
other  words,  all  worthy  of  the  minister  of  a  great  nation :  "  A  Frenchman  who 
carries  in  another  country  arms  which  his  government  has  not  given  into  his 
bands  is  no  Frenchman." 

It  is  seen  also  that  the  incorrectness  of  the  assertion  of  M.  BiUault  is  strength- 
ened by  the  very  responsibility  of  the  different  governments  of  France  in  twenty- 
five  years,  and  this  speech  is  the  best  experiment  by  which  he  could  show  his 
ability,  because  he  must  naturally  have  been  embarrassed  by  the  position  in  which 
a  higkly  talented  man  finds  himself  who  is  not  penetrated  with  the  justice  of  the 
cause  which  he  seeks  to  defend,  nor  is  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  facts  which 
he  advances — ^in  one  word,  having  to  make  a  speech  par  ordre.  Being  aware,  by 
his  great  intelligence  and  from  his  knowledge  of  the  tactics  of  the  representative 
system,  of  the  evil  effect  of  declamation  and  vague  assertions  against  Mexico, 
he  essayed  to  produce  a  fact,  but  he  had  the  misfortune  to  cite  one  which  did 
not  concern  France  at  all,  and  which,  by  the  way,  he  proved  that  France  had 
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nothing  to  do  with  it;  this  fact  was  the  outrage  of  La  Calle  de  Capnehinas- 
The  moneys  which  Miramon  took  possession  of  were  not  French  funds,  but 
moneys  destined  for  the  London  bondholders.  And  Mr.  Minister  Billault  went 
on  still  more  unfortunately  in  his  citation  when  he  brought  forward  thi^  fact  to 
prove  that  the  government  of  Mexico,  even  when  rcadv  to  pay,  took  back  what 
It  had  paid,  while  it  is  known  that  it  was  Miramon  wno  took  the  money,  while 
it  was  tne  government  of  Juarez  that  had  paid  this  considerable  sum.  Is  it 
not  a  thing  unheard  of,  and  without  example  in  history,  in  proof  of  my 
proposition,  that  war  is  made  not  upon  him  who  seized  the  money,  but  upon  him 
who  paid  it;  and,  in  making  this  war,  actually  foiming  an  alliance  with  the  man 
who  signed  the  order  for  this  seizure?  But  M.  Billault,  in  order  to  withdraw 
the  attention  of  his  hearers  from  the  monstrous  ideas  that  must  have  arisen  in 
their  minds,  caused  them  to  laugh  at  an  episode  of  this  same  affair,  which  was 
also  presented  under  a  wrong  light,  imbued  in  an  error  equally  calumnious.  The 
sentence  alluded  to  refers  to  the  responsibility  of  two  of  Miramon's  ministers, 
not  to  permit  the  government  to  repay  the  money. 

In  the  absence  of  solidity,  of  correctness,  and  of  demon strativeness,  M.  Bill- 
ault had  to  conclude  his  unfortunate  speech  by  praying  "for  the  love  of  God," 
(sic.)  that  the  war  which  the  French  government  had  made  against  Mexico 
should  be  considered  just  afid  patriotic. 

Another  offence  which  was  attempted  to  be  brought  forward  as  having  been 
committed  against  France,  is  the  pretended  attempt  against  the  life  of  her  re- 
presentative. Not  only  has  it  been  judicially  proved,  the  only  means  of  proving, 
as  the  civilized  world  confesses,  that  the  statement  was  false  in  every  particular, 
but  reason  and  a  little  judgment  are  sufficient  to  show  how  incorrect  it  is.  There 
was  no  rupture  whatever  with  France ;  in  the  triumph  of  the  liberal  rule  French- 
men had  fraternized  with  Mexicans ;  they  decorated  the  doorways  of  their  houses 
on  the  entrance  of  the  victorious  army,  and  threw  flowers  and  perfumed  waters 
as  the  brave  and  popular  commander-in-chief,  Gronzales  Ortega,  passed.  I 
myself  am  a  witness  of  these  sympathies ;  and,  among  the  sounds  of  rejoicing 
on  that  festal  day,  there  were  some  for  France  when  the  commander  of  some 
regiments  in  passing,  and  who  knew  my  wife,  whom  they  recognized  sitting  in 
the  balcony.  Judicial  proof  could  not  be  more  demonstrative  or  conclusive,  for 
all  the  witnesses  were  something  more  than  what  the  jurists  term  beyond  all 
exception.  The  most  part  were  Frenchmen,  and,  therefore,  if  they  were  sus- 
pected of  partiality,  they  certainly  would  have  been  more  in  favor  of  their 
countryman  and  representative  than  in  denial  to  law  towards  those  who  had 
sought  to  take  their  lives.  But  M.  SaJigny  knew  how  relevant  and  important  is 
the  report  of  an  attempt  to  take  one's  l^e,  and  did  not  wish  to  be  less  than 
Louis  Phillippe,  Louis  Napoleon,  Isabella  the  Second,  provided  that  the  import- 
ant event  should  not  go  so  far  as  in  the  case  of  the  Duke  de  Berry  and  Henry 
the  Fourth.  M.  Saligny  did  not  observe  that  the  objects  of  these  means  were 
monarchs,  whose  policy  does  harm  to  the  interests  of  one  class  or  party  and 
interferes  with  the  peace  and  well-being  of  the  people,  and  this  where  there  are 
paid  assassins  put.  The  life  of  an  individual  that,  no  matter  how  fiu*  he  has 
made  himself  hated,  does  not  import  anything  to  the  country  where  he  is ;  it  is  not 
worth  while  to  assassinate  him ;  not  that  there  is  anything  to  fear  about  it  in 
Mexico,  where  those  means  are  unknown,  for  the  only  example  recorded  of 
that  kind  of  European  civilization  is  that  of  a  foreigner,  whose  name  remained 
a  proverb.  It  is  a  story  that  would  set  you  laughing  if  it  were  not  for  its 
bad  designs,  and  if  it  had  not  been  taken  by  a  government  as  a  pretext. 
And  well — ^what  shall  we  do  with  a  government  who  says  that  it  is  going  to 
civilize  a  semi-barbarous  people,  and  gives  it  the  lesson  of  not  recognizing  the 
principle  of  civilized  nations,  that  the  judicial  trial  is  the  means,  and  the  only 
one  morally  possible,  to  investigate  a  fact,  and  that  which  is  decided  by  a  court 
of  justice  is  the  truth  ?  Your  immediate  predecessor  said  that  he  was  not  con- 
tented with  the  process  sent  him  and  the  sentence  against  him,  but  that  h^ 


410  PRESENT  CONDITION   OP    MEXICO. 

wanted  ftirther  investigation.  He  did  not  dare  to  provoke  it,  fearing  that  it 
would  come  out  contra  producentemf  and  he,  however,  did  not  fear  any  at  thia 
stage  of  the  affair,  and  when  he  himself  was  confessing  that  his  conscience  was  not 
sufficiently  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  this  fact,  to  declare  it  as  sufficient  for  the 
war  that  he  was  already  waging.  This  carelessness,  fatal  to  the  justification  of 
a  minister,  was  ably,  though  with  remarkable  moderation,  touched  by  the  last 
minister  from  Mexico  to  Paris,  in  his  farewell  address.  And  what  have  they 
answered  to  this?  Nothing;  for  that  which  is  not  answerable  is  not  answered. 
So  it  is  seen  that  in  this  affair,  as  in  the  whole  of  the  question,  and  in  each  of 
its  details,  the  victory  by  Mexico  has  been  decidedly  won  in  the  arena  of 
reason.  The  last  proof  of  it  is  taken,  too,  from  France — ^the  proclamation  of 
the  new  general  saying  that  his  government  wants  to  retrieve  military  honor. 
This  sentence  is  in  reality  the  only  object  of  the  new  and  more  powerful  expe- 
dition. It  is  impossible  for  you  not  to  have  remarked,  as  everybody  else  has 
done,  that  in  such  an  important  document  that  ought  to  be  the  demonstration 
and  justification  of  the  use  to  be  made  of  the  ultimo  ratio  regumy  there  is  not 
a  word,  not  even  one,  Mr.  Minister,  touching  a  credit  undoubtedly  unknown,  or 
an  outrage  either.  The  general  has  been  as  unfortunate  in  his  proclamation  as 
all  others  who  have  before  spoken  of  the  sins  of  Mexico.  What  he  only  says 
is  that  those  men  against  whom  he  wages  war  have  sold,  piece  by  piece,  the 
national  territory.  This  is  not  either  the  truth,  nor  even  if  it  were  so,  it  would 
concern  any  to  France,  condemning,  as  she  does,  with  the  most  inconceivable 
mistake  to  France  itself,  and  offending  other  nations  with  whom  she  is  at  peace, 
and  allying  herself  to  do  it  precisely  and  unfortunately,  with  those  upon  whom 
this  charge,  if  it  could  be  one,  and  he  had  the  right  to  make  it.  When,  what 
part  of  the  territory,  to  whom  and  at  how  much,  has  any  portion  of  the  repub- 
lic been  sold  since  the  year  1855,  and  in  the  five  years  that  have  lasted  the 
constitutional  government?  Will  the  general  have  the  goodness  to  tell?  Even 
if  it  were  so,  we  do  not  know  that  in  the  constitution  of  the  country,  nor  in 
France,  not  in  divine  right,  it  is  conceded  to  the  one  who  sent  him  the  right 
of  keeping  of  the  integrity  of  our  territory.  If  it  is  as  an  officious  friendship, 
that  zeal  for  others'  cares  would  have  been  more  to  the  purpose,  and  bettor 
employed,  when  they  waged  on  us  a  war  equally  unjust  and  only  for  the 
desire  to  acquire  those  territories,  if  France  had  come  to  help  Mexico  with 
her  forces  or  her  money  to  prevent  them  from  taking  it  away  from  us,  or 
if  she  would  come  now  to  help  us  to  recover  it.  Neither  have  we  seen  in 
Grotius  or  Puffendorf  this  to  be  a  casus  belli.  While  I  was  myself  in  the 
cabinet  and  in  the  legislature,  when  these  questions  were  brought  forward  they 
were  decided  upon  without  my  assent ;  but  if  I  have  done  what  I  could  to 
prevent  them,  and  I  have  always  highly  reproved  them,  I  do  not  recognize 
in  France,  nor  in  anybody,  if  he  be  not  a  Mexican,  the  right  of  not  only  re- 
proaching us  with  it,  but  of  referring  to  it.  In  this  reproach  there  is  another  to 
the  people  who  acquired  it,  because  there  cannot  be  a  sale  without  a  buyer.  A 
day  will  come  when  that  charge  will  be  repelled  by  the  people,  who  ought  to 
do  it;  but  this  is  their  business.  What  only  remains  for  me  to  observe  is,  if  the 
ceding  and  acquiring  of  territory  is  a  crime  that  puts  the  arms  in  the  hands  of 
the  French  government,  why  don't  they  begin  by  punishing  one  after  another 
of  all  the  countries  of  the  earth  ?  for  there  is  not  one  who  is  not  guilty  of  the 
same  crime.  And  as  the  good  judge  begins  at  home,  why  does  it  not  go  on  by 
punishing  France,  and  punishing  itself?  What  did  France  do  with  Canada,  St. 
Domingo,  and  so  manv  others  ?  Did  not  the  uncle.  Napoleon  the  First,  sell 
Louisiana  to  the  Unitea  States  ?  And  what  for  ?  To  wage  a  war,  as  M.  Thiers 
says.  What  has  his  nephew.  Napoleon  the  Third,  done  ?  Has  he  not  now  an- 
nexed to  himself  Nice  and  Savoy  ?  If  Piedmont  has  done  wrong  in  ceding 
those  territories,  France  cannot  have  done  right  in  acquiring  them.  Who  has  lost 
more  territory  than  France  ?  It  is  well  known  that  in  the  whole  civilized  world 
there  are  but  two  principal  languages — the  English  and  the  Spanish ;  the  French 
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IB  now  only  spoken  nationally  in  France.  Everywhere  else  it  is  an  educational 
accomplishment,  even  in  barbarous  Mexico,  or  a  necessity,  for  in  that  language 
are  written  or  translated  almost  all  the  works  of  history,  of  sciences,  and  Stera- 
ture,  and  are  besides  common  in  Mexico. 

Not  having  shown  that  there  existed  debts  or  insults  against  his  government, 
what  was  there  remaining  to  the  French  general  but  to  fall  into  the  most  de- 
plorable contradictions  ]  I  am  not  permitted  to  call  them  by  any  other  name, 
in  treating  of  so  serious  a  matter,  and,  in  order  that  I  might  not  personally 
wound  a  loyal  soldier,  who  knows  nothing  but  his  orders  and  those  who  com- 
mand him.  He  said  that  France  never  interferes  in  the  intestine  discussions  of 
foreign  nations ;  that  he  only  means  to  make  war  against  a  handful  of  men  who 
reign  by  force  and  terror.  Thus  he  said  in  his  proclamation  to  his  soldiers  that 
it  was  not  true  that  they  had  been  defeated  at  Pueblo ;  only  that  victory  had 
been  faithless  to  them  on  this  occasion.  The  assertion  is  beautifully  expressed 
in  a  fine  rhetorical  phrase ;  but,  to  the  reader,  although  he  may  not  have  been 
the  liar — the  presumptuous  Jellow — and,  much  more,  for  those  who  were  killed 
or  taken  prisoners,  and  those  who  returned  whither  they  have  gone,  the  sig- 
nification is  the  same. 

If  there  have  been  abuses  which  have  made  a  noble  cause  odious — and  I  will 
not  be  the  one  to  deny  or  to  seek  to  excuse  them — I,  who  hate  despotism  under 
any  and  every  form,  and,  worst  of  all,  that  exercised  in  the  name  of  liberty — I, 
who  have  denounced  them,  in  public  official  documents,  to  the  government  itself — 
I  say,  as  in  the  case  of  the  sale  of  territory,  this  is  our  business,  and,  in  respect 
to  the  officiousness  of  France  in  Mexico,  I  support  the  right  and  pretension  of 
my  country,  that  neither  France  nor  any  other  power  shall  interfere  in  her  inter -< 
nal  affinirs.  What  would  France  say  if  Mexican  forces  were  to  appear  on  her 
coast,  announcing  not  only  that  they  have  come  to  liberate  her  firom  oppression ; 
to  protect  her  persecuted  sons ;  to  bring  back  to  their  country  those  who,  for 
more  than  eleven  years,  have  been  eating  the  bread  of  exile  in  Guayana  and  in 
Jersey,  and  who  are  the  objects  of  the  greatest  interest,  and  of  sympathy 
and  consideration,  for  their  merit  and  constancy,  in  London  and  in  Brussels  ? 
Is  it  not  plain  that  it  would  not  be  thought  worth  the  trouble  to  reply  to  me, 
except  with  a  smile,  concerning  the  bare  idea  of  Mexico  invading  France  ? 
Thus,  all  the  reason  and  justice  which  exist  to  make  that  right  in  one  case 
which  is  wrong  in  the  other  is,  that  the  one  has  power  to  perform  and  the 
other  has  not ;  but  this  reasoning  is  so  potent  that  it  would  be  taken  amiss, 
and  perhaps  it  will  be  scandalous  if  I  dare  to  say  that  there  is  no  liberty 
in  France ;  and  that  there  are  there  people  oppressed  and  banished  without 
form  of  law,  although  I  should  only  repeat  what  I  could  not  have  known  but 
through  the  European  press,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  France,  and  from  the 
groans  and  sighs  of  her  victims.  If  I  am  deceived  in  what  I  see  and  in  what 
I  hear,  I  have  no  necessity  of  inquiring  of  those  who  reside  in  Mexico,  whose 
correspondence  the  French  do  not  permit  to  leave  Mexico  freely,  but  only  of 
those  who  know,  practically  and  theoretically,  the  diverse  forms  of  political 
organization.  Where  is  the  rule  of  oppression  more  liable  or  likely  to  exist — 
in  a  country  where  a  ramified  and  concatenated  military  system  exists ;  covering 
the  whole  extent  of  the  land,  and  depending  entirely  on  the  will  of  a  single  man, 
to  whom  the  complaints  of  those  who  are  aggrieved  can  rarely  come,  even  through 
the  agency  of  the  tribune  or  the  press,  and  who  can  never  possibly  see  all  that 
is  done  in  his  name,  however  excellent  may  be  his  intentions ;  or  in  a  country 
where  the  evil  is  precisely  to  the  contrary,  because  the  national  government  is 
surrounded  by  governors  which  it  has  not  appointed  and  whom  it  cannot  remove ; 
where  the  press,  the  tribune,  the  electoral  urns  or  ballot-boxes,  public  meetings, 
and  all  the  organs  of  public  opinion  are  open  to  everybody. 

The  idea  of  nine-tetnths  of  the  people  oppressed  by  a  minority  is  an  absurdity. 
In  regard  to  the  opinion  concerning  foreign  intervention,  it  is,  in  fact,  altogether 
00  different  &om  what  has  been  represented,  that  if  there  liQud  \)^^tl  \i^<:;^mN.^ 
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oppression  would  have  been  the  very  reverse ;  that  is  to  say,  that  if  the  gov- 
ernment had  not  been  animated  by  the  same  spirit  and  the  same  enthusiasm  as 
that  which  guided  the  people  of  the  whole  republic  to  repel  invasion  by  open 
combat  to  the  last  extremity.  If  the  government  did  not  go  with  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people,  and  place  itself  at  the  head  of  the  popular  movement,  it 
would  have  been  overthrown  and  crushed  a  thousand  times. 

It  is  necessary  besides  to  distinguish  between  the  opinions  on  reform,  the  opin- 
ions on  the  forms  of  ^vemment,  and  the  opinions  on  intervention.  As  reform 
is  not  accomplished  by  slow  gradations,  nor  with  the  policy  of  not  wounding 
particular  interests  or  ideas,  as  the  great  statesman  Iturbide  brought  about  the 
revolution  and  our  independence,  but  must  be  attained  through  violent  means, 
by  civil  war  and  measures  which  excite  the  privileged  classes,  the  opinion  con- 
cerning it  is  greatly  divided.  These  things  are  not  done  without  revolutionary 
commotions,  nor  are  they  accomplished  in  one  day.  Even  at  this  day  there  are 
different  opinions  in  France,  although  two  generations  have  passed  to  their  rest. 
We  still  see  questions  every  day  arising  because  the  French  government  sup- 
presses the  order  of  Redemptionists ;  we  see  the  pastoral  letters  of  their  pastors 
and  their  bishops,  and  the  appeals  made  to  the  Emperor;  while  the  peace  of  the 
world  depends  on  the  question  whether  one  place  or  the  other  shall  be  the  capital 
of  Italy,  and  the  agitation  concerning  the  temporal  power.  There  are  now  great 
diversity  of  opinions  in  England,  insomuch  that  men  regard  each  other  wiUi 
horror,  although  two  centuries  have  passed  away.  I  have  heard  it  stated  in 
London,  during  the  war  with  India,  that  it  was  an  infliction  from  the  hands  of 
God  for  the  sin  of  schism ;  and  people  went  so  far  as  to  whisper  with  each  other 
concerning  the  intention  of  the  Queen  to  abdicate  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  a 
Roman  Catholic.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  foundation  of  this  report;  but 
although  I  know  nothing  of  it,  it  is  sufficient  for  my  purpose  that  it  nas  been 
alluded  to  in  conmion  conversation.  In  Mexico  there  has  been  no  radical  change 
in  tins  respect,  as  in  the  times  of  Cromwell  and  Henry  VIII.  The  nation  has 
continued  Catholic,  as  it  was,  and  that  which  has  caused  reform  is  to  remove  im- 
posts and  monopolies,  and  the  barriers  which  formerly  opposed  the  laws  to  reli- 
gious liberty ;  that  is  to  say,  that  Mexico  does  not  desire  to  improve  on  the  plans 
of  God,  who  tolerates  in  this  world  of  his  benign  creation  that  every  one  shall 
worship  or  reverence  him  according  to  his  faith  or  the  extent  of  his  grace.  But 
as  this  alone  is  a  great  novelty  from  what  we  see  at  our  birth,  it  is  natural 
that  there  should  be  a  large  number  who  resist  it;  the  privileged  classes  who 
thrive  by  it,  of  course  the  greater  part  with  reasonable  opinions  and  with  clear 
consciences,  are  the  enemies  of  reform,  although  those  reformers  have  not  ceased 
to  be  Catholics  and  good  Christians,  as  in  France  or  anywhere  else. 

With  an  equal  degree  of  good  faith,  there  are  those  who  believe  that  Mexico 
would  be  better  governed,  and  that  she  would  more  promptly  enter  upon  the 
path  of  prosperity,  under  a  monarchical  form  of  government.  I  do  not  speak 
of  those  who,  not  having  been  bom  in  Mexico,  cannot  feel  the  pride  of  not  being 
the  subjects  nor  inheritance  of  any  family  or  person,  or  who,  although  having 
been  bom  on  that  soil,  are  the  partisans  of  a  powerftil  government,  because  they 
count  on  numbering  themselves  among  those  who  exercise  power  beneath  its 
guarantee  and  not  among  those  over  whom  this  power  is  exercised,  or  who  are 
pleased  to  figure  in  the  comedy  of  humanity,  when  by  their  personal  merit  they 
were  not  able  to  distinguish  themselves  under  a  popular  govemment.  I  speak 
of  those  who  look  only  to  the  first  years  of  the  existence  of  a  nation  which  has 
inherited  from  its  former  conquerors  numerous  social  vices  and  the  germ  of  in- 
ternal dissension;  who  believe  that  revolution  is  endemic  in  a  republican  form 
of  govemment;  who,  without  examining  the  history  of  other  nations,  and  more 
especially  of  those  who  pretend  that  they  are  our  instructors,  allow  themselves 
to  be  seduced  by  the  metaphor  that  Mexico  has  given  a  sudden  and  premature 
leap  from  the  lowest  grade  of  slavery  to  the  highest  pinnacle  of  civilized  liberty. 
Tbey  think  and  assert  that  the  best  way  to  prepare  her  for  liberty  is  to 
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oppress  her  i^ain  and  bring  back  into  the  bosom  of  her  existence  the  vices  and 
errors  of  the  distant  past.  There  are  some  who  think  this  with  the  purest  and 
loftiest  ideas  of  patriotism,  as  they  would  wish  to  see  their  country  enter  at 
once  upon  the  path  of  her  prosperity  which  will  lift  her  to  the  level  of  a  great 
power  in  the  world,  which  she  is  destined  to  be. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  its  fundamental  points,  be- 
cause we  are  only  considering  the  numerical  importance  of  what  they  term  a  divis- 
ion among  the  Mexicans.  We  say,  then,  that  there  are  in  fact  some  monarchists, 
but  tiiese  are  not  so  numerous  as  those  who  are  opposed  to  reform.  Partisans 
of  intervention,  it  is  only  necessary  to  see  what  has  transpired  dunng  the  last 
year,  when  the  French  appeared  on  the  territory  of  the  republic  and  advanced 
to  Puebla,  where,  being  routed,  they  had  to  retreat,  and  since  that  time  they 
have  had  to  resort  to  fortifying  themselves,  awaiting  anxiously  reinforcements 
from  abroad  to  attempt  to  establish  their  popularity.  Those  who  sent  themr 
and  the  minister  who  asked  for  intervention,  say,  in  their  obstinacy,  that  their 
sympathizers  have  not  dared  to  join  them,  and  therefore  it  is  necessary  to  take 
our  capital.  If  they  ever  arrive  at  its  gates,  and  this  they  will  never  do,  even 
with  the  aid  of  their  sympathizers,  they  will  have  to  fight  a  hundred  battles  on 
the  way,  experiencing  the  same  fate  which  awaited  them  at  Puebla,  for  the  people 
will  repeat  the  remarkable  letters  of  O'Horan  and  Negrete,  which  stand  forth  as  a 
monument  to  the  disgrace  of  the  handful  of  miserable  Mexicans  who  have  taken 
sides  with  the  invader.  Supposing  that  they  should  be  more  fortunate  than 
they  were  at  Puebla,  they  wul  surely  not  find  there  the  nine-tenths  of  oppressed 
persons  whom  they  expect,  and  they  must,  therefore,  advance  still  further. 
Does  not  this  friendly  intervention  seem  to  you  to  be  a  spectacle  worthy  of  the 
calculation  of  probabilities,  or  to  express  it  better,  of  the  pen  of  Courier,  or  that 
of  Moliere — an  intervention  undertaken  by  France  because  her  minister  informs 
her  that  at  the  other  end  of  the  world  there  are  nine-tenths  of  a  population  op- 
pressed by  an  insignificant  minority,  and  that,  defeated  by  this  minority,  she 
goes  to  seek  for  these  oppressed  persons  through  every  comer  of  the  republic— 
these  nine-tenths,  who  are  so  timid  that  they  dared  not  ask  for  intervention,  but 
for  whose  animation  it  was  necessary  to  sena  out  some  30,000  or  40,000  French- 
men, and  to  prevent  the  cutting  of  the  throats  of  the  majority  by  the  reign  of 
terror,  of  a  mere  handful  of  men? 

Well,  then,  sir,  experience  has  shown  this.  This  which  seems  paradoxical 
has  been  already  attempted,  and  the  result  should  have  been  sufficient  to  de- 
monstrate the  unpopularity  of  intervention  if  it  had  not  been  a  fixed  idea-^a 
design  arrete  et  quand  mime.  It  has  already  been  seen  that  it  was  intervention 
that  sought  to  triumph  by  the  reign  of  terror,  by  means  of  violence  and  oppres- 
sion, ana  by  unscrupulously  violating  the  rights  of  nations.  It  forced  itself,  by 
treachery,  as  far  as  Cordova,  Orizaba,  Tehuacan,  and  even  to  the  very  gates  of 
Puebla;  it  did  not  find  a  single  friend  among  the  nine  millions  of  population, 
or  of  these  nine-tenths;  on  all  sides,  but  especially  at  the  last  named  and  at 
Tlascotalpam,  it  was  received  by  the  smoke  and  thunder  of  cannon,  and  retired 
more  rapidly  and  confusedly  through  the  insult  than  through  the  inconstancy 
of  faithless  victory,  as  M.  Forey  does  not  like  us  to  call  it  a  defeat.  In  Cordova 
it  issued  a  pronunciamento,  although  its  professed  coming  was  to  stop  all  such 
things ;  and  in  the  plan  of  such  pronunciamento  it  caused  dead  signatures  to 
represent  living  persons,  and  it  was  exposed  by  the  living  ones,  that 
denied  having  ever  signed  such  plan.  To  please  its  partisans,  which  it 
Bays  represent  nine-tenths  of  the  people,  who  waited  for  intervention  with  open 
arms,  it  went  to  shell  the  island  of  Carmen  and  to  bombard  the  city  of  Cam- 
peachy.  In  the  port  of  Mazatlan  it  honored  France  by  the  performance  of 
another  act  unworthy  of  civilized  nations ;  it  seized  the  guns  of  a  vessel  that  could 
not  defend  herself,  and,  having  taken  everything  that  was  on  board,  scuttled 
and  sunk  her.  Intervention,  which  came  ostensibly  to  establish  order  and  mor- 
ality, has  offered  premiums  to  rebellion,  treason,  and  immorality  \  its  mo^ei:  «s^^ 
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representative  offered  the  baton  of  marshal  and  the  title  of  duke,  and  I  do  not 
know  with  how  manj  things  else,  to  the  general-in-chief  of  our  army  of  the 
east,  with  a  view  that  he  would  make  a  pronunciamento  against  his  government, 
and  he  said  that  he  offered  all  this  in  his  capacity  of  minister  and  in  the  name 
of  the  Emperor.  But  the  intervention  was  not  smart  in  that,  because  it  called 
on  a  worthy  Mexican.  Disappointed,  and  with  the  shame  of  his  own  countiy- 
men,  he  tried  to  calumniate  this  Mexican  and  the  whole  nation  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  went  after  the  support  of  Spanish  authorities.  This  caused  the  letter 
addressed  to  him  by  General  Uraga,  which  was  published,  and  a  copy  of  which 
I  enclosed  to  you  with  my  last  letter. 

It  is  necessary,  Don  Eduardo,  that  I  should  trouble  you  with  the  account  of 
so  many  painful  facts  which  have  dishonored  this  intervention  of  France  in 
Mexico.  No,  for  it  would  have  no  end ;  moreover  it  would  hurt  your  feelings, 
for  you  feel  it,  I  am  sure,  in  your  heart.  I  will  only  say  to  you  that  neither 
you  nor  any  man  who  is  bom  a  Frenchman  can  disavow  the  seal  of  this  demon- 
stration, such  as  the  conduct  of  the  new  general  and  plenipotentiary,  which  is 
merely  a  repetition  of  palinodes,  in  fulfilment  of  the  instruction  from  his  gov- 
ernment ;  his  immediate  dismissal  of  the  head  authority  of  Vera  Cruz,  estab- 
lished by  the  so  called  chief  supreme  of  the  nation,  and  thus,  being  a  countryman 
of  Forey,  the  re-establishment  of  the  Mexicans  among  whom  that  anthority 
was  divided;  the  degradation  or  subordination  of  M.  Saligny  to  an  embassy 
which  has  its  chief  plenipotentiary ;  the  dethronement,  by  decree,  of  the  chief 
supreme  created  by  the  intervention  alone,  the  same  intervention  acknowledging 
now  that  he  had  no  authority  but  that  which  he  had  conferred  upon  himsdf — 
an  opinion  which  had  been  already  expressed  by  the  English  minister  in  Mexico, 
namely,  that  no  people,  no  Mexican  authority  had  appointed  him  as  chief 
supreme,  and  adding  the  very  true  remark  that  the  interior  of  Mexico  had  not 
even  taken  notice  of  his  existence.  The  terms  which  General  Forey  uses, 
speaking  of  the  Mexicans  who  have  joined  them — terms  which  let  us  under- 
stand those  on  which  they  are  to  be  treated  and  the  part  which  they  are  to  play — 
worthy  and  well  deserved  reward  of  treason.  These  acts,  he  continues,  taken  in 
detail,  stand  out  more  before  the  world  in  condemnation  of  the  imperial  government 
than  the  acts  of  its  troops  from  the  gates  of  Puebla  to  the  cumbres  of  Orizaba  and 
within  the  parapets  of  Cniquihuite.  Who  knows  if  one  of  these  palinodes  of  Forey 
was  caused  by  the  dismissal  of  M.  Thouvenel,  the  author  of  the  celebrated  in- 
structions to  M.  de  la  Gravi^re?  In  my  idea  the  most  important  has  been  your 
return  to  the  high  office  you  hold.  If  it  has  been  a  dream,  it  has  only  been 
forecast  in  my  mind  by  the  habitual  interest  which  I  have  always  felt  in  your 
welfare  and  glory,  and  moved  perhaps  by  the  remembrance  of  the  eastern  ques- 
tion in  Vienna.  • 

General  Forey  has  said  that  President  Juarez  is  a  public  calamity.  This  is 
what  he  has  heard,  perhaps,  from  the  Mexicans  who  are  with  him.  This  is  also 
asserted  by  some  liberals  through  various  causes ;  some  of  them  are  demagogues 
because  Juarez  has  not  gone  fast  enough  for  them,  guillotining  entire  classes,  as 
in  the  time  of  Robespierre,  and  expelling  the  French  in  a  body.  Others,  be- 
cause he  lefl  the  good  things  and  property  which  are  supposed  to  belong  to  the 
clergy  to  be  monopolized  by  the  French.  I  will  not  unaertake  a  treatise  on  the 
rights  of  Mr.  Juarez,  nor  shall  I  write  a  panegyric  of  his  personal  qualities,  be- 
cause that  would  be  recognizing  the  right  of  the  foreigner  to  encroach  upon  these 
questions.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  my  statements  are  impartial,  because  I  have 
not  been  honored  by  his  friendship,  nor  have  I  had  any  more  relations  Ttnth 
him  than  having  been  an  associate  of  his  in  some  of  our  legislative  bodies ;  and 
as  I  am  outside  of  the  republic,  there  is  no  reason  to  say  that  I  am  among  the 
nine-tenths  of  the  oppressed  people  whom  the  French  are  coming  to  deliver. 
But  in  reference  to  Mexico  and  its  foreign  relations.  President  Juarez  is  a  prin- 
ciple, and  I,  in  the  position  of  a  Mexican,  defend  him  as  I  would  a  friend.  The 
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names  of  Znloaga,  of  Gomonfort,  of  Gonzales  Ortega,  of  Doblado,  the  great  re- 
actionist and  demagogue,  and  even  the  name  of  Almonte,  if  he  who  has  the 
misfortune  to  bear  it  had  obtained  by  the  vote  of  his  fellow  citizens  the  high 
office  of  president,  which  is  his  great  ambition,  and  he  did  not  prefer  to  be 
handed  down  in  history  a  parallel  of  a  second  Count  Don  Julian. 

If  Mr.  Juarez  is  legally  president  or  not,  if  he  is  a  good  or  bad  man,  this  is  our 
business.  If  he  be  a  traitor  to  his  country,  or  oppresses  his  fellow  citizens, 
there  are  laws  in  the  republic  to  demand  and  to  make  effective  his  responsibility. 
The  only  thing  which  M.  Billault  said  that  had  anything  like  correctness  about 
it,  although  he  said  it  to  cause  the  laughter  of  the  corps  legislatif,  was  that 
"  if  the  Mexicans  rejected  foreign  intervention,  and  were  content  with  their 
Juarez,  let  them  have  him."  Coming  from  abroad,  and  especially  from  France, 
to  say  that  he  rules  by  force  and  oppression,  it  caused  laughter  in  Mexico,  but  it  is 
a  scandal  abroad.  The  source  of  my  remarks  on  this  matter,  as  you  will  observe, 
is  the  doctrine  now  existing  in  France,  and  by  which  the  ^mperor  holds  his 
title.  His  Majesty  is  called  Napoleon  III  by  the  will  of  the  French  people ;  or 
his  Majesty  is  not  a  lawful  sovereign,  or  else  Senor  Juarez  is  lawfol  president. 
And  thus  his  Majesty  must  recognize  so  much  by  what  is  said  in  his  name  by 
M.  Billault  as  by  what  he  wrote  himself  to  General  Lorencez,  that  is :  "  That 
it  was  not  consonant  with  his  origin  to  impose  a  government  on  Mexico."  If 
there  be  any  difference  in  the  origin  of  one  or  the  other,  it  is  in  favor  of  Juarez. 

In  France,  with  a  centralized  military  system,  and  after  a  coup  d'etat,  he 
had  six  or  seven  millions  in  his  favor.  In  Mexico,  by  a  popular  system, 
without  an  army  or  any  forcible  power,  with  more  than  twenty  sovereign  states, 
the  votes  were  equally  divided  among  all,  and  the  proportion  of  the  votes  was 
five  thousand  (5,000)  and  more  in  favor  of  Benito  Juarez,  whilst  Ortega  and' 
Lerdo  had  been  respectively  1,800  and  2,000.  The  congress,  also  popularly 
elected,  declared  Benito  Juarez  president  of  the  republic. 

Furthermore,  a  short  while  afterwards,  fifty -one  deputies  addressed  to  Presi- 
dent Juarez  a  petition  asking  him  to  resign  the  presidential  chair.  They  did 
not  tell  him,  neither  could  they  tell  him,  that  he  was  not  a  legal  president,  made 
BO  by  the  will  of  the  people,  since  they  themselves  had  declared  him  president ; 
hut  the  reason  alleged  was  that  he  was  very  moderate,  and  they  desired  another 
man  in  his  place  more  radical  and  vigorous  in  the  different  branches  of  the  ad- 
ministration. That  petition  was  sent  to  all  the  States,  accompanied  by  a  circu- 
lar, in  which  the  deputies  that  signed  it  asked  the  State  governments  and  the 
people  to  second  the  petition.  Everywhere  the  State  governments  and  the 
people  disapproved  of  such  plan,  and  it  did  not  produce  any  other  effect  than 
decrees  of  the  legislatures  and  resolutions  of  the  public  meetings,  in  which  it  was 
declared  that  the  country  would  recognize  any  other  authorities  but  those  ema- 
nating ft-om  the  constitution  and  freely  elected  by  the  people. 

In  regard  to  the  ferocity  of  the  character  of  President  Juarez,  with  reference 
to  which  great  pains  have  been  taken  abroad  to  represent  him  to  the  world 
as  a  tiger,  I  have  to  inform  you,  as  a  fact  patent  to  the  public,  that  twice  he 
has  been  governor  of  the  state  of  Oaxaca,  and  during  these  two  terms  of  office 
there  is  not  a  single  instance  where  any  Frenchman,  Spaniard,  or  any  foreigner 
whatever,  has  ever  been  vexed  or  oppressed;  and  it  is  easy  to  point  out  who 
has  been  oppressed  if  these  assertions  are  not  absolutely  true. 

This  interpretation  was  made  to  the  French  commissioner  early  in  April, 
when  preparations  were  being  made  to  hold  the  conferences  which,  according 
to  the  stipulations  of  La  Soledad  treaty,  ought  to  have  been  open  on  the  15th 
of  that  month.  M.  Saligny  said  that  he  had  lately  received  letters  from  Mexico, 
by  which  he  was  informed  of  new  outrages  and  new  vexations  committed  on 
French  subjects.  Those  who  asked  him  about  the  truthfulness  of  these  assertions 
were  not  the  partizans  of  Juarez — ^not  even  Mexicans,  for  curiosity's  sake. 
They  were  his  colleagues,  as  much  interested  as  lumself  about  the  facts  he  had 
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mentioned.  They  were  plenipotentiaries  of  the  same  category  as  he  himsdf 
was ;  they  were  the  representatives  of  the  other  two  powers,  allies  of  France, 
his  eqoals,  and  united  with  him,  and  with  the  same  end.  You,  as  a  good  French- 
man, must  have  blushed  at  seeing  M.  Saligny's  answer.  So  all  good  Frenchmen 
must  have  blushed. 

Whil^  Frenchmen  at  thirty  leagues  away  were  murdering  Mexicans,  their  coun- 
tiymen  were  peaceably  pursuing  their  occupations,  selUng  their  merchandise 
quietly,  as  usual,  in  their  open  shops,  while  even  those  who  were  partisans  of  inter- 
vention, and  those  who  had  provoked  those  assassinations,  were  walking  through 
the  public  streets  with  impunity,  while  not  a  single  cry,  neither  generally  or  par- 
ticularly, was  heard  from  any  of  those  who  had  a  right  to  complain.  The  news 
was  received  by  telegraph  of  the  victory  over  the  invaders.  It  spread  throughout 
the  country  with  the  rapidity  of  the  electricity  by  which  it  had  come.  The 
rejoicings  that  followed  were  as  great  as  might  be  supposed  they  would  be. 
The  joy  of  the  people  was  manifested  with  shouts  of  victory  and  the  sounds  of 
music  throughout  the  streets.  But  that  which  might  be  an  ofSicial  act,  that 
which  depended  upon  the  will  of  President  Juarez,  there  was  none  of  this. 
You  would  suppose  that  he  had  ordered  the  victory  to  be  celebrated  by  salvos 
of  artillery,  ana  the  bells  of  the  city  to  chime  forth  this  national  success.  No, 
there  was  not  heard  one  single  gun,  not  the  sound  of  one  solitary  bell,  although 
it  would  have  been  just,  and  right,  and  proper,  as  perhaps  it  would  be  lament- 
able when  these  things  are  done  in  victories  over  brethren.  At  night  a  house 
in  a  principal  street  took  fire;  this  in  Mexico  is  a  rare  occurrence,  and  draws 
to^Uier  much  people,  and  creates  much  noise  and  a^tatiou.  But  this  incident 
did  not  cause  a  single  act  of  disorder,  nor  call  forth  a  single  insult  to  a  foreigner. 
This  is  like  President  Juarez,  and  this  is  like  the  Mexicsm  people. 

A  few  months  before,  while  the  greatest  emotion  still  existed  in  consequence 
of  the  audacity  of  the  remnants  of  the  reactionists,  the  news  arrived  of  the 
murder  of  Don  Melchor  Ocampo  in  cold  blood.  This  citizen  had  been  an  inti- 
mate personal  friend  of  President  Juarez  and  his  minister.  He  had  retired  and 
gone  to  reside  at  his  country  seat,  guarded  by  no  attendants,  but  confiding  in 
his  personal  safety  from  the  fact  that  he  did  not  participate  in  politics,  and  in  the 
common  respect  wliich  even  the  savage  has  for  an  unarmed  and  defenceless,  con- 
fiding, an  innocent  man.  From  that  quiet  retreat  he  was  dragged  by  a  Spaniard, 
with  the  villains  whom  he  commanded,  conducted  to  the  reactionary  headquar- 
ters, and  there  put  to  death.  When  this  news  arrived,  and  more  especially  when 
his  corpse  was  brought  to  the  capital,  there  was,  as  naturally  there  must  have 
been,  such  a  state  of  general  inaignation  and  horror  that  from  that  moment 
Marquez  ceased  to  be  the  chief  among  the  reactionary  leaders  in  Mexico.  And 
if  this  were  so  with  the  reactionists,  what  must  it  have  been  with  the  liberal 

Earty  ]  The  indignation  arose  to  such  a  pitch  that  it  produced  a  lamentable 
LW  of  congress,  altogether  useless  according  to  Mexican  customs,  which  raised 
among  the  people  such  a  thirst  for  vengeance  that  they  held  many  meetings,  at 
which,  in  tneir  clubs  and  otherwise,  they  resolved  to  march  to  the  presidential 
residence  to  demand  the  delivery  of  the  political  criminals  who  were  then  in 

§  risen,  and  who  had  been  ministers  of  the  reactionary  party  and  had  served 
lem  in  other  ways,  so  that  they  should  be  executed.  Scuor  Juarez  was  firm 
enough  to  send  away  this  multitude  to  their  homes,  telling  them  that  those  crimi- 
nals were  to  be  tried,  and  that  they  were  under  the  protection  of  the  law ;  that 
they  would  first  have  to  pass  over  his  corpse  before  they  could  so  much  as 
touch  one  of  them ;  that  he  would  send  a  force  strong  enough  to  protect  them. 
And  true  enough,  when  these  rioters,  thirsting  for  vengeance,  could  not  find 
here  any  consolation,  they  left  the  palace  and  proceeded  to  the  prisons,  which 
they  found  guarded  and  held  by  troops  throughout  all  its  approaches  ;  and  the 
prisoners  were  therefore  saved>  and  neither  then,  nor  at  any  time  after,  were  any 
of  them  saciificed. 
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This  the  English  minister  comnranicated  to  his  goYenunent  very  differendy 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  French  representative  stated  the  facts  to  his  gov- 
ernment Some  of  these  men  who  had  served  Miramon  left  for  foreign  countries, 
having  reedved  the  clemency  of  Joares,  while  others  have  remained  in  peace 
and  quietness,  appreciated  for  their  honor  and  other  personal  qualities.  And  it 
is  to  be  remark^  that  the  president  might  have  made  himself  highly  popular^ 
for  his^  desire,  ahove  everything  else,  was  to  avenge  the  death  of  his  minister 
and  his  friend ;  but  he  had  the  wisdom  and  the  good  sense  not  to  gain  any  such , 
melancholy  popukurity,  because— and  this  I  state  for  your  instruction  and  that 
of  the  French  government,  in  order  that  you  mav  see  how  popular  is  interven- 
tion among  the  most  sensible  Mexicans— -one  of  these  proscribed  ministers  of 
Miramon  was  not  a  prisoner,  but  was  secreted  away,  ana  secure  from  all  perse* 
cution.  This  good  Mexican  had  the  courage  to  mi^e  his  appearance  spontane- 
ously, stating  to  the  gov^mm^it  and  the  public  that  he  preferred  to  be  con- 
demned by  his  own  countrymen  to  being  pardoned  by  strangers,  or  even  to  be 
delivered  by  them  from  the  place  in  which  he  had  taken  refuge. 

There  was  but  a  single  execution  which  produced  a  great  sensation  in  conse- 
quence of  the  condition  of  the  party  concerned,  and  this  was  not  by  the  orders 
of  President  Juarez,  because  both  he  and  his  minister  who  was  with  him  in  the 
capital,  as  well  as  two  other  of  his  ministers  who  were  conferring  with  General 
Prim,  at  Orisaba,  telegraphed  that  the  prisoner  should  not  suffer  death,  but  ten 
years'  imprisonment.  Unfortunatelv  these  telegrams  arrived  too  late.  By  a 
council  of  war  he  was  tried,  and  hid  execution  followed  immediately.  The 
friends  of  General  Robles  could  not  admit  the  possibility  that  so  noble  a  gentle- 
man could  have  allied  himself  with  the  invaders  of  his  country ;  but  they  pre- 
sumed that  he  considered  the  expedition  of  the  three  allied  powers  in  any  other 
than  a  hostile  light,  but  as  a  conciliatory  movement  in  favor  of  lawful  order. 
But  this  idea  was  not  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  many  of  his  followers  who 
had  escaped  from  his  command  had  joined  themselves  to  the  enemy,  and,  fight- 
ing with  him,  were  also  defeated  with  him  before  Puebla. 

In  this  episode  there  are  two  circumstances  to  be  observed  for  your  particular 
notice,  and  in  order  that  a  proper  judgment  might  be  formed  of  aqjptervention . 
which  ought  not  to  have  taken  place  under  any  circumstances.  '  Certainly  the 
report  that  the  general  was  cauAt  by  a  lasso  and  dragged  away  is  a  gross  fab- 
rication, which  I  have  just  heard,  for  the  first  time,  out  of  the  republic.  But  it 
must  be  noted  that  one  of  the  objections  made  by  the  French  minister  against 
the  recognition  of  the  government  of  President  Juarez  was,  that  it  was  not 
strong  enough  to  maintain  itself  and  restrain  its  enemies ;  and  vet  when,  by 
such  a  sevete  degree  of  punishment  of  an  officer  so  well  known  and  esteemed  in 
society,  the  government  proved  that  it  had  the  means  and  the  power  of  com- 
pelling the  fulfilment  and  enforcement  of  the  laws  and  to  restrain  its  enemies, 
then  it  was  accused  of  being  systematically  cruel.  Is  this  not  taking  sides, 
through  right  or  wrong,  for  the  want  of  a  decent  pretext !  i 

So  evidently  appears  the  passion  which  has  inspired  all  these  allegations,  that 
M.  Billault  said,  speaking  of  this  incident,  tliat  uie  bloody  madness  of  Juarez 
had  not  spared  even  an  honest  man  im  a  country  where  those  who  deserve  that 
qualification  are  so  few.  It  is  useless  to  say  even.  But  those  insults  to  a  whole 
country— are  they  just  ?  What  knows  the  minister  about  Mexico  without  a 
portfolio  ?  Perhaps  he  did  study  Bolis's  History  of  the  Conquest  of  Mexico,  and 
has,  about  modem  Mexico,  only  such  information  as  the  last  French  envoy  has 
communicated  to  him.  Without  noticing  that  he  who  wishes  to  making  lying 
national  in  the  Mexican  character,  since  speaking  of  General  Uraga,  he  savs 
that  he  is  a  liar,  as  a  good  Mexican  has  given  the  lie  to  himself.  Begging  M. 
Billault's  pardon,  I  will  say  that  that  compliment  which,  in  his  language,  I  be- 
lieve, is  called  a  houtadSf  deserves  the  name  of  what,  in  the  same  expressive  lan- 
guage, is  called  maladresse.  How  is  it  not  that  the  French  intervention  comes 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 27 
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to  free  the  sensible  people  of  Mexico,  and  has  it  not  been  said  that  nine-tenths 
of  the  Mexican  people  are  oppressed  I  And  does  not  General  Forej  say  that  he 
comes  only  to  make  war  upon  a  handfnl  of  men  without  scruples  and  without 
conscience  1  The  natural  inference  of  that  is,  that  the  sensible  people  is  the 
great  maiority  of  the  Mexican  people ;  and,  furthermore,  that  where  there  are 
nine-tenms  of  sensible,  scrupulous,  and  conscientious  people,  those  who  deserre 
to  be  called  honest  are  not  so  few,  and  that  M.  Billault  contradicted  his  own 
assertions  when  he  paid  the  Mexicans  that  bad  compliment.  Yon  see,  Mr. 
Minister,  to  what  inconsistences  and  meanness  a  bad  cause  leads.  You  could 
not  have  had  such  forgetfulness,  neither  could  you  have  formed  an  opinion  bj 
the  information  of  only  one  of  the  parties. 

Another  foreign  minister,  a  great  friend  of  the  French  minister,  obsenring, 
without  a  cause  for  it,  a  conduct  differing  from  that  of  his  predecessors  of 
beloved  memory  in  the  republic,  spoke  of  daily  assassinations  chiefly  against 
French     French  are  those  who,  through  the  public  papers,  have  challenged, 

iand  they  have  made  use  of  this  word,)  to  say  who  are  they.  They  are  waiting 
or  the  answer  such  as  the  one  which  the  English  and  Spanish  plenipotentiaries 
asked  for  in  Orizaba  to  the  French  minister.  Besides  the  spontaneous  mani- 
festations of  the  French  through  the  invitation  of  the  tribunal  of  Jalisco,  a 
judicial  investigation  has  been  established  all  throughout  the  republic  in  order 
that  all  French  living  there  may  declare  before  their  respective  consuls  which 
are  their  complaints.  The  government  has  likely  sent  it  to  France.  The  resoh 
must  have  been  unfavorable,  for  it  has  not  been  published  in  France,  while  it 
has  been  in  Mexico. 

There  certainly  have  been,  among  some  inferior  chiefs  of  the  liberal  forces 
during  the  civil  war,  abuses  we  might  cite.  Unfortunately,  there  have  been 
functionaries  of  the  party  of  constitutional  order  whose  conduct  and  personal 
behavior  have  done  no  honor  to  the  party,  and  whose  despotism  is  condemned 
by  the  constitution;  but  what  of  this?  Have  not  the  French  historians  of  the 
first  French  revolution,  as  well  as  those  of  the  consulate  and  of  the  empire, 
chronicled  the  acts  of  as  high  and  much  higher  officers  which  degrade  Uieir 
authors  and  dishonor  a  nation  and  a  cause?  And  is  it  possible  to  be  altogether 
free  of  them  in  times  of  turbulance  and  commotion,  in  which  policy,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  necessity  of  self-preservation,  makes  the  normal  exercise  of  justice 
dangerous  or  impossible? 

Can  we  deny  the  magic  power  of  Napoleon  the  First,  and  what  he  himself 
used  to  say  about  some  of  his  aide-de-camps  in  St.  Helena?  Here,  at  present, 
are  there  not  questions  with  ^  the  Washington  government  on  account  of  disa- 
greements among  some  of  its  agents?  And  the  press  and  the  advisers  of  the 
administration,  are  they  not  importuning  it  so  mudi  that  it  should  not  betray  its 
weakness,  and  sacrifice  its  tried  followers,  who  give  it  victories  or  maintain  to  it 
States  in  the  Union,  owing  to  the  importune  exigencies  of  foreigners  ?  I  don't 
try  to  argue  who  has  the  right,  I  only  quote  fact;  only  I  will  make  the  obser- 
vations which  I  am  able,  as  a  private  individual,  in  a  letter,  the  chiefs  of  reac- 
tionary parties,  are  they  exempt  from  those  outrages  on  foreign  subjects  and  of 
those  deeds  to  which  they  wish  to  give  the  name  and  category  of  insults  to  their 
nations  ?  Who  were  those  who  made  the  English  consuls  to  carry  arms  and  to 
march  in  the  files,  and  even  put  them  in  prison  ?  Who  were  those  that  attacked 
some  Englishmen  at  Arroyo  Zarco? — the  same  ones  with  whom  the  French 
have  allied  themselves.  In  every  case  those  deeds,  charged  on  the  chiefs  of  the 
liberal  armies,  in  the  nation's  good  laws,  would  be  matter  for  an  ultimatum^  and, 
in  case  of  not  doing  justice  to  a  just  demand,  a  formal  declaration  of  war  would 
then  be  made  to  obtain  it  by  force.  But  nothing  of  this  has  been  done.  Seek 
for  it  in  the  archives  of  the  ministry,  to  whose  office  you  have  returned,  and  you 
will  not  find  not  even  answers  given  to  Juares'z  government  previously. 

This  last  one  not  having  re^ed  satisfrustion,  if  they  would  have  asked  him  to 
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aiake  the  jast  amends,  it  could  not  be  said  that  the  deed  alone  would  be  a  cause 
for  war.  I  am  confirmed  in  this  supposition  by  the  behavior  of  France,  carrying 
lier  magnanimity  so  far  as  to  ally  herself  with  the  authors  and  perpetrators  of  such 
odious  and  repeated  deeds.  So  that  the  intervention  has  such  efficacy  and  virtue 
that  by  allying  oneself  with  it,  although  the  greatest  crimes  should  have  been 
committed  against  France,  at  once  they  are  all  forgiven  and  forgotten  by  the 
invaders. 

As  the  one  who  affirms  something  must  prove  it,  it  is  enough  for  me  to  find 
that  no  answers  have  been  given  to  the  questions  asked  by  the  French  residents 
in  several  parts  of  the  republic,  and  to  those  of  the  English  and  Spanish  commis- 
sioners, to  have  shown  to  your  judgment,  as  already  has  been  in  that  of  the  whole 
world,  the  falsity  of  the  charges  of  M.  Saligny  and  M.  Billault  against  president 
Juarez.  But  I  have  gone  farther,  for  I  am  speaking  with  you;  and  for  this 
consideration  I  have  kept  from  myself  the  right  to  close  the  domestic  circle  to 
foreigners,  and  I  am  the  one  who  has  quoted  true  facts  without  making  a 
panegyric  of  the  first  magistrate  of  the  republic,  and  basing  them  on  public  and 
official  documents,  some  of  which  are  not  of  Mexicans,  but  of  persons  of  charac- 
ter, in  reports  to  their  governments. 

If  the  intervention  is  unjustifiable  in  its  pretexts,  there  is  nothing  to  exonerate 
it  from  blame  in  all  and  each  of  the  circumstances  that  have  accompanied  it ; 
one  of  them  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  disgrace  a  nation. 

£urope  did  not  come  to  think  of  Mexico  till,  by  the  alliance  of  the  spirit  of 
vengeance  of  some  Mexicans,  with  the  illusions  of  others,  it  gave  birth  to  the 
idea  of  giving  a  possible  solution  to  European  questions  by  the  sacrifice  of  a 
nation  of  America  who  was  thought  incapable  of  preventing  it,  and  which 
occupied  the  most  wished-for  part  of  the  continent. 

The  intervention  entered  into  the  coalition  at  London  with  secret  views,  of 
which  the  proof  is  that  she  complained  of  England  and  France  when  it  was 
said  that  she  was  left  alone.  It  is  clear  that  France  would  not  think  that  she 
needed  the  support  of  allies  for  a  campaign  against  Mexico ;  we  must  understand 
that  her  regret  came  from  being  left  alone  when  the  curtain  was  taken  off  irom 
her  intentions,  and  when  the  withdrawal  of  the  support  of  the  other  one's  brought 
oat  a  protest  on  account  of  the  violation  of  that  agreed  to,  and  a  disapprobation 
of  the  reprobate  means  she  made  use  of  to  go  further  into  the  country,  and  to 
take  in  the  question  more  than  her  share. 

With  the  same  views  she  invited  the  United  States  to  take  part  in  the 
coalition,  so  that  they  should  leave  her  an  ample  field  of  action,  and  so 
that  they  should  not,  by  resentment,  put  on  obstacles,  and  that,  coming  (is 
a  third  person,  should  exclude  her  from  any  fighting  on  the  continent,  and 
prevent  her  remaining  with  the  prey  which  she  was  ambitioning ;  and  be* 
cause  in  the  future  ¥rhich  separated  the  south  from  the  north,  with  Mexico 
already  in  her  possession,  it  might  suit  her  to  ally  herself  with  one  (the 
owner  of  slaves)  against  the  other,  and  to  try  her  forces  against  this  power. 
Once  the  colossus  attacked,  weakened  in  her  military  power,  her  means  ex- 
hausted, her  prestige  lost,  it  would  be  easy  to  give  the  finishmg  "blow  to  the 
other  republics — a  pernicious  example  to  the  countries  of  Europe.  To  choose 
the  time  for  intervention  when  the  civil  war  had  broke  out  in  the  United  States, 
when  the  north  and  south  cannot  spare  a  ship  or  any  forces,  which  are  necessary 
to  conquer  themselves,  and  when  the  south  is  begging  in  Europe  to  be  recog- 
nized as  a  nation,  may  be  sound  policy  and  very  sagacious,  but  it  does  no 
honor  to  the  chivalric  courage  of  France,  or  to  the  views  of  her  government. 

Much  less  honor  it  does  her  to  take  advantage  of  the  same  circumstance  in 
the  Mexican  republic.  If  even  they  were  in  the  midst  of  the  fight  when  the 
absolutism  of  the  military  and  clergy  was  in  possession  of  the  principal  cities* 
although  it  never  had  possession  of  any  of  the  ports,  nor  of  any  entire  State, 
bnt  when  it  seemed  that  neither  of  the  two  contending  parties  had  the  nation  op 
their  side,  or  that  they  ever  could  conquer  each  other,  the  int^Tveii^Qii  ^<c))\ii^ 
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have  come  obligating  both  to  surrender  their  arms;  calling  on  every  Mexieai^ 
l]k)m  citizen,  and  on  every  one  entitled  to  vote,  (without  appealing  to  armsy 
but  by  universal  Buffirage,  and  without  the  influence  of  any  of  the  three,)  t» 
eelect  the  personnel  of  her  government,  and  the  laws  which  he  would  have  t» 
follow  to  secure  a  law  equallv  just  to  the  liberties  of  everybody.  This  wai 
what  the  convention  at  iNavidad  wanted;  it  was  composed  of  all  parties,  witk 
a  great  proportion  of  liberals.  If  the  intervention  had  gone  no  further  than  to 
support  the  wish  of  the  nation,  legally  represented,  they  would  have  been  b^pseed 
by  all  who  had  suffered  by  the  civil  war,  and  it  would  have  been  applauded 
outside  by  all  the  lovers  of  humanity  who  do  not  want  the  slavery  in  Mexioo, 
under  the  pretext  that  her  tranquillity  concerns  everybody.  But  to  come  when 
war  was  at  an  end  by  the  triumph  of  law  over  arbitrary  rule— -of  the  people 
over  the  usurpers — when  peace  was  about  to  be  established  forever,  with  econ- 
omy and  regularity  in  the  administration  of  the  public  finances,  and  the  sup- 
pression of  expensive  and  prejudicial  institutions,  and  when  they  had  jost 
abolished  distinctions  and  privileges,  and  the  germs  of  the  previous  continuoiiB 
revolutions  by  allying  themselves  with  those  conquered,  to  kindle  again  war 
over  all  the  country,  to  make  a  new  party — that  of  the  q/rance9ado9 — ^which 
win  always  be  the  exception,  but  which  will  work  the  ruin  and  disgrace  of 
many  innocent  families,  so  that  relations  should  see  that  in  no  other  way  can 
they  save  a  religion  which  they  think  menaced ;  and,  in  a  word,  going  to  Mexico 
to  do  the  contrary  of  what  is  done  in  France.  For  this  there  is  no  name,  nor 
will  it  be  myself  who  will  find  it  one  j  but  for  this  they  will  have  to  pay,  if 
before  God  deeds  do  not  change  their  nature  by  what  is  called  policy,  and  who 
knows  if  the  punishment  will  begin  from  this  life.  It  has  commenced  already, 
by  the  humbling  of  those  soberbious  and  invincible  legions  running  away  de- 
feated from  a  number  three  times  less  than  themselves  of  the  sons  of  thai 
despised  country ;  and  with  the  greater  humiliation  even,  of  giving  an  example 
never  seen  in  military  records,  and  precisely  by  the  most  military  nation ;  that 
is,  of  a  war  of  invasion,  in  which  the  invader  takes  the  defensive  and  barricades 
himself  in  the  country  invaded. 

Even  less  honor  is  there  for  France  in  the  intervention  when  it  arrived  and 
went  into  the  country  under  the  cloak  of  friendship,  and,  alleging  humanity  and 
civilization,  asked  for  the  permit  to  get  away  from  the  sickly  climate  on  the 
coast,  and  asked  for  lodgings  in  a  better  climate.  I  should  have  granted  it  to 
them,  even  to  Mexico,  if  they  should  go  unarmed,  for  the  guns  and  cannons 
could  not  be  attacked  by  the  vomito  in  Vera  Cruz.  But  now  the  clever 
European  diplomatists  laugh  at  their  ease  at  the  candor  of  the  Mexican  savages. 
In  effect,  they  offered  to  newly  recognize  the  government  which  they  had 
already  recognized ;  they  offered  to  treat  with  her,  and  gave  their  word  asd 
signatures  that,  if  diey  did  not  agree,  and  they  should  have  to  appeal  to  aims, 
they  would  return  to  their  former  position.  The  candid,  lying  Mexicans  did 
not  believe  that  such  a  great  nation  would  lie,  (they  forgot  the  snowballs  of  Pam- 
plone,)  and,  doing  honor  to  their  word,  they  let  them  pass  to  their  fortified 
places.  When  they  had  taken  possession  of  these  places,  and  when  the  trust- 
ing Mexicans  retired  from  them  the  forces  guarding  them,  the  invaders  do  not 
even  open  negotiations,  not  even  for  the  sake  of  military  and  national  honesty 
and  dignity.  They  recur,  to  conceal  the  expedient,  the  cunning,  to  offer  an 
inadmissible  ultimatum  of  declaring  war  then,  and  to  return  for  the  sake  of 
form  to  the  starting  place,  if  it  were  only  to  change  front  at  once.  They  feared 
that  the  fortifications  should  be  guarded,  and  that  they  should  have  to  fight  to 
have  them  in  their  possession  again ;  thus  begging  by  violating  the  conventiou 
with  the  allied  powers.  There  it  was  agreed  that  some  chiefs  chosen  by  each 
of  the  three  powers  should  represent  the  common  interest,  and  would  act  in 
accord  and  in  the  name  of  the  three.  M.  Saligny,  being  interrogated  by  his 
colleagues,  answers  that  he  don't  need  being  responsible  to  them  but  to  his 
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gOTernxnent ;  and  when  they,  not  a  Mexican,  exact  from  him  the  compliance 
with  the  agreements  of  La  Doledad,  bj  virtue  of  which  he  found  himself  where 
they  were  speaking,  he,  a  plenipotentiary  minister  of  France,  has  no  objection  to 
declare  to  the  whole  world  tnat  the  signature  of  a  representative  of  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty Napoleon  the  Third  is  not  woilth  more  than  the  paper  on  which  it  is  written ! 
I  don't  form  any  accusations ;  I  only  literally  copy  his  words,  and  the  ortho- 
graphic symbols  which  accompany  them  are  only  announcement  of  the  sorrow 
with  which  I  do  it  Why  did  they  not  ask  of  M.  Billault  if  in  his  speech  he 
mentioned  this  circumstance,  or  if  he  had  omitted  it,  or  in  what  way  did  he 
speak  of  it,  if  there  the  Mexicans  would  have  been  those  who  said  and  did 
this.  Some  time  before  the  intervention  refused  to  reship  D.  Juan  Almonte,  as 
the  government  of  the  republic  had  requested,  which  was  the  only  thing  re- 
quested, and  not  to  deliver  him  over  to  them,  as  was  fabely  said,  and  it  was 
refuaed,  against  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  allies,  and  against  the  example  of 
one  of  them,  who  had  reshipped  Don  Miguel  M.  Miramon,  the  intervention  said 
that  never  a  proscribed  one  had  vainly  implored  the  protection  of  the  French 
tL^g.  Pretty  words !  they  only  pervert  the  meaning  of  all  of  them.  They  call 
protection,  not  that  of  the  French  soil,  but  the  armed  support  in  a  foreign  land, 
and  she  calls  the  proscribed  one  the  same  one  that  she  herself  in  the  same 
despatch  says  that  he  carries  with  him  the  trust,  the  will,  and  the  instructions 
of  the  Emperor,  and  the  one  who  enters  menacing,  sending  everywhere  seducing 
letters  and  circulars  in  favor  of  a  pronunciamento  in  his  favor  and  against  the 
existing  order  of  things.  It  is  a  new  fashion  of  giving  an  asylum,  making  pro- 
clamation in  those  places  she  dbcupies  with  her  qannons,  supreme  chief  of  the 
nation,  and,  to  enable  this  last  to  give  her  liberremo  vote,  they  go  to  pour  grape- 
shot  on  the  island  of  Carmen  and  to  shell  Campeachy !  The  Mexican  nation  is 
accustomed  that  France  should  give  them  always  justice  in  what  France  charges 
on  her.  To-day  she  undoes  what  she  did  yesterday.  The  intervention  by  a 
decree  has  broken  to  pieces  the  farce  of  its  supreme  chief,  who  was  disgraced 
in  the  eyes  of  his  powerful  protector  for  not  having  been  circumspect  enough-^ 
that  is,  because  he  revealed  to  the  chiefs  of  the  other  powers  the  plans,  unma- 
tured yet,  of  his  true  mission.  Of  nothing  ha^e  served  to  vindicate  the  memory 
of  Moreau,  of  the  De  Goblentz,  and  that  of  the  Count  de  Artois,  their  protests, 
saying  that  to  deliver  their  country  from  an  usurper  and  a  tyrant.  History 
has  decided  that  they  took  arms  against  their  country.  The  last  historian 
who  has  been  honored  by  a  quotation  from  his  works  by  Napoleon  the  Third, 
in  his  inaugural  address,  gives  them  a  whole  chapter. 

Following  this,  the  intervention  seeing  herself  left  alone  in  the  midst  of  the 
country,  without  there  coming  to  its  aid  a  single  person  of  the  nine-tenths  op- 
pressed ones  whom  Uiey  said  have  offered  themselves ;  who  not  only  did  not  come 
to  th^n,  but  they  were  not  received  everywhere  with  open  arms,  and  with  cannon 
shots  was  their  welcome  in  both  seas,  calls  to  her  help  those  that  she  condemns  by 
their  principles.  Yesterday  liberal  France,  honest  and  just  France,  unanimously 
raisea  to  heaven  her  cries  against  those  who  sacrificed  at  Tacubaya  young  poets, 
physicians,  and  foreigners.  And  for  a  greater  horror,  engravings  of  that  car- 
nage were  circulated  called  abattoir.  Well,  those  are  with  whom  the  interven- 
tion has  allied  herself.  France  of  '89  has  gone  to  the  New  World  to  associate 
herself  with  George  Cadoudal! 

I  assure  you,  Mr.  Minister,  that  the  Mexicans  of  to-day  are  like  those  that 
Herman  Cortez  met ;  without  being  able  to  understand  the  behavior  of  the  in- 
vaders by  comparing  it  with  their  words.  There  is  not  even  one  of  their  actions 
which  is  not  to-day,  as  then,  reprobated  explicitly  and  severely  by  its  doctrines. 
Then  the  astonished  nations  did  not  know  on  to  whom  rely ;  on  one  side  they 
heard  the  preaching  of  doctrines  of  peace  and  love ;  in  their  catechism  they  taught 
the  gentiles  and  neophites  neighborly  love,  the  inviolability  of  human  life,  oespect 
to  another's  wife  and  to  virginity,  the  scorning  of  riches,  the  horror  of  deception 
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and  iDgratittidei  the  sacred  keeping  of  hospitality,  and  all  that  constitntes  ibi6 
sublime  character  of  our  Christian  religion,  and  at  the  same  time  they  saw  that 
thej  chained  a  confiding  monarch  who  went  to  make  the  visit  requested  firom 
him,  and  saw  carnages  by  thousands  and  submission,  instead  of  the  alliance 
which  they  were  going  to  offer,  although  it  had  not  being  asked  for,  and  the 
equal  submission  of  those  who  had  aided  them  to  make  the  other  submit,  and  the 
most  exqnisitive  torment,  all  on  account  of  gold,  and  the  abuse  of  the  principal 
ladies,  and  acts  of  public  immorality  from  the  first  to  the  last  of  them,  &c.,  &;c 
To-day  it  is  said  on  a  solemn  occasion  that  France  would  be  on  good  terms 
with  «J1  her  exterior  relations  if  it  were  not  that  in  Mexico  there  is  an  unscru- 
pulous government  who  violates  the  law  of  nations.  Do  you  think  it  is  according 
to  the  law  of  nations  to  wage  a  war  without  declaring  it  ?  And  this  is  the  time 
when  the  nations  that  see  her  have  not  seen  yet  the  documents  in  formula  used 
among  them ;  neither  the  government  nor  the  country  against  which  it  is  waged 
have  any  notice  but  the  nothingness  and  declamations  of  M.  Billault.  Do  you 
consider  it  the  law  of  nations  to  wage  a  war  even  when  those  generalities  should 
have  as  bases  positive  facts  ?  The  well  justified  and  courageous  M.  Farres 
won  a  triumph  over  M.  Billault  by  refuting  his  speech  by  a  single  word.  "  What 
I  see,"  he  said,  "  by  the  information  which  we  have  had,  is  ttiat  what  we  have 
there  are  debtors,  but  not  enemies."  What  would  he  have  said  if  better  in- 
formed, he  should  have  known  that  that  neither  debtors  pave  France  or  the 
French  there  1  Will  the  violation  of  what  was  agreed  upon  with  the  allies  be 
the  law  of  nations  1  Will  it  be  to  sign  capitulations  for  the  object,  not  of  de- 
nying his  signature  or  claim  it  as  his,  when  the  end  that  was  wanted  was  at- 
tained, which  could  not  be  done  on  account  of  there  beihg  witnesses  to  it,  but 
of  retracting  himself,  and  taking  advantage  of  what  was  conceded  by  virtue  of 
it,  and  contradict  himself,  and  of  not  caring  for  the  public  faith  ?  Are  the  sink- 
ing of  vessels  and  the  employing  of  violence  and  death  over  indefencible  towns 
and  inoffensives  to  force  them  to  recognize  a  government  brought  from  abroad, 
the  law  of  nations  ? 

•  The  Mexicans  of  to-day  see  that  war  comes  preceded  by  the  treaty  of 
Paris  of  1856 ;  that  in  the  proclamation  of  the  general-in-chief,  in  which  he 
says  that 'France  does  not  take  a  part  in  the  differences  of  foreign  nations; 
in  the  same  one  he  says  that  he  is  going  to  wage  war  on  those  who  sell  the 
territory  of  the  republic  We  see  that  at  the  same  time  that  this  new  expe- 
dition comes  into  our  dominions  and  to  interiere  in  our  affairs,  a  revolution 
breaks  out  in  Greece,  that  obliges  her  King  Otho  to  abdicate,  and  that  France 
agrees  with  England  and  Russia  not  to  interfere.  She  may  not  have  there  the 
interest  nor  the  facilities  that  she  is  believed  to  have  here.  But  why  shall 
we  tire  ourselves  in  our  candor  by  proffering  the  law  of  nations  not  even  if  they 
are  supported  by  their  own  doctrines,  if  the  same  powers  have  promoted  among 
themselves  the  question.  Is  utrum  Mexico  included  in  the  general  rule  of  non- 
intervention ?  But,  then,  there  is  no  need  to  say  that  the  government  of  Mexico 
does  not  respect  the  law  of  nations. 

And  do  you  think  it  very  scrupulous  to  take  possession,  when  you  least 
thought  so,  of  the  income  of  a  nation,  receive  their  instalments,  and  not  give 
an  account  of  it  to  their  owners,  nor  to  anybody?  And  even,  yet,  can  it  be  more 
scrupulous  that  M.  Billault  should  say  that  now,  that  is  to  say,  not  even  with 
what  they  should  demand,  the  accounts  will  be  balanced,  but  that  some  balance 
will  be  left  to  carry  out  another  war  for  motives  so  well  allied  to  the  rights  of 
men,  as  contracts  for  ages  with  private  individuals  now  they  shall  collect  from 
Mexico,  thirteen  millions  of  dollars,  (sixty-five  millions  of  francs,)  and  after- 
wards they  shall  find  out  what  remains  ?  Is  this  not  astonishing  in  public 
riffhts  as  well  as  private  ones,  for  to  my  knowledge  the  principles  of  one  are 
taken*  from  those  of  the  others  in  the  same  way  as  those  oetween  individuals 
spring  from  the  natural  law,  and  we  know  that  in  French  legislation!  as  in 
that  of  all  the  world,  the  one  who  claims  what  nobody  owes  him  loses  his 
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right  and  something  more;  or  if  he  even  claims  more  than  what  thej  owe  him» 
and  even  more  so  the  one  who  collects  by  his  hand's  aid.  But  they  say  that 
included  in  the  claims  is  the  expense  of  the  war;  and  will  it  be  in  accordance 
with  the  law  of  nations  to  claim  the  expenses  of  a  war  that  has  neither  been 
eansed  on  the  one  part  nor  declared  by  the  other,  the  necessity  for  it  being 
based  in  its  resistance  to  have  justice  done  from  the  government  which  has  not 
left  another  way  open  to  obtain  it  ? 

Sir,  if,  in  the  impossibility  of  finding  enemies,  it  be  sufficient  that  there  should 
be  debtors,  it  may  not  be  quite  right  to  create  debts  in  order  to  have  the  reason 
why  and  the  parties  against  whom  to  make  war. 

Then  what  excuse  remains  to  give  it  a  motive  ?  The  Mexicans  of  to-day 
see  with  astonishment  that  from  Europe  comes  a  desolating  war,  because  we 
have  continuous  changes  in  our  government  and  pronunciamentos ;  and  we 
are  astonished  still  more  to  find  that  it  comes  from  Fitince,  on  account  of  its 
pharasaical  and  officious  zeal. 

That  Europe,  that  cannot  exist  but  in  war  and  for  war,  and  must  live  so  as 
long  as  the  interest  of  its  people  are  in  opposition  to  those  of  its  government ; 
that  Europe,  who  bums  like  a  volcano  in  its  continuous  distrusts  and  alarms, 
and  consequent  suffering,  where  there  is  not  a  government,  not  even  one  who 
is  not  watchful  either  of  its  own  subjects  or  watching  the  opportunity  to  spring 
on  the  other  governments.  In  this  case  we  find  doubly  Austria,  heterogeneous 
with  Victor  Emanuel ;  in  this  case  we  find  Prussia  neo-representative  with 
her  house  <^  representatives,  and  with  Austria,  on  account  of  the  German 
supremacy ;  in  this  case  we  find  Germany,  on  account  of  her  unity  and  auton- 
omy ;  in  this  case  we  find  Poland  with  Russia ;  in  this  case  we  find  Russia 
with  her  serfs  and  with  Turkey ;  in  this  case  we  find  Greece  with  her  King, 
and  the  brother  of  her  King,  and  with  the  provisional  congress  of  Athens  ; 
even  Denmark,  on  account  of  her  Holstein,  and  lastly,  France  with  Italy  and 
England. 

The  war  in  the  United  States  deserves  our  special  attention  for  two  considera- 
tions. The  monarchs  and  oligarchists  of  Europe  have  rejoiced  with  "gusto"  at 
this  war  between  the  north  and  the  south,  believing  to  have  found  in  it  an  unan- 
swerable argument,  an  Achilles,  in  school  parlance,  against  all  republics,  as  if 
things  would  change  their  constitution  on  account  of  political  institutions ;  as  if  in 
this  country,  under  a  King,  slaves  would  cease  to  be  slaves ;  as  if  it  were  not  a 
condition  to  the  wealth  of  one  half  of  it  aixd  a  trouble  and  almost  a  shame  to  the 
other  half;  as  if  in  monarchical  Russia,  and  of  an  absolute  monarchy,  the  same 
Question  with  her  serfs  should  not  be  threatening  her  tranquillity ;  as  if  to  those 
oivers  interests  in  the  different  States  there  would  not  be  added,  if  they  were 
monarchies,  those  of  the  dynasties  and  princes  of  the  blood  of  the  same  dynasty 
that  have  stained  with  blood  alwavs  the  monarchical  nations  of  Europe. 

The  North  Americans  say  that  their  war  has  sprung  of  an  institution  that  is  not 
of  their  own  creation,  but  that  it  was  left  to  them  by  the  English.  You  who  know 
so  many  Spanish  proverbs,  will  remember  one  that  says :  "Acada  santo  se  le  llega 
su  dia  de  fusta"— -(for  each  saint  there  is  a  holiday.)  It  is  not  thict  we  feel 
glad  of  another  evil,  but  we  cannot  forget  that  these  North  Americans  who  are 
obliged  to-day  to  give  an  excuse  for  weir  war,  in  which  they  have  done  in 
eighteen  months  what  the  Mexicans  have  not  seen  in  twenty  years,  should  not 
allow  us  as  an  excuse  those  institutions  that  were  left  to  us  by  the  Spaniards* 
and,  proud  of  their  peace  and  consequent  prosperity,  should  reproach  us  on  ac- 
count of  our  revolutions. 

Yon  will  excuse  me  if  I  quote  so  many  times  from  M.  Billault ;  but  wanting  an 
ultimatum  to  refute,  it  becomes  necessary  to  recur  often  to  this  unusual  and  pas- 
sionate supplement. 

Generous  and  just,  France  unanimously  manifested  her  sympathies  for  Mexico 
in  the  perfidious  history  of  Texas,  and  in  the  war  which  the  United  State  made  upon 
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ker  to  possess  a  coast  on  the  Paci^  ocean  t  that  dame  M.  Billanlt,  a  good  Frencb' 
man,  then  may  probablj  have  participated  of  those  sympathies  for  Mexico  in  a 
war,  whose  injustice  is  shown  in  the  treaties  of  Gnadalope,  and  die  miliions  of 
California.  France  did  not  come  to  help  Mexico  in  this  war  of  fillibnsterism  and 
nsnrpation.  Even  the  United  States  do  us  justice  now,  if  it  is  not  hy  returning 
to  us  the  territory  usurped,  because,  when  it  suits  them  best,  they  follow  tke 
creed  of  facts  accomplished,  at  least  in  part,  with  the  official  and  reiterated  disap- 
probation of  the  policy  pursued  at  that  time,  and  with  the  place  that  occupies  in  the 
actual  scene  the  minister  of  the  administration  at  that  time.  But  M.  Billault,  in 
seeking  and  re-seeking  for  a  support  to  his  charges  about  Mexico,  has  not  stopped 
under  any  considerations  to  quote  that  war,  as  if  it  were  a  proof  that  the  Mexi- 
cans have  offended  everybody.  And  such  words  have  not  been  smothered  in 
the  throat  of  a  gentleman  before  giving  utterance  to  them!  and  he  goes  on,  and 
he  espouses  the  cause  of  slavery !  and  brings  to  his  aid  a  calummotis  and  din- 
honorable  message  of.  the  man  of  Ostend,  of  the  president  who  exculpates  to- 
day his  administration  by  the  papers,  because  to  him  is  attributed  the  war  that 
is  laying  waste  this  country !  If  we  feel  this  at  heart,  we  feel  it  the  more  on 
account  of  M.  Billault  himself. 

Touching  the  reproach  made  by  France  of  our  changes^  what  should  I  do, 
my  dear  sir  and  ifriend,  to  prevent  its  being  taken  as  recriminations,  the  simple 
annunciation  of  what  my  eyes  have  seen,  and  all  the  world  besides,  even  if  I 
abstain  of  censure  and  commentaries  ?  The  Mexicans  see  that  imperial  France, 
not  a  few  days  ago,  was  republican,  and  a  little  before  that  royal  by  just  means, 
and  a  little  before  that  royal  by  divine  right ;  it  comes  out  then  of  another  em- 

5 ire,  and  this  one  of  another  republic,  and  this  one  of  another  absolute  monarchy, 
'hese  changes  do  not  belong  to  ancient  history,  because  the  same  persons  have 
seen  in  the  waters  of  Vera  Cruz  the  French  nationality  sjrmbolized,  sometimes 
by  a  white  rag,  and  at  other  times  by  a  tri-color  flag;  the  ensigns  of  her  battal- 
ions headed  now  with  a  cock,  then  with  some  eagles,  and  the  throne's  mantle, 
not  long  ago  sown  with  the  lilly,  has  in  its  place  now  embroidered  some  bees. 
We  see  in  her  c()ins  a  respectable  effigy  substituted  in  the  place  of  an  exerque 
of  liberty  and  fraternity,  sjrmbolized  by  a  cap,  which  was  substituted  in  its 
turn  by  another  effigy,  that  had  taken  the  place  of  another,  which  was  sub- 
stituted by  another,  and  then  another  cap.  If  this  looks  like  invective,  we 
have  to  consider  that  we  are  defending  ourselves  from  the  appellation  of  versa- 
tility ;  and  that,  far  from  reproaching,  France,  we  recognize  in  these  changes  the 
proof  of  the  constant  efforts  she  makes  to  become  stable  and  definitive.  At  all 
events,  her  contemporaneous  history  is  composed  of  the  monarchical  constitu- 
tion of  '91 ;  of  the  republican,  that  founded  an  era ;  of  that  of  the  convention ; 
of  that  of  the  directory ;  of  that  of  the  consulate,  in  triumvirate  for  ten  years, 
and  for  life ;  of  that  of  the  first  empire ;  of  that  of  the  letter  octroye  by  the  resto- 
ration ;  of  that  of  the  hranche  cadette  of  1830;  of  that  of  the  republic  of  1848; 
of  that  of  the  second  empire  of  the  10th  of  December.  Two  republics,  three 
dynasties,  and  a  dozen  constitutions  in  61  years :  and  have  we  ended  here  ? 
The  prayer  which  we  make  that  it  should  be  so,  will  it  be  recognized  as  a  pro- 
phecy by  the  French  statesmen,  those  more  addicted  to  the  reigning  dynasty  I 
Bhe  calls  herself  a  representative  of  the  principles  of  '89,  and  this-^will  it  not 
get  her  into  trouble  with  other  governments  that  fight  against  these  principles, 
and  even  in  France  with  those  that  should  exact  from  ber  a  good  deal  in  con- 
formity or  in  the  development  of  those  principles  I  But  this  I  don't  mind,  because 
it  concerns  France  but  little  if  Mexico  changes  or  does  not  change ;  and  whereas, 
not  being  sure  of  her  own  stability,  she  tries  to  establish  for  her  neighbor's  a 
stable  government,  with  suspicious  qualification. 

With  a  subtlety  that  would  be  censured  in  a  school  of  logic,  they  say  that  in 
Mexico  there  have  been  forty  governments ;  but  neither  the  presidents  are  forms 
of  government,  not  even  counting  those  that  have  comprised  the  series  of  a  roll 
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under  the  same  fornit  and  the  substituted  or  entitled  ones  that  existed,  and  those 
provisional  ones  in  moments  of  transition,  reach  that  number,  nor  even  to  half  of  it. 
After  Ferdinand  the  seventh  and  the  Spannh  cortee  disregarded  the  generous  offer 
<^  the  Mexican  empire,  and  after  envy  and  a  horrible  vengeance  sacriiiced  the  only 
one  who  could  possess  it  b v  the  cordial  vote  of  a  grateful  people,  we  have  had  onljr 
one  form  of  government,  the  republican  one,  the  only  one  possible.  In  two  ways 
it  has  only  varied ;  in  the  central  and  the  federal.  The  constitution  of  '57  is 
no  more  than  the  restoration  of  the  primitive  one  of  '24,  with  Mme  improve-* 
raents  in  the  duties  of  citizens,  and  with  more  or  less  distribution  of  the  public 
power  in  the  attributes  of  the  legislative  bodies  and  functionary  of  the  executive. 
Our  coin  is  the  same  as  that  of  forty  years  ago.  Our  glorious  flag  is  the  same 
one  that  Iturbide  left  us,  that  will  immortalize  his  memory.  That  banner 
which  M.  Billault  called  the  banner  of  Juarez  is  the  one  of  Gomonfort,  of 
Santa  Anna,  as  well  of  the  central  republic  as  of  the  federal  one,  of  the  gov* 
emment  called  on  the  plan  of  Tacubaya,  as  of  all  the  Mexicans.  That  banner 
that  M.  Billault  does  not  deem  worthy  to  wave  side  by  side  with  the  French  one 
has  again  been  made  to  float  in  Vera  Cruz  by  the  hands  of  General  Forey ;  and 
I  hope  in  God  that  it  will  wave  for  many  centuries  by  the  hands  of  many 
Juarez,  notwithstanding  M.  Billault,  side  by  side  or  away  from  the  French  ban- 
ner ;  for  it  needed  not  its  shade  to  appear  side  by  side  with  those  of  all  sove* 
reign  nations. 

We  see  that  the  worthy  Emperor  of  to-day  was  the  president  of  yesterday^ 
the  same  one  who  before  yesterday  was  exiled,  and  on  account  of  whom  France 
was  threatening  Switzerland  with  war  if  she  would  not  deprive  him  of  her  asy-^ 
lum,  and  a  day  before  that  was  the  prisoner  of  Ham.  We  could  never  have 
believed,  by  any  other  means,  we  Mexicans,  that  the  exceptions  of  the  pro* 
gramme  of  Bordeaux  would  reach  us.  It  would  be  on  my  part  petulency  to 
pretend  to  re-examine  the  politics  carried  out  towards  the  wars  made  in  only 
half  the  duration  of  the  second  empire  about  that  made  to  my  country.  I  say 
and  maintain  that  it  has  been  made  without  any  right,  and  by  a  dubious  policy 
that  will  produce  only  disasters.  But  if  I  am  not  competent  to  solve  mysteries, 
they  will  not  deny  at  least  that  I  know  how  to  add.  When  France  was  a  re^^ 
public  it  was  said  that  the  empire  would  be  peace,  and  Ave  wars  had  taken  place. 
W  hat  I  see  is  that  those  wars  have  been  made,  some  in  favor  and  others  against, 
that  is  to  say,  that  at  last  they  themselves  have  done,  or  intended  to  have  done, 
in  Mexico,  what  they  would  not  want  to  continue  doing  in  Lombardy ;  and  so  truly 
that  not  wishing  there  the  domination  of  the  Austrian  they  give  to  Mexico  that 
same  Austrian  to  reign  over  them,  and  when  we  do  not  wish  it  from  such  hands, 
they  substitute  him. 

The  archduke  Maximilian  never  has  shown  more  that  he  is  a  prince  of  great 
capacity,  nor  merited  more  of  the  Mexicans,  than  when  he  renounced  the  gra- 
tuitous and  officious  offer  of  a  foreigner  to  go  to  oppress  them,  and  by  not  ap- 
preciating a  crown  that  they  had  not  given  him. 

It  has  been  a  misfortune  to  Mexico  that  never,  till  now,  has  she  been  well 
known  in  Europe ;  but  in  this  consists  the  responsibility  of  those  who  have 
carried  on  the  war  and  of  those  who  are  cruelly  bent  aeainst  her  without  know- 
ing her.  It  is  true  that  to  fom^  those  misguided  judgments  have  contributed 
ihe  informations  of  the  Mexicans,  some  of  whom  are  well  intentioned,  but  the 
responsibility  consists  in  the  fact  that  statesmen  in  France  have  been  misled  by 
what  those  persons  of  one  party  say,  without  hearing,  and  unwilling  to  hear, 
those  of  the  opposite  party — men  equally  learned,  and  of  irreproachable  conduct 
and  intentions,  out  whose  informations  would  be  based  on  public  facts,  on  official 
documents,  and  on  arguments  ad  haminem.  If  those  to  whom  they  have  listened 
only  merit  their  trust  and  good  opinion,  and  by  some  of  them,  we  do  not  doubt, 
well  merited,  they  should  see  in  them  that  the  quarrel  between  the  old  and  the 
new  law,  between  the  past  and  the  present,  between  what  is  seen  at  birth  and 
what  will  not  be  learned,  is  shown  by  the  Mexicans  who  are  in  Europe,  by  theoL 
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as  equally  well  as  by  those  who  are  in  Mexico,  as  weU,  and  in  die  same  way 
that  different  causes  will  divide  Frenchmen  equally  honorable  and  euuallj 
learned.  In  this  way  we  see  on  one  side  M.  BiUault,  on  the  other  M.  Favre; 
on  one  side  men  who  have  done  honor  to  France,  and  on  the  other  the  manj 
ones  who  do  honor  to  the  empire.  I  have  said  of  some  of  the  Mexicans  who 
are  in  Europe,  because  not  all  of  them  are  disinterested  in  what  they  inform* 
or  are  bent  one  way  to  follow  out  their  expectations  or  ideas ;  and  of  those  saga- 
cious French  statesmen  we  should  think  they  ought  to  distinguish  between 
opinions  and  interests,  even  of  those  only  whom  they  have  listened  to.  To  be- 
lieve that  in  Europe  and  in  Mexico  Uiose  of  the  opposite  party  are  people  of  little 
worth,  or  sordid  in  their  views,  is  to  wish  to  deceive  themselves,  besides  falling 
into  an  injustice.  I  am  not  going  to  give  you  the  statistics  or  the  history  of 
Mexico ;  it  suffices  me,  and  is  sufficient,  to  quote  several  of  the  functionaries 
with  whom  the  intervention  in  Mexico  have  had  dealings,  and  those  who  North 
America  and  Europe  know  personally,  because  they  had  dealings  with  them  a 
short  time  ago.  Yourself  have  observed  and  said,  with  your  impartiality  and 
reasonableness,  that  those  men  you  had  known  from  Mexico  were  as  learned  as 
those  from  Europe,  and  the  remark  would  be  perfectly  right  if  it  had  not  the 
only  exception  which  you  ought  to  have  made.  But,  most  assuredly,  of  those 
that  you  do  not  know  vou  can  ask,  even  the  men  of  the  intervention,  and  see 
by  the  conventions  and  treaties  which  they  have  made,  and  by  the  despatches 
to  their  own  government  of  the  ministers  of  Spain  and  England,  if  they  would 
be  out  of  place  in  any  cabinet  of  Europe  or  America,  a  D.  Manuel  Doblado,  a 
D.  Jesus  Teran,  D.  Josd  Gonzalez  Echeverria,  D.  Ezequiel  Montes,  D.  Sebastian 
Lerdo,  D.  Manuel  Zamacona,  D.  Francisco  Zarco,  D.  Ignacio  Gomonfort,  D.  J. 
M.  Lacunza,  D.  Fernando  Ramirez,  who  have  been  in  diplomatic  conferences 
with  the  European  delegates,  and  tho««e  who  were  with  the  North  American 
delegates  before  a  D.  Bernardo  Couto,  D.  Miguel  Atristain,  D.  Crispiniano  del 
Castillo,  D.  Luis  Guevas,  D.  Hilario  Elguero,  and  so  many  others.  Let  the 
generals  say  who  have  been  in  daily  epistolar  and  personal  relations  with  tbe 
Mexican  chiefs  in  their  front,  if,  at  the  same  time  that  they  prevented  their 
ingress,  they  have  found  more  civilization  and  chivalry  in  the  Crimea  or  in 
Italy  than  in  the  brave  and  gallant  Uraga,  in  the  faithful  and  well-tried,  brave 
Negrete,  in  the  modest  and  high-spirited  Zaragoza,  in  the  winner  of  the  principal 
captains  of  the  reaction,  the  popular  Gonzalez  Grtega,  and  so  many  names 
worthy  of  the  chivalric  days.  Which  of  these  names  is  stained  with  a  shameful 
act  that  would  stain  the  brightness  of  his  glory  ? 

Writing  this  letter,  the  mail  from  Europe  arrives,  and  I  see  in  the  papers, 
always  spirited,  always  throwing  incendiary  torches,  hate,  and  calumnies, 
that  the  Constitutionnel,  of  Paris,  speaks  of  the  accumulation  of  crimes  in 
the  government  of  Mexico.  If  that  government  had  crimes,  would  they  have 
stayed  in  her,  or  would  any  of  them  have  served  her  ?  Terrorist,  sanguinaiy, 
and  robber,  is  called  a  D.  Jesus  Teran,  a  D.  Joaquin  Ruiz,  a  D.  Manuel 
Ruiz,  a  D.  Higenio  Nunez,  (the  incorruptible  glosser  of  the  Spanish  credit,) 
a  D.  Miguel  Blanco,  and  so  many  others,  types  of  honesty  and  gentlemanliness, 
welcomed,  on  that  account,  with  respect  and  honor  in  the  society  of  the 
conservative  party;  a  D.  Josd  Gonzalez  Echeverria,  the  liberal  governor  of 
Zacatecas,  who  gave  his  salary  to  beneficent  objects — ^uncle  to  the  Mexican 
lady  so  well  esteemed  in  Mexico,  the  marchioness  of  Los  Castillejos,  brother  to 
the  respectable  and  courteous  Mme.  Aguero,  who  sits  to  table  with  the  Emperor. 
These  are  the  accomplices  to  those  crimes,  and  this  is  said  in  the  newspapers. 
You  must  bear  in  mind,  my  friend  and  dear  sir,  to  the  honor  of  Mexico,  none 
of  the  principal  authors  of  the  reform,  D.  Miguel  Lerdo,  D.  Melchor  Ocampo, 
without  mentioning  those  that  are  now  alive,  appropriated  himself  neither  a 
single  house  nor  an  estate  of  the  properties  taken  by  the  government,  and,  be- 
sides, their  opinions  have  had  all  the  abnegation  of  fanaticism. 

ToachiDg  Seiior  Juarez,  I  see  him  so  assailed  by  Europe  that  it  would  be  a 
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mean  act  in  me  not  to  call  notice  to  it ;  besides  that,  in  none  does  it  look  so  bad 
to  calumniate  him  as  in  those  papers  of  the  French  government.  If  this  gov- 
ernment had  not  supported  her  passionate  minister  in  his  project  of  a  war  with 
Mexico,  whether  right  or  not ;  if  he  had  not  at  first  broken  the  treaties  and  good 
relations  which  existed  between  both  countries  and  both  governments,  I  should 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  showing  you,  although  you  were  not  a  minister,  the 
intentions  of  Sefior  Juarez  towards  the  Emperor,  the  reasons  why  they  chose 
me  to  send  a  new  minister  to  his  Majesty,  the  instructions  contained  in  my  cre- 
dentials and  despatches,  which  were  not  in  the  style  used  by  the  diplomatic 
formulary,  but  a  special  one,  according  to  the  points  agreed  upon  between  the 
President  Juarez  and  his  minister  of  relations,  Sefior  Doblado. 

Touching  his  learning  and  capacity,  I  will  only  tell  you  that,  wishing  to 
provide  myself  against  any  cases  that  should  present  themselves,  so  as  not  to 
find  myself  without  instructiohs  in  any  event,  and  such  an  enormous  distance, 
I  presented  to  the  government  a  list  of  Questions  and  hypotheses,  so  that  I 
should  know,  before  leaving,  what  I  should  do ;  that  this  paper  that  was  com- 
posed of  many  leaves,  Senor  Juarez  took  itiand  wrote  himself,  in  his  own  hand, 
the  instructions  with  so  much  foresight  and  so  well  detailed,  as  well  as  impar- 
tiality, to  judge  of  the  interior  affairs ;  that,  besides,  he  had  several  secret  ses- 
sions with  me,  of  many  hours'  duration,  to  tell  me  verbally  what  he  would  not 
have  put  in  writing,  and  all  besides,  with  all  the  dignity  that  appertained  to  the 
one  wno  is  in  charge  to  keep  that  of  a  nation,  much  more  his  own. 

As  one  is  ashamed  to  do  evil  to  one  who  does  good,  the  Constitutionnel  has  to 
add  now  the  noble  excuse  that  Don  Benito  Juarez  did  that  in  fear.  The  re- 
voking of  my  assignment  to  Paris,  the  victories  of  Acultzingo  and  of  Puebla, 
and  the  noble  resolution  that  he  now  maintains,  resolved  to  fight  while  he 
breathes,  is  the  answer.  The  troops  that  are  marching  from  the  most  distant 
points  of  the  republic,  they  reach  the  capital  and  pass  through  it  to  go  to  meet 
invaders,  to  maintain  that  answer. 

Do  you  know  another  of  the  acts  of  this  Senor  Juarez,  that  it  is  wished  to  paint 
as  perverse,  who  is  accumulating  crimes,  or  better  still,  upon  whom,  without 
going  fisur,  there  are  accumulating  calumnies  ?  He  gave  the  order  to  return  to 
the  French  prisoners  the  decorations  which  our  soldiers  had  plucked  from  their 
breasts  in  the  fight  of  Puebla,  and  only  he  remained  with  to  prove  the  truth, 
and  as  a  monument  of  history  to  those  of  the  dead  in  the  fight  or  those  in  the 
hospitals. 

All  this  you  will  think  incredible.  I  think  that  I  hear  you  tell  yourself: 
How  this  man  can  dare  to  write  me,  in  public,  such  absolute  proposition — this 
man  that  I  always  had  thought  truthful  and  well-behaved  in  his  acts,  to  whom 
I  have  manifested  my  regard,  to  whom  honor  has  been  rendered,  and,  besides, 
showed  benevolence  in  the  court  when  together  in  our  private  talk  we  have 
admired,  and  we  have  had  so  many  times  the  occasion  to  admire,  the  high  views, 
the  superiority  of  intelligence,  and  the  just  intentions  of  the  Emperor.  I  don't 
believe  it ;  it  seems  to  me  impossible  that  he  has  any  deliberate  hostile  inten- 
tions against  Mexico ;  that  he  would  wish  to  do  evil  for  the  sake  of  doing  evil ; 
to  me  also,  Mr.  Minister,  who  has  had  the  honor  of  speaking  to  his  Majesty 
more  than  once ;  of  approving,  with  respect  to  Mexico,  the  exactness  of  the 
observations  which  we  made  of  those  qualities,  and  you  know  that  he  offered 
his  mediation,  in  conjunction  with  England,  in  the  difference  between  Spain  and 
Mexico,  and  you  know  with  what  reason. 

I  will  inform  you  of  my  opinions  with  regard  to  the  matter.  These  complaints 
of  Spain  coincided  with  the  triumph  of  the  constitutional  government  in  Mexico ; 
with  the  repudiation  of  the  Mon- Almonte  treaty,  and  the  separation  of  the  latter 
from  the  legation ;  with  the  Italian  questions ;  with  the  halt  before  the  quadri- 
lateral and  the  change  in  the  policy  which  had  assisted  in  the  liberation  of  Lom-» 
bardy  and  faltered  in  that  of  Venice ;  the  stifling  in  its  infancy  of  the  project 
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for  the  confederation  of  the  various  Italian  nationalities,  with  the  Holy  Father 
at  its  head,  which  was  refused  to  be  accepted,  commencing  with  hia  Hohsefls 
himself;  the  fruitlessness  of  the  peace  of  Villafranca;  the  sentiments  of  resent- 
ment in  which  both  Austria  and  Hedmont  remained  towards  France,  the  fbrmer 
for  what  it  had  lost,  the  latter  for  what  it  had  failed  to  obtain.  These,  and  other 
concurrent  circumstances,  did  not  £bu1  to  be  turned  to  account  by  some  Mexicans, 
under  the  guidance  of  visionarj  views,  personal  ambition,  and  the  tbirat  of  re- 
venge. Thej  resorted  to  Madrid  and  to  Vienna ;  they  represented  Mexico  as 
in  the  most  deplorable  condition,  with  a  civil  war  impossible  to  be  terminated, 
and  devouring  the  very  vitals  of  the  country;  they  asserted  that  ndther  one  of 
the  two  parties  which  maintained  it  was  or  would  be  for  a  long  time  sufficiently 
powerful  to  subject  the  other;  yet  that  the  one  party  was  that  of  common  sense, 
of  order,  of  religion,  of  the  traditions  of  a  stable  government  and  the  moral  ideas 
of  our  fathers ;  that  the  other  was  the  party  of  impious  men,  of  the  robbers  of 
the  church,  of  disorganization  and  the  mob ;  that  consequently  it  was  neoessaxy 
to  give  a  helping  hand  to  the  former  and  to  destroy  the  Tatter;  that  ample  proof 
bad  been  afforded  of  the  insufficiency  of  republican  institutions  and  the  incapacity 
of  all  the  constituent  members  of  all  the  administrations — in  a  word,  of  all  this 
Mexicans  (except  the  informants)  for  self-government;  that  it  was  necessary 
that  that  country  should  have  a  strong  and  stable  government,  and  there  was 
none  more  so  than  monarchy ;  that  they  (the  informants)  enjoyed  great  prestige 
in  the  country ;  that  on  all  sides,  and  finom  all  classes,  they  received  pressing 
solicitations  to  seek  a  savior  in  Europe ;  that  they  (the  informants)  had  but  to 
present  themselves  on  the  threshold  of  the  country  to  have  all  its  inhabitants 
come  with  palm  branches  to  salute  them  and  to  bless  them  as  their  liberatois, 
and  they  would  use  their  prestige  to  assist  in  the  preparation  and  realization  of 
the  undertaking  and  in  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  throne,  charging 
themselves  provisionally  with  tne  command,  under  the  title  of  supreme  chi^  <n 
the  nation,  not  of  president,  because  that  was  a  republican  affair,  and  the  republic 
was  the  very  thing  they  were  going  to  destroy,  in  order  to  be  afterwards  constable 
or  grand  elector,  and,  according  to  their  antecedents  and  then:  capacity  or  voca- 
tion, the  rest  would  form,  with  new  titles  of  nobility  and  the  re-establishment  of 
the  old  oni's,  the  splendor  of  the  court  and  the  majesty  of  the  throne,  &c.,  &e. 
All  this,  largely  unfolded,  amplified,  presented  as  very  easy  of  accomplishment, 
or  better  still,  as  desirable,  met  with  a  favorable  disposition,  because  the  Emperor 
was  in  reality  well  disposed  to  protect  Mexico  against  new  usurpations  on  the 
part  of  our  ambitious  neighbor,  without  any  interest  of  his  own ;  but  the  oligarchs 
saw  in  it,  moreover,  the  first  step  of  an  evU  example  rapidly  spreading,  imd  an 
occasion  opportunely  offered  for  the  solution  of  other  questions.  As  &e  enun- 
ciation of  the  idea  would  lead  to  a  contest  among  different  candidates,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  obviate  this  embarrassment,  but  inserting  in  a  treaty  of  coalition 
the  clause  that  none  of  the  allies  should  strive  to  obtain  the  position  for  their 
own  reigning  families,  no  room  was  left  for  the  indulgence  of  any  hope  by  Spain, 
which  would  have  the  best  right  to  speak  in  the  matter,  and  an  occasion  was  offered, 
unexpected,  to  remove  other  embarrassments  which  pressed  more  on  the  side  of 
the  house  of  Austria.  The  greatest  embarrassment  in  the  way  of  the  execution 
of  the  project  was,  necessarily,  whatever  government  existed  in  Mexico,  so  that 
therefore  it  was  requisite  to  commence  by  subverting  it.  It  happened  to  be  that 
of  Seiior  Juarez.  All  that  haa  been  said  of  him  has  been  said  because  he  occupied 
the  government.  The  same  would  have  been  said  of  any  one  else,  no  matter 
how  upright  he  might  be.  He  would  be  only  a  monster,  guilty  of  repeated 
crimes,  whom  it  would  be  necessary  to  remove  out  of  the  wav.  Thus  it  was, 
that,  although  he  had  been  officially  and  solenmly  recognized,  though  he  had 
been  urged  to  finish  with  his  enemies — ^being  ofiered  for  that  purpose  the  support 
of  France — though  they  returned  to  recognize  him  in  a  diplomatic  military  con- 
vention, all  was  disowned*  and  it  was  thought  undesbrable  even  to  enter  into  any 
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ocmference  with  him  and  tell  ktm  Lis  fault,  in  order  not  to  ran  the  risk  of  his 
yidding  assent  to  all  demands  and  disarming  liiose  who  sought  only  to  over- 
throw him.  All  that  has  hi^pened  in  the  execution  of  the  work  since  the  arriral 
of  the  allied  forces  on  the  shores  of  the  repoblic,  and  after  that  event  70a  already 
know.  When  that  coalition  was  dissolved,  and  the  allies  separated,  because  they 
did  not  wish  to  assist  in  patroniadng  the  precursor  of  the  monarch,  and  because 
they  had  to  complain  of  no  new  injury  or  injuries  that  had  been  done  by  the 
government  of  Mexico,  and  did  not  share  in  the  motive  which  prevented  the 
aoeompHshment  of  the  treaty,  the  French  commissioner  undertook  the  enterprise 
on  his  own  account.  Not  one  being  found  in  the  whole  republic  who  sought  to 
salute  the  supreme  chief,  he  placed  himself  on  the  side  of  the  party  for  the  de- 
Btmction  of  which  he  had  before  incited  Sefior  Juarez.  He  wished  to  go  forward. 
to  try  with  ^  combined  forces  what  he  had  been  unable  to  effect  by  the  accla- 
mation for  which  he  had  hoped.  He  attacked  Puebla  vigorously  and  repeatedly. 
He  fJEuled,  with  ail  the  valor  and  skill  of  his  soldiers,  to  take  a  position  which 
was  not  a  Sebastopol.  You  can  easily  imagine  what  parapets  could  have  been 
erected  in  the  space  of  one  night  by  some  poor  soldiers,  broken  down  by  fatigue, 
anriving  that  night  and  having  to  fight  on  the  following  day.  The  armed  interven- 
tion turned  back  from  the  gates  of  the  first  city  which  it  met  on  its  route,  and  retired 
thirty  leagues  to  fortify  itself  in  the  position  which  it  had  previously  occupied 
through  hospitality  and  in  consequence  of  a  deception.  Now  the  whole  course  of 
poli^is  changed ;  the  means  have  been  varied.  There  is  no  longer  any  question 
of  a  King  Maximilian,  nor  of  a  supreme  chief,  his  precursor,  because  it  has  been 
seen  that  nothing  is  less  desirable  than  this  in  the  nation.  Tliere  has  been  a  crael 
undeceiving.  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  has  seen  that  he  has  been  completely 
deceived ;  that  his  honorable  name  has  been  trifled  with ;  that  his  kindly  dispo- 
sitions towards  Mexico,  and  his  desire  to  do  that  country  a  favor,  have  been 
abused  by  some  Mexicans,  of  whom  there  are  three  classes^— the  first,  upright  in 
their  ideas,  but  deceived  themselves ;  the  second  instigated  by  feelings  of  revenge; 
the  third  dreaming  of  the  honors  of  a  court — ^men  to  whom  his  Majesty  would 
intrust  no  important  function  in  his  household,  or  in  any  of  the  branches  of  his 
administration ;  and  thus,  as  he  has  justly  withdrawn  his  countenance  and  pro- 
tection from  Almonte,  he  ought  to  be  indignant  with  all  the  others  for  the  part 
which  they  have  made  him  play.  He  should  now  be  convinced  of  what  he  was 
more  sincerely  assured  by  us  who  informed  him  to  the  contrary-— by  us  who  to}d 
him  the  truth.  But  now  there  is  no  question  of  injuries  suffered  by  France  for 
five  and  twenty  years ;  now  there  is  no  question  of  an  immense  debt  already 
,paid  and  the  means  of  payment  then  seized  by  force.  Now  the  question  is  to 
repair  military  honor.  Our  crime  is  to  have  acted  in  self-defence,  and  as  we  are 
to  continue  committing  this  crime,  our  injuries  to  France  will  increase  in  mmiber 
and  in  degree  every  day. 

Now  the  responsibility  is  upon  France  itself  for  having  compromised  itself 
in  a  distant,  expensive,  unjust,  and  useless  war;  and  as  the  policy  pursued  in  it 
has  been  erroneous,  and  &e  diplomacy  dishonorable,  and  the  military  under- 
takings disgraceful,  the  l^islative  body  must  be  asked  to  consider  this  war  as 
patriotic  Jbr  the  lave  of  Ood. 

But  as  a  thing  cannot  be  virtuous  and  vicious  at  the  same  time,  if  we  have 
done  wrong  in  defending  ourselves,  then  France,  far  from  being  heroic,  has 
be^i  crimimd  in  repelling  three  European  coalitions  against  her,  which  likewise 
proceeded  for  her  good,  to  save  her  from  the  reign  of  terror  and  from  those 
who  sold  her  territory,  or  to  deliver  her  from  military  despotism.  What  would 
she  say  if  we  did  not  defend  ourselves?  What  would  she  say  of  Senor  Juarez 
if,  with  hat  in  hand,  he  went  to  entreat  her  not  to  direct  her  great  cannons 
against  us:  if,  while  legions  were  sent  to  carry  death  and  desolation,  he  should 
send  legations  and  ministers  of  peace  1    No :  we  prefer  her  hatred  to  her  contempt. 

Now,  what  is  understood  by  militaiy  honor!    To  go  to  Mexico  to  prove 
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what  no  one  baa  disputed  with  France,  her  glory  and  the  valor  of  her  soldiers  t 
No  one  knows  this  with  its  own  better  than  Mexico,  and  this  is  its  glory:  to 
have  made  head  against  and  conquered  the  conquerors  of  other  nations,  who 
indeed  charged  upon  them  three  or  four  times ;  on  the  first  occasion  with  tbe 
ereatest  boldness,  and  on  the  others  with  increasing  rage  and  desperation  at 
having  been  repulsed.  What  is  understood  by  repairing  military  honor  1  And 
will  the  blood  that  may  be  shed  in  a  hundred  battles — ^will  the  triumph  or 
triumphs  that  they  may  be  able  to  obtain  amidst  the  chances  of  a  protracted 
war — will  they  give,  perhaps,  the  justice  to  a  struggle  which  it  has  not,  or  will 
they  be  able  to  blot  out  the  records  of  history  ?  I  say  records,  because  I  do 
refer  not  only  to  Puebla;  the  Mexicans  are  accustomed  to  defeat  Frenchmen. 
On  the  5th  of  December,  1838,  they  were  repulsed  at  Vera  Czuz,  where  they 
landed,  boldly  as  ever,  but  which  they  could  not  take  after  a  battle  of  eight 
hours.  It  was  there  that  Greneral  Santa  Anna  was  wounded  by  the  grapeshot 
of  a  cannon  taken  by  the  Mexicans  from  the  French,  who  were  obliged  to 
re-embark.  The  taking  of  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  UMa  was  owing  to  a 
tactic  similar  to  that  of  the  treaties  of  "La  Soledad,"  and  to  the  candor  of  the 
existing  government,  that  had  given  orders  of  not  preventing  the  ships 
from  putting  springs  on  their  cables,  observing  the  useless  formality  of  not 
firing  the  first  gun.  The  flags  that  are  shown  at  the  museum  of  Versailles 
were  not  taken  in  battle  as  the  decorations  of  Magenta  and  Solferino  that  have 
lately  been  taken  by  the  Mexicans,  but  they  were  found  in  the  stores  of  the 
fort.  But  c^e»t  ainn  que  Von  ecrit  Vhistorie,  says  Voltaire.  In  July  of  1854 
a  Regiment  of  French  soldiers,  in  the  service  and  pay  of  the  republic,  revolted 
at  Guaymas,  (a  second  demonstration  of  the  French  against  Sonora,)  was  met 
and  subdued  by  a  less  number  of  Mexicans  under  the  command  of  the  bravest 
of  the  brave,  of  the  most  honest  soldier  of  the  people.  General  Yanez.  It  is 
not  I  alone  who  says  this.  The  French  prisoners  have  said  in  a  memorial  to 
that  genera],  giving  him  thanks  for  his  humanity  in  not  shooting  but  those 
who  had  seduced  them.  He  sent  all  the  others  to  the  government,  and  General 
Santa  Anna  did  not  punish  them,  nor  obliged  them  to  work  at  the  public  works, 
nor  retained  them  in  prison,  but  gave  them  up  to  Emperor  Napoleon,  to  do 
with  them  as  he  thought  fit,  in  proof  of  his  wishes  to  preserve  the  best  friend- 
ship between  both  countries.  You  must  remember  this,  because  it  was  an  afiBur 
that  gave  us  something  to  do  several  times ;  and,  besides,  you,  in  your  zeal  for  the 
good  service  to  the  Emperor,  and  your  attachment  to  the  person  of  his  Majesty, 
reminded  me  of  this  event  some  time  afterwards  whilst  speaking  of  another 
testimony  of  high  regard  from  Mexico  towards  the  Emperor  Louis  NapoleoD. 
Such  have  been  the  actions  of  the  Mexicans  towards  the  French  government. 
M.  Billault  did  not  cit«  this  in  his  repoirt  to  the  Chamber,  but  this  was  the 
only  thing  he  could  have  related  with  truth,  for  such  are  the  grievances  which 
France  is  tired  of  receiving  after  25  years  at  the  hands  of  Mexico. 

And  this  is  the  whole  question  to-day,  Mr.  Minister.  Some  of  the  facts 
which  I  have  related  in  this  letter  you  can  yourself  certify ;  the  rest  you  will 
find  in  the  reports  of  the  ministers  to  their  governments  and  in  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  governments  themselves.  That  part  which  you  may  be  unable 
to  prove  from  these  sources  or  from  your  own  acts  during  the  long  years  which, 
in  the  republic  or  the  empire,  the  department  of  foreign  relations  was  under  your 
direction,  I  do  not  wish  you  to  believe  on  my  word ;  but  on  the  whole  question, 
taking  it  from  its  origin  and  through  all  its  vicissitudes  till  its  present  state^  I 
appeal  to  your  correct  judgment,  of  you  whose  name  is  European,  who  have  taken 
part  in  the  great  continental  questions,  and  of  which  this  is  a  proof,  having  been 
appointed  again  to  the  ministry,  to  free  me  from  the  appellation  of  flattery,  although 
the  case  in  which  we  find  ourselves  would  be  de  placet;  you  who  do  not  aspire  to 
office,  because  you  have  been  all  what  you  could  hope  to  be,  but  Emperor,  and  all 
you  have  disdained ;  who  have  no  fortune  to  make,  and  who  are  above  all  trifling 
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^lasflions  and  all  interests ;  tell  me,  when  yon  had  no  interest  but  to  take  care  of 
your  fruits  or  your  flowers,  and  of  acclimatizing  foreign  fruits  in  your  country, 
have  you  not  thought  not  even  once  of  this  question  as  a  friend  of  the  Mexi- 
cans! But,  above  all,  as  a  good  Frenchman,  nave  you  not  taken  notice  of  the 
nnpopularity  of  the  war  with  Mexico?  ITiat  there  is  not  in  all  Europe  a  coun- 
try which  has  not  shown  its  sympathy  for  them,  and  if  there  are  not  express 
protests  in  Hamburg,  Bremen,  and  other  parts  of  Germany  ?  That  there  is  not 
one  of  those  who  have  taken  a  hand  in  it  who  had  not  some  personal  interest  in 
it,  and  that  in  one  part  the  holders  of  Mexican  bonds  in  Manchester  are  the 
most  conspicuous,  because  they  hope  that  the  bonus  will  rise  in  the  Bourse  if 
there  is  a  monarchy  in  Mexico,  and  that  to  the  merchants  peace  concerns  them 
as  much  as  would  that  of  Varsovia ;  and,  on  the  other  part,  the  several  favorites 
of  the  many  princes  without  thrones  that  sprung  from  everywhere  as  candidates ! 
That  votes  are  not  made  for  its  success ;  on  the  contrary,  the  press  of  Europe 
and  America  condemn  it  at  once,  and  describe  maliciously  the  celebrations  and 
ovations  in  honor  of  the  Mexican  patriots  and  the  toast  to  its  glory,  and  to 
the  triumph  of  a  great  nation  in  America  scandalously  invaded.  Did  it  not 
come  to  your  notice,  the  reception,  full  of  admiration  and  enthusiasm,  that  was 
given  to  Greneral  Prim  in  these  United  States,  and  that  all  nationalities  strived 
to  have  the  honor  to  be  the  first  to  feast  him,  and  this  honor  Spain  and  all  the 
Spanish  republics  treating  him,  as  he  is  in  reality,  the  most  consummate  politi- 
cian of  the  age,  the  connecting  link  between  them,  and  the  precursor  of  the 
ftiture  greatness  and  infallible  power  of  them  all.  Yes,  that  iUustrious  man  is 
not  the  grandee  of  Spain;  he  is  the  great  man  of  the  world  and  of  many 
centuries.  In  the  senate,  as  an  independent  arguist  and  as  strong  in  his  de- 
fence as  you,  he  defended  and  he  argued  against  all  others  the  cause  of  Mexico ; 
but  as  he  is  fond  of  loyalty  and  right  of  the  first  degree,  he  said  that  those  were 
his  convictions,  but  tnat  he  was  a  soldier,  and  if  his  Queen  would  command 
him,  he  would  obey  her  orders.  He  went  and  saw  with  his  own  eyes ;  he  dealt 
with  Mexicans  worthy  to  deal  with  him,  confirmed  his  convictions,  and  he  felt 
ashamed  that  another,  only  a  soldier,  had  preceded  him,  invoking  the  memory 
of  Herman  Gortez,  but  without  burning  his  ships  as  the  other  did,  but  treating 
the  Mexicans  as  the  planters  of  I'ierra  del  Fuego  do  their  day  laborers^,  he  found 
out  the  truth ;  he  entered  the  arena  of  the  truly  great  men,  that  of  reason,  and 
in  this  he  could  not  be  inconsequential  with  himself.  And  this  is  the  man  who 
has  twenty-six  scars  in  his  body,  and  who  has  the  most  in  all  Spain.  The 
second  instance  of  Leon,  who  entered  a  fortress  by  a  breach ;  the  one  who  had 
just  taken  the  castellejos  of  Morocco,  at  the  head  of  his  column,  and  decided  by 
that  a  battle;  he  had  no  necessity,  as  a  soldier,  to  prove  his  courage  by  coming 
to  Mexico,  and,  as  a  good  Spaniard,  he  did  not  wish  to  break  his  given. word, 
nor  lend  the  arms  of  her  Queen  and  the  flag  of  his  country  for  an  ulterior  object 
or  for  secondary  affairs,  that  broke  the  coalition  in  London  an4  that  were  not  in- 
cluded in  his  instructions.  Who  would  have  thought  that,  after  the  letter  which 
he  sent  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  that  his  Majesty  would,  after  being  unde- 
ceived, have  renounced  the  enterprise.  If  he  would  have  done  him  the  honor 
of  calling  him  back,  in  a  conference  would  have  depended,  I  am  sure,  the  salva- 
tion of  his  high  name  and  prestige  in  the  world  from  this  blunder  which  he  has 
been  obliged  to  make;  but  with  his  Majesty,  his  advisers  did  the  same  as  with 
the  corps  legislative,  to  close  his  ears  to  all  but  a  mistaken  patriotism. 

I  have  asked  for  your  good  judgment  on  the  whole  of  this  question,  because 
the  one  who  gave  a  motive  to  it  was  Spain,  by  what  she  has  considered  as  an  in- 
fraction of  the  treaty  of  1863,  now  began  again  by  the  expulsion  of  her  ambas- 
sador and  the  approval  of  the  Mon- Almonte  treaty.  In  both  pretensions  she 
was  unjust.  About  the  first  we  have  only  to  see  that  she  has  done  us  justice 
in  her  debates  in  the  senate,  which  I  will  not  repeat  now.    About  the  second 
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yon  would  not  have  expected  that  a  govemment  should  ratify  what  another 
did,  which  had  not  its  powers,  nor  that  it  should  recognize  or  amend  what  the 
80-called  govemment  in  Mexico  had  done>  which  will  never  be  acknowledged  as  t 
successive  one  without  conspiring  against  ourselves,  and  which  had  not  even  the 
appearance  of  a  govemment  to  foreign  nations,  but  that  one  which  the  ambas- 
dor  only  would  have  given  it.  The  nature  of  the  treaty  would  have  shocked 
also  the  approbation  of  any  respectable  nation.  Do  yon  want  me  to  expose  it! 
In  it  they  have  not  agreed  to  anything,  but  that  Mexico  should  punish  her 
criminals;  that  she  should  pay  what  she  does  not  owe;  that  she  should  remu- 
nerate a  Spaniard  because  robbers  killed  his  brother;  that  this  example  should 
not  be  an  example ;  and  that  this  precedent  should  not  be  a  preced^it.  Can 
any  of  these  things  be  matter  for  a  treaty  ?  All  nations  observe  their  laws,  not 
on  account  of  having  treaties  with  others,  but  because  these  are  their  laws.  To 
compel  thus  a  nation  to  sign,  can  have  no  other  object  but  to  humble  it,  and  with 
respect  to  Mexico  the  more  so,  as  it  had  no  motive  for  it.  Se&or  Comonfort  did 
what  it  was  in  his  power  to  do,  and  much  more  of  what  another  govemmeut 
would  have  done — he  arrested  the  culprits ;  they  were  tried  and  executed  in  tlie 
times  of  General  Zueoaga.  All  administrations,  of  different  political  ideaa,  hare 
proven  that  Mexico  observes  her  laws  without  treaties.  The  other  part  does 
not  deserve  argumentation  again ;  it  is  in  one  respect  absurd,  and  in  another,  a 

Erotection  to  robbery.  All  of  it  was  discussed  in  Uiose  pamphlets  which  I  wrote 
rom  Paris,  and  which  you  will  remember.  They  deserved  the  approbation  of 
D.  Juan  N.  Almonte,  that,  from  London,  sent  for  more  copies ;  and  the  most 
Strange  is,  that  he  would  afterwards  have  signed  to  everything  opposite  of  what 
was  there  defended  ;  and  that  there  would  have  been  left,  more  for  the  justice 
of  the  republic,  a  whole  Spanish  cabinet,  one  Spanish  senate,  and  three  Spanish 
plenipotentiaries  in  Mexico.  Thus  if,  on  account  of  the  noble  behavior  of  Gen- 
eral Prim,  all  the  rage  against  Spain  was  changed  into  enthusiasm  and  friend- 
ship for  her,  so  much  so,  that  if  the  Count  de  Reus  should  have  remained  a  daj 
more  in  the  country  all  would  have  been  settled  and  arransed,  but  of  approving 
the  treaty,  and  with  that  name  never  would  the  republic  have  done  it,  nor  will 
it  ever  do  it,  because  then,  at  one  blow,  it  would  destroy  more  than  twelve  years* 
efforts  in  defence  of  her  rights  and  dignity,  and  to  make  it  appear  that  it  was 
only  a  fancy  in  disregard  of  Spain;  but  this  has  never  been  her  wish.  While 
Spain  does  not  answer  a  certain  note  of  the  govemment  of  Sefior  Santa  Anna 
of  the  24th  of  March,  1854,  she  cannot,  without  lowering  herself,  take  pains  to 
revile  her  friend  and  sister,  the  Mexican  republic. 

There  is,  in  what  is  called  the  policy  of  governments,  some  things  which 
would  not  be  understood  if  they  had  not  other  designs  hidden  under  the  pretext 
of  their  enterprises.  If  the  Spanish  govemment  has  such  a  desire  to  protect 
two  or  three  persons,  although  they  may  not  be  Spaniards,  that  it  undertakes  a 
distant  war  to  collect  money  for  them,  why  does  sue  not  present  them  with  the 
money  of  which  they  stand  in  need  ?  That  would  be  cheaper  to  her  than  the 
fitting  out  alone  of  an  expedition.  And  to-day,  except  to  those  individuals  that 
had  their  own  way,  after  having  kindled  war  amonff  so  many,  and  save  the 
recognising  of  their  false  titles,  in  respect  to  money  and  satisfacticm,  Mexico  will 
nve  to  Spain  as  much  as  she  wants,  for  she  appreciates  more  her  friendship  and 
her  union  in  the  future  fate  of  both  nations.  To  have  at  last  approved  such  a 
treaty  as  the  Mon- Almonte,  so  called,  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  intervention 
of  England  and  France,  You  know,  although  you  were  not  then  in  the  ministry, 
that  tine  £mperor  did  not  promise  and  offer  to  bring  all  orders  to  bear  against 
Mexico.  You  can  see  how  far  Don  Juan  Almonte  operated  on  the  wishes  and 
dispositions  of  his  Majesty,  that,  had  there  not  been  any  intervention,  it  was 
pretended  that  the  treaty  should  carry  the  signatures  of  the  ministers  of  the 
powers  that  had  proposed  it. 

Has  it  not  come  to  your  notice,  as  a  civilian,  that  even  in  France  the  expedi- 
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tion  of  Mexico  has  not  been  very  popular ;  that,  when  truth  haa  dared  to  come 
out^  and  opposition  to  it  has  been  made  in  the  corps  legielatif,  and  hy  that  part 
of  the  press  that  is  not  bribed,  and  that  there  are  only  those  papers,  the  organs 
of  the  government,  who  take  pains  to  make  it  popular,  letting  out  against  that 
republic  a  borrowed  ire,  and  having  as  a  reference  the  clear  and  frank  explana- 
tions of  M.  Billault,  as  it  is  said  by  La  Patrie  and  Le  Gonstitutionnel  %  And  do 
you  not  observe  that  none  of  them  have  tried  to  bring  out  the  manifestoes  of  the 
Mexican  congress  and  President  Juarez,  because,  even  in  that  way,  they  want 
the  public  to  have  no  knowledge  of  them,  for  they  are  a  model  of  moderation 
and  of  irresistible  arguments?  Have  you  heard  about  any  of  the  many  pub- 
lications which  have  been  made,  by  pamphlets,  by  foreigners  in  defence  of  the 
republic,  and  with  the  object  of  making  her  better  known  in  Europe  ?  I  think 
not ;  because  you  have  not  advised  me  of  having  received  those  that  I  sent  you. 
As  soon  as  the  speech  of  M.  Billault  was  known  in  the  republic,  thirty  refutations 
appeared  from  everywhere,  correcting  the  false  points,  rectifying  the  adulterated 
facts  which  were  uttered,  applying  to  all  foreigners,  especially  to  Frenchmen,  to 
tell  to  which  of  them  they  had  any  knowledge— -have  you  heard  of  any  of  these 
refritations  ?  I  suppose  not.  Why,  if  there  are  facts  and  documents  in.  refuta- 
tion of  those  defences,  they  prefer  to  ignore  them,  and  so  they  forget  a  triumph 
much  more  glorious  than  that  of  military  glories,  as  is  that  of  reason.  Why  the 
French  plenipotentiary  minister,  and  the  chief  of  the  expedition,  that  proclaimed 
everywhere  that  wherever  the  French  flag  goes  it  carries  with  it  civilization  and 
liberty,  do  they  stop  the  mail ;  and  why  is  it  that,  since  they  are  there,  we  have 
not  had  here,  nor  in  Europe,  any  periodicals  from  Mexico,  and  in  France  there 
is  no  news  from  the  interior  but  that  which  they  send,  full  of  false  rumors  and 
^Eicts  totally  untrue?  But  here  I  and  other  Mexicans  are  out  of  the  boundaries 
which  they  occupy  in  our  country,  and  we  will  make  the  truth  known,  if  not 
in  France,  at  least  in  all  the  rest  of  Europe.  But  if  these  accumulations  of  cir- 
cumstances have  not  failed  to  give  way  to  doubt  and  to  the  presumptions  of  a 
civilian  without  any  dates  but  those  of  publicity,  how  great  must  have  been 
your  astonishment  at  the  vacancy  which  you  will  find,  in  your  capacity  as 
minister,  of  the  necessary  documents  in  such  a  grave  question  ?  Your  sorrow 
will  have  equalled  your  astonishment  at  the  way  in  which  it  is  managed.  At 
once  you  have  found  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  did  not  accept 
the  request  which  was  tendered  it  to  enter  in  the  coalition.  It  refused  at  once, 
and  told  the  representatives  of  the  three  powers  at  Washington,  and  to  their 
representatives  at  London,  Paris,  and  Madrid,  so  that  they  should  tell  to 
their  governments  that  it  not  only  would  not  enter  into  such  a  crusade,  but 
that  it  gave  instructions  to  offer  to  the  government  of  the  republic  by  treaty, 
or  its  guarantee,  or  the  loan,  of  the  millions  that  should  be  necessary  to  pay 
the  interest  on  all  the  debts.  I  am  glad  that  this  treaty  has  not  been  ratified, 
for  although  it  is  without  foundation  that  the  territory  of  the  republic  was  going 
to  be  mortgaged,  some  of  the  unoccupied  lands  of  some  States  would  become 
a  matter  of  questions,  that  would  come  to  the  same  end,  or  in  the  separation 
of  the  south  of  this  republic,  or  even  when  there  should  come  to  this  Union  a 
cabinet  which  should  not  have  the  principles  of  the  present  one.  If  the  interest 
which  the  French  government  professes  for  Mexico  were  sincere,  with  its  guar- 
antee it  would  have  tried  to  evitate  this  objection,  and  by  colonizing  in  those 
lands  it  would  have  made  effective  that  guarantee;  and  this  supplement  of 
the  United  States  admitted,  the  clamors  of  Mexican  bondholders  would  have 
been  stopped,  because,  having  the  interest  secured,  they  would  rise  each  year 
in  the  Bourse,  and  it  would  have  given  them  lucrative  speculations.  But  that 
i0  not  what  was  wanted.  Putting  aside  this  pretext,  the  factitious  power  of 
the  horrible  insults  and  systematic  outrages  would  be  diminished. 

You  must  have  found  there  a  lesson  which  in  this  part  the  English  govern- 
ment gives  to  susceptible  France.    In  the  communication  of  Lord  John  Itussell 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  64 28 
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to  M.  Stewart,  of  the  28tk  of  July  of  the  present  year,  there  is  found  the  fol- 
lowing :  "  Neither  the  loss  of  the  most  essential  articles  in  manufactories  bo 
necessary  for  a  great  part  of  our  people,  nor  the  insults  so  frequently  heaped 
on  the  British  name  in  public  speeches  and  in  emanations  from  the  press,  nor 
the  excessive  harshness,  not  usual  among  nations,  with  which  those  subjects  ot 
the  Queen  who  hare  attempted  to  break  the  blockade  in  the  southern  ports 
have  been  treated,  have  induced  her  Majesty's  government  to  deviate  a  U$u 
from  the  most  impartial  neutrality." 

There  you  must  have  found  the  instructions  from  the  governments  of  Uie 
Spanish  republics  to  their  representatives  protesting  against  this  invasion. 
Tnere  you  must  have  found  the  constant  efforts  made  by  some  foreign  ministers 
to  the  imperial  government,  offering  the  mediation  of  their  own  to  stop  that 
causeless  trouble  with  Mexico,  and  the  answer  which  they  have  received. 

You  must  have  seen  decrees  from  congress  of  the  several  republics  to  recon- 
struct the  euficteonic,  and  make  a  continental  alliance ;  that  in  sev^»l  of  them 
there  have  been  popular  meetings  to  send  to  Mexico  a  spontaneous  contingent 
of  officers  who  have  offered  themselves  to  take  a  part  in  the  defence  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  against  the  intervention,  and  offered  funds  for  military 
hospitals;  and  that  from  all  of  them  are  sent  ministers  accredited  to  thai 
government,  and  to  that  only,  and  in  order  not  to  recognize  any  other  formed 
by  the  French  or  their  influence.  When  I  left  one  from  Peru  was  there,  and 
from  here  I  have  seen  depart  the  one  from  Chile,  and  ten  others  are  on  their 
way  thither.  What  else  1  Even  among  the  soldiers  of  the  expedition,  when 
they  saw  the  state  of  the  country,  with  a  single  government  over  the  whole  of 
it,  well  regularized,  having  at  its  disposal  armies  and  generals,  and  when  they 
saw  how  hospitable  and  amiable  in  their  social  relations  the  Mexicans  were 
with  whom  they  have  had  commercial  relations  during  the  time  they  were 
awaiting  reinforcements,  they  asked  themselves  **  Why  are  they  going  to  wage 
war  against  the  Mexicans  ?  In  what  have  they  offended  them  1  But  whereas 
their  Emperor  sends  them,  he  must  be  right."  Some,  having  no  faith  in  such 
doctrines,  which  others  believe  without  seeing,  have  deserted  to  the  Mexicans. 
This  has  been  related  by  two  prisoners,  and  their  statements  have  been  pub- 
lished. One  who  is  stopping  at  the  house  of  a  general  in  Mexico,  and  who 
departed,  with  another  five,  from  Vera  Cruz,  I  myself  have  heard  eive  as  a  mo- 
tive for  his  desertion  that  he  had  fought  in  the  streets  of  Paris,  the  2d  of  De- 
cember, for  the  republic's  cause,  and  how  could  he  wage  war  against  a  fret 
people? 

By  this  you  will  infer  what  I  will  not  dare  to  tell  in  a  letter  to  you,  on  account 
of  the  pain  which  it  will  occasion  you  for  your  connexion  with  the  Emperor, 
and  which  it  will  occasion  me,  also,  as  I  remember  the  proofs  of  benevolence 
with  which  he  was  pleased  to  honor  me.  What  will  be  the  talk  about  Napo- 
leon III,  from  the  Straits  of  Darien  to  those  of  Magellan ;  and  how  much  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  a  continent  that  name  should 
not  be  accompanied,  as  it  ought  to  be,  with  the  admiration,  respect,  and  well- 
wishes  towards  its  bearer  and  his  dynasty ;  instead  of  which  the  bearers  of 
that  of  Prim  and  Favre,  which  are  repeated  in  the  streets  and  squares  of  many 
of  the  most  beautiful  cities  of  America,  and  patriotic,  scientinc,  and  literary 
societies  are  honored  by  inscribing  them  in  their  registries. 

Having  given  the  history  of  what  gave  birth  to  the  idea  of  an  expedition  to 
Mexico,  the  curtain  taken  from  the  true  intentions  in  it,  that  have  done  all,  ex- 
cept for  its  good,  it  having  been  proved  that  the  world  could  not  be  deceived  by 
the  facts  invented  to  give  it  a  shadow  of  honesty,  and  which  invention  has  real- 
ized, if  ever,  the  fable  of  the  wolf  and  the  lamb,  there  has  remained  nothing 
but  the  poor  excuse  to  which  Greneral  Forey  has  appealed,  and  they  say  that 
he  has  the  express  command  to  give  it ;  that  he  is  going  to  bring  us  freedom 
and  civilization.    And  whereas  if  this  were  true,  nobody  has  asked  him  thai 
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&vor;  and  whereas  in  what  is  called  die  rights  of  nations  the  same  principle  is 
understood  as  in  private  rights,  not  to  do  benefits  against  the  will  of  those  bene- 
fitted, the  general  and  his  proclamation  appears  to  be  as  the  realization,  besides, 
of  another  ingenious  fable  of  a  Spanish  poem.  No,  sir ;  nobodj  has  asked  for 
it ;  and  neither  Minister  Salignj,  nor  the  portfolioless  Billault,  nor  those  who 
have  ransacked  the  European  courts  in  search  of  a  prince  to  make  him  a  present 
of  their  country,  can  show  letters,  or  any  kind  of  documents,  that  on  account 
of  their  numbers,  or  by  the  merits  of  the  individuals,  it  could  be  said  that  their 
names  are  known  in  Mexico,  and  in  which  they  would  think  they  are  authorized 
to  declare  themselves  empowered  by  the  republic,  even  presumptuous  ones.  It 
causes  surprise  that  governments  that  pretend  to  go  to  another  country,  there  to 
teach  as  such,  should  not  have  had  the  circumspection  to  ask  for  those  credentials, 
no  matter  of  how  private  a  nature  they  would  oe,  which  would  in  that  case  be  the 
proof  of  the  oppression  of  the  citizens  of  the  republic.  Almonte,  who  has  dared  to 
say  that,  being  a  minister  from  the  republic  to  Paris,  they  wrote  to  him,  offi- 
cially, from  Tacubaya  to  bring  forward  the  French  intervention  in  Mexico,  has 
been  publicly  contradicted.  I  accompany  with  this  a  printed  letter  from  Don 
Miguel  Miramon,  dated  the  5th  instant,  in  which  he  defies  him  to  show  the 
communication  in  which  he  would  have  given  such  an  order.  Is  it  not  a  shame 
to  Almonte,  to  Saligny,  to  Billault,  and  to  the  government  who  supports  such 
pretenders,  who  employ  such  means,  that  no  sooner  they  make  use  of  them 
than  the  lie  is  given  by  the  same  persons  quoted  ?  This  letter  is  a  precious 
document  to  mine ;  for  in  it  you  will  see  that  the  party  spirit  is  preserved, 
alluding  to  the  intestine  quarrels,  and  still  the  civil  power  are  call  demagogues ; 
but,  however,  the  calumny  of  having  called  the  intervention  is  repelled,  even 
that  of  sympathizing  with  it,  and  the  disposition  shown  of  going  to  fight  against 
it.  Since  it  came,  one  after  another  of  the  chiefs  that  remained  of  the  reaction 
have  begun  putting  themselves  under  the  orders  of  the  government ;  and  truly 
in  the  field  of  battle,  and  with  victory,  and  with  their  blood,  they  have  sealed 
their  loyalty  and  their  titles  to  consider  themselves  among  tiie  bright  stars  of 
their  country. 

The  exactness  cannot  be  better  shown  of  the  absolute  proposition,  that  touch- 
ing intervention  there  is  no  division  or  parties  among  Mexicans ;  nor  could  it 
be  another  way.  It  is  sufficient  to  have  a  natural  sentiment  common  to  every 
man  for  his  country,  even  when  there  should  not  come  to  his  aid  the  lessons  of 
history.  It  is  much  more  astonishing  to  see  to  what  degree  of  blindness  is 
carried  a  bastard  passion  that  troubles  the  mind,  when  we  see  that  French  state- 
ments should  not  foresee  this.  But  in  what  country  of  the  world  do  they  hate 
more  the  foreigner  than  in  France  ?  Even  at  present  the  hate  is  not  diminished 
which  they  have  to  their  own  son  who  brought  it  to  their  territory  in  1814 ; 
much,  much  less  than  what  Almonte  has  done  did  Marmont,  who  left  as  a  pro- 
verb the  Bagusadas.  What  storms  of  applause  spring  up  in  the  theatres  at  any 
allusions  to  a  foreigner,  and  what  person  of  the  people  does  not  sing  the  beautiful 
words  of  the  sweet  Gasimire  Delavigne  ? 

**  La  France  a  l*honeur  dn  rervage, 
Et  si  grand  qui  soit  le  danger, 
Plus  grand  enaire  est  son  courage 
Quand  if  faut  chasser  1' stranger,"  &c. 

In  Spain,  referring  only  to  modem  times,  it  would  be  better  for  her  if  she  had 
a  government  as  that  of  King  Joseph,  a  popular  man,  of  the  most  pure  principles 
and  having  a  sincere  love  for  the  Spanish  nation,  illustrious,  bom  in  the  revolu- 
tion, and  with  a  constitution,  made  by  the  Spaniards  themselves,  of  Bayona, 
than  that  absolute  one  of  Femando  the  Seventh,  that  began  by  devouring  the 
same  persons  who  were  defending  him ;  but  it  was  enough  that  the  first  was 
established  by  foreign  soldiers,  who  used  to  call  the  natives  of  the  country  dt9 
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brigandst  (the  same  as  they  do  now  the  Mexicans,)  and  Spain  was  deluged  with 
blood,  and  Joseph's  throne  crumbled  down  there  in  the  same  way  as  that  of  his 
brother  in  France  did,  and  half  a  million  of  Frenchmen  lost  their  lires  there, 
sacrificed  by  the  blind  ignorance  of  this  principle. 

A  monarchy  was  the  good  which  they  said  tne  intervention  was  bringing  us, 
because  we  were  not  prepared  enough  for  liberty,  as  the  politicians  say,  and  we 
needed  to  be  educated  for  it.  How  many  years,  or  how  many  centuries,  are 
necessary  to  enable  a  reigning  dynasty  to  believe  that  her  people  is  sufficiently 
enlightened  that  it  should  have  the  abnegation  to  educate  them  for  that  purpose, 
and  afterwards  the  magnanimity  to  return  their  power  and  liberty  to  enable 
them  to  govern  themselves.  If  a  monarchy,  only  on  account  of  being  a  mon- 
archy, is  a  good  and  stable  government,  imagine  yourself  that  any  of  our  mili- 
tary presidents  were  turned  into  a  monarch ;  on  that  account  he  would  not 
change  his  personal  qualities  to  enable  him  to  contribute  to  the  happiness  of  the 
country.  If  it  is  said  that,  in  order  that  the  remedy  should  take  effect,  it  is 
necessary  that  it  should  be  a  monarch,  having  official  and  divine  rights,  but  these 
ones  have  been  the  cause  of  the  fall  of  several  nations,  against  those  who  have 
pronunciad^  in  some  of  them,  and  the  ones  who  overturned  a  revolutionary 
monarch  in  the  beginning  of  this  century.  If  he  must  be  elect,  there  we  find 
that  the  same  one  formed  by  victories ;  that  not  withstanding  the  many  glories 
with  which  he  filled  his  people,  that  notwithstanding  his  having  mside  their 
country  so  extensive,  so  great,  and  powerful,  when  that  condition  failed  him  his 
lieutenants  left  him,  and  having  no  foundations  then,  the  tornado  swept  over 
him,  and  those  that  caused  his  fall  were  not  pranunciamientos,  but  monarchs. 
If  they  should  say  that  in  order  to  be  sacramental  he  had  to  be  elected  by  the 
liberrimo  vote  of  the  Mexican  people,  and  that  this  vote  should  fall  on  an  anci^t 
family,  whom  the  world  should  be  accustomed  to  see  in  power,  the  projectors 
then  have  been  unfortunate,  that  during  the  second  expedition  to  Mexico  Greece 
should  have  given  as  her  answer  in  the  King  Otho,  who  was  not  without  ante- 
cedents, belonging  to  the  house  of  Bavaria,  constitutional,  elected  by  the  Grreeks, 
and  warranted  and  supported  by  three  first-class  powers. 

When  will  Spain  and  France,  and  the  most  civilized  nations  of  Europe,  be 
sufficiently  enough  civilized  to  be  in  no  need  of  masters  and  of  standing  armies, 
to  be  always  waging  war  against  each  other  for  the  benefits  of  their  masters,  or 
to  live  in  an  iron  circle?  Who  is  the  constitutional  monarch  who,  alter  finding 
himself  with  the  necessary  forces,  does  not  overstep  the  bounds  of  his  sovereign 
will  7  If  any  have  remained  so  it  is  on  account  of  his  own  nullity,  and  because 
the  power  and  force  were  in  the  oligarchists.  What  did  Ferdinand  the  Seventh, 
who  swore  to  support  the  constitution  1  Did  he  not  call  to  his  country  foreign 
forces  from  another  constitutional  monarchy,  and  did  not  one  hundred  thousand 
Frenchmen  come  in  to  put  him  again  on  his  throne  of  absolutism,  which  he 
afterwards  sprinkled  with  the  blood  of  his  subjects ;  and  is  it  not  shown  in  the 
museum  at  Versailles  the  victory  of  the  Trocadero  by  the  side  of  that  of  Ulua  I 
What  has  just  done  the  King  of  Prussia,  who  also  swore  to  support  a  constitu- 
tion ?  Has  he  not  given,  in  his  turn,  his  coup  d'etat  by  dissolving  his  Parlia- 
ment, because  they  did  not  approve  of  his  estimates  to  double  the  number  of  his 
armies,  and  do  not  at  present,  the  elected  as  representatives  by  the  enlightened, 
most  enlightened,  and  sympathic  Prussian  people,  are  dispersed  and  fugitives  in 
Europe  I 

My  letter  cannot  be  a  dissertation  of  history ;  it  is  sufficient  for  me  to  quote 
the  facts  which  have  happened  in  our  day,  and  even  only  what  is  passing  at 
this  moment  to  our  view,  and  what  a  monarchy  is  doing  in  my  country  to  reas- 
sure me  in  my  life-long  convictions  and  to  make  me  view  it  with  horror. 
There  is  one  only  thing  which  is  most  hatefid  to  me ;  it  is  a  foreigner  in  my 
country.  For  not  seeing  him  in  her,  and  so  lose  my  nationality,  I  should  appeal 
to  monarchy,  if  it  should  be  the  remedy,  but  to  work  afterwards  to  put  it  down ; 
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but  I  assure  you  that  I  prefer  my  republic  with  all  its  inconveniences,  with  its 
revolutions,  with  its  commotions,  and  all  the  defects  you  like.  I  prefer  anarchy 
to  monarchy.  Don't  take  this  as  a  sudden  impulse,  nor  to  the  puerile  repetition 
of  the  sentence  malo  pcriculasam  libertatem,  I  am  very  far  from  being  a  dema- 
gogue, because  I  hate  despotism,  no  matter  what  its  shape  may  be.  In  the 
actual  administration,  about  thirty  years  ago,  when  the  liberal  party  was  in 
power,  I  have  proved  this  in  public  and  even  official  documents  in  and  out  of 
the  government ;  bat  I  have  been  also  the  one  who  has  spoken  of  a  republic  in 
Iturbide's  empire,  and  you  must  know  that  he  was  the  man  of  my  worship, 
but  I  felt  sorry  that  such  a  great  man  should  lower  himself  to  be  a  monarch,  and 
that  the  one  who  reigned  in  the  hearts  of  the  Mexicans  had  no  need  to  bum  his 
band  with  a  sceptre.  My  productions  at  present  exist,  and  so  do  the  minutes  of 
congress,  called  in  1823,  referring  to  them.  I  exerted  public  charges  in  Mexico, 
when  the  government  was  the  one  formed  by  the  plan  of  Tacubaya,  those 
ones  necessary  to  all  organized  societies,  the  administration  of  justice  in  the 
supreme  court,  to  which  I  had  the  honor  to  belong  more  than  20  years ;  but  iu 
all  my  official  acts,  (examples  of  which  exist  now,)  when  in  official  solemnities, 
as  the  anniversary  of  our  independence,  I  told  General  Zuloaga,  surrounded  by 
bis  ministers,  the  want  which  the  country  had  for  a  civil  regimen  and  free  in- 
stitutions. The  same  thing  I  did  afterwards,  in  a  similar  occasion  and  in  the 
same  manner,  asking  peace  from  General  Miramon  in  the  name  of  the  supreme 
court  and  of  the  entire  people.  One  of  his  ministers  had  prepared  for  me  a 
deportation  to  the  castle  of  Perote. 

To  me,  my  dear  sir  and  friend,  liberty,  order,  and  justice  are  synonymous 
terms,  because  I  cannot  imagine  the  existence  of  any  of  these  three  things  with- 
out the  others.  In  the  days  when  presidents  should  be  persuaded  of  this  truth, 
and  that  their  cause  is  subject  to  them,  so  as  to  prevent  the  oppression  of  mi- 
norities and  the  taking  away  from  individuals  their  rights  as  men  and  their 
freedom  to  think  of  the  most  absurd  things,  that  day  the  true  foundations  will 
have  been  formed  for  a  firm  government.  This  is  the  school  for  republics ; 
this  is  the  mission  of  Mexico  to  France.  To  this  end  we  shall  have  to  come, 
and  to  this  we  were  going  in  the  administration  of  President  Gomonfort,  that  a 
military  insurrection  knocked  down,  deluging  his  country  in  blood,  to  be  after- 
wards defeated ;  but,  thank  God,  we  are  on  the  same  way  again. 

Thus  anarchy  is  violent,  is  transitory,  I  am  firm  in  preferring  it  to  the  dis- 
mal occupation  of  offering  lighted  tapers  to  the  saints,  so  that  they  should  pro- 
long the  life  of  any  tyrant,  for  fear  that  the  one  who  should  succeed  him  should 
be  the  most  tyrannical. 

How  can  the  pretended  defenders  of  my  country  wish  that  I  should  desire 
for  her  a  system  that  makes  men,  who  otherwise  could  be  bright  stars  in  the 
truly  legislative  bodies  of  their  countrymen,  employ  the  divine  gift  of  speech 
to  alter  and  modify  truth  1  Why  should  politicians,  they  being  merely  inter- 
ested courtiers,  want  that  I  should  acknowledge  with  veneration  a  monarchy, 
when  I  am  seeing  her  carry  devastation  and  carnage  to  far  off  countries ;  not  to 
innocent  peoples  that  have  not  offended  her,  but  to  those  who,  to  her  and  her 
subjects,  have  proffered  the  most  intimate  friendship  in  vengeance  of  a  noble 
sentiment  which  it  ought  to  applaud  and  respect,  and  who  goes  to  satiate  that 
thirst  for  vengeance  with  the  lives  and  substance  of  her  people  ? 

I  have  spoken  of  myself  to  show  you  the  public  spirit  of  Mexico,  for,  in  ex- 
pressing my  convictions,  you  must  know  that  these  are  the  opinions  of  more 
than  nine-tenths  of  the  Mexicans.  I  was  goine  to  propose  to  the  Emperor  the 
means  to  make  himself  master  of  Mexico  and  of  England,  and  with  the  ap- 
plause too  of  the  whole  world.  They  were  to  send  to  the  republic,  not  forty  or 
£fty  thousand  men,  but  one  hundred  or  two  hundred  thousand  more  ;  but  not 
with  guns,  but  with  spades  and  other  agricultural  implements ;  and,  instead  of 
wise  generals  or  bellicose  diplomatists,  to  send  you  and  all  others  who  take  in- 
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terest  in  improvementB  and  the  progress  of  material  elements,  trith  twenty  mS- 
lions  of  dolkrs,  which  would  be  reimbursed  m  the  first  year,  to  cultivate  cottoni 
of  which  they  would  gather  m  some  places  two  annual  crops,  even  more  abun- 
dant and  of  better  quality  than  those  of  the  shores  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

But  now  I  must  not  speak  of  that,  and  so  must  finish  my  letter.  However, 
I  cannot  do  it  without  an  important  explanation,  and  it  is  that  you  must  not  in- 
terpret it  as  some  secret  instructions  or  an  inspiration  of  mine,  or  as  the  means 
of  an  attempt  to  a  convention.  The  Mexican  government  has  not  taken  any 
primary  step  since  the  rupture  by  the  French  of  the  convention  of  La  Soledad. 
Even  by  what  has  happened  afterwards,  and  by  the  state  to  which  things  have 
reached,  you  should  not  believe  that  Mexico  will  open  negotiations  or  listen  to 
any  kind  of  proposition,  even  with  the  rope  around  the  neck,  whilst  a  Freuch- 
man  carrying  a  gun  on  his  shoulders  should  remain  in  the  territory  of  the  re- 

fublic.  This  would  be  the  only  means  of  putting  down  the  government  of 
^resident  Juarez  and  a  hundred  others  who  snould  be  guilty  of  such  a  foUy. 
And  in  another  way  it  would  be  useless.  After  the  peace  in  February,  1839; 
after  the  convention  of  Senor  Levasseur,  which  I  carried  to  Paris,  and  in 
whose  faithful  fulfilment  by  Mexico  we  very  well  agreed,  (in  appearance,  as  we 
infer  from  what  M.  Billault  said ;)  after  the  coalition  in  Lonaon,  not  having 
elapsed  a  year,  even  since  it  was  signed  by  France  herself;  after  the  conven- 
tions at  La  Soledad,  which  had  not  two  months'  duration  then,  ought  not 
the  Mexican  government  to  say,  as  the  first  consul,  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  said 
to  the  ambassador  from  Russia  after  the  peace  of  Luneville,  "  What  matter 
to  vou  the  treaties  of  Amiens  V*  The  proclamation  of  General  Forey  con- 
traaicts  itself,  and  anything  which  it  should  offer  or  contract  for  would  be 
taken  as  deceptions  used  in  war,  and  that  they,  by  the  advancements,  perhaps, 
of  civilization  may  have  passed  to  modem  diplomacy.  From  all  times,  to 
choose  advantageous  positions  is  called  tactics,  and  equally  so  is  called  the 
proceeding  to  manage  in  a  better  way  or  quicker  the  weapon,  so  that  it  should 
fire  off  more  shot  in  a  given  time,  or  provided  the  shots  should  be  more 
effective  than  those  of  his  enemy,  as  the  hero  of  the  poem,  which  we  quoted 
before,  says,  fired  perhaps  by  some  one  who  was  afraid  of  the  explosion ;  the 
advantage  of  being  able  to  conceal  one's  self  to  strike  on  a  weak  *«ide,  or  from 
behind  suddenly,  is  called  ambuscade ;  those  ships,  iron-mailed,  from  which 
the  wrongly  called  combatants,  without  exposing  themselves,  fire  cannons 
sufficiently  heavy  to  sink  those  of  the  enemy,  are  called  floating  batteries.  At 
last,  all  inventions  to  kill  by  treachery,  and  surely,  is  called  strategy,  although 
they  are  the  improvements  of  military  science,  which,  as  Lamartine  says,  are 
only  the  relics  of  barbarous  times ;  but,  at  least,  this  perfidy  was  announced  in 
the  beginning  by  what  was  called  the  declaration  of  war,  and^this  after  having 
exhausted  the  means  of  discussions  and  convincements,  without  ever  interfering 
in  the  interior  affairs  of  other  countries,  nor  arrogating  to  itself  the  faculty  of 
judging  of  the  conduct  of  his  government,  nor  of  saying  if  it  be,  or  is  not, 
chosen  according  to  its  laws ;  and  in  any  stage  of  the  question,  before,  during, 
or  after  the  clash  of  arms,  the  agreement  was  sacred,  and  death  was  preferred 
to  breach  of  promise,  and  a  nation  was  disgraced  if  an  officer  belonging  to  her 
should  offend  any  one  sent  from  the  enemy's  camp,  in  the  midst  of  battle,  alone, 
without  arms,  and  trusting  only  to  the  white  color  of  a  handkerchief,  which  he 
should  wave  in  his  hand ;  to-day  all  this  remains  only  in  history,  or,  at  most, 
to  exact  it  from  fools.  On  this  account  you  will  see  that  in  my  letter  I  don't 
make  use  of  arguments  founded  on  the  law  of  nations,  but  have  limited  my- 
self only  to  overturn  the  arguments  advanced.  It  is  some  time  since  I  was 
convinced  that  the  powerless  is  without  rights.  That  is  the  reason  why,  in  his 
manifestos.  President  Juarez  has  said  that,  ignoring  why  they  wage  war  against 
him,  he  will  repel  force  by  force,  and  what  he  has  said  the  nation  has  sustained. 
Touching  myself,  far  from  attempting  or  wishing  for  a  compromise,  I  think 
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that  the  war,  with  all  its  horrors,  would  benefit  my  country,  in  the  same  waj 
that  the  civil  one  which  we  have  just  passed  through  has  saved  her  from  longer 
periods  of  troubles  and  sufferings.  By  it  we  have  done  what  it  would  have 
taken  us  many  years  to  accomplish;  what,  after  many  centuries,  France  has 
not  yet  done,  and  is  very  fiur  yet  from  getting ;  we  have  given  the  finishing 
blows  to  classes  who  continually  kept  us  in  revolutions,  and  we  have  given  free 
field  to  thought  Bo  the  war  with  a  foreign  power  will  convince  us  at  last  if  we 
are  going  to  be  or  not  to  be  a  nation ;  if  it  will,  she  will  have  to  make  herself 
respected  by  the  others  ;  and  if  she  will  emerge  from  the  humble  condition  of 
receiving  lessons  and  insolent  notices  from  novel  diplomatists,  who  go  there  for 
merit  or  to  make  fortunes.  War  is  the  occasion  of  great  actions  of  heroism, 
of  great  talents,  of  abnegations,  of  patriotism,  and,  least  of  all,  ourselves  know- 
ing each  other.  I  am  extremely  glad  and  proud  that  my  country,  from  the  be- 
ginning, has  shown  to  be  worthy  of  being  a  great  nation.  All  have  united  at 
the  cry  of  an  outside  war ;  have  proved  her  courage  by  conquering,  with  infe- 
rior numbers,  those  that  till  now  thought  themselves  invincible;  and  in  instances 
of  generosity  and  civilization  she  has  exceeded  those  of  her  enemies,  for  by 
the  statements  of  the  prisoners  themselves,  who,  after  being  exchanged,  have 
stated  in  their  camps,  notwithstanding  the  calumnies,  and  against  the  prohibi- 
tions of  their  chiefs,  the  way  in  which  they  and  their  wounded  have  been  treated 
in  the  Mexican  camp.  A  people  who  behaves  in  this  way,  and  who  don't  want 
to  be  subjugated,  it  is  impossible  to  subjugate;  I  will  not  say  by  the  forty  or 
fifty  thousand  men  which  France  has  already,  nor  by  the  one  hundred  and  one 
hundred  and  fiffcy  thousand  with  whom  Greneral  Forey  luis  threatened  us,  or  by 
the  three  powers,  had  they  remdned  leagued.  Mexico,  who  made  her  inde- 
pendence without  them,  will  prove  to  them  that  she  can  defend  it  against  all  of 
them.  To  enable  General  Forey  to  penetrate  to  the  capital  he  has  to  fight  a 
hundred  battles  on  his  way,  and  supposing  that  victory  should  not  again  prove 
unftuthful  to  him,  as  at  Puebla  and  Acultzingo,  by  them  he  will  be  more  weak- 
ened, and  he  will  have  to  go  on,  covering  his  back.  Without  heeding  that,  and 
without  fighting,  as  now  has  been  done,  the  North  Americans  went  into  the 
republic  with  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  men,  fourteen  thousand  only  reached  Mex- 
ico, and  after  having  spent  more  than  a  hundred  millions  in  one  year's  cam- 
paign. The  breaches  made  by  the  grape  shot  on  the  Mexican  files  are  filled 
unmediately ;  to  fill  those  of  the  Frenchmen  they  must  come  from  a  distance  of 
two  thousand  leagues.  It  has  taken  seven  months  to  enable  them  to  send  a 
new  expedition  after  the  defeat  of  the  first.  Supposing  that  a  third  one  is  not 
necessary  to  occupy  the  capital,  but  that  the  one  already  there  should  be  suffi- 
cient, and  it  should  see  the  imperial  banner  profane  her  temples,  which  seems  to 
be  the  illusions  and  desire  of  the  Fmperor,  is  by  that  the  work  finished?  the 
military  honor  is  then  restored  ?  Will  it  not  get  into  difficulties  again,  when 
that  banner  has  to  be  run  up  so  as  not  to  be  exposed  to  be  pulled  down  from 
the  steeples? 

And  what  will  they  do  there  ?  The  capital  is  not  the  republic;  and  although 
they  should  speak  of  sending  out  detachments  to  attack  the  principal  cities, 
that  is  only  to  multiply  the  difficulties  and  to  carry  the  question  to  each  of 
every  city  which  they  should  succeed  in  taking  possession  of,  costing  them  the 
same  trouble  as  Mexico.  And  how  will  they  keep  them  ?  and  how  will  they 
keep  communications  opened  between  them?  Four  or  six  cities  are  not  the 
republic,  either,  which  has  one  hundred  thousand  square  leagues,  with  the  most 
uneven  ground.  This  was  the  cause  of  the  duration,  for  such  a  great  length 
of  time,  of  the  last  civil  war.  The  French  will  only  be  masters  of  the  ground 
which  they  should  occupy,  attacked  or  molested  incessantly  by  parties  or 
armies  which  will  come  from  points  least  expected,  they  being  unacquainted 
with  the  ground.  They  will  not  be  able  to  leave  their  barracks  or  camns  with- 
out being  sacrificed.    The  guides  which  their  generals  should  take  will  make 
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them  lose  their  way,  or  will  cany  them  to  ambuscades,  where  they  will  be 
tinable  to  extricate  themselves ;  for  the  most  patriotic  Mexican  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient for  him  to  have  a  particular  enemy  to  calumniate  him  of  having  intelli- 
gence with  the  French,  or  of  having  aided  them  in  any  way,  to  be  delivered 
over  to  death.  The  Mexican  lady  who  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  buy  a 
piece  of  ribbon  or  some  stuffs  of  which  she  should  be  in  the  utmost  need  will 
be  disgraced.  What  do  I  say  ]  There  will  be  no  shop  opened,  nor  any  French 
bakery,  except  in  those  places  occupied  by  their  troops.  In  those  which  the 
Mexicans  should  preserve,  they  will  suffer  with  them  Uie  evils  of  war  that  will 
result  in  its  being  waged  against  French  commerce,  as  the  absurd  and  bar- 
barous blockade  of  our  ports.  From  every  rock,  from  every  wood,  enemies 
will  spring  out,  taking  vengeance,  each  one  to  the  utmost  of  his  means  and 
courage,  of  those  who  have  come  to  interfere  with  their  repose  and  well  being. 
And  so,  to  be  able  to  occupy  some  cities,  they  will  not  succeed  till  after  having 
deluged  in  blood  a  surface  two  or  three  times  larger  than  France.  Do  you 
think  this  an  enterprise  worthy  of  this  nation  ? 

If,  in  view  of  these  difficulties,  and  to  give  it  an  honest  purpose,  the  capital 
already  occupied,  they  should  shut  their  eyes  to  seem  not  to  see  that  the  nation 
remains  bent  on  maintaining  her  government  in  another  place,  and  as  France 
would  not  like  to  force  another  on  the  Mexicans,  but  leave  them  to  choose  it,  they 
should  call  a  convention  of  the  people  from  where  they  will  come,  and,  seeing 
that  from  no  side  they  will  take  notice  of  their  invitation,  they  should  repeat 
the  farce  of  Cordova  and  Orizaba,  and  should  call  a  meeting  of  the  noted 
persons;  unfortunate  ones  will  be  those  who  should  listen  to  such  a  call.  K 
some,  without  provision  and  filled  with  terror,  should  assist  in  it,  they  well 
know  that  some  day  they  shall  have  to  march  away  with  the  invaders,  leaving 
behind  the  gates  of  their  country  closed  forever,  and  carrying  with  them  the 
scorn  of  themselves,  and  having  all  the  rest  of  their  miserable  existence  the 
torment  that  upon  them  they  should  charge  the  unfortunate  end  of  the  enter- 
prise, for  having  deceived  them,  as  after  Puebla  happened  in  the  dismal  road 
on  the  return  to  Orizaba  to  Almonte  and  Saligny.  As  I  wrote  this  letter  I 
received  a  Spanish  periodical,  which  says  that  the  plan  of  the  imperial  govern- 
ment is  to  make  of  Mexico  a  French  colony.  The  one  who  wrote  this  article 
don't  know  you,  who  belong  to-day  to  that  government,  because  such  an  idea 
don't  occur  to  any  human  head,  when  they  don't  know  what  to  do  with,  or 
what  advantage  to  gain  of  that  of  Argel,  which  is  so  near;  I,  who,  being  only  a 
private  individual,  and  not  initiated  in  the  mysteries  of  the  high  European 
politics,  should  dare  to  think  that,  after  the  first  plan  failing,  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment will  think  as  myself,  and  that  his  plans  will  be  those  suggested  by  his 
successes,  and  he  will  advance  further  if  the  fortunes  of  a  meeting  should  give 
him  illusions  of  the  facilities  to  conquer  us.  But  this  is  the  greatest  outrage 
which  he  has  been  able  to  do  us,  and  which  he  has  done  to  all  the  nations  of 
the  world — ^give  the  fate  of  a  nation  to  the  judgment  of  a  soldier.  If  the  en- 
counters which  the  second  expedition  will  have  should  have  the  same  result  as 
the  first,  as  I  sincerely  hope,  and  is  dispersed  at  the  gates  of  Puebla  or 
Mexico,  she  will  be  obliged  to  show  the  spectacle,  as  at  first,  of  fortifying  her- 
self in  the  country  invaded.  If  she  is  more  fortunate,  she  will  remain  a  while 
longer,  and  the  fight  will  be  continued.  So  the  question  seems  to  be  long,  and 
during  its  continuance  there  may  come  to  disturb  it  Poland,  Hungary,  Italy, 
or  Greece,  which,  shaking  off  the  Bavarian  dynasty,  and  annexing  to  itself  the 
Epire  and  Macedonia,  which  suits  perfectly  well  to  Russia,  will  bring  division 
among  the  protecting  powers,  or  war  between  France  and  England,  or,  what 
may  wage  against  this  power,  the  United  States,  on  account  of  Canada, 
without  taking  into  account  the  one  which  they  now  have,  and  then  they 
will  have  plenty  of  land  and  sea  forces,  which  no  other  nation  has  had  in 
Europe  whose  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  America  will  never  suit  any  of  the 
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two  sections  which  are  at  war  at  present;  and  even  before  this  happens  the 
war  with  Mexico  depends  on  the  government  of  Washington  being  conscious 
of  his  power,  that  is  sufficient  both  for  the  south  and  France.  Messrs.  Lincohi 
and  Seward  will  see  in  the  same  war  with  Mexico,  the  troubles  that  will  bring 
that  fatal  policy  of  contemporization,  instead  of  having  a  body  of  observation 
of  men  of  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  thousand,  or  even  half  of  them,  in  the 
shore  of  the  river  Bravo,  would  serve  to  take  Texas  by  the  flank,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  projects  of  the  invaders  against  Sonora,  making,  above  all,  public  and 
with  a  moral  courage,  which  always  makes  itself  respected,  their  great  projects 
toward  the  interior,  and  their  honest  anti-filibuster  programme.  Mexico  has  to 
be  saved,  and  then  she  will  become  more  or  less  closely  united  in  her  relations, 
and  she  will  open  more  or  less  the  fountains  of  her  wealth  to  those  which  more 
or  less  were  their  friends  in  this  crisis. 

Yes,  sir ;  I  have  called  attention  to  these  incidents  because  they  may  possibly 
happen  in  the  future,  and  any  of  them  would  be  the  salvation  of  Mexico,  but 
not  on  account  of  Mexico  being  in  need  of  them  to  save  herself.  I  know  that 
the  inventors  and  sympathizers  with  the  intervention  laugh  at  what  is  called 
the  opinion  or  spirit  of  the  people,  taking  into  account  that  this  is  worth  nothing 
against  bayonets ;  but  I  know  and  have  seen  that  an  humble  parishioner  has 
invested  a  powerful  monarchy,  rooted  among  the  families  and  sustained  by  the 
political  and  religious  fanaticism  by  the  help  of  the  bells  alone  of  his  place, 
and  that  in  less  than  two  months  he  was  at  the  gates  of  the  capital  with  one 
hundred  thousand  men ;  that  he  did  not  wish  to  take  it,  for  not  exposing  it  to  the 
devastation  of  undisciplioed  troops,  without  calculating  that  more  blood  and  more 
devastation  would  happen  by  renouncing  that  decisive  blow,  that  his  retrogade 
movement  was  his  last,  that  the  fight  and  carnage  continued,  and  that  the 
monarchy  triumph  precisely  on  seeing  the  uselessness  of  the  policy  of  carnage. 
That  eleven  years  afterwards,  a  simple  colonel,  but  as  profound  a  politician  as  a 
brave  man,  tried  the  enterprise  with  an  only  battalion  of  700  men,  against  the 
victorious  monarchy,  defended  by  84,000  men,  and  the  campaign  was  finished 
in  seven  months,  and  the  enterprise  crowned  with  success.  Now  they  have 
an  organized  government,  there  is  a  treasury,  there  are  armies ;  now  there  is  not 
the  obstacle  of  family  affections ;  now  we  have  not  the  enemy  at  home,  it  comes 
from  abroad ;  now  we  have  well  disciplined  soldiers  and  generals  formed  in  cam- 
paigns, or  expert  by  professions.  Can  we  doubt  of  its  success  ?  Or  Mexico 
will  be  an  exception  in  the  rules  of  history  and  in  the  rights  of  human  proba- 
bilities ?  Will  the  French  from  their  first  encounters  be  able  to  kill  all  our 
generals  ?  Or  if  they  cannot,  will  those  that  remain  go  to  surrender  arms  and 
to  render  them  homage,  or  will  they  be  resigned  to  take  refuge  in  the  woods, 
renouncing  all  efforts  and  leaving  their  names  in  the  place  which  the  presump- 
tuous despatches  of  their  enemies  should  put  them  ?  And  shall  we  not  take  into 
account  with  the  civil  notabilities  already  mentioned,  and  with  a  thousand  other 
Mexicans  besides  in  all  the  States  as  enlightened  as  themselves  1  What  the 
viceroy  or  satrap  of  the  colony  do  with  them,  they  will  think  that  they  shall 
consent  to  form  their  congress  and  municipal  authorities,  in  payment  for  their 
stooping  down,  and  which  will  make  their  brother  suffer,  as  in  Spain  in  the  time 
of  Philip  the  Fifth,  as  the  Tlascaltecans  who  aided  Gortez,  and  as  ourselves  in 
the  time  of  the  Spanish  domination  ?  Or  they  will  send  them  to  increase  the 
colonization  of  Jersey,  of  Guyana,  or  Algiers,  where  not  even  the  French  wish 
to  emigrate  1 

You  will  see  that  our  salvation  depends  on  the  difficulties  themselves  which 
will  entangle  our  conqueror. 

By  them  and  by  the  means  which  the  republic  shall  bring  to  bear,  and  by 
the  warning  which  her  cause  has  given  to  all  the  eastern  continent,  and  by  the 
far-sighted  policy  shown  by  Spain,  I  expect  a  future  to  the  first  branch  of  the 
latin  race  that  will  prove  what  I  said  before,  and  what  I  had  said  twenty  years 
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1^  in  my  country,  viz :  that  Mexico  will  be  the  knot  of  intelligence  between 
all  these  conntries,  which  will  give  them  the  preponderance  in  the  glove,  and  with 
the  liberty  to  those  of  Europe  they  will  return  with  usury  to  them  the  liberty 
which  they  received  from  tnem.  A  foreign  war  is  the  sacrament  that  Mexico 
was  in  need  of  for  her  regeneration.  This  thought  you  ought  to  have  already 
seen  presaged  by  the  Spaniards  and  Americans  in  the  banquet  given  to  General 
Prim,  wisely  given  by  the  representatives  of  Spain  and  Peru. 

What  will  be  the  end  of  the  question  ?  I  don't  pretent  to  be  a  politician, 
but  by  seeing  the  position  of  the  Mexican  nation,  there  is  no  need  of  being  a 
very  deep  one  to  see  only  one  of  three  solutions,  and  plain  and  straight  abandon- 
ment of  it  by  the  Emperor.  This  is'  the  one  which  I  believe  more  in  accord 
with  his  first  intentions,  which  were  only  of  doing  good  to  Mexico,  and  which 
interested  advice  made  him  miss  the  way.  I  believe  that  this  is  what  would 
give  him  more  honor  and  utility,  as  has  happened  with  Spain,  who  now  will  get 
all  that  she  wishes.  Or  a  rupture  with  France,  whilst  there  should  not  come  to 
it  a  better  advised  government,  and  in  this  way  her  relations  with  Mexico  are 
not  a  life  and  death  matter  to  this  last  one,  for  they  will  be  reduced  to  what 
they  have  been  till  the  present,  that  is  to  say,  that  Frenchmen  come  only  to 
Mexico  to  make  fortunes,  whilst  the  Mexicans  go  only  to  France  to  spend  theirs. 
Or  that  another  coalition  should  be  formed  in  which  will  enter  the  United 
States  with  England  and  Spain,  and  also  Italy  and  Prussia,  and  so  the  recog- 
nizing of  the  right  of  Mexico  by  France  warranted,  and  the  returning  by  her 
of  all  that  she  has  collected  of  the  rents,  all  that  she  has  taken  possession  of 
and  the  payments  of  the  costs  of  the  war,  and  the  corresponding  indemnifica- 
tions for  so  many  fortunes  ruined,  and  so  many  families  that  she  will  leave  as 
orphans,  and  the  bringing  before  their  court  of  justice  those  functionaries  that 
should  come  out  to  be  guilty  of  having  disturbed  the  peace  of  nations,  and  well 
leaving  them  ample  room  for  all  the  means  which  they  may  need  to  prove  the 
information  which  they  gave.  But  this  belongs  to  government ;  I  speak  as  a 
private  individual. 

The  die  is  cast;  the  rest  remains  to  the  will  of  God. 

But  if  the  war  I  consider  as  a  benefit,  and  do  not  seek  for  a  compromise,  why 
have  I  written  this  letter?  With  three  objects,  my  dear  friend  and  sir.  The 
first,  to  make  you  acquainted  with  this,  now  that  you  are  a  minister,  in  whose 
charge  is  the  direction  of  this  affair;  the  second,  to  enable  the  world  to  judge 
of  the  motives  of  this  war,  better  informed  by  the  allegations  of  the  ministers 

?'evious  to  you  than  those  of  the  agents  and  writers  of  the  French  government 
on  will  understand  that  it  is  a  very  powerful  circumstance  to  the  rights  of  Mex- 
ico, and,  as  a  proof  of  what  were  her  relations  with  France,  I  refer  to  the  state- 
ment of  one  of  her  ministers,  as  justified  and  unobjectionable  as  yourself.  In  con- 
sideration of  that  character  which  you  worthily  possess,  and  the  subject  treated  of, 
which  is  subjudice  before  nations,  the  nature  of  the  letter  is  not  secret.  Nothing 
in  it  is  personal  of  you  or  me;  nor  in  anything  have  I  abused  a  trust.  Being  an 
affair  between  my  country  and  the  French  government,  I  bring  it  to  the  notice  of 
Mexico,  and  you  will  mAe  what  use  of  it  you  please.  It  is  probable  that  my 
government  will  decide  not  to  leave  to  the  sterile  curiosity,  with  which  the  pos- 
thumous publications  of  correspondence  during  the  great  wars  of  the  first  empire 
were  regarded,  that  which,  perhaps,  it  would  be  more  useful  to  know  now.  The 
third  object  has  been  to  show  you  my  desire  to  preserve  your  friendship,  which 
is  priceless.  If  the  course  of  events  would  allow  it,  I  might  attribute  to  your 
coming  the  policy  of  the  second  expedition  Who  knows  yet  but  what  it  re- 
sulted from  the  conferences  which  they  must  have  had,  so  that  you  would  con- 
sent to  come  back  ?  I  am  certain  that  the  new  policy  has  been  accompanied  by 
your  circular  about  the  affairs  of  Italy,  and  your  propositions  to  Russia  and 
England  for  re-establishing  peace  in  the  United  States. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  it  wm  oe  a  grateAil  circumstance  for  me  to  know  that  yon 
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still  preserve,  for  the  independence  and  prosperity  of  my  country,  the  sentiments 
which  I  was  pleased  to  see  you  manifest,  even  though  I  was  not  then  a  minister. 
If  I  dared,  I  would  say  that  it  would  afford  me  greater  pleasure  if  the  continuance 
of  war  and  yourself  in  the  goyemment  could  not  co-exist.  I  am  sure  that  you 
would  he  a  gentlemanly  enemy,  who  would  not  insult  the  whole  of  my  nation  in 
recompense  for  having  always  opened  her  arms  to  the  sons  of  France. 

With  these  sentiments  I  repeat  myself,  Mr.  Minister,  your  invariable  and  affec- 
tionate friend,  and  very  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  PACHECO. 

His  Excellency  Edward  Drouyn  db  l'Huys. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Confideotial.— Translation.] 


Mexican  Lboation  in  the  Umtbd  Statbs  of  America, 

Washington,  December  27,  1862. 

Mr.  Sbcrbtarv  :  Upon  examining  carefully  and  dispassionately  the  conduct 
which  the  French  government  has  observed  with  respect  to  Mexico,  it  is 
possible  not  to  see  through  the  aims  of  the  Emperor,  which,  however  much 
his  Majesty  may  have  desired  to  keep  them  concealed,  have  already  been  dis- 
covered, to  his  regret. 

It  is  beyond  cdl  doubt  that  France  had  not  the  slightest  color  of  justice  nor 
reason  to  make  war  upon  Mexico.  The  pretexts  which  she  has  adopted  have 
been  so  notoriously  flimsy  that  she  has  been  unable  to  maintain  them  for  any 
length  of  time,  and,  for  one  vear,  which  has  already  elapsed  since  the  ex- 
pedition reached  Mexico,  she  has  changed  them  several  times*  She  began  by 
saying  that  she  only  proposed  to  obtain  the  nayment  of  the  French  reclamations ; 
subsequently  she  alleged  that  she  intended  to  free  the  Mexican  people  from 
the  tyranny  of  an  onpressive  government,  and  now  she  pretends  that  she  in- 
tends to  give  to  the  Mexican  people  the  liberty  of  constituting  the  government 
it  may  desire,  and  to  make  Mexico  a  great  nation.  It  is  not  possible  to  imagine 
what  may  be  the  next  explanation  she  may  give  of  her  vandal  proceedings 
against  Mexico. 

The  rupture  of  Orizaba  indicates  that  France  had  a  fixed  and  premeditated 
plan,  which  she  is  determined  to  carry  out  at  any  risk,  even  at  the  expense  of 
the  immense  moral  responsibility  which  that  rupture  occasioned  her ;  even  at  the 
expense  of  causing  a  coldness  in  her  relations  with  her  own  allies,  and  of  bring- 
ing down  upon  herself  their  jealousy  and  that  of  the  American  nations,  which 
cannot  view  with  indifference  the  highly  aggressive  conduct  of  the  Emperor. 

The  payment  of  the  French  claims  cannot  have  been  the  cause  of  the  war, 
both  owing  to  the  notorious  insignificance  of  these,  and  because  the  Mexican 
government  has,  on  repeated  occasions,  offered  to  recognize  and  guarantee 
the  payment  of  such  of  them  as  are  just.  The  overthrow  of  a  government 
which,  by  a  singular  contradiction,  is  supposed  to  be  tyrannical,  while  it  is  at 
the  same  time  powerless,  can  neither  be  the  cause  of  the  war,  because,  inde- 
pendently of  this  being  an  affiur  which  exclusively  appertains  to  the  Mexicans, 
it  is  seen  that  the  Emperor  has  sustained  bv  the  force  of  arms  the  government 
of  the  Sultan,  to  which  the  epithets  which  that  of  France  has  permitted  itself  to 
apply  to  the  government  of  Mexico  exactly  apply.  The  pretended  desire  that 
the  Mexican  people  should  give  to  itself,  with  full  freedom,  the  government  it 
xnay  desire  can  still  less  be  the  object  of  the  war,  since  no  one  can  doubt  that 
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such  an  object  could  be  better  ^d  more  efficaciously  accomplished  by  letting 
the  Mexican  people  alone  than  by  occupying  their  principal  cities,  their  mili- 
tary positions ;  by  disarming  and  subjugating  it  with  40,000  foreign  bayonets. 

It  is  indubitable  that  one  of  the  objects  of  the  expedition  has  been  to  ac- 
quire a  base  of  operations  against  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  develop- 
ing the  projects  which  the  Emperor  may  have  conceived  against  this  country. 
I  do  not,  however,  believe  that  this  has  been  the  only,  nor  even  the  principal, 
object  which  the  Emperor  has  proposed  to  himself  in  his  expedition  against 
Mexico.  It  is  more  likely  that  his  plans,  with  respect  to  the  United  States, 
are  the  consequences  of  those  which  he  has  in  relation  to  Mexico.  He  put  off 
the  expedition  until  such  time  as  the  United  States  were  unable  to  prevent  it 
No  one  ignores  that  it  would  not  have  been  undertaken,  much  less  that  the 
character  it  now  has  would  have  been  given  to  it  if  the  United  States  had  con- 
tinued in  peace.  The  expedition  against  Mexico  is,  therefore,  the  main  object, 
and  the  plans  against  the  United  States  the  accessory  end. 

In  my  opinion,  the  Emperor  proposes,  in  case  everything  shall  turn  out  as  he 
desires,  to  make  of  Mexico  a  French  dependency,  either  as  a  colony,  or  either  with 
the  pompous  name  of  kingdom,  upon  whose  tnrone  he  would  probably  place  a 
member  of  the  Napoleonic  dynasty ;  but  which,  substantially,  would  remain  as 
dependent  upon  France  as  the  Island  of  Cuba  is  now  to  Spain.  He  would 
evidently  endeavor  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  his  possessions,  not  only  towards 
the  south,  which  would  be  a  necessary  consequence  of  his  success  in  Mexico, 
but  also  towards  the  north. 

For  the  development  of  these  views  he  must  greatly  rely  upon  the  French 
element  which  predominates  among  the  population  of  Louisiana,  and  upon  the 
blindness  of  the  leaders  of  the  southern  insurrection,  who  would  prefer  to  fall 
under  a  foreign  yoke  rather  than  return  to  the  Union. 

But  if  so  vast  a  project  should  fail,  which  scarcely  may  be  called  one  that 
can  be  realized,  owing  to  the  immense  difficulties  which  it  would  meet  with 
both  in  America  and  in  Europe,  there  remains  to  him  the  last  resource  of 
appropriating  to  himself  a  part  of  the  Mexican  territory  as  an  indemnity  for 
the  expenses  of  the  war.  The  way  has  been  carefully  prepared  to  that  end. 
Prior  even  to  the  departure  of  the  French  expedition  from  France,  the  im- 
perial government  had  already  declared,  although  in  an  incidental  manner,  and 
in  order  not  to  attract  attention,  that  Mexico  should  pay  the  expenses  of  a  war 
which  she  has  not  provoked,  and  which  is  the  most  unjust  which  has  been 
witnessed  in  this  century.  M.  Thouvenel  said  to  Admired  Jurien,  in  the  in- 
structions which  he  gave  to  him  on  the  11th  of  November,  1861,  ^annexed  to 
my  note  to  your  department  of  the  16th  of  February  last,)  what  follows  : 

"  This  measure  (that  of  occupying  the  Mexican  ports  and  of  collecting  the 
custom-house  duties)  will  have  the  result  of  guaranteeing  to  us  the  payment  of 
the  sums  and  of  the  several  indemnifications  which  have  already  been,  or  maj 
hereafter  be,  carried  to  the  account  of  Mexico  as  a  claim  for  indemnity  for  the 
war." 

This  principle,  once  adopted,  it  seems  that  the  French  government  has  pro- 
posed to  itself  to  spend  with  full  hands,  in  order  to  increase  the  sum,  which  it  is 
proposed  to  exact  of  Mexico,  to  the  greatest  possible  number  of  millions.  With 
this  purpose  it  has  commenced  to  construct  a  railroad  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Orizaba; 
it  has  paid,  clothed,  and  armed  the  deluded  Mexicans  whom  the  traitors,  Al- 
monte and  Marquez,  retain  with  the  French,  declaring  that  these  expenses  are 
advances  which  the  republic  will  have  to  pay  hereafter. 

As  the  situation  of  Mexico  is  such,  according  to  the  expression  of  the  French 
government,  *'  that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  immediate  pecuniary  payments," 
France  will  desire  to  cause  herself  to  be  paid  with  territory  what  cannot  be 
given  to  her  in  money.  In  reference  to  this  incident  she  has  the  precedent  of 
what  the  United  States  did  with  Mexico  in  1847.    This  explains  why  the 
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•Vench  goverament  called  attention  so  frequently,  through  the  medium  of  the 
liniflter  without  a  portfolio,  M.  Billault,  m  the  explanations  which  he  gave 
a  the  legislative  hodj  upon  the  affairs  of  Mexico,  in  the  session  of  the  26th  of 
Tune  last,  to  the  example  of  the  United  States,  eulogizing  it  and  presenting  it  as 
rorthy  of  heing  imitated. 

This  object  would  be  comparatively  ea&y  to  obtain.  If  they  succeeded  in  oc- 
upying  the  capital,  they  would  establish  in  it  the  shadow  of  a  government  which, 
Lowever  much  thev  might  endeavor  to  make  it  appear  as  the  emanation  of  the 
K>pular  vote,  would  be  nothing  more  than  the  creature  and  instrument  of  France, 
yith  this  show  of  a  government,  they  would,  of  course,  make  such  arrange- 
aents  as  they  pleased,  and  from  it  would  obtain  the  cession  of  the  richest  portion 
>f  the  Mexican  territory.  At  the  same  time,  or  perhaps  before,  France  would 
>au8e  this  same  territory  to  be  militarily  occupied,  in  order  to  .consummate  the 
ict  of  her  acquisition.  These  arrangements  being  concluded,  the  Emperor 
vould  leave  to  their  own  fate  the  traitors  who  had  sold  their  country.  Their 
all  would  be  of  no  consequence  to  him  if  the  government  which  should  be 
>rganized  afterwards  shoula  recognize  the  cession.  If  it  did  not  recognize  it, 
his  would  be  a  pretext  for  another  war,  whose  result  would  be  a  new  acquisi- 
ion  of  territory. 

What  may  be  the  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory  upon  which  the  covetous 
iyes  of  the  Emperor  have  fixed  themselves,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conjecture,  if  his 
iesire  of  making  a  maritime  power  of  France  is  taken  into  consideration,  to  insure 
ler  the  commerce  of  the  east,  and  to  obtain  an  inexhaustible  mine  whence  to  draw 
;he  necessary  gold  to  meet  the  immense  expenses  of  the  numerous  armies  which 
be  keeps  under  organization,  the  extravagant  projects  which  he  has  conceived, 
md  the  incessant  wars  with  which  he  disturbs  the  peace  of  the  world,  and 
ittempts  to  divert  oppressed  France.  Upon  the  west  coast  of  Mexico  he  would 
believe  he  could  find  these  dreamed  of  treasures,  and  on  the  isthmus  of  Tehuan- 
kepec  a  way  of  communication  which  would  insure  him  the  trade  with  the  east. 

The  information  recently  received  from  Paris  that  the  French  government 
liad  entered  into  contracts  to  supply  provisions  for  two  years  to  its  army  in 
liexico,  clearly  shows  that  the  intention  of  the  Emperor  is  not  to  occupy  the 
Mexican  territory  for  a  short  period  of  time.  Even  the  establishment  of  a  line 
df  steamboats  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Saint  Nazaire,  which,  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, would  not  have  had  anything  in  it  to  attract  attention,  and  which 
would  even  have  been,  on  the  contrary*,  greatly  applauded  by  the  Mexican 
people,  cannot  now  be  considered  except  as  another  of  the  measures  to  which 
recourse  has  been  had  to  facilitate  the  development  and  prosecution  of  the  Napo- 
leonic plans  in  Mexico.  The  acceptance  which  France  not  long  since  has  made 
)f  the  protectorate  of  the  republic  of  Ecuador,  indicates  also  with  equal  certainty 
;hat  the  Emperor  loses  no  opportunity  of  extending  his  influence  in  America, 
md  influence  to  which  he  will  subsequently  know  how  to  give  the  direction  it 
suits  him. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  making  known  to  you  confidentially  my  opinion  upon 
Lhe  Napoleonic  tendencies  in  America,  formed  in  view  of  the  events  which  have 
transpired  up  to  this  period,  because  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty,  whatever  may  be 
the  opinions  of  this  government,  and  the  policy  it  may  think  proper  to  follow  in 
the  present  complications,  to  indicate  to  you  the  imminent  danger,  not  only  to 
Siexico,  but  to  the  whole  American  continent,  of  which  the  United  States  occupy 
et  very  great  portion. 

I  avail  myself,  with  pleasure,  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the 
UBurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.f  ^c. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

WaihingUm,  January  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  read  with  interest  and  attention  the  confidential  note  which  yon 
did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  under  date  of  the  27th  nltimo  in  relation  to 
Franco-Mexican  affairs. 

I  beg  yon  to  accept  mj  thanks  for  the  full,  frank,  and  forcible  expression  of 
your  views,  and  to  believe  that  they  will  receive  my  serious  consideration. 
I  avail,  &c., 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Matias  Romero,  i^e.^  ifc.,  ^c. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[TnuiBlation.] 


Mexican  Legation, 
Washingtont  January  8,  1863. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  corre- 
spondence from  Mexico,  the  dates  of  which  reach  up  to  the  19th  November 
last,  from  the  capital  of  the  republic,  and  to  the  1st  of  December  from  Vem 
Cruz. 

llie  meeting,  which  took  place  on  the  20th  October  previous,  of  the  general 
congress,  composed  of  representatives  from  all  the  States  which  form  the  Mex- 
ican confederation,  freely  chosen  by  the  people,  according  to  the  constitution, 
in  the  midst  of  disturbances  consequent  upon  a  foreign  invasion,  demonstrates 
very  clearly  how  entirely  unfounded  are  the  calumnies  which  have  been  circu- 
lated in  Europe  bv  the  government  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  respecting 
the  supposed  mutability  of  the  present  government  of  Mexico,  and  of  the  bar- 
barism with  which  it  was  asserted  it  tyrannized  over  the  people  of  the  republic. 
The  speech  which  was  delivered  by  the  president  of  the  United  Mexican  States 
at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  the  general  congress,  and  the  reply  of  the 
president  of  the  congress,  of  which  documents  I  have  the  honor  to  endose  copies 
to  you,  with  my  notes  of  the  25th  November,  referred  to,  demonstrate  with  no 
less  proof  the  patriotic  spirit  which  animated  the  executive  authority  and  con- 
gress of  Mexico  in  their  determination  to  resist  to  the  last  hazard  the  iniquitous 
French  invasion.  The  decree  passed  by  congress  on  the  29th  of  October  afore- 
said, of  which  I  also  sent  a  copy  with  my  note  above  referred  to,  proves  the 
great  confidence  which  the  assembly  has  in  the  president  and  his  cabinet. 

In  the  month  of  November  last  the  French  army  endeavored  in  extending  the 
sphere  of  its  action,  and  despatched  expeditions  for  the  purpose  of  occupying 
Jalapa,  Tampico,  and  the  towns  on  the  coast  to  the  south  of  Vera  Cruz.  The 
defence  of  Jalapa  dot  entering  into  the  plan  of  the  campaign  adopted  by  the 
Mexican  government,  that  city  was  abandoned  by  the  national  forces,  and  on 
the  7th  of  said  November  it  was  peaceably  occupied  by  General  Berthier,  at 
the  head  of  4,000  men.  The  citizens  of  Jalapa,  who  with  severe  pain  resigned 
themselves  to  allowing  the  invaders  to  take  possession  of  their  hearths,  thought 
they  ought  in  some  manner  to  oppose  the  enemy,  before  he  could  occupy  that 
city,  which  they  did  with  eood  result,  as  appears  by  the  report  made  to  the 
Mexican  government  upon  the  occupation  of  Jalapa  by  the  French,  and  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  in  copy,  (No.  6,)  among  the  annexed  documents. 
The  occupation  once  being  accompluhed,  the  citizens  broke  up  into  guerillas, 
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ch  continue  assailing  the  enemy  withoat  intermission,  occasioning  to  bim 
siderable  losses.  The  occupation  of  Tampico,  Alvarado,  and  Tlacotalpam 
I  also  effected  withoat  resistance,  the  inhabitants  always  flying  from  the 
^es  occupied,  either  to  organize  as  guerillas  and  war  upon  the  aggressor,  or 
well  the  ranks  of  the  national  army. 
?he  French  army,  weakened  by  such  movements,  it  became  more  difficult  for 

commence  its  operations  aeainst  the  Mexican  army.  It  seems  General  Forey 
ight  so,  and  he  turned  to  the  concentration  of  his  troops,  withdrawing  those 
lad  ordered  to  Tampico,  and  making  those  that  had  gone  to  Jalapa  to  march 
n  Puebla  in  combination  with  those  he  had  to  take  ^om  Orizaba.     Tampico 

the  other  points  on  the  sea-coast  occupied  by  the  French  have  remained 
risoned  by  the  ships-of-war. 

Totwithstanding  this  co-operation,  and  notwithstanding  the  arrival  in  the  re- 
lic, and  the  advance  into  the  interior,  of  the  number  of  troops  which  the  £m- 
)r  thought  sufficient  to  take  the  capital,  there  is  as  vet  no  indication  that 
city  of  Puebla  will  be  very  soon  attacked;  but,  on  the  contrary,  if  faith  is 
»e  siven  to  the  rumors  which  were  in  circulation  in  the  French  encampment, 

which  are  now  confirmed  by  the  news  recently  received  from  Europe,  Gen- 

Forey  has  asked  his  government  for  fresh  reinforcements,  the  despatch  of 
ch  he  considers  indispensable  to  obtain  a  fortunate  issue  for  his  operations, 
reneral  Forey,  following  up  his  system  of  attempting  to  entice  to  his  ranks 

Mexican  leaders  intrusted  with  the  defence  of  the  independence  of  their 
atry,  addressed  to  General  Gonzales  Ortega  the  letter  which  I  transmit 
>ng  the  documents  annexed,  and  which  was  answered  by  the  Mexican  gen- 

in  the  worthy,  courteous,  and  patriotic  manner  you  will  see  in  his  response, 
ch  I  also  send  annexed,  and  to  which  I  especially  invite  your  attention. 
leral  Gonzales  Ortega  has  been,  in  his  reply  to  General  Forey,  the  faithful 
in  of  the  sentiments  of  the  army  and  people  of  Mexico,  whom  it  is  not  pos- 
3  to  hallucinate  with  hypocritical  promises  of  betraying  French  agents, 
eral  Forey  has  continued  to  issue  proclamations,  in  which  he  tries  to  deceive 
Mexican  people  respecting  what  he  calls  the  ti*ue  purpose  of  French  inter- 
Dce,  which  has  been  entirely  misunderstood  by  the  people  of  the  republic, 
lassing  through  Cordova,  on  the  way  to  Orizaba,  he  addressed  to  the  inhabit- 

of  that  city  the  proclamation  which  is  among  the  documents  mentioned 
he  subjoined  index,  (No.  8,)  and  by  which  two  things  appear :  Ist.  That, 
•rding  to  the  express  confession  of  the  general,  the  Cordovans  are  hostile  to 
ach  interference ;  2d.  That  the  said  general  cannot  consider  the  government 
iexico  as  the  expression  of  the  national  will  through  its  past  conduct;  from 
ch  it  clearly  follows  that,  even  in  the  opinion  of  General  Forey,  the  govem- 
t  of  Mexico  is  the  faithful  expression  of  the  national  will  in  its  present  con- 
\  and  in  the  palpable  manner  in  which  such  national  will  has  been  manifested, 
u  arriving  at  Orizaba,  General  Forey  published  another  proclamation,  in 
:h,  under  the  pretext  of  giving  to  the  Mexican  people  his  impressions  by  the 
,  as  he  says,  and  endeavoring  to  gain  his  will  by  false  promises,  he  begins 
udumniating  most  grossly  the  government  which  the  people  freely  gave  to 
oselves,  and  are  preparing  to  sustain  at  the  cost  of  their  blood ;  and  from  the 
3  of  the  roads  in  the  republic,  which  have,  on  purpose,  been  made  impassa- 
to  obstruct  the  march  of  the  invaders,  and  other  ills  the  country  suffers, 
le  necessary  conseauence  of  war,  he  pretends  to  deduce  the  powerlessness 
be  government  of  Mexico  to  do  good.  This  proclamation  contains,  never- 
ess,  the  important  declaration  that  what  was  published  at  Vera  Cruz,  on  the 
ing  of  General  Forey  on  the  24th  of  September  last,  and  of  which  I  sent 
a  copy,  as  number  4  annexed  to  my  note  of  31st  October  following,  to  your 
irtmeot,  was  drawn  up  by  the  En^eror.  We  have  therefore  the  very  words 
is  Majesty  respecting  what  he  means  to  do  in  Mexico,  and  we  will  not  be 
,  I  am  sure,  in  seeing  them  contradicted  by  facts. 
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General  Forey  avers  in  this  proclamation  that  France  sends  to  Mexico  an  army 
tbat  has  no  eaual  in  order  and  discipline.  Among  the  documents  recently 
brought  from  Vera  Cruz  is  one  which  I  transmit  to  you  in  copy  ajs  No.  7,  by 
which  it  appears  that  on  the  night  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  November  last  the 
French  forces  assembled  at  Vera  Cruz  gave  themselves  up  to  the  greatest  dis- 
orders, taking  by  active  violence  various  effects  from  the  groggeries  of  the  city, 
and  destroying  others ;  besides  what  happened  at  Vera  Cruz  in  the  case  of  the 
American  citizen,  Mr.  Mocquardt,  and  of  which  the  proofs  exist  in  the  archives 
of  your  department,  proofs  as  to  what  degree  of  order  and  discipline  Greneral 
Forey  may  correctly  attribute  to  those  under  his  command.  I  do  not  speak  of 
other  cases  in  which  the  improper  conduct  of  the  invading  army  stands  forth 
more  prominently,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  charge  which  is  not  justi- 
fied by  present  and  irrefragable  proof. 

Furthermore,  it  is  highly  significative  that  General  Forey  does  not  in  bis 
proclamation  touch  the  international  question,  and  confines  himself  to  speaking 
of  the  internal  condition  of  the  country.  This  proclamation,  as  well  as  that 
issued  at  Cordova,  shows  that  they  had  no  further  object  than  to  attract  the 
sympathies  of  the  Mexican  people  in  favor  of  the  French  expedition.  An  attempt 
of  the  same  kind  was  made  with  the  purely  indigenous  population  by  the  colonel 
of  the  first  regiment  of  Zouaves,  who  is  acting  as  the  military  commandant  at 
Cordova,  who  published  in  the  Mexican  language  the  allocution  of  which  I  send 
you  copy  in  English,  with  the  documents  annexed.  This  incident,  trifling  in 
appearance,  discovers  the  tendencies  of  the  French  government. 

There  also  has  happened  at  Orizaba  another  incident  which  demonstrates 
what  is  the  theory  of  popular  elections  which  the  French  purpose  to  develop  in 
Mexico.  The  ayimtamiento  of  Orizaba  gave  in  its  resignation  because  it  had 
not  been  elected  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  country.  General  Forey 
proceeded  to  elect  a  new  one,  conforming  himself,  as  far  as  possible,  according 
to  his  words,  to  the  laws  of  the  country.  By  his  order  some  citizens  of  Orizaba 
were  invited,  among  whom  were  fifteen  foreigners,  who,  perhaps,  in  the  gen- 
eral's opinion,  represented  the  people  of  the  city,  assembled  in  the  city  hall. 
M.  Billard,  commandant  of  battalion,  presented  himself  to  tell  them,  by  order 
of  General  Forev,  that,  desiring  that  the  new  ayuntamiento  should  combine  all 
legalities  attainable,  he  had  received  orders  from  the  general  in  person  to  pre- 
sent to  the  meeting  a  list  of  those  persons  who,  in  the  judgment  of  the  general, 
ought  to  compose  the  new  ayuntamiento,  to  the  end  that  those  present  m^ht 
manifest  with  entire  freedom  their  wish  to  elect  whom  they  might  choose.  The 
details  of  this  farce  of  popular  election  you  will  find  in  the  documents  which  I 
send  annexed  as  Nos.  11  and  12.  The  attention  is  much  drawn  to  the  scruple 
General  Forey  had  as  to  conforming  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  when  the  true 
object  of  the  expedition  is  to  subvert  these,  and  to  substitute  for  them  others  in 
diametrical  opposition ;  and  to  the  manner,  as  singular,  in  which  he  understands 
and  carries  them  out.  General  Forey,  following  the  French  practice,  according 
to  which  the  prefects  present  the  candidates  of  the  government  for  the  position 
of  deputy  to  the  legislative  body,  in  order  to  elect  an  ayuntamiento,  which 
scarcely  has  any  political  importance,  makes  a  commander  of  battalion  head  of 
his  political  bureau,  organizes  an  electoral  college  composed  of  people  of  his 
own  selection,  and  presents  candidates  by  superior  orders. 

I  also  send  to  you  among  the  documents  subjoined  the  decision  of  General 
Forey,  to  which  I  referred  in  my  note,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your 
department,  on  the  27th  December  last  past,  in  relation  to  the  French  treasury 
paying  the  wages  of  the  deluded  Mexicans  that  the  traitors,  Almonte  and  Mar- 
quez,  retain  in  the  ranks  of  the  French 

With  my  said  note  of  25th  November  last  I  had  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the 
department  copy  of  various  letters  addressed  to  M.  J.  6.  Jecker  by  his  relatives, 
iiiends,  and  partners  in  £urope,  which  were  intercepted  by  the  Mexican  gov- 
enunent.     To-day  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy,  in  Fnglish,  (No.  14,)  of  other 
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letters  lately  intercepted.  They  all  reveal  what  have  been  the  real  motives  of  the 
French  expedition  against  Mexico,  what  the  interests  that  sustain  it,  and  what 
will  be  its  results  if,  unhappily,  it  should  obtain  successful  issue.  The  import- 
ance of  such  letters  authorizes  me  to  call  to  them  the  serious  attention  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^r.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


[Translation.] 
MEXICAN  LEGATION  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

Index  of  documenU  which  the  Mexican  legation  at  Washington  transmits  this 
day  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States,  annexed  to  his  note  of 
this  date. 


No. 

Date. 

From  whom  and  to  whom. 

Contents. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 
7 

8 

1862. 
Nov.     16 

Novp     10 

Nov.    16 
Nov.     17 

Nov.     16 
Nov.    15 
Nov.      4 

Oct.      22 
Nov.      3 
.  •  •  •  do  •  •  •  • 

Gen.  Ortega  toGen.  Blanco. 

Gen.  Forey  to  Gen.  Ortega. 

Gen.  Ortega  to  Gen.  Forey. 
Gen.  Blanco  to  Gen.  Ortega. 

Gen.  Ortega  to  Gen.  Blanco. 

Messrs.  Yelez  and  Zayago  to 

Gen.  Ortega. 
Los  comerciantes  Espafioles 

al  consul  de  EspaAa. 

Accompanying  copy  of  communications  ex- 
changed with  Gen.  Forey  about  the  French 
invasion. 

Invitation  to  Gen.  Ortega  to  unite  himself  to 
the  cause  of  interference. 

Reply  to  the  preceding. 

Communicates  to  him  that  the  president  ap- 
proves his  answer  to  Gen.  Forey,  and  that 
he  has  ordered  it  to  be  published. 

Remits  report  of  the  occupation  of  Jalapa  by 
the  French. 

Report  of  the  occupation  of  Jalapa  by  the 
French. 

Complaint  against  the  disorder  committed  at 
Vera  Cruz  by  the  French  army  on  the 
night  of  2d  and  8d  of  November,  1862. 

Proclamation  published  at  Cordova  by  Gen. 

9 

Forey. 
Proclamation  published  at  Orizaba  by  the 

10 

same  general. 

Proclamation  by  the  colonel  of  the  1st  regi- 
ment of  Zouaves,  circulated  in  the  Mexican 
language  to  the  indigenous  population  of 
the  republic. 

Minute  upon  the  election  of  the  ayuntami- 
ento  of  Orizaba. 

Proclamation  of  Gen.  Forey  upon  the  same. 

The  commander  of  battalion,   M.   Billard, 

11 

Nov.      2 

Nov.      8 
Nov.      2 

1? 

13 

14 

communicates  the  order  of  Gen.  Forey  that 
the  French  commissary  should  pay  the 
wages  of   the  soldiers  of   Almonte  and 
Marquez. 
Four  letters  addressed  to  M.  J.  B.  Jecker.  bv 

relatives,  friends,  and  partners  in  Europe. 

WASHnroToir,  Jamunry  8,  1868. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 29 


ROMERO. 
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No.  1. 

[Tranfilation.] 

Army  of  the  East,  General-tn-chikf. 
Citizen  Minister  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  certified  copies  of 
the  communications  exchanged  between  General  Forey  and  mvself.     Be  pleased 
to  commimicate  them  to  the  citizen  constitutional  president  of  the  republic. 
Liberty  and  reform. 
Headquarters  at  Zaragoza,  November  16,  1862. 

J.  GONZALES  ORTEGA. 
The  Citizen  Minister  of  War,  Mexico. 

Washington,  January  8,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMEBO. 


No.  2. 

[TransIatioD.] 

Expeditionary  Corps  to  Mexico, 
Headquarters  of  the  General-in-Chief, 

Orizaba,  November  10,  1862. 

• 

General  :  Not  being  aware  of  the  return  to  Puebla  of  the  coachman  who 
conducted  to  Orizaba,  by  order  of  your  excellency,  the  two  French  soldiers, 
one  of  whom  was  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from  your  excellency  and  a  medal,  I 
could  not  answer  the  letter  of  your  excellency  to  return  you  my  thanks  for 
having  placed  these  soldiers  at  liberty.  I  am  also  obliged  to  your  excellency 
for  having  returned  to  my  hands  tne  medal  of  a  Zouave.  This  will  be  a 
precious  souvenir  for  his  family,  to  whom  I  shall  remit  it. 

It  would  be  repugnant  to  me,  even  from  any  motive  of  humanity,  to  have  to 
enter  into  correspondence  with  the  government  of  Mexico,  which  does  not 
respect  those  laws,  as  it  seems  from  the  manner  in  which  it  practices  them; 
but  I  do  not  feel  any  reluctance  whatever  in  acknowledging,  by  means  of  a 
polite  letter,  a  delicate  attention  of  your  excellency,  whom  I  esteem  as  a  brave 
soldier,  without  confounding  you  with  the  government  vou  serve,  and  regretting, 
at  the  same  time,  that  your  valiant  sword  should  not  be  found  in  the  service  of 
a  better  cause  for  your  country,  which  it  is  so  necessary  should  rise  from  the 
unhappy  situation  in  which  deplorable  intestine  struggles  have  plunged  it. 

I  enclose  to  your  excellency  a  proclamation  which  I  have  addressed  to  the 
Mexicans,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  understand  still  more  clearly  the  praise- 
worthy intentions  of  France. 

Your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  receive,  general,  the  assurance  of  my 
sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem. 

FOREY, 
General  ofDiv^ian,  Senator,  Commander-in-chief  of  the 

Expeditionary  Corp$  to  Mexico, 

Washington,  January  8,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 
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No.  3. 

[Translation.] 

Army  of  the  East,  Hbadquakters  of  the  General-in-Chief, 

Puehla  de  Zaragoza^  November  16,  1862. 

General:  With  the  note  of  your  excellency,  of  the  10th  instant,  dated  in 
Orizaba,  I  have  received  the  proclamation  which  you  have  addressed  to  the 
Mexicans,  and  Which  you  have  been  pleased  to  enclose  to  me. 

If  the  first  of  these  papers  had  only  contained  the  expressions  of  acknowl- 
edgment which  your  excellency  was  pleased  to  make  in  it  for  the  restoration  to 
their  liberty  of  four  French  prisoners,  on  the  5th  of  May;  if  it  had  been  limited 
to  acknowledging  to  me  the  receipt  of  the  communication  in  which  I  returned 
to  your  excellency  the  medal  of  a  Zouave,  and  to  its  favorable  mention  of  my 
person,  I  should  not  have  had  a  single  word  to  say,  except  to  preserve  toward 
a  French  general,  and  in  a  manner  purely  personal,  a  debt  of  gratitude ;  but 
this  letter,  general,  contains  expressions  insulting  to  the  government  of  my 
country,  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  to  the  land  of  my  birth,  because  that 
government  is  the  expression  of  the  free  will  of  the  people  of  that  laud.  I  have, 
therefore,  to  say  to  your  excellency  a  few  words  in  answer,  although  they  may 
be,  and,  up  to  a  certain  point,  I  believe  they  are,  unnecessary,  after  what  has 
been  said  in  a  multitude  of  official  documents,  and  has  been  set  forth  also  by  the 
preas  of  the  Americas,  and  even  that  of  Europe,  in  those  countries  where  there 
is  liberty  of  the  press ;  but  if  I  have  determined  to  enter  upon  them  in  this 
communication,  it  is  that  there  should  not  pass  unnoticed  certain  expressions 
injurious  to  the  honor  of  Mexico. 

I  commence  by  stating  to  your  excellency,  setting  aside  the  personal  affection 
I  have  for  the  present  president  of  the  Mexican  republic,  that  I  am  not  decayed 
(enganchado)  into  the  military  service  of  my  country.  I  neither  live  nor  have 
I  ever  lived  by  the  profession  of  soldier,  nor  am  I  under  any  compulsion  what- 
ever to  proceed  in  a  certain  manner  under  the  pressure  of  the  government  of 
Mexico.  A  citizen,  free  and  independent,  as  there  are  in  republics,  I  have  come 
from  hundreds  of  leagues  to  offer,  in  the  class  of  subaltern,  my  sword  and  what- 
ever I  am,  to  the  Mexican  government,  because  that  government  is  that  which 
has  been  established  by  the  people  of  the  republic,  the  only  source  of  authority 
among  us;  because  that  government  is  the  emanation  of  the  democracy  of  Mex- 
ico, and  because  the  defence  of  that  government  implies  nothing  less  than  the 
defence  of  the  autonomy  and  rights  of  my  country — ^principles  which  I  shall 
defend  at  all  cost. 

Your  excellency  says  that  it  would  be  repugnant  to  you,  even  for  a  motive  of 
humanity,  to  enter  into  correspondence  witn  the  government  of  Mexico.  I  do 
not  understand,  in  truth,  what  just  reason  can  be  the  motive  of  this  repugnance 
on  your  part,  and  I  therefore  believe  that  the  calumnies  of  certain  bad  Mexicans 
who  have  exerted  themselves,  on  account  of  political  hatreds,  to  misrepresent 
the  acts  of  the  present  president  of  the  republic,  is  what  has  caused  your 
excellency  to  form,  with  respect  to  him,  an  erroneous  opinion.  In  corroboration 
of  this  truth,  I  have  to  make  known  to  you  that  all  the  French  prisoners  who 
have  been  placed  at  liberty  by  General  Zaragoza,  and  by  the  undersigned,  have 
been  so  released  with  the  acquiescence  and  by  the  authority  of  the  president  of 
the  republic— citizen  Benito  Juarez — that  is,  by  the  man  whom  you  suppose 
does  not  respect  even  the  clearest  and  most  ordinary  principles  of  natural  law. 

Be,  however,  whatever  it  may,  the  field  upon  which  the  actual  diplomatic 
question  may  be  placed  by  the  accidents  of  the  war,  the  person  who  in  Mexico 
represents  France  will  have  to  address  himself,  sooner  or  later,  to  this  same  gov- 
ernment, because  it  is  the  only  one  which  has  received  the  authority  of  the 
nation  to  represent  it. 
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How  would  it  appear  to  General*  Forey  if  I,  on  directing  to  him  a  communi- 
cation, polite  and  respectful  with  regard  to  him  personally,  should  insult  the 
government  of  Napoleon  III  ?  Would  he  look  with  impassibility  and  indiffer- 
ence upon  my  phrases,  although,  on  my  part,  there  might  be  some  justification, 
when  the  soil  which  was  bequeathed  to  me  by  my  ancestors,  and  upon  which  I 
first  saw  the  light,  is  invaded  by  French  troops?  I  leave  your  excellency  to 
reply  to  me  as  a  gentleman,  as  a  soldier,  and  as  a  Frenchman. 

I  return  to  your  excellency  the  note  referred  to,  and  the  proclamation  enclosed 
in  it,  because  I  do  not  wish  that  documents  of  this  character  should  be  preserved 
in  an  official  manner  in  my  archives.  Notwithstanding  this,  your  excellency 
will  find  me  disposed  to  reply  to  all  notes  in  which  observance  is  had  of  the 
rules  and  proprieties  established  by  law  of  nations,  and  which  are  regarded  by 
all  civilized  nations  of  the  globe,  without  calling  to  mind  the  conduct  which  hais 
been  pursued  toward  Mexico ;  for,  with  regard  to  this,  public  opinion  and  history 
is  occupied  in  placing  the  facts  in  the  place  to  which  they  belong.  So,  also,  yon 
will  find  me  disposed  to  reply  with  arms  to  tHe  unjust  war  made  upon  us. 

I  return  to  your  excellency,  also,  the  terms  of  attention  with  which  you  favor 
me ;  and,  in  return,  permit  me  also  to  say,  with  the  greatest  sincerity,  that  I 
hope  that  the  valiant  and  illustrious  French  general  who  conquered  so  many  and 
so  well-merited  laurels  in  Africa,  augmenting  the  glory  of  trance,  will  compre- 
hend her  true  interests  in  the  present  question,  which  are  not,  in  truth,  to  imite 
with  a  few  discontented  politicians  in  order  to  make  war  upon  a  nation  which 
has  always  preserved  the  greatest  sympathy  for  France,  liberal  and  progressive; 
that  he  may  comprehend  the  inalienable  rights  of  Mexico,  sustained  by  the 
opinion,  almost  unanimous,  of  all  the  people  of  the  republic,  and  that  same 
opinion  sanctioned  in  a  solemn  manner  by  the  late  official  documents  of  the 
sovereign  congress ;  and  that  he  may  take  in  anticipation  the  step  that  later  will 
be  marked  out  by  necessity,  even  if  by  the  hazards  and  caprices  of  war  victory 
should  be  everywhere  propitious  to  him. 

Your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  accept  personally  the  assurances  of  my 
esteem  and  consiaeration. 

Liberty,  independence,  and  reform. 

ORTEGA, 
Mexican  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  East, 

The  General  of  Division, 

Senator,  and  Command-er-in-Chiefofthe 

Expeditionary  Corps  to  Mexico,  Orizaba. 

Washington,  January  8,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  4. 
[Translation.] 

Department  op  War  and  Navy,  First  Bureau, 

Mexico,  November  17,  1862. 

I  have  submitted  to  the  president  your  communication  of  yesterday's  date, 
accompanying  copies  of  the  letter  addressed  to  you  by  the  general-in-chief  of 
the  French  army,  and  your  reply  thereto. 

.The  president  directs  me  to  say  to  yoti,  in  answer,  that  he  approves  of  the 
very  dignified  conduct  you  observed  in  this  affair,  and  of  the  loyal,  frank,  and 
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proper  language  you  used  in  returning  to  the  French  general  his  said  letter,  in 
which,  disregarding  all  the  well-known  usages  among  civilized  countries,  he 
grossly  insults  the  national  government. 

The  citizen  president  has  directed,  besides,  that  those  communications 
(whose*  contents  had  already  been  the  subject  of  several  commentaries)  should 
be  published,  with  a  view  that  the  truth  should  be  known,  with  the  full  evidence 
in  the  case,  and  the  just  cause  of  Mexico  should  continue  to  be  defended,  with 
the  good  reasons  with  which  it  has  been  defended  from  the  beginning  by  all 
the  lovers  of  the  freedom  of  nations,  and  of  the  regard  due  to  their  sovereignty 
and  independence.     Liberty  and  reform. 

BLANCO. 

Citizen  Jesus  Gonzales  Ortega, 

General-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  East,  Puebla. 

Washington,  January  8,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  5. 

Headquarters  at  Zaragoza, 

Novemher  15,  1862. 
The  official  report  of  the  events  that  took  place  before  the  occupation  of 
Jalapa  by  the  enemy  not  having  been  received  at  these  headquarters,  1  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  thereof  which  has  been  communicated 
to  me  by  the  citizens  A.  M.  Velez  and  Bernardo  Sayago. 
Liberty  and  reform. 

J.  G.  ORTEGA, 
General-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  East, 
The  Citizen  Minister  op  War,  Mexico, 

Washington,  January  8,  1863. 
A  true  copy.  ROMERO. 


No.  6. 

[Translation] 

PuEBLA,  November  15,  1862. 

When  the  citizen  Diaz  Miron  arrived  at  Jalapa  to  take  the  command  of  the 
State  of  Vera  Cruz  the  national  guard  was  not  in  actual  service.  A  few  days 
afterwards  we  noticed  the  movement  that  was  taking  place  in  the  city  on  account 
of  the  local  guard  being  quartered  and  drilled,  and  we  heard  that  the  same  thing 
was  going  on  in  the  other  towns  of  the  district. 

Shortly  after  from  every  direction  began  to  arrive  armed  citizens,  and  we  saw 
the  soldiers  eager  to  go  to  meet  the  enemy,  which  was  known  to  be  approaching. 
The  merchants  of  Jalapa  gave  to  Miron  the  resources  they  could  under  the 
circumstances,  and  with  them  he  was  able  to  organize  his  commissariat  and  dress 
with  woollen  clothing  the  dragoons  of  citizen  Guesada. 

When  the  enemy  left  Paso  de  Onegas  we  heard  that  they  were  attacked  on 
the  road  by  some  guerillas  of  the  national  guard  of  Vera  Cruz  that  were  at  the 
Puente  Nacionale,  and  we  even  heard  that  Lieutenant  Figuerero,  whom  we 
afterwards  saw  alive,  had  been  killed.     The  Guesada  squadron  that  went  out 
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of  Jalapa  met  the  enemy  at  Palo  Gacho,  and  we  were  informed  by  the  paasen- 
gers  of  a  diligence  that  was  then  at  Plan  del  Rio,  and  came  afterwards  to 
Jalapa,  that  the  enemy  praised  the  courage  with  which  our  soldiers  fought,  and 
that  they  had  seen  some  of  them  killed  at  the  place  the  skirmish  occurred. 

We  heard  afterwards,  by  the  Mexican  teamsters  accompanying  the  French 
army,  that  the  corpses  of  our  soldiers  still  remained  at  the  same  place  devoured 
by  wild  beasts,  the  enemy  having  buried  their  dead  and  abandoned  ours. 

On  the  2d  instant  the  balance  of  the  troops  collected  by  Miron,  and  which 
were  estimated  in  all  at  about  2,000  men,  left  Jalapa,  and  it  was  said  on  the  4th 
that  the  enemy  advancing  from  Plan  del  Rio  three  regiments  and  some  cavalry, 
was  reconnoitring  Cerro  Gordo,  where  our  soldiers  were.  On  the  same  night 
some  stragglers  began  to  arrive  at  Jalapa,  and  we  heard  from  them  that  the 
enemy  having  attacked  the  CrestOn,  had  been  repulsed  for  some  distance  with 
the  loss  of  several  officers,  but  that  having  charged  again,  and  citizen  Manuel 
Alva,  commanding  the  battalion  of  Coatepec,  having  been  wounded,  our  soldiers 
were  demoralized,  and  they  withdrew  from  their  position  in  disorder,  although 
retaining  their  arms.  The  enemy  captured  a  mountain  howitzer  that  was  at 
Creston.  On  the  same  night  more  stragglers  arrived,  and  the  commissariat  left  on 
the  following  morning ;  the  stragglers  left  Jalapa,  going  towards  Flacolulain ; 
and  some  officers  that  came  to  communicate  some  orders,  gave  us  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  news  we  had  previously  heard,  adding  that  our  forces  having  been 
cut  off  by  the  enemy,  who  heard  from  our  prisoners  where  our  soldiers  were  am- 
bushed, they  had  withdrawn,  taking  with  them  three  mountain  howitzers  and 
their  i^rms. 

Flacolulain  having  been  designated  as  the  rallying  point,  on  the  5tb  Jalapa 
was  abandoned.  During  that  night  there  were  signs  that  some  rowdies  con- 
templated to  disturb  the  city,  and  with  the  object  of  preventing  this,  some  of 
the  citizens  organized  themselves  as  patrols  to  keep  the  peace.  One  of  these 
patrols  that  went  to  the  Santiago  ward  met  some  rowdies,  who  fired  at  the  patrol, 
killing  two  of  their  number  and  wounding  three,  no  further  disturbance  oc- 
curring. 

Early  in  the  morning,  citizen  Miron  arrived  with  100  men,  and  having  vis- 
ited the  city,  he  stationed  himself  at  the  garita  of  Mexico.  On  the  7th,  at  eleven 
o'clock,  the  enemy  appeared  at  the  garita  of  Vera  Cruz.  Figuerero,  with  twenty 
men,  entered  first,  reconnoitring  the  promenade  of  Berros. 

The  French  troops  took  the  carriage  road  towards  both  garitas,  and  only  a 
small  force  of  infantry  and  the  staff  of  General  Berthier  passed^  through  the 
principal  street.  All  the  houses  were  shut  and  the  streets  deserted.  The 
Frencn  battalion,  about  4,000  strong,  encamped  on  the  brow  of  the  Mucuiltepec 
hill,  on  the  pasture  grounds  of  the  Pedieguera  mill,  and  on  the  plantation  of 
Lucas  Martin. 

Twenty  Mexican  wagons  containing  wines  and  a  small  quantity  of  provisions, 
were  left  on  the  road  from  the  garita  of  Mexico  to  that  of  Vera  Cniz.  The 
former  was  garrisoned  by  a' large  force,  with  six  rifled  guns  of  the  calibre  of 
eight-pounders.  Behind  two  of  these  two  prisoners  were  seen  tied  as  they  en- 
tered, taken  from  the  Guesada  squadron;  and,  decked  off  as  a  trophy,  the 
mountain  howitzer  captured  at  Cerro  Gordo.  On  the  8th  General  Berthier  de- 
manded the  furniture  of  the  military  hospital,  which  the  lady  secretary  of  the 
beneficent  society  refused  to  give  up,  stating  that  they  were  not  government 
property.  Notwithstanding  this,  all  of  it  was  forcibly  taken  from  the  place 
where  it  was  deposited  in  the  city  hospital.  On  the  9th  the  private  houses 
where  lodgings  were  refused  to  the  French,  were  divided  among  them.  Some 
foreigners  suggested  that  the  unoccupied  houses  should  be  taken  for  that  purpose. 

On  the  same  afternoon  an  order  was  circulated  by  General  Berthier,  ordering 
forty-two  persons,  mentioned  therein,  to  appear  at  his  lodgings  at  10  o'clock  a. 
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m.  the  following  day,  to  appoint  civil  authorities,  and  threatening  those  persons 
who  should  not  ohey  the  summons. 

Citizen  Diaz  Miron  was  on  the  9th  at  Naolimo,  and  it  was  said  that  he  was 
dividing  his  forces  in  guerillas,  with  the  view  of  attacking  Jalapa.  Up  to  the 
9th  we  estimate  the  French  forces  assembled  at  Jalapa  at  5,000  men. 

The  above  is  all  the  information  we  can  give  you  in  compliance  with  jour 
verbal  request  of  yesterday,  and  what  we  have  stated  is  what  we  have  seen,  and 
believe  to  be  most  correct  of  all  the  news  then  circulating. 
Liberty  and  reform. 

A.  M.  VELEZ. 
BERNARDO  SAYAGO. 
The  Citizen  Gbnbral-in-Chibk 

of  the  Army  of  the  East. 

Washington,  January  8,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  7. 

Vera  Cruz,  November  4,  1862. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following : 
The  disorders  that  occurred  last  night  and  the  night  before,  by  the  assembling 
of  soldiers  in  this  town,  are  public  and  notorious.  The  slightest  pretext  has 
been  used  for  committing  outrages,  and  in  vain  has  respect  for  property,  for 
persons  and  customs  been  proclaimed.  There  does  not  even  remain  tne  re- 
source of  defence  against  force.  In  so  critical  a  state  we  come  to  you,  as  the 
only  and  exclusive  protector  of  our  properties,  and  even  of  our  lives.  We  ask 
your  protection,  and  that  you  will  see  that  the  security  of  our  property  is  at- 
tendea  to  by  the  competent  authority. 

(Signed  by  more  than  twenty  persons.) 
Senor  D.  Balvfno  Cortes, 

Comul  of  Spain  in  Vera  Cruz, 

Washington,  January  8,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  8. 

Cordova,  October  23,  1862. 

Inhabitants  of  Cordova  :  My  proclamation  to  the  Mexicans,  with  which 
you  are  already  acquainted,  explains  clearly  the  object  of  our  intervention,  but  I 
find  myself  compelled  to  address  you,  particularly  the  inhabitants  of  this  city, 
because  I  have  been  told  that  you  have  little  sympathy  for  us — that  you  are 
hostile  to  us. 

Are  we,  by  chance,  enemies  that  come  to  desolate,  to  destroy,  to  assail  against 
your  independence,  imposing  our  laws  upon  you  ?  No.  Our  mission  is  to  re- 
spect your  properties,  your  customs,  your  laws,  which,  if  any  one  attacks  you, 
will  find  me  readv  to  chastise  it. 

Assail  your  independence !  Ah !  that  is  what  writers  without  sincerity,  the 
^ents  of  a  government  which,  by  its  past  conduct,  we  cannot  look  upon  as  the 
•expression  of  the  national  will,  tell  you  every  day.  Do  not  believe  them ;  they 
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deceive  you.  We  are  come  to  know  what  government  you  desire ;  and  when  the 
nation,  n-eely  and  lawfully  consulted,  shall  have  declared  its  wishes,  France  will 
recognize  them,  and  unite  its  efforts  with  yours  to  make  of  Mexico  a  free  nation, 
that  may  proceed,  aided  by  good  institutions,  in  the  road  of  progress,  at  the 
head  of  which,  as  you  know,  stands  our  fine  country — a  nation  in  whose  gov- 
ernment others  may  find  the  good  faith  which  ought  to  preside  the  same  among 
civilized  nations  as  among  individuals. 

Such  is  our  mission.  Ought  it,  from  its  character,  to  keep  you  from  us  ?  No; 
on  the  contrary,  it  ought  to  unite  the  noble  Mexican  people  with  the  great 
French  nation,  and  it  will  unite  them. 

FOREY, 
General  of  Division,  Senator,  Commander-in-chief 

of  the  Corps  of  the  Expedition  in  Mexico, 

Washington,  January  8,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  9. 

Headquarters  in  Orizaba, 

November  3,  1862. 

Mexicans  :  On  reading  the  proclamation  which  I  addressed  to  you  on  my 
arrival  in  your  coimtry,  you  could  not  have  failed  to  have  perceived  the  hand 
of  the  Emperor.  He  alone  has  the  power  to  say  so  many  beautiful  things  in  so 
clear  and  noble  a  style. 

Nevertheless,  now  that  I  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  your  country,  so  as  to 
give  you  my  impressions,  allow  me  to  explain,  briefly,  and  with  the  frankness  of  a 
soldier,  who,  I  repeat,  and  notwithstanding  our  worthy  newspaper  writers,  I 
have  not  come  here  to  fight  the  Mexican  people,  but  only  to  a  government  whose 
incapacity  to  do  good  is  fully  known  by  the  deplorable  position  in  which  you 
are  now  placed. 

What,  in  fact,  is  the  sight  seen  in  your  cities  ?  Buildings  in  ruin,  impassable 
streets,  and  mud  holes  corrupting  the  atmosphere.  How  are  your  roads  ?  Full 
of  swamps  and  sinks,  through  which  no  carriages  nor  animals  can  pass  without 
the  greatest  danger.  What  kind  of  thing  is  your  administration  ?  An  organ- 
ized robbery.  Sometimes  those  who,  by  their  employment,  should  administer 
justice  to  their  fellow-citizens,  are  the  first  to  molest  them  in  their  persons  and 
their  rights.  The  receiving  officers  of  the  nation  seek  rather  to  fill  their  own 
pockets  than  the  chests  of  the  nation. 

Can  agriculture  be  advanced  when  the  agriculturist  finds  that  he  may  be 
defrauded  of  the  iruits  of  his  labor? 

Can  commerce  and  the  other  peace^  arts  progress  when  the  cry  of  war  alone 
is  heard? 

Have  you  only  gained  your  independence,  after  so  much  bloodshed  in  behalf 
of  so  grand  and  noble  a  cause,  to  put  it  to  so  poor  a  use?  And  is  there  not  in 
this  country,  favored  by  heaven  in  so  many  ways,  true  patriots  who  understand 
that  the  ruin  of  this  country  has  existed  long  enough,  with  the  ruin  of  this  noble 
nation,  through  a  few  ambitious  men  wasting  in  a  fratricidal  strife  all  tlie  strength 
of  Mexico  ?  Yes,  I  say  it  with  profound  feeling,  and  all  who  see  the  unhappy 
state  of  the  country  say  the  same :  you  are  running  towards  an  abyss ;  one 
step  more  and  you  will  disappear  with  your  independence  and  return  to  barbar- 
ism. Stop,  then,  and  turn  upon  our  steps — the  only  opportunity  which  Provi- 
dence now  offers  you. 
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France  sends  you  an  army  unparalleled  for  order  and  discipline,  in  despite  of 
all  that  is  said  by  a  hatefully  calumnious  press.  That  army  comes  to  help  you 
to  be  a  free,  honored,  and  integral  nation,  which  will  only  employ  those  who  are 
honored  and  approved. 

Then  the  public  treasury  will  be  the  property  of  all,  and  yet  of  none;  instead 
of  enriching  a  small  number  of  ambitious  men,  its  receipts  will  extend  to  the 
payment  of  the  regular  army,  fit  to  secure  order  and  to  protect  property  instead  of 
destroying  it ;  to  open  ways  of  communication  with  Europe ;  thus  favoring  com- 
merce and  agriculture,  which  enrich  nations.  This  will  serve  to  repair  your 
roads,  your  bridges,  and  your  public  buildings,  as  well  as  to  pave  and  light  your 
cities. 

Does  not  such  a  future  inspire  some  reflections,  and  does  it  not  call  upon  every 
Mexican,  whatever  may  be  his  party,  to  unite  his  hand  with  us  and  to  forget  old 
animosities,  and  of  one  accord  to  increase  the  greatness  of  the  country?  It  is 
under  the  shadow  of  the  French  flag  that  this  end  can  be  obtained,  because  you 
must  bear  in  mind  these  beautiful  words  of  the  Emperor:  "Everywhere  where 
this  flag  waves  it  represents  the  cause  of  mankind  and  of  civilization.'' 

FOREY, 
General  of  Division,  Senator  and  Commander-in-chief 

of  the  Expeditionary  French  Army  of  Mexico, 

Washington,  January  8,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  10. 
[TranslatioD.] 

Inhabitants  op  thb  Republic:  You  know  already  the  impudent  and 
cursed  policy  of  your  government,  which  is  opposed  to  all  morality ;  it  knows 
uothing  but  to  sell  the  work  of  another ;  goes  to  the  highway  to  rob  money,  using 
its  fire-arms  to  take  from  the  poor  what  he  has,  and  steals  violently  what  it  wants. 
This  is  the  conduct  which  you  have  been  told  that  the  French  soldiers  would 
follow.  Thus  some  of  the  inhabitants  have  left  then:  houses  for  fear  that  their 
wives  and  children  would  be  killed  and  themselves  deprived  of  their  property. 

But  you  see  quite  the  contraiy.  The  European  solaiers  are  honorable ;  they 
lead  a  good  life ;  they  are  honest ;  they  obey  their  chiefs,  who  keep  them  under 
strict  discipline  and  oblige  them  to  live  in  equity ;  they  support  all  that  is  good, 
for  the  French  are  not  charletans ;  they  are  not  robbers ;  they  pay  for  all  they 
buy. 

The  general  who  conmianded  you  formerly  is  the  same  who  now  comes  to  take 
possession  of  the  command  of  the  republic.  He  will  destroy  the  cursed  parties 
as  reason  advises  it ;  he  will  not  act  in  any  other  way ;  his  policy  will  be  frank 
and  strictly  just ;  he  will  make  use  of  mild  means,  and  wul  show  that  he  is 
sincere.  We  good  people,  and  good  subjects  as  we  are,  do  not  take  any  part  in 
politics,  and  we  will  not  compel  you  by  force  to  meddle  with  those  political  parties 
which  win  each  other  as  a  game  is  won  at  cards.  They  will  shine  forth  for  a 
while,  but  they  will  lose  little  by  little  after  having  only  served  as  depositaries, 
and  despotism  will  then  show  itself.  Woe  to  those  who  may  be  influenced  by 
bad  counsels ! 

The  European  Emperor  has  great  renown  for  his  beneficence.  He  it  is  who 
now  wants  to  come  and  rule  over  you. 

General  Forey,  the  commander-in-chief,  has  made  known  upon  his  arrival, 
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and  in  the  name  of  him  who  is  coming,  that  he  is  not  to  occupy  the  republic  of 
Mexico  to  devastate  it,  but  for  the  purpose  of  driving  from  it  that  unsnpportable 
anarchy,  of  protecting  the  poor  native,  and  of  putting  an  end  to  the  civil  war. 

These  soldiers  give  good  example  by  their  honesty;  they  act  with  clemency; 
they  are  good  people,  who  command  with  kindness  and  support  those  who  are 
friendly  to  them. 

Have  confidence  in  this  French  intervention,  because  it  comes  to  break  the 
chains  which  oppress  man,  the  image  of  God.  Besides,  we  are  all  liberal,  and 
we  will  treat  you  like  Christian  Catholics.  We  wiU  maintain  you  in  the  law 
of  religion,  of  peace,  of  union.  We  will  fru-nish  you  with  arms  to  defend  your 
families  and  your  property,  and  to  defend  yourselves  from  robbers ;  and  if  you 
are  not  competent,  or  if  you  should  be  defeated,  ask' aid  of  the  French  army,  who 
will  immediately  come  to  your  support. 

YOUR  FIRST  COLONEL  OF  ZOUAVES, 

Commanding  the  District  of  Cordova, 


A  true  copy. 


Washington,  January  8,  1863. 
ROMERO. 


No.  IL 

[Translation.] 

In  the  city  of  Orizaba,  on  the  2d  day  of  November,  1862,  all  the  inhabitants 
of  this  city  whose  names  are  written  in  the  margin,  having  met  at  the  city-hall, 
and  who  have  been  called  by  order  of  his  excellency  the  general  of  division, 
senator,  commander-in-chief  of  the  expeditionary  army  in  Mexico,  General 
Forey,  through  the  General  Francisco  de  P.  Jamariz  M.  Billard,  commander  of 
battiJion  of  the  Imperial  Guard,  &c.,  and  charged  with  the  political  affairs,  present- 
ed himself,  and  said  to  the  assembly,  by  order  of  his  excellency  Greneral  Forey, 
that  having  learned  that  the  honorable  "  ayuntamiento"  had  resigned  because 
it  had  not  been  elected  in  conformity  with  the  pre-existing  laws,  and  that  wish- 
ing that  this  body  would  unite  in  its  election  all  formalities  which  are  so  necessary 
to  it,  had  resolved  to  call  the  present  meeting,  numerous  enough  and  capable  ii 
representing  the  people  of  Orizaba,  in  order  to  lay  before  it,  as,  in  fact,  he  did, 
by  order  of  the  same  authority,  a  list  of  the  persons  who,  being  respectable  in 
his  opinion,  ought  to  fill  the  offices  of  mayor,  alcaldes,  aldermen,  ana  recorders, 
who  are  to  form  the  honorable  municipal  corporation,  the  corresponding  secre- 
taries being  included  therein,  in  order  that  after  the  examination  of  all  and  each 
one  of  the  assistants,  these  last  should  manifest  freely  their  Willingness  to  elect 
all  of  them,  giving  an  immediate  account  of  the  result. 

[Here  follows  the  list  of  candidates.] 

Immediately  after,  the  inhabitants  who  had  met  appointed  to  receive  the  vote 
Messieurs  Rcunon  M.  Seoane  and  Edward  Guevara,  the  first  as  president  and 
the  second  as  secretary,  and  the  persons  found  in  the  list  having  withdrawn,  the 
vote  was  taken.  All  of  them  were  unanimously  elected,  except  Messrs.  Joa- 
quin Cervantes,  Pedro  Espinosa,  and  Manuel  Iturriaga,  who  did  not  receive  a 
maiority  of  the  votes,  the  latter  desiring  to  substitute  in  their'  places  Messrs. 
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Francisco  Bravo,  Dionisio  Vivanco,  and  Juan  C.  Gutierrez.  This  done,  the  meet- 
ing adjourned,  and  the  present  minutes  were  signed  by  me,  president,  and 
secretary. 

RAMON  M.  SEOANE,  President. 
Eduardo  Gubvara,  Secretary. 

Washington,  January  8,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  12. 
[Translation.] 

The  general-in-chief  of  the  French  army,  in  virtue  of  his  political  faculties,  and 
considering  that  the  actual  honorable  ayuntamietito  has  not  been  established  in 
conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  that  consequently  it  is  not  smch  as 
the  conciliatory  policy,  which  is  the  true  object  of  the  French  intervention,  re- 
quires, accepts  tne  resignation  presented  by  that  honorable  corporation,  thank- 
ing its  members  for  their  services  under  circumstances  so  onerous. 

The  general-in-chief,  willing  to  give  the  city  of  Orizaba  a  new  proof  of  his 
solicitude,  conforming  himself  as  much  as  possible  to  the  laws  of  tne  country, 
after  having  obtained  exact  information  in  regard  to  all  the  most  respectable  per- 
sons composing  its  population,  and  having  submitted  the  result  to  the  approba- 
tion of  a  general  assembly  of  its  leading  citizens,  decrees : 

Ist.  The  resignation  of  the  honorable  ayuntamiento  is  accepted. 

2d.  In  their  places  the  following  persons  shall  be  appointed : 

Mayor,  Alonso  Manuel  Peon.  4th,  Manuel  Eizaguirre. 

Secretary,  Silvestre  Moreno.  5th,  Francisco  Bravo. 
President,  Jose  Antonio  Vivaneo  Ar-     6th,  Luis  Cervantes, 

guelles.  7th,  Manuel  Aguilar. 

2d  alcalde,  Josd  Maria  Bringas.  8th,  Francisco  Hidalgo. 

3d,  Francisco  Flores.  9th,  Dionisio  Vivanco. 

4th,  Alvino  Herrera.  Syndics,  (recorders,)  Francisco  Oalero 
let  alderman,  (iregorio  Urufiuela.       and  Aniceto  Moreno  Cora. 

2d,  Manuel  Garrillo  Tablas.  Secretary,  Alonso  Luis  Peon. 
3d,  Pedro  Llera. 

3d.  The  installation  of  the  honorable  ayuntamiento  shall  take  place  in  accord- 
ance with  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  it  shall  immediately  enter  into  the  exer- 
cise of  its  functions. 

FOREY, 
General-in-Chief  of  the  French  Army. 
Orizaba,  November  3,  1862. 

Washington,  January  8,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  13. 

[Translation.] 

The  general-in-chief  of  the  French  army  has  ordered,  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Emperor,  that  the  Mexican  troops  will  be  fed,  clothed,  and 
paid  by  the  French  cnest.     This  determination  being  only  one  of  kindness. 
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most  not  be  interpreted  in  any  other  way  than  what  it  really  is ;  not  as  a  salary, 
that  puts  the  Mexican  army  in  tow  of  the  French  army,  but  as  an  advance  made 
by  the  French  chest,  which  wiU  be  finally  settled  when  a  stable  government 
shall  be  established  in  Mexico. 

BILLARD, 
Chief  of  the  Political  Bureau. 
Orizaba,  November  2,  1862. 

Washington,  January  8,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  14. 
[Translation.] 

The  latest  intercepted  correspondence  to  J,  B.  Jecker,  published  by  authority  of 
the  department  of  foreign  and  home  affairs  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

We  publish  the  following  correspondence,  which  has  been  transmitted  to  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  from  the  headquarters  of  the  army  of  the  east,  by  aa- 
thority  of  thQ  department. — Editors  op  the  Monitor. 

PoRENTRUl,  September  26,  1862, 

My  Dear  Brother  :  My  letter  will  go  again  with  my  congratulations  to 
you  upon  the  arrival  of  the  French  in  Mexico.  What  a  delav !  Will  this  last 
yet  longer  ?  I  can  judge  of  your  impatience  by  mine.  We  believe  here,  how 
ever,  that  General  Forey  is  not  far  from  you.  May  it  be  so.  How  much  this 
delay  must  have  caused  you  to  suffer,  dear  brother !  A  little  more  courage  and 
our  deliverence  will  come.  The  death  of  Escandon  and  Subervieille,  your  two 
most  cruel  enemies,  shows  that  God  is  on  your  side.  I  wonder  what  Labadie, 
Montluc  &  Co.  will  do  ?  Their  great  bankers  having  disappeared,  they  will 
be  obliged  to  strike  their  colors  in  their  turn,  though  their  enmity  without 
money  would  have  no  great  great  effect.  The  two  former  represented  the  great 
banner  around  which  all  the  creditors  rallied  one  after  the  other,  thinking 
that  when  protected  by  men  of  such  might,  you  had  been  rendered  powerless 
against  them.  This  explains  the  enigma  of  their  total  desertion  at  the  very 
moment  of  the  principal  attack.  None  of  those  old  friends  whom  I  had  seen 
before  so  much  attached  to  your  person  stood  by  you,  which,  indeed,  caused  me 
to  look  upon  you  as  a  privileged  being,  since  many  of  them  cling  to  you  still  in 
your  misfortunes. 

None,  I  say,  were  found  at  the  post  of  danger ;  not  even  M.  de  G ,  whose 

devotion,  perhaps,  could  not  be  called  in  question ;  nay,  he  would  keep  himself 
behind  the  scenes,  though  lending  you  all  his  assistance  and  placing  at  your 
service  all  the  means  within  his  reach,  on  condition  that  no  one  should  know  it. 
It  will  afford  me  a  great  pleasure  to  see  all  these  weathercocks  return  to  you 
abashed  at  their  defection. 

Louis  will  write  to  you  fully,  if  he  has  not  done  so  already,  that  these  gentle- 
men advised  him  not  to  publish  anything  now,  alleging  that  the  affair  at  pres- 
ent seemed  to  be  hushed  up,  and  it  does  not  become  us  to  agitate  it. 

These  means  of  defence  would  become  precious  to  us  if  the  affair  should  be 
brought  to  Paris  for  adjudication.  This  we  may  know  from  the  first  news  from 
Forey,     This  is  also  what  the  interested  parties  in  the  affair  are  waiting  for  in 
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order  to  know  how  to  conduct  the  defence ;  meanwhile,  they  have  taken  leave, 
and  are  out  of  PariB.  They  will  meet  at  the  first  signal.  Louis  and  my  hus- 
band are  by  no  means  idle.  When  they  can  do  nothing  more  in  favor  of  the 
affair  they  write  for  the  newspapers  to  prepare  public  opinion,  and  my  husband 
will  return  there  as  soon  as  his  presence  will  be  necessary. 
Your  affectionate  sister, 

ELSESSER  JECKER. 

Mbxico,  November  11,  1862. 
A  true  copy  in  all  that  relates  to  the  political  question. 

JUAN  DE  D.  ARIAS. 


Notes  for  the  haute  of  Jekcer, 

PoRENTRiTi,  September  27,  1862. 

All  the  papers  which  have  long  been  received  will  be  of  service,  particularly 
if  the  aff&ir  of  the  bonds  should  come  to  be  discussed  in  Paris ;  but  I  nope  every- 
thing will  be  done  in  Mexico. 

As  to  the  convention  of  the  26th  of  March,  1861,  it  is  remarked  that,  as  its 
chief  at  that  time  was  not  naturalized,  this  act,  notwithstanding  the  explicit 
terms  of  article  4th,  could  not  be  applicable  to  him,  article  3d  admitting  only 
French  debts.  But  the  convention  being  only  projected,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
if  it  should  be  ratified  it  would  now  include  the  whole  of  our  debts. 

I  believe,  however,  in  the  affair  of  the  bonds,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  pro- 
ceed by  a  pure  and  simple  removal  of  the  interdict  to  which  they  have  been  sub- 
jected. 

Although  on  the  26th  of  March,  1861,  Mr.  Jecker  was  not  a  Frenchman,  it 
might  be  maintained  that  his  partner,  being  a  Frenchman  and  the  firm  being 
regarded  and  protected  as  French,  the  convention  included  it  in  its  fourth  para- 
graph.   But  we  go  further. 

In  a  letter  written  in  Vera  Cruz  on  the  27th  of  February  last,  Xavier  told  me 
that  he  had  seen,  at  Mr.  Saligny's,  a  letter  from  the  Juarez  government,  dated 
May  4, 1861,  addressed  to  that  ^plomat,  in  which  j;he  affair  of  bonds  was  recog- 
nized in  principle,  and  payment  of  the  sums  disbursed,  of  the  interest,  and  inter- 
ests in  arrears,  was  offered. 

Our  friends  have  now  asked  me  for  this  letter,  and  I  could  not  ^mish  them 
with  a  copy  of  it.  If  it  be  really  in  existence,  it  would  be  necessary  to  ask  the 
French  legation  for  a  copy  and  have  it  sent  to  us.  The  account,  the  decrees, 
protest,  &c.,  which  arrived  on  the  eve  of  the  imprecations  of  Jules  Favre,  are 
printed  in  extenso  in  the  Archive  DipUnncUiques,  copies  of  which  have  been 
oiBtributed  to  the  departments,  legations,  &c.  All  this  has  also  been  printed,  but 
no  copies  remain. 

We  have  thought  that  the  answer  to  Payno  was  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
be  published,  and  we  would,  in  giving  it  to  the  public,  have  acted  contrary  to 
the  wishes  of  our  friends.  The  motives  for  refraining  from  such  publication 
are  plain. 

The  last  summary,  on  the  contrary,  we  received,  together  with  the  letters  of 
August  12,  1862,  would  better  accomplish  the  end  for  ^hich  it  was  made ;  and 
it  will  be  printed  when  our  Mends  wul  deem  it  proper  to  do  so,  &c.,  for  it  will 
be  of  use  to  us  in  the  discussion  of  the  affair. 

Should  the  B.'s  (bonds)  be  brought  before  this  jurisdiction,  which  will  deter- 
mine without  appeal  on  documents  and  memorials,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  plead- 
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ings,  we  will  be  careful  to  make  a  brief  of  all  that  which  will  be  £ELVorable  to 
our  cause,  and  we  are  in  such  a  situation  as  to  defend  ourselres  victorionslj, 
with  the  co-operation  of  our  friends. 

We  have  published  long  leading  articles  on  the  situation  of  Mexico,  her  re- 
sources, her  commercial  and  industrial  future,  &c.,  aided  by  our  own  corre- 
spondence and  the  statistics  of  the  Prussian  minister ;  but  we  have  not  dared 
to  conjecture  about  the  project  of  his  Majesty,  whose  confidant  is  General  Forey. 
We  have  been  led  to  believe  that  he  will  establish  a  provisional  government, 
dictating,  of  course,  the  choice  to  the  notables  of  the  capital  who  wUl  be  assem- 
bled ad  hocy  as  a  matter  of  form,  having  afterwards  to  regulate  this  work. 

The  question  of  monarchs  cannot  now  be  agitated,  for  having  told  the  duke 
that  I  had  persuaded  Mr.  Gulienes  to  suspend  his  publication  in  favor  of  the 
archduke,  he  answered,  without  hesitation,  "  You  did  well."  My  opinion  is  that 
when  the  French  are  once  settled  in  Mexico  the  establishment  of  order  and  the 
prospect  of  making  considerable  gains  in  so  many  enterprises,  now  abandoned, 
will  carry  there  capital  and  inmiigrants,  especially  now  that  the  disastrous  war 
in  the  United  States  compels  emigration  to  countries  which  are  more  peaceful. 

I  think,  too,  if  the  bonds  be  realized,  our  friends  would  like  to  invest  their 
fonds  in  new  enterprises,  which  will  be  indicated  to  them  by  their  agents,  &c., 
and  in  which  the  main  obstacle  will  be  the  choice.  Thus  the  formation  of  a 
company  for  the  completion  of  the  railroad  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico  wiU  be 
the  first  imdertakine  which  will  offer  itself  to  the  spirit  of  enterprise,  if  Escan- 
don  should  not  fulfil  the  conditions  of  his  grant. 

In  reference  to  the  enterprise  of  the  isthmuA,  besides  its  not  being  very  ar- 
gent, the  Napoleonic  ideas  look  to  Nicaragua ;  and  the  south,  exhausted  by  a 
war  without  example,  will  think  of  recuperating  before  looking  to  a  paasage 
from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic.  It  seems  to  me,  among  all  these  projects,  the 
mines  are  the  greatest  attraction  for  our  friends,  though  I  believe,  with  the  Mar- 
quis of  P ,  that  they  only  see  the  bright  side  of  them. 

I  don't  see  that  the  house  makes  any  progress ;  on  the  contrary,  it  loses 

money,  if  we  are  to  believe  Peter ,  though  it  has  been  robbed,  upon  the 

authority  of  M.  de  P . 

If  the  railroad  projected  is  cairled  into  effect,  you  will  get  rid  of  your  stock 
of  iron  besides.  However  little  the  commerce  may  increase,  the  need  of  it  will 
be  felt  for  many  purposes  everywhere. 

Thus  the  horizon  clears  up ;  but  do  not  think  that  I  tell  you  this  to  throw 
yourself  into  new  undertakings  that  would  interfere  with  the  settlement  of  your 
accounts,  for  I  consider  the  satis£action  of  your  creditors  as  soon  as  possible  as  the 
only  thing  which  must  occupy  your  attention  after  so  long  a  delay.  Let  us  hope 
that  it  wUl  be  facilitated  by  the  fall  of  exchange  which  is  to  follow  the  entrance 
of  the  Freiich.  As  soon  as  you  will  get  relieved  you  will  share  half  of  the 
profit  with  our  friends  in  the  negotiation  of  the  drafts  for  the  army.  This  is  a 
thing  which  neither  they  nor  I  lose  sight  of.  I  am  told  to  be  carefrd  with  Bade- 
pont ;  neither  to  confide  in  him  nor  to  make  him  any  advances.  He  writes  well, 
and  will  be  of  great  service  to  you  in  your  defence  if  you  can  get  him  to  write 
in  Mexico  in  some  French  journals. 

In  order  to  get  support,  I  think  it  will  always  be  better  to  address  ourselves  to 
leading  men.  These  have  done  too  much  to  let  us  off  scot  free.  They  have,  on 
the  other  hand,  engagements  to  fulfil  with  those  whom  they  have  ^nployed. 

Forey  aspires  to  the  marshalship,  (there  are  these  vacant  places,)  and  to 
reach  it  he  is  bound  to  pay  attention  to  those  who  can  hdp  hun.  As  for  M. 
de  Saligny,  he  must  make  concessions  until  he  shall  have  accomplished  his  task, 
and  he  cannot  turn  back  from  it  before  both  his  honor  and  interest  shall  demand 
it  of  him. 

In  order  to  derive  profit  at  the  moment  of  the  renewal  of  business,  it  would 
be  convenient  for  you  to  be  associated  in  some  way  with  a  capitalist  who  could 
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let  oat  the  funds ;  and  this  is  not  impossible  when  it  wiU  be  seen  that  you  coxmt 
on  Bueh  ample  protection. 

It  is  quite  diBicult  to  hit  sauarely  at  such  a  long  distance.  I  suppose  that 
your  debt  must  have  increasea  on  account  of  the  accumulation  of  interest,  and 
that  it  exceeds  twenty  millions  of  francs.  This  is  an  enormous  amount,  but  it 
is  not  an  obstacle,  since  you  can  make  use  of  certain  bills  to  pay  such  creditors 
as  Escandon,  for  example.  However  it  may  be,  I  will  very  soon  go  to  Paris. 
Nothing  presses  for  the  moment. 

Until  now  the  press  has  not  been  occupied  with  the  status  of  Mexico ;  but 
this  will  soon  come.  The  French  will  be  full  of  enthusiasm,  and  plenty  of 
them  of  every  class  will  go  there  twice  a  month.  Thus  it  can  be  admitted  that 
the  house  will  have  a  chance  to  locate  its  estates — something  which  will,  more- 
over, alleviate  its  position. 

This  moment  they  say  that  the  first  re-enforcements  (3,500)  move  upon 
,  whence  they  will  march  to  the  capital. 

Mexico,  November  11,  1861. 
A  true  copy  in  what  concerns  the  political  question. 

JUAN  DE  DIGS  ARIAS. 


Paris,  September  30. 

Dbar  Uncle  :  This  m(»nent  I  receive  the  mail  from  Mexico  of  the  28th  of 
August.  I  am  in  a  hurry,  for  there  is  not  an  hour's  time  left  to  send  letters 
for  Mexico  to  the  post  office.  I  acknowledge  also  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
July  12,  and  of  the  two  important  documents  brought  by  the  same  mail. 

The  convention  proiectea  between  Zareo  and  M.  de  Saligny  implicitly  sanc- 
tions the  affair  of  the  bonds  and  the  memorial  intended  to  prove  the  advantages 
that  the  commerce  is  to  derive  from  such  an  afiair. 

This  transmission  could  not  help  being  most  opportune,  for  while  the  proofs 
of  the  legality  of  the  transaction  are  concisely  seen  in  this  document,  it  destroys, 
at  the  same  time,  the  calumnies  published  against  it,  shows  the  real  interest 
which  commerce  has  in  it,  and  it  wiU  be  an  excellent  weapon  in  the  controversy 
in  which  we  are  about  to  engage. 

In  fact,  when  you  were  arranging  in  Mexico  your  wished  for  publications 
and  defence,  which  are  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  August,  we  were 
about  to  anticipate  them  here  in  Paris. 

Father  and  I  have  published  several  articles — I  in  the  Gonstitutionel  and 
La  Patrie,  where  I  could  find  room  for  them;  father,  unfortunately,  in  the 
Monde,  a  journal  which  is  not  so  well  known.  This  without  provoking  a  great 
discussion. 

We  will  soon  have  a  chance  to  make  more  extensive  publications.  Ever 
since  the  arrival  of  Mr.  de  Ch.,  some  days  ago,  I  have  held  some  conversations 
with  him.  He  had  noticed  the  articles  spoken  of,  and  he  had  been  pleased 
with  the  manner  of  presenting  the  affair.  I  changed  the  form,  but  my  object 
was  the  same  that  is  in  the  body  of  the  article :  to  reach,  in  the  most  indirect 
way,  showing  the  greatest  indifference,  and  touching,  as  if  by  accident,  the  ' 
affair  of  the  bonds  with  an  apparent  impartiality,  in  order  to  give  more  weight  ; 
to  my  statements.  I  showed  them  Escandon,  Labadie,  &c.,  to  be  bound  on 
account  of  their  compromises  and  engagements  to  the  fate  of  Juarez,  and  that 
they  were  trying,  therefore,  to  render  the  expedition  abortive,  to  crush  the  house 
that  is  yet  formidable  to  them,  and  suggesting  to  the  president  that  the  best  way 
to  discredit  the  intervention  in  Europe  was  to  spread  abroad  the  statement  that 
the  expedition  had  no  other  aim  than  the  usurious  claim  of  the  house  of  Jecker 
in  the  advantages  to  accrue,  from  which  personages  of  high  standing  were  to 
share. 
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The  antidote,  in  my  opinion,  to  such  a  calumny,  bo  often  repeated,  is  to 
publish  and  spread,  in  the  best  way  possible,  an  explanation  of  its  interested 
source.  It  is  also  the  opinion  of  Mr.  de  M.  From  what  he  has  been  able  to 
learn,  by  the  thousand  means  at  his  disposal,  he  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
series  of  publications  on  the  bonds,  which  heretofore  might  have  been  inop- 
portune, would  favorably  appear  just  now. 

He  has  opened  to  us  great  publicity  in  La  France,  La  Patrie,  La  Constitn- 
tionel,  and  has  offered  to  get  some  writers,  well  known,  to  support  us  if  the 
controversy  becomes  exciting. 

Baron  ThruUard,  new  director  of  the  piers,  is  his  friend,  so  that  we  remun 
no  longer  isolated  and  insecure  as  to  whether  we  may  or  not  rely  on  the  columns 
of  the  journal  for  a  reply  which  we  are  going  to  write,  but  we  will  amply  and 
ostensibly  provoke  and  agitate  the  discussion,  I  have  written  to  father,  whose 
style,  elegant  and  ready,  is  so  fit  for  my  purpose,  and  in  a  few  days  the  first 
articles  will  come  to  light. 

The  last  part  of  our  plan  is  as  follows :  Father  will  present  his  opinions  as 
derived  from  a  profound  study  of  the  actual  situation  of  Mexico.  Then  he  will 
be  led  to  speak  of  facts  and  of  men,  and  your  affair,  which  in  the  Archives 
Diplomatiques,  published  not  long  since  by  Amyot  in  two  volumes,  has  occu- 
pied alone  a  whole  article,  will  come  to  hand  naturally  and  without  effort.  Im- 
Eartial,  and,  as  it  were,  perfectly  disinterested,  trying  to  enlighten  himself  and 
is  writei:?,  he  will  present  as  the  ftiiit  of  his  investigations  the  precious  docu- 
ments which  you  hiave  sent  to  us,  and  will  publish  them  in  extauo  without 
making  any  change,  except  in  the  form,  and  very  slightly,  just  to  accomplish  it 
the  better  to  the  object  to  which  it  was  intended,  basing  his  statements  in  a 
calm  and  measured  manner  on  irrefutable  figures  and  incontrovertible  facts. 

I  will  receive  the  articles,  and  I  will  take  them  myself  to  M.  de  M. .  to  have 
them  printed,  with  the  modification  that  may  be  thought  advisable.  Having 
duplicates  of  all  the  documents,  I  will,  as  far  as  my  capacity  allows  me,  attack 
inmiediately  and  peremptorily,  provoking  an  answer  that  the  absence  of  father 
would  render  tardy.  You  see,  my  dear  uncle,  that  we  are  at  our  post  ready  to 
fight,  and  nothing  ^vill  be  in  danger  in  our  hands. 

The  last  letters  I  wrote  you  were  written  under  the  impression  produced  by 
the  conversation  of  M.  de  Ch.,  whom  I  had  reason  to  believe  well  informed,  and 
in  whose  power  alone  it  was  to  acquaint  me  with  many  things,  the  other  gentle- 
man being  absent.     This  gentleman  has  a  very  correct  opinion  about  a  great 

many  things,  but  he  appreciates  them  a disposition.    He  knew  the  bad  will 

of  Forey  towards  M.  de  Saligny;  was  afraid  of  it,  and  made  me  afraid  too; 
but  he  did  not  calculate  with  the  same  foresight  of  M.  la  Duke.  The  latter,  I 
have  been  told  by  M.  de  M.,  has  let  the  Emperor  know  how  imprudent  he  has 
been  in  sending  Forey  to  Mexico  with  full  power  and  without  being  sure  of  his 
disposition  toward  the  minister. 

His  Majesty  acknowledged  it,  called  Forey,  and  said  to  him :  "**  General,  I 
wish,  and  this  is  my  express  will,  that  you  will  courteously  treat  M.  de  Saligny. 

He  has  been  calumniated  by .     I  have  approved  of  his  conduct,  and  it  is 

only  he  who  has  sustained  there  the  honor  of  France."  Forey,  as  you  may 
suppose,  came  out  with  very  different  views. 

I  have  yesterday  seen  a  letter  of  M.  de  Saligny  to  the  marquis.  It  has  de- 
termined these  gentlemen  to  send  there  some  person  in  their  confidence,  for*M. 
de  Salignv,  calumniated  as  he  has  been,  and  although  with  the  best  disposition, 
is  not  willing  to  longer  meddle  but  indirectly  with  the  affair.  I  do  not  know 
upon  whom  their  choice  will  fall.  They  hesitate  about  sending  M.  de  Ch.,  re- 
garding him  as  flexible,  and  not  very  much  imbued  with  the  justice  of  the  affair, 
having  been  influenced  during  his  trip  to  Vera  Cruz. 

M.  de  M.  has  undoubtedly  written  to  you.  He  is  sorry  he  did  not  receive 
any  bonds ;  he  might  have  sold  them  at  40  per  cent,  to  the  Vereire,  and  would 
have  /secured  a  powerful  protection  for  the  iiouse.    I  keep  this  in  mind — ^this 


PRESENT   CONDITION   OP    MEXICO.  466 

idea — and  if  a  clianee  presents  itoelf  advantageoas  tq  the  house,  I  wfll  not  neglect 
to  take  advantage  of  it.   -        -     .«  • 

M.  de  M has  large  affairs  in  France.    Yesterday,  learning  that  I  was  fond 

of  chemistrj,  he  sent  me  a  great  memorial  on  the  making  of  soda,  hegging  me 
to  stndy  it,  and  to  give  him  my  opinion  hefore  engaging  in  the  trade. 

I  see  by  the  letter  of  Xavier  that  no  printed  paper  can  go  forward.  I  con- 
tinue, nevertheless,  sending  you  a  copy  of  the  Bulletin  des  Lois.  I  might 
have  sent  you  the  two  volumes  of  the  Archives  Diplomatique,  which  concern 
you,  but  they  are  very  dear,  and  I  am  afraid  that  they  would  be  lost.  Next 
mail  we  will  send  them.  Pacheco  is  not  yet  in  Paris.  There  is  nothing  about 
Payno.  Be  assured  of  my  devotion,  &c. 
Your  devoted  nephew, 

LOUIS  ELSESSER. 

Mexico,  November  11,  1862. 
A  true  copy  in  what  concerns  the  political  question. 

.     JUAN  DE  DIOS  ARIAS. 


PoRENTBUY,  October  I,  1862. 

I  addressed  to  M.  de  Noy  the  "  Monde,"  of  the  27th  of  September,  in  which 
I  point  out  the  conduct  of  Juarez  against  Mr.  Wagner,  puolishing  the  libel 
where  he  is  accused  of  being  interested  in  the  bonds.  This  shows  that  they 
suffer  no  one  to  escape  calumny  on  this  subject.  If  you  reflect  you  will  find 
that  the  publication  is  timely,  and  will  not  fail  to  please  our  friends. 

When  I  return  to  Paris  I  will  let  you  have  the  four  volumes  of  Ae  Archives 
Diplomatique,  in  which  I  have  introduced  your  affair  in  extenso.  But  events 
take  such  a  rapid  course  that  what  to-day  is  profitable  is  the  next  day  useless. 
I  have  also  tried  to  review  the  attacks  of  the  Mexican  press  against  M.  de  Sa- 
ligny.  I  learn  from  a  very  good  source  that  his  Majesty  is  not  displeased  with 
him,  and  that  he  has  in  store  for  him  new  rewards.  I  wish  only  him  to  restrain 
himself  towards  Forey,  and  that  he  may  be  patient  to  induce  him  to  put  an  end 
to  our  affair.     I  hope  that  you  Will  see  him  as  soon  as  he  arrives. 

But  we  are  approaching  the  first  of  October,  and,  however,  3,000  men  disem- 
barked at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  22d  of  August. 

X.  E. 

Mexico,  November  11,  1862. 
A  true  copy  in  what  concerns  the  political  question. 

JUAN  DE  DIOS  ARIAS. 

Washington,  January  8,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr,  Romero, 


Department  op  State, 

Washington^  January  22,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  on  the  20th  instant  of  your 
note  of  the  8th,  and  to  express  to  you  my  sincere  acknowledgments  for  the 
complete  and  interesting  narrative  of  the  French  movements  in  Mexico,  which 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  64 30 
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forme  the  principal  part  of  your  commnnicatioii.  I  shall  give  to  the  subject  mj 
serious  consideration  in  the  light  of  your  note  and  the  valuable  documentB 
transmitted  with  it. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  Matias  Bomebo,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


[rranslation.] 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 


Mexican  Legation, 
Washington,  January  26,  1863. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  in  compliance  with 
instructions  from  my  ^vernment,  a  copy,  in  English,  of  a  decision  by  the 
president  of  the  republic,  taken  at  a  council  of  ministers,  by  which  is  declared 
void  the  conditional  concession  made  to  the  house  of  Messrs.  J.  B.  Jecker  k 
Co.,  merchants  of  Mexico,  of  part  of  the  unappropriated  lands  in  the  State  of 
Sonora,  in  the.  territory  of  Lower  California,  and  of  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuante- 
pec,  because  the  said  house  had  not  fulfilled  the  sole  condition  imposed  on  it  in 
the  concession. 

I  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  moet 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. . 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


department  op  justice,  public  works  and  public  instruction. 

Bureau  of  Public  Works, 

Mexico,  November  18,  1862. 

Citizen  Minister  :  The  citizen  president  of  the  republic  has  carefully  ex- 
amined in  cabinet  meeting  the  papers  existing  in  this  department  in  regard  to 
the  contracts  made  with  the  house  of  Jecker  &  Co.,  for  the  survey  of  Uie  un- 
occupied lands  of  Tehuantepec,  Sonora  and  Lower  California,  and  from  what 
appears  in  said  papers  he  has  given  the  following  decision : 

'*That  it  appearing  from  said  examination  that  said  house  of  Messieurs  J. 
B.  Jecker  &  Co.  had  acquired  the  right  to  a  third  of  the  unoccupied  lands  of 
Sonora,  Lower  California  and  Tehuantepec,  by  a  conditional  grant  that  the  su- 
preme government  made  to  them,  and  not  by  purchase,  permutation  or  any 
other  onerous  title,  properly  so-called ;  that  the  only  condition  which  was  re- 
quired from  the  house  of  Jecker,  that  of  mapping  and  surveying  the  above- 
mentioned  land  in  a  given  time,  has  not  been  fulfilled,  notwithstanding  the 
period  has  passed  much  beyond,  not  only  of  the  first  term  of  twenty  months, 
which  was  stipulated  on  the  14th  January,  1854,  but  also  all  the  several  exten- 
sions which  were  granted  to  him  afterwards ;  and  the  contract  which  he  made 
on  the  4th  of  August,  1859,  with  the  so-called  Miramon  government,  having 
been  declared  null  and  void  on  the  27th  February,  1861,  and  with  which  he 
failed  to  comply,  notwithstanding  that  he  was  asked  to  do  so  several  times  by 
the  department  of  public  works,  it  is  declared  that  the  grant  made  to  the  house 
of  Messieurs  J.  B.  Jecker  &  Co.,  in  the  unoccupied  lands  of  Sonora,  Lower 
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California  and  Tebuantepec  has  become  extinct,  and  consequently  said  house 
has  not  the  right  of  property  or  any  other  whatsoever  in  said  land." 

By  order  of  the  citizen  president  of  the  republic  I  have  the  honor  to  request 
you  to  communicate  this  decision  to  the  agents  of  the  republic  abroad. 

God  and  liberty. 

TERAN. 

The  Citizen  Minister  of  Foreign  and  Home  Affairs. 

Mexico,  November  18,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

RAMON  J.  ALCARAZ. 

Washington,  January  26,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  27,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  26th 
instant,  transmitting,  by  direction  of  your  government,  a  copy  in  English  of  the 
decision  of  the  president  of  Mexico,  by  which  is  declared  void  the  conditional 
concession  made  to  the  house  of  J.  B.  Jecker  &  Co. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Matias  RrOMERO,  i^,,  i^,,  ifc, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


[Traofilation.] 

Mexican  Legation, 
Washington,  January  28,  1863. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  It  is  pleasing  to  me  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received 
the  correspondence  of  my  government,  the  dates  of  which  reach  the  21  st  De- 
cember last  past,  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  contain  authentic  and  reliable 
accounts  of  what  has  recently  occurred  in  the  republic. 

The  national  congress,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  article  62  of 
the  fiindamental  la^  of  the  republic,  closed  the  first  term  of  its  regular  sessions 
on  the  said  15th  of  December.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  docu- 
ments mentioned  in  the  index  annexed,  (Nos.  8  and  9,)  copies  of  the  address 
which  was  pronounced  by  the  president  of  the  republic  at  that  solemnity,  and 
of  the  reply  of  the  vice-president  of  congress. 

But  before  the  close  of  its  sittings  congress  passed  the  following  laws : 

1st.  A  law  which  grants  a  medal  of  honor  to  those  Mexicans  who  defended 
the  independence  of  their  country  against  the  traitors,  preserved  order,  and 
defended  the  city  of  Puebla;  and  grants  them  besides  some  immunities — to 
them  and  the  children  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  those  conflicts. 

2d.  A  law  which  declares  to  be  void  the  acts  of  the  so-called  authorities,  set 
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up  by  the  invaders  or  traitors,  or  which  may  in  ftiture  be  set  np  in  the  repubh'c; 
also  declares  void  all  contracts  made  by  them,  or  which  may  in  future  be  so 
made;  and  declares  that  the  traitors  cannot  be  considered  in  any  aspect  in  the 
ti-eaties  which  the  Mexican  government  may  make  with  France ;  and, 

3d.  A  law  which  provides  that  the  Mexican  government  treat  French-pris- 
oners that  may  be  taken  from  the  invading  army  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
French  army  treat  Mexican  prisoners. 

I  enclose  among  the  adjoined  documents  (Nos.  5,  6,  and  7)  copies  of  the 
said  laws.  The  last  law  had  been  made  necessary  to  compel  the  loaders  of  the 
French  expedition  to  respect  the  law  of  nations,  which  they  have  had  the  arro- 
gance to  assail.  The  Mexican  government  has  thus  far  treated  French  prisoners 
with  a  kindness  which  has  surprised  their  own  friends  and  upholders.  Besides 
the  official  documents  (Nos.  9  and  10)  which  I  sent  to  you,  with  my  note  of  June 
28,  1862,  which  prove  this  assertion,  I  have  to-day  the  honor  to  send  enclosed 
other  and  additional  documents  (Nos.  12,  13,  and  14)  relating  to  the  same  affair. 
The  Mexican  government  has  not  only  taken  care  to  aid  the  French  wounded  and 
prisoners  with  the  same  zeal  as  if  they  belonged  to  the  national  army,  but  has 
set  them  at  liberty,  without  conditions,  as  soon  as  they  regained  their  health. 
But  the  leaders  of  the  French  army,  far  from  responding  to  the  kindness  of  the 
Mexican  government,  have  permitted  themselves  to  violate,  in  this  as  in  other 
cases,  the  commonest  principles  of  the  law  of  nations.  The  most  recent  case 
illustrative  of  this  truth  is  that  of  D.  Manuel  A.  Homo,  a  distinguished  citizen 
of  Mexico,  who,  a  short  time  ago,  was  made  prisoner  in  the  environs  of  Jalapa  by 
a  French  force.  They  at  first  threatened  to  shoot  him,  calling  him  a  guerillero, 
and  afterwards  ordered  him  to  be  exiled  to  Martinique  by  order  of  General  Forey, 
there  ta  suffer  a  slow  death  under  the  influence  of  that  unhealthy  climate. 
Captain  Alonso  Cabanas,  and  the  soldiers  Marcelino  Rubin,  Juan  Maranon,  Pablo 
Zalasar,  and  Antonio  Zalasar,  made  prisoners  by  the  French,  were  condemned  to 
he  same  penalty. 

On  the  4th  of  December  cited,  there  took  place,  at  the  city  of  Puebla,  the 
distribution  of  the  medals  of  honor  previously  granted  by  the  nation  to  the  de- 
fenders of  the  Cumbres  of  Acultzingo  and  the  conquerors  of  Puebla.  The 
president  of  the  republic  and  ministers  of  state  were  present  at  the  solemnity, 
with  a  committee  ot  the  national  congress,  and  various  othqr  distinguished  citi- 
zens. The  president  of  tlie  republic  pronounced  the  allocution,  of  which  1  send 
you  a  copy,  (No.  10,)  and  Mr.  Hemandcs  y  Hemandes,  president  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  congress,  pronounced  the  discourse,  of  which  I  also  send 
you  a  copy,  (No.  11.)  That  ceremony,  celebrated  in  a  place  of  glorious  memo- 
ries, and  at  solemn  moments,  when  the  same  scenes  were  about  to  be  repeated 
which  had  occasioned  this  solemnity,  could  no  less  than  have  contributed  very 
powerfully  to  stimulate  still  higher  the  patriotism  of  the  Mexican  army,  and 
to  produce  a  holy  emulation  among  the  soldiers  recently  arrived  at  Puebla  and 
desirous  to  gain  the  same  laurels  which  adorn  the  temples  of  their  comrades. 

The  Mexican  government  has  divided  the  forces  of  the  republic  into  three 
armies :  the  first,  called  eastern,  under  the  orders  of  General  Gonzales  Ortega,  is 
intrusted  with  the  defence  of  Puebla ;  the  second,  called  central,  is  placed  under 
the  orders  of  General  Comonfort,  and  the  defence  of  the  capital  is  assigned  to 
it ;  the  organization  and  command  of  the  third  has  been  confided  to  General 
Doblado,  who  established  his  headquarters  at  Guadalajara.  If,  unhappily, 
and  as  it  is  not  to  be  looked  for,  Puebla  and  Mexico  should  succumb  to  the 
attacks  of  the  invader,  the  army  of  the  reserve  will  advance  to  resist  the  march 
of  the  French  upon  the  states  of  the  interior.  Some  cities  of  those  stated,  as 
that  of  Queretaro,  are  being  fortified  already,  that  they  may  not  be  taken  un- 
awares by  any  unlucky  eventuality. 

The  legislatures  of  several  states,  desiring,  as  those  of  Oaxaca  and  San  Luis 
Potosi,  to  leave  the  action  of  the  governments  of  such  states  more  at  liberty  to 
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make  ready  for  the  national  defence,  determined  to  close  their  sessions,  previ- 
ously investing  their  governments  with  the  most  ample  powers  extraordinary. 

The  French  army  has  had  many  deserters,  because  many  of  their  soldiers, 
convinced  of  the  injustice  of  the  war,  have  come  in,  rather  tlian  continue  in  it, 
to  the  Mexican  authorities,  stating  their  desire  to  become  citizens  of  Mexico 
and  betake  themselves  to  peaceful  occupations,  as  appears  by  the  document 
which  I  send  in  copy  as  No.  16.  Colonel  Riva  Palacio,  desiring  to  favor  these 
good  instincts  of  the  French  soldiers,  address'ed  to  them  the  subjoined  procla- 
mation, (No.  15,)  which  has  been  circulated  in  French  through  the  army  of  the 
invader.  This  is  the  only  reply  which  to  this  time  the  leaders  of  the  French 
expedition  have  had  to  the  diflferent  calls  to  rebellion  which  they  have  made  to 
the  Mexican  people. 

The  French  expeditition  sent  to  Tampico,  of  which  I  spoke  to  you  in  my 
note  of  the  8th  instant,  seems  to  have  had  two  objects :  the  first  to  obtain  some 
mules,  which  the  French  very  greatly  needed,  because  they  had  not  sufficient 
means  of  transportation,  and  which  were  offered  for  sale  if  they  sent  a  force 
which  could  occupy  that  part  of  the  Mexican  territory ;  and  the  second,  to  take 
possession  of  that  port  (which  is  the  second  in  importance  of  those  which 
Mexico  has  upon  the  Gulf)  for  the  traitors  who  have  joined  the  foreigners  who 
are  pretending  to  the  conquest  of  their  country.  In  the  first  object  they  were 
entirely  frustrated,  because  the  Mexican  forces  took  care  not  to  let  any  mules 
came  near  the  places  which  were  occupied  by  the  French.  By  the  second 
object  they  contradict  the  assurances  they  have  given  so  repeatedly  and  so 
hypocritically  that  the  expedition  has  for  its  object  to  cause  the  Mexican  people 
to  make  for  themselves  such  a  government  as  they  may  choose.  The  person 
most  strongly  prepossessed  in  favor  of  the  French  expedition  would  not  hesitate 
to  say,  if  the  case  were  presented  in  the  abstract,  what  would  be  truly  national 
between  two  governments,  of  which  one  exists  on  its  own  resources  and  the  sup- 
port of  the  will  of  the  people  from  which  it  emanates,  and  the  other  needs  its 
existence  to  be  established  by  foreign  bayonets,  and  its  existence  lasts  while  it 
enjoys  of  the  protection  of  said  bayonets.  Besides,  at  the  latest  hour,  news  was 
in  circulation  in  Mexico  that  the  French  had  been  repulsed  from  Pueblo  Viejo, 
a  village  near  Tampico.  When  I  shall  receive  the  official  report  of  the  action,  I 
will  have  the  honor  to  communicate  it  to  you. 

The  Mexiciin  cavalry,  under  the  orders  of  General  Rivera,  had  obtained  some 
advantages  over  the  French,  as  appears  by  telegraphic  reports  addressed  by 
General  Ortega  to  the  minister  of  war  of  the  republic,  received  in  Mexico 
shortly  after  the  leaving  of  the  mail,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  send  copy 
under  Nos.  17  and  18. 

There  is,  moreover,  circulating  in  the  republic  other  news  of  important  suc- 
cesses obtained  by  the  national  arms  over  the  invaders ;  but,  not  having  received 
up  to  this  time  the  official  report  of  any  sort  respecting  them,  I  abstain  from 
conununicating  them  to-day,  reserving  to  myself  to  do  so  when  I  may  receive 
the  official  confirmation  thereof. 

Meantime  I  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  reproduce  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration, 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc, 
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No. 

Date. 

From  whom  and  to  whom. 

Contents. 

1 

1862. 
Sept.     16 

Mr.  Wagner  to  Mr.  Fuente. 

Requests  the  four  carts  taken  from  French 
subject  Carlos  Martin  by  the  police  be  le- 
tnmed  to  him. 

2 

Sept.    22 

Mr.  Faente  to  Mr.  Wagner. 

Replies,  sayiug  it  is  not  possible  to  return  the 
carts,  but  he  should  have  a  proportiooate 
indemnity. 

3 

Sept.    26 

Mr.  Wagner  to  Mr.  Fuente. 

Denies  the  right  of  the  Mexican  government 
to  take  possession  of  the  carts  of  Martin, 
and  asks  the  return  of  ten  carts  and  one 
hundred  and  five  mules,  which  he  says 
were  seized  from  the  Spanish  subject  Fran- 
cisco Fernandez,  by  order  of  the  Kovem- 
ment. 

4 

Nov.     14 

Mr.  Fuente  to  Mr.  Wagner. 

Shows  the  contradictions  into  which  Mr. 
Wagner  has  faeillcn  in  the  case  of  Martin ; 
and  in  what  respects  Fernandez,  he  sayg 
that  his'  carts  were  not  seized,  but  con- 
tracted for  by  the  Mexican  government, 
with  the  free  will  of  the  owner. 

5 

Dec.     10 

Mexican  congress... 

Law  granting  a  medal  of  honor  to  the  de- 
fenders of  national  independence. 

6 

.-.do—. 

do 

Law  declaring  void  all  acts  of  those  so-called 
authorities  established  by  the  invaders,  or 
traitors. 

7 

Dec.     16 

do 

Law  providing  that  French  prisoners  shall  be 
treated  in  the  same  manner  as  the  French 
army  may  treat  Mexican  prisoners 

8 

do.--. 

The  president  of  the  repuU- 

Speech  of  the  president  of  the  republic  on 

lic  to  the  national  con- 

closing the  first  period  of  session  of  the 

gress. 

Mexican  congress. 

9 

-.-.do 

The  vice-president  of  con- 
gress to  the  president  of 
the  republic. 

Reply  to  the  preceding  speech. 

10 

Dec.       4 

The  president  of  the  repub- 

Allocution pronounced  by  the  president  of 

lic  to  the  defenders  of 

the  republic  on  distributiug  to  the  defend- 

Puebla. 

ers  of  Acultzingo  and  victors  at  Puebla  the 
medals  of  honor  granted  by  the  nation. 

11 

....do.... 

Mr.Hemandesy  Hemandes 

Allocution  pronounced  by  Mr.  Hemandes  y 

to  the  defenders  of  Pu- 

Hemandes on  distributinf^  to  the  defend- 

ebla. 

ers  of  Acultzingo  and  victors  at  Puebla  the 
medals  of  honor  granted  by  the  nation. 

12 

Allocution  of  Colonel  Gucuone  to  the  French 

prisoners  made  at  the  battle  of  Puebla,  on 

setting  them  at  liberty. 

13 

Sept.    15 

Mr.  Wagner  to  Gen.  Men- 

Acknowledging  the  humane  care  of  the  Mex- 

doza. 

ican  government  for  the  French  prisoners 
made  at  Puebla. 

14 

....  do .... 

Gen.  Mendoza  to  Mr.  Wag- 
ner. 
Geo.  Mendoza  to  Mr  Wag- 

Reply to  the  preceding  .............. .... 

15 

do 

Proclamation  in  French  by  the  Mexican  Col. 

ner. 

Riva  Palacio  to  the  French  soldiers,  hi- 
viting  them  to  lay  down  their  arms. 

16 

Dec.       3 

Gen.  Alvarez  to  comman- 

Recommending to  sundry  French  deserters 

i 

der  at  Guanajuato. 

sent  to  Guanajuato  to  take  occupations  in 
that  city. 
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No. 
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From  whom  and  to  whom. 

Contents. 

17 

18 

1862. 
Dec.      19 

.-..do.-. 

Gen.  Ortega  to  3en.  Blanco. 
do 

Telegram  communicating  to  him  the  move- 
ment against  the  French  by  the  cavalry  of 
Gen.  Rivera. 

Telegram  communicating  to  him  the  move- 
ment against  the  French  by  the  cavalry  of 
Gen.  Rivera. 

Wabbikoton,  January  28,  1863. 


ROMERO. 


AMnexed  documents  to  Mr,  Romero* s  letter  of  January  28,  1863. 

No.  1. 

[Translation.] 

Mexico,  September  16,  1863. 
Monsieur  le  Ministbr  :  The  French  subject,  Charles  Martin,  having 
applied  to  the  headquarters  of  the  garrison  of  the  capital,  with  a  view  of  ob- 
taining the  restoration  of  four  wagons  which  were  seized  from  him  by  the  police 
agent,  his  demand  has  not  been  complied  with.  I  beg,  therefore,  your  excel- 
lency to  have  the  kindness  to  give  necessary  orders  to  that  eflfect  to  the  proper 
authorities.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copy  of  Mr.  Charles  Martin's 
application. 

Please  accept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

E.  DE  WAGNER. 
His  Excellency  M.  Juan  Antonio  de  la  Fuente, 

Minuter  of  Foreign  Relations,  !fc,y  4^.,  ifc. 


A  true  copy. 


Washington,  January  28,  1863. 
ROMERO. 


No.  2. 

[Translation.] 

National  Palace, 
Mexico,  September  22,  1862. 

Monsieur  le  Ministre  :  However  great  may  be  my  desire  to  please  your 
excellency  in  disposing  of  the  claim  made  by  the  French  subject,  Charles  Mar- 
tin, asking  for  tne  restitution  of  four  wagons  which,  he  says,  a  policeman  has 
taken  from  him,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  grant  his  request  without  injury  to 
the  interest  of  the  country,  as  clear,  under  the  present  circumstances,  which 
give  the  government  the  right  of  taking,  with  a  proper  compensation,  such 
things  and  services  as  are  required  by  it  for  the  necessities  of  the  war,  so  evi- 
dently unjust,  which  the  Emperor  of  Uie  French  is  now  waging  against'  it. 
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I  therefore  write  to  the  war  department  under  this  date,  in  order  that 
may  proceed  to  estimate  the  payment  of  the  freight  or  price  of  the  wagons  in 
question,  according  to  their  occupation,  whether  temporary  or  permanent. 

After  having  h^  the  honor  to  state  to  your  excellency  the  abome  in  answer 
to  your  note  of  the  16th  instant  in  relation  to  this  subject,  I  avail  myself  of 
the  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  considera- 
tion. 

JUAN  ANTONIO  DE  LA  FUENTE. 

His  Excellency  Monsieur  le  Baron  De  Wagner, 

Minister  Resident  from  Prussia,  Sfc,,  4^.,  9fc. 

Decision. — September  22,  1862 :  Enclose  with  the  communication  to  the 
war  department  the  Prussian  minister's  note,  the  claim  that  it  refers  to,  and 
this  answer,  and  say  that  the  whole  is  communicated  because  it  is  proper  to 
bear  in  mind  the  principles  which  govern  the  policy  of  the  government  in  these 
matters.  (A  rubric.) 

Washington,  January  28,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 
'^  ROMERO. 


No.  3. 
[Translation.] 

Mexico,  September  25,  1862. 

SiR^  By  your  official  communication  of  the  22d  of  this  month,  your  excel- 
lency has  been  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  of  the  measures  decreed  with  regard  to 
the  eventual  indemnification  of  the  French  subject,  Charles  Martin,  for  the 
seizure  of  four  wagons.  Your  excellency  adds  "  that  the  government  has  the 
right  of  taking  possession  of  all  such  things  as  it  may  need  for  the  exigencies 
of  war,  on  condition  of  indemnification." 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  government  and  the  nation  may  use  all  such 
means  of  defence  as  they  consider  to  be  their  right ;  but  to  apply  this  principle 
to  peaceable  and  industrious  foreigners,  who  have  come  into  Mexico  on  the  faith 
of  the  security  of  their  goods  and  persons,  and  to  constrain  them  to  acts  hos- 
tile to  their  own  country,  would  not,  it  seems  to  me,  be  either  equitable,  or 
generous,  or  conformable  to  the  usages  established  by  modem  public  law. 

Now,  also,  the  Spanish  subject,  Francisco  Fernandez,  solicits,  by  the  peti- 
tion, of  which  a  copy  is  subjoined,  the  restitution  of  ten  wagons  and  one  hun- 
dred and  five  mules,  recently  seized  by  order  of  the  government. 

Mr.  Fernandez,  as  the  subject  of  a  neutral  power,  oiight  to  be  exempted 
from  all  contributions  destined  to  sustain  a  foreign  war.  To  wish  to  constrain 
him  to  it  would  be  in  derogation  of  his  rights  and  those  of  his  government 
As  to  promises  of  indemnification,  they  are  often  illusory  and  the  source  of  in- 
terminable reclamations  and  political  complications.  I  believe  that  it  behooves 
the  government  to  prevent  the  expenses  of  a  war  which  it  considers  as  national 
from  falling  in  any  way  whatever  on  foreigners,  and  especially  on  the  subjects 
of  friendly  or  neutral  powers.  The  citizens  alone  of  the  country  ought  to  sup- 
port the  chai'ges  of  it. 

I  flatter  myself,  then,  that  the  government  will  exempt  foreigners  from  all 
imposts,  contributions,  and  requisitions  necessitated  by  actual  circumstances  and 
the  foreign  war,  and  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  cause  the  restitution 
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is  wagons  to  Mr.  Fernandez,  who  would  be  ruined  by  their  loss.     Since 
r  seizure  not  even  sufficient  subsistence  has  been  given  to  the  mules, 
eceive,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

E.  DE  WAGNER, 
'is  Excellency  Juan  Antonfo  de  la  Fuente, 
Minittfr  of  Foreign  Affairs^  4ir.,  fy:, 

Washington,  January  28,  1863. 
true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  4. 

[TraDslRtion  ] 

National  Palace, 
Mexico,  November  14,  1862. 
IR :  I  did  not  reply  to  your  excellency's  note  of  the  25th  of  S  ptember, 
Luse  I  was  prevented  by  more  grave  occupations,  and  because,  after  my 
ial  letter  relative  to  the  obligations  under  which  foreigners  are  of  paying 
contributions  in  the  nature  of  one  per  cent.,  there  remained  but  little  to  be 

on  the  question  of  right  in  the  matter  of  the  French  subject,  Charles  Martin, 

the  Spaniard,  Francisco  Fernandez,  since  the  points  of  iajct  in  regard  to 
claim  of  this  latter  individual  are  cleared  up  in  such  a  manner  by  the  accom- 
^ing  documents,  that,  in  place  of  his  having  suffered  any  loss,  it  is  plain 

the  claimant  is  a  forger  and  a  calumniator. 

ut  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  Frenchman,  Charles  Martin,  your  excellency 
},  in  answer  to  my  reply,  that  the  Mexican  republic  and  its  ^vernment  may 
loy  all  such  means  of  defence  as  they  judge  to  be  theirs  by  right ;  but  to 
ly  this  principle  to  peaceM  and  industrious  foreigners,  who  have  come  into 
country  in  the  confidence  which  they  had  of  the  security  of  their  persons 

their  interests,  and  to  compel  them  to  commit  acts  hostile  to  their  own 
on,  does  not  seem  to  your  excellency  either  just,  or  generous,  or  conformable 
[le  usages  established  by  modem  public  law. 

must  tell  your  excellency,  with  the  most  sincere  regret,  that  I  can  discover 
ill  these  assertions,  put  forward  with  so  much  confidence  and  even  with  a 
ain  degree  of  vehemence,  neither  the  shadow  of  reason  nor  the  slightest 
idation  in  the  law  of  nations  as  now  recognized  and  everywhere  observed, 
ler  I  am  mistaken  as  to  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most  evident  certi- 
),  or  else,  after  having  admitted  the  right  of  the  republic  to  employ  all 
US  useful  for  the  defence  in  which  it  is  now  engaged,  it  is  impossible  to 
m  that  foreigners,  temporary  subjects  of  the  Mexican  government  as  long 
bey  reside  within  the  territory  over  which  it  exercises  its  legitimate  authority, 
lit  not  to  bear  the  taxes  which  the  government  imposes,  through  the  necei^- 
;s  of  war  and  on  condition  of  indemnification,  on  goods  clearly  subject  to 
sovereignty  of  the  nation.  It  is  equally  impossible  for  me  to  understand 
'  the  right  of  taking  forcible  possession  for  cause  or  public  necessity,  exer- 
d  without  contradiction  by  all  States  over  the  goods  of  citizens  and  foreigners 
a  in  time  of  profound  peace,  vanishes  precisely  when  that  necessity  is  most 
ous  and  most  urgent.  On  the  other  hand,  I  certainly  believe  that  your  ex- 
ency  knows  what  is  permitted  t)n  this  point  to  a  belligerent  in  the  country 
ch  he  invades ;  and  your  excellency  will  allow  me  to  manifest  my  surprise 
eeing  that,  when  the  case  of  the  republic  is  in  question,  it  is  sought  to  ignore 
fact  that  the  rights  of  war  are  precisely  the  same  for  both  belligerent  na- 
s,  as  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  remind  your  excellency ;  for,  in  pass- 
from  the  question  of  right  to  actual  conduct,  if  your  excelkvic,^  ^a  ^V^ase^^ 
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to  recall  to  mind  all  that  the  Emperor's  army  has  allowed  itself  in  exactions 
and  excesses  of  all  kinds,  it  seems  to  me  that  your  excellency  should  reflect 
long  before  pretending  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Mexican  government,  so 
nobly  justified,  are  wanting  in  generosity  and  even  in  equity.  This*  govern- 
ment has  demonstrated  by  positive  and  reiterated  facts  that  it  feels  and  appre- 
ciates the  sentiments  of  equity  and  generosity  in  a  high  degree ;  it  by  no  means 
needs  to  be  taught  them  by  others,  as,  unfortunately,  it  has  been  impossible  for 
them  to  teach  them  to  others. 

Your  excellency  says  that  the  requisitions  made  upou  foreigners  are  not  in 
accordance  with  the  usages  which  the  new  law  has  established.  But  this  severe 
reproach  was  hazarded,  as  it  happens,  without  proof,  for  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  find  even  a  single  one  to  serve  as  a  foundation  for  it.     If  I  could 

S resume  for  a  moment  that  my  assertions  had  an  authority  equivalent  to  all 
emonstration,  it  would  suffice  for  me  to  oppose  one  principle  to  another,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  this  controversy ;  but  as  I  am  very  far  from  according  this  exces- 
sive advantage  to  my  ideas,  and  as,  moreover,  my  public  functions  and  the 
orders  of  the  president  oblige  me  to  set  forth  the  rights  of  the  republic  in  all 
diplomatic  questions  that  come  up  before  this  department,  I  cannot,  at  present, 
confine  myself  to  showing  that  the  rights  invoked  by  your  excellency  are  per- 
fectly identical  with  the  policy  pursued  by  the  Mexican  government. 

I  must  add  that,  even  in  case  it  were  as  certain  as  it  is  incorrect,  that  such 
usages  were  contrary  to  those  observed  in  Mexico,  the  federal  government 
would  still  be  justified  in  observing  those  of  this  country.  Your  excellency  ia 
well  aware  that  the  general  principles  of  the  law  of  nations  and  the  usages  which 
put  them  in  practice  owe  their  most  legitimate  development  and  their  most  obliga- 
tory modifications  to  the  treaties  made  between  nations  to  regulate  their  mutual 
relations.  Of  what  consequence  to  us  are  the  usages  of  other  countries  if  our 
own  depend  on  the  public  treaties  which  our  nation  has  concluded  ?  Your 
excellency  may,  if  you  please,  consult  those  treaties,  and  you  will  find  in  those 
which  refer  to  the  requisitions  in  question,  not  the  renunciation  of  the  right 
which  we  have  to  impose  upon  them,  but  the  obligation  of  indemnifying  for  the 
loss  which  they  may  cause. 

I  repeat  that  the  new  international  law  has  everywhere  introduced,  on  the 
point  in  discussion,  usages  conformable  to  ours.  Your  excellency  judges  dif- 
ferently, and  consequently  invokes  against  the  republic  those  usages  and  that 
law  in  order  to  deduce  the  conclusion  that  it  should  submit  to  them ;  but  when 
I  had  the  honor  of  opposing  to  your  excellency's  pretensions  the  principles  of 
the  new  international  law,  sustained  by  authorities  which  the  world  respects, 
your  excellency  replied  that  our  social  state  and  our  finances  established  an 
exception  entirely  against  us ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  law  of  nations  has  the 
power  of  obliging  us,  but  not  of  defending  us,  because  then  Mexico  is  outside 
of  the  law  of  nations.  To  seek  in  this  system  for  logic  and  justice,  not  to 
speak  of  equity  or  magnanimity,  would  be  lost  time,  just  as  much  as  that  spent 
in  hoping  tnat  we  will  consent  to  such  a  humiliation.  I  desire  only  that  your 
excellency  should  reflect  that  you  have  come  into  this  country  with  a  character 
and  a  mission  which  suppose  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  Mexico,  and 
consequently  its  right  to  be  treated  in  everything  in  conformity  with  the  prin- 
ciples admitted  in  other  nations. 

In  order  to  support  the  demand  of  the  Spaniard,  Don  Francisco  Fernandez, 
for  the  restitution  of  ten  wagons  and  105  mules,  recently  seized,  your  excellency 
sets  forth  that  the  party  concerned  being  the  subject  of  a  neutral  power,  the 
loans  and  imposts  destined  to  sustain  a  foreign  war  ought  not  to  affect  him,  and 
to  constrain  him  thereto  by  force  would  be  a  violation  of  his  rights  and  those 
of  his  government. 

I  could  not,  without  useless  and  tedious  repetitions,  present  here  the  incon- 
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testible  foundations  which  sustain  the  right  of  Mexico  to  impose,  in  time  of 
peace  or  war,  general  contributions  obligatory,  without  any  distinction,  on  Mex- 
icans and  foreigners.  On  this  point  I  must  refer  to  my  official  letter  of  the  2d 
of  last  month.  Your  excellency  will  permit  me  to  express  my  profound  con- 
viction that  there  cannot  be  found  a  single  impartial  and  competent  man  who,  on 
reading  that  letter  and  your  excellency's  reply,  would  not  decide  this  question 
in  favor  of  the  republic.  No,  sir ;  there  is  not,  and  there  cannot  be  any  right 
of  neutrality  or  of  any  other  order  whatever  sufficient  to  destroy  the  right 
which  the  law  of  nations  and  public  treaties  give  to  Mexico  to  regulate  its 
finances  as  seems  good  to  it,  to  include  in  this  regulation  all  men  residing  on 
our  territory,  all  the  goods  and  all  the  interests  which  are  found  there,  without 
any  other  exception  than  the  immunities  everywhere  accorded  to  the  representa- 
tives of  other  nations.  Your  excellency  also  says  that  promises  of  indemnity 
ordinarily  become  illusory,  and  are  the  sources  of  interminable  reclamations  or 
of  political  complications.  It  is  true  that  a  multitude  of  reclamations  for  losses 
snstained  have  oeen  totally  unjust  or  terribly  exaggerated,  and  that  to  satisfy 
them  we  have  expended  many  millions  of  piastres  to  the  very  serious  detriment 
of  the  primary  necessities  of  the  general  government.  So  many  demands  on 
the  one  hand,  and  so  many  sacrifices  on  the  other,  certainly  present,  in  the  case 
in  question,  the  cause  of  Mexico  under  an  aspect  which  renders  impossible  all 
charge  of  injustice  on  the  part  of  the  republic.  And  what  I  have  said  of  the 
bad  faith  frequently  remarkable  in  the  claims  of  foreigners  is  fully  confirmed 
in  the  very  demand  which  your  excellency  supports  with  so  much  warmth, 
because,  assuredly,  you  had  not  the  least  suspicion  of  the  true  state  of  the 
affair.  This  Mr.  Fernandez,  whom  your  excellency  desired  to  save  from  utter 
rain  by  the  restitution  of  his  wagons,  this  same  individual,  who  has  induced 
youf  excellency  to  make  these  representations  against  the  harshness  of  the 
agents  of  the  government,  who  did  not  furnish  even  subsistence  to  the  mules 
seized — ^this  very  person  had  contracted  in  writing,  on  the  23d  of  September, 
that  is  to  say  two  days  before  the  date  of  the  note  signed  by  your  excellency 
in  relation  to  this  demand  for  restitution — ^he  had  contracted,  I  repeat,  for  his 
wagons,  destined  to  the  national  service,  in  accordance  with  agreements  already 
made  verbally;  and  on  that  very  same  day,  the  25th,  your  excellency's  official 
letter,  addressed  to  me  on  the  subject  of  his  claim,  Fernandez  asked  and  received 
600  piastres ;  four  days  afterwards  he  received  300  piastres  more ;  and  these 
sums,  according  to  the  terms  of  his  contract,  were  not  certainly  due  to  him. 

All  this  is  certainly  proved  by  the  annexed  documents.  It  seems  evident  to 
me  that  Fernandez  has  committed  a  glaring  outrage  against  your  excellency  in 
engaging  you  to  bring  forward  and  authorize,  by  diplomatic  measures,  a  tissue 
of  falsehoods,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  thereon  an  international  claim. 
Your  excellency  is  the  judge  of  this  outrage  as  far  as  concerns  the  dignity  of 
the  mission  which  you  fulfil.  I  permit  myself  only  to  induce  you,  when  enter- 
ing upon  this  kind  of  claims,  no  more  to  consider  as  proofs  the  suspicious 
stories  of  interested  parties. 

But,  as  far  as  it  is  concerned,  the  Mexican  government  must  enforce  the  exact 
observance  of  the  laws  of  the  country  which  punish  the  calumnious  reclamations 
of  foreigners,  and  Pon  Francisco  Fernandez  will,  most  assuredly,  be  brought 
before  the  proper  tribunal,  in  order  that  he  may  clear  himself,  or  else  receive  the 
just  punishment  due  to  this  crime. 

For  the  rest,  I  have  already  had  the  honor  of  showing  to  your  excellency,  on 
another  occasion,  how  the  unjustifiable  war  declared  against  Mexico  does  not 
cease  to  be  national,  on  its  side,  although  foreigners  pay  the  same  contributions 
as  Mexicans. 

I  must  therefore  inform  your  excellency,  with  profound  regret,  that  the  presi- 
dent cannot  accede  either  to  the  exception  demanded  by  your  excellency  in 
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favor  of  foreigners,  (those,  I  suppose,  confided  to  your  protection,)  nor  to  tbe 
restitution  of  the  wagons  apparently  solicited  by  Don  FranciBco  Fernandez. 
Receive,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

JUAN  ANTONIO  DE  LA  FUENTE. 

His  Excellency  the  Baron  E.  de  Wagner, 

Minuter  Resident  of  Prussia. 


[Translation.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  WAR  AND  OF  THE  NAVY — FOURTH  BUREAU. 

Mexico,  October  25,  1862. 

The  Spanish  subject  Don  Francisco  Fernandez  made  an  agreement  with  the 
undersigned  that  the  wagons  were  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  govern- 
ment on  the  same  conditions  that  those  of  other  persons  employed  in  the  same 
service;  consequently  an  order  was  sent  to  the  treasury  department  to  draw  up 
the  original  contract  with  the  interested  party;  this  took  place  as  it  appears 
from  the  certified  copy.  No.  1,  which  accompanies  this  communication. 

I  told  M.  Fernandez  that  as  soon  as  the  proper  contract  should  be  concluded 
he  could  call  at  this  office,  and  that  I  would  give  him,  on  account,  the  money 
which  he  might  want. 

Two  days  after  having  signed  the  contract  he  called  for  six  hundred  dollars, 
which  I  handed  to  him  immediately,  he  giving  me  the  corresponding  receipt, 
copy  of  which  I  enclose,  marked  No.  2;  and  four  days  after  this  advance  I 
sent  him,  as  appears  from  copy  No.  3,  three  hundred  aollars,  which  he  said  he 
needed  to  start  and  to  comply  with  the  duty  assigned  him,  so  that  six  days  after 
the  conclusion  of  his  contract  he  had  received  nine  hundred  dollars,  an  amount 
which  was  much  greater  than  was  due  him  for  the  time  elapsed. 

After  the  preceding  statement,  you  will  not  be  astonished  at  hearing  from  me 
that  I  have  been  greatly  surprised  when  I  read  the  statement  addressed  to  the 
Prussian  minister  by  the  Spanish  subject  Don  Francisco  Fernandez,  and  a  copy 
of  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  of  sending  me;  this  statement  is  under  all 
aspects  a  calumny,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  above-mentioned  documents. 

This  is  my  answer  to  your  communication  of  yesterday,  and  I  inform  you  of 
all  that  has  happened  in  the  matter  to  which  it  relates. 

Liberty  and  reform. 

BLANCO. 

The  Citizen  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


No.  L 

DEPARTMENT  OF  WAR  AND  NAVY. 

In  virtue  of  the  supreme  order  annexed,  this  treasury  department  has  made 
with  the  citizen  Francisco  Fernandez  a  contract  relative  to  ten  truisportation 
wagons  for  the  service  of  the  nation,  on  the  following  conditions : 

1st.  The  price  of  each  wagon  will  be  ten  dollars  for  every  day  that  they  shall 
be  occupied  and  that  they  shall  be  in  the  service  of  said  army. 

2d.  In  case  of  loss,  fully  certified,  the  contractor  shall  be  indemnified,  calcu- 
lating each  wagon  at  a  value  of  seven  hundred  dollars  and  the  mules  at  fifty 
dollars  each. 

3d.  All  the  expenses  of  teamsters,  mules,  and  all  the  repairing  necessary  for 
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the  wagons  to  be  ready  to  marcli,  and  attend  to  all  the  work  of  the  campaign, 
shall  be  on  account  of  the  contractor  and  under  his  own  responsibility. 

4th.  He  will  not  be  entitled  to  any  indemnity  for  the  wagons  which  is  not 
expressed  in  this  contract. 

And  for  the  due  execution  thereof,  we  sign  the  present  at  the  city  of  Mexico, 
on  the  23d  of  September,  1862. 

FRANCISCO  FERNANDEZ. 

ANTONIO  DE  PALACIO  Y  MAGAROLA. 


A  true  copy. 


Mexico,  October  2,  1862. 
MANUEL  MARIA  DE  SANDOVAL. 


No.  2. 
[Translation  ] 

Stamped  paper,  5th  class,  25  cents.  For  the  years  1862  and  1863.  For  in- 
voices, accounts,  and  receipts,  from  $100  and  upwards,  and  which  do  not  exceed 
t3,000. 


'Office  of  the  Stamped  Paper  of  the  District, 

Mexico,  September  25y  1862. 
I  have  received  from  the  citizen  minister  of  war  the  amount  of  six  hundred 
dollars,  ($600,)  on  account  of  freight  for  my  ten  wagons,  which  I  have  contracted 
with  the  supreme  government  for  the  service  of  the  army. 

FRANCISCO  FERNANDEZ. 

Mexico,  October  2,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

MANUEL  MARIA  DE  SANDOVAL. 


No.  3. 

[Translation  ] 


Stamped  paper,  5th  class,  25  cents.     In  the  years  1862  and  1863.    For, in- 
voices, accounts,  and  receipts,  from  $100  and  upwards,  not  over  $3,000. 


Office  of  the  Stamped  Paper  op  the  District, 

Mexico,  Septe7nber  29,  1862. 
I  have  received  from  the  citizen  minister  of  war  the  amount  of  three  hundred 
dollars,  ($300,)  on  account  of  the  contract  made  for  my  wagons. 

FRANCISCO  FERNANDEZ. 

Mexico,  October  2,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

MANUEL  MARIA  DE  SANDOVAL. 

Washington,  January  28,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROM^E.B.0. 
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No.  6. 
[Translation.] 

Mexico,  December  10,  1862. 

Article  1.  This  grateful  nation  concedes  to  its  brave  sons  who  defended 
the  independence  of  their  country  against  traitors,  preserved  the  peace,  and  pro- 
tected the  city  of  Puebla,  a  medal  of  honor  for  tne  deeds  of  the  4th,  and  the 
defence  of  the  5th  of  May,  1862. 

Art.  2.  Both  medals  shall  be  round,  of  twenty-five  millimetres  in  diameter 
and  two  in  thickness,  and  shall  bear  on  the  obverse  this  inscription :  "  The 
Mexican  republic  to  her  brave  sons."  On  the  reverse  shall  be:  ^'By  defeating 
the  traitors  on  the  4th  of  May,  they  effectually  contributed  to  the  triumph  won 
at  Puebla  against  the  French  armv  on  the  5th  of  May,  1862."  The  inscription 
on  the  reverse  shall  be  surrounded  by  a  wreath  of  laurel. 

Art.  3.  The  medals  of  the  brigadier  generals  shall  be  of  gold,  with  an  orna- 
ment over  it ;  those  of  the  other  chiefs,  as  far  as  the  lieutenant  colonel,  shiall  be 
of  gold,  without  ornament;  those  of  the  other  chiefs  shall  b^  of  silver,  overgilt; 
those  of  officers  of  silver  only ;  and  those  of  soldiers  shall  be  of  some  inferior 
metal.  The  grantees  will  use  them  pending  from  a  ribbon  with  the  national 
colors. 

Art.  4.  The  executive  will  order  the  dies  for  such  medals  to  be  made  imme- 
diately, and  said  medals  to  be  coined  in  order  to  distribute  them  to  the  grantees, 
giving  to  each  one  of  them  a  diploma,  which  will  contain  this  law,  and  mention 
his  name  and  military  grade.     He  will  defray  all  the  necessary  expenses. 

Art.  5.  The  minister  of  war,  in  representation  of  the  executive,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  three  deputies,  in  representation  of  Congress,  will  distribute  in  the 
most  solemn  manner  the  medals  above  referred  to. 

Art.  6.  All  the  individuals  engaged  in  the  army  and  the  sons  of  wounded 
and  deceased  soldiers  who  fought  against  the  traitors  will  be  exempt  from  the 
payment  of  all  personal  tax  for  the  period  of  ten  years. 

Art.  7.  The  sons  of  those  to  whom  the  preceding  article  refers  will  be  pre- 
ferred, in  equal  circumstances,  to  any  others,  for  receiving  education  at  the 
expense  of  the  government  in  the  national  colleges  or  for  the  employments  they 
may  aspire  to,  and  the  disposition  of  which  appertains  to  the  executive  govern- 
ment 

Washington,  January  28,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  6. 
[Translation.] 

Mexico,  December  15, 1862. 

Article  1.  The  acts  of  the  so-called  authorities,  established  by  the  invaders 
and  traitors  or  which  they  may  hereafter  est&blish  in  the  republic,  are  null  and 
void. 

Art.  2.  All  contracts  made  by  those  so-called  authorities  or  which  may  here- 
after be  celebrated,  shall  be  also  null  and  void,  and  all  who  take  part  in  them 
will  do  BO  at  their  peril. 
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Art.  3.  The  traitors  cannot  be  considered  in  anj  way  in  the  treaties  which 
the  government  celebrate  with  France. 

Washington,  January  2,  1863. 
A  true  copj. 

ROMERO. 


No.  7. 

[Translation.] 

Mexico,  December  15,  1862. 

Article  1.  The  Mexican  government  will  treat  the  French  prisoners  that 
are  taken  from  the  invading  army  in  the  same  manner  as  the  French  army  treats 
Mexican  prisoners. 

Art.  2.  The  government  will  supply  in  preference  the  families  of  Mexican 
prisoners  with  the  pay  that  is  due  to  these  latter  in  virtue  of  their  employ- 
ments. 

Washington,  January  2,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  8. 
[Translation.] 

Citizen  representatives : 

As  you  came  from  all  the  states  of  our  confederacy  to  meet  in  this  au^st 
chamber,  without  any  other  object  in  view  than  that  inspired  solely  by  the  dan- 
ger which  threatened  the  republic,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  duties 
appertaining  to  the  distinguished  confidence  which  you  have  deserved  from  the 
Jn^exican  people,  thus  also  you  have  given  yourselves  up  to  the  assiduous  dis- 
charge of  your  high  functions  in  the  same  proportion  that  the  political  crisis 
became  more  violent  and  threatening.  The  only  interruption  which  has  mani- 
fested itself  in  the  legislative  duties  of  this  congress  has  been  caused  by  the 
noble  and  patriotic  desire  of  giving  fuller  solemnity  and  prestige  to  the  rewards 
of  the  intrepid  soldiers  who,  with  their  immortal  deeds,  conquered  throughout 
the  country,  and  admiration  which  will  last  as  long  as  the  country  itself. 

The  vote  of  confidence  with  which  you  have  honored  the  government  of  the 
republic  has  filled  the  most  imperious  exigency  of  the  national  service  in  the 
uncalled  for  conflict  brought  about  by  the  manifest  injustice  of  the  Emperor  of 
the  French,  and  the  manifestoes  which  you  address  to  the  nation  is  not  only  a 
precious  monument  of  reasoning  and  learning  which  crushes  all  the  sophisms  of 
the  foreign  invader,  but  a  model  also  of  republican  dignity,  which  must  have 
made  him  understand  the  manly  resolution  of  Mexico  to  defend  its  autonomy 
and  honor,  or  perish  in  the  attempt. 

The  brave  warriors  who  co-operated  in  the  victory  of  the  5th  of  May,  either 
fighting  against  the  traitorous  hosts,  the  auxiliaries  to  the  French,  or  holding 


480  PRESENT  CONDITION  OP  MEXICO. 

tbemselves  firm  and  ready  for  combat  in  Poebla,  have  obtdned  from  yon  the 
reward  which  they  have  so  well  deserved. 

You  have  also  passed  laws  which  a  wise  poHcy  advised  bearing  against  the 
traitors  and  the  acts  of  their  spurious  authorities.  As  for  the  prisoners  made 
from  the  enemy,  you  have  established  the  rule  of  conduct  towards  them  which 
they  themselves  must  observe.  This  is  an  irreproachable  document  for  our 
invaders,  and  which,  far  from  inflicting  any  evil  on  persons  not  connected  with 
the  war,  contains  the  only  measure  which  can  compel  the  chiefs  of  the  expedi- 
tion to  respect  the  law  of  nations,  which  they  have  had  the  boldness  to  violate. 

I  think  I  am  not  wrong  in  considering  myself  the  fisuthful  organ  of  the  gen- 
eral opinion  when  I  praise  your  legislative  acts. 

You  close  the  first  period  of  your  sessions  precisely  on  the  exact  day  set 
apart  by  our  fundamental  charter.  This  peaceful  and  perfect  regularity,  this 
undisturbed  course,  so  worthy  of  the  first  Mexican  power,  is  a  new  and  terrific 
lesson  to  the  enemy .  who  has  so  often  been  and  so  miserably  deceived  himself 
in  so  unjustifiable  a  manner,  predicting  our  sudden  and  shameful  dissolution. 

Encourage,  citizen  deputies,  in  the  bosom  of  your  families  tlie  most  profound 
security  that  the  goveniment  will  exert  the  most  diligent  care  in  order  to 
respond  to  the  expectations  of  the  country  and  to  those  of  its  worthy  repre- 
sentatives by  defending  to  the  last  the  independence  of  the  republic  and  her 
cherished  institutions. 

Washington,  January  28,.  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERa 


No.  9. 
[Translation.] 

Citizen  President  of  the  republic: 

Mexico  exists  as  an  independent,  sovereign,  and  free  nation,  notwithstanding 
the  combinations  of  a  spurious  ambition,  which,  associating  itself  with  treason 
and  perfidy,  and  preying  on  the  moments  in  which  the  bleeding  of  our  painful 
wounds  of  a  bloody  and  prostrated  civil  war  had  not  ceased,  counted  upon  the 
country  accepting  with  pleasure,  weakened  and  fatigued  as  it  is  now,  after  so 
many  and  deep  calamities,  the  foreign  intervention,  which  means  humiliation 
and  dishonor. 

Mexico  exists,  and  with  her  own,  and  only  her  own,  resources  boldly  faces 
this  iniquitous  war,  which  has  no  reason  to  be,  and  which  would  cause  the 
hatred  and  scandal  of  the  civilized  world  had  the  law  of  force  and  arms  less 
influence  in  the  destinies  of  the  human  kind.  Mexico  exists,  and,  with  inex- 
perienced soldiers  and  citizen  generals,  struggles  with  disciplined  and  renowned 
armies,  and  transmits  to  history  pages  so  glorious  and  brilliant  as  that  of  the 
6th  of  May.  1862. 

Mexico,  finally,  exists,  and  while  it  pours  out  the  blood  and  lavishes  the 
wealth  of  her  sons  in  order  to  defend  her  honor  and  independence,  and  snfiers 
their  unarmed  enemies  to  stand  and  respects  the  life  and  even  the  glory  of  the 
prisoners  made  by  her  armies,  gives  every  day  example  of  morality  and  en- 
lightenment to  those  who  have  invaded  her  territory  under  the  pretence  of 
civilizing  her. 

With  these  statements,  and  when  from  our  remotest  states  and  territories 
armed  people  come  to  defend  the  sacred  rights  of  the  country,  how  those  elected 
by  the  people,  the  legislatures  of  the  republic,  could  neglect  the  fulfilment  of 
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the  high  duties  which  the  constitution  has  assigned  them?  How  could  it  not 
be  expected  that  they  would  give  themselves  to  the  practice  of  their  duties  with 
the  assiduity  and  zeal  which  the  government  has  acknowledged  ? 

If  the  eminently  national  solemnity  which  took  place  in  Puehla  de  Zaragoza, 
[>n  the  4th  instant,  interrupted  for  some  days  the  tasks  of  the  Mexican  congress, 
it  is  also  true  that  the  members  were  there  most  vividly  impressed  with  feelings 
yf  patriotism,  exalted  the  glory  of  our  brave  men,  consolidated  the  spirit  of 
anion  and  harmony,  which  exists  to  a  great  extent  in  the  worthy  army  of  the 
sast,  and  returned  more  and  more  animated  with  the  desire  of  promoting  mea- 
sures conducive  to  the  defence  of  the  nation. 

The  vote  of  implicit  confidence  which  the  government  deserved,  being  fully 
empowered  to  act,  has  not  prevented  the  representatives  of  the  people  from 
initiating  such  legislative  measures  as,  in  their  judgment,  may  contribute  to  so 
great  an  object ;  and  the  manifesto  addressed  to  the  republic  by  her  representa- 
tives has  only  been  the  genuine  expression  of  the  evident  justice  with  which 
the  country  opposes  the  foreign  intervention,  of  the  legitimate  dignity  with  which 
It  defends  itself  from  an  aggression  which,  however  unjust  and  true,  is  yet  im- 
probable, and  of  the  insurmountable  and  most  firm  resolution  of  maintaining, 
with  any  sacrifice,  the  incolumity  of  its  rights. 

The  Jaws  passed  by  the  national  congress  in  this  period  of  its  sessions  are 
few  indeed,  if  their  number  is  to  be  compared  with  the  ardent  wish  of  the  repre- 
sentatives to  serve  their  country  in  the  present  crisis,  which  cannot  be  doubted 
is  a  question  of  life  or  death  to  the  Mexican  national  city  ;  but  if  a  scrupulous 
neglect  to  the  precepts  of  the  constitution  obliged  them  to  adjourn,  the  nation 
has  already  the  assurance  that  the  very  moment  the  presence  of  congress  may 
be  necessary  for  the  public  safety,  it  will  resume  immediately  the  exercise  of  its 
august  functions,  whatever  the  obstacles  may  be,  whatever  the  vicissitudes  and 
misfortunes  that  circumstances  may  have  created  at  that  time. 

In  terminating  congress,  with  a  constitutional  regularity  the  first  period  of  its 
sessions,  in  offering  thus  a  new  proof  to  the  enemies  of  the  country,  who  have 
been  announcing  our  near  and  shameful  dissolution,  it  leaves  in  the  hands  of  the 
first  magistrate  of  the  republic  a  situation  extremely  difficult,  tremendous — for  the 
dearest,  the  most  precious,  interests  of  the  country  are  exposed  in  it — ^but  such 
a  situation  as  to  offer,  at  the  same  time,  a  happy  future  of  glory  and  of  mag- 
nificent reward  to  the  citizen  who  has  maintained  the  principles  of  law  invio- 
lable ;  who  knows  the  spirit  and  power  of  the  nation ;  who  has  a  profound  faith 
in  the  destinies  of  the  country ;  who  always  folio wS  the  great  inspirations  in  con 
formity  with  the  people;  and  who  knows,  finally,  that  in  order  not  to  descend 
from  power  and  be  reduced  to  the  dust  and  nothingness  of  history,  it  is  neces- 
sary, resolutely,  energetically,  and  with  indomitable  constancy,  to  make  the  ene- 
mies of  the  country  reason  so  as  to  be  able  to  say,  in  ^ture  time :  Mexico  exists 
Eis  a  nation  with  honor — independent,  sovereign,  and  free. 

Washington,  January  2,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  10. 
[Translation.] 

Soldiers  !  I  come  to  salute  you  in  the  name  of  the  country  which  you  have 
BO  gloriously  served. 

1  come  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  splendid  victory  which  you  have  won 
against  the  enemies  of  the  national  mdependence. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  64 31 
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I  come,  finally,  to  decorate  jou  with  the  insignia  which  the  republic  offen 
you  as  a  reward  for  your  courage  and  great  virtues. 

While  disputing  the  passage  of  the  enemy  on  the  heights  of  Acultzingo,  and 
while  defending  this  beautiful  city,  you  have  excited  the  gratitude  and  wonder 
of  the  whole  country,  whose  name  you  have  thus  exalted  to  the  eyes  of  all 
nations. 

On  the  5th  of  May  you  were  but  few,  and,  nevertheless,  you  humbled  the 
pride  of  troops  which  have  been  victorious  in  many  a  renowned  battle.  Thou- 
sands of  warriors,  worthy  of  you,  came  soon  after  from  all  parts  of  oar  country; 
and,  united  with  them,  you  will  win  new  laurels,  and  cause  the  army  of  the  east 
to  become  immortal. 

Soldiers !  carry  upon  your  brave  breasts,  and  with  noble  pride,  the  medals 
which  you  receive  to-day,  and  which  will  remind  you  both  of  your  heroic  deeds 
and  of  the  great  and  good  country  which  you  must  save  at  any  and  every  cost 

Conquerors  of  the  5th  of  May,  one  and  all,  defenders  of  the  national  inde- 
pendence i  an  unjust  enemy  brings  us  war  and  advances  already  against  us,  be- 
cause it  thinks  us  weak  and  degraded.  Prepare  for  the  fight,  and  prove  to  the 
proud  invader  that  Mexico  lives,  and  that  it  will  never  yield  to  the  caprice  of 
any  potentate,  because  it  defends  the  cause  of  justice,  civilization,  and  humanity, 
and  because  it  relies  on  her  sons,  loyal  and  courageous  as  you  are. 

Soldiers  of  Zaragoza !  you  will  not  darken  the  glory  which  you  obtained 
tmder  his  command.  You  have  his  example ;  it  will  encourage  you  in  battle, 
and  there  you  have  for  your  leader  the  hero  of  Silao  and  Capulalpam,  who  will 
lead  you  to  victory. 

Soldiers  !  Long  live  the  independence !     Long  live  the  republic ! 

Puebla  de  Zaragoza,  December  4,  1862. 


A  true  copy. 


BENITO  JUAREZ. 
Washington,  January  2,  1863. 
ROMERO. 


No.  11. 

[Translation.] 

Speech  made  by  Mr,  Hernandez  y  Hernandez,  president  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  congrese  of  the  union. 

Soldiers  of  the  independence !  The  country  is  satisfied  with  you  and  proud 
of  your  triumphs.  The  congress  of  the  union,  a  just  admirer  of  your  virtues 
and  a  faithful  interpreter  of  the  national  will,  has  voted  you  a  deserved  reward, 
which  it  does  not  doubt  you  will  know  how  to  carry,  with  dignity,  in  those 
breasts  which  beat  with  high  patriotic  enthusiasm  on  the  memorable  day  of  the 
ever-glorious  5th  of  May. 

The  hated  despot,  the  usurper  of  the  French  throne,  thought  to  conquer  us 
very  easily,  and,  arrogantly,  has  sent  us  his  legions ;  but  lo  !  fortune — ^your 
patriotism — ^has  caused  him  to  meet  before  the  walls  of  Guadalupe  with  the  curb 
to  his  ambition.  You  have  caused  his  dreams  to  vanish ;  you  have  sealed  the 
catalogue  of  his  crimes ;  and  whatever  the  future  of  our  country  may  be,  what- 
ever the  number  of  days  of  trial  may  be  reserved  to  it,  your  glory  is  imperish- 
able, your  names  are  written  in  history  with  indelible  characters,  and  neither 
time  nor  the  rage  of  tvrauts  shall  tarnish  the  proud  laurels  which  adorn  your 
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brows.  The  whole  world  envies  you,  and  posterity,  when  recording  your  deeds, 
will  bless  you,  and  will  justly  call  you  the  victors  of  the  first  solmers  in  the 
world. 

Noble,  enduring  soldiers  of  the  east !  I  congratulate  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
national  congress,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  letting  you  know  that  it  has  full  faith 
in  your  courage  and  self-denial ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  in  the  next  battles,  in- 
voking the  memory  of  General  Zaragoza,  you  will  know  how  to  triumph  again, 
ImmbUng  forever  that  bold  enemy,  who  respect*  you  already.  You  will  then 
raise  the  name  of  Mexico  higher  than  yonder  volcanoes  which  we  contemplate, 
so  that,  in  after  time,  when  the  traveller  sees  them  from  afar  on  the  high  seas, 
he  shall  exclaim,  with  admiration:  "  There  dwells  a  free  people.'' 

Soldiers  of  liberty,  brave  sons  of  Mexico  !  a  grateful  country  embraces  you 
to  its  heart.  You  have  deserved  its  gratitude,  but  you  have  yet  something  to  do. 
You  have  to  fulfil  the  mission  which  has  been  intrusted  to  you ;  an  undying 
fame  awaits  you.  Have  faith  in  the  justice  of  your  cause,  and  a  grateful  people, 
at  some  ftiture  day,  as  it  is  to-day,  will  enthusiastically  salute  you  with  these 
words :  "  Long  live  the  preservers  of  our  independence !  Glory  to  the  truly 
deserving  soldiers  of  the  east !'' 

Washington,  January  28,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  12. 

[Translation.] 

The  citizen  General  Zaragoza  caused  the  French  prisoners  who  were  relieved 
of  their  wounds  to  be  conveyed  to  Puebla  and  set  at  liberty.  The  citizen 
Colonel  Guccione,  as  he  passed  by  Acultzingo,  addressed  to  them,  in  the  name 
of  the  general-in-chief,  the  following  speech,  in  which  is  to  be  observed  the  con- 
trast between  what  we  are  in  fact  and  what  we  are  said  to  be : 

"  You  have  been  taken  prisoners.  Frenchmen,  in  the  unjust  war  which  has 
been  brought  against  the  Mexicans.  Your  countrymen  find  here  hospitality,  are 
treated  like  our  own  brothers,  and,  after  a  short  time,  they  acquire  large  fortunes 
and  obtain  our  esteem.  Between  the  Mexican  people  and  the  French  people 
there  is  a  natural  sympathy,  for  both  love  liberty  and  progress,  however  the 
case  may  be  that  one  is  a  happy  people  and  the  other  an  unfortunate  one.  Your 
government  has  always  been  regarded  by  the  Mexican  government  as  a  friendly 
and  enlightened  government ;  our  government  has  always  hastened  to  render 
the  justice  due  to  it.  It  has  never,  never  offended  it.  Still,  the  French  gov- 
ernment, influenced  by  false,  disloyal,  and  ridiculous  information,  has  ordered 
you  to  come  to  our  territories,  to  delay  our  peace,  and  to  fall  upon  us  as  banditti. 
Your  chief,  in  the  name  of  France,  has  entered  into  an  armistice  in  the  prelimi- 
naries of  '  La  Soledad,'  but  he  has  trampled  on  it;  he  has  deceived  us ;  he  has 
committed  treason  with  the  same  representation.  The  French  government,  on 
learning  the  conduct  of  its  minister,  has  approved  of  it.  You,  the  blind  instru- 
ments of  the  erroneous  policy  of  Napoleon  III,  having  been  taken  in  arms 
against  us,  ought  to  have  been  treated  as  fillibusters.  France  itself,  or  any  other 
nation,  would  have  punished  you  immediately,  as  pirates,  with  the  pain  of  death. 
"  What,  notwithstandinff  this,  has  the  general-in-chief  of  the  army  which  de- 
fends our  independence,  aone  ?  The  magnanimous  and  faithful  interpreter  of 
the  sentiments  of  the  Mexican  people,  he  has  allowed  you  to  live,  he  has  ordered 
you  to  be  waited  on  in  preference  to  his  own  soldiers,  and  now  he  announces  to 
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you,  through  me,  that  you  are  all  about  being  returned  to  your  countrymen.  And 
note  this :  that  he  gives  you  back  without  any  advantage,  and  even  deprive 
himself,  voluntarily,  of  that  which  an  exchange  of  yourselves  for  our  prisoners 
would  afford  him. 

''  Not  long  ago  an  honorable  Mexican  officer,  the  citizen  Commander  Felesforo 
Funon  Gafiedo,  taken  by  the  French  at  the  battle  of  Barranca  Seca,  came  witii 
a  passport  from  your  general,  expressly  authorized  to  arrange  an  exchange, 
known  to,  and  approved  by,  the  same  general.  You  see  it  is  true  that  our  gen- 
eral, in  setting  you  at  liberty  unconditionally,  has  given  up  spontaneously  the 
advantage  which  he  might  have  derived  from  you. 

"  Go  in  peace  to  the  encampment  of  our  enemies,  but,  I  assure  you,  you  are 
going  to  be  surprised  with  the  spectacle  which  will  be  there  presented  to  your 
eyes.  Our  soldiers  made  prisoners  in  Barranca  8eca  are  compelled  to  work  in 
the  intrenchments ;  our  officers  are  confined  in  filthy  places,  naked  and  hungry. 
However  blind  and  prejudiced  you  may  go,  when  you  shall  draw  the  parallel 
which,  in  spite  of  yourselves,  you  mu3t  draw  between  the  conduct  of  the  nation 
which  pretends  to  be  the  first  among  the  civilized  nations  of  the  world  and  the 
Mexican  nation,  called,  by  your  countrymen,  savage,  you  cannot  help  being 
ashamed  of  yourselves.  Your  own  chiefs  acknowledge  the  bad  treatment  which 
the  prisoners  of  Barranca  Seca  experience,  and  hypocritically  try  to  exculpate 
themselves  by  saying  that  said  prisoners  are  not  theirs,  but  those  of  the  traitors : 
as  though  these  traitors  had  been  able  to  take  them;  as  though  they  could  act 
independently  of  the  invaders ;  as  though  invaders  and  traitors  had  not  made 
common  cause  and  mutually  accepted  their  joint  crimes. 

"  Eetum  and  join  your  comrades,  and  if  you  are  true  men,  say  to  them:  'Jus- 
tice and  honor  attend  the  Mexicans.  The  French,  strong  and  brave  as  they 
are,  have  in  Mexico  become  the  mere  slaves  to  falsehood  and  iniquity.* " 

Washington,  January  28,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  13. 

[Translation.} 

Mexico,  September  15,  1862. 
My  Dear  and  Esteemed  Sir  :  Mr.  Guillebault,  president  of  the  French  So- 
ciety of  Beneficence,  has  learned  that  some  prisoners  have  arrived  in  Mexico. 
Although  we  are  fully  aware  of  the  humanitarian  care  which  the  supreme  gov- 
ernment takes  of  the  foreign  prisoners,  he  would  like  to  be  allowed  to  furnish 
them  some  comforts. 

I  would  be  very  much  obliged  to  you,  should  you  have  no  objection,  if  you 
would  grant  Mr.  Guillebault's  wishes. 

Your  excellency  will  be  pleased,  in  this  connexion,  to  accept  the  assurances 
of  my  entire  consideration. 

E.  DE  WAGNER. 
His  ExceJlency  General  Gonzales  Mendoza, 

Crovemor  of  the  District, 

Washington,  January  28,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


PRESENT   CONDITION    OF     MEXICO.  485 

No.  14. 

ITTanBlation.] 

Mexico,  September  15,  1862. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  M.  Guillebault,  president  of  the  French  Society  of  Beneficence, 
has  delivered  me  your  excellency's  letter,  in  which  you  request  that  he  be 
allowed  to  furnish  some  comforts  to  the  French  prisoners  who  arrived  here 
yesterday.  There  is  no  objection  whatever  to  that  gentleman's  carrying  out  his 
wishes  in  regard  to  his  countrymen,  notwithstanding  that,  as  you  very  properly 
8ay»  you  are  fully  aware  of  the  humanitarian  attentions  which  the  supreme  gov- 
ernment pays  to  foreign  prisoners. 

Please  accept,  in  this  connexion,  the  assurance   of  my  consideration  and 
esteem 

JOSfi  M,  GONZALES  MENDOZA. 
His  Excellency  Mr.  E.  De  Wagner, 

Minuter  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia, 

Washington,  January  28,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  15. 

[Translntion.] 

French  Soldiers  !  You  are,  in  spite  of  yourselves,  the  instruments  of  an 
iniquitous  war  which  sordid  interests,  unjust  hatred,  and  low  intrigues  have 
brought  about. 

Your  sovereign  has  been  deceived ;  your  military  honor  has  been  compro- 
mitted ;  a  terrible,  implacable  struggle  will  shortly  commence  between  a  people 
which  has  everywhere  fought  for  the  liberty  of  the  world,  and  a  people  whom 
it  is  intended  to  violently  deprive  of  their  liberty. 

You  wage  against  my  country  a  war  which  your  reason  repels  and  which 
your  sentiments  disavow.  The  French  soldier  is  the  slave  of  discipline,  but 
above  discipline  rests  the  duty  of  man. 

Soldiers !  I  speak  to  you  in  the  name  of  civilization  and  humanity.  JLeave 
the  arms  soiled  with  the  contact  of  infamous  traitors,  who  demand  a  fratricidal 
support.  Do  not  judge  the  mass  of  the  people  bv  these  miserable  wretches. 
Come  to  us,  and  you  wiU  see  that  you  will  find  with  us  a  nation  of  brothers, 
who,  while  they  shall  cordially  receive  you,  will  give  you  a  frank  and  amply 
hospitable  asylum. 

Mexico  stUl  offers  to  the  sons  of  France,  on  the  one  hand,  its  wealth,  its 
liberties,  its  well-being ;  on  the  other  hand  it  presents  to  them  the  sword  which 
shall  strike  the  invader,  whose  yoke  it  will  never  accept. 

V.  RIVA  PALACIO. 
Colonel  of  Volunteers,  Chief  of  the  Military 

Line  of  Tehuacan  and  Songolia. 

Washington,  January  28,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 
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No.  16. 
[Tninslation.] 

Mexican  Republic,  Army  of  the  Centre, 
Quartermaster  GeneraVs  Office,  Section  2d,  Mexico,  December  2,  1862. 
The  French  deserters,  Charles  Michell,  Artour  Gaiquole,  Leones  LoDdres, 
Alexander  Morell,  Augustin  Morell,  and  Pedro  Holland,  have  been  provided 
with  passports,  since  the  26th  of  last  November,  to  go  to  the  State  of  Gnanajnato 
and  seek  for  employment  in  their  profession,  or  any  other  office  in  which  they 
might  be  employed.  The  undersigned  recommends  them  to  you,  as  per  order 
from  the  geueral-ui-chief,  and  expects  you  will  be  kind  to  them,  and  will  treat 
them  well. 

Liberty  and  reform. 

JOSE  J.  ALVAREZ. 
The  Military  Commander  at  Guanajuato, 

Washington,  January  28,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  17. 

[Translation.] 

Office  of  Telegraph  Line  between  Mexico  and  Vera  Cruz, 

Puebla,  December  19,  1862. 
[Received  in  Mexico  at  half-p.'<BC  four  o'clock  p  m.] 

General  Rivera  communicates  to  me,  by  express,  that  he  succeeded  iu  laying 
in  ambush  a  force  of  cavalry  and  infantry  at  the  place  called  Las  Vigas,  and 
that  they  fired  upon  the  French  at  close  quarters ;  and  that  they  were  taken 
completely  by  surprise.  He  tells  me,  besides,  that  he  cut  them  up  badly,  and 
that  he  will  report  in  detail  hereafter ;  that  at  the  time  the  engagement  occurred 
there  was  a  dense  fog.  The  infantry  was  from  Tlacolula,  and  said  general  re- 
ports they  behaved  very  well.     I  send  you  the  report. 

ORTEGA. 

The  Minister  of  War. 

Washington,  January  28,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  18. 

[Translation.] 

Office  of  Telegraph  Line  between  Mexico  and  Vera  Cruz, 

Puebla,  December  19,  1862. 
[Received  id  Mexico  at  forty- eight  minutes  past  7  p.  m.] 
General  Rivera  communicates  to  me,  by  express,  that  an  encounter  has  taken 
place  between  his  troops  and  the  invading  army  which  has  moved  from  ^Talapa, 
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and  it  seems  that  the  whole  of  their  troops  were  engaged.   The  engagement  was 
bloody,  and  lasted  three  hours. 

The  honor  of  the  arms  of  the  nation  has  remained  untarnished,  particularly  if 
it  be  taken  into  consideration  that  the  brave  soldiers  under  the  command  of  said 
general  were  less  in  number  than  the  eighth  part  of  the  invaders,  and  their 
object  to  annoy  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  Perote  without  preventing  his 
advance ;  almost  all  our  force  was  cavalry.     I  send  you  the  official  report. 

ORTEGA. 

The  Citizen  Minister  of  War. 

Washington,  January  28,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 


[TraDBlation  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States, 

Washington^  January  29,  1863. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  in  English  of  a 
translation  of  a  very  interesting  speech,  delivered  by  General  Prim  before  the 
Senate  of  Spain  on  the  9th,  10th,  and  11th  of  December  last,  upon  the  affairs  of 
Jiiexico. 

The  important  part  which  this  general  took  in  the  events  which  have  occurred 
in  Mexico  gives  to  his  statements  and  opinions  a  greater  weight  than  if  they 
emanated  from  any  other  source. 

I  regret  exceedingly  my  inability  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  documents  read  by 
General  Prim  while  delivering  his  speech,  and  which  corroborate  his  assertions. 
Should  they  hereafter  reach  me,  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  transmit  them  to 
your  department. 

•  •#••••  0  • 

The  speech  of  General  Prim  contains,  besides,  very  important  information  in 
reference  to  the  actual  situation  of  the  republic  and  of  its  government,  and  of 
the  supposed  desire  of  the  Mexican  people  to  establish  a  monarchy ;  to  which 
information  I  very  particularly  call  your  attention. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distingvished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc.y  ifc.,  ifc. 


SPEECH  OF  GENERAL  PRIM  ON  THE  MEXICAN  QUESTION. 

Spanish  senafe,  session  of  December  9,  1862. 

Senatorial  Palace,  December  9,  1862. 
I  ask  the  senate  to  add  the  following  to  the  paragraph  relating  to  Mexico : 
"  As  they  are  gratified  that  the  government  of  your  Majesty  has  declared  that 
it  did  not  depend  on  itself,  nor  on  the  plenipotentiary  of  your  Majesty,  that  such 
a  disagreement  should  take  place.'' 

THE  COUNT  OF  REUS. 
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In  support  of  this  he  said : 

The  senate  will  understand  that  in  presenting  this  amendment  it  has  not  heen 
my  intention  to  do  an  act  of  opposition  to  the  proposed  reply  to  the  speedi  of 
the  crown.  My  object  has  been  to  seek  an  occasion  to  begin  this  debate.  In 
fact,  gentlemen,  having  been  one  of  the  first  movers  of  the  Mexican  question, 
and  having,  perhaps,  things  to  say  which  are  not  yet  known,  I  have  thought  it 
convenient  to  give  a  historical  narration  of  what  has  occurred,  in  order  that  hon- 
orable senators  may  take  part  in  the  debate,  and  may  refer  to  what  I  will  have 
the  honor  of  laying  before  the  senate. 

Whenever  I  have  had  the  honor  to  speak  in  this  place  I  have  needed  indul- 
gence, and  I  shall  still  more  need  it  now,  considering  the  magnitude  of  the  ques- 
tion, for  which  reason  I  beg  the  honorable  senators  to  hear  and  judge  me  with 
kindness,  for  then  only  shall  I  be  able  to  fulfil,  in  a  moderate  degree,  the  object 
which  I  propose,  by  performing  what  was  resolved  by  the  senate  on  anodier 
occasion. 

That  the  question  is  a  difficult  one  all  understand,  as  they  knew  that  the  his- 
torical narration  which  I  have  to  make  of  things  which  occurred  in  Mexico 
during  my  residence  there  as  plenipotentiary  of  her  Majesty's  government,  and 
as  general-in-chief  of  her  army  ;  and  in  occupying  myself  with  so  much  as  has 
been  said  and  written  on  the  same  subject,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  cite  the  proper 
names  of  Spanish  and  foreign  personages ;  and  this  is  always  difficult.  This 
difficulty  would  not  be  so  great  if  I  would  pronounce  an  eulogium  on  every  one, 
but,  as  I  will  have  to  throw  pointed  darts — not  poisoned  ones,  like  those  aimed 
at  me — the  difficulty  becomes  greater,  and  therefore  I  again  request  that  you 
will  hear  and  judge  me  with  kind  indulgence. 

Fortunately  for  me,  the  Mexican  question  is  to  be  treated  now,  when  several 
months  have  elapsed  since  those  events  occurred ;  and  I  say  fortunately  for  me, 
because,  if  it  had  been  necessary  to  treat  it  immediately  after  the  rupture  at 
Orizaba,  I  could  not  have  done  so  without  having  words  of  anger  and  passion 
proceed  from  my  lips.  But  time,  which  has  the  exclusive  and  beneficent  privi- 
lege of  softening  the  blackest  bitterness,  and  healing  the  most  terrible  wounds, 
has  also  that  of  tempering  the  heat  of  the  blood,  by  dissipating  the  vapors  which 
becloud  the  reason,  so  that  it  may  exert  its  omnipotent  empire.  This  has  hap- 
pened to  me. .  A  few  months  ago  I  should  not  have  been  able  to  treat  this  sub- 
ject without  becoming  irritated  against  the  men  who  provoked  certain  events, 
and  now  I  shall  do  it  with  circumspection  and  moderation,  as  I  am  required  to 
do  by  the  profound  respect  which  I  owe  to  the  senate.  But  it  must  not  be  be- 
lieved that  I  am  going  to  be  so  reserved  that  the  living  and  true  colors  belonging 
to  the  picture  which  I  propose  to  exhibit  will  appear  pale.  I  shall  so  speak  that 
a  judgment  may  be  formed  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  tlie  government, 
as  I  shall  more  than  once  demonstrate  during  the  course  of  my  address. 

I  know  and  approve  that  ministers  should  always  speak  with  reserve  on  sub- 
jects in  which  foreign  governments  and  sovereigns  are  concerned ;  their  mission 
is  to  defend  their  policy,  and  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  attack,  when  they  ought 
to  avoid  conflicts.  But  I,  as  an  independent  senator,  without  pretensions  of 
being  a  power,  either  heretofore,  now,  or  hereafter,  or  at  any  time ;  without  pre- 
tensions of  being  considered  a  statesman,  as  I  only  aspire  to  be  a  loyal  soldier  of 
the  Queen  and  the  country,  shall  not  receive  a  blow  without  a  reply,  from  what- 
ever quarter  it  may  come,  with  this  distinction :  that  with  regard  to  the  political 
men  of  my  coimtry  who  have  attacked  me,  my  reply  will  have  for  its  object  to 
disarm  them,  without  wounding  them,  by  the  force  of  reasons  and  facts  which 
every  person  will  find  in  my  speech ;  while  he  who  from  beyond  the  Pyrenneee 
has  shot  at  me  with  forbidden  and  unworthy  anns,  as  the  imperial  minister,  M. 
Billault,  has  done,  I  shall  attack  in  front,  in  order  that  he  may  feel  the  edge  of 
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my  Toledo  blade,  and  Icam  to  treat  with  more  respect  the  generals  and  high 
fimctionaries  of  the  Queen  of  Spain. 

The  first  person  who  informed  me  of  the  storm  which  was  preparing  against 
me  in  Paris,  was  an  illnstrious  senator,  a  friend  of  mine,  who  is  present.  "  The 
wind  is  against  you,"  said  he;  "go  forward,  and  viva  Espana."  He  was  not 
mistaken.  With  the  conscience  of  having  fulfilled  my  duty  as  a  good  Spaniard, 
the  French  wind  finds  me  unconcerned. 

The  senate  beholds  me  ready  to  enter  fully  into  the  debate  ;  and  yet  I  con- 
fees  I  have  doubted  whether  I  ought  to  enter  into  it  by  again  moving  a  question 
which  has  caused  so  may  evils  already,  must  cause  so  many  more  to  the  neigh- 
boring nation — ^to  our  friend,  France,  for  I  was  not  her  enemy  in  Mexico,  and  I 
am  not  so  here.  In  Mexico  1  was  the  plenipotentiary  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, with  the  mission  to  claim  the  payment  of  sums  overdue,  and  the  repara- 
tion of  injuries  received,  demanding  guarantees  for  the  future — a  mission  which  I 
was  to  perform  with  my  colleagues  of  England  and  Franpe,  by  establishing  a 
policy,  generous,  noble,  and  patriotic,  with  respect  to  the  unfortunate  Mexican 
republic. 

In  the  first  period  of  the  labors  of  the  conference  all  went  well ;  all  five  of 
us  (the  commissioners)  apparently  thought  alike,  as  is  seen  by  the  unanimity 
which  resulted  in  the  acts  of  Vera  Cruz,  without  any  note  or  protest  whatever. 
But  afterwards  the  ministers  of  the  Emperor  of  France  abandoned  the  allied 
policy  to  make  French  policy,  and  as  this  was  not  what  had  been  agreed  to 
in  the  convention  of  London,  and  as  it  was  not  convenient  to  my  government^ 
I  did  the  least  that  I  should  do — left  the  French  alone,  and  returned  with  my 
ships,  because  Spain,  who  has  her  own  policy,  can  and  must  execute  acts  of  that 
policy  of  her  own,  without  being  the  instrument  of  any  other  nation,  however 
powerful  it  may  be.  Can  any  one  reasonably  say  that  I  was  an  enemy  of  France 
in  Mexico  ?  1  was  not  then,  and  am  not  now.  No,  gentlemen,  I  am  not  even 
the  enemy  of  official  France,  who  has  treated  me  so  ill,  and  much  less,  of  the 
sovereign  who  rules  the  destinies  of  that  country,  from  whom  I  have  received  so 
many  proofs  of  friendship.  Here  I  am  the  independent  senator,  who  defends 
the  policy  of  his  government  in  Mexico^ — a  government  which  sustains  that  what 
has  been  done  by  its  plenipotentiary  there  was  well  done.  Since  he  has  received 
the  approbation  of  the  Queen  and  the  country,  nobody  can  or  dare  undo  it. 

As  I  have  before  said,  I  doubted  whether  it  would  be  convenient  or  not  to 
enter  on  this  debate,  or  keep  that  silence  which  on  many  occasions  is  called 
patriotic,  and  which  I  should  not,  in  this  case,  have  qualified  deferential :  and  for 
this  it  would  have  been  sufficient  for  me  to  enjoy  the  satisfaction  which  belongs 
to  every  functionary — all  whose  acts  have  deserved  the  approbation  of  his  gov- 
ernment. To  those  who  have  attacked  me,  a  functionary  of  the  government, 
whose  acts  it  has  approved,  and  to  those  who  pretend  to  pass  above  that  gov- 
ernment, I  might  say :  You  are  not  right;  the  government,  with  knowledge  of  the 
case,  has  approved  my  acts.  With  it  you  may  discuss  the  matter;  with  me 
you  have  nothing  to  do.  « 

But,  for  the  desire  expressed  by  distinguished  political  men  to  hear  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Queen  in  Mexico ;  for  the  same  desire  manifested  by  the  press ; 
for  the  intimations  of  the  government  itself;  and,  above  all,  on  account  of  the 
resolution  of  the  senate  adopted  on  the  16th  of  June,  in  consequence  of  a  pro- 
position of  the  Marquis  of  Novaliches,  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  break  this 
silence;  and  1  have  therefore  resolved  to  present  myself  in  tliis  place,  as  I  would 
have  presented  myself  at  the  bar,  if  it  had  been  necessary  to  give  explanations 
to  the  oratora  of  another  august  place,  to  the  press,  and  to  the  public  men  of  all 
nations ;  for  he  that  owes  not,  fears  not. 

My  conduct  in  Mexico  has  been  so  hi^h-minded,  so  noble,  frank,  and  Spanish, 
and  so  obedient  to  the  instructions  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  that  I  have  no 
reason  for  being  silent.  With  this  a  vehement  orator  ought  to  have  been  satis- 
fied, who  revolted  at  the  idea  that  a  public  functionary,  however  exalted  he 
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might  be,  shonld  pretend  to  escape  the  accouqt  demanded  by  the  public.  I 
agree  with  that  gentleman,  for  I  belong  to  the  liberal  party ;  and  I  repeat  witb 
liim  that,  from  the  King  down,  no  functionary  ought  to  fail  to  give  explana- 
tions to  the  country  when  the  case  requires  it,  unless  the  functionary  has  been 
acting  in  Rome,  treating  of  an  affair  of  the  church  ;  for  in  that  case,  as  he  had 
the  fortune  to  receive  absolution  from  the  Pope,  he  was  right  in  not  giving  ex- 
planations to  anybody,  no  matter  if  his  treaties  were  not  in  harmony  with  the 
liberal  spirit  of  the  epoch. 

I  am  so  much  disposed  to  make  explanations  that  I  propose  to  occupy  myself, 
lightly,  even  with  what  has  been  said  in  whispers ;  for,  although  what  is  so  said, 
are  but  slanders,  as  they  may  be  infiltrated  into  the  heart  of  my  feliow-citizeaB, 
it  is  necessary  for  me  to  destroy  them. 

When  I  arrived  at  Madrid  on  my  return  from  Mexico,  and  was  informed  of 
what  had  been  said  and  written  on  this  subject,  I  consulted  with  myself,  whether 
it  would  be  convenient  to  reply,  article  by  article,  page  by  page;  but  I 
decided  to  reply  to  all  from  this  place,  for  thus  I  should  be  heard  by  all.  To 
act  in  this  manner,  the  senate  will  agree  that  I  have  had  to  take  a  large  dose  of 
that  patience  which  is  required  to  endure  the  tourniquet  day  after  day  for  seven 
months,  with  the  peculiarity  that  the  newspapers  which  have  attacked  me  were 
precisely  those  which  were  not  authorized  to  do  so,  since  they  call  themselves 
the  organs  of  the  liberal  party.  There  has  been  such  injustice,  that  one  of  them, 
having  been  seven  months  without  allowing  me  even  a  single  day  of  rest,  saw 
that  the  hour  of  my  explanations  had  arrived,  and  then  was  struck  with  the  idea 
that  I  ought  not  to  speak  ;  and  should  I  dare  to  do  so,  I  would  give  a  proof  of 
my  unbridled  ambition,  adding  that  it  was  necessary  to  know  that  ambition, 
because  it  would  compromise  the  situation,  the  country,  and  even  the  throne  of 
our  Queen.  Such  threats  might  deter  a  more  timid  man  than  myself.  Now,  in 
pursuing  my  intended  course,  I  proceed  to  give  explanations  to  my  country, 
saying  what  I  think  proper. 

Another  journal  also  has  spoken  of  me ;  and  although  without  a  knowledge 
of  the  events,  it  has  not  lost  a  moment  in  attacking  me,  and  it  would  even  have 
fulminated  the  highest  excommunication  if  it  had  ecclesiastical  authority  to  do 
80.  That  simpleton  has  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  no  one  would  explain  the 
events  of  La  Rapita  better  than-  the  Count  de  Reus.  What  can  the  Count  de 
Reus  and  those  events  have  in  common,  or  those  events  with  Mexico  ?  And, 
gentlemen,  the  Count  de  Reus  was  then  making  war  against  infidels ;  but  even 
this  did  not  avail  to  make  the  reverend  brother  treat  him  with  mercy.  But  as 
that  periodical  is  the  organ  of  the  defunct  Inquisition,  its  attacks  to  a  soldier  of 
the  constitutional  Queen  are  but  natural.  I  give  it  leave  to  say  what  it  pleases. 
What  is  not  easily  understood,  however,  is  that  the  organs  of  the  liberal  union, 
whose  editors  are  political  friends  of  the  government,  and  personal  friends  of 
certain  ministers,  have  followed  the  same  course  of  that  absolutist  periodical.  I 
have  asked  myself:  Why  am  I  attacked  by  the  liberal  union,  while  I  belong  to 
it  ?  Is  it  because  I  am  in  their  way  ?  Is  it  because  I  cast  a  shadow  on  some 
of  its  leaders,  by  my  progressist  origin?  Do  they  wish  me  to  retire?  What 
would  the  liberal  union  gain  by  it  ?  I  should  not  go  alone :  being  one  of  their 
captains,  at  least  my  company  would  follow  me.  Is  there  any  one  under  the 
illusion  that  the  liberal  union  does  not  need  the  progressists  in  it?  It  would 
not  then  be  a  liberal  union :  it  would  be  something  else,  which  would  last  as 
long  as  it  pleased  God. 

From  this  digression  it  results  that  I  do  not  understand  why  the  friends  of 
the  liberal  union  attack  one  of  its  captains.  But  I  have  been  given  to  under- 
stand that  there  is  some  one  who  knows  this,  and  if  it  is  so,  it  would  be  doing 
me  a  great  favor  to  tell  me.  And  if,  as  is  intimated,  he  is  a  person  of  authority, 
perhaps  we  might  understand  each  other.  For  the  rest,  we  should  not  live  in 
enmity.     Every  one  has  his  post  in  the  platform  of  the  union ;  and  when  this 
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ends,  which  will  be  when  the  Duke  of  Fetuan  shall  terminate,  (since  during  a 
longer  life  than  I  wish,  he  must  end,  because  nothing  here  is  eternal,)  the  daj;, 
I  repeat,  on  which  the  liberal  union  shall  end,  every  one  will  return  to  his  post, 
and  labor  for  the  preservation  of  the  throne  of  the  Queen,  for  the  liberty  and 
well-being  of  the  country. 

If  it  were  not  premature,  I  would  say  now  how  I  understand  how  the  pro- 
gressist party  ought  to  govern  the  day  when  the  Queen  shall  call  it,  as  I  believe 
she  will  some  day,  as  it  would  be  convenient  to  make  a  trial  in  favor  of  the 
monarchy  and  the  country.  It  is  necessary  to  be  known  whether  or  not  the 
progressist  party  understands  the  science  of  government.  No  enc  can  now  say, 
because  having  come  into  power  through  a  revolution,  it  has  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  practice  its  ideas.  It  is  necessary,  I  repeat,  it  is  convenient  to  see 
whether  the  progressist  party  knows  how  to  govern  by  entering  into  power 
through  the  gates  of  law.  But  let  us  return  to  my  proposition,  and  may  the 
senate  pardon  this  perhaps  inopportune  digression. 

Let  us  come,  then,  to  the  question  of  Mexico,  allowing  me,  before  I  enter  into 
its  intrinsic  merits,  to  make  two  important  declarations :  first,  that  what  I  may 
iay  relating  to  the  conduct  of  the  ministers  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  in 
Mexico,  as  well  as  my  appreciations  respecting  the  speech  of  M.  Billault,  will 
all  be  according  to  my  own  ideas,  without  the  government  of  her  Majesty  having 
anything  to  do  with  it ;  second,  that  as  often  as  I  say  "  I  labored  or  I  did,"  it 
Is  to  be  understood  that  I  was  only  the  faithful  interpreter  of  the  conduct  of  the 

r^vernment.  It  is  true  that  our  judgments  were  in  accord  from  the  time  when 
was  appointed,  for  only  in  that  case  would  I  have  asked  for  the  command  of 
the  expedition.  I  therefore  did  not  execute  my  own  policy,  nor  had  I  to  sacri- 
fice my  opinions. 

The  senate  will  permit  me  to  read  the  convention  of  Liondon,  for  although 
the  honorable  senators  will  not  need  this  reminding,  it  is  needed  by  some  politi- 
cal men  who  have  occupied  themselves  with  this  question,  without  having  even 
read  the  convention,  which  is  its  basis  (The  duke  read.)  Could  it  be  more 
plainly  declared  that  the  allied  nations  were  not  to  employ  themselves  in  putting 
iown  govemmrnts,  or  in  suppressing  the  nationality  of  Mexico  by  obliging  her 
bo  change  her  system  of  government  ?  This  is  as  clear  as  light ;  but  it  seems 
jtill  more  clear  on  seeing  the  instructions  which  the  government  of  her  Majesty 
ieigned  to  give  me.  (The  count  read.)  The  instructions  were,  then,  perfectly  iu 
agreement  with  the  general  bases  of  the  convention  of  London,  and  in  conformity 
with  them,  also,  were  the  verbal  instructions  of  the  president  of  the  council  of 
nainisters  and  the  minister  of  state. 

A  certain  orator  has  spoken  of  a  primitive  project  of  a  convention,  without 
^nsidering  that  projects  of  conventions  have  no  force  until  they  receive  the 
tanction  of  the  contracting  parties.  And  certainly  the  orator  to  whom  I  allude 
jaid  things,  some  of  which  were  impolitic,  others  inconvenient,  and  even  offen- 
sive ;  and  did  I  not  know  him  to  be  a  man  of  talent,  on  reading  his  speech  I 
ihould  have  thought  him  a  man  of  limited  intellect.  In  his  speech  there  is  an 
jpithet  against  a  foreign  personage,  which  I  dare  not  repeat,  because  there  are 
MTords  which  offend  both  him  who  first  utters  and  him  who  repeats  them.  I  will 
mention  it  to  the  gentleman  in  a  whisper,  that  he  may  remedy  it.  I  do  not 
relieve  that  he  can  have  had  the  intention  to  inflict  a  mortal  wound. 

It  has  also  been  supposed  that  there  existed  a  secret  treaty,  by  whieh  the 
jystem  of  government  of  Mexico  was  to  be  changed,  even  indicating  the  prince 
jvho  was  to  assume  the  crown.  The  government  of  her  Majesty  have  already 
lenied  the  existence  of  such  a  convention,  and  I  should  do  no  more  than  repeat 
;hat  negative,  declaring  aloud  that  there  has  been  no  other  convention  than  that 
>f  Ix)naon,  and  if  there  has  been,  it  was  officious,  in  relation  to  the  candidature 
jf  Prince  Maximilian,  of  Austria,  for  the  throne  of  Mexico.  If  any  man  knows 
ftnything  else,  let  him  say  it. 
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It  has  also  been  asked  whether  her  Majesty's  government  had  knowledge  of 
what  was  said  in  France  respecting  the  candidature  of  Prince  MaxinuliBn. 
Yes,  it  knew  it ;  and  the  minister  of  state  gave  me  instructions  on  that  point 
But  could  her  Majesty's  government  believe  that  the  ministers  of  the  Emperor 
of  the  French  wished  to  impose  the  monarchy  and  the  monarch  by  means  of 
cannon-shots  ?  That  could  not  have  occurred  to  anybody.  England,  France, 
and  Spain  compromised  themselves  by  a  solemn  compact  to  realize  a  common 
policy,  and  not  to  interfere  in  the  interior  affairs  of  the  country.  This  was 
sufficient  to  proceed  with  confidence ;  but  if  one  of  the  parties  separate  itself 
from  the  treaty,  it  is  best  to  leave  it  alone,  that  in  sin  it  may  do  penance,  and 
it  will  do  it  more  and  more  every  day. 

The  principle  being  settled  that  the  allies  went  to  Mexico  to  ask  reparation 
for  injuries  received,  not  to  interfere  in  the  political  affairs  of  that  country,  and 
to  give  it  help  that  the  civil  war  might  terminate,  what  were  they  to  do  on 
arriving  at  Vera  Cruz  ?  What  they  did :  publish  an  address  assuring  the 
country  that  it  need  not  fear  for  its  integrity,  for  its  nationality,  or  for  its  politi- 
cal liberty.  This  should  have  tranquillized  their  minds;  and  so  it  happened. 
Some  think  that  the  Juarez  government  ought  never  to  have  been  treated  with; 
but,  in  that  case,  what  was  treated  for  in  the  convention  of  London  could  ncTer 
have  been  accomplished,  since  to  cause  the  fall  of  Juarez,  and  the  formation  of 
another  government,  would  have  been  to  intervene  in  the  questions  of  the 
country,  contrary  to  what  had  been  agreed  to  in  the  said  convention. 

An  address,  therefore,  was  made  on  arriving  at  Vera  Cruz,  subscribed  by  Sir 
Charles  Wyke,  Dunlop,  Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re,  Dubois  de  Saligny,  and  the 
Count  de  Reus ;  and  that  address  was  in  conformity  with  what  had  been  agreed 
to  in  London.  Nobody  then  said  anything  against  it,  considering  it,  on  the 
contrary,  as  written  in  a  conciliatory,  generous,  and  liberal  spirit.  On  the  13th 
of  January  the  allies  assembled  for  a  conference  on  the  collective  note,  which 
was  to  be  sent  to  the  government  of  the  republic ;  and  that  which  bears  date 
of  the  14th  was  adopted,  with  which  the  senate  is  acquainted.  The  ulCimatums 
were  to  go  with  that  note ;  and  that  being  written,  and  these  being  sealed,  the 
idea  was  suggested  that  it  would  be  convenient  to  be  acquainted  with  the  ulti- 
matums, in  order  to  know  to  what  we  had  compromised  ourselves ;  for  neither 
France  knew  what  was  asked  for  by  Spain,  nor  did  Spain  know  what  was  de- 
manded by  France  and  England.  Those  of  England  and  Spain  were  then  read 
without  any  difficulty  occurring,  although  England  demanded  the  enormous  sum 
of  fifty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  resulting  from  liquidations  made  and  admitted 
in  advance. 

Vice- Admiral  Jurien  began,  on  his  part,  the  reading  of  his  ultima  turn,  and 
when  he  reached  his  claim  the  English  commissioner  said :  *'  That  is  inadmis- 
sible ;  the  republic  will  not  accept  it,  which  will  result  in  war,  and  British  arms 
will  never  mingle  in  that  question."  I,  who  did  not  well  understand  the  object 
of  the  claim,  asked  of  Sir  Cnarles  Wyke  to  explain  it  to  me;  and  he  replied  that  the 
German  house  of  Jecker,  established  recently  in  Mexico,  had  given  to  Miramon 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  clothing,  provisions,  and  other  effects, 
receiving  in  payment  sixteen  million  dollars  in  treasury  bonds,  the  sum  demanded 
by  the  French  ultimatum,  Mr.  Saligny  was  not  at  the  conference,  doubtless  on 
account  of  illness ;  and  the  vice-admiral  not  being  able  to  give  explanations, 
the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  next  day.  We  met  again ;  the  question  was 
again  opened,  and  not  being  able  to  come  to  an  agreement,  and  finding  no  pos- 
sible solution,  we  agreed  to  ask  instructions  from  our  governments,  to  know 
whether  we  should  act  separately  or  jointly. 

In  the  mean  time  it  was  agreed  to  write  to  the  government  of  the  republic  the 
second  collective  note,  with  which  the  senate  is  also  acquainted,  and  from  which 
I  may  be  allowed  to  read  a  paragraph.  (He  i-ead.  /  As  is  seen  by  this  note, 
the  allies  separated  themselves  from  the  instructions  of  their  respective  govern- 
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Dents,  as  they  did  not  send  at  once  their  demands ;  but  the  government  of  her 
iiajestj  the  Queen  took  into  account  the  difficulties  which  we  had  encountered, 
md  was  pleased  to  approve  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  p)^nipT>tentiary. 

This  document  was  taken  to  Mexico  by  three  chiefs,  one  from  each  na- 
aon,  accompanied  by  their  respective  a^utants.  Brigadier  Don  Lorenzo  Mi- 
ans  del  Bosch  went  on  our  part,  and  he  took  as  his  adjutant  Don  Agustin 
^jguelles,  the  former  being  a  man  of  well  known-liberal  ideas,  and  the  other 
)ne  of  absolutist  ideas,  but  both  were  and  are  Spaniards,  and  devoted  to  their 
Queen.  I  say  this  in  iteply  to  the  censure  which  was  cast  on  the  conduct  of 
Brigadier  Milans  while  he  was  in  Mexico,  by  supposing  that  he  had  toasted  the 
ctniversal  republic,  a  report  which  I  contradicted  in  a  letter,  as  I  now  contra- 
dict it. 

At  the  legation  of  Prussia  a  banquet  was  given,  which  the  allies  attended, 
and  they,  being  invited  by  the  German  diplomatist.  Brigadier  Milans,  as  the 
oldest  in  rank,  replied,  giving  assurance  of  the  loyalty  and  disinterestedness  of 
the  allied  arms,  and  concluded  by  toasting  the  Mexican  ladies. 

I  might  recount  the  origin  of  these  trifling  reports,  but  I  will  not  do  it  from 
respect  to  the  Spanish  name. 

The  allied  chiefs  returned  from  Mexico,  where  they  had  been  well  received, 
bringing  the  reply  of  the  government  of  the  repubfic  to  the  collective  note, 
which  reply  was  as  follows.     (He  read.) 

Now,  gentlemen,  in  view  of  what  was  prescribed  in  the  convention  of  Lon- 
don, that  the  allies  were  not  going  to  intervene  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico,  and 
also  in  view  of  the  instructions  of  the  respective  governments,  was  it  possible 
with  that  reply  to  declare  war  against  the  government  of  the  republic  by  caus- 
ing and  receiving  injuries  impossible  to  be  repaired  ?  And  what  would  have 
been  the  compensation  for  the  war  ?  To  write  a  new  page  of  military  glory  in 
the  annals  of  £urope,  if  there  can  be  glory  in  fighting,  when  neither  reason  nor 
the  high  interests  of  the  state  demanded  it.  The  blood  shed  in  an  unjust  war, 
instead  of  honoring,  brings  disgrace. 

And  let  it  not  be  said  that  the  results  justify  all,  because  that  theory,  which 
would  be  admitted  in  the  ages  of  barbarism  and  of  the  judgments  of  God, 
when  reason  and  justice  were  only  on  the  side  of  him  who  best  managed  a 
horse,  or  best  brandished  a  lance,  cannot  be  admitted  in  the  age  in  which  we 
live,  in  which  justice  and  reason  everywhere  rule,  and  in  which  everything  is 
submitted  to  the  verdict  of  public  opinion,  whose  organs  are  the  strong  as  well 
as  the  weak,  the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor,  the  noble  as  well  as  the  plebeian. 

The  allied  ministers,  then  accepted  as  good  the  reply  of  the  government  of 
the  republic.  Then  already  the  effects  of  that  terrible  climate  made  themselves 
felt,  and  it  was  necessary  to  remove  to  a  more  healthy  region,  for  which  purpose, 
at  the  same  time  while  we  sent  to  Havana  for  transports,  we  asked  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  to  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  Orizaba  or  Jalapa. 

While  these  notes  are  arriving  at  maturity,  I  am  going  to  rebut  certain 
charges  which  have  been  made  against  the  allied  ministers,  saying  of  them  that, 
by  showing  themselves  partial  to  the  constituted  government,  they  had  with- 
drawn from  the  conservatives,  and  they  added  of  me,  in  particular,  that  being 
a  progressist,  it  was  natural  for  me  to  incline  to  the  government  of  Juarez. 
This  charge  has  also  been  adduced  here  by  the  Marquis  of  Novaliches  in  his 
remarks  against  my  military  and  political  conduct  in  Mexico,  calling  to  mind, 
in  application  to  the  latter,  the  amendment  to  the  report  of  the  answer  to  the 
apeech  of  the  crown  which,  three  years  since,  I  presented  and  sustained  in  this 
place.  Passing  by  the  military  critical  judgment  of  the  Marquis  of  Novaliches, 
as  I  have  no  great  confidence  in  the  greater  sufficiency  of  his  lordship,  perhaps 
his  lordship  might  have  directed  our  troops  better,  but  that  I  doubt. 

At  the  sametime  when  the  Marquis  of  Novaliches  tranquillized  me  by  saying 
that  I  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  senate  or  the  country,  he  made  a  charge  against 


494  PRESENT   CONDITION   OF     MEXICO. 

the  goyemment  for  mj  appointment  for  such  a  mission,  knowing  mj  opinions. 
Gentlemen,  to  the  government  of  the  Queen,  the  acceptance  of  its  instractions 
by  the  Count  de  Reus  was  sufficient  to  give  the  most  complete  aasiirauce  that 
he  would  regulate  his  conduct  by  them.  Does  the  Marquis  of  Novaliches  be- 
lieve that  a  loyal  man  can  act  in  any  other  manner  ?  Besides,  what  was  about 
to  be  done  in  Mexico  two  or  three  years  ago  has  nothing  to  do  with  what 
might  have  been  done  now ;  and  thus  I  think  I  did  well  in  opposing  the  first 
expedition,  soliciting  afterwards  the  command  of  the  second;  for,  in  view  of 
what  has  happened,  if  it  had  been  commanded  by  another  general,  (for  instance, 
by  the  Marquis  of  Novaliches,)  perhaps,  and  without  desiring  it,  he  might  have 
made  the  soldiers  of  Spain  servile  instruments  of  the  French  policy.  Does  the 
Marquis  of  Novaliches  desire  this  1     As  for  me,  I  do  not. 

I  liave  used  the  word  soliciting,  and  did  so  intentionally,  because  the  presi- 
dent of  the  council  of  ministers  emphasized  on  it,  being  interpreted  as  it  was 
thought  convenient.  I  ought  now  to  declare,  that  in  fact  this  vice  of  solicitine 
has  been  chronic  in  me,  as  when  I  was  already  a  distinguished  soldier,  I  solicited 
permission  to  go  to  a  certain  point,  where  I  am  sure  I  received  a  ball  which 
passed  through  my  body,  causing  a  wound  which  I  still  feel ;  and  a^rwards, 
during  my  career,  whenever  there  has  been  occasion  to  fight,  all  the  generals-in- 
chief  have  seen  me  come  with  this  kind  of  solicitation. 

The  charge  against  my  person  having  now  been  answered,  I  will  now  demon- 
strate that  that  which  has  been  made  against  the  allies,  with  respect  to  with- 
drawing from  the  conservative  party  in  Mexico,  is  equally  destitute  of  foundation. 
I  had  just  arrived  at  Havana,  when  Miramou,  Miranda,  and  another,  whom  1 
will  not  name,  because  he  is  now  in  the  capital  of  Mexico,  came  to  see  me.  The 
three  praised  the  number  of  their  co-religionists,  and  were  disposed  to  treat  with 
the  allies.  I  replied  to  them  that  the  allies  could  treat  only  with  the  constituted 
government ;  but  yet,  I  added,  (exact  words,)  "  If  you  are  so  numerous,  javail 
yourselves  of  the  agglomeration  of  forces  existing  in  Chiquihuite  and  Cerro  Gordo 
to  resist  the  allies,  and,  making  an  effort,  march  and  take  possession  of  the  capi- 
tal; for,  if  you  are  there  when  our  commissioners  arrive,  we  will  treat  with  you." 
I  could  not  reply  in  any  other  manner,  and  this  was  so  evident  that  Vice- Admi- 
ral Jurien  de  la  Graviere  approved  my  answer,  as  he  did  other  acts  of  mine,  for 
during  the  first  two  months  we  always  understood  each  other. 

Apropos  of  the  reactionary  or  conservative  party  of  Mexico,  I  will  say  a  few 
words.  Gentlemen,  in  Europe  it  is  believed  that  the  conservative  party  of  Mex- 
ico is  the  Spanish  party ;  and  that  the  anti-Spanish  party  is  that  which  they 
call  the  red,  and  I  call  the  liberal.  But  it  is  an  error,  since  in  Mexico  they  have 
constantly  had  little  good  will  towards  us.  Individually,  the  Spaniards  are  well 
received  there,  provided  they  are  good  men;  but,  unfortunately,  not  all  those 
living  there  are  so. 

We  give  here  a  hasty  assent  to  all  that  the  Spaniards  in  America  writ«,  whose 
conduct  continually  promotes  conflicts,  which,  if  the  governments  have  hitherto 
been  able  to  settle  without  injury  to  the  national  credit,  they  will  not  always  be 
able  to  save  it  so  easily ;  and  it  is  necessary  that  a  stop  should  be  put  to  this, 
and  that  our  countrymen  in  America  should  not  mingle  in  the  political  questions 
of  the  country  in  which  they  reside,  or,  if  they  do  it,  that  they  lose  their  Span- 
ish nationality.  This  very  day  I  have  learned  that,  at  a  certain  point,  adven- 
turers have  been  recruited  to  serve  the  cause  of  France ;  160  having  disembarked 
at  Vera  Cruz,  80  of  whom  were  Spaniards.  I  do  not  give  this  now  as  quite 
certain,  but  will  endeavor  to  find  the  truth. 

It  is  also  untrue  that  the  reactionary  party  of  Mexico  is  composed  of  men  of 
pure  Spanish  race,  and  the  liberal  party  of  Indians,  for  both  consist  of  men  of 
the  pure  Indo-Spanish  race ;  and,  without  going  any  further,  the  two  chiefs  who 
are  now  found  in  conflict,  Juarez  and  Almonte,  belong  to  this  race.  But  let  us 
return  to  the  question. 
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As  I  said,  in  the  middle  of  February  we  felt  the  necessity  of  removing  the 
troops  to  a  more  benignant  climate ;  and  we  so  informed  the  government  of  the 
republic,  by  a  note  conceived  in  dcfbided  terms,  to  which  it  replied,  making  ob- 
jections to  our  advancing.  We,  the  allies,  insisted  in  an  energetic  manner,  and 
I  particularly,  writing  under  the  same  date  to  the  minister  of  hacienda  what  the 
senators  are  about  to  hear,  that  they  be  convinced  that  we  did  not  ask  for  the* 
love  of  God.     ( He  read.)     This  could  not  be  more  decided. 

The  government  of  the  republic  accepted  the  proposition  to  hold  a  conference 
with  me,  the  result  of  which  was  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  so  much  ob- 
jected to  by  the  opposition,  and  bo  angrily  condemned  by  the  government  of  the 
French,  showing  an  acrimony  the  more  unbecoming,  as  he  took  no  pains  to 
learn  the  opinion  of  his  allies.  The  governments  of  England  and  Spain  ap- 
proved the  preliminaries  in  definite  terms,  although  that  of  Spain  made  the  ob- 
servations which  it  thought  fit— observations  which  I  accepted  with  the  respect 
and  subordination  which  I  owed  to  it,  and  to  which  I  replied  in  the  same  man-^ 
ner,  continuing  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  tranquil  in  my  conscience  for 
having  done  right.  In  fact,  gentlemen,  the  preliminaries  were  a  logical  conse- 
quence of  the  pacific  address  to  the  Mexican  people,  and  of  the  first  collective 
note  of  the  allies ;  and  the  same  as  these  acts  were,  in  their  turn,  the  consequence 
of  the  convention  of  London. 

I  considered  them,  and  86  did  my  colleagues,  as  a  gigantic  step  towards  the 
pacific  solution,  which  our  governments  recommended  to  us,  and  which  is  so  be- 
coming to  the  strong  in  the  presence  of  the  weak,  especially  when  the  latter 
seems  disposed  to  give  the  satisfaction  required.  For  the  rest  the  preliminaries- 
did  not  engage  to  anything,  as  they  only  decided  that  the  allies  might  march 
immediately,  to  occupy  the  important  places  of  the  interior,  without  the  neces- 
sity of  the  elements  which  they  needed,  as  they  could  leave  the  sick  in  the 
houses  on  the  road,  and  advance  with  only  such  munitions  and  rations  as  were 
indispensable  for  their  journey  to  Orizaba  or  Cordova.  If  we  had  had  to  march, 
at  the  sound  of  war,  when  we  left  Vera  Cruz  at  the  sound  of  peace,  we  should 
not  have  been  able  to  advance.  No !  and  a  thousand  times,  No !  Thus  the 
preliminaries  of  I^a  Soledad  were  not  only  a  politic  and  a  convenient  act,  but: 
they  took  the  allies  out  of  the  bad  situation  in  which  they  were  in  Vera  Cruz, 
canscd  by  diseases.  If  those  preliminaries  had  been  fulfilled  by  the  French, 
very  different,  indeed,  would  have  been  the  result  of  the  expedition  to  Mexico^ 
because,  gentlemen,  you  must  be  undeceived.  Cannon-shots  do  not  make  friends^ 
Let  us  see  what  followed  to  the  French  in  that  republic. 

Since  so  much  has  been  said  of  thoee  preliminaries,  it  is  necessary  tor  me  to> 
explain  the  reason  of  each  of  the  articles.  The  first,  or  rather  the  preamble^ 
merited  the  observations  of  her  Majesty's  government,  and  was  censured  by  th& 
opposition,  by  saying  that,  in  treating  with  the  government  of  Juarez,  moral 
power  was  given  to  it.  This  is  true ;  but  it  is  not  taken  into  the  account  that 
the  government  of  Juarez  was  recognized  as  the  government  de  Jacto,  and  by 
me  also  as  the  government  by  right,  since  the  first  collective  note  of  the  allies  ;. 
and  if  by  treating  with,  moral  power  was  given  to  it,  the  fault  was  not  ours. 
The  second  article  provides  that  negotiations  should  be  opened  in  Orizaba,  at  which, 
city  the  delegates  of  both  parties  were  to  assemble.  The  third  determined  that 
daring  those  negotiations  the  allied  forces  should  occupy  the  towns  of  Cordova, 
Orizaba,  and  Tehuacan,  with  their  natural  radiations.  And  as  for  the  fourth,  it 
reads  thus :  "  That  it  may  not  be  believed,  even  remotely,  that  the  allies  have 
signed  those  preliminaries  in  order  to  procure  the  passage  of  the  fortified  posi- 
tions garrisoned  by  the  Mexican  army,  it  is  stipulated  that,  in  the  unhappy  event, 
of  the  rupture  of  negotiations,  the  forces  of  the  allies  shall  evacuate  the  aforesaid 
towns,  and  situate  themselves  in  the  line  which  is  before  Baid  fortifications,  oa 
the  way  to  Vera  Cruz,  designating  that  of  Paso  Ancho  on  the  Orizaba  road  and 
the  Pasa  of  Oveja  on  that  of  Jalapa." 
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This  article  was  uot  complied  with  by  the  commissioners  of  the  Emperor  of 
the  French ;  but  now  is  not  the  time  to  anathematize  this  act,  unique  in  militaiy 
annals  since  the  world  became  a  world.  For  the  rest,  this  article  was  introdaced 
by  the  Spanish  commissioner  to  tranquillize  the  apprehensions  of  the  minister 
of  the  republic,  Sefior  Doblado ;  and  to  those  who  say  that  the  condition  of  re- 
tiring ought  to  have  been  left  to  the  honor  of  the  allies,  I  will  reply  with  the 
events  which  have  occurred ;  for,  if  having  been  signed,  it  has  not  been  fulfilled, 
what  would  have  happened  if  it  had  not  been  signed  1 

By  the  fifth  article  the  hospitals  were  left  under  the  protection  of  the  Mexican 
nation,  the  said  article  having  been  dictated  by  the  confidence  which  I  have  in 
the  men  of  our  race  wherever  they  are  found,  and,  besides,  because  nothing  else 
could  be  done,  as  we  had  no  transports  to  remove  the  sick. 

Finally,  the  sixth  article  said,  that  on  the  day  on  which  the  allied  troops 
«hould  commence  their  march,  to  occupy  the  points  indicated  in  article  thii^, 
the  Mexican  flag  should  be  raised  in  Vera  Cruz  and  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de 
Ulloa.  This  article  has  been  severely  censured,  and  yet  it  is  very  simple ;  if 
the  allied  and  Mexican  flags  had  floated  together  in  Cordova  and  Orizaba,  why 
should  they  not  in  Vera  Cruz  ? 

The  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad  were  approved  by  all  the  commissioners,  as 
we  were  always  agreed,  although  M.  Saligny  had  manifested  always,  and  from 
the  first,  his  wishes  to  decide  the  Mexican  question  with  cannon-balls.  And 
now  that  I  have  named  this  representative  of  the  imperial  government,  and 
«ince  there  are,  among  the  documents  presented  to  the  cortes,  two  letters  from 
him,  I  will  mention  to  the  senate  an  episode,  which  will  give  them  a  clear  ac- 
quaintance with  the  French  diplomatist — an  episode  which  occurred  in  the  last 
days  of  our  stay  in  Vera  Cruz. 

As  the  Count  de  Saligny  saw  that  his  opinions  had  no  echo  in  the  conference, 
he  adopted  the  system  of  discrediting  their  agreements  among  his  friends.  This 
conduct  reachea  the  knowledge  of  his  colleagues ;  and  for  this  reason  the  com- 
missioners of  Queen  Victoria  came  to  my  house  one  night,  complaining  that  that 
gentleman  had  said,  before  two  chiefs,  one  a  Spaniard  and  the  other  a  French- 
man, that  he  had  not  signed  the  address  to  the  Mexicans.  I  then  sent  for  Brig- 
adier Milans,  who  was  the  Spanish  chief,  and  he  confirmed  the  declaration  of 
the  English.  Colonel  Roce,  commander  of  the  steamer  Magenne,  did  the  same, 
and  then  I  requested  him  to  find  Count  Saligny,  and  ask  him  to  come  to  mv 
house,  if  possiole. 

The  count  came,  and,  after  acquainting  him  with  what  was  going  on,  I  con- 
cluded by  asking  him  whether  he  had  signed  the  address  to  the  country.  He 
then,  to  my  surprise,  said,  "  Non,J€  n*ai  pas  signed  I  knew  not  what  passed 
in  my  mind ;  and  therefore  I  approached  him  mechanically,  saying,  in  a  strongs 
tone,  "  What !  you  say  you  have  not  signed  the  address  to  the  Mexican  people  I 
Did  you  not  do  it  here,  in  this  very  place  ?"  Yet,  he  still  answered  me,  "  No,'' 
and  added,  **  Nor  you  either*'  On  nearing  these  words  I  retired,  as  if  I  had 
breathed  foetid  air,  perceiving  that  there  was  some  farce.  The  English  commis- 
sioners were  astounded,  and  I  stood  some  time,  not  knowing  what  to  do,  till  at 
length  I  replied:  " Mr.  de  Saligny,  my  head  is  confused;  please  to  explain 
what  all  this  means."  To  which,  with  extraordinary  coolness,  (and  what  cool- 
ness!) he  answered:  "  It  is  true  that  in  the  conference  we  agreed  to  make  an 
address  to  the  country,  and  that  it  should  be  printed  and  published,  being  au- 
thorized by  our  signature ;  but  the  materialism  of  signing  the  draft  which  re- 
mained in  the  act,  we  did  not  perform.  This  is  what  I  wished  to  say,  without 
flaying  it."  To  this  I  contented  myself  with  replying,  pale  and  convulsed 
with  anger :  "  I  will  not  answer  you,  because  my  answer  would  be  too  severe, 
and  you  are  in  my  house."  Have  you  heard,  gentlemen  ?  And  this  is  the  veiy 
diplomatist  to  whom  the  French  government  has  given  credit,  and  who  hai 
caused  the  evils  which  now  weigh  upon  Mexico  and  upon  the  French  army. 
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The  first  part  of  mj  historical  relation  being  concluded,  I  ask  the  president 
to  please  to  suspend  the  session,  to  continue,  in  that  of  to-morrow,  the  speech 
which  I  have  commenced. 

(The  session  was  accordingly  suspended  by  the  president.) 

Session  of  the  lOtk. 

The  Count  de  Reus  continued : 

I  closed  yesterday  the  first  part  of  the  historical  relation  which  is  due  to  the 
senate,  and  I  will  now  open  upon  the  second,  in  which  General  Almonte  comes 
before  the  scene,  and  which  comprises  most  grave  events,  which  I  will  note  one 
by  one  up  to  the  catastrophe  of  Orizaba.  This  term  is  used  by  an  orator  who 
does  not  belong  to  this  chamber,  and  not  without  reason  is  it  termed  a  catas- 
trophe, yet  not  one  to  our  arms  but  to  those  of  France.  Hard,  very  hard  words 
were  used  by  the  orator  to  whom  I  allude,  and  among  others,  that  the  allied 
ministers  in  Mexico  had  committed  acts  of  insanity  and  of  the  utmost  malignity, 
and  attributing,  without  compassion,  the  majority  of  those  acts  to  the  Spanish 
minister.  Ana  wherefore  all  this?  Because  we  allowed  the  government  of 
Juarez  to  exist !  Acts  of  insanity  and  of  the  utmost  malignity !  These  are 
words  that  cannot  be  answered  without  quarrelling  with  their  user ;  and  since  I 
have  no  desire  to  quarrel  with  any  one,  I  simply  repel  that  term,  I  simply  repel 
it,  and  drop  that  point.  Those  who  have  censured  the  policy  of  the  government 
in  Mexico  nave  done  so  because  it  was  not  the  policy  which  they  desired  ;  but 
w^hat  I  cannot  comprehend  is,  that  liberal  men  could  censure  the  policy  in  ques- 
tion.    Why,  has  it  not  been  liberal  ?     This  cannot  be  denied. 

Towards  the  close  of  February  General  Almonte  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz.  Wo 
had  known  one  another  in  Paris,  were  friends,  and  this  facilitated  our  first  inter- 
view. With  him  came  the  Padre  Miranda,  Padre  Haro,  and  other  returned 
exiles,  all  of  whom  belonged  to  the  reactionary  party. 

The  first  thing  which  General  Almonte  did  was  to  announce  the  arrival  of 
Count  Lorencez  with  reinforcements  of  four  thousand  men.  "  Welcome  to  the 
French,"  I  replied;  "I  do  not  regret  their  coming.**  He  continued  by  saying 
that  the  French  general  had  brought  me  an  autograph  letter  from  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor,  and  that  flattered  me  was  a  new  evidence  of  the  good  will  of 
the  Emperor  towards  me.  In  continuing.  General  Almonte  entered  upon  the 
matter  without  hesitation.  He  stilted  that  he  came  with  an  understanding  with 
the  imperial  government  to  overturn  the  government  of  Juarez  and  the  republic, 
and  establish  a  monarchy ;  and  added  that  since  this  could  not  exist  without  a 
monarch,  that  monarch  would  be  the  archduke  Maximilian  of  Austria.  He  also 
told  me  that  he  had  been  in  Vienna  to  offer  the  crown  to  the  Archduke,  and 
that  it  had  been  accepted  by  him,  with  the  expression  of  his  readiness  to  embark 
whenever  called  upon  to  do  so.  And,  finally.  General  Almonte  added,  that  that 
would  be  the  work  of  only  two  months,  since  all  the  Mexicans  would  rise  at 
seeing  the  flag  of  the  monarchy  unfurled. 

I  listened  without  interrupting  this  relation.  But  before  giving  my  opinion 
in  the  matter  I  wished  to  learn  how  and  why  he  counted  upon  the  assistance  of 
the  allied  arms,  and  I  asked  him  if  the  three  governments  were  in  accord  in  this 
important  affair.  He  answered  that,  on  his  return  from  Vienna,  he  had  been  in 
Madrid,  and  had  spoken  with  the  Duke  of  Tetuan  and  Calderon  Collantcs,  who 
had  stated  that  since  the  Count  de  Reus  had  the  entire  confidence  of  the  Queen 
and  government,  and  was  upon  the  spot,  they  could  say  nothing  of  the  matter 
until  the  count  should  write  in  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  country.  *'  And 
the  English  government  V*  I  asked.  "  It  agrees  with  the  government  of  the 
Emperor,*'  he  replied. 

I  required  nothing  more  to  convince  me  that  General  Almonte  wished  to 
deceive  me,  as  he  had  deceived  the  court  of  France,  with  the  belief  that  the 
H.  Ex.  Doc  54 32 
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partisans  of  monarchy  were  so  numerous  in  Mexico,  that  in  viewing  the  allied 
banners  afloat  on  the  walls  of  San  Juan  de  Ulna,  in  two  months  all  would  be 
concluded.  But  he  could  not  deceive  me,  because,  by  the  same  packet  which 
brought  M.  Almonte,  I  received  despatches  from  her  Majesty's  govemm^t 
and  private  letters  from  the  president  of  the  council  and  minister  of  state. 
And  much  less  could  he  mislead  me,  since,  being  within  the  territory,  I  failed 
to  see,  as  he  did,  the  ascendancy  of  the  friends  of  monarchy. 

And  now,  I  ask,  did  the  convention  of  London  permit  the  allied  arms  to  sus- 
tain the  flag  which  General  Almonte  brought  from  France  ]  Of  course  that 
general  said  that  the  opinion  of  the  country  should  be  consulted.  "  But  how !" 
I  asked ;  and  he  answered,  "  by  means  of  an  assembly  of  leading  men ;  but  first 
we  must  destroy  the  government  of  Juarez." 

The  English  ministers,  from  the  moment  that  they  became  aware  of  the  plan? 
brought  by  General  Almonte,  as  well  as  of  the  reinforcements  for  the  French 
troops,  foresaw  events  foreign  to  the  mission  which  took  us  to  Mexico,  and  ver- 
bally announced  to  me  that  the  battalion  of  royal  marines,  then  ready  to  go  to 
Orizaba,  would  re-embark  the  following  day ;  but  that  they  would  continue  to 
form  a  part  of  the  conference,  wherever  it  might  reunite. 

Here  are  the  despatches  and  letters  which  I  received  by  the  same  packet 
which  brought  General  Almonte.  (The  senator  read  various  despatches  and 
letters  analogous  in  tone  to  the  bases  of  the  convention  of  London ;  despatches 
and  letters  which  are  inserted  in  the  **  Journal  of  the  Sessions  of  the  Senate,"  in 
the  issue  giving  an  account  of  the  session  of  to-day.) 

After  this,  will  any  one  say  that  I  carried  out  my  own  policy  in  Mexico  I 
No ;  as  in  duty  bound  I  followed  the  policy  of  the  government,  confining  my- 
self loyally  and  with  exactitude  to  its  instructions.  That  this  policy  was  noble* 
and  conducive  to  the  splendor  of  the  throne  and  to  the  highest  interests  of  the 
country  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt,  since  the  Queen,  the  government,  and  the 
country  have  so  declared ;  but  for  this  very  reason  I  am  anxious  that  it  should 
be  understood  that  I  was  only  the  loyal  executor  of  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment.    To  Caesar  the  things  of  Caesar. 

Sustained  with  such  an  arsenal  of  good  reasons,  I  said  to  General  Almonte 
that  I  could  not  comprehend  how  the  government  of  the  Emperor  could  enter- 
tain a  plan  so  contrary  to  the  convention  of  London,  and  all  the  honorable  com- 
promises entered  into  by  the  allied  ministers  in  Mexico,  and  that  therefore  the 
plan  appeared  to  me  iniquitous  and  disloyal,  and  even  absurd  from  its  imprac- 
ticability. The  mission  of  the  allies,  I  said  to  him,  is  not  to  overtiun  and  set 
up  governments,  much  less  to  build  up  a  monarchy  for  the  Archduke  of  Austria 
or  any  one  else.  If,  in  the  course  of  time,  the  Mexicans  should  desire  a  monar- 
chy, we  will  not  oppose  them,  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  will  aid  them ;  but  thia 
must  hp  the  result  of  the  free  will  of  the  Mexican  people.  This  is  the  allied 
policy,  and  for  this  reason  you  must  not  count,  for  the  end  you  have  in  view,  on 
the  Spanish  forces,  nor  upon  those  of  the  English,  for  I  am  told  they  will  em- 
bark to-morrow.  In  that  case,  Almonte  replied,  I  must  count  on  those  of 
France. 

I  doubt  it,  I  replied,  for  I  do  not  believe  that  the  French  commissioners  will 
do  such  a  thing  without  orders  from  their  government,  and  the  Emperor  has  too 
much  sagacity  to  give  such  orders.  And  I  closed  by  predicting  that  if  he  should 
attempt  to  carry  out  his  plans  he  would  utterly  fail  in  them. 

The  Spanish  division  had  been  on  the  march  for  three  days.  The  following 
day  I  started  to  overtake  it  at  Paso  Ancho.  Here  I  must  say  that  the  Spanish 
troops  marched  in  that  hot,  burning  climate  admirably  well.  The  engineers,  as 
it  is  customary,  ahead  mending  the  roads  everywhere,  for  the  roads  of  that 
country  needed  it  much.  Whilst  the  engineers,  I  repeat,  prepared  the  way,  win 
niug  praises  for  their  activity  and  intelligence,  the  artillery  men  multiplied  thcm- 
edlyea  wondei-ftilly,  for  they  not  only  led  their  trains  along  these  bad  roads,  but 
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they  also  gave  assistance  to  many  French  wagons  which  had  heen  leflt  hehind. 
The  cavalry  soldiers,  on  their  part,  marched  on  foot  and  gave  their  horses  to  the 
sick.  Finally,  the  infantry,  loaded  down  with  the  enormous  weight  of  ^ve  days' 
rations,  with  their  tents,  blanket,  and  their  equipments,  showed  once  more  the 
vigor  inherent  to  our  race.  Some  fell  sick,  but  with  the  greatest  good  will  they 
would  not  give  up  as  long  as  they  had  a  breath  left  in  them. 

I  remember  having  met  two  soldiers  walking  very  slowly,  one  of  them,  wounded 
in  one  foot,  accompanied  the  other  who  had  fever,  and  carried  his  gun  and  his 
knapsack ;  and  having  told  them  to  get  into  my  carriage,  I  had  to  order  them  to 
do  it,  for  they  answered,  that  there  were  many  others  of  their  companions  in  a 
worse  condition  than  themselves.  Brave  sons  of  noble  Spain !  I  would  not 
wonder  if  one  day  the  world  would  be  astonished  at  your  heroic  deeds! 
Chiefs,  officers,  sergeants,  corporals,  and  soldiers  who  composed  the  expedition 
of  Mexico,  I  hail  you  all ! 

From  the  first  aay  of  my  arrival  at  Orizava  I  entered  into  correspondence 
with  Vice- Admiral  La  Gravi^re,  who  was  then  at  Tehuacan.  To  that  corres- 
pondence Mr.  Bermudes  de  Castro  alluded,  requesting  that  two  letters  should  be 
presented.  I  doubted  whether  I  ought  to  present  these  letters  or  not,  being,  as 
they  are,  confidential,  and  not  having  sent  them  to  the  government,  but  the 
minister  of  state  having  nodded  to  me  in  an  affimative  manner  has  helped  me 
out  of  my  difficulty.  I  offered,  therefore,  to  bring  said  letters,  and  yesterday 
they  were  laid  on  the  table,  forming  part  of  the  diplomatic  despatches. 

It  is  proper  to  read  the  first  one,  dated  March  17,  so  that  it  may  be  seen  how 
little  the  French  agent  cared  about  the  claims  which  were  to  be  addressed  to 
the  Mexican  government.  Here  it  is,  gentlemen,  (the  senator  read  it.)  It 
is,  therefore,  seen  that  the  primitive  mission  of  the  allies,  that  is  to  say,  to  ask 
the  payment  of  amounts  due,  to  ask  for  reparation  and  guarantees  in  future,  was 
a  matter  of  little  importance  to  the  vice-admiral ;  there  was  something  more  im- 
portant in  his  opinion,  and  we  shall  know  what  it  was  by  and  by. 

At  this  time  Sir  Charles  Wyke  received  the  news  that  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment continued  to  exact  from  our  countrymen  a  tax  of  two  per  cent,  on  capitals, 
imposing  besides  a  forced  loan  of  $500  000  to  six  business  houses,  three  of  which 
I  believed  to  be  Spanish.  I  was  mistaken  in  this,  for  there  was  only  one 
Spanish-American,  my  own.  I  wrote  immediately  to  Senor  Doblado,  the  min- 
ister of  Juares,  asking  for  explanations  on  the  subject,  and  as  he  talked  rather 
haughtily  in  his  reply,  1  said  to  La  Graviere  that  we  ought  soon  to  meet  and 
confer  on  that  point,  for  if  war  was  to  be  declared,  that  would  have  to  be  done 
in  defence  of  our  citizens,  and  not  for  unjustifiable  causes.  And  what  did  M. 
de  la  Graviere  say  to  me  in  answer?  You  will  know  it  after  hearing  the  follow- 
ing letter,  (the  senator  read  it.) 

A  deduction  from  it  is  the  explicit  declaration  that  M.  de  la  Graviere  thought 
of  acting  independently  of  the  conference,  for  the  expedition  henceforward  was 
to  be  only  a  French  expedition ;  a  deduction  from  it  is  also  his  idea  of  carrying 
out  his  plan  of  a  monarchy  in  Mexico. 

The  vice-admiral  was  still  more  explicit  in  another  confidential  letter  which 
he  wrote  to  me,  and  which  I  can  make  use  of,  being  authorized  to  do  so  by  its 
author.  Here  it  is :  (the  senator  read  another  letter,  in  which,  among  other 
things,  it  is  spoken  of  creating  a  monarchy  in  Mexico,  and  of  the  resolution  con- 
cerning the  carrying  of  said  plan  into  effect.) 

I  have  still  a  great  many  other  letters,  which  1  do  not  read  for  fear  of  exhausting 
the  patience  of  the  Senate,  but  still,  you  must  hear  one  more  from  the  same  M. 
de  la  Graviere,  written  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  March :  (the-  senator 
read  another  letter,  in  which  the  author  said  he  could  not  abandon  General  Al- 
monte, since  he  had  the  full  confidence  of  the  same  government  whieh  he,  de  la 
Graviere,  represented,  and  he  added  that  the  French  government  compelled  him 
to  disregard  the  resolutions  of  the  conference.)     I  now  ask,  what  does  this  iii<tau 
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why  is  a  member  of  the  conference  secretly  authorized  by  his  government  not 
to  respect,  in  a  given  case,  the  agreementfl  arrived  at  by  the  whole  conference! 

In  this  state  of  things,  I  learned  that  Greneral  Lorencez  had  left  Vera  Croz, 
accompanied  by  Greneral  Almonte,  and  escorted  by  a  battalion  of  chasseorB. 
The  day  of  his  arrival  at  Orizava  I  went  out  to  meet  him,  as  oar  association 
and  my  conduct  as  a  gentleman  required  me  to  do.  After  I  had  saluted  him,  I 
tried  to  come  to  the  point  without  loss  of  time,  for  I  was  impatient  to  know  how 
and  why  General  Lorencez  was  accompanied  by  Almonte,  since  this  was  undoubt- 
edly going  to  ci'eate  a  misunderstanding,  for  the  English  and  Spanish  forces 
were  by  no  means  disposed  to  support  the  plans  of  the  latter.  General  Lorences 
ordered  the  battalion  of  chasseurs  to  halt  until  further  orders  from  the  vice-ad- 
miral. Availing  myself  of  this  circumstance,  and  wishing  to  do  all  in  my  power 
to  avoid  rupture  between  the  allies,  having  agreed  with  the  English  commia- 
sioners,  I  went  to  Tehuacan  to  confer  with  the  vice-admiral,  and  here  comes  the 
best  part  of  my  story. 

Knowing  that  M.  Jurien  de  la  Gr&viere  was  bent  upon  going  to  the  capital, 
with  the  belief  that  ho  could  find  there  large  numbers  of  monarchists,  which  were 
only  waiting  for  his  arrival  to  proclaim  the  monarchy,  I  said  to  him :  **  Well, 
let  us  go  to  Mexico,  since  you  wish  it  so,"  and  half  jokingly,  half  seriously,  I 
added,  "  there  I  will  allow  you  to  intrigue  in  favor  of  your  archduke."  And, 
in  fact,  I  cared  but  little,  my  language  being  the  language  ppoken  in  Mexico; 
everybody  could  understand  me,  while  nobody  would  understand  him.  "  Well, 
suppose  we  go,"  answered  he,  "how  shall  we  gol"  He  having  asked  the  ques- 
tion, I  answered,  "  under  the  guarantee  of  the  treaties  which  we  are  about  to 
make  in  Orizaba."  **  Excellent !"  was  his  exclamation,  and  I  had  the  honor 
to  receive  from  him  three  embraces.  But,  will  the  English  commissioners  con- 
sent ]  "  They  will,"  was  m/  reply.  "  But  you  understand  that  if  we  march 
to  the  capital  with  the  consent  of  the  Mexican  government,  Senor  Almonte 
cannot  go  with  us,  and  therefore  we  must  send  him  to  Vera  Cruz."  "  That  is 
not  possible."  he  answered,  in  quite  a  high  tone.  "It  seems  to  me  you  have 
answered  with  precipitation,"  I  replied  to  him ;  and  he  repeated,  "  it  is  im- 
popsible." 

Knowing  what  his  intentions  were,  I  made  no  further  reply.  I  tried,  still,  to 
convince  him.  every  now  and  then,  but  I  did  not  succeed.  He  would  always 
answer  my  strongest  arguments  by  saying  that  "  policy  so  required  it ;  "  and 
this  reminded  me  very  much  of  the  famous  proverb  of  the  people  of  Madrid, 
who,  when  pushed  for  an  answer,  say :  "Well,  you  will  there  see  it."  I  had,  then, 
exhausted  every  means  of  convincing  him,  and,  consequently,  after  a  few  houn, 
I  left  for  Orizava,  persuaded  as  I  was  that  the  rupture  of  the  conference  was 
unavoidable.  From  that  moment  I  began  to  think  what  I  should  do  when  the 
decisive  moment  should  arrive. 

Four  solutions  were  under  my  consideration:  1st.  To  put  myself  in  the 
hands  of  the  French  and  march  with  them.  2d.  To  wait  and  ask  for  new 
instructions  from  the  government.  3d.  To  oppose  the  French.  4th.  To  reembark 
with  my  troops.  Now,  gentlemen,  which  of  thesQ  solutions  was  the  most  proper 
to  the  character  and  person  of  General  Prim  ]  The  first  one  undoubtedly.  Since 
I  was  to  fight  with  the  certainty  of  being  victorious,  and,  besides,  once  in  Mexico, 
the  Queen  would  have  rewarded  me  with  the  third  military  cordon,  (that  of  captain 
general.  The  Emperor  of  the  French  would  have  honored  me  with  the  cross  of 
the  legion  of  honor,  and  would  have  conferred  upon  me  the  title  of  duke  of  Mexico, 
and,  when  I  should  have  returned  to  Spain,  no  one  could  dispute  me  the  embassj 
to  Paris.  Such  was  the  tempting  picture  which  was  presented  to  my  eyes,  if  I 
marched  with  the  French ;  but  this  could  not  be  done  without  the  loss  of  the 
good  faith  and  loyalty  due  to  my  country,  and,  therefore,  I  did  not  hesitate  to 
sacrifice  my  pride,  my  friendship  for  the  Emperor,  and  my  dreams  of  glory 
Jipoa  the  altar  of  my  duty  and  of  the  independence  of  my  country. 
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On  the  other  hand,  I  could  not  lose  sight  of  the  engagements  of  Spain  with 
England,  and  of  the  three  powers  with  the  United  States,  not  to  impose  upon 
the  Mexicans  any  government  which  they  would  not  be  willing  to  accept ;  and, 
by  the  way,  since  I  have  mentioned  the  United  States,  let  me  tell  you  that 
they  are  a  great  people,  however  the  opinion  has  been  entertained  for  a  long 
time  that  they  were  only  a  nation  of  merchants.  I  believe  that  Europe  may  no  w  be 
convinced  that  this  is  not  the  case,  for  I  have  seen  and  carefully  examined  one 
of  their  armies,  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  commanded  by  General  McClellan, 
numbering  110,000  men,  with  500  guns,  and  I  can  assert  that  it  is  equal  to 
any  other  army  in  the  world.  And  do  not  believe  that  the  struggle  in  which 
they  find  themselves  engaged  is  going  to  exhaust  them  and  leave  them  power- 
less, for,  even  should  the  States  of  the  south  be  separated  from  those  of  the 
north,  they  will  always  be  two  powerful  nations,  both  equally  lovers  of  the 
Monroe  doctrine.  But,  coming  to  the  point,  I  say  that  the  preceding  con- 
siderations caused  me  to  lay  aside  the  first  resolution,  and  next  to  examine  the 
second. 

To  put  it  off  and  ask  for  instructions  was  apparently  the  easiest ;  but,  in  fact, 
practically,  it  was  the  worst  course  to  pursue,  for  a  conflict  might  ensue  from 
such  a  resolution  between  the  Spaniards  and  the  French.  Besides,  the  Mexi- 
cans could  blockade,  if  not  take  by  force,  the  hospital  of  the  French  in  Orizava, 
where  I  was  myself,  and  this  was  quite  a  difficult  situation  for  me,  since,  being 
scarce  of  provisions,  I  had  been  compelled  to  go  as  far  as  Vera  Cruz  to  procure 
them,  and  I  could  not  get  them  without  paying  enormous  prices.  If  the  French 
were  beaten,  I  was  obliged  to  undertake  their  defence,  and  I  was  comp remitted ; 
and  by  asking  instructions  from  the  government  I  had  created  a  conflict  for  it 
which  it  had  to  determine.  If  the  government  should  say,  "  go  to  the  aid  of 
the  French,"  and  the  order  should  arrive  when  the  French  should  be  in  Mexico, 
it  would  be  of  no  use;  and  if  they  were  beaten  I  was  bound  to  reopen  the  campaign 
under  the  very  worst  auspices.  Finally,  if  the  government  ordered  the  troops 
to  be  re-embarked  when  the  French  should  be  in  Mexico,  the  re-embarkation 
would  be  ridiculous ;  and  if,  on  the  contrary,  they  should  be  repulsed,  I  could 
not  have  abandoned  them  in  their  difficulties.  The  most  honorable  and  loyal 
course,  therefore,  was  to  leave  the  government  free  to  act,  so  that  if  it  were  ne- 
cessary it  would  sacrifice  its  plenipotentiary  in  Mexico  for  the  country's  sake ; 
and,  consequently,  I  was  bound  to  lay  aside,  and  so  I  did,  the  second  solution 
of  the  four  presented  to  my  consideration. 

The  third  course  was  to  prevent  the  advance  of  the  French  until  new  orders 
should  come  from  our  respective  governments,  and  it  is  true  that  this  solution 
was  the  most  conformable  to  my  warlike  character ;  but  neither  was  I  willing 
to  fight  the  French  whom  I  esteemed,  and  do  still  esteem,  nor  could  I  allow 
myself  to  create,  by  the  war  in  Orizaba,  another  war  in  the  Pyrenees.  Never- 
theless, gentlemen,  that  was  the  best  chance  to  realize  my  dreams  of  personal 
ambition,  if  I  ever  had  any ;  that  was  the  time  to  become  King  of  Mexico,  as  it 
has  also  been  attributed  to  me. 

This  idea  which,  more  than  once,  the  senate  have  heard,  was  originated  by 
my  good  colleague,  M.  de  Saligny,  and  not  without  producing  some  eflect  in 
Mexico,  quoting  in  its  support  the  Eco  de  Europa,  a  paper  whose  tendencies 
were  neither  more  nor  less  than  those  of  the  policy  of  tne  allied  powers.  It  is 
true  that  said  paper  caused  some  suspicions  on  account  of  praising  me,  saying, 
for  instance,  that  the  Count  of  Reus  was  very  brave.  But  what  a  novelty ! 
Is  there  any  one  who  may  deny  to  the  Count  of  Reus  the  quality  of  a  good 
soldier?  If  this  is  denied  him,  what  remains  to  him?  The  Eco  de  Europa 
said,  also,  that  the  Count  of  Reus  was  intelligent  in  matters  of  war,  and  that  he 
was,  moreover,  a  man  of  character — very  courteous,  and  that  he  was,  also,  a 
man  of  liberal  principles ;  but  was  not  all  this  true  ? 

There  waa  another  idea  which  excited  more  suspicion  still,  and  It  \%  tbs^ 
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one  that  the  Count  of  Reus,  I  know  not  in  what  age,  might  have  been  a  demi- 
god— that  in  the  middle  ages  he  might  have  created  a  dynasty  of  kings ;  hut, 
senators,  can  this  be  taken  into  serious  consideration  1  The  truth  of  it  ib,  that 
the  Count  of  Reus  has  never  had  such  ambitions.  I  remember  what  was  once 
told  me  by  one  august  sovereign  with  reference  to  certain  ambitious  views  at- 
tributed to  a  certain  high  personage :  "  If  we  who  have  sprung  from  a  family 
of  a  hundred  kings,"  said  he,  "  can  scarcely  hold  our  thrones,  what  shall  those 
do  who  are  not  in  the  like  condition  1 " 

Besides,  gentlemen,  if  I  opposed  monarchy  in  Mexico  in  the  absence  of  mon- 
archists there,  could  I  believe  that  I  was  to  find  them  for  my  own  sake  1  But, 
gentlemen,  I  am  a  Spaniard  of  pure  blood,  and  would  not  have  accepted  the 
throne,  even  though  it  had  been  offered  to  me  by  all  the  Mexicans ;  for  I  prefer 
the  being  a  general  in  the  service  of  my  country  and  a  senator  of  the  kingdom  to 
all  its  blandishments,  and  with  the  privilege  granted  to  Garcia  del  Castanar  of 
hunting  the  wild  boar  in  the  mountains  of  Toledo. 

The  best  proof  I  can  give  that  I  never  entertained  the  ambition  attributed  to 
me  is,  that  I  have  despised  the  splendid  opportunity  offered  to  me  of  realizing 
it  by  attacking  the  French  and  becoming  the  liberator  of  Mexico. 

The  third  solution  being  thus  laid  aside,  I  thought  of  the  fourth  and  last,  and 
this  I  did  deliberately,  for  I  could  weigh  the  gravity  of  my  determination.  I 
communicated  it  to  her  Majesty's  government,  and  meanwhile  I  awaited  the 
meeting  of  the  commissioners  and  the  developments  of  the  conferences.  The  first 
one  took  place  on  the  9th  of  April,  the  record  of  which,  in  extenso,  is  sufficient 
to  give  to  senators  a  good  idea  of  the  events  which  occurred,  but,  as  many  of 
our  statesmen  have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  examine  it,  I  will  now  read  some 
of  its  principal  paragraphs.     (The  senator  here  read  them.) 

You  see,  therefore,  that  the  agents  the  of  Emperor  Napoleon,  either  acting  m 
conformity  with  their  instructions,  or  on  their  own  authority,  (as  I  am  tlie  more 
inclined  to  think  they  did,)  in  marching  forward  they  abandoned  the  policy  of 
the  allies,  being  determined  to  make  it  altogether  a  French  policy.  This  was 
a  sufficient  cause  for  the  allies  to  re-embark  their  troops,  leaving  to  the  French 
ministers  alone  the  responsibility  of  their  acts.  And,  in  truth,  their  responsi- 
bility before  God  and  before  men  and  that  of  the  government  which  has  sanc- 
tioned it  is  immense.  Much  blood  will  be  shed  in  Mexico ;  the  Mexicans  will 
shed  their  own  to  defend  their  independence.  France  will  shed  that  of  her 
sons  for  a  mere  illusion ;  for  although,  at  the  cost  of  this  same  illusion  and  of 
great  sacrifices,  the  imperial  troops  may  enter  the  capital  of  the  republic,  they 
will  not  create  anything  permanent  or  worthy  of  the  people  they  represent. 
They  will  not  establish  a  monarchy  there,  not  even  consolidate  a  provisional 
government. 

The  holy  alliance  caused  Louis  XVIII  to  enter  Paris,  but  that  monarch, 
although  of  royal  blood,  could  hardly  be  said  to  reign.  Charles  X  succeeded 
him,  and  shortly  after  his  own  subjects  dethroned  him.  Napoleon  I  himself 
crowned  Joseph  Bonaparte,  his  brother,  king  of  Spain,  and  the  latter  fell  with  the 
first  alarm  which  caused  the  downfall  of  the  first  empire.  Jerome  Bonaparte,  in 
Westphalia,  experienced  the  same  fate,  and  to  the  brave  Murat,  in  Naples,  some- 
thing worse — be  was  shot.  What  more  need  I  say,  gentlemen  1  In  Mexico 
itself  there  was  an  Iturbide ;  he  was  in  high  esteem  so  long  as  he  contented 
himself  with  being  a  great  citizen,  but  he  made  himself  an  emperor,  and  death 
was  his  punishment.  Such  is  the  history — the  sad  history— of  kings  saddled 
by  force  upon  nations.  ^Let  the  Archduke  Maximilian  take  warning.  The 
French  will  not  possess  in  Mexico  more  soil  than  that  which  they  may  actually 
occupy,  and  after  all,  sooner  or  later,  they  will  be  bound  to  leave  that  country 
in  a  more  miserable  condition  than  that  in  which  they  found  it. 

I  am  worn  out,  Mr.  President,  and  if  you  would  be  kind  enough  to  suspend 
the  debate,  I  would  thank  you  for  it,  and  I  may  continue  my  speech  to-morrow. 


PRESENT  CONDITION   OP    MEXICO  503 

The  President.  The  honr  for  terminating  the  session  under  the  rules  having 
arrived,  the  discussion  is  suspended,  and  it  will  be  renewed  to-morrow. 

Session  of  the  Wtk. 

The  Count  of  Reus  said  :  I  regret,  senators,  that  I  have  to  occupy  myself 
with  a  question  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  lowers  the  principal  subject  in  debate ; 
but  there  are  censures  or  murmurs  which  cannot  be  passed  over  unnoticed.  If 
it  be  true  that  one  drop  of  poison  will  not  destroy  a  robust  body,  it  is  likewise 
true  that  this  drop  should  oe  washed  away,  because,  if  it  were  permitted  to 
remain  in  the  system,  it  might  possibly  superinduce  mortification. 

Whispers  have  been  circulated  as  to  the  greater  or  less  expense  of  the  Mexi- 
can expedition.  The  intention  is  well  known ;  but  I  have  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  expenses  of  the  expedition.  The  commissariat  is,  in  armies,  the 
department  which  receives  the  funds  and  distributes  them,  and  the  one  which 
accounts,  at  the  right  time,  to  the  proper  authority.  The  commander-in-chief 
disposes  of  these  ftinds  as  he  believes  most  advantageous  for  the  service,  the 
commissariat  distributes  them,  and  the  commander-in-chief  is  under  no  obliga- 
tion whatever  to  account  to  any  one.  Of  $100,000  which  I  had  at  my  disposal, 
I  spent  no  more  than  $4,338 ;  those  who  have  occupied  themselves  with  these 
petty  details  remain  satisfied  with  this. 

I  proceed  now  to  undertake  the  no  easy  task  of  replying  to  the  discourse  of 
the  imperial  minister,  M.  Billault — a  discourse  delivered  in  the  legislative  as- 
sembly of  France.  The  attacks  made  upon  me  were  as  violent  as  they  were 
deficient  in  circumspection,  inasmuch  as  if  public  men  ought  always  to  maintain 
circumspection  they  ought  especially  to  maintain  it  when  they  are  the  coun- 
sellors of  the  crown.  M.  Billault  treated  without  any  respect  or  consideration 
whatever  a  Spanish  general,  the  plenipotentiary  of  the  Queen  of  Spain.  Did 
he  think,  perhaps,  that  I  would  not  return  him  thrust  for  thrust  and  blow  for 
blow?  Did  he  think  that  he  might  take  advantage  of  his  high  position  to  hurl 
upon  me  all  the  thunderbolts  that  he  thought  proper?  M.  Billault  has  deceived 
himself.  I  proceed  to  reply  to  him,  without  failing  to  maintain  that  circumspec- 
tion which  he  has  not  thought  proper  to  observe. 

The  imperial  minister  commenced  his  discourse  by  saying  that  the  Emperor's 
government  desired  the  occasion  of  explaining  to  the  assembly  and  to  the  country 
the  affairs  of  Mexico,  which,  through  the  mistake  of  some  and  the  malice  of 
others,  had  disturbed  public  opinion.  But  what  happened  after  M.  Billault  had 
spoken  ?  As  M.  Jules  Favre  had  done  so  previously,  and  related  truths  and 
said  things  quite  different  from  what  M.  Billault  said,  France  knows  not  what  to 
believe  in  regard  to  the  events  that  have  taken  place  in  Mexico.  It  is  certain 
that  the  minister  supported  himself  with  official  public  documents,  but  it  is  also 
certain  that  they  were  written  by  M.  de  Saligny  and  by  M.  de  la  Gravi^re,  and 
that,  in  referring  to  documents  relative  to  the  representative  of  the  Queen  of 
Spain,  he  did  not  read  that  which  did  not  suit  him,  which  was,  in  fact,  the  most 
important.  I  might  qualify  this  mode  of  action  with  severity,  but  I  content 
myself  with  saying  that  M.  Billault  did  not  do  well. 

The  result  of  this,  I  repeat,  is  that  public  opinion  in  France  has  no  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  events  that  have  transpired  in  Mexico.  If  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment desired  that  the  public  opinion  of  its  country  should  be  well  informed 
in  regard  to  the  particulars,  it  ought  to  have  adopted  the  only  and  the  simple 
way  adopted  by  the  governments  of  England  and  Spain :  that  of  presenthig  to 
Parliament  all  the  documents  relative  to  the  question.  But  as  this  would  have 
demonstrated  that  the  difficulties  had  been  originated  so  trivially  that  the  good 
name  of  France  would  be  compromised  in  distant  countries,  the  publication  of 
these  documents  was  not  made,  and  not  even  the  record  of  the  last  conference 
of  Orizaba  was  printed,  which  might,  perhaps,  have  been  sufficient. 
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M.  Billault  explained  matters  like  a  person  who  speaks  to  people  nnder  obliga- 
tion to  believe ;  yet  neither  France  nor  Europe  can  yield  assent  to  what  his 
lordship  said,  because  he  did  it  without  foundation  and  in  disregard  of  all  the 
public  documents  which,  relatively  t«  the  affair,  ought  to  be  kept  in  view. 

This  minister,  without  portfolio,  strove  to  prove  that  the  affairs  of  Mexico  had 
reached  to  such  a  point  that  it  was  indispensable  to  have  recourse  to  arms.  It 
does  not  become  me  to  discuss  whether  France  had  or  had  not  reason  to  pro- 
ceed against  Mexico ;  but  I  am  entitled  to  declare  that  if  the  three  allied  nations 
landed  their  armies  on  the  Mexican  territory,  they  did  not  do  it  with  the  inten- 
tion of  overthrowing  the  government  there  constituted,  if  that  government 
acknowledged  the  demands  made  by  the  allies. 

Now,  then,  as  the  government  of  Juarez  recognized  that  it  had  committed 
faults,  and  added  that  it  was  ready  to  repair  them,  it  is  clear  that  no  war  could 
have  been  declared  against  it,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  convention  of  Lon- 
don and  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  allied  governments.  So  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Emperor  understood  it  in  the  beginning,  and  for  this  reason  issued 
the  instructions  which  it  gave  to  its  vice-admiral.  La  Gravi^re,  with  which,  and 
with  the  convention  above  mentioned,  the  very  reasonable  conduct  of  that  func- 
tionary was  in  conformity  during  the  first  two  months  of  the  occupation  of  Vera 
Cruz.  Had  it  not  been  so,  the  French  commissioner,  seeing  the  spirit  that 
animated  the  English  and  Spanish  commissioners,  would  have  said  from  the  veiy 
first  day :  '*  That  does  not  suit  me,  my  instructions  are  these :  I  have  come  espe- 
cially to  overturn  the  existing  government." 

But  the  most  evident  proof  that  the  Emperor's  government  did  not  then  think  of 
overturning  the  government  of  Juarez  consists  in  the  elements  that  composed  the 
French  forces  that  were  sent  to  Mexico :  two  battalions  of  marines  (composed  of 
mariners,  improvised  soldiers,)  and  one  battalion  of  Zouaves,  without  any  military 
equipments,  as  they  did  not  even  have  tents,  and  were  so  far  destitute  in  this 
respect  that  when  the  camp  was  established  in  the  Tejeria  they  had  to  supply 
them  with  the  sails  from  the  vessels.  Are  governments  overthrown  and  es- 
tablished, and  thrones  erected,  with  elements  of  this  nature  1  The  imperial  gov- 
ernment did  not  think,  then,  in  the  beginning,  of  overturning  the  existing  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico ;  it  thought  of  it  afterwards,  and  in  an  evil  hour  for  France 
gave  its  orders  to  that  effect,  without  any  previous  intimation  to  the  allied 
governments. 

Proceeding  from  a  false  supposition,  the  minister  without  portfolio  found  much 
fault  with  the  allies  for  treating  with  the  government  of  Juarez,  since,  in  his 
opinion,  we  ought  to  have  commenced  by  overturning  a  government  which  had 
neither  means  nor  authority  to  sustain  itself.  Facts  have  proved  to  M.  Billault 
that  he  was  very  superficial  in  his  appreciation  of  the  means  and  authority  of  the 
government  of  Juarez,  since,  in  spite  of  his  having  said  that  it  would  disappear 
before  the  breath  of  France,  he  has  seen  that  it  has  resisted  not  only  that  breath, 
but,  what  is  more,  the  onset  of  the  brave  soldiers  of  France  and  the  thunder  of 
their  cannon,  and  that  it  yet  maintains  its  position. 

And,  then,  it  will  not  be  a  government  so  weak  and  of  so  little  authority.  But, 
now  it  is  geen,  it  was  necessary  for  the  speaker  to  make  that  assertion ;  and  when 
a  minister  is  heard  to  say,  with  the  seriousness  with  which  M.'  Billault  has  done, 
that  the  expedition  was  sent,  above  all  things,  to  overturn  the  existing  govern- 
ment, it  is  impossible  that  public  opinion  in  France  should  not  be  disturb^. 

To  justify  the  schemes  of  monarchy  originated  in  France,  M.  Billault  says 
that  a  number  of  Mexicans  have  declared  that  only  this  fonn  of  government 
could  save  Mexico  from  the  evils  under  which  it  groans.  But  his  excellency 
has  deceived  hunself,  and  certainly  cannot  have  read  the  last  manifestoes  pub- 
lished at  Havana  by  the  reactionary  generals  Zuloaga  and  Cobos,  counselling 
their  fellow  countrymen  to  lay  aside  their  family  quarrels,  and  all  unite  in 
combatting  against  the  French.    Well,  then,  if  the  liberal  party  is  not  mon- 
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iTcbical,  and  the  reactionary  party  fight  against  the  French,  who  put  forth  the 
idea  of  monarchy,  where  are  the  numerous  Mexicans  who,  according  to  M, 
Billault,  desire  this  form  of  government? 

So  certain  it  is  that  in  Mexico  there  are  no  men  with  monarchical  ideas,  that 
when  Senor  Gutierrez  Estrada,  of  that  country,  conceived  some  years  ago  the 
plan  of  restoring  the  monarchy,  and  knowing  the  difficulty  and  danger  of 
3rganiziDg  a  pronunciamento  under  such  a  stanaard,  he  first  merely  proclaimed 
3ne  of  those  military  pronunciamentos  which  have  always  been  so  easy  there. 
Bis  idea  was  to  call  together  an  assembly  of  men  inclined  to  favor  his  plan,  so 
that  the  standard  of  monarchy  might  be  raised  in  the  assembly.  And  what 
followed  ?  That  there  was  not  a  single  deputy  ventured  to  mention  monarchy, 
ind  Senor  Estrada  was  obliged  to  leave  the  country,  without  having  since  been 
Me  to  return  to  Mexico,  although  his  Mends  have  more  than  once  held  the 
^vemment. 

The  numerous  Mexicans  to  whom  M.  Billault  refers  are  neither  more  nor  less 
than  ^ve:  Seuor  Estrada,  just  mentioned.  General  Almonte,  Father  Miranda, 
Father  Haro,  and  a  person  who  was  secretary  of  legation  from  Mexico  in 
Madrid,  this  last  being  the  one  who  has  most  labored  to  create  the  present  evil 
lituation  of  the  French  government  in  respect  to  Mexico.  Let  the  minister 
Bfrithout  portfolio  of  the  imperial  government  take  note  of  these  words,  if  he 
3leases,  of  which  I  will  send  him  a  translation,  inasmuch  as,  notwithstanding 
lie  is  so  erudite,  he  may  not  know  the  language  of  Cervantes,  as  I  presume  he 
loes  not  know  it,  since  otherwise  he  would  also  know  the  Spanish  character, 
ind  be  aware  that  we  are  not  to  be  addressed  with  haughtiness,  because  we 
Dastillians  do  not  permit  ourselves  to  be  regarded  with  contempt  or  spoken  to 
ivith  such  arrogance  as  the  French  minister  has  done. 

And  M.  Billault  deceives  himself  most  miserably  if  he  believes  that  Spain 
jan  be  treated  with  less  regard  and  courtesy  than  any  other  nation ;  since,  if 
Bngland,  for  example,  has  many  vessels,  our  country  has  them  too,  and  well 
nanned  and  commanded,  though  we  know  that  this  is  not  the  principal  force 
)f  our  nation.  Spain  is  strong,  because  she  reckons  numerous  and  valliant 
battalions,  and  a  warlike  population,  Spanish  even  to  frenzy,  which,  in  case  of 
3eing  threatened  by  foreign  enemies,  would  rise  like  a  single  man,  at  the  very 
irst  faint  alarm  rung  from  the  patriotic  bells  of  Bailen  and  Saragossa. 

There  was  a  time  when  it  was  thought  that  Spain  was  strong  only  by  the 
bulwarks  of  defence  that  her  sons  could  make  of  her  Pyrenees  and  her  central 
nountains.  But  things  have  changed  with  peace,  and  are  now  to  be  regarded 
n  quite  a  different  light.  She  has  acquired  public  wealth  and  commercial 
mportance;  her  treasury  can  furnish  the  necessary  sums  to  place  the  country 
n  proper  condition  in  case  of  war.  Our  fortresses  have  been  improved ;  our 
brces  of  infantry  and  cavalry  are  well  armed  and  equipped,  and  their  discipline 
s  magnificent.  The  special  national  weapons  preserve  their  good  name;  the 
irtillery  has  received  large  accessions;  there  are  rifled  cannons;  there  are 
ield  works  at  suitable  points,  whence  100,000  men  could  operate.  The  official 
•orps  includes  most  honorable  and  illustrious  young  men,  inferior  to  those  of  no 
>ther  nation.  Arms  for  the  provincial  militia  are  stored  in  all  the  provincial 
^pitals,  and  include  many  thousands  of  guns  reserved  for  any  increase  of  the 
irmy  that  may  be  necessary.  The  various  troops  of  carabiniers  and  of  the 
jivil  guard  would  form,  if  needed,  excellent  corps  d*armee.  The  sanitary 
lepartment  and  the  commissiariat  perform  their  functions  most  satisfactorily, 
ind,  finally,  the  roll  of  officers  numbers  illustrious  generals  grown  grey  in  the 
lervice  of  the  Queen  and  country,  as  well  as  young  generals,  like  myself,  who 
ire  all  thirsting  for  fame;  some  of  them  of  the  moderate  party,  as  my  friend 
5enor  Lara;  others  of  the  royalist  party,  as  my  friend  Senor  Calonge;  and 
)thers  of  the  progressionist  party,  as  my  friend,  Senor  Luxan;  but  all  in  the  full 
lersuasion  that  in  case  of  war,  (which  may  Ood  not  permit,)  the  Spanish  troops 
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would  not  occupy  themselves  only  with  defending  the  narrow  defiles  and  craggy 
fastnesses  of  their  mountains,  but  would  boldly  march  out  and  give  battle  on 
the  plains  of  Aragon  and  Navarre,  or  wherever  it  were  necessary,  leaving  the 
issue  to  the  Lord  of  Hosts. 

Because  I  use  this  language  in  reply  to  the  imperial  minister,  let  it  not  be 
thought  that  I  desire  war.  On  the  contrary,  I  wish  for  peace,  because  with  it 
alone  do  nations  become  great  and  prosperous,  when,  like  ours,  they  occupy  t 
distinguished  place  in  Europe.  My  only  object  has  been  to  show  to  those  who 
know  it  not,  tnat  Spain  can  carry  on  war,  and  a  great  war,  since  it  has  the 
requisite  elements  for  it,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  fear  any  other 
nation,  no  matter  how  powerful  it  may  be.  Moreover,  I  feel  confident  that 
there  will  not  be  wanting  persons  to  say  that  I  am  acting  the  policy  of  the 
second  of  May,  that  I  am  evoking  the  shades  of  Daoiz  and  Velarde,  that  I  am 
seeking  to  excite  the  masses,  and  there  will  not  be  wanting,  very  soon,  some 
one  to  add  that  I  have  acted  the  demagogue.  Ah !  gentlemen,  if  it  is  dema- 
gogical to  defend  one's  country,  or  to  show  the  means  of  defence  with  which  it 
calculates  to  resist  a  foreign  invasion  in  case  it  were  one  day  attempted,  I  will, 
indeed,  be  demagogical.  I  am  in  the  habit  of  travelling  without  the  prepos- 
sessiou  of  asserting  that  Spain  has  such  and  such  a  thing  superior  to  any  other 
nation;  but  when  it  is  sought  to  wound  the  dignity  of  my  country,  I  shrink  to 
encounter  no  one.  I  may  be  very  demagogical,  but  I  subscribe  to  the  Aragonese 
rhyme: 

**The  Virgin  of  the  Pillar  says 
That  French  she  will  not  be  " 

M.  Billault  afterwards  said  in  his  speech :  (Here  his  lordship  read,  among 
other  things,  an  extract  from  the  French  minister's  speech  to  the  effect  that, 
on  the  last  intimation  being  made  to  the  government  of  Juarez,  if  no  satisfaction 
were  offered,  recourse  would  be  had  to  arms ;  and  that  the  Spanish  commissioner 
appeared  to  entertain  different  views  with  regard  to  Mexico  than  those  which 
he  had  expressed  to  his  government  when  the  treaty  of  London  was  signed.) 
Here  we  remark  the  great  contradiction  into  which  the  imperial  minister  falls, 
thereby  overturning  tlie  entire  structure  which  he  had  sought  to  rear. 

In  the  beginning,  he  considers  absolutely  that  the  allied  governments  had 
resolved  upon  the  fall  of  the  government  of  Juarez,  without  any  conditions; 
and  now  he  says  that  an  ultimatum  was  to  be  offered.  Which  are  we  to 
believe?  Will  M.  Billault  acknowledge  his  contradiction?  The  ultimatum 
was  presented;  and  if  the  payment  of  all  arrears  was  not  demanded  as  a 
primary  condition,  it  was  the  fault  of  the  unjust  demand  of  the  French  ultimatum 
which  was  resisted  by  the  English  ministers — the  demand  of  15  millions  of 
dollars  instead  of  15  millions  of  reals. 

Nevertheless,  there  was  another  article  still  more  grave  in  the  French  ulti- 
matum, namely,  that  the  Emperor's  minister  in  Mexico  should  have  Uie  right 
of  interfering  in  the  administration  of  justice,  always,  and  in  every  case,  when 
a  French  subject  was  a  party,  complainant  or  defendant,  in  the  suit.  Do  yon 
wish  more  ?  There  was  an  article,  yet  more  important,  that  the  government  of 
the  republic  should  admit  French  agents  into  its  custom-houses,  who  were  to 
receive  the  percentage  that  might  be  stipulated  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  debts 
due  to  France,  it  being  subjoined  that  these  agents  might  abate  the  rates  estab- 
lished for  the  customs,  according  as  would  be  most  profitable,  which  would  be 
equivalent  to  transferring  Mexico  into  a  French  province.  Nothing  less  than 
these  unworthy  concessions  did  the  French  ultimatum  ask. 

Impartial  men  of  all  countries  will  ask  whether  a  powerful  nation,  like  France, 
ought  to  abuse  its  power  to  such  an  extent.  If  I  wished  to  use  the  same  arms 
Sigainst  M.  Billault  with  which  he  has  attacked  me,  a  good  occasion  would  be 


PRESENT   CONDITION  OP    MEXICO.  507 

offered  me  for  it  by  the  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  of  the  Jecker  house ;  but  I 
will  not  do  it,  remembering,  as  I  do,  that  when  I  learned  the  use  and  manage- 
ment of  arms,  my  fencing-master  told  me  what,  indeed,  I  already  knew,  that 
'•  noble  men  should  in  no  case  use  aught  but  noble  arms." 

Was  M.  Billault  ignorant  of  the  unjust  demands  contained  in  the  French 
ultimatum  ?  That  is  possible,  inasmuch  as  his  excellency,  having  no  other 
function  to  perform  but  to  speak  in  the  name  of  his  companions,  on  that  occasion 
was  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  business  in  question,  and  spoke  only 
what  he  was  told  to  speak,  it  being  a  thing  of  no  particular  importance  to  him- 
self that  he  committed  mistakes.  Yet  it  is  a  mistake,  and  a  very  serious  one, 
to  suppose  that  the  Spanish  commissioner  entertained  different  ideas  with  regard 
to  Mexico  from  those  expressed  to  his  government  when  the  treaty  of  l^ndon 
was  signed.  So  incorrect  is  this,  and  so  far  from  the  truth  is  it  that  the  Spanish 
commissioner  entertained  ideas  with  regard  to  Mexico  different  from  those  of  his 
government  that  he  has  merited  the  honor  of  having  his  acts  entirely  approved 
by  that  same  government. 

Further  on,  M.  Billault  complains  in  his  speech  of  the  fact  that  the  constituted 
government  of  Mexico  has  tried  to  defend  itself,  and  he  regards  this  as  a 
monstrosity,  and  says  that  the  said  government  is  an  execrable  and  detestable 
one.  It  seems  impossible  that  a  man  of  elevated  position  should  be  blinded  to 
such  an  extreme.  Undoubtedly,  M.  Billault  has  forgotten  some  of  the  san- 
guinary episodes  of  the  history  of  his  own  country,  and  I  shall  permit  myself 
to  remind  him  of  them. 

When,  in  the  time  of  the  first  republic,  the  Austrians  invaded  France,  at  the 
instigation  of  the  French  emigrants,  the  tribunal  of  public  safety  not  only  issued 
decrees  of  proscription  and  extermination,  but,  in  the  resolution  of  sustaining  a 
war  to  the  death  with  the  partisans  of  the  old  regime^  hurled  at  them  the  heads 
of  its  King  and  Queen,  cut  off  by  the  axe  of  the  executioner,  for  their  supposed 
complicity  with  the  designs  of  the  emigrants.  The  first  act  of  the  restoration 
was  the  military  execution  of  the  best  soldier  of  France,  Marshal  Ney. 

During  the  reign  of  Louis  Phillippe  proscription  and  death  were  meted  out 
to  the  republicans ;  against  the  legitimists  there  was  the  imprisonment  of  the 
Duchess  of  Berry,  without  any  consideration  for  the  state  of  her  health ;  and 
against  the  partisans  of  the  dynasty  of  Napoleon  the  incarceration  of  the  prisoner 
of  Ham. 

The  republic  returned,  and  Cavaignac  shot  down  the  revolutionists  of  June ; 
and,  even  now,  has  not  France  laws  of  proscription  and  death  against  those  who 
venture  to  conspire  against  the  existing  regime  ?  This,  then,  is  the  truth,  M. 
Billault ;  this  is  history ;  and  in  reminding  your  excellency  of  it,  I  have  merely 
wished  to  show  that  to  a  nation  like. France,  which  has  passed  through  a  sea  of 
blood  and  tears,  it  is  not  becoming  to  treat  with  hai-shness  and  crudity  that  other 
people  now  marching  desolate  through  the  same  sea  of  tears  and  blood. 

But  France,  said  M.  Billault  also,  cannot  consent  that  Mexico  should  assassi- 
nate her  own  sons,  and  in  saying  this  he  referred  to  the  horrors  and  persecutions 
of  which  the  admiral  had  given  an  account.  All  that  could  be  cited  was  the 
removal  of  General  Uraga  and  the  arrest  of  General  Chacon. 

It  is  true  that  the  admiral  also  alluded  to  the  death  of  General  Robles  Pezuela, 
but  he  did  not  venture  to  name  him,  because  no  one  knew  better  than  the  ad- 
miral whither  Robles  Pezuela  was  going  when  he  was  discovered  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Tehuacan  and  arrested. 

The  unfortunate  Robles,  to  avoid  political  persecution  on  another  occasion, 
took  refuge  in  the  French  legation,  and  when  the  allies  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  he 
was  in  the  capital.  His  relations  with  M.  Saligny  were  known,  and  the  govern- 
ment gave  him  a  pass  to  proceed  to  a  certain  point,  from  which  he  offered,  on 
his  word  of  hokor,  not  to  move  without  their  knowledge.  On  an  evil  day  the 
mifortunate  man  disappeared  from  the  point  in  question,  and  was  found  in  dis- 
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guise  near  Tehuacan,  where  he  was  taken.  I  did  all  that  I  could  to  save  Roblen, 
and  the  English  commissioners  did  the  Eame.  The  ministers  of  the  republic 
being  then  in  Orizaba,  I  obtained  an  order  to  suspend  execution  in  case  he  had 
been  sentenced  to  suffer  the  extreme  penalty.  I  myself  enclosed  and  sealed  the 
order,  and  entrusted  it  to  a  courier  extraordinary,  but,  unfortunately,  he  arrived 
two  hours  after  the  execution  of  the  unhapny  general.  Light  be  the  earth  on 
his  grave !  If  we  except  this  victim,  there  have  been  no  such  assassinations  as 
M.  Billault  has  supposed,  and,  at  least,  there  is  no  knowledge  that  any  have 
been  committed  on  English,  French,  or  Spanish  subjects. 

Speaking  of  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  M.  Billault  censures  them  bit- 
terly, reproves,  in  rude  terms,  the  English  and  Spanish  commissioners,  and 
qualifies  as  unworthy  the  document  which  bears  their  signatures.  I  repel  his 
harsh  qualifications,  and  I  repeat  what  honorable  men  of  all  nations  have  already 
said :  Imperial  ministers !  the  disgrace  is  not  in  having  signed  these  prelimi* 
naries,  but  in  having  failed  to  fulfil  them. 

But  what  most  irritated  M.  Billault  was  that  the  allies  permitted  the  Mexican 
banner  to  be  raised  beside  those  of  their  own  nations  1  What  will  this  same 
Billault  now  say  on  seeing  that  General  Forey  has  not  only  caused  the  Mexican 
flag  to  be  hoisted,  but  has  saluted  it  with  his  French  cannons  and  made  the 
battalions  of  France  defile  before  it  ? 

Now  that  he  qualifies  as  disgraceful  a  treaty  which  bears  the  signatures  of  the 
representatives  of  England  and  Spain,  I  proceed  to  narrate  what  the  French 
did,  80  that  the  world  may  judge  on  which  side  the  iniquity  is.  It  being  arranged 
with  the  French  commissioners  that,  on  the  20th,  I  should  pass  with  my  troops 
by  Paso  Ancho,  and  that  on  the  21st  the  French  should  pass  by  Chiquihuite,  I 
was  told  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  that  the  French  were  advancing  on  Orizaba. 
I  did  not  believe  it,  because  there  are  some  things  which  are  not  to  be  believed 
unless  seen  and  touched,  but,  unfortunately,  this  was  a  fact.  So,  on  receiving 
notice  that  the  French  were  advancing  on  that  town —  But,  gentlemen,  I  do 
not  wish  to  proceed.  I  refrain  from  what  I  was  going  to  relate;  it  is  so  dis- 
graceful, so  humiliating  for  the  French  soldiers,  that  I  will  not  attempt  to  fix 
this  foul  blot  upon  them,  as  the  soldiers  are  not  in  fault,  acting,  as  they  always 
do,  under  orders. 

Therefore,  passing  over  this  terrible  episode,  I  will  inform  the  senate  that  at 
12  o'clock  of  that  same  night  I  received  a  communication  from  the  French  com- 
missioner, enclosing  another  from  General  Lorencez,  in  which  he  said  that  for 
the  future  no  one  had  more  right  to  command  there  than  he,  and  that  he  was 
going  to  succor  the  French  hospital  in  Orizaba.  At  dawn  on  the  20th  I  set 
out  from  that  point  with  the  last  division,  and  at  the  distance  of  half  a  league 
I  met  the  French  division  marching  in  line  of  battle.  When  the  generals  saw 
me  their  trumpets  sounded  halt,  and  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere  approached 
me  and  said:  "Well,  generJal!"  "Well,  admiral!"  replied  I;  and  thus  we  re- 
mained for  the  space  of  some  minutes.  "  What  has  passed  in  our  hospital  at 
Orizaba?"  finally  inquired  General  Lorencez  of  me;  to  which  I  replied  in  a 
loud  tone,  which  could  be  heard  by  the  whole  division :  "  Nothing ;  our  sick 
remain  there  in  the  same  security  with  which  they  would  in  a  Parisian  hospifcil." 
And,  making  a  military  salute,  I  continued  my  route. 

Now,  then,  as  we  know  what  events  have  transpired,  it  might  be  asked 
whether  the  troops  of  Spain  could  have  reached  Mexico.  Let  not  the  honorable 
senators  be  troubled ;  though  the  men  who  entertained  such  thoughts  even  com- 
posed the  government,  our  soldiers  could  not  have  reached  there,  because  they 
could  not  have  done  so  without  oppressing  the  Mexican  nation ;  and  this  no 
government  will  wish,  and  much  less  as  the  French  soldiers  are  now  there.  The 
Spanish  government  can  at  the  proper  time  send  a  representative  to  Mexico, 
and  then  the  government  of  that  republic  will  give  all  the  satisfaction  and  repa- 
ration that  can  be  given. 
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I  return  to  the  speech  of  M.  Billault.  The  French  minister  thought  the  mo- 
nt  had  arrived  for  annihilating  me,  and  he  did  it  with  had  arms.  *'  What 
ppened,"  he  inquired,  "since  the  20th,  when  General  Prim  wrote  in  a  warlike 
le,  to  the  23d,  when  he  said  that  he  had  made  his  preparations  to  retire?" 
id  his  excellency  subjoins:  "A  conference  was  held  with  two  Mexican  min- 
ers, one  of  them,  Senor  Gonzalez  Echevarria,  uncle,  as  I  believe,  of  the  Count 
Reus."  Here  it  is  seen,  gentlemen,  that  M.  Billault  makes  an  attack  on  my 
Qor ;  his  idea  sprung  up  at  the  moment  in  the  assembly,  which  was  received 
th  exclamations  and  laughter,  and  thence  it  passed  to  the  press,  and  was  believed 
many  persons.  I,  for  my  part,  since  reading  the  speech  of  the  imperial 
uister,  have  been  seeking  a  form  of  reply  corresponding  to  his  attack,  and  I 
ve  found  none.  If  I  reply  to  it  with  a  sarcasm,  I  should  be  guilty  of  an  im- 
ypriety  unbecoming  to  tnis  house,  and  I  would  lower  myself;  [good,  good!] 
a  if  I  fail  to  reply,  it  will  be  thought  that  his  excellency's  shaft  was  truly 
Qed.  In  such  cases  as  this  there  are  but  two  remedies :  the  one  violent,  ter- 
le,  deadly;  the  other,  to  confine  one's  self  to  silence.  Gentlemen,  senators, 
•ough  respect  for  this  chamber,  I  confine  myself  to  silence.  [Applause.] 
The  vice-president  (Duke  of  Veragua.)     **  Order !" 

The  Count  of  Reus  proceeded.  I  pass  on  now  to  relate  what  passed  in  those 
^ee  days,  and  to  show  that  a  few  minutes  sufficed  to  me  to  adopt  the  resolution 
th  which  the  senate  is  already  acquainted.  In  effect,  I  had  need  of  no  more 
le  than  that  required  for  reading  another  letter  from  Admiral  la  Graviore, 
ted  the  22d,  at  11  o'clock  at  night,  as  this  letter  was  the  drop  of  water  which 
ide  the  vase,  already  full  to  the  brim,  overflow.  Why  did  not  the  imperial 
Ulster  read  it,  inasmuch  as  he  had  it  in  his  power?  I  am  going  to  do  so  now; 
t  I  will  mention  before  it  what  did  take  place  from  the  20th  to  the  23d.  It 
18  a  conference  of  the  Mexican  ministers  Teran  and  Gonzalez  Echevarria,  not 
th  me  alone,  as  M.  Billault  wished  to  have  it  understood,  but  in  presence 
ewise  of  the  English  ministers. 

I  was  writing  my  letter  on  the  23d,  in  reply  to  the  previous  one  of  the  admi- 
,  when  I  received  his,  dated  the  2 2d,  at  11  o'clock  at  night,  in  which  he  ad- 
jssed  me  as  follows  :  "  My  dear  general :  I  have  caused  it  to  be  made  known 
night  to  the  military  and  civil  governor  of  Tehuacan  that  General  Almonte, 
jorted  by  a  battalion  oi chasseurs  d  piedst  will  be  here  on  the  Slst  of  March; 
d  that,  as  my  duty  did  not  permit  me  to  avail  myself  any  further  of  the 
reements  of  La  Soledad,  I  will  place  myself  on  the  march  on  the  1st  of  April 
lead  back  my  troops  to  the  other  side  of  Chiquihuite.  I  have  invited  him  to 
ing  this  decision  officially  to  the  knowledge  of  his  government.  Adieu,  my 
ar  general,"  &c.,  &c. 

When  I  saw  that  the  admiral  had  made  up  his  mind,  I  understood  that  we 
ire  no  longer  of  any  use  there,  and  continuing  the  letter  that  I  was  then  wri- 
g,  I  said  to  him  what  the  senate  is  about  to  hear: 

"  I  had  written  the  foregoing  when  I  received  your  last  communication,  in 
lich  you  inform  me  that  you  have  communicated  to  the  Mexican  authorities 
Tehuacan  your  determination  to  leave  that  place  on  the  1st  of  April  to  go  to 
so  Ancho,  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  agreement  entered  into  at  La 
ledad,  which  proves  also  that  according  to  your  instructions  you  break  up 
3  conference.  But  as  neither  the  British  minister  nor  myself  can  be  set  aside, 
cept  by  an  official  act,  I  send  you  the  enclosed  letter,  begging  you  to  join  us 
re  as  soon  as  possible,  with  a  view  to  record  the  rupture  in  our  last  proccM 

"  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  to  whom  I  have  read  this  letter,  requests  me  to  tell  you 
it  he  entirely  agrees  with  me. 

"  Your  letters  for  General  Lorencez,  Colonel  Valasez,  and  Count  of  Saligny, 
ve  been  sent  by  express,  are  on  then*  way,  and  will  be  received  this  afternoon. 
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*'  From  this  moment  I  be^n  to  make  preparations  to  embark  my  troops  as 
soon  as  oar  last  meeting  has  been  held." 

Now,  is  there  any  room  to  doubt  why  I  was  making  my  preparations  to  leave! 
Notwithstatndin^  this  I  went  to  Tehuacan.  I  made  several  remarks  to  Admiral 
Jarien,  and  made  to  him  important  concessions;  but  all  was  of  no  avail.  The 
admiral  was  not  disposed  to  hear  reasons. 

M.  Billault  has  tried  to  attack  me  because  of  my  conduct  towards  Grenerala 
Miramon  and  Almonte.  He  thinks  that  my  conduct  was  inconsistent,  as  if  both 
cases  were  similar.  Miramon  desired  to  get  into  Mexico  on  his  own  account  and 
risk,  while  Almonte  went  in  escorted  by  French  soldiers,  with  a  view  to  sow 
discord  and  rebellion  against  a  government  with  whom  the  allies  were  negotiating. 

M.  Billault  has  likewise  been  inaccurate  when  he  said  that  the  government  of 
the  republic  endeavored  to  seize  Almonte  when  he  was  under  the  protection  of 
the  allied  flags.  His  lordship  has  not  seen  that  in  writing  anywhere  neither 
could  anybody  have  related  such  a  story  to  him :  then  why  did  he  say  so  1 
Simply  because  he  wishes  to  do  so,  and  for  no  other  reason,  The  only  thing 
which  did  happen  was  that  the  Mexican  authorities  in  Cordova,  in  compliance 
with  general  orders,  demanded  the  person  of  General  Almonte  from  the  officer 
commanding  the  French  battalion  which  escorted  him,  and  to  whom  I  immedi- 
ately announced  that  if  he  were  attacked  I  would  go  to  his  rescue. 

But  M.  Billault  repeats,  frantically,  that  the  use  of  arms  was  indispensable 
to  overthrow  the  Juarez  government,  "because,"  he  adds,  "we  wish  to  obtain 
all  the  satisiaction  which  is  due  to  us."  M.  Billault  gives  very  bad  advice  to 
his  sovereign :  his  suggestion  is  impolitic  and  inhuman,  and  indeed,  could  I  have 
been  near  his  imperial  Majesty,  and  had  he  authorized  mc  to  address  him,  I 
would  have  said,  when  it  was  yet  time,  "  Sire,  your  ministers  and  generals  in 
Mexico  have  compromitted  the  honor  of  your  flag  in  an  unjust  war,  and  for  that 
reason  they  were  defeated  at  Puebla.  But  that  battle  cannot  lessen  the  fame 
due  to  the  soldiers  of  Magenta  and  Solfcrino,  soldiers  that  do  not  need  to  boast 
of  their  courage  against  a  people  ruined  by  forty  years  of  civil  war.  Look  to 
your  foreign  policy,  which  is  endangered  in  Mexico.  The  Eastern,  Syrian,  and 
Italian  wars  were  just  and  civilizing.  In  the  east  you  were  generous,  in  Syria 
a  Christian,  in  Italy  liberal,  and  hence  your  legions  conquered.  Stop  them  now, 
sire,  at  Mexico,  for  there  you  would  be  neither  Christian  nor  liberal ;  you  would 
be  there  an  oppressor."  But  Caesar  could  not  hear  me,  and  his  legions  marched 
to  oppress  the  Mexican  people.  May  God  save  Mexico  and  the  French  from 
the  dangers  which  threaten  them. 

I  am  about  to  conclude,  gentlemen.  From  all  that  I  have  said,  it  results 
that  England,  France,  and  Spain  went  to  Mexico,  in  the  first  place,  to  demand 
a  settlement  of  debts  long  since  due,  reparation  for  injuries  inferred,  and  security 
for  the  future ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  to  inaugurate  a  generous  policy,  con- 
tributing with  their  counsels  to  the  termination  of  the  civil  war.  For  this  pur- 
pose, and  for  none  other,  did  the  allies  go  thither.  The  grievances  suffered 
there  by  the  subjects  of  the  three  powers  cannot  be  imputed  to  any  particular 
party.  All  those  who  take  part  in  the  contests  of  that  country,  Almonte  as  well 
as  Juarez,  Miramon  as  well  as  Zuloaga,  are  all  responsible,  morally,  for  the  in- 
juries committed  upon  Europeans.  For  this  reason  the  three  powers  have  no 
interest  whatever  in  that  the  reds  or  the  whites  shall  prevail,  and  for  this  same 
reason  they  instructed  their  commissioners  to  treat  with  the  government  they 
should  find  in  authority.  Having  so  found  Juarez  to  be,  they  addressed  their 
demands  to  him,  and  Juarez  replied,  admitting  the  wrongs,  and  promising  both 
satisfaction  and  security ;  and  as  it  was,  in  the  first  place,  that  for  which  the 
allies  had  come,  they  left  the  rest  to  time. 

But  a  day  comes  on  which  the  representatives  of  one  of  the  three  powers 
break  through  their  obligations,  and  they  set  France  adrift  in  search  of  adven- 
tures.    The  representatives  of  England  and  Spain  use  their  best  efforts  to  put 
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a  Btop  to  this  dissidence,  but  nothing  can  stay  the  determination  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  thp  Eniperor  of  the  French.  What  then  were  we  to  do?  The 
representatives  of  England  and  Spain  withdraw ;  it  being  my  lot  to  carry  out 
an  independent  policy,  not,  however,  without  being  compelled  to  sacrifice  thereby 
my  dreams  of  military  glory,  as  well  as  my  sympathies  for  the  noble  French 
nation  and  her  brave  soldiers.  In  so  doing  I  have  but  complied  with  my  duty, 
and  I  believe  that  any  other  general  in  my  position  would  have  done  precisely 
the  same  thing ;  all  of  us  being  desirous,  as  we  all  are,  of  preserving  intact  the 
independence  of  our  country.  I  conclude  by  making  a  fervent  appeal  to  the 
statesmen  of  my  country,  entreating  them  not  to  make  a  party  question  of  our 
relations  with  the  Hispano- American  republics.  These  people  separated,  and 
fortunately  at  an  early  age,  from  the  mother  country,  and  the  latter  having  at- 
tempted to  coerce  them  into  obedience,  they  defended  themselves  with  a  bravery 
inherited  from  ourselves,  causing  the  flow  of  much  blood,  until  the  mother 
country,  filled  with  sorrow  at  the  contest,  acknowledged  their  independence. 

Our  relations  with  them  have  been  since  that  period  both  reserved  and  dis- 
tant ;  may  they  hereafter  be  those  becoming  two  sister  states,  through  whose 
veins  the  same  blood  flows,  who  profess  the  same  religion,  and  who  speak  the 
same  language.  What  we  shoula  do  in  order  that  our  reconciliation  with  them 
may  be  lasting,  is  not  to  forget  the  evils  through  which  we  ourselves  have 
passed  until  Spain  became  a  constituted  nation,  and  we  shall  thus  treat  with 
indulgence  the  people  which  is  now  passuig  through  the  same  evils.  Such 
should  be  our  policy  there,  and  we  should  likewise  endeavor  to  send  diplomats 
to  represent  the  Queen  of  Spain  in  Mexico,  who,  like  all  of  us,  are  men  of 
liberal  principles. 

Illustrious  senators !  Mv  conduct  in  Mexico,  and  the  speech  I  have  just  de- 
livered, were  both  inspired  by  the  most  exalted  patriotism.  If  I  have  acted 
properly,  may  God  reward  me ;  and  if  not,  may  he  hold  me  to  an  account 
therefor. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  30,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  very  in- 
teresting communications,  dated,  respectively,  June  28tli,  July  Slst,  August 
26th  and  31st,  October  2d,  20th,  and  31st,  November  25th,  December  16th, 
1862,  and  those  of  the  28th  and  29th  January,  1863,  relating  to  the  present 
condition  of  affairs  in  Mexico. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  attention  im  keeping  me  fully  informed,  by  your 
notes,  of  the  progress  of  events  in  your  country.  They  enable  this  government, 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  despatches  of  our  minister  in  Mexico,  to  appreciate 
the  importance  of  the  political  movements  in  that  quarter. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Matias  Romero^  4^.,  ifc.,  Sfc,, 

Washington,  D,  C, 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Wathingtont  September  13,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  commoni 
cation  which,  under  date  of  the  8th  of  August  last  past,  the  governor  of  the 
State  of  Campeachy  has  addressed  to  me  in  reference  to  the  case  of  the  Mexican 
schooner  Oriente,  which  was  seized  at  New  Orleans,  with  her  cargo,  upon 
presumption  of  having  attempted  to  violate  the  hlockade  of  that  port. 

The  Mexican  consul  at  New  Orleans  opportunely  communicated  to  me  the  seii- 
ure  of  the  said  schooner.  I  was,  however,  unwilling  to  do  anything  in  her  behalf, 
trusting  that  the  integrity  of  the  tribunals  of  the  United  States  would  not  per- 
mit the  infliction  of  losses  upon  the  owners  of  the  vessel  which  they  in  justice 
should  not  suffer. 

The  affair  presents  itself  now  under  a  new  aspect,  which,  I  do  not  doubt,  the 
federal  tribunals  will  know  how  to  appreciate. 

When  the  schooner  Oriente  sailed  from  Campeachy  they  had  notice  at  that 
port  that  that  of  New  Orleans  had  been  opened  to  foreign  commerce  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  which  is  fully  proven  by  the  notice  in  the  No. 
312  of  the  paper  "El  Espiritu  Publico,"  of  Campeachy,  of  the  20th  of  May 
last,  to  which  the  governor  of  that  State  refers  in  his  communication  already 
mentioned,  and  which  original  paper  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  to 
your  department.  If,  therefore,  from  the  clearance  of  the  vessel  it  appears  that, 
as  the  governor  of  Campeachy  asserts,  the  vessel  sailed  on  the  same  day,  the  20t]i 
of  May,  or  on  the  following,  early  in  the  morning,  it  is  unquestionable  that 
upon  entering  New  Orleans  it  could  not  have  had  the  intention  of  violating  the 
blockade  to  which  that  port  had  been  previously  subject. 

Deeming  this  proof  most  conclusive,  I  beg  you,  sir,  to  cause  this  note,  with 
the  papers  annexed  thereto,  to  be  laid  before  the  tribunal  which  is  to  try  the 
case  of  the  schooner  Oriente,  in  order  that  it  may  take  it  into  consideration 
when  about  to  pass  sentence  upon  this  affair. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  ifc.t  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


No.  1. 
[Translation.] 

Government  op  the  State  op  Campeachy. 
Citizen  Minister  :  Information  has  reached  this  government  that  the  national 
schooner  Oriente  has  been  seized  in  New  Orleans,  with  its  cargo,  by  the 
federal  authority,  from  a  presumption  of  having  attempted  to  violate  the 
blockade.  As  the  fact  upon  which  this  proceeding  has  been  founded  is  incorrect, 
and  through  it  a  serious  ii\jnry  is  done  to  a  worthy  merchant  of  this  city,  1 
hasten  to  inform  you  of  the  truth  of  the  case,  that,  in  view  of  the  justice  which 
you  have  on  your  side,  you  mav  be  enabled  to  interpose  your  influence  in  order 
to  set  aside  the  rigor  wiUi  which  the  vessel  has  been  treated,  which  forms  a  part 
of  the  very  poor  and  decaying  marine  of  this  port.  The  schooner  Oriente  was 
cleared  for  Nautla»  a  port  of  mis  republic,  by  the  maritime  custom-house  of  this 
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port,  on  the  20tli  of  May  l^t.  She  sailed  on  the  night  of  the  same  day,  or  on 
the  following  day,  for  the  coast  to  take  in  her  cargo  of  salt,  and,  owing  to  had 
weather,  she  was  compelled  to  go  to  New  Orleans,  where  she  arrived  ailer  the 
port  had  heen  opened  to  commerce.  This,  as  has  heen  assured  to  this  govern- 
ment, is  well  proven.  But  the  authority  which  has  ordered  the  confiscation 
pretends  that  the  arrival  is  presupposed  to  violate  the  hlockade,  and  for  this  it 
must  also  presuppose  that  the  captain  of  the  vessel  had  no  notice  that'  New 
Orleans  had  heen  occupied  hy  the  federals,  and  that  the  port  was  already  opened 
to  commerce.  This  can  very  easily  be  made  to  disappear  through  the  annexed 
periodical,  which  was  published  previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  vessel  from  this 
port.  ITiis  once  proven,  merely  by  presenting  the  printed  paper,  this  govern- 
ment believes  that  it  will  no  longer  be  possible  to  attribute  to  the  captain  of  the 
Oriente  the  intention  of  violating  the  blockade.  I  beg  you  most  earnestly  to  be 
pleased  to  take  this  statement  into  consideration,  and  to  interpose  your  good 
offices  in  behalf  of  justice,  and  to  excuse  the  irregularity  there  is  in  the  act  of 
communicating  officially  to  you  this  information,  in  consideration  of  the  want  of 
communication  which  prevents  this  government  from  addressing  itself  to  the 
general  government  of  the  republic,  and  to  the  desire  that  the  interests  involved 
may  not  suffer  from  ftirther  delays. 

I  have  the  honor,  citizen  minister,  to  offer  to  you  on  this  occasion  the  assur- 
ances of  my  consideration  and  respect.     Liberty  and  refonu, 

Campbchis,  August  8,  1862. 

P.  GARCIA. 

JUAN  CARBO,  Secretary. 

The  Citizen  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Government  of  the   United  Mexican  States  in  Washington, 

Washington,  September  13,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


No.  2. 

[From  «*  El  Eepiritu  Publico,"  of  May  20,  1862.] 

Occupation  of  New  Orleans, 

The  newspapers  of  Havana  bring  the  very  pleasing  news  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  having  been  occupied  by  the  troops  of  the  government  of  the  North 
American  Union,  and  they  add,  moreover,  that  the  foreign  ministers  had  left  the 
city  of  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  interposing  their  good  offices  at  Richmond 
in  order  to  see  if  they  could  bring  about  the  termination  of  the  war  by  a  pacific 
ligreement.  It  was  expected  that  the  diplomatic  body  would  succeed  in  their  in- 
teresting design. 

The  city  of  New  Orleans  was  opened  immediately  to  foreign  commerce.  Since 
the  30th  ultimo  the  federal  authorities  have  been  re-established. 

It  is  announced  that  on  the  4th  of  this  month  Mobile  was  occupied  without 
any  resistance,  and  on  the  5th,  Pensacola.     So  that,  in  the  course  of  the  present 
month,  the  American  ports  on  the  Gulf  will  be  authoritatively  opened  to  com- 
merce after  being  incorporated  into  the  Union. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 33 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commonication  of 
the  13th  instant,  with  its  accompaniments,  in  reference  to  the  oi^tnre  of  the 
Mexican  schooner  Oriente  at  New  Orleans,  upon  the  presumption  of  haying  at- 
tempted to  violate  the  blockade  at  that  port. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  copies  of  your  note,  and  its  enclosures,  hare 
been  transmitted  to  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States  at  New  Yoik, 
where  the  Oriente  now  lies,  with  the  request  from  this  department  that  these 
additional  evidences  shall  be  ti^Len  into  due  consideration  when  the  case  comes 
up  for  £nal  adjudication. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  to  you,  sir,  renewed  assurances  of 
my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Sefior  M  ATI  AS  Bom  bro,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfv. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TianBlatioii  ] 


Mexican  Legation  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  Novemher  20»  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  Messieurs  M.  Echeverria  &  Company,  of  New  York,  at- 
torneys of  the  Mexican  citizen  Don  Eduardo  Berron,  residing  in  Gampeche,  and 
owner  of  the  Mexican  brig  Oriente,  which  was  seized  in  the  Mississippi  river  in 
June  last,  have  addressed  me  the  memorial  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  to  your  department,  in  which  they  ask  the  restitution  of  the  vessd 
and  of  her  cargo,  and  the  indemnification  of  the  damages  which  they  have  suf- 
fered on  account  of  her  detention,  and  which  they  estimate  at  $20,500. 

According  to  the  information  which  I  have,  the  Oriente  was  seized  in  the  Missis- 
sippi— first,  because  the  federal  authorities  at  New  Orleans  believed  that  her 
papers  were  not  in  due  form.  Subsequently  she  was  accused  of  having  at- 
tempted to  violate  the  revenue  laws,  ana  she  was  sent  to  New  York,  at  which 
port  she  arrived  since  August  last,  and  up  to  this  day  no  action  has  been  brought 
against  her.  If  the  competent  court  had  tried  and  condemned  her  I  would 
have  nothing  to  say ;  but  as  this  is  not  the  case,  I  consider  the  capture  of  the 
vessel  and  ner  protracted  detention  unlawftil,  with  injury  to  her  and  to  her 
cargo.  I  believe  it,  for  the  same  reason,  just  that  she  sboidd  be  returned  to  the 
interested  parties,  and  that  the  indemnity  should  be  awarded  to  them  which  may 
be  justly  due  them.  Messieurs  Echeverria  &  Company  have  told  me  that  they 
can  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  that  the 
sum  which  they  claim  is  the  exact  amount  to  which  the  damages  whidi  the 
owner  of  the  vessel  has  suffered. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  very 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMEBO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  dc,  ifc.,dc. 


\ 
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No.l. 

Jh  his  excellency  the  Minister  of  Mexico  at  Washington : 

The  memorial  of  Eduardo  Berron  respectftilly  represents  :  That  your  me- 
morialist is  a  merchant,  residing  at  Campeche,  and  is  a  citizen  of  Mexico ;  that 
lie  is  the  owner  of  the  schooner  Oriente,  a  Mexican  vessel ;  that  she  was  des- 
patched by  Josd  Ferrer  from  Campeche  in  the  month  of  May,  1862,  to  Gelestom, 
for  salt,  to  be  delivered  at  Nautla ;  that  the  captain,  officers,  and  crew  were  cit- 
izens of  Mexico ;  that  the  vessel  was  cleared  at  the  custom-house  at  Gampechn 
and  had  on  board  her  register,  crew  list,  and  other  documents  in  due  form ;  that 
the  vessel  arrived  at  Celestom,  took  in  a  cargo  of  salt,  and  sailed  for  Nautla ; 
that  while  proceeding  on  her  voyage  to  Nautla  she  met  with  severe  weather  in 
the  Gulf,  and  a  heavy  gale  from  the  south,  causing  the  vessel  to  spring  a  leak, 
and  sustain  other  damage ;  that  the  captain  deemed  it  necessary  to  put  into  the 
nearest  port  for  repairs,  and  went  to  Belize,  Louisiana,  where,  finding  the  re- 
pairs could  not  be  made,  he  decided  to  go  to  New  Orleans ;  that  while  on  his 
way  there  he  was  boarded  by  revenue  officers,  who  demanded  his  papers,  and 
explanations  of  his  coming ;  that  the  captain  handed  his  papers  to  them,  and 
showed  them  the  state  of  the  vessel ;  that  he  was  ordered  to  come  to  anchor, 
which  he  did,  and  the  officers  proceeded  to  the  city  with  the  papers ;  that  after 
remaining  at  anchor  some  four  days  a  revenue  steamer  came  and  took  the  vessel, 
captain,  other  officers,  and  crew  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans ;  that  the  captain 
there  received  the  register  of  the  vessel  and  her  crew  list,  and  was  ordered  to 
leave  the  vessel,  with  his  officers  and  crew,  and  go  on  shore,  which  order  was 
obeyed ;  that  the  cantain  deposited  the  papers  so  returned  to  him  with  the  consul 
of  Mexico  at  New  Orleans,  and  proceeded  to  New  York,  with  his  first  mate,  to 
which  city  he  was  informed  the  vessel  had  been  sent. 

And  your  memorialist  further  represents  that  the  captain  was  refused  all  in- 
formation as  to  the  cause  of  the  seizure  of  the  vessel ;  that  on  his  arrival  in 
New  York  he  found  the  vessel  there,  and  on  inquiry  at  the  office  of  the  prize 
commissioners  was  informed  that  the  vessel  had  not  been  reported  to  them,  and 
on  referring  to  the  collector  of  that  port  was  referred  to  the  United  States  dis- 
trict attorney,  and  on  application  to  him  was  told  that  the  case  of  the  vessel  was 
under  consideration ;  that  other  applications  to  that  officer  for  the  release  of  the 
vessel  and  cargo  were  unavailing ;  that  no  proceedings  to  condemn  or  forfeit 
said  vessel  or  cargo  have  been  taken,  and  they  are  still  believed  to  be  in  the 
port  of  New  York. 

And  your  memorialist  further  respectfully  represents  that  he  is  ignorant  of 
the  reason  of  the  arrest  of  said  vessel  and  cargo,  and  is  not  conscious  of  any 
cause  therefor ;  that  he  greatly  fears  that  the  vessel,  for  want  of  care  and  at- 
tention, has  suffered  much  in  value,  and  her  cargo  likewise ;  that  he  has  been 
deprived  of  large  gains  which  he  would  have  made  had  not  said  vessel  been 
seized  as  herein  mentioned ;  that  your  memorialist  begs  leave  to  submit  to  your 
excellency  a  statement  of  his  losses  and  damages. 

Your  memorialist  humbly  prays  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  place 
the  foregoing  facts  before  the  government  of  the  United  States,  that  such  action 
may  be  taken  in  respect  thereto  as  will  restore  said  vessel  and  cargo  to  your 
memorialist,  with  his  damages. 

And,  as  in  duty  bound,  your  memorialist  will  ever  pray. 

Dated  Washington,  November  19,  1862. 

By  EDUARDO  BERRON, 
M.  ECHEVERRIA  &  CO., 

Of  New  York. 


516  PRESENT  CONDITION  OP  MEXICO. 

No.  2. 
Statement  referred  to  in  the  annexed  memorial. 

The  Bchooner  Oriente  was  seized  June  18,  1862. 
Loss  of  her  services,  say,  from  that  time  to 'December  18,  1862, 

six  months,  at  $2,000  per  month $12,  000  00 

Damage  to  yessel  to  pnt  her  in  the  same  condition  as  when 

seized 2,  500  00 

Charges  in  New  Orleans ' 1,  000  00 

Damage  and  deterioration  of  cargo 3,  000  00 

Wages  of  captain  and  mate,  board,  &c.,  and  passage  to  New 

York 1,  000  00 

Expenses  of  sending  home  crew  via  Laguna,  there   being  no 

direct  opportunity 500  00 

Legal  expenses  in  New  Orleans  and  New  York 500  00 

Total -. 20,  500  00 

By  EDUARDO  BERRON, 
M.  ECHEVERRIA  &  CO., 

Of  New  York, 
Washington,  November  19, 1862. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 


Department  of  State, 

Washingtont  November  28,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
'  the  20th  instant,  with  accompanying  memorial  of  Messrs.  Echeverria  &  Co.,  of 
Nork,  agents  and  attorneys  of  Mr.  Berron,  of  Campeche,  the  owner  of  the  Mex- 
ican brig  Oriente,  which  was  seized  by  the  federal  authorities  at  New  Orleans 
in  June  last,  and  subsequently  sent  to  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  being  tried 
there. 

Copies  of  these  papers  have  this  day  been  transmitted  to  the  district  attorney  of 
the  United  States  at  New  York,  to  be  taken  into  consideration  by  him  when  the 
case  of  the  Oriente  is  reached,  with  the  request  that  it  be  acted  upon  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  and  to  report  the  result  to  this  department. 

If  the  vessel  should  be  discharged  without  a  certificate  or  decision  of  the 
court  that  there  was  probable  cause  for  the  seizure,  the  claim  for  indemnitj 
made  by  Messrs.  Echeverria  &  Co.  will  then  be  taken  into  candid  consideration. 
I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Matias  Romero,  dc,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Smith. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington f  November  28, 1862. 

Si R  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  translation  of  a  note  addressed  to  this 
department  on  the  20th  instant,  by  Mr.  Romero,  chargd  d'affaires  of  Mexico  to 
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the  United  States,  in  reference  to  the  Mexican  brig  Oriente,  seized  at  New  Or- 
leans in  June  last,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  the  attorneys  of  Mr. 
Berron,  the  owner  of  the  said  brig,  both  of  which  I  submit  to  your  careful  con- 
sideration. 

It  is  desirable  that  this  case  should  be  acted  upon  at  as  early  a  day  as  prac- 
ticable, and  when  the  subject  shall  have  been  disposed  of  I  will  thank  you  to 
communicate  the  result  to  this  department. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
E.  Delafield  Smith,  Esq., 

Z7.  S.  District  Attorney^  Southern  District  of  New  York,  New  York. 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Office  of  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States 

FOR  THE  Southern  District  of  New  York, 

New  York,  November  29, 1862, 
Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  and  of  its  enclosures, 
relating  to  the  Mexican  brig  Oriente. 

After  an  elaborate  examination  I  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that,  whatever 
might  be  the  moral  aspect,  of  thisc  ase,  the  vessel  could  not  be  condemned  upon 
any  testimony  within  my  reach  or  knowledge.  The  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, however,  under  the  representations  of  the  acting  collector  at  New  Orleans, 
has  been  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  brig  should  be  prosecuted,  and  has  re- 
cently written  to  me  to  this  effect.  The  Solicitor  is  now  here,  and  I  shall  call  his 
personal  attention  to  the  case,  and  shall,  in  any  event,  undoubtedly  secure  in 
some  form  its  early  and  final  disposition. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  DELAljlELD  SMITH, 

United  States  District  Attorney. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  2,  1862. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  note  to  you  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  E.  Delafield  Smith,  the  attorney 
of   the  United  States  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  the 
Mexican  bri^  Oriente. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Matias  Romero,  Sfc..  Sfc.,  ^c. 


518  PRESENT   CONDITION   OF    MEXICO. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[TnuiBlatiioD] 

Mexican  Legation  in  ^he  United  States  of  America, 

Washingtony  December  25,  1862. 

Mb.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  tranemit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  Messrs.  M.  Echeverria  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  the  attorneys  of  the  Mexican 
citizen  Don  Edoardo  Berron,  a  resident  of  Gampeche,  and  owner  of  the  Mexican 
hrig  Oriente,  have  addressed  to  me  under  date  of  yesterday,  requesting  that  the 
covemment  of  the  United  States  may  interpose  in  the  case  of  the  said  brig,  there 
bein^  no  hope  that  it  may  otherwise  be  settled. 

The  Oriente  was  captured  in  the  Mississippi  river  in  the  month  of  June  of 
the  present  year,  and  six  months  have  already  elapsed  since  her  capture,  without 
her  having  been  brought  to  trial,  both  the  vessel  and  her  cago  in  the  meantime 
being  subjected  to  great  damages.  No  federal  authority  seems  to  consider  itself 
authorized  to  determine  in  that  case.  General  Butler  replied  to  the  Mexican 
consul  in  New  Orleans,  who  asked  that  the  vessel  might  be  set  at  liberty,  that 
he  had  referred  the  matter  to  the  Hon.  Reverdy  Johnson,  who  was  then  in  New 
.  Orleans  aa  the  commissioner  of  the  United  States.  The  Hon.  Eeverdy  Johnson 
stated  in  his  turn  that  he  had  no  authority  to  decide  the  case,  and  the  collector 
of  the  custom-house  of  New  Orleans  determined  to  send  the  vessel  to  New  York 
to  be  tried  there.  When  the  vessel  arrived  at  the  last-mentioned  port  the  same 
difficulties  again  presented  themselves  with  reference  to  the  manner  in  which 
she  was  to  be  disposed  of.  The  collector  of  the  custom-house  said  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do  witn  her.  The  district  attorney,  in  his  communication  to  your 
department  of  the  29th  of  November  last  past,  of  which  you  were  pleased  to 
transmit  me  a  copy  with  your  note  of  the  2d  instant,  manifested  that,  *'  after  a 
careful  examination,  he  had  arrived  at  the  conviction  that,  whatever  might  be 
the  moral  aspect  of  the  case,  with  the  evidence  which  existed  in  his  power  or 
within  his  knowledge  it  was  not  possible  to  condemn  the  vessel."  Notwith- 
standing that  he  found  no  foundation  to  bring  suit  against  the  vessel,  he  did 
not  determine  to  ask  her  release,  because,  as  he  said  in  his  said  communication, 
**  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  was  of  opinion  that  the  brig  should  be  prose- 
cuted." 

You  had  the  goodness  to  inform  me,  in  your  note  of  the  28th  of  November, 
referred  to,  that  your  department  had  requested  the  district  attorney  of  the 
United  States  in  New  York  "  to  proceed  in  the  case  of  the  Oriente  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible."  Notwithstanding  this  recommendation,  another  month  has 
already  elapsed  without  a  single  step  having  been  made,  and  probably  several 
more  will  transpire  if  the  government  of  me  United  States  does  not  inteipose 
its  action,  as  solicited  by  the  interested  parties,  in  order  that  this  matter  may 
be  settled  agreeably  to  tne  laws,  in  which  delay  occasions  large  losses. 

The  extraordinary  state  of  this  case,  I  think,  authorizes  me  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  it,  requesting  you  to  be  pleased  to  decide  that  which,  under  the  circum- 
stances, you  may  deem  proper  to  prevent  the  present  state  of  complete  suspen- 
sion of  all  proceedings  from  being  prolonged  to  an  indefinite  period  of  time. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Spc.,  Spc.,  Sfc. 


PRESENT  CONDITION   OP    MEXICO,  519 


New  York,  December  24,  1862. 

We  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  your  excellency,  and  beg  leave  to  tender 
our  thanks  therefor,  copies  of  the  despatches  of  his  excellency  Mt.  Sewai'd  of 
28th  November  and  of  2d  instant,  and  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Smith  of  29th  No- 
vember, in  reference  to  the  Mexican  brig  Oriente.  Several  applications 
have  since  been  made  to  Mr.  Smith,  either  for  the  release  of  the  vessel  or  to 
have  proceedings  taken  against  her,  but  thus  far  without  avail,  and  we  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  nothing  will  be  done  unless  directed  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  The  vessel  has  been  here  nearly  six  months,  and 
must  be  deteriorating  in  value,  whilst  her  owners  are  sustaining  loss  from  the 
want  of  her.  Trusting  your  excellency  will  pardon  us  for  again  troubling  you, 
may  we  ask  your  excellency  to  submit  these  facts  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States? 

We  are,  with  sentiments  of  high  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  ser- 
vants 

M.  ECHEVERRIA  &  CO. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  the  Republic  op  Mexico,  Washington. 

Washington,  Dedemhre  25  de  1862. 
£a  copia. 

ROMERO. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr,  Jordan. 


Bkpartment  op  State, 

Washington,  January  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  consideration  the  translation  of  a  note  from  Mr. 
Bomero,  charge  d'affisdres  of  Mexico,  addressed  to  this  department  on  the  25th 
December,  which  relates  to  the  Mexican  brig  Oriente,  captured  in  June  last 
off  the  Mississippi  river  for  an  alleged  attempted  violation  of  the  blockade  of  the 
port  of  New  Orleans,  and  subsequently  ordered  to  New  York  for  trial. 

I  would  suggest  that  if  it  be  the  intention  of  the  government  to  bring  this 
vessel  to  trial,  with  the  probability  of  its  successfuUy  establishing  her  delin- 
quency, it  be  done  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable;  for  if  it  be  not  speedily 
done,  there  may  rest  upon  this  government  the  responsibility  of  an  inckmnity 
to  her  owners,  daily  increasing,  in  proportion  to  the  delay  incurred  in  her  de-* 
tention. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Edward  Jordan,  Esq. 

Solicitor  of  the  Treaeurt/. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  15,  1863. 
Sir  :   I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  25th  ultimo,  referring  to  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Mexican  brig 
the  Oriente. 
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It  now  gires  me  pleasure  to  traDsmit  70a  copies  of  the  correspondence  which 
has  since  passed  on  the  subject  with  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasuiy  and  the  dis- 
trict attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern  dbtrict  of  ^ew  York,  and 
also  to  inform  you  that  the  latter  has  directed  the  release  of  the  Oriente. 

Trusting  this  disposition  of  the  case  will  be  acceptable  to  you,  I  avail  mysdf 
of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Matias  Eomebo,  ifc,  ifc.t  Sfc. 


Office  of  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States 

FOR  THE  Southern  District  of  New  York. 
New  York,  January  10,  1863. 
Sir  :   I  have  directed  the  release  of  the  Mexican  schooner   Oriente.    The 
subjoined  copies  of  letters  written  by  me  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  and 
his  chief  clerk  (the  former  of  whom  is  now  in  this  city)  relate  to  the  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  DELAl^IELD  SMITH, 

United  States  District  Attorney, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  2. 

Office  of  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States 
FOR  THE  Southern  District  of  New  York, 

New  York,  January  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  from  your 
office  dated  the  9th  instant,  with  its  enclosures,  in  relation  to  the  Mexican 
schooner  Oriente. 

The  result  of  my  further  examination  and  efforts  made  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  a  prosecution  in  this  case  demonstrates,  to  my  mind,  that  as  a  matter 
both  of  law  and  evidence — certainly  so  far  as  any  testimony  is  within  my  reach — 
we  cannot  successfully  proceed  against  this  vessel. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  letter  from  the  State 
Department,  a  copy  of  which  you  enclose  to  me,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend 
the  immediate  discharge  of  this  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  DELAFIELD  SMITH, 


Hon.  Edward  Jordan, 

Solicitor  of  the  Treasurer, 


United  States  District  Attorney, 


No.  3. 

Office  of  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York, 
New  York,  January  10,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  this  day  received  your  letter,  with  its  enclosures,  relative  to  the  Mex- 
can  schooner  Oriente,  and  I  immediately  addressed  to  the  Solicitor  an  answer, 
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of  which  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  to  you.  This  answer  I  personally  sub- 
mitted to  Mr.  Jordan.  That  officer,  having  listened  to  a  statement  of  the  situ- 
ation of  the  case,  concurred  with  mc  in  the  views  expressed  in  my  letter.  I 
have  therefore  directed  the  surrender  of  the  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  DELAFIELD  SMITH, 

United  States  District  Attorney. 
Benjamin  F.  Pleasants,  Esq., 

Chief  Clerk  Ofice  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TraDslation.] 


Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  January  20,  1863. 

The  undersigned,  chargd  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  has  the 
honor  to  address  himself  to  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  United  States  of  Americii,  to  inform  him  that  he  has  received  a  communica- 
tion, dated  the  17th  current,  from  the  Mexican  citizen  Camilo  Gamara,  who  is 
passing  through  New  York,  and  of  which  he  transmits  a  copy.  From  this  com- 
munication it  appears  that  the  custom-house  at  New  York  refuses  to  clear,  for 
the  port  of  Sisal,  a  cargo  of  powder,  lead,  and  flint-stones  intended  to  sustain 
the  war  which  the  government  of  Yucatan  is  waging  against  the  revolted  Indians 
of  that  peninsula. 

As  all  that  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  undersigned  is,  that  the  export- 
ation of  arms  to  Mexico  is  the  only  thing  which  the  government  of  the  UeyN|^ 
States  has  prohibited  up  to  this  time,  he  could  not  less  than  be  surprised  at 
seeing  that  the  prohibition  is  being  extended  to  the  other  articles  contraband  of 
war  which  Mexico  is  in  want  of,  even  though  she  does  not  intend  to  make  use 
of  them  in  the  war  the  republic  is  sustaining  against  the  Emperor  of  the  French. 

The  undersigned  woula  be  thankful  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State 
if  he  would  be  pleased  to  inform  him,  if  it  be  possible,  what  are  the  articles, 
besides  arms,  the  exportation  of  which  to  the  ports  of  Mexico  which  are  in  the 
possession  of  the  authorities  of  the  republic  this  government  has  prohibited. 
The  undersigned  would  also  be  pleased  to  know  if  the  honorable  the  Secretary 
of  State  would  have  the  goodness  to  inform  him  whether  this  government  pro- 
poses to  clear,  or  not,  the  cargo  to  which  the  said  letter  of  Mr.  C^mara  refers. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the  Hon. 
William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  the  assurances  of 
his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  d:c.,  Sfc.,  dbc. 


[Translation.] 

New  York,  January  17,  1863. 
Honored  Sir  :  I,  the  undersigned,  a  Mexican  citizen,  a  native,  and  a  mer- 
chant of  Yucatan,  at  the  present  time  sojourning  in  this  city  for  the  purpose  of 
commercial  pursuits,  as  is  customary,  most  respectfully  do  make  known  to  you 
that  I  have  Deen  much  surprised  that  the  custom-house  in  this  place  should^  not 
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permit  me  to  ship,  in  either  an  American  or  a  foreign  yessel,  a  small  quantity 
of  powder,  lead,  and  flint-stones,  which  my  consignees  in  this  city,  Messrs. 
Biera  &  Thdhaud,  merchants  thereof,  have  endeavored  to  ship  for  my  acconnt 
on  an  English  vessel,  and  destined  to  Sisal,  for  the  use  of  that  state.  Yon  can- 
not hut  know,  sir,  that  we  have  no  other  means  of  supplying  ourselves  wilii  these 
articles,  unless  it  he  from  the  United  btates,  whence  they  have  always  heen 
carried,  and  at  the  same  time  you  know  that  in  our  country  it  is  indispensahle 
to  us  to  have  powder  and  other  articles  of  war,  owing  most  especially  to  the 
desolating  war  now  heing  carried  on  against  us  hy  the  rebellious  Indians.  In- 
dependently of  these  considerations,  we  have  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that,  while  we  are  prevented  from  a  lawfrd  trade  in  these  articles  of  war,  it  is 
said  they  have  permitted  here  the  exportation  of  effects  for  the  French,  who  are 
actually  waging  war  against  our  republic. 

My  aforesaid  consignees,  having  written  upon  the  subject  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment at  Washington,  offering  to  give  a  security  imtil  we  shall  send  a  certificate 
from  Yucatan,  in  which  it  is  certified  that  these  articles  have  been  landed  in, 
and  are  for  the  use  of,  that  country,  and  to  the  said  letter,  of  which  I  enclose 
you  a  copy,  no  answer  has  as  yet  been  received.  A  disposition  so  arbitrary  and 
illegal,  preventing  the  shipment  of  certain  articles  to  Mexico,  not  only  does  in- 
jury to  the  different  states  of  the  republic,  by  depriving  them  of  the  revenues 
which  these  articles  would  produce  and  necessary  to  their  consumption,  but,  in 
a  very  direct  manner,  to  the  commerce  and  government  of  Yucatan,  which  re- 
quires them  to  oppose  the  rebellious  Indians.  I  do  not  see  what  lawful  objec- 
tion there  is  to  prevent  a  traffic  guaranteed  by  the  treaties  which  exist  between 
the  two  countries ;  and,  considering^  that  my  reasons  are  well  founded,  and  that 
your  co-operation  in  this  case  is  made  necessary,  I  take  the  liberty  to  request 
you  to  take  the  trouble  to  attend  to  this  my  petition  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  inasmuch  as  the  vessel  which  will  carry  my  invoice  is  now  being  loaded, 
by  applying  for  this  purpose  to  the  War  Department  to  obtain  the  permission 
for  shipping  these  effects  hence  for  Yucatan,  with  the  guarantee,  if  they  desire 
it,  of  the  respectable  signatures  of  Messrs.  Riera  &  Th^baud,  as  has  been  done 
in  other  similar  cases. 

The  interest  you  may  take  in  this  matter  as  our  worthy  representative  is  the 
only  means  of  favorably  settling  this  business  for  us,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  extend  your  protection  to  me. 

In  the  event  of  your  needing  my  address,  you  will  address  me  to  the  care  of 
Messrs.  Riera  &  Thdbaud,  and  meanwhile  I  have  the  honor  to  place  myself  at 
your  service. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

CAMILO  ClMARA. 

Se&or  Don  M.  Rombro, 

Minister  from  the  Mexican  RepubliCf  in  Washington,  v 

Washington,  January  20,  1863. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  21,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  yesterday,  expressing  surprise  at  the  refusal  of 
the  custom-house  authorities  to  clear  for  the  port  of  Sisal  a  cargo  of  powder, 
lead,  and  flint-stones,  and  desiring  to  be  informed  what  are  the  articles,  the  ex- 
portation of  which  has  been  prohibited  by  this  government,  I  have  the  honor  to 
'^ta.te  that,  on  the  20th  November  \a&l  8Ji  ^xe^utlye  order  firom  the  President  of 
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the  United  States  directed  *'  that  no  arms,  ammunition,  or  munitions  of  war  be 
cleared  or  allowed  to  be  exported  from  the  United  States  until  further  order." 

I  am  not  aware  that  this  order  has  been  relaxed  or  rescinded,  nor  do  I  per« 
ceive  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  remitting  it  imder  existing  drcumstances. 
I  avail,  &c., 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Matias  Romero,  S[c,,  Sfc,,  8fc- 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward* 

[TranslatioD.] 


Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States, 

Washington,  June  23,  1862. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  in- 
structions from  my  government  to  call  the  attention  of  that  of  the  United  States 
to  the  irregular  conduct  pursued  by  the  commanders  of  some  of  the  vessels-of- 
war  of  the  United  States,  chiefly  on  the  Pacific  coast,  making  requisitions 
directly  on  the  authorities  of  Mexican  States,  and  even  indulging  in  threats 
against  them,  and  vexatious  and  unjustifiable  abuses,  which  are  contrary  to  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaties  and  the  rules  which  govern  the  relations  between  the 
two  governments. 

The  governor  of  the  State  of  Sonora  recently  complained  of  these  abuses  to 
the  federal  government  of  Mexico  in  the  conmiunication  of  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  send  you  in  copy  an  extract.  My  government  communicated  this 
complaint  to  Mr.  Corwin,  and  requested  him  to  bring  it  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  that  it  might  dictate  such  necessary  orders 
that  such  irregularities  should  not  be  repeated  by  its  vessels-of-war.  Mr.  Cor- 
win replied  at  once,  saying  "the  affair  would  receive  the  prompt  attention 
•  of  the  cabinet  at  Washington,  and  without  doubt  the  remedy  would  be  as 
promptly  applied  as  the  injustice  of  the  case  required." 

In  consequence,  instructions  were  given  to  this  legation  to  present  this  matter 
anew  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  that  a  solution  might  be  had 
conforming  to  what  might  be  expected  from  the  justice  of  this  government  and 
the  hopes  of  Mexico.  The  case  appears  to  me  to  be  so  plain,  and  I  am  so 
satisfied  of  the  spirit  of  justice  and  of  consideration  towards  friendly  nations 
which  the  government  of  the  United  States  cherishes,  that  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  dwell  here  upon  considerations  of  any  kind,  and  await  with  con- 
fidence that  the  determination  of  the  President  will  be  entirely  satisfactory 
to  ^e  government  of  Mexico. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity,  sir,  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ^. 


[Tranalalion.  —Extract.] 

Hermosillo,  March  31,  1862. 

The  occasion  herefor  is  to  make  known  to  you,  citizen  minister,  the  necessity 
we,  the  governors  of  the  States,  have,  especially  those  who  have  ports  open  to 
commerce  with  foreigners — ^the  necessity,  I  repeat,  for  instructions  in  detail  from 
the  government  of  the  Union  for  entering  into  relations  with  the  commanders 
of  foreign  ships-of-war,  especially  because  their  pretensions  are  uniformly  xiayaAt 


524  PRESENT   CONDITION   OP    MEXICO. 

and  exaggerated,  and  the  distance  does  not  give  time  to  consult  the  department 
It  is  discreditable  to  Mexico  that  every  commander  of  foreign  vessels  thinks 
he  has  authority  to  make  demands,  just  or  unjust,  on  the  State  authorities, 
backing  them  up  by  force,  in  the  assurance  that  our  weakness  gives  them  the 
right,  and  that  in  no  case  do  they  incur  any  responsibility.  Scarcely  a  month 
passes  but  the  government  of  the  State  is  obliged  to  enter  into  correspondence, 
more  or  less  disagreeable,  with  commanders  of  English  and  American  war 
vessels,  upon  claims  in  every  respect  without  foundation,  and  scarcely  has  all 
the  prudence  of  the  government  sufficed,  with  the  consideration  that  relations 
should  not  be  interrupted  for  small  questions,  to  prevent  a  conflict  from  taking 
place,  brought  on  by  the  menacing  and  insulting  attitudes  of  those  haughty 
navies. 

It  would  be  desirable,  for  avoiding  in  the  future  the  repetition  of  these  dis- 
agreeable correspondences  between  the  authorities  of  the  States  and  foreign 
naval  men,  which  might  on  some  occasion  bring  on  a  rupture,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  republic  should  ask  from  the  ministers  of  England  and  the  United 
States  residing  at  your  capital  decisive  orders  that  the  commanders  of  vessels- 
of-war  of  their  nations  should  make  the  complaints  they  may  have  to  make 
against  the  authorities  of  the  States,  either  for  acts  contrarv  to  the  laws,  or 
treaties,  to  the  government  of  the  republic,  through  the  medium  of  their  min- 
isters resident,  and  with  due  proof,  since,  in  any  other  mode,  the  local  authori- 
ties would  be  encouraged  to  give  way  to  threats,  or  aggrieved  because  they 
engaged  in  correspondence  which  may  disturb  the  public  peace. 

I  repeat,  Citizen  Minister,  that  such,  and  so  many,  are  the  unjust  demands 
addressed  to  the  governor  of  this  State  by  commanders  of  foreign  vessels,  that 
it  has  become  necessary  to  seek  a  remedy  for  conduct  so  irregular  that  it  tends 
to  discredit  the  nation  generally,  and  gives  a  bad  example  to  those  inhabitants 
who  see  a  menace  turned  into  an  expeditious  means  of  making  of  foreigners 
beings  more  privileged  than  the  citizens  of  the  republic.       •         •         •        • 

IGNACIO  PESQUEIRA. 

Washington,  June  23,  1862. 
A  true  copy. 

ROMERO. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 


Department  op  State, 

Wdshington,  July  14,  1862. 

Sir:  Having  submitted  your  note  of  the  2dd  ultimo,  with  its  enclosures,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  his 
reply  of  the  12th  instant,  which,  I  trust  will  result  in  the  execution  of  the  orders 
therein  referred  to— in  the  inmiunity  of  the  Mexican  authorities  on  the  Pacific 
from  the  annoyances  complained  of  on  the  part  of  naval  officers  of  the  United 
States. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Don  Matias  Romero,  ifc,,  ^.,  ifc. 


Navy  Department, 

Jtdy  12,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  7th 
instant,  submitting  a  note  of  the  23d  ultimo,  addressed  to  you  by  Sefior  Matias 
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Romero,  chargd  d'affaires  of  Mexico,  calling  attention,  in  the  name  of  that 
government,  to  irregularities  alleged  to  have  been  practiced  by  our  naval  com- 
manders, chiefly  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

The  department  regrets  to  learn  that  the  course  of  our  naval  commanders 
has  been  such  as  to  warrant  the  severe  charges  made  against  them  by  governor 
Pesqueira  in  the  extract  from  his  note  accompanying  that  of  Senor  Romqro. 

A  copy  of  the  correspondence  shall  be  transmitted  to  Flag-Oflicer  Ghas.  H. 
Bell,  commanding  the  Pacific  sauadron,  with  instructions  to  him  to  direct  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  vessels  under  him  to  conform  to  treaty  stipulations 
and  international  customs,  and  to  avoid  demands  or  requisitions  on  the  State 
authorities  of  Mexico,  unless  the  safety  of  American  citizens  and  their  property 
require  it. 

The  papers  that  accompanied  your  letter  are  herewith  returned,  as  requested. 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Mexican  Legation, 

Washington,  July  14,  1862. 

Mb.  Secretary:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  to-day, 
with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  transmit  that  which,  under  date  of  the 
12th,  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  addressed  to  you,  stating  to  you,  in 
reference  to  my  communication  of  the  3d  of  June  last  past,  relative  to 
irregularities  committed  by  some  commanders  of  ships-of-war  of  the  United 
States  towards  the  authorities  of  the  Mexican  States  on  the  Pacific,  "that 
instructions  were  given  to  Flag-Officer  Charles  H.  Bell,  commanding  the 
Pacific  squadron,  to  direct  the  commanders  of  vessels  under  his  orders  that 
they  must  observe  the  stipulations  of  treaties  and  international  usages,  and 
should  avoid  making  requisitions  on  the  authorities  of  the  Mexican  States, 
nnless  it  should  be  necessary  to  the  safety  of  American  citizens  and  their 
property." 

Dulv  appreciating  the  spirit  of  justice  which  has  prompted  this  course,  I 
have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  that  I  shall  hasten  to  transmit  informa- 
tion thereof  to  my  government  by  the  steamer  of  the  day  after  to-morrow.  It 
appears  to  me  to  be  satisfactory,  and  I  only  allow  myself  to  remark  that  the 
qualification  which  is  contained  in  the  last  phrase  of  Mr.  Welles's  note  leaves, 
in  my  opinion,  the  door  open  to  the  like  irregularities  which  have  up  to  this 
time  taken  place,  and  to  the  abuses  we  desire  to  obviate. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  dc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  165.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  23,  1862. 
Sir:  In  the  conference  with  Lord  Russell  on  the  20th,  to  which  I  have 
already  referred  in  my  yesterday's  despatches,  one  other  matter  was  touched 
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upon  which  seemed  to  me  deserving:  of  brief  notice.  That  is  the  present 
state  of  the  Mexican  qaestion.  His  lordship  opened  the  matter  by  mention- 
ing the  fact,  now  well  known,  of  the  disruption  of  the  joint  agreement  of 
the  three  powers,  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  forces  of  England  and  Spain. 
He  seemed  to  speak  of  it  rather  in  the  way  of  indirectly  reminding  me  of 
the  conversation  at  Abergeldie  Castle  in  September  Last,  and  of  the  fidelity 
with  which  this  government  had  adhered  to  the  assurances  then  given  of 
non-intervention.  He  then  referred  with  evident  gratificatioii  to  the  course 
taken  by  General  Prim,  and  read  me  extracts  from  despatches  received  from 
Madrid  announcing  the  intention  of  the  Spanish  government  to  ratify  it. 
He  confessed  to  an  early-formed  and  long-cherished  feeling  of  kindness 
towards  it,  and  seemed  to  take  pride  in  this  action  of  theirs  as  a  jnstification 
of  it. 

I  joined  with  his  lordship  in  the  expression  of  satisfaction  at  the  result, 
and  remarked  that,  so  far  as  Great  Britain  was  concerned,  it  had  not  caused 
in  me  any  surprise.  But  I  could  scarcely  give  the  same  credit  to  Spain,  for 
it  seemed  to  me  that,  at  the  outset,  her  intentions  contemplated  intervention 
and  military  conquest.  I  might,  indeed,  be  so  uncharitable  as  to  suspect 
that  the  development  of  military  and  naval  power  in  the  United  States  which 
had  been  manifested  of  late  might  have  had  something  to  do  in  efiecting  a 
change. 

His  lordship,  on  the  contrary,  reaffirmed  his  confidence  in  the  good  faith 
of  Spain.  He  did  not  believe  it  had  ever  had  a  desire  to  interfere,  and,  as 
if  foreseeing  my  disposition  to  cite  the  precipitate  despatch  of  troops  in  ad- 
vance of  the  other  parties,  he  met  the  objection  at  once  by  attributing  it  to 
a  desire  to  supply  for  the  army  some  opportunity  of  gaining  distinction. 
The  government  had  been  for  some  time  ambitious  of  reinstating  the  military 
reputation  of  the  country,  and  to  that  end  they  were  trying  to  furnish  occa- 
sions for  awarding  praises  and  decorations  to  the  officers  and  men  for  bravery 
and  skill. 

I  made  no  illusion  to  sundry  givings  out  of  the  Spanish  presses  a  few 
months  since  of  the  propriety  of  attempting  to  recover  the  ancient  dominions 
of  the  crown  in  South  America,  but  joyfully  accepted  the  result  precisely 
as  his  lordship  chose  to  present  it.  Neither  did  I  venture  to  allude  to  the 
condition  in  which  the  matter  has  been  left  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  two 
powers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  271.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  7,  1862. 

Sm:  Your  despatch  of  May  23,  No.  165,  has  been  received.  You  will  ex- 
press confidentially  to  Earl  Russell  the  satisfaction  with  which  the  President 
has  received  the  explanations  made  through  you  by  Earl  Russell  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  changed  condition  of  afiairs  in  Mexico. 

You  have  expressed  to  his  lordship,  as  well  as  to  myself,  some  doubts  of 
the  candor  and  loyalty  of  the  Spanish  government  in  the  declarations  of 
approval  of  the  Commanding  General  Prim  which  that  government  has  made 
to  Earl  Russell.    It  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  these  declarations 
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harmonize  entirely  with  the  tone  of  all  the  communications  on  the  same  sub- 
ject which  have  been  received  at  this  department  from  Mr.  Calderon  Collantes. 

The  new  complication  of  affairs  in  Mexico  is  a  cause  of  serious  concern  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Corwin  has  negotiated  a  treaty 
which  stipulates  a  loan  of  eleven  millions  of  dollars  to  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment. But  the  condition  of  affairs  in  our  own  country,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  state  of  things  in  Mexico,  is  such  as  to  make  it  extremely  doubtful 
whether  that  measure  would  receive  at  present  the  approval  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.    The  President  therefore  holds  the  subject  in  reserve. 

The  contents  of  this  despatch  may  be  made  known  in  confidence  to  Earl 
Kussell. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  SfC,,  4^.,  SfC. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  290.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  8,  1862. 
Sir:  As  inquiry  may  be  made  of  you  as  to  the  approbation  by  this  gov- 
ernment of  a  treaty  recently  concluded  by  Mr.  Corwin  with  the  government 
of  Mexico,  by  one  of  the  stipulations  of  which  a  sum  of  money  was  to  be 
paid  to  that  government,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  instrument  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate,  but  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  of  that  body 
has  reported  adversely  thereon.  It  is  not  probable,  therefore,  that  at  this 
session  at  least  the  Senate  will  advise  and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  SfC,,  dfc,,  Sfc, 

[Same  to  W.  L.  Dayton,  No.  177.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No  201]  Legation  op  the  Unfted  States, 

London,  August  1,  1862. 

Sir:  Yesterday  I  had  a  conference  with  Lord  Russell  at  the  foreign  office, 
in  the  course  of  which  I  went  over  the  various  subjects  whereupon  I  had 
received  instructions  in  your  late  despatches.  I  propose  to  review  them  in 
the  order  in  which  they  came  up. 

I.  And  first,  I  communicated  to  his  lordship  the  substance  of  your  despatch 
(No.  271)  of  the  7th  of  June,  so  far  as  it  related  to  him  and  to  your  view  of 
the  action  of  the  Spanish  government  towards  Mexico.  The  reason  why  this 
has  not  been  done  before  was,  that  it  did  not  seem  to  make  an  object  of 
itself  sufficient  to  ask  for  it  a  special  conference,  and  until  now  I  had  no 
others  to  join  with  it. 

♦  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦« 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtonf  D.  C. 
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Mr,  'Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  345.]  '  Department  of  State, 

Washington f  September  15,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  despatch  of  August  29  (No.  211)  has  been  received. 

Advices  from  Mexico  do  not  encourage  the  belief  that  there  will  be  any 
real  submission  to  the  French  or  any  practical  acquiesence  in  any  new  gov- 
ernment they  may  succeed  in  establishing  there. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  o^c,  4<^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton, 


No.  152.]  Department  of  State, 

Waahingtoa,  May  8,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  April  22  (No.  142)  has  been  received. 

Mr.  Thouvenel  meets  all  the  just  expectations  of  the  President  in  regard 
to  the  Mexican  question,  when  he  says  that  we  may  take  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Billault  as  an  embodiment  of  the  views  and  purposes  of  the  French  govern- 
ment. You  will  express  to  Mr.  Thouveuel  a  just  appreciation  of  the  direct- 
ness and  frankness  of  his  explanations,  and  at  the  same  time  renew  the 
assurances  of  the  desire  of  the  United  States  that  peaceful  relations  may 
soon  be  restored  between  France  and  Mexico  upon  a  basis  just  to  both  par- 
ties, and  favorable  to  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the  people  of 
Mexico,  which  is  equally  the  interest  of  France  and  all  other  enlightened 
nations. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

WiLUAM  L.  Datton,  Esq..  ifc,^  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton, 


No.  158.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington  May  12,  1862. 
Sir:  It  will  be  proper  for  you  to  inform  Mr.  Thouvenel  that  I  have  com- 
municated the  substance  of  his  explanations  given  to  you  on  the  subject  of 
Mexican  complications  to  Mr.  Romero,  excluding,  however,  all  that  part  of 
the  explanations  which  was  stated  to  you  by  Mr.  Thouvenel  to  be  confiden- 
tial.    A  copy  of  my  communication  to  Mr.  Romero  is  annexed. 

The  frankness  and  distinctness  which  we  have  maintained  throughout  with 
all  parties  on  this  grave  subject  have  seemed  to  require  this  proceeding. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD 
William  L.  Dayton^  Esq.,  ^.,  4^?.,  ^c. 
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Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 
No.  156.]  .  Paris,  June  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  complied  with  your  request  in  despatch  No  168,  by  commu- 
nicating to  M.  Thouvenel  the  fact  that  you  have  given  to  Mr.  Romero  in- 
formally an  extract  from  my  despatch  No.  142,  which  reports  the  substance 
of  a  conversation  between  us  as  to  Mexican  complications. 

He  said  at  once  that  it  was  quite  proper  that  you  should  have  done  so; 
he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  it.  I  assured  him,  further,  that  the  President 
justly  appreciated  the  directness  and  frankness  of  his  explanations,  and  gave 
to  him  your  despatch  No.  162  to  be  read.  After  be  had  finished  reading  it, 
he  said  that,  notwithstanding  all  that  had  passed,  he  had  nothing  to  alter  or 
to  add  to  his  former  explanations;  that  he  had  instructed  their  agents  in 
Mexico  in  conformity  with  the  statements  heretofore  made  and  reported  by 
me  to  you;  that  the  French  troops  did  not  go  there  to  interfere  with  the 
form  of  government,  nor  to  acquire  an  inch  of  territory,  nor  to  remain  indefi- 
nitely in  the  country.  All  France  sought  was  that  her  existing  ''griefs " 
should  be  settled,  and  some  government  established  which  other  countries 
could  treat  with,  and  which  would  protect  their  commercial  agents.  I  only 
observed,  in  reply,  that  the  object  of  my  visit  was,  notwithstanding  what  had 
been  said  by  the  commissioners  of  the  allies,  to  express  to  him  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  President  in  the  assurances  he  bad  given;  and  I  added  that  the 
United  States  would  yet  confidently  rely  upon  those  assurances. 

It  may  be  difficult  to  reconcile  the  published  opinions  of  the  commissioners 
acting  for  England  and  Spain  in  Mexico  with  these  declarations  of  the 
Fronch  government;  but  your  original  despatch  instructed  me  to  say  that  I 
was  not  authorized  to  demand  explanations,  though  the  government  would 
be  happy  to  receive  them.  These  explanations  have  been  freely  given ;  if 
they  conflict  with  what  has  been  said  or  done  elsewhere,  I  have  not  felt  at 
liberty,  under  my  instructions,  to  make  such  conflict  the  subject  of  com- 
ment. 

Were  it  supposed,  however,  that  France  proposed  to  change  the  form  of 
government  and  establish  a  monarchy  in  a  republic  next  to  and  adjoining 
our  own,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that,  upon  every  just  principle  of  interna- 
tional law  or  comity  between  states,  we  would  have  the  right  to  demand  ex- 
planation. Nor  do  I  think  that  France  would  have  felt  disposed  to  contest 
such  right.  The  explanations,  however,  such  as  they  are,  have  been  volun- 
terred  by  them,  not  demanded  by  us. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 

His  Excellency  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  dc.,  dc.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  161.]  Paris,  June  13,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Mexican  complication,  so  far  forth  as  France's  interference  is 
concerned,  will,  if  left  alone,  soon  wear  itself  out. 

The  cause  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  has  literally  no  support  among 
the  French,  and  but  for  national  pride  the  expedition  itself  would  be  almost 
universally  condemned.  Instead  of  the  Emperor  availing  himself  of  the 
services  of  General  Almonte  in  Mexico,  it  is  getting  to  be  believed  that 
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AlmoDte  has  availed  himself  of  the  services  of  the  Emperor.  He  has  per- 
suaded his  Majesty  to  believe  that  his  presence  and  inflaence  there  would 
at  once  revolationize  the  coantry.  The  whole  expedition  now  resolves  itself, 
as  the  Mexican  consul  here  believes,  into  -a  question  whether  Aloibnte  can 
or  cannot,  with  the  aid  of  French  influence,  be  placed,  by  election,  at  the 
head  of  the  government.  On  this  subject,  I  beg  to  communicate  a  fact 
which  may  or  may  not  be  new  to  you,  but  which  will,  at  all  events,  much 
complicate  the  above  question. 

Oeneral  Santa  Anna,  who,  notwithstanding  his  character,  has,  I  am  told, 
more  support  and  followers  in  Mexico  than  Almonte,  has  gone,  or  is  about 
to  go,  from  St.  Thomas  to  Vera  Cruz  with  a  view  to  present  himself  as  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  or  dictatorship,  against  Almonte.  The  latter, 
aided  by  French  influence,  may  succeed  in  the  election  which  is  to  be  gotten 
up,  but  it  is  very  evident  that  Santa  Anna's  presence  will  give  trouble  to 
Almonte,  and  may  much  embarass  the  plans  of  all  parties.  The  above  in- 
formation comes  from  one  General  Wall,  who  himself  is  upon  the  point  of 
leaving  (if  he  has  not  already  lefl)  for  Mexico,  to  take  part  in  current 
events,*  on  which  side  I  know  not.  He  was  himself  an  old  aide-de-camp  of 
Santa  Anna's,  and  Santa  Anna  wrote  to  him  that  his  purpose  was  as  alK)ve 
stated. 

As  yet,  I  have  learned  nothing  as  to  the  action  of  the  Count  Seiior  Don 
Felipe  Ner^  del  Barrie,  the  minister  of  Guatemala  accredited  to  Spain.  He 
did  not  go  directly  to  Madrid,  but  left  Paris  for  Rome,  where  he  now  is  or 
lately  was 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

His  Excellency  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sc.,  Ac,  Ac. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton. 


No.  170.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  21,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  June  6  (No.  166)  was  received.  Since  it  was 
written  tlie  events  in  Mexico  have  taken  a  new  direction.  It  is  not  the 
President's  purpose  to  charge  you  at  present  with  any  communication  to 
the  French  government  concerning  them.  But  it  is  only  prudent  to  keep 
you  advised  of  the  condition  of  our  affairs  there,  and  of  our  views  of  current 
transactions. 

France  has  a  right  to  make  war  against  Mexico,  and  to  determine  for 
herself  the  cause.  We  have  a  right  and  interest  to  insist  that  France  shall 
not  improve  the  war  she  makes  to  raise  up  in  Mexico  an  anti-republican  or 
anti- American  government,  or  to  maintain  such  a  government  there.  France 
has  disclaimed  such  designs,  and  we,  besides  reposing  faith  in  the  assurances 
given  in  a  frank,  honorable  manner,  would,  in  any  case,  be  bound  to  wait 
for,  and  not  anticipate,  a  violation  of  them.  Circumstances  tend  to  excite 
misapprehensions  and  jealousies  between  this  government  and  that  of 
France,  in  spite  of  all  the  prudence  we  can  practice.  On  our  part,  we 
studiously  endeavor  to  avoid  them.  You  will,  therefore,  be  fully  authorized 
in  assuming  that  this  government  does  not  inspire  and  has  no  responsibility 
for  assumptions  of  a  different  character  made  by  the  press.  When  we  desire 
explanations  from  France,  or  when  an  occasion  shall  have  arrived  to  express 
discontents,  we  shall  communicate  directly  and  explicitly  with  M.  Thouvenel 
through  your  good  offices. 
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We  do  not  desire  to  supress  the  fact  that  our  syrnpathies  are  with  Mexico, 
and  our  wishes  are  for  the  restoration  of  peace  within  her  borders ;  nor  do 
"we,  in  any  sense,  for  any  purpose,  disapproveof  her  present  form  of  govemmen  t 
or  distrust  her  administration.  We  may  have  our  opinions  about  the  neces- 
sity or  the  expediency  of  the  movements  of  the  late  allies,  and  now  the 
movements  of  France,  in  regard  to  that  power.  But  we  are  not  called  upon 
to  retain  which,  after  the  explanations  received  from  France,  we  have  no 
right  and  no  present  occasion  to  enforce. 

Mr.  Corwin,  not  having  received  my  despatch  announcing  to  him  the  vote 
of  the  Senate  unfavorable  to  a  previous  proposition  for  the  treaty  making  a 
loan  to  Mexico,  has  made  a  new  treaty  for  a  loan  of  eleven  millions  of  dollars, 
upon  the  security  of  public  lands  of  that  republic. 

The  President  will  submit  this  treaty  to  the  Senate,  together  with  the 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  Mr.  Corwin  and  the  Mexican 
government.  But  the  President  will  make  no  recommendation  upon  the 
subject.  He  understands  that  the  treaty  conflicts  with  the  previous  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate.  To  recommend  it  would  be  to  take  an  appeal,  which,  in 
the  present  condition  of  things,  would  be  unwise  and  injurious.  The  Senate, 
having  the  matter  before  them  as  an  original  question,  for  their  uninfluenced 
deliberation,  will  decide  it  as  they  shall  deem  most  consistent  with  the  interests 
and  honor  of  the  country.  I  am  not  authorized  to  express  any  opinion  for 
the  Senate,  but  I  may  say  to  you,  in  confidence,  that  I  know  no  reason  for 
expecting  that  that  body  will  reverse  its  previous  decision,  although  that 
decision  was  not  in  all  respects  such  as  the  President  desired. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedieat  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Usq.f  Sfc.,  SfC.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  166.]  Paris,  June  28,  1862. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  printed  translation  of  a  speech  by  M.  Jules 
Favre,  on  the  36th  instant,  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  in  reference  to  the 
invasfon  of  Mexico,  and  of  Mr.  Billault's  reply.  The  latter  gentleman  (min- 
ister without  portfolio)  is,  as  you  know,  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Emperor, 
and  his  speech  is  therefore  the  last  and  most  authentic  exposi  of  the  purposes 
of  France  in  regard  to  Mexico.  You  will,  I  presume,  see  it  reprinted  in  the 
American  papers,  though  perhaps  not  in  full.  I  prefer,  therefore,  to  send  it, 
as  it  is  in  lieu  of  a  despatch  upon  the  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
His  Excellency  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  ofStote^  Sfc,,  ^c,  SfC, 


Speech  of  if.  Jules  Favre, 


The  following  is  a  full  report  of  the  important  debate  concerning  Mexico 
on  Thursday,  Count  de  Momy  in  the  chair: 

M.  Baroche,  president  of  the  council  of  state,  MM.  Billault  and  Magne, 
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miDistcrs  without  portfolio,  and  the  other  government  commiBsioners  were 
present,  as  usual. 

Several  local  bills  were  adopted. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  the  discussion  of  the  bill  relating  to  the  supple- 
mentaiy  credits  of  1862. 

The  president  read  Art.  1,  demanding  118,371,382  fr.  over  and  above  the 
credits  called  for  in  the  budget. 

The  sections  relating  to  the  ministries  of  state,  finance,  justice,  forei^ 
affairs,  and  the  interior,  were  successively  adopted.  On  the  credits  for  the 
war  department  being  brought  forward,  M.  Jules  Favre  rose  and  said  : 

Gentlemen:  When  the  government  lately  came  to  demand  from  this  cham- 
ber the  means  of  sending  assistance  to  a  corps  d'armde,  arrested  by  unex- 
pected obstacles,  it  met  with  unanimous  support;  for  to  succor  one's  fellow- 
citizens  in  danger,  and  assure  the  honor  of  the  flag,  is  the  duty  of  aU 
men,  without  distinction  of  party;  and  in  such  circumstances  the  government 
has  no  opposition  to  fear.  But  a  vote  of  that  kind  is  not  a  vote  of  confidence, 
and  we  should  fail  in  our  duty  as  the  representatives  of  the  country  if  we 
did  not  endeavor  to  hold  back  the  government  from  a  course  which  we  think 
fatal.  1  have  no  wish  to  commence  an  irritating  debate,  and  I  think  nothing 
more  is  now  requisite  than  to  obtain  explanations  from  the  government  as  to 
the  resolutions  it  intends  to  adopt.  Official  documents  have  made  known 
to  the  country  the  reasons  which  determined  the  government  to  send  an  ex- 
pedition to  Mexico  last  November.  If,  at  a  moment  when  everything  com- 
bined to  make  strict  economy  a  bounden  duty,  a  distant  and  expensive  war 
were  undertaken,  it  was,  he  considered,  undoubtedly  indispensable  to  protect 
our  countrymen  threatened  by  a  faithless  government,  in  contempt  of  all 
treaties.  England  and  Spain  had  the  same  grievances  to  avenge,  and  their 
co-operation,  while  lightening  our  expenses,  seemed  likely  to  render  success 
more  easy  and  rapid.  The  treaty  of  Slst  October,  concluded  between 
the  three  powers,  clearly  defined  the  object  of  the  combined  expedition. 
Art.  1  stipulated  that  sufficient  forces  should  be  sent  to  seize  and  occupy 
the  ports  and  military  positions  on  the  coast.  Art.  2  declared  that  the  three 
powers  should  not  seek  any  separate  advantage,  nor  exercise  any  influence 
on  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico  affecting  the  independence  of  the  country, 
or  its  right  to  freely  choose  its  own  government.  The  instructions  given  to 
the  French  plenipotentiaries  were  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  this  treaty. 
They  represent  the  object  of  the  expedition  to  be  the  occupation  of  the 
Mexican  ports,  explain  the  nature  of  the  coercion  to  be  used  in  case  of  re- 
sistance, and  repeat  the  declaration  that  the  powers  will  not  interfere  with 
the  internal  affairs  of  the  country.  They  add,  however,  somewhat  vaguely, 
that  if  the  sound  part  of  the  population,  weary  of  anarchy,  should  make 
efforts  to  constitute  a  government  presenting  guarantees  of  stability,  such 
efforts  should  not  be  discouraged.  I  propose  to  examine  whether  our  array 
has  been  received  with  sympathy  by  the  sounder  portion  of  the  Mexicans, 
and  is  supported  by  men  of  character  and  influenc^e.  It  is  impossible  to 
doubt  what  is  meant  by  the  expression  "sound  part  of  the  population."  It 
can  only  mean  those  who  would  welcome  the  invaders  of  their  country,  and 
I  assert  that  such  persons  must  be  the  most  contemptible  part  of  the  popu- 
lation. What  would  have  been  thought  of  those  who,  under  the  convention, 
should  have  welcomed  the  stranger  invading  France?  I  do  not  wish  to  in- 
stitute comparisons,  but  I  am  justified  in  pointing  out  the  dangers  to  which 
the  vague  instructions  given  to  our  plenipotentiary  exposed  our  flag.  Well, 
the  expedition  was  decided,  and  France  was  to  send  only  2,500  or  3,000  men. 
Well-founded  alarm  was  soon  manifested.  It  was  said  that  the  protection 
of  French  interests  was  merely  a  programme  concealing  other  projects; 
that  we  were  going  to  Mexico  to  overthrow  the  established  government  and 
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erect  a  monarchy  in  its  place,  and  the  name  of  an  adventurouR,  though 
Austrian,  prince  was  mentioned  as  having  accepted  such  a  candidateship. 
It  was  in  the  midst  of  these  doubts  that  our  session  began,  and  you  cannot 
have  forgotten  the  interpellations  addressed  to  the  government.  You  have 
heard  the  observations  of  M.  Jubinal,  who  puts  the  question  plainly:  ''  If  you 
go  to  Mexico,"  said  he,  "  to  avenge  your  wrongs,  you  have  justice  on  your 
side  ;  but  not  so  if  you  mean  to  impose  upon  a  people  a  form  of  government 
which  it  does  not  wish  for.  If  you  abuse  your  power,  you  commit  an  act 
8o  much  the  more  criminal  that  it  concerns  a  weak  nation  that  cannot 
resist — a  nation  which  is  perhaps  a  prey  to  regrettable  divisions,  but  which 
lias  a  right  to  prefer  them  to  slavery."  To  these  just  and  pointed  remarks 
I  shall  add  a  vew  others,  to  demonstrate  that  the  expedition  was  both  impoli- 
tic and  unjust.  It  was  impolitic,  because  the  greatness  of  the  effort  and  of 
the  cost  was  not  in  proportion  to  the  result  aimed  at,  and  because  it  might 
lead  to  serious  diplomatic  complications,  and  alter  the  equilibrium  of  our 
alliances.  It  was  unjust,  because  Mexico,  once  informed  of  the  claims  of 
France,  had  offered  to  negotiate,  and  had  presented  substantial  securities. 
By  exacting  more  than  the  reparation  of  damages,  an  attack  was  made  on 
the  national  sovereignty  of  a  people.  Tou  remember,  gentlemen,  the  reply 
of  M.  Billault  to  those  interpellations.  He  said  that  we  only  went  to  Mexico 
to  protect  our  citizens,  menaced  by  an  anarchical  government ;  that  we  de- 
sired only  a  reparation  of  wrongs;  and  that  we  could  not  be  eternally  the 
dupes  of  a  government  that  deceived  us.  He  added  that  the  expedition  was 
made  in  common  with  Spain  and  England,  and  he  asked  us  where,  in  the  face 
of  such  open  facts,  we  saw  anything  of  a  direct  convention  for  the  advantage 
of  some  foreign  power  f  Where  were  the  prpofs  of  such  suppositions  ?  The 
proofs,  gentlemen,  will  be  supplied  by  the  events  brought  about  by  the 
policy  of  the  government.  I  am  well  aware  that  M.  Billault  admitted  that 
our  presence  on  the  Mexican  coast  might  give  rise  to  circumstances  wherein 
we  could  not  remain  inactive.  He  thought  that  the  whole  Mexican  population 
would  rally  to  our  flag  and  proclaim  us  its  liberators  ;  and  in  presence  of  that 
spectacle,  could  we  refuse  to  give  military  protection  to  the  founding  of  a 
new  government  ?  [Noise.]  Such  were  the  explanations  given  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  minister,  availing  himself  of  an  oratorical  expedient,  added 
*•  Our  troops  are  on  their  way — are  perhaps  now  at  Mexico:  why  discuss  the 
matter  ?  "    Whatever  were  the  sentiments  of  the  chamber  respecting  that  lan- 

Suage,  it  is  certain  that  the  expression  of  them  was  less  open  than  usual, 
[y  own  opinion  has  undergone  no  change,  but  I  hardly  expected  to  find  it 
so  speedily  justified  by  events.  Allow  me  to  recapitulate  what  has  occurred. 
The  expedition  left  in  November,  1861,  and  arrived  in  the  month  of  December. 
Just  then  Vera  Cruz  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  who  had  been  the 
first  to  arrive.  The  combined  army  had  no  ammunition  wagons  or  horses, 
nor  any  war  material.  It  was  thought  that  everything  of  that  sort  might 
be  found  on  the  spot.  There  were  many  faults  at  the  outset  of  the  affair: 
First,  the  season  was  not  well  chosen.  The  terrible  month  of  yellow  fever, 
auxiliary  to  the  Mexicans,  was  already  looming  in  the  horizon.  It  was 
necessary  to  use  despatch,  and  that  was  still  possible.  But  as  political 
action  should  precede  the  military  one,  a  proclamation  was  issued,  addressed 
to  the  Mexican  nation,  and  thus  worded :  ''  Mexicans,  the  arms  of  France 
are  open  to  youl  Leave  those  who  oppress  you  under  their  yoke:  that  yoke 
we  are  come  here  to  break."  Nobody  responded  to  the  call,  and  the  procla- 
mation found  no  echo.  The  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs  gave  it  to 
be  understood  that  he  would  only  reply  to  diplomatic  reclamations.  He 
added  that  the  combined  army  might  be  menaced  with  yellow  fever  on  the 
sea-coast,  and  that  he  would  open  the  gates  of  Mexico  to  the  allies  on  two 
conditions:  1st,  that  the  claims  made  should  leave  the  existing  government 
intact;  and,  2d,  that  if  the  treaty  under  discussion  should  tloI  V^^  ^\\^\i^^^ 
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the  troops  should  retrograde  to  the  coast.  All  this  took  place  in  February, 
1862.  The  plenipotentiaries  made  a  note  of  their  claims,  and  Count  de  Reus 
was  authorized  to  submit  them  to  the  Mexican  minister.  An  understanding 
was  soon  come  to:  Mexico  agreed  to  negotiate,  and  offered  for  her  debt  the 
guarantee  of  the  United  States.  Thus  falls  to  the  ground  the  objection  of 
M.  Billault  respecting  the  perpetual  deceit  practiced  in  Europe  by  the  Mexi* 
can  nation  Under  these  circumstances  the  convention  of  Soledad  was 
signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries,  stipulating  for  the  opening  of  negotiations, 
and  for  the  removal  of  the  allied  troops  to  quarters  on  high  ground,  out  of 
the  reach  of  the  vellow  fever;  and  such  was  to  be  the  state  of  things  up  to 
the  Idth  of  April,  when  the  acceptance  or  refusal  of  the  European  powers 
would  have  arrived.  On  that  first  convention  the  agreement  was  broken— 
the  Madrid  and  London  cabinets  approving,  but  that  of  the  Tuilleries  disap- 
proving, of  the  same.  And  here  I  must  ask  why  was  this  ?  A  government 
ought  to  give  precise  instructions  to  its  agents;  why,  then,  was  our  plenipo- 
tentiary disavowed  f  However  it  may  be,  the  convention  not  being  ratified, 
formal  promises  were  still  made  to  execute  it.  Unfortunately — and  this  is 
painful  to  relate  to  a  French  chamber — the  chief  of  the  French  expeditionary 
corps  thought  himself  obliged  not  to  keep  his  promise.  He  had  promised  to 
withdraw  his  troops  to  the  coast  side  of  the  defile  in  case  of  the  non-ratifica* 
tion  of  the  treaty.  He,  however,  remained  on  the  other  side.  That  oflScer 
has  given  his  reason,  which  I  am  authorized  in  calling  vague  and  evasive, 
by  reason  of  the  language  of  our  plenipotentiary  at  the  conferences  of  Ori- 
zaba. To  the  questions  of  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  M.  Dubois  de»Saligny  replied 
that  he  had  refused  the  ratification  because  he  had  no  confidence;  and  when 
asked  why  he  had  signed  the  convention  in  the  first  instance,  he  said  that 
he  had  no  account  to  render  to  any  one  as  to  his  motives,  but  that,  having 
once  signed  it,  he  should  have  thought  himself  personally  bound  to  adhere 
to  the  treaty,  had  not  the  Mexican  government  endeavored  to  annul  it  by 
every  means  in  its  power.  Such  language  is  to  be  regretted;  the  plenipo- 
tentiary should  have  been  more  precise  and  less  disdainful  in  a  question 
where  the  signature  of  France  was  involved.  It  is,  however,  certain  that 
our  soldiers  remained  in  Mexico  in  virtue  of  a  non-ratified  treaty,  and  that 
this  non-ratification  was  the  cause  ,of  the  rupture,  and  of  our  own  isolation. 
That  is  not  all.  France,  after  having  eliminated  Spain  and  England,  has 
opened  her  routes  to  emigrants,  to  factious  citizens,  expelled  both  by  armed 
force  and  by  the  national  will.  Here  is  a  second  episode  which  will  give 
rise  to  a  second  and  more  flagrant  rupture.  This  episode  has  been  the 
object  of  a  regular  discussion  among  the  three  powers — a  discussion  drawn 
up  in  a  proc^s-verbal,  and  published  all  over  Europe.  You  are  aware  that 
when  the  report  was  spread  about  that  the  old  partisans  of  the  defunct 
government,  and  notably  General  Miramon,  would  join  the  expedition,  the 
representative  of  England  declared  that  he  would  have  him  arrested  and 
tried  for  robbing  the  English  legation.  Miramon  became  alarmed,  and  beat 
a  retreat  to  Havana:  but  we  took  on  board  our  ships  General  Almonte 
and  Father  Miranda,  partisans  of  a  clerical  and  military  government,  which 
had  been  overthrown  and  replaced  by  the  constitutional  government  oi 
Juarez.  Almonte  could  not  touch  Mexican  ground  without  exposing  him- 
self to  the  rigor  of  the  law,  so  he  came  in  the  midst  of  French  troops.  Did 
he  come  without  being  sent  for  ?  I  cannot  admit  that  it  was  so.  Almonte 
appeared  to  know  the  powers  with  which  he  was  invested,  and  he  declared 
that  he  came  to  support  the  candidateship  of  Prince  Maximilian.  The  min- 
utes of  the  conference  say,  "  General  Almonte  has  declared  that  he  relied  on 
the  three  powers  to  change  the  government  into  a  monarchy,  and  to  name 
an  archduke;  that  he  believed  that  project  would  be  well  received,  and 
might  be  realized  before  two  months  "  Almonte  was  thus  the  agent  !|liohh 
prince — the  broker,  as  it  were,  of  a  monarchical  candidate,  presenting  em* 
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self  behind  foreign  bayonets.  Was  not  his  pretension  calculated  to  excite 
much  emotion  ?  The  representatives  of  England  and  Spain  said  that  the 
convention  of  London  was  violated  by  his  presence.  Were  they  wrong  t 
Certainly  not  That  convention  set  forth  that  the  powers  interdicted  them-  y^ 
selves  from  exercising  any  pressare  on  the  Mexican  government.  A  pro- 
scribed  and  a  condemned  man — an  emigrant — ^united  himself  to  France.  That 
was  evidently  to  tear  np  the  convention  of  London.  The  fact  must  be  also 
examined  as  regards  the  violation  of  the  law  of  nations  and  of  morality  • 
War  is  always  a  cruel  extremity;  but  it  is  permitted  in  order  to  repel  force, 
to  avenge  an  insult,  and  to  assist  an  ally.  If,  however,  it  be  undertaken  to 
impose  a  government  which  the  nation  will  not  have,  and  to  assist  the  am- 
bitious views  of  a  citizen  who  has  been  expelled  from  his  country,  it  is  then 
a  crime.  What  is  to  be  thought  of  the  morality  of  a  man  who  lets  loose  on 
his  country  the  spourge  of  a  foreign  war  f  For  my  own  part,  I  cannot  restrain 
the  feelings  with  which  my  heart  is  fraught.  History  has  recorded  more 
than  one  act  of  that  kind,  but  all  who  have  turned  their  arms  against  their 
country  have  been  branded  with  the  strongest  reprobation.  There  is  no 
principle  more  sacred  than  love  of  one's  country  and  horror  of  foreign  inter- 
vention. I  do  not  know  what  future  may  be  reserved  for  France.  [Loud 
interruptions.]  But  I  am  sure  that  she  will  achieve  her  complete  liberty. 
If  she  could  be  called  on  to  support  the  yoke  of  a  power  which  would  destroy 
eminent  citizens,  she  would  bear  it  with  indignation,  and  would  endeavor  to 
throw  it  off.  But  if  a  liberator  presented  himself,  escorted  by  Austrian  and 
Prussian  troops,  it  is  he  whom  I  should  regard  as  an  enemy — [interruption] — 
and  I  think  I  should  fulfil  my  duty  in  shedding  my  blood  to  prevent  that  in- 
solent auxiliary  from  defiling  the  soil  of  my  country.  [Movement.]  Juarez 
said,  "  If  the  French  are  with  Almonte,  I  consider  it  as  a  declaration  of  war.** 
It  was  then  that  a  conference  took  place,  and  it  was  declared  that  the  pres- 
ence of  Almonte  was  an  absolute  bar  to  the  further  co-operation  of  Spain 
and  England,  and  his  re-embarkation  was  demanded.  Admiral  Jurien  de  la 
Oravi^re  refused,  and,  in  consequence,  a  division  between  the  allies  took 
place.  Another  cause  of  discord  exists  on  which  I  am  desirous  of  obtaining 
some  explanation  from  the  government.  Each  power  had  reserved  to  itself 
the  right  of  bringing  forward  its  individual  claims,  and  those  of  France  ap- 
pear to  be  insignificant;  the  amount  reaching,  perhaps,  about  four  millions. 
At  the  conferences,  the  sum  first  mentioned  was  twelve  millions,  and  after-' 
wards  seventy-five  millions.  That  enormous  sum  was  connected  with  a 
transaction  known  by  the  name  of  the  Jecker  loan,  and  which  it  was  thought 
would  be  recognized  by  the  new  government.  Juarez  was  called  on  t^ay 
that  sum,  and  he  refused.  He  consented  to  pay  the  seven  hundred  and^fty 
thousand  dollars,  as  stated  in  former  treaties,  but  not  the  other  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars.  The  house  of  Jecker  was  a  Swiss  establishment,  which  afterwards 
became  bankrupt,  and  that  is  the  creditor  which  France  takes  under  her  • 
patronage  I  The  affair  of  Jecker,  which  was  a  scandalous  piece  of  usury, 
was  laid  before  the  French  government  as  a  legitimate  debt.  That  affair 
ought  to  be  cleared  up,  and  the  government  should  declare  that  it  will  only 
exact  the  payment  of  sums  really  due,  and  not  those  which  are  only  dis- 
graceful speculations.  In  my  opinion,  the  only  course  compatible  with  the 
interests  and  honor  of  the  country  is  to  treat  with  Mexico  and  then  with- 
draw. [Murmurs.]  France  must  either  do  that  or  make  war.  If  France 
is  not  the  partisan  of  Almonte,  she  has  no  enemies  in  Mexico.  She  has 
only  debtors,  unless  the  words  which  have  been  spoken  in  this  chamber 
have  been  used  only  to  deceive  the  public,  [murmurs,]  for  it  has  been 
declared  that  French  troops  only  went  to  Mexico  to  protect  the  interests  of 
their  fellow-countrymen.  To  make  war,  therefore,  is  to  engage  in  an  enter-  , 
prise  not  only  difficult,  but  unjust.    What  would  be  the  object  of  such  a 
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war  ?  Would  it  be  to  avenge  a  check  ?  We  have  met  with  none.  The 
French  soldiers  have,  in  the  midst  of  almost  insurmountable  natural  obsta- 
cles, heroically  supported  the  name  and  honor  of  France,  and  they  might 
return  to  their  country  with  the  greatest  glory.  France  is  doubtless  power- 
ful enough  to  proceed  on  to  Mexico,  but  is  the  object  to  be  attained  worth 
the  sacrifice  ?  After  victory  will  come  responsibility.  The  stable  govern- 
ment that  would  be  established  would  cause  an  expense  of  thirty  millions 
to  be  inscribed  on  the  Budget ;  for  it  would  be  necessary  to  keep  a  force  of 
three  thousand  to  four  thousand  men  in  the  capital,  and  perhaps  twelve 
or  fifteen  thousand  in  the  interior.  Such  are  the  sacrifices  necessary  if  the 
government  perseveres  in  a  fatal  resolution,  and  refuses  to  acknowledge 
that  it  has  taken  a  false  step.  The  French  government  had  done  so  on 
other  occasions ;  for  it  stopped  short  at  Yillafranca  before  it  had  attained 
the  end  it  had  in  view.     [Murmurs.] 

A  Voice.    We  had  victories  behind  us  then. 

M.  J.  Favre.  I  cannot  accept  any  share  of  responsibility  in  this  affair.  I 
protest  against  the  policy  which  should  compel  me  to  do  so,  and  I  demand 
a  prompt  solution  to  extricate  France  from  this  predicament.  The  result 
of  the  expedition  will  be  found  to  have  cooled  our  relations  with  two  neigh- 
boring powers;  to  have  excited  the  mistrust  of  the  United  States,  and 
alarmed  all  the  republics  of  South  America.  A  wise  policy  consists  in 
retrieving  faults,  and  not  aggravating  them  by  obstinacy.  Out  of  evil, 
however,  good  may  sometimes  come.  France  will,  perhaps,  be  made  sensi- 
ble of  the  danger  of  allowing  herself  to  be  engaged  in  great  questions  of 
external  policy  without  the  consent  of  her  representatives.  Bas  not  the 
chief  of  the  state  himself,  to  whom  all  authority  was  given  for  the  pro- 
tection of  order,  felt  the  necessity  of  having  the  nation  to  share  his  respon- 
sibility ?  Has  he  not  given  the  representatives  of  the  country  pre-eminence 
in  matters  affecting  the  public  fortune?  Well,  all  this  would  be  illusory,  if 
it  were  possible,  without  consulting  us,  to  engage  France  in  compromising 
undertakings.  I  hope  this  lesson  may  not  be  renewed,  and  that  this  as- 
sembly may  not  be  reduced  to  vain  regrets  and  powerless  wishes.  [Ap- 
plause and  dissent.] 

M.  Billault.  Gentlemen,  in  the  patriotic  vote  which  you  gave  some  days 
ago,  M.  Jules  Favre  sees  only  a  vote  of  necessity,  not  of  confidence.  He  ia 
mistaken  in  that  view,  and  I  trust  the  confidence  of  the  chamber  will  be 
still  greater  when  complete  explanations  shall  have  been  given  by  the 
government.  The  government  was  most  anxious  to  thoroughly  explain  to 
the  chamber  and  the  country  an  affair  in  which  the  misconception  of  some 
and  the  ill-will  of  others  have  strangely  disturbed  the  public  opinion  of  this 
country,  if  not  of  Europe.  It  is,  therefore,  its  interest,  as  well  as  its  duty, 
to  make  known  its  motives  and  intentions.  I  shall  have  to  trespass  for 
^  some  time  on  the  patience  of  the  chamber,  but  I  am  aware  that  your  atten- 
tion never  flags  when  the  interests  of  France  are  concerned.  [Marks  of 
assent!  In  the  first  place,  we  have  to  examine  whether  things  have 
reached  such  a  pass  in  Mexico  that  war  is  inevitable.  It  has  been  said  that 
insufficient  and  even  blamable  motives  have  determined  the  government 
For  thirty  years  past  Mexico  has  inflicted  all  kinds  of  injury  and  annoy- 
ance on  Frenchmen  settled  in  that  country,  where  trade  and  industry  are  Uie 
victims  of  anarchy  and  the  exactions  of  all  succeeding  governments,  whether 
reactionist  or  liberal.  I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  anarchy  prevailing  there, 
but  limit  my  remarks  to  the  wrongs  France  has  suffered.  How  many  conven- 
tions have  been  successively  made  since  the  capture  of  San  Juan  d'Ulloa,  and 
jkll  violated  the  moment  the  French  flag  withdrew?  What  is  more,  the  funds 
proceeding  from  the  customs,  intended  to  serve  as  a  security,  were  seized,  or 
rather  stolen,  by  the  Mexican  government     England,  too,  suffered  in  the 
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fiame  way.  All  was  anarchy  in  Mexico.  In  six  and  twenty  years  there  had 
,  been  above  sixty  presidents.  When  the  government  of  Juarez  was  formed, 
which  claimed  to  be  liberal  and  constitutional,  some  faint  hope  of  justice 
was  entertained.  M.  de  Saligny  was  accordingly  sent  to  Mexico,  and  a 
fourth  convention  ^as  signed,  with  no  better  result  than  the  others.  For 
thirty  years  all  treaties  have  been  violated  with  impunity,  and  our  country- 
men plundered  and  murdered.  Under  these  circumstances,  M.  de  Saligny, 
in  accord  with  the  English  minister,  had  just  sent  in  an  energetic  protest, 
when  Juarez  issued  a  decree  annulling  all  treaties  with  foreign  governments, 
and  declaring  that  the  produce  of  the  customs  assigned  to  them  should  be 
taken  by  the  Mexican  administration.  The  two  ministers  then  made  another 
protest,  and  M.  de  Saligny  informed  us  that  he  had  been  compelled  to  cease 
all  relations  with  the  Mexican  government.  He  added  that  it  was  impos- 
sible longer  to  tolerate  such  conduct,  and  also  that  the  Mexican  government 
attributed  our  longanimity  to  helplessness.  In  September,  1861,  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  sanctioned  the  conduct  of  our  representative,  instructed 
him  to  send  in  an  ultimatum,  and  withdraw  it  if  it  were  not  executed.  This 
ultimatum  demanded  the  repeal  of  the  decree  abolishing  all  treaties.  The 
Mexican  government  made  fair  promises,  but  as  usual  did  nothing.  The 
English  and  French  ministers,  therefore,  left  Mexico.  The  question  then 
arose  whether  England  and  France  should  abandon  the  interests  of  their  sub- 
jects. Would  any  one  within  these  walls  have  advised  the  government  to 
submit  to  such  treatment  ?  No,  for  the  dignity  of  France  was  engaged  ; 
and  there  are  positions  in  which  honor  and  duty  are  paramount  to  all  other 
considerations.  [Loud  approbation.]  The  respect  due  to  our  flag  must 
never  be  compromised.  Two  Americans  of  the  southern  States,  travelling 
under  the  English  flag,  had  well  nigh  set  Europe  on  fire,  and  shall  not  we, 
after  thirty  years  of  insults  and  wrongs,  insist  on  reparation  7  The  govern- 
ment will  not  suffer  the  French  flag  to  be  insulted  with  impunity,  either  in 
the  Old  World  or  in  the  New.  [Loud  approbation.]  England  thought,  as 
we  did,  that  forcible  means  were  necessary.  She  had  suffered  the  same 
wrongs,  and  latterly  a  sum  of  money  had  been  taken  from  the  English  lega- 
tion at  Mexico.  The  man  who  stole  it  was  tried  and  acquitted,  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  not  stolen,  but  merely  taken  possession  of  the  money. 
[Greneral  laughter.]  Spain  also  had  similar  wrongs  to  avenge,  and  was 
also  determined  to  obtain  redress.  Lastly,  to  cite  an  authority  which  will 
no  doubt  have  more  weight  with  the  honorable  member  who  spoke  last  than 
-  any  monarchical  government,  the  government  of  the  United  States  declared 
that  the  wrongs  it  had  received  from  Mexico  would  justify  the  occupation 
of  the  towns  on  the  coast,  and  added  that  such  a  measure  would  be  favor- 
ably received  by  the  population.  Thus,  the  republic  of  the  United  States 
certifies  to  the  fact  that  the  Mexicans  must  be  disposed  to  receive  the  pro- 
tection of  a  foreign  flag.  As  all  conciliatory  means  have  been  tried  in  vain, 
it  was  indispensable  to  obtain  a  remedy  by  other  measures.  But  how  was  it 
to  be  done  with  a  country  in  such  a  state  of  anarchy  7  The  occupation  of  the 
custom-houses  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  seemed  the  simplest  course,  but  that 
had  proved  useless,  for  the  Mexicans  would  not  allow  imports  to  go  into  the 
interior  without  paying  duty  again,  and  when  foreigners  complained  the  only 
reply  was,  an  increase  of  duty.  [A  laugh.]  To  occupy  Vera  Cruz  and 
Tampico,  and  to  seize  on  the  customs,  was,  on  the  one  hand,  to  seize  on  noth- 
ingness, and  on  the  other  to  expose  the  occupants  to  the  disastrous  effects 
of  the  yellow  fever.  That  plan  was,  therefore,  impossible.  There  was  a  pre- 
cedent for  a  more  energetic  course  of  action.  In  1846,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, the  United  States  forces  marched  on  Mexico.  There  was  then  in 
that  unfortunate  country  an  appearance  of  governmental  organization,  which 
has  since  disappeared.    After  a  stay  of  twelve  months  the  claims  were  sat- 
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isfied,  and  the  American  army  was  able  to  leave.  We  might  think  that  by 
similar  means  the  same  results  might  be  attained,  and  that  the  example  of  ^ 
the  United  States  might  be  followed.  Bat  at  Mexico  we  should  have  foond 
ourselves  in  presence  of  a  government  unable  to  keep  its  promises,  even  if 
it  had  the  will  to  do  so— of  a  country  plunged  in  anarchy,  and  of  fifty  men 
who  were  disputing  for  power.  A  long  delay  might  also  have  been  given 
to  Mexico  to  satisfy  the  claims  made  on  her,  on  condition  that  the  people 
would  give  themselves  a  serious  government  which  would  respect  citizens  ' 
and  laws.  It  could  never  enter  into  the  minds  of  the  three  powers  to  im- 
pose a  government  on  the  people  by  force.  The  policy  adopted  by  France 
18  said  to  have  given  umbrage  to  Spain  and  England.  If  that  were  true,  it 
would  not  be  the  fault  of  the  French  government;  but,  thank  God,  that  is 
not  the  case.  Those  powers,  however  they  may  differ  in  opinion,  never  felt 
more  friendly  towards  France.  I  have  official  proofs  of  that  fact.  (The 
minister  then  read  two  despatches  addressed  by  the  French  minister  at 
Madrid  to  the  French  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  then  continued.)  There 
are  two  combinations  in  presence,  that  of  England  and  of  Spain.  England 
would  go  to  Mexico  solely  to  exact  the  reparations  due  to  her,  would  remain 
on  the  coast,  and  not  interfere  with  the  form  of  government.  Spain,  on  the 
contrary,  said  that  nothing  would  be  effected  if  a  government  capable  of 
fulfilling  its  engagements  were  not  established.  France  proposed  a  middle 
course.  It  would  not  be  sufficient  to  remain  on  the  coast  as  England  wished, 
neither  was  the  plan  of  Spain  to  impose  a  form  of  government  considered 
advisable.  If  a  return  to  a  monarchy  in  Mexico  were  possible,  and  the 
country  expressed  its  wishes  to  that  effect,  France  would  support  them  with 
disinterestedness,  but  with  regard  to  any  particular  form  of  government 
she  had  come  to  no  decision.  Negotiations  were  entered  into  on  the  subject 
with  the  two  powers,  and  the  convention  of  the  SIst  October  was  signed. 
It  was  admitted  that  an  expedition  into  the  interior  might  be  made  for  the 
very  purpose  of  not  discouraging  the  oppressed  populations.  It  w&s  desira- 
ble that  a  firm  and  liberal  government  should  be  founded  in  Mexico,  and  in 
that  hypothesis  it  was  necessary  to  seek  what  the  form  of  it  should  be. 
Certain  Mexicans  were  in  favor  of  a  monarchy,  and  the  idea  was  that  a 
foreign  prince  would  be  best  suited.  France  only  said  one  thing:  **  I  declare 
that  I  have  neither  for  my  country  nor  for  the  imperial  family  any  ambition; 
I  wish  for  no  conquest;  I  will  have  the  reparation  which  is  my  due,  and  I 
ask  the  other  governments  whether  they  entertain  the  same  opinion."  A 
prince  occupying  a  disinterested  situation,  who  was  friendly  to  France,  and 
who  was  entitled  to  general  esteem,  was  mentioned,  but  only  in  conversa- 
tion, and  as  an  indication,  and  it  was  so  taken  by  the  two  other  powers. 
The  instructions  given  by  the  English  government  state,  that  if  the  Mexican 
people,  by  a  spontaneous  moven>ent,  placed  an  archduke  on  the  throne,  there 
IS  nothing  in  the  convention  of  London  to  oppose  it;  no  pressure  was  to  be 
exercised  on  the  Mexicans,  who  were  to  consult  their  own  interests.  The 
object  of  the  convention  is  the  reparation  of  injuries  suffered ;  the  means  is 
constraint  by  war.  Declaration  is  made  that  it  will  not  be  limited  to  the 
coast,  but,  if  necessary,  carried  into  the  fnterior;  the  desire  of  the  powers  is 
that  there  should  be  a  counter-blow  on  the  part  of  the  nation  itself.  In  the 
supposition  that  Mexico  would  manifest  a  wish  to  have  a  stronger  and  more 
regular  form  of  government,  declaration  is  made  that  no  power  will  endea- 
vor to  derive  any  personal  advantage.  In  case  of  a  tendency  towards  a 
monarchy,  indication  is  made  that  a  sovereign  which  would  not  give  um- 
brage to  at  least  two  of  the  powers  might  be  named.  The  last  indication 
was  only  subsidiary.  Such  is  the  clear  and  candid  statement  of  the  situa- 
tion of  affairs.  There  are  some  persons  who  find  the  hypothesis  of  the  sub- 
stitution of  a  monarchy  for  a  republic  to  be  shameful.    The  French  govern- 
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ment  deeply  respects  the  independence  of  nations  and  the  principle  of 
national  sovereignty.  The  independence  of  nations  is  a  principle  which 
France  has  written  on  her  flag,  and  with  her  sword  on  Europe.  [Movement.] 
If  we  foresee  any  organization  whatever  which  might  take  place  in  a  coun 
try,  it  would  not  be  to  prepare  obstacles  to  liberty,  of  which  we  know  the  re- 
sources and  the  future.  [Hear,  hear.]  But  there  is  a  country  which  cannot 
be  suspected  of  any  ideas  in  favor  of  monarchy — a  country  which  has  a 
great  respect  for  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  I  allude  to  the  United 
States.  What  is  the  desire  of  that  country?  A  despatch  of  its  President, 
of  the  12th  January,  says:  "Mexico  ought  to  be  a  prosperous  republic.  Is 
It  possible  that  such  a  nation  should  be  abandoned  to  anarchy  and  ruin 
without  our  making  some  effort  to  save  her  If  Shall  the  United  States  allow 
that  country  to  destroy  itself?  A  government  like  that  of  Mexico  which 
cannot  repress  such  attacks  deserts  all  its  duties.  It  is  to  Mexico  that  it  is 
necessary  to  go  and  penetrate  into  the  interior  of  the  country  to  seek  for 
the  guilty  parties.^  It  is  necessary  to  go  to  Mexico  to  seek  reparation  for 
the  past  and  guarantees  for  the  future  Mexico  is  a  nation  adrift.  As  a 
good  neighbor  the  United  States  government  must  hold  out  its  hand  to  pilot 
her.  [Noise.]  If  it  does  not  do  so,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  others 
will  do  it.  [Renewed  agitation.]  Gentlemen,  I  dwell  perhaps  too  much  on 
these  facts,  [No,  no;]  but  I  wish  to  demonstrate  that  for  all  governments 
there  was  but  one  method  of  obtaining  a  redress  of  grievances,  that  of 
striking  a  blow  at  the  heart  of  the  Mexican  government  by  an  occupation 
of  Mexico;  and  but  one  hope,  that  of  seeing  the  people  rise  and  manifest  its 
intentions.  We  have,  then,  here  the  first  point  in  the  debate  clearly  estab- 
lished. There  is  nothing  here  in  common  with  the  rash  hypotheses  invented 
by  men  of  imperfect  information,  who  think  a  great  government  capable  of 
compromising  the  treasure  and  blood  of  France  in  pure  gaiety  of  heart. 
Such  ideas  will  not  find  favor  in  this  assembly.  [Great  applause.]  Gen- 
tlemen, the  use  of  force  was  decided  on,  and  the  three  powers  sent  a  com- 
bined expedition;  Spain  sending  about  7,000  men,  France  2,500,  and  England 
a  fleet  and  some  marines  to  be  employed  for  the  time  ashore.  The  retreat 
of  the  English  has  been  likened  to  that  of  the  Spaniards.  But  I  cannot 
admit  the  resemblance;  I  do  not  explain  facts,  but  only  point  out  a  differ- 
ence. Spain,  convinced  that  it  was  necessary  to  penetrate  to  the  interior, 
sent  an  army.  England  felt  more  hesitation,  and  left  the  affair  in  our  hands, 
not  wishing  to  meddle  with  it.  [Noise.]  Some  English  troops  had  been 
momentarily  disembarked;  they  were  re-embarked  long  before  the  disagree- 
ments that  subsequently  occurred.  We  must  do  justice  to  all.  I  do  not 
blame  or  condemn  any  foreign  power,  but  merely  state  facts;  Europe  will 
judge  them.  The  expedition  started.  Its  object  was  not  to  resume  fruitless 
negotiations,  but  to  overthrow  the  phantom  of  a  government,  to  erect  the 
standard  of  justice,  and  to  give  the  country  an  opportunity  of  fixing,  if  it  so 
wished,  its  own  destinies.  Instead  of  that,  what  took  place  ?  The  three, 
or  rather  four  or  five,  plenipotentiaries  met  with  ideas  essentially  different. 
The  French  agents  had  clear  and  formal  instructions;  England  hesitated, 
not  wishing  to  meddle  with  the  interior  of  Mexico.  The  Spanish  plenipo- 
tentiary, gentlemen,  appears  still  to  have  very  special  ideas  about  Mexico. 
He  believed  in  the  power  of  Juarez;  he  put  trust  in  his  ministers,  and  had 
relations  with  them;  he  had  not  the  feeling  that  dictated  the  treaty  respect- 
ing Spanish  and  French  grievances.  [Movement  ]  The  result  of  all  this  was 
a  mitigation  of  tone.  The  expedition  had  arrived  to  impose  its  will;  it 
made  a  pause,  and  sent  to  Juarez  a  sort  of  ultimatum,  which  appeared  to 
charge  the  very  government  that  it  was  expected  to  fall  with  the  task  of 
reforming  itself.  When,  in  my  former  reply  to  M.  Jules  Favre,  I  said  that 
we  were  en  route,  and  perhaps  even  then  in  Mexico,  I  was  in  error;  nego- 
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tiations  were  then  going  on  with  Juarez,  and  there  were  hopes  of  an  a^ 
rangement  Those  nopes  were  never  entertained  by  France.  We  knew 
that  the  word,  the  signature  of  men  who  had  employed  their  ephemeral  ex- 
istence in  deceiving  foreign  nations  and  oppressing  their  own,  was  value- 
less. [True,  true.]  France,  however,  had  not  the  preponderance  due  to  the 
greatest  number  of  soldiers;  Spain  had  the  strongest  force;  England  kept 
nearly  aloof,  but  had  her  policy.  Under  those  circumstances,  the  French 
plenipotentiaries  submitted  to — or,  more  correctly,  he  should  say  agreed 
to — ^the  experiment.  It  was,  indeed,  useless;  but  it  was  also  dangerous. 
Juarez  found  that  time  was  precious,  and  resolved  npt  to  lose  it.  On  De- 
cember 18  he  promulgated  a  decree  closing  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  and 
declaring  as  traitors  all  who  had  favored  the  cause  of  the  invaders. 
Pardon  was  granted  to  all  Mexicans,  (except  those  whom  the  government 
thought  unworthy  of  it,) — [laughter] — and  the  government  reserved  to 
itselfthe  right  of  judging  individual  cases.  What  Juarez  feared  was,  not 
being  obliged  to  give  a  promise  to  pay,  but  lest  his  compatriots  should 
return  and  put  themselves  at  the  head  of  a  movement.  Gentlemen,  when 
all  this  was  known  in  France,  the  French  government  did  not  hesitate 
to  blame  a  proceeding  that  could  only  lead  to  further  deception.  It  knew 
well  that  Juarez  was  counting  on  the  rainy  season  and  the  yellow  fever 
as  his  allies.  The  expeditionary  corps  arrived  in  January,  and  there  wss 
to  be  no  action  before  April;  thus,  much  time  would  be  lost,  and  Uie 
situation  became  extremely  difficult.  Immediately  that  the  government 
became  aware  of  the  false  route  on  which  it  had  entered,  it  hastened 
to  pronounce  its  opini  'U.  Gentlemen,  I  state  facts,  not  for  yourselves  only, 
but  for  the  general  public.  A  government  like  that  of  the  Emperor  must 
clear  itself  of  the  charge  of  compromising  the  name  of  France;  with  ten 
years  of  glory  behind  us,  we  must  not  have  a  cloud  before  us.  [Great  ap- 
plause.] M.  Thouvenel  wrote  to  his  plenipotentiaries  that  since  conciliation 
did  not  succeed,  it  became  necessary  to  act  with  energy.  Our  minister  at 
Madrid  found  the  sentiments  of  the  Spanish  government  on  this  subject  in 
exact  conformity  with  our  own.  M.  Calderon  Collantes  also  declared  that 
energetic  measures  were  required,  and  that  Spain,  for  her  part,  was  quite 
decided  on  the  point.  [Noise;  interruption.]  An  analogous  conversation 
also  took  place  in  London  between  our  ambassador  and  Earl  Russell.  Lord 
Eussell  admitted  that  a  more  rapid  action  would  have  been  desirable;  but  I 
must  repeat  that  the  English  cabinet  never  abandoned  its  reserve  about  the 
interior  of  Mexico.  Its  circumspection  on  that  point  has  never  been  caught 
tripping.  [Movement]  Energetic  action  was  then  resolved.  But  whilst 
this  long  correspondence  with  Europe  and  the  internal  negotiations  were 
being  carried  on,  Juarez  was  adopting,  with  a  reckless  tyranny,  the  most 
violent  measures  for  stifling  within  the  country  any  opinions  hostile  to  his 
interests.  With  this  view  he  issued  a  decree  which  was  a  monument  oi 
sanguinary  tyranny — the  penalty  of  death  inscribed  sixteen  or  seventeen 
times:  Any  foreigner  found  with  arms  to  be  sent  to  the  galleys  for  ten  years; 
any  armed  Mexican  to  be  put  to  death!  Such  was  the  reply  made  by  the 
Mexican  government  to  the  appeal  made  by  the  three  powers  to  the  popula- 
tions. In  presence  of  those  facts  the  convention  of  Soledad  was  signed,  a 
convention  negotiated  by  General  Prim  alone,  and  afterwards  accepted  by 
the  plenipotentiaries.  But  whilst  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  pro- 
voke the  establishment  in  another  government  in  Mexico,  the  first  thing 
done  by  General  Prim  was  to  give  a  sort  of  moral  recognition  to  the  power 
of  Juarez.  He  stipulates  that  negotiations  should  be  negotiated  in  April; 
he  asks  permission  for  the  allied  troops  to  occupy  healthy  quarters;  be 
promises  to  retrograde  to  the  pestilential  regions  if  the  negotiations  fail 
Our  sick  are  confided  to  the  proved  loyalty  of  the  Mexican  government,  and 
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the  Mexican  flag  is  to  float  on  the  forts  of  Vera  Crnz  by  the  side  of  those  of 
Prance,  England,  and  Spain.  Such  ^conditions  were  contrary  to  the  policy 
of  the  French  government;  they  were  very  deplorable. 

A  Voice.     Humiliating. 

M.  Billault.  The  journals  have  said  that  the  Emperor^s  government  has 
demanded  of  Spain  the  recall  of  General  Prim;  but  the  Emperor's  govern- 
ment is  studious  only  of  its  own  dignity,  and  leaves  to  other  nations  the 
care  of  their  own  [Great  applause.]  It  has  confined  itself  to  disavowing 
the  convention  of  Soledad  as  contrary  to  the  honor  of  France. 

A  Voice.    So  it  was. 

M.  Billault.  It  was  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  our  allies  shared  this 
sentiment.  M.  Barrot  wrote  that  the  Spanish  government  also  blamed  the 
convention  of  Soledad;  that  the  president  of  the  council  acknowledged  the 
fault  committed,  and  was  ready,  if  any  conservative  party  made  an  effort 
in  Mexico,  to  support  it  with  the  moral  authority  of  Spain.  M.  Barrot  de- 
clared that  the  Emperor's  government  would  never  allow  French  soldiers  to 
leave  Mexico  humiliated.  [Hear,  hear.]  The  Duke  de  Tetuan  said  that 
Spain  would  do  as  much  for  her  flag,  and  would  shrink  from  no  sacrifice. 
[Sensation.]  Thus  Spain  seemed  to  coincide  with  us  as  to  the  convention 
of  Soledad.  New  instructions  were  sent  off"  to  Mexico.  The  command  of 
the  troop's  was  given  to  General  de  Lorencez,  the  diplomatic  direction  to 
M.  de  Saligny,  who  was  told  to  make  the  reparation  of  French  grievances 
the  principal  point,  and  to  give  moral  aid  to  the  establishment  of  a  govern- 
ment offering  some  security,  but  not  to  impose  it.  We  have  no  wish  to  im- 
pose any  particular  form  of  government;  all  we  want  is  a  real  government  of 
some  kind.  In  the  meantime  circumstances  occurred  which  rendered  the  con- 
vention impossible.  The  French  residents  were  worse  treated  than  ever,  and 
Juarez's  sanguinary  decree  of  25th  January  was  enforced.  All  Mexicans  were 
threatened  with  death  if  they  took  part  in  the  municipal  government  of  Vera 
Cruz  while  the  French  occupied  it.  Could  such  a  state  of  things  be  endured  ? 
(The  honorable  minister  here  read  letters  from  General  Prim  to  Admiral 
Jurien,  to  the  effect  that  negotiations  were  useless,  and  that  energetic  action 
was  the  only  course.)  These  letters  were  dated  20th  and  21st  March,  but  on 
the  23d,  the  general  again  wrote  to  inform  the  admiral  that  he  was  prepared  to 
take  his  departure.  What  was  the  cause  of  this  sudden  change  ?  Why,  the 
presence  of  General  Almonte  with  the  French  troops.  In  his  letters  of  the 
20th  and  21st  General  Prim  was  in  favor  of  vigorous  means;  but  did  not 
the  state  of  things  call  for  some  other  measures  7  And  was  not  the  French 
commissioner  right  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  from  Juarez  a  serious  amnesty, 
and  in  demanding  that  the  Mexicans  should  have  an  opportunity  of  mani- 
festing their  sentiments  freely?  But  the  resistance  of  the  Spanish  commis- 
sioner was  absolute  on  this  last  point.  As  to  the  presence  of  Almonte  in 
the  French  camp,  the  French  admiral  informed  General  Prim  that  the  Mexi- 
can emigrants  had  not  left  Vera  Cruz  under  the  protection  of  the  French 
troops  with  his  (the  admiral's)  consent;  in  his  opinion  they  ought  to  have 
waited  for  the  armistice.  It  thus  appears  that  both  policies  were  agreed  on 
the  necessity  of  putting  down  Juarez,  but  differed  on  the  point  of  giving 
the  Mexicans  an  opportunity  of  making  known  their  wishes.  Yet  other 
populations  have  been  consulted  in  the  same  way.  [Hear,  hear.]  Were 
they  not  aided  by  the  French  flag,  which,  the  Hon.  M.  Jules  Favre  will  ac- 
knowledge, was  not  regarded  by  them  as  a  foreign  flag  ?  Were  they  not 
by  that  flag  delivered  from  tyrannical  governments  ?  [Hear.]  What  you 
like  beyond  the  mountains  you  do  not  approve  of  beyond  the  seas  I  [Loud 
approbation.]  The  allied  commissioners  held  their  last  conference  at  Orizaba, 
on  the  llth  April.  From  the  procis-verbal  of  that  sitting,  M.  Jules  Favre 
quoted  only  the  words  of  the  foreign  commissioners  opposed  to  the  right  of 
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France,  but  not  a  word  of  the  two  plenipotentiaries  who  upheld  the  interests 
of  our  country.  [Hear.]  Surely,  in  a,  French  assembly,  discussing  Frendi 
interests,  the  opinions  of  our  representatives  ought  to  be  held  in  more  honor. 
[Hear,  hear.]  When  the  last  conference  met,  the  allied  commissioners  were 
no  longer  agreed.  Sir  Charles  Wyke  had  always  been  disposed  to  treat 
with  Juarez.  England  seemed  then  to  have  forgotten  all  the  conventions 
violated  for  twenty-five  years  past;  but  I  have  not  to  discuss  that  point 
One  of  our  representatives  at  that  conference  was  Admiral  Jurien  de  la 
Gravi^re,  and  I  may  here  be  permitted  to  render  well-merited  homage  to  his 
straightforward  and  generous  character.  Admiral  Jurien  acquitted  himself 
of  the  task  with  the  utmost  composure,  but  with  a  feeling  of  our  numerical 
inferiority  as  compared  with  the  Spaniards — ^they  were  6,000,  we  only  1,200. 
Well,  what  said  Admiral  Jurien,  in  whose  words  I  am  sure  you  have  the 
utmost  confidence  ?  [Yes,  yes.]  He  declared  that  nowhere  had  he  ever 
seen  such  terror,  more  arbitrary  spoliation,  or  more  crushing  oppression. 
And  when  he  thus  judged  the  situation  he  entirely  set  aside  all  projects 
relative  to  the  Archduke  Maximilian.  "Monarchy  is  not  the  question,''  said 
he  ;  "a  moral  and  respected  government  is  the  thing  wanted;  the  majority 
of  the  population  wishes  to  see. an  end  of  anarchy,  but  dare  not  speak  out, 
and  awaits  our  arrival  at  Mexico.''  And  he  adds,  ''It  is  impossible  to  treat 
with  a  government  which  allows  sanguinary  executions,  and  issues  edicts 
of  death :  our  troops  must  go  to  Mexico."  I  now  return  to  the  letters  of 
20th,  21st,  and  23d  March.  All  must  have  been  struck  by  seeing  General 
Prim,  who  in  the  first  two  letters  considered  that  the  vexatious  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  government  ought  to  decide  the  allies  to  act,  announces  in  the 
third  his  intention  of  quitting  Mexico  with  his  troops.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  motives  of  such  a  determination  was  that  a  conference  had  taken  place 
between  him,  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  and  two  Mexican  ministers,  one  of  whom  was 
M.  Etcheverin,  an  uncle  of  the  general.  [Ah,  ah !]  No  suspicions  mus^ 
however,  be  entertained,  and  General  Prim  is  a  man  who,  setting  aside  his 
dissent  with  France,  and  whatever  may  be  the  feelings  entertained  of  his 
conduct,  must  not  be  suspected.  [Noise.]  It  is  my  desire,  as  well  as 
the  will  of  the  Emperor,  whatever  may  be  our  temporary  disaccord  with  two 
great  powers,  to  observe  every  courtesy  in  my  remarks.  [Hear,  hear.]  I 
shall,  therefore,  refrain  from  making  any  insinuations,  but  let  facts  speak  for 
themselves.  France  demanded  an  energetic  reparation,  and  would  not  have 
been  sorry  to  place  Mexico  in  a  position  to  declare  herself  on  the  form  of 
government  she  wished.  The  allies  were  all  agreed  on  that  point,  and  every- 
one co-operated  more  or  less  for  that  accepted  object.  When  we  arrived  at 
the  practical  means,  England  drew  back;  and  when  France  persevered  in  the 
plan  concerted  in  common,  Spain  in  her  turn  withdrew.  General  Almonte 
IS  said  to  be  the  motive  of  that  retirement.  I  am  astonished  at  such  pre- 
occupation on  the  part  of  General  Prim,  particularly  after  a  previous  fact 
A  general  who  had  performed  a  much  more  decided  part  than  General 
Almonte — Miramon — presented  himself  on  the  coast  of  Mexico.  England 
arrested  him,  and,  without  consulting  the  other  powers,  sent  him  back  to  the 
Antilles.  General  Prim  complained  of  such  conduct,  and  his  government 
approved  of  his  having  done  so,  and  recommended  him  to  use  his  efiforts  to 
prevent  anything  of  the  kind  taking  place  in  future.  How  was  it  that 
General  Almonte  did  not  meet  with  similar  feelings  on  the  part  of  General 
Prim  ?  Why  did  the  latter  forget  the  principle  proclaimed  by  his  govern- 
ment ?  The  French  troops  arrived  in  Mexico  in  January ;  the  Spaniards 
had  preceded  them,  and  every  one  in  Europe  expected  that  in  the  following 
month  the  afiair  would  be  settled,  and  that  the  French  flag  would  float  at 
Mexico.  No  one  ever  calculated  on  diplomatic  negotiations  of  three  months 
duration.    (General  Almonte  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  1st  March;  with  the 
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conviction  that  he  should  find  his  country  opened  to  him,  and  the  Mexican 
nation  restored  to  liberty.  Let  it  not  be  said,  therefore,  that  he  had  been 
sent  from  France  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  civil  war.  There  was  no 
occasion  for  such  a  war.  What  France  desired  was  that  every  Mexican 
citizen  might  express  his  sentiments  freely  as  to  the  government  wished 
for  by  the  country.  So  long  as  (General  Almonte  was  under  the  shelter  of 
the  French  flag  he  only  issued  one  proclamation,  and  that  was  after  the 
rupture  of  the  negotiations.  France  only  protected  him  against  the  decree 
of  the  25th  January,  which  entailed  the  penalty  of  death  on  those  who 
returned  to  their  country.  General  Almonte  was  not  a  proscribed  man  ; 
he  had  quitted  the  country  of  his  own  free  will  Not  considering  himself 
safe  at  Vera  Cruz,  he  followed  one  of  the  French  battalions  into  the  interior. 
At  Cordova,  the  commander  of  that  force  was  called  on  to  give  him  up,  but 
that  officer  indignantly  refused.  General  Robli,  whose  character  is  entitled 
to  general  respect,  having  been  suspected  of  having  had  a  conversation 
with  the  French  general  during  the  kind  of  armistice  which  followed  the 
convention  of  La  Soledad,  was  taken  with  a  lasso  like  a  wild  beast,  and 
immediately  shot.  Who  after  that  will  say  that  France  ought  to  deliver  up 
(General  Almonte  7     [Numerous  marks  of  assent.] 

M.  Jules  Favre.  We  demand  that  he  should  not  follow  our  army,  and 
that  he  should  be  sent  back  to  Europe. 

M.  Bi)lault.  The  men  with  whom  you  sympathize  asked  to  have  him 
^iven  up  to  them,  and  that  was  consigning  him  to  death.  This  sympathy 
Beeros  to  me  very  strange.  Is,  then,  the  name  of  republican  powerful  enough 
to  excuse  all  that  is  wrong  as  well  as  all  that  is  right ;  and  is  it  enough  for 
a  man  to  have  republican  printed  in  his  hat  to  enable  him  to  oppress  his 
country? 

M.  Jules  Favre.  We  abhor  all  tyrannies,  even  those  that  disguise  them- 
selves.    [Exclamations.] 

M.  Billault  Tyrannies  that  disguise  themselves  are  those  which  recog- 
Dize  the  national  sovereignty,  but  only  respect  it  when  it  obeys  them. 
[Lively  applause.]  There  is  no  French  soldier  that  would  not  have  thought 
himself  dishonored  if  Almonte  had  been  given  up.  [Hear,  hear.J  No  states- 
man could  have  recommended  it.  We  were  importing  into  Mexico  ideas  of 
*  civilization  and  public  rights,  and  could  not  act  in  contradiction  to  them. 
When  the  French  flag  shall  float  on  the  walls  of  Mexico,  the  generosity  of 
the  government  will  not  be  in  default.  An  appeal  will  be  made  to  all 
opinions,  and  liberty  will  be  made  to  triumph.  Liberty  loves  such  opera- 
tions ;  so  does  France,  and  she  has  protected  them  with  her  arms  in  Italy. 
[Great  applause.]  Do  not,  therefore,  give  undue  prominence  to  what  has 
been  done  relative  to  Prince  Maximilian.  The  main  object  is  to  obtain  just 
reparation  ;  the  main  object  is  to  bring  every  Mexican  citizen  to  the  poll 
to  give  his  opinion  on  the  tyranny  of  Juarez.  [Applause.]  Let  the  Mexicans 
pronounce,  and  if  Juarez  suits  them,  so  let  it  be.  [Laughter  and  applause.] 
To  sum  up,  gentlemen,  we  have  broken  the  convention  of  Soledad  because 
it  was  contrary  to  instructions ;  because  the  government  of  Juarez,  during 
two  months,  far  from  preventing  vexations  and  afironts,  has  itself  authorized 
them  ;  because,  in  demanding  the  delivery  of  Almonte,  it  has  sought  to  dis- 
honor our  flag.  When  the  convention  was  broken,  the  Spaniards  retired. 
But  I  forgot  to  say  a  few  words  on  another  motive  assigned  to  the  rupture, 
namely :  the  pecuniary  claims  and  the  ultimatum  of  our  representative.  I 
shall  not  dwell  on  these  points,  gentlemen;  but  there  is  a  subject  that  is 
profoundly  painful  for  the  ministers  of  a  loyal  government.  Calumny  is 
fertile  in  resources,  and  employs  strange  weapons.  You  say  that  we  nave 
stopped  the  Times  newspaper  ;  it  has  not  been  stopped. 

A  voice.    But  other  papers  have  been  stopped. 
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M.  Billault.  That  is  true,  and  requires  explanation.  There  exists  in 
Paris,  gentlemen,  about  a  score  of  men,  chiefly  French,  whose  business  it  i« 
to  transmit  to  foreign  journals  the  most  odious  calumnies  against  the  Em- 
peror's ministers.  What  can  we  do  ?  We  do  not  know  either  the  calumni- 
ators or  the  sources  of  their  information.  Such  matter  could  not  be  pub- 
lished in  France;  it  would  be  speedily  and  severely  repressed ;  but  it  is  sent 
abroad,  and  thence  returns  to  France.  And  thus  does  calumny  make  the 
tour  of  Europe.  This  organization  of  calumny  is  odious  and  abominable, 
[True,  true  I J  and  renders  the  situation  of  an  honest  man  well  nigh  intolera- 
ble. Gentlemen,  the  memorandum  of  M.  de  Saligny  was  in  two  parts. 
There  was,  first,  an  estimate  of  twelve  millions  of  piastres  to  repair  wrongs 
done  to  our  countrymen.  Those  were  very  numerous;  at  Vera  Cruz  alone 
there  were  300  applications.  But  you  have  called  this  sum  excessive.  Ad- 
mitting it  for  the  moment,  I  may  observe  that  all  the  claims  are  to  be  veri- 
fied by  a  committee,  that  is  to  say,  by  a  French  committee.  There  is  also 
something  else,  the  Jecker  contract.  This  last  has  been  the  object  of  all 
80i*ts  of  insinuations,  based  on  the  despatches  of  Sir  C.  Wyke  I  do  not 
speak  of  these  despatches,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  the  English 
claims.  Spain  in  this  matter  has  been  clear  and  precise.  England  less  so, 
but  she  has  made  no  opposition.  Let  us  see  what  this  Jecker  afi*air  is. 
Miramon  was  still  in  power.  He  was  at  Mexico  at  the  beginning  of  1860, 
whilst  Juarez  called  himself  president  at  Vera  Cruz.  Miramon,  who  is  not 
better  than  Juarez,  coined  money,  laid  his  hands  on  all  he  could,  and  made 
a  loan  with  the  house  of  Jecker.  He  said  to  Jecker:  I  will  give  you  fifteen 
million  piastres  (75  millions  of  francs)  in  bills,  chargeable  by  fifth  parts  on 
the  customs.  Every  trader  who  shall  have  100  francs  to  pay  in  customs 
duties  shall  pay  20  francs  in  these  bills,  and  you  will  negotiate  them  as  well 
as  you  can.  Jecker  accepts  the  75  millions  of  francs  in  bills,  and  he  says 
that  he  has  paid  back  three  millions  of  piastres.  [Interruption  on  the  bench 
where  M.  Jules  Favre  was  sitting.]  I  shall  be  glad  to  reply  to  the  inter- 
ruption. Jecker  issued  the  bills;  traders,  some  of  them  French,  took  them; 
it  was  possible  to  get  them  at  a  discount,  and  to  pay  20  francs  with  what 
had  been  bought  for  five  francs  or  six  francs.  You  will  see,  gentlemen,  that 
we  had  an  interest  in  this  situation.  A  negotiation  with  the  minister  cf, 
Juarez  had  been  opened  before  the  rupture,  and  that  minister  had  shown 
some  complaisance.  He  said  he  would  adhere  to  the  negotiation,  begging 
only  that  it  might  be  conducted  with  caution,  as  not  likely  to  put  the  con- 
gress in  good  humor. 

M.  Jules  Favre.    Read  the  document  which  proves  it. 

Numerous  voices.     No,  no.    Do  not  read  it. 

M.  Billault.  I  affirm  it,  and  that  is  sufficient.  [Hear,  hear.]  I  affirm  that 
the  Mexican  minister  has  admitted  the  principle  of  the  debt,  and  said  that 
it  should  be  settled.  The  honorable  minister  than  read  a  despatch  from  M. 
Thouvenel  to  M.  de  Saligny  on  the  subiect  of  the  indemnities  claimed 
Everything,  continued  the  honorable  minister,  has  been  clear  and  precise. 
It  is  not  the  financial  affair  which  has  led  to  a  rupture,  and  cannot  furnish 
any  grounds  for  the  calumnies  which  have  been  propagated.  The  financial 
question  will  be  settled  according  to  justice.  A  complete  difference  of 
opinion  existed  between  the  plenipotentiaries  as  to  the  policy  to  be  followed. 
Hopes  were  entertained  between  Juarez  and  Spain  of  a  treaty,  which  have 
not  been  realized.  As  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  he  made  a  treaty.  He  obtained 
all  the  pecuniary  reparations  he  desired.  Knowing,  however,  the  value  of 
such  promises,  he  required  guarantees,  and  there  were  given  to  him  those  of 
a  loan  of  money  promised  to  Mexico  by  the  United  States  in  exchange  for 
certain  Mexican  provinces ;  but  will  the  treaty  entered  into  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  bo  confirmed  at  Washington  ?    We  have  reason 
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to  hope  that  it  will  not.  Tho  English  government  refused  its  sanction  to 
the  treaty  signed  by  its  representative — [approbation] — as  it  would  be 
sanctioning  the  sale  of  the  Mexican  territory  to  the  United  States.  [Hear, 
hear.]  Of  the  three  powers  which  arrived  in  Mexico  two  have  left,  the 
English,  in  the  first  place,  without  any  violation  of  their  engagements,  and 
next  the  Spaniards.  We  have  nothing  to  say  as  to  the  conduct  of  Spain ; 
you  are  now  able  to  judge  of  it.  France  remains  alone,  with  a  handful  of 
ineo,because  the  flag  of  France  does  not  willingly  draw  back,  notwithstanding 
the  advice  given  to  do  so.  In  the  instructions  sent  to  the  representatives 
of  France  in  Mexico  as  to  their  conduct  in  this  new  situation,  it  is  declared 
that  is  not  from  the  French  camp  but  from  the  country  itself  that  the  political 
regeneration  of  Mexico  must  proceed.  A  last  instruction  has  been  sent  to 
Mexico ;  the  character  of  which  deeply  affects  the  chamber,  the  country,  and 
Europe.  It  was  given  directly  by  the  Emperor  when,  in  accepting  that  isolated 
Bituation,  he  wished  to  give  confidence  and  resolution  to  the  soldiers  engaged. 
The  Emperor  wrote  to  General  de  Lorencez:  "It  is  against  my  interest,  my 
origin,  and  tqj  principles  to  impose  any  kind  of  government  on  Mexico;  let 
the  Mexican  nation  give  it«elf  any  form  of  government  that  will  suit  it. 
We  only  ask  for  sincerity  in  its  relations,  and  only  desire  the  happiness  of 
that  fine  country  under  a  regular  and  stable  government."  [General  marks 
of  approbation.]  It  is  not  without  astonishment  that  I  heard  an  honorable 
gentleman  propose  his  programme — treat,  and  then  retire.  What  treaty 
can  be  obtained  from  Mexico.  Promises  might  be  had,  but  what  reliance  can 
be  placed  on  them  ?  When  the  honor  of  France  is  engaged,  every  French 
heart  would  recoil  from  such  cowardice.  [Movement.]  What  a  shame ! 
[Yes,  yes.]  What  I  shall  the  flag  of  France,  which  has  triumphed  over  the 
illustrious,  retire  without  honor  from  Mexico?  I  am  sure  that  the  patriotism 
of  the  learned  gentleman  did  not  suggest  th^  advice  he  gave  in  the  heat  of 
bis  speech.  [A  laugh  ]  You  say  that  we  have  no  enemies,  only  debtors, 
in  Mexico;  but  when  nations  are  debtors,  and  refuse  to  satisfy  their  creditors, 
there  are  no  other  judges  but  God  and  forC'C.  You  forget  that  our  patience 
has  been  tried  for  five  and  twenty  years,  that  all  the  people  of  America 
have  their  eyes  upon  us,  and  that  if  we  withdraw  without  attaining  our 
object  every  Frenchman  in  the  New  World'must  also  abandon  his  interests, 
and  follow  in  the  train  of  our  flag.  |  Hear,  hear.]  No  I  Our  honor  is  engaged, 
and  justice  we  must  have.  Let  this  Mexican  ^govern men  t  disappear  before  the 
face  of  France,  or  let  it  take  a  more  serious  form,  which  may  offer  some 
security  for  the  future.  We  do  not  wish  to  establish  there  one  of  those 
governments  which  only  live  by  foreign  breath;  we  want  pecuniary  satis- 
faction for  our  plui)dered  countrymen — military  satisfaction  for  the  honor  of 
our  soldiers — diplomatic  satisfaction  for  the  dignity  of  France.  If  we  do  not 
obtain  them,  if  the  nation  is  so  worn  out  that  it  cannot  revive  to  honesty 
and  order,  then  we  will  do  ourselves  justice,  and  leave  it  to  its  evil  fate. 
But  let  us  have  no  doubts  as  to  the  justness  of  this  war.  Let  us  say  that 
it  is  just,  necessary,  legitimate,  i^nd  let  our  soldiers  be  assured  that  you, 
as  well  as  the  Emperor,  give  them  all  your  sympathies ;  that  the  whole 
country  is  at  their  backs,  and  that  the  flag  of  France  will  never  cease  to  be 
the  flag  of  right,  justice,  civilization,  aud  liberty.     [Loud  cheers.] 

(The  honorable  minister  resumed  his  seat  in  the  midst  of  a  double  salvo 
of  applause.) 

The  five  sections  of  the  war  department  were  then  successively  agreed  to; 
and  the  ensemble  of  the  bill  relative  to  the  supplementary  credits  of  1868 
was  adopted  unanimously  by  256  votes.    The  sitting  then  terminated. 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  64 36 
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Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward,  \ 

[Extrocts.] 

No.  168.J  Paris;  Jvly  9,  1862. 

Sm:  On  Friday  last  three  despatches  from  Mexico  to  the  Emperor  are  said 
to  have  arrived — one  from  Monsieur  Saligny,  the  others  from  Generals 
Almonte  and  Miranda. 

The  despatch  from  the  first  is  said  to  be  an  able  exposi  of  the  condition 
of  things  in  Mexico,  and  the  necessity  of  energetic  action  on  the  part  of 
France.  Under  its  influence  it  was  resolved  on  Saturday  to  send  out  twenty- 
five  thousand  men,  with  a  large  fleet,  made  up  of  four  cuirassed .  frigates, 
and  a  large  number  of  ships.  The  fleet,  indeed,  it  is  said,  will  be  out  of 
proportion  to  the  size  and  numerical  strength  of  the  armament,  although 
that  be  a  large  one,  and  hence  it  is  inferred  it  is  intended  to  look  at  us. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 
His  Excellency  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^c,  ^c,  SfC. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton, 


No.  201.1  Department  of  State, 

WaMngton,  August  23,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  August  8  (No.  182)  has  been  received. 

The  information  it  gives  concerning  the  relations  of  France  towards 
Mexico  is  interesting  and  important.  The  position  of  the  United  States  in 
regard  to  the  war  between  France  and  Mexico  has  been  taken,  and  will  be 
maintained.  This  government,  relying  on  the  explanations  which  have  been 
made  by  France,  regards  the  conflict  as  a  war  involving  claims  by  France 
which  Mexico  has  failed  to  adjust  to  the  satisfaction  of  her  adversary,  and 
it  avoids  intervention  between  the  belligerents.  You  will  have  learned 
from  the  press  that  the  Mexican  government  has  negotiated  drafts  upon  the 
United  States  based  on  the  treaties  which  Mr.  Corwin  negotiated,  and  which 
have  not  been  ratified.  Some  of  the  drafts  have  reached  this  department, 
and,  of  course,  they  were  protested.  I  assume  that  it  is  understood  in 
Europe  that  these  drafts  are  unauthorized  by  this  government,  and  were 
made  without  its  knowledge,  but  certainly  it  may  be  well  for  you  to  state 
these  facts  to  M.  Thouvenel. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  SfC,,  ^c. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  182.]  Paris.  Augud  8,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  not  written  you  for  some  time  past  about  Mexican  affairs, 
because  I  have  felt  that  you  already  understand  the  intentions  of  this  gov- 
ernment in  the  premises  as  well  as  can  be  gathered  from  their  declarations. 
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I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  they  mean  otherwise  than  as  the7*have  here- 
tofore stated.  They  will  get  their  large  reinforcements  to  Vera  Cruz  and 
disembark  them  after  the  sickly  season,  and  march  to  Mexico  if  they  can. 
They  have,  however,  lost  faith,  as  I  am  informed,  in  Almonte,  and  are  not 
further  disposed  to  jeopard  their  cause  by  identifying  it  with  him  or  his 
interests.     In  the  meantime  I  learn  from  a  private  despatch  (which  I  have 

seen)  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  Mexico  to ,  that 

the  government  of  Juarez  yet  entertains  a  hope  of  being  able  to  induce  the 
government  of  France  to  negotiate  with  it,  and  thus  end  the  invasion.  This 
hope,  however,  is  fcunded  principally  upon  the  mistaken  belief  that  France 
would  not  send  out  to  Mexico  further  reinforcements.  If  a  fair  opening  shall 
occur  by  which  she,  France,  can  retire  with  her  honor,  her  disposition,  I 
think,  will  be  to  do  so.  General  Concha,  the  newly  arrived  ambassador 
from  Spain  at  this  court,  will  be  received,  it  is  said,  at  an  early  day.  An 
attempt  is  being  made  through  the  journals  to  induce  a  belief  that  Spain  is 
willing  again  to  co-operate  with  France  in  Mexico.  That  she  wishes  to 
re-establish  the  friendly  feeling  and  intercourse  between  the  two  countries 
(slightly  clouded  by  the  retirement  of  General  Prim  from  Mexico)  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  but  I  cannot  suppose  that  she  will  for  a  moment  enter  into  any 
new  arrangement  inconsistent  with  the  original  convention  adopted  in 
London  between  the  three  powers.  General  Miramon  has  again  left  France 
and  sailed,  or  is  about  to  sail,  with  his  family  for  the  United  States. 

I  have  been  informed  that  certain  ofiScials  of  the  government  of  Guatemala, 
in  Paris,  have  said  that  it  was  not,  and  had  not  in  any  event  been,  the  in- 
tention of  that  country  to  connect  itself  with  Mexico,  but  that  should  Mexico 
adopt  another  form  of  government,  it  would  probably  follow  her  example. 
The  fact  is  that  the  great  body  of  the  citizens  of  Central  America  (so  far  as 
I  can  judge  from  their  representatives  at  this  court)  have  a  very  imperfect 
idea  of  what  republican  government  is. 

There  is  nothing  specially  new  or  interesting  here  at  this  moment.  The 
Emperor's  fete,  which  takes  place  the  15th  instant,  is  now,  by  anticipation, 
attracting  the  attention  of  Paris.  Great  preparations  are  being  made  for 
its  celebration.  Amongst  other  matters,  the  Emperor  on  that  day  receives 
the  officers  of  state,  and  the  whole  diplomatic  corps  dine  with  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 

His  Excellency  Wiluam  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^r^.,  4(^.,  4^. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  206.]  Paris,  October  6,  1862. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  request,  I  have  called  the  attention  of  M.  Thouvenel  to« 
the  case  of  Mr.  Moquardt,  an  American  citizen,  resident  in  Vera  Cruz,  who 
complains  of  ill  usage  at  the  hands  of  certain  French  officers  and  soldiers 
there. 

M.  Thouvenel  said  he  would  be  compelled  to  communicate  with  the  French 
authorities  at  Vera  Cruz  before  he  could  give  an  answer  to  the  complaint. 
At  his  request,  I  left  with  him  your  despatch,  to  be  road  and  then  returned. 

It  is  not  probable  that  a  final  reply  to  our  claim  for  indemnity,  in  behalf 


548  PRESENT  CONDITION   OP    MEXICO. 

of  Mr.  Mbquardt,  will  be  given  before  this  govemment  shall  hear  from  Vera 
Cruz. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 
His  Excellency  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  <ibc.,  dh.,  dc. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Sevoard. 


No.  214.]  Paws,  October  23,  1862. 

Sir:  In  view  of  the  numerous  statements  which  we  find  in  the  public  jour- 
nals of  an  intent  upon  the  part  of  France  to  take  and  hold  permanent  pos- 
session of  Mexico,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  enclose  you  the  within  slip.  It 
is  possible  that  the  letter  of  the  Emperor  to  General  de  Lorencez,  which  it 
contains,  you  may  not  have  seen.  In  it  you  will  remark  that  his  Majesty 
reiterates  the  sentiment  so  often  expressed  to  us  through  Mr.  Thouvenel. 
He  says:  "  It  is  contrary  to  my  interest,  my  origin,  and  my  principles,  to  im- 
pose any  kind  of  government  whatever  on  the  Mexican  people;  they  may 
freely  choose  that  which  suits  them  best, "  &c. 

This  letter  was  written  after  the  large  increase  of  re-enforcements  had  been 
ordered  to  Mexico;  which  re-enforcements,  by  the  way,  have  been,  it  is  said, 
still  further  increased.  The  letter  will  likewise  assure  you  that,  if  the  future 
shall  show  that  you  have  mistaken  in  any  degree  the  purposes  of  France  in 
Mexico,  you  will  have  acted  under  warrant  from  the  highest  authority. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 

His  Excellency  Wiluam  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  &c.,  dbc.^  dbc. 

A  letter  from  Vera  Cruz,  of  the  18th  September,  in  the  Constttiitionnel,  says: 

"Letters  have  been  received  froVn  the  city  of  Mexico  to  the  13th,  and  for 
the  first  time  for  several  weeks  we  hear  something  of  what  is  going  on  in 
the  capital.  The  greatest  confusion  prevails  in  the  government  since  the 
departure  of  Doblado,  who  has  retired  into  his  native  State,  taking  with  him 
1,000  men,  a  whole  convoy  of  wagons,  and  a  great  part  of  the  archives  of 
his  ministry.  No  one  exactly  knows  what  his  projects  are,  but  the  expectation 
is  that  he  will  soon  be  seen  at  the  head  of  a  party  favorable  to  the  interven- 
tion. The  death  of  General  Saragoza  is  an  irreparable  loss  for  the  Juarist  party. 
He  was  the  very  soul  of  the  army,  and  had  acquired  an  authority  very  rare 
in  this  unfortunate  country.  Uraga,  Ortega,  and  Comonfort  are  preparing 
to  dispute  the  vacant  post,  but  neither  of  them  is  capable  of  filling  it  prop- 
erly. Articles  have  been  published  in  the  Mexican  journals  by  order  of 
Juarez,  in  which  the  French  are  represented  as  carrying  on  a  complete  sav- 
age warfare,  pillaging  and  burning  all  that  falls  in  their  way.  Those  in- 
'famous  calumnies  have  caused  great  irritation  among  the  troops  at  Orizaba. 
Our  conununications  with  that  place  are  very  diflScult,  not  on  account  of  the 
enemy,  but  from  the  bad  state  of  the  roads  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  rains. 
General  de  Lorencez  has  published,  in  an  order  of  the  day,  the  following  let- 
ter addressed  to  him  by  the  Emperor: 

"  *  My  Dear  General:  I  learnt  with  pleasure  the  brilliant  afiair  of  the 
Cumbrfes,  and  with  mortification  the  check  experienced  in  the  attack  against 
Puebla.    It  is  the  fate  of  war  to  see  reverses  at  times  obscure  the  splendor 
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of  success;  but  that  is  not  a  reason  for  being  discouraged.  The  honor  of  the 
country  is  engaged,  and  you  will  be  supported  by  all  the  resources  which 
you  could  look  for,  and  of  which  you  may  stand  in  need.  Be  to  the  troops 
under  your  orders  the  interpreter  of  my  entire  satisfaction  at  their  courage 
and  perseverance  in  supporting  fatigues  and  privations.  However  distant 
they  may  be,  my  solicitude  is  always  with  them.  I  approve  of  your  con- 
duct, although  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  well  understood  by  every  one. 
You  did  right  to  protect  Greneral  Almonte,  since  he  is  at  war  with  the  pres- 
ent government  of  Mexico.  All  those  who  seek  a  shelter  under  your  flag 
have  the  same  right  to  your  protection.  But  all  that  must  not  in  any  way 
influence  your  conduct  for  the  future.  It  is  contrary  to  my  interest,  my  origin, 
and  my  principles  to  impose  any  kind  of  goverment  whatever  on  the  Mexican 
people;  they  may  freely  choose  that  which  suits  them  best.  AllI  demand  from 
them  is  sincerity  in  their  relations  with  foreign  nations,  and  I  only  desire  one 
thing — the  prosperity  and  independence  of  that  fine  country  under  a  stable 
and  regular  government.     I  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  sentiments. 

" '  NAPOLEON.' 

"  Such  a  formal  declaration,  emanating  direct  from  the  Emperor,  has  pro- 
duced an  excellent  effect,  and  will  greatly  facilitate  what  lemains  to  be  done. 
Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravifere,  a  few  hours  after  his  arrival,  published  an 
order  of  the  day  addressed  to  the  oflScers  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  to  the 
Bcamen  engaged  in  the  Mexican  expedition,  in  which  he  announces  his  return, 
and  calls  on  them  to  continue  to  merit  well  of  their  country  by  persevering 
in  the  courage  and  devotedness  of  which  they  have  given  such  proofs  since 
tlicir  arrival  in  the  country." 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton,  ^ 

No.  249.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  10,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  October  23  (No.  214)  has  been  received.  The  Presi- 
dent is  pleased  with  your  proceeding  in  transmitting  to  me  a  copy  of  the 
letter  written  by  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  to  General  De  Lorencez,  on  the 
subject  of  the  war  in  Mexico. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  inform  you  that  this  government  has  hot  attached 
any  such  importance  to  the  speculations  of  the  European  press  as  to  appre- 
hend that  the  government  of  France  combines  any  hidden  design  against 
the  United  States  with  the  military  operations  it  is  carrying  on  in  Mexico. 
To  speculators  in  the  political  field  everything  seems  probable.  But  those 
who  know  how  much  of  talent,  wealth,  energy,  and  force  any  single  military 
movement,  however  simple,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  exacts,  and  how  wrong 
and  how  dangerous  it  is  to  undervalue  obstacles  and  resistance,  will  be  able 
generally  to  presume  ninety  and  nine  out  of  one  hundred  of  all  the  designs 
attributed  to  any  great  power  improbable  because  they  are  impracticable. 
There  are  many  people  in  every  country  who  are  reckless  of  war,  its  costs, 
its  hazards,  and  its  sufferings.  I  think  that,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  no 
one  enlightened  state  on  either  continent  that  does  not  desire  to  avoid  war 
80  long  as  it  can  safely  preserve  peace. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Wm.  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  &c,,  dtc,  dec. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


J 
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Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract,  with  enclosures.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

MadHd,  March  15,  1862. 

Sm:  The  expedition  against  Mexico  has  excited  and  maintained  more 
interest  in  Madrid  than  almost  any  other  subject,  ever  since  the  fleet  sailed 
from  the  Havana.  But  it  has  been  principally  to  know  and  comment  upon 
what  was  happening  in  America,  and  of  which  you  must  be  better  informed 
than  we  can  be  here. 

Until  latterly  little  of  interest  has  occurred  in  Spain  itself  connected  with 
this  snbject.  The  information  and  views  conveyed  to  you  in  Mr.  Schurz's 
despatch  of  November  17  (No.  41)  was  signally  correct  and  opportune, 
according  to  my  own  knowledge,  and  I  could  add  little  to  the  import  of 
that  paper. 

I  informed  you  on  the  26th  of  January  ^No.  26)  that  the  action  of  the 
French  Emperor  in  sending  out  a  general  with  strong  reinforcements  to  bis 
army  in  Mexico  without  previous  consultation  with  this  government,  and 
with  the  supposed  object  of  putting  the  French  contingent  upon  a  footing 
to  act  independently  of  the  Spanish  general-in-chief,  had  produced  surprise 
and  chagrin  here.  Spain  had  supposed  that  she  was  to  take  the  direction 
of  the  land  operations  in  Mexico,  and  Oeneral  Prim  left  Madrid  in  that 
understanding. 

The  candidacy  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian,  of  Austria,  for  the  projected 
throne  in  Mexico,  put  forward  by  France,  was  another  blow  upon  Spanish 
hopes.  For  a  considerable  time  it  seemed  doubtful  whether  this  arrange- 
ment would  be  accepted  by  Spain  in  any  event;  but  this  candidacy  is  now 
recognized  by  the  Queen's  government,  though  at  the  expense  of  much  of 
the  enthusiasm  with  which  they  at  first  went  into  this  business,  and  per^ 
haps  with  the  scarcely  avowed  hope  that  the  course  of  events  in  Mexico 
will  itself  defeat  the  plan. 

It  is  also  evident  that,  for  some  time  past,  the  tendency  here  has  been  to 
draw  closer  to  England  in  the  Mexican  affair,  so  as  the  better  to  make  head 
against  the  vigorous  initiation  of  the  French  Emperor. 

Your  attention  will  not  fail  to  be  drawn  to  the  visit  of  the  Duke  of  Bra- 
bant, heir  of  King  Leopold,  of  Belgium,  to  Seville.  The  duke  has  just 
arrived  at  Valencia,  and  will  proceed  immediately  to  Seville,  where  the 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  Montpensier  (sister  to  Queen  Isabel)  reside. 

We  have  heard  the  name  of  the  Count  of  Flanders  (younger  brother  of 
Brabant)  mentioned  frequently  of  late  in  connexion  with  the  projected 
throne  in  Mexico,  and  you  will  remember  the  significant  declaration  of  a 
Madrid  ministerial  journal,  as  early  as  December  last,  to  the  effect  that  if 
the  throne  of  Mexico  were  not  to  be  occupied  by  a  Spanish  prince,  it  would, 
at  least,  be  pressed  by  a  Spanish  princess. 

The  journey  of  the  Duke  of  Brabant  is  publicly  stated  to  be  merely  a 
family  visit  to  his  cousins,  and  the  delicate  health  of  the  duke  is  given  as 
his  reason  for  seeking  the  climate  of  the  south  of  Spain  at  this  time  ;  but 
there  is  little  doubt  it  is  really  an  embassy  for  negotiating  the  marriage  of 
the  Count  of  Flanders  with  the  eldest  daughter  of  Montpensier,  who  enjoys 
the  rank  of  a  Spanish  infanta.  The  movement  is  meant  to  conciliate  the 
sympathies  of  England  and  Spain  upon  this  young  couple  as  candidates  for 
a  constitutional  throne  in  Mexico,  and,  no  doubt,  it  is  hoped  to  make  this 
candidacy  prevail  in  preference  to  that  of  Maximilian  by  means  of  the 
Mexicans  themselves. 


PRESENT  CONDITION   OP  MEXICO.  551 

If  this  cannot  be  managed,  there  are  many  in  Madrid  who  believe  General 
Prim  capable  of  maintaining  the  republican  form  of  government  in  Mexico, 
and  that  he  will  be  sustained  by  England.  The  Spanish  government  de- 
clares and  repeats  in  all  its  organs  that,  if  such  is  the  deliberate  determina- 
tion of  the  Mexican  people,  Spain  will  not  oppose  their  wishes  ;  nor  will  the 
Spanish  forces  in  Mexico  ever  attempt  to  force  a  monarchy  upon  that 
people  against  their  will. 

Your  information  from  Mexico  will  be  better  and  more  recent  than  any 
here.  Ours  shows,  however,  that  G^eneral  Prim  had  adopted,  practically, 
upon  the  scene  of  operations  the  same  policy  of  close  and  intimate  under- 
standing with  the  English  representatives,  whilst  his  relations  with  the 
French  admiral  were  not  so  harmonious.  We  know,  also,  that  Prim  had 
already  excited  the  animosity  of  the  Spanish  residents  in  the  republic  who 
have  always  acted  with  the  clerical  or  monarchical  party  of  Mexicans. 
Formal  written  memorials  from  these  Spanish  residents,  complaining  of 
General  Prim,  I  am  informed,  have  already  reached  this  government,  and 
fifties,  hundreds  of  private  letters  have  been  received  in  Madrid  criticising, 
and  even  denouncing,  his  conduct  in  the  strongest  terms. 

You  will  have  noticed,  also,  that  the  French  journals  have  denounced 
what  they  call  the  temporizing  policy  of  General  Prim,  and  have  been  led  to 
indulge  in  some  unflattering  expressions  about  the  **poor  Spaniardi^  and 
their  expedition,  which  have  driven  the  press  of  Madrid  furious.  Even  the 
ministerial  journals  during  the  past  week  have  hardly  been  able  to  dis- 
semble their  rage. 

Thus  it  is  both  true  and  evident  that  all  cordiality  of  feeling  and  sym- 
pathy is  already  lost  between  these  allies  in  the  invasion  of  Mexico. 
Whether  any  harmony  of  purpose  still  exists,  you  will  be  better  able  to 
judge  than  I. 

In  this  state  of  affairs  here,  the  telegraph  announcement  a  few  days  since, 
that  General  Scott  had  been  appointed  an  envoy  or  commissioner  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  proceed  to  Mexico  with  powers  to  treat 
with  the  Mexican  government  and  with  the  representatives  of  the  allied 
powers,  produced  a  deep  impression  upon  this  government  and  the  political 
circles  of  the  capital.  The  personal  signi6cation  of  General  Scott  with  our- 
selves is  understood  here.  The  history  of  his  glorious  campaign  in  Mexico 
is  tolerably  familiar,  and  the  conviction  that  such  a  man  would  not  go  to 
Mexico  without  great  powers  and  means  to  effect  the  results  proposed  by 
our  government,  made  this  news  to  be  the  prominent  theme  of  conversation 
and  of  some  degree  of  apprehension  in  all  circles.  The  impression  seemed 
to  be  that  General  Scott  would  be  very  likely  to  succeed;  that  means  would 
be  found  to  make  or  preserve  peace;  and  that  the  real  object  of  the  allied 
powers  would  be  frustrated. 

This  was  feared,  at  least,  and  weighed  upon  the  spirits  of  political  circles 
BO  that  yesterday,  when  the 'telegraph  again  announced  that  General  Scott's 
name  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  Senate  by  the  President,  and  he  would 
not  go  to  Mexico,  it  was  greeted  with  joy  and  an  evident  sensation  of  relief. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  causes  or  incidents  of  this  nomination  or  with- 
drawal, but  report  to  you  simply  the  sensations  produced  at  this  capital  by 
these  successive  telegrams,  and  my  own  impression,judging  from  this  place, 
that  the  measure  of  General  Scott's  nomination  was  eminently  wise,  and, 
perhaps,  the  best  thing  our  government  could  imagine  to  be  done  for  our 
interests  in  Mexico.     But  I  judge  only  in  the  light  of  appearances  in  Europe. 

It  will  not  be  amiss  again  to  recall  to  your  mind  the  representations  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Schurz's  despatch  (No.  41)  concerning  the  personal  character 
and  personal  circumstances  of  General  Prim.    At  the  same  time  that  the 
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French  newspapers  urge  this  government  to  recall  him,  all  the  retrograde 
ultra  Catholic  and  absolutist  journals  in  Madrid  have  been  making  a  strong 
effort  to  discredit  him,  and  labor  for  his  replacement  in  the  command  of  the 
expedition  by  some  other  general  more  agreeable  to  themselves.  The  liberal 
journals  defend  him,  and  the  ministerial  press  declares  and  redcclares  that 
the  government  is  completely  satisfied  with  his  conduct  and  defends  and 
upholds  him.  They  will  uphold  him.  The  present  government  of  the  Queen 
will  hardly  think  of  bringing  back  upon  themselves,  in  Spain  herself,  the 
personality  of  General  Prim  as  a  disappointed  man. 

You  will  be  able  to  gather  from  the  circumstances  I  have  mentioned  that 
the  intervention  of  our  government  in  this  Mexican  business  is  already  a 
subject  of  considerable  apprehension,  and  it  is  broadly  stated  in  some  jour- 
nals that  unless  the  object  of  the  allies  is  attained  now,  promptly,  the  ulti- 
mate result  of  the  whole  business  will  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  the 
establishment  of  a  protectorate  by  the  United  States  over  Mexico,  and  the 
triumph  of  our  principles  throughout  America.  Others  catch  at  straws; 
^ive  great  importance  to  the  inaugural  address  of  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis;  and 
in  spite  of  the  triumphant  march  of  our  armies  cling  to  the  hope  that  our 
civil  war  will  yet  last  for  years  These  things  would  have  lost  their  interest 
before  they  could  reach  you. 

I  enclose  for  your  perusal  only  two  extracts  from  the  Epoca,  ministerial 
journal,  showing  the  avowed  policy  of  the  Spanish  government  in  regard  to 
the  throne, 

And  remain,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[l^andaUdfrom  La  Epoea,^  qf  Madrid,  of  March  13,  1862. 

"  The  high  oontractiDg  parties  bind  themselves  not  to  seek  for  themselves,  through  the 
employment  of  coercive  measures,  foreseen  by  the  present  convention,  any  acquisition  of 
territory  or  especial  advantage,  nor  to  excercise  over  the  domestic  aflfdirs  of  Mexico  any 
influeDce  in  derogation  of  the  right  of 'the  nation  freely  to  choose  and  constitute  the  form 
of  its  government." — ArUeU  2J,  trtaty  ^  London. 

The  Mexican  question  is  necessarily  for  some  time  to  be  the  subject  of 
earnest  thought  in  Spain  and  Europe.  It  touches  us  very  nearly.  Its  solu- 
tion may  exercise  an  influence  too  great  on  the  destinies  of  Spanish  America 
to  allow  us  not  to  devote  all  our  attention  to  it,  and  at  the  same  time  we 
should  discuss  it  with  that  calmness  and  moderation  which,  if  there  were  no 
other  considerations,  would  call  forth  our  feelings  of  patriotism.  The  high- 
est interests  are  involved,  and  in  view  of  the  complicatiocs  or  benefits  to 
which  it  may  give  place  we  completely  forget  the  political  position  we 
cxjcupy  in  the  Spanish  press. 

In  two  points  of  view  this  matter  merits  attention;  under  that  of  the  feel- 
ing which,  it  is  said,  has  inspired  what  is  called  the  conservative  party  in 
Mexico,  in  regard  to  the  attitude  until  now  of  the  representatives  of  Spain 
in  .that  country,  and  in  examining  the  differences  to  which  that  conduct  may 
have  given  rise  among  some  of  the  cabinets  which,  guided  by  the  same  noble 
thought,  have  concerted  those  measures  for  restoring  peace  and  tranquility 
to  the  Mexican  republic. 

The  complaint  made  by  the  Spanish  party  is,  that  the  allies  at  first  thought 
of  treating  with  the  constitutional  or  Juarez  party,  buc  have  done  little  or 
nothing  to  quiet  the  strong  power  in  array  against  it.     The  reply  is  brief: 

*  A  ministerial  Journal. 
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The  allies  did  not  go  there  to  revive  old  quarrels.  What  could  be  done  was 
not  to  be  by  giving  way  to  one  or  other  of  the  factions  that  were  injuring 
the  country. 

The  prompt  restoration  of  order,  even  by  the  establishment  of  a  constitu- 
tional monarchy,  would  not  compensate  bygone  disasters.  That  would  be 
as  poor  a  basis  as  for  Ferdinand  VII,  in  the  civil  war  of  1823;  or,  for  the 
elder  Bourbons,  that  which  placed  Louis  XVIIl  on  the  throne. 

But  what  prevented  the  partisans  of  monarchy  and  of  Spanish  alliance 
from  opposing  Juarez  after  the  allies  had  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  ?  Two  facts, 
•which,  as  symptomatic,  should  be  considered  by  the  three  allied  powers. 

That  disembarkation  gave  pretense  to  many  to  accept  the  amnesty  offered 
by  Juarez,  on  the  ground  of  defending  their  common  country.  At  the  same 
time  the  correspondence,  &c.,  of  the  Diario  Espafiol  shows  that  at  no  time  or 
place,  from  any  party,  or  from  natives  or  from  Spanish  by  descent,  did  French 
or  Spanish  receive  any  aid  or  countenance,  nor  even  from  the  thousands  of 
Spaniards,  French,  or  English  established  in  the  country.  Perhaps  they 
deemed  more  convenient  for  the  allies  to  settle  affairs,  and  not  initiate 
measures  in  agitation  of  this  or  that  idea,  of  this  or  that  principle,  or  even 
of  certain  princes,  although  that  may  be  here  considered  popular  in  Mexico. 

But  we  consider  that  it  is  not  the  disgust  of  restless  parties  in  Mexico. 
With  every  desire  not  to  aggravate  small  matters  of  irritation,  we  must  say 
the  self-love,  vanity,  and  national  pride  of  France  is  mixed  up  in  this  ques- 
tion. France,  always  accustomed  to  be  foremost,  took  umbrage  that  the 
Spanish  army  and  fleet  was  in  sight  of  Vera  Cruz  before  the  other  allies. 
Afterwards,  with  an  irrepressibility  more  Andalusian  than  northern,  on  the 
conception  of  the  idea  of  a  monarchy  for  this  or  that  prince  in  Mexico,  they 
deemed  the  thought  and  fact  should  be  simultaneous;  and  it  was  enough 
that  the  tri-color  should  wave  on  San  Juan  for  the  Mexicans  to  acclaim 
Maximilian  I  as  King  of  Mexico.  Was  that  Spain's  fault  ?  Could  the  allies 
thus  belie  the  most  important  article  of  the  treaty  of  London  ? 

We  need  not  argument.  The  question  is  satisfactorily  settled  by  the 
attitude  of  the  English  government  and  Parliament,  and  public  opinion. 
England,  as  well  as  ourselves,  proclaims  her  respect  for  the  will  of  the 
Mexican  people,  but  makes  no  opposition  to  her  choice  to  become  a  mon- 
archy, and  that  certain  names  are  acceptable  to  her  sovereign.  Singular 
enough,  we,  who  have  been  accused  of  plans  of  ambition — of  conquest  in 
Mexico — are  now  charged  with  temporizing,  as  excessively  well-disposed  to 
the  constitutional  government  in  Mexico  and  the  people.  If  the  first  charge 
was  groundless,  this  need  not  grieve  us,  for  it  is  especially  our  interest  that 
our  influence  in  Mexico  (and  that  of  Europe  also)  should  not  be  accompanied 
by  any  disastrous  consequences  for  her.  The  basis  of  our  influence  in  Mexico 
should  consist  mainly  in  the  lofty  disinterestedness  of  Spain,  and  in  her  pro- 
found respect  for  the  true  interest  of  the  Mexican  people. 

Doubtless  we  would  be  pleased  were  a  Spanish  prince  by  acclamation 
made  King  of  Mexico,  or  that  by  the  side  of  any  prince  of  high  character  a 
Spanish  princess  should  take  her  place.  In  all  this  we  agree  with  our  col- 
league "  La  Espafia.''  But  at  present  opinion  is  not  in  Mexico  so  just  and 
favorable  as  it  should  be  to  Spain.  And  from  considerations  arising  from 
the  respective  situations  of  Europe  and  America  at  present,  either  a  republic 
should  exist  in  Mexico  or  a  monarchy  should  be  established  which  should  be 
Catholic  and  constitutional  ^t  the  same  time,  aUhougk  not  Spanish,  We,  far 
from  opposing  this  in  any  way,  would  entreat  our  country— our  government 
and  public — ^to  support  measures  tending  to  those  two  supreme  results,  con- 
stituting a  stable  condition  of  things  in  Mexico,  preventing  her  absorption  by 
the  United  States,  and  keeping  up  the  intimate  alliance  of  the  three  western 
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powers  in  face  of  the  eventualities  to  which  the  American  quesiion  yma  give 
rise. 

Therefore  it  would  be  ill  done  to  expect  from  us  that,  influenced  by  these 
or  those  motives,  in  our  opinion,  of  little  weight,  and  which  will  in  time  pass 
away,  we  should  place  ourselves  in  competition  with  France  about  Mexico. 
On  the  contrary,  we  are  sure  that  Spain  will  on  this  occasion  give  a  lofty 
example  of  loyalty  compatible  with  honor  to  the  two  nations  by  whosa  flags 
ours  now,  perhaps,  waves  side  by  side  in  Mexico.  Those  will  be  greatly 
mistaken  who  may  believe  that  if  Mexican  opinion  decides  upon  a  constitu- 
tional monarchy  for  that  country,  so  disturbed  by  anarchy,  Spain,  because 
this  or  that  prince  might,  in  the  plentitude  of  her  power,  be  called  by  the 
Mexican  people  to  direct  her  destinies,  would  prefer  a  republic,  unstable  and 
exposed  to  dangers,  to  another  order  of  things,  which,  opening  an  unlimited 
scope  to  the  legitimate  Spanish  influence  in  America,  would  obviate  at  some 
given  time  that  which  European  powers,  separated  in  action,  could  not  do 
in  resistance  of  the  invasive  spirit  of  the  United  States,  which,  with  scarcely 
the  dawn  of  peace  between  them,  already  threaten  war  against  all  the  latin 
nations  in  America. 


[Translation.— Eztmcts  and  gabsiance.] 
/Vtwi  La  .^m»,  qf  Madrid,  qf  March  13,  186S. 

The  mission  of  Scott  is  probably  to  calm  the  excitement  produced  among 
the  irritable  Yankees  by  the  presence  of  European  troops  on  that  continent 

It  is  our  duty  emphatically  to  deny  that  Spain  would  maintain,  at  any  rate, 
a  republic  in  Mexico.  It  adheres  strictly  to  the  treaty  of  London,  and  wishes 
a  stable  government  established  by  the  will  of  the  people. 

A  monarchy  sustained  by  our  protectorate  would  require  great  sacrifices 
from  us.  The  continuance  of  the  republic — that  is,  anarchy — would  bring 
round  its  absorption  by  the  United  States.  To  conciliate  the  great  majority, 
to  keep  the  conservatives  with  us,  and  look  forward  to  a  policy  which  will 
connect  England,  France,  and  Spain  with  Mexico  is  the  true  course.  Spain 
will  follow  it. 

From  La  Epoca,  qf  Madrid,  tf  March  14,  1862. 

La  Cr6nica  de  ambos  mundos  courteously  asks  our  opinions,  which  we 
never  disguise.  We  think  that,  in  domestic  as  well  as  foreign  questions, 
nothing  is  worse  for  governments  thian  the  negative  policy.  For  some  time 
the  statu  quo  may  answer;  but  in  the  end  solutions  come,  often  contrary  to 
those  who  have  not  met  them  by  an  affirmative  and  resolute  policy.  The 
policy  we  advise  as  to  Mexico  is  that  of  good  sense,  of  true  foresight  the,  at 
same  time  strictly  sustained  on  the  principles  of  international  law,  and  of 
the  treaties  and  conventions  which  have  been  agreed  upon  between  England, 
France,  and  Spain.  We  desire  Mexico,  in  the  plentitude  of  its  power,  to  act 
decidedly  upon  the  question  of  its  form  of  government.  We,  however,  prefer 
monarchy  to  republic — the  fiist  based  upon  the  popular  vote  and  the  loyal 
adhesion  of  the  three  powers. 
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iTo.  49.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  April  15,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  11th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  Mr. 
alderon  Collantes  the  subject  of  jonr  despatch  of  March  3;  of  which  he 
iformed  me  a  copy  had  also  reached  him  through  the  minister  of  Spain,  in 
Vashington. 

Mr.  Calderon  said  that  he  found  nothing  objectionable  in  the  views  mani- 
38ted  in  that  despatch  on  the  part  of  the  United  States;  perhaps  he  might 
bserve  in  reference  to  the  paragraph  "  while  population  in  America  is  so 
Bipidly  increasing,  resources  so  rapidly  developing,  and  sooiety  so  steadily 
irming  itself,''  &c.,  that,  as  regards  Mexico,  this  idea  of  the  progressive 
lovement  of  her  population,  her  resources,  and  the  steady  forming  of  her 
ociety,  could  hardly  be  considered  as  borne  out  by  the  facts,  but  this  was 
nimportant. 

As  to  the  paragraph  "  the  result  would  nevertheless  be  traceable  to  the 
•resence  of  those  forces  there,''  Mr.  Calderon  did  not  combat  the  statement, 
»at  remarked  that  if  those  forces  were  there  for  a  legitimate  purpose  and 
uade  no  movement  directed  towards  a  change  of  government  in  that 
jountry  in  any  determinate  sense,  even  though  a  change  should  occur  during 
iheir  presence  in  Mexico,  they  could  not  be  responsible  for  it. 

Such  changes  had  been  occurring  constantly  in  that  country  heretofore, 
ind  for  causes  more  trivial  than  the  presence  of  European  armies  within  its 
limits.  Intervention  in  the  political  affairs  of  Mexico,  in  the  accepted 
signification  of  that  word,  Spain  had  never  undertaken  nor  proposed  to 
mdertake.  The  Spanish  forces  went  merely  to  obtain  redress  for  past 
^evances,  and  in  the  hope  to  secure  some  better  guarantee  for  the  fulfil- 
ment on  the  part  of  Mexico  of  her  treaties  for  the  safety  of  Spanish  subjects 
n^ithin  her  limits,  and  the  security  of  their  property  from  spoliation,  than  it 
bad  been  possible  to  obtain  heretofore  from  that  unhappy  country.  Mr. 
Calderon  conceived  that  whilst  the  state  of  anarchy  which  had  so  long 
desolated  Mexico  should  continue,  these  guarantees  of  peace  and  the  fulfil- 
ment of  treaty  obligations,  and  the  protection  of  Spanish  subjects  within 
that  jurisdiction,  could  hardly  be  expected. 

But  whilst  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  some  government  more  solid  and 
durable  might  be  established  in  Mexico,  Spain  would  never  undertake  to 
dictate  what  that  government  should  be,  nor  would  she  consent  that  any 
3ther  power  should  dictate  a  form  of  government  to  Mexico,  nor  attempt  to 
impose  any  determinate  government  upon  that  nation. 

The  Mexicans  themselves  must  select  their  own  form  of  government,  and 
whatever  it  might  be,  whether  monarchial  or  republican,  Spain  would  not 
object  to  it  if  it  gave  hope  of  being  solid  and  durable. 

Whether  Mexico  should  elect  a  King  or  a  president  was  not  the  question, 
but  whether  this  government  of  her  election  could  be  depended  on. 

If  a  republican  government  should  be  constituted,  Mr.  Calderon  thought 
for  himself  that  the  president  ought  to  hold  office  for  ten  or  twenty  years; 
he  did  not  like  the  frequent  changes  of  the  Executive  established  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  which  the  Spanish-American  republicA 
bad  imitated,  though  from  their  previous  education  and  habits  this  provision 
was  evidently  unfitted  to  their  political  necessities. 

But  the  Mexicans  would  decide  these  questions  for  themselves. 

The  last  news  from  Mexico  seemed  to  indicate  that  things  were  moving 
in  the  direction  of  a  pacific  arrangement  between  the  allies  and  Mexico. 

France,  at  first,  had  not  been  content  with  the  preliminaries  signed  at 
"La  Soledad,"  but  the  explanations  of  England  and  the  frank  and  loyal  ob- 
servations by  Spain  concerning  those  preliminaries  had  been  well  received 
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by  France,  and  this  power  had  also  accepted  as  a  fait  accompli  what  was 
done  at  "LaSoledad." 

Officially  he,  Mr.  Calderon,  could  not  say  that  there  was  any  divergence 
of  policy  between  the  allies  at  this  time. 

I  spoke  of  the  candidacy  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  for  a  throne  in 
Mexico,  put  forward  by  France. 

Mr.  Calderon  said  that,  though  this  idea  had  been  entertained,  the  impe- 
rial government  had  now  given  assurances  that  it  did  not  purpose  to  do  any- 
thing positive  in  Mexico  to  procure  the  success  of  this  candidate. 

I  took  occasion  in  "this  interview  to  urge  upon  Mr.  Calderon  the  harmony 
of  interest  which  exists  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  in  these  ques- 
tions of  North  America.  I  told  him  that  the  United  States  by  no  means  in- 
tended to  object  to  the  establishment  of  a  solid  and  durable  ^overnmeDt  in 
Mexico.  We  could  not  consent  that  the  will  of  that  people,  in  respect  to 
their  interior  organization,  should  be  violated  by  the  forces  on  any  European 
state,  but  every  interest  of  the  United  States  impelled  us,  as  well  as  Spain, 
to  desire  a  stable  and  prosperous  government  in  that  country  It  was  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  the  United  States  looked  with  pleasure  upon  the 
anarchy  and  weakness  of  Mexico,  as  affording  to  ourselves  a  better  oppor- 
tunity for  territorial  aggrandisement.  On  the  contrary,  there  were  few,  if 
any,  statesmen  in  the  United  States,  now  prominent  in  the  councils  of  that 
government,  who  were  not  persuaded  that  our  own  strength  and  stability 
would  be  endangered,  rather  than  increased,  by  the  addition  of  Mexico  to 
our  territories. 

The  policy  of  Mexican  annexation,  if  it  had  ever  been  prominent  in  oar 
councils,  was  at  best  a  pendant  of  the  policy  for  the  extension  and  perpetua- 
tion of  African  slavery  in  North  America,  which  Mr.  Calderon  must  consider 
as  already  repudiated  by  the  American  people.  We  should  welcome  such 
an  improvement  in  the  political  condition  of  Mexico  as  should  give  us  a 
frontier  upon  the  south  and  a  vigorous  and  prosperous  foreign  people  to 
maintain  it.  But  this  must  be  the  work  of  that  people  themselves,  not  a 
thing  imposed  upon  them  from  Europe. 

In  fact,  the  positions  taken  in  Mr.  Seward's  despatch  were  incontroverti- 
ble; nothing  solid  could  be  imposed  on  Mexico;  any  government  coming 
from  abroad  and  sustained  from  abroad  would  be  transitory;  the  hearty  and 
voluntary  action  of  the  Mexican  people  themselves  was  the  only  basis  on 
which  a  stable  government  could  be  erected  in  that  country.  Mr.  Calderon 
heard  this  train  of  remarks  with  pleasure,  and  said  that  he  would  assure  me 
this  nothing  connected  with  this  Mexican  question  could  ever  bring  on  any 
conflict  between  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

On  the  13th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  read  this  report  of  our  conference 
of  the  11th  instant  to  Mr.  Calderon,  when,  after  suggesting  some  few  changes, 
the  same  was  approved  by  him  as  above  written.  In  this  second  interview 
Mr.  Calderon  also  said,  you  may  state  to  your  government  that  the  policy 
of  Spain  in  America,  summed  up  in  a  few  words,  is  this:  Spain  does  not 
aspire  to  re-establish  her  domination  over  any  part  of  the  American  conti- 
nent. She  does  feel  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  countries  formerly 
her  colonies,  and  would  be  glad  to  persuade  them  all  that  Spain  i§  by  senti- 
ment and  interest  their  best  friend.  Spain  wishes  them  to  understand, 
however,  that,  if  she  suflers  great  grievances  at  their  hands  and  forbears, 
it  is  not  from  lack  of  power  to  chastise  them.  On  the  contrary,  Jhis 
government  is  conscious  that  no  power  in  Europe  is  in  a  position  to  effect 
more  in  America,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  than  Spain  herself.  But  her 
policy  is  not  to  weaken  those  nations  by  bringing  upon  them  foreign  wars 
and  difficulties.  She  seeks  the  friendship  of  the  independent  States,  for- 
merly her  colonies,  for  their  advantage  and  her  own. 
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She  could  not  see  their  absorption  by  the  United  States  with  indifference. 
She  wishes  them  to  maintain  their  independence  and  the  integrity  of  theiE 
territories,  and  to  become  strong  and  prosperous.  She  will  not  herself  lay 
hand  upon  that  independence  in  any  circumstances,  nor  can  she  see  this  in- 
dependence threatened  by  any  other  power,  European  or  American,  without 
considering  her  own  interests  to  be  corapromitted 

Mr.  Calderon  was  oersuaded  that  my  representations  of  a  change  in  the 
tendencies  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  since  our  southern  states- 
men had  ceased  to  be  dominant  at  Washington,  were  just. 

He  believed  that  we  did  not  ourselves  now  desire  the  acquisition  of  Mex- 
ico, and  he  would,  therefore,  assure  me  again  that  no  cause  of  difficulty,  no 
conflict,  could  arise  out  of  this  Mexican  business  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain. 

And  Mr.  Calderon  would  also  say  more.  He  would  assure  me  and  my 
government  that,  according  as  the  conviction  of  this  change  from  the  former 
aggressive  disposition  manifested  by  the  United  States  penetrated  into  this 
country,  and  the  apprehension  of  a  descent  by  us  upon  Cuba  ceased,  accord- 
ing as  confidence  in  this  respect  was  re-established,  we  should  see  that  the 
government  of  Spain  was  ready  and  desirous  to  welcome  and  confirm  a  pol- 
icy of  good  faith  and  good  neighborhood  with  the  United  States. 

Spain  would  then  amplify  and  stimulate  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  her  own  colonies,  making  everything  connected 
with  the  friendly  intercourse  of  the  two  countries  broader  and  freer.  She 
would  give  to  her  commercial  regr  lations  all  the  width  and  freedom  con- 
sistent with  the  various  products  of  the  two  countries. 

On  the  15th  instant,  in  another  interview  held  for  the  purpose,  the  de- 
spatch of»  Mr.  Seward  was  re-read,  as  well  as  the  preceding  report  of  the 
conference  of  the  13th  instant,  when,  tho  same  having  been  approved  by 
Mr.  Calderon,  1  was  authorized  to  transmit  this  despatch  to  my  government^ 
and  requested  to  furnish  Mr.  Calderon  with  a  copy,  to  be  forwarded  by  him 
to  the  Spanish  minister  at  Washington  for  his  instruction,  as  embodying 
the  true  sentiments  and  purposes  of  the  government  of  her  Catholic 
Majesty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  WiLTJAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  O. 


Mr.  Ferry  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  57.]  Legation  op  the  Untted  States, 

Madrid,  May  25,  1862. 

Sir:  The  news  of  the  sudden  termination  of  the  Spanish  Mexican  expedi- 
tion caused  a  great  sensation  at  Madrid.  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  repeat 
all  the  difi^rent  opinions  and  comments  which  have  been  expressed  in  con- 
versations and  in  the  press. 

All  branches  of  the  opposition  to  the  present  government  have  seized 
upon  this  event  to  make  furious  attacks  upon  the  ministry  for  having  allowed 
the  honor  of  Spain  to  be  dragged  in  the  dust,  and  it  was  for  a  moment  sup- 
posed that  the  cabinet  could  not  survive  this  shock.  But  as  the  first  out- 
bursts of  passion  or  prejudice  have  passed  by,  the  public  s^nse  of  Madrid 
seems  to  be  taking  an  altogether  different  view  of  the  matter.  The  aides-de- 
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camp  of  General  Prim  have  now  been  here  for  several  days  and  the  situi- 
.  tion  of  things  in  Mexico  previous  to  the  rupture  between  Uie  allied  plenipo- 
tentiaries begins  to  be  better  understood. 

It  is,  I  think,  generally  conceded  already  that  at  the  height  the  preten- 
sions of  France  had  been  carried  in  Mexico  the  prompt  and  somewhat 
brusque  action  of  General  Prim  in  retiring  the  Spanish  forces  from  the  scene 
of  action  was  the  best  possible  way  left  them  of  getting  out  of  the  affair.  It 
is  seen  that  if  they  had  remained,  if  they  had  gone  on  with  the  French 
towards  Mexico,  the  forces  of  Spain  would  have  either  been  forced  to  do 
battle  under  French  orders,  for  a  policy  not  Spanish,  or  to  break  with  the 
French  after  military  operations  had  actually  commenced,  a  step  which 
would  then  hardly  fail  of  producing  serious  complications  between  Spain  and 
the  French  government,  such  as  is  our  evident  interest  for  Spain  to  avoid 

The  discourse  of  Mr.  Calderon  Collantes  in  the  Cortes  on  the  19th  instant, 
when  the  government  of  the  Queen  boldly  declared  its  approval  of  the  cod- 
duct  of  General  Prim  and  made  important  revelations,  which  you  will  find 
marked  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  his  speech,  produced  an  excellent  effect,  and 
the  moderate  opposition,  which  believes  that  Napoleon  III  is  the  only  states- 
man in  Europe,  retired  quite  vanquished  and  crestfallen  from  the  debate 
which  they  impatiently  provoked. 

Though  there  has  not  been  time  to  receive  any  instructions  from  yoa 
since  the  news  of  General  Prim's  action  in  Mexico  could  have  been  known 
at  Washington,  I  considered  it  my  duty,  following  the  evident  spirit  of  your 
policy  in  this  question,  to  immediately  seek  an  interview  with  Mr.  Caldenm 
Collantes  and  felicitate  him  upon  that  event. 

A  copy  of  my  verbal  note  of  the  19th  instant  will  be  found  enclosed. 

I  was  in  some  degree  moved  to  this  step  also  by  the  excited  and,  as  I 
conceived,  mistaken  attitude  of  the  opposition  journals  on  the  one  hand,  and 
because  I  knew  that  the  French  ambassador,  Mr.  Barrot,  was  long  and  fre- 
quent in  his  interviews  with  Mr.  Calderon,  and  I  suspected  that  the  attitude 
of  France  toward  this  government  would  not  be  benevolent.  It  was  proper 
and  opportune  therefore  for  the  United  States  to  give  expression  to  tbeir 
sense  of  the  loyalty,  good  faith,  and  true  foresight  with  which  the  Spani^ 
government  and  their  general  had  proceeded  in  Mexico;  and  if  this  should 
serve  as  any  moral  support  to  Spain  against  the  pressure  which  might  be 
put  upon  her  from  France,  I  did  not  imagine  this  circumstance  would  con- 
travene any  part  of  your  policy  either  towards  Spain  or  towards  Mexico.  I 
have  heard,  since  my  interviews  with  Mr.  Calderon,  that  this  government  is 

?roud  and  content  with  the  attitude  of  the  United  States  towards  Spain, 
ndications  of  this  have  appeared  in  the  press.  A  leader  of  the  democratic 
opposition  came  to  me  to  know  if  it  were  a  fact  that  this  government  was 
well  with  the  United  States  as  they  boasted,  for  they  were  putting  this  for- 
ward as  a  strong  point  in  their  favor  in  this  Mexican  business. 

I  assured  the  leader  of  the  Spanish  democratic  party  that  the  best  relations 
existed  at  this  moment  between  the  present  government  of  Spain  and  the 

government  of  Washington.  We  had  every  motive  to  approve  and  none  to 
isapprove  the  conduct  of  the  Queen's  government  in  the  Mexican  business; 
and  I  turned  his  attention  to  the  evident  similarity  of  interest  which  might 
impel  Spain  and  the  United  States  to  a  common  line  of  action  in  America, 
in  case  Mexico  should  become  a  dependency  of  France  and  the  aggressive 
designs  of  the  Emperor  should  not  prove  to  be  limited  by  the  Mexican 
frontiers. 

The  idea  of  possible  danger  to  the  Spanish  colonies  lying  on  the  road 
between  Mexico  and  France  has  been  quickly  seized,  and  the  anti-French 
feeling  of  the  people  comes  bravely  up  in  support  of  the  government,  and  the 
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whole  of  this  works  well  together,  exciting  the  sympathies  of  all  classes  at 
this. moment  in  favor  of  the  actual  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  had  frequent  occasion,  also,  in  quarters  not  distant  from  the  palace, 
to  praise  the  admirable  instinct  of  the  Queen,  which  led  her  from  the  begin- 
ning to  repel  the  candidacy  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  to  a  throne  in  Mexico, 
out  of  which  no  possible  good  could  come  to  her  Majesty's  dynasty,  nor  to 
the  interests  of  Spain  in  America  in  any  event. 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

It  is  indeed  evident  that  your  direction  of  the  policy  of  the  United  States 
in  this  question  of  Mexico,  the  firm  and  constant  attitude  of  our  government, 
kept  free  as  well  from  all  passion  or  exaggerated  pretension  on  our  part  as 
from  any  sign  of  weakness  or  disposition  to  permit  that  the  internal  policy 
of  the  American  republics  should  be  dictated  from  Europe,  by  the  late 
powerful  coalition,  have  had  a  great  influence  upon  the  actual  course  of 
events. 

Your  important  despatch  of  March  3,  No.  IT,  crowning  the  policy  which 
you  have  developed  from  the  beginning,  produced,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  state 
in  a  prior  communication,  the  most  beneficial  effects  upon  the  cabinet  of 
Spain;  and  I  may  here  most  justly  and  properly  congratulate  you  upon  the 
results  obtained  in  this  instance,  as  one  of  the  few  cases  since  I  have 
observed  the  world's  affairs,  where  the  diplomatic  arm  of  the  American  gov- 
ernment has  wielded  the  means  at  its  command  strongly  and  skilfully  so  as 
to  produce  a  palpable  and  evident  effect  upon  the  course  of  political  events. 

It  will  not  be  improper  to  add  that  Spain  at  least  will  be  found  considerate 
and  friendly  whenever  our  government  may  choose  to  treat  her  as  she  has 
been  treated  since  your  own  direction  of  our  foreign  affairs,  with  some  com- 
prehension of  the  nature  of  this  government  and  people  and  a  complete 
avoidance  of  the  unadvised  blundering  or  gross  threats  which  have  too 
often  heretofore  formed  almost  our  only  demonstrations  towards  this  sensitive 
and  justly  proud  nation. 

There  is  a  limited  fraction  of  deputies  in  the  Spanish  Cortes,  of  officers  in 
the  army  and  navy,  men  who  have  been  to  Paris,  and  speak  and  read  French, 
some  under  officers  of  the  Spanish  state  department  and  members  of  other 
branches  of  the  administration,  who  eat  dinners  at  the  French  ambassy  and 
represent  a  considerable  coterie,  which  maintains  that  a  close  alliance  with 
France  is  the  only  safe  and  fruitful  policy  for  Spain;  but  they  are  overborne 
at  present  by  a  majority  of  all  classes  who  desire  for  Spain  a  strictly  national 
and  Spanish  policy  in  Europe  and  in  America. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  also  that  the  persuasion  gains  ground 
here  that  the  policy  of  the  government  of  President  Lincoln  is  not  antago- 
nistic to  the  policy  of  Spain  in  America,  as  explained  and  declared  to  me  by 
Mr.  Calderon,  but  the  reverse;  and  the  good  intelligence  of  the  two  govern- 
ments under  your  direction  of  affairs,  if  no  untoward  circumstance  should 
intervene,  may  soon  be  expected  to  rest  upon  a  firm  and  reliable  basis,  which 
will  serve  you  for  such  further  developments  of  your  policy  as  you  may  think 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  demand. 

Having  thus  summed  up  the  general  aspect  of  things  at  Madrid,  in  con- 
nexion with  this  Mexican  affair,  I  retain  the  detailed  report  of  my  interviews 
with  Mr.  Calderon,  which  could  not  be  prepared  in  time  for  the  steamer  of 
this  week,  especially  as  I  wish  to  submit  the  same  to  Mr.  Calderon  for  his 
approval  before  it  is  transmitted. 

I  will,  however,  anticipate  the  communication  of  the  fact,  which  you  will 
probably  learn  also  from  our  legation  in  Mexico,  that  a  treaty  was  actually  pre- 
pared and  agreed  upon  between  the  Spanish  plenipotentiary  and  the  Mexican 
government,  whose  terms  cover  all  the  claims  of  Spain  on  Mexico,  and  even 
stipulate  the  payment  by  Mexico  of  the  expenses  of  the  Spanish  expedition. 
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This  treaty  was  not  signed  on  account  of  material  impossibility  for  tbe 
plenipotentiaries  to  meet  for  that  purpose;  but  Mr.  Calderon  bolds  Seior  de 
Clado's  written  pledge  on  the  part  of  Mexico  that  the  same  shall  be  signed 
whenever  the  representatives  of  the  two  nations  can  meet  for  this  purpose. 

A  Mexican  minister  is  expected  to  come  to  Madrid,  and  Greneral  Prim  is 
mentioned  as  Spanish  ambassador  to  be  sent  to  Mexico. 
^   I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Washinffton, 


Mr,  Perry  to  Mr,  Calderon  CoUantes. 

[Trazuilation.] 

Legation  op  the  Unifed  States, 

Madrid,  May  19,  1862. 

The  chargd  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  presents  his  compliments  to 
the  minister  of  state,  and  requests  him  to  do  him  the  honor  to  appoint  a 
time  in  which  he  may  have  an  interview  with  his  excellency,  for  the  purpose 
of  congratulating  him  upon  an  event  in  a  high  degree  reflecting  honor  upon 
the  government  and  flag  of  her  Catholic  Majesty. 

Mr.  Perry  avails  himself,  with  much  pleasure,  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to 
his  excellen(;y  Scfior  Don  Calderon  CoUantes  the  assurance  of  his  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

His  Excellency  The  Minister  of  State  of  her  Catholic  Majesty. 


(Translation.  —Extracts.  ] 
From  No.  123  </  Diario  de  lot  Suvma  de  OarttM,  Madrid,  May  19,  IS^S. 

What  was  the  purpose  of  this  policy?  I  will  tell  you.  In  America  there 
were  two  completely  mistaken  opinions. 

It  was  thought  by  one  party  that  the  Spain  of  1862  was  the  Spain  of 
1814,  or  of  1824;  it  was  believed  that  it  was  feeble;  that  by  the  side  of  its 
feebleness  it  entertained  ideas  of  absorption  or  of  reconquest,  and  yet  with 
feebleness  ambition  very  poorly  accords.  For  this  it  was  needful  to  demon- 
strate that  in  the  future  the  relations  of  Spain  with  the  American  continent 
might  be  facile,  suitable,  and  dignified;  that  Spain  of  1862  was  not  the  Spain 
of  1814,  nor  of  1824.  Our  army  was  not  understood  out  there;  out  there 
the  reconstruction  of  our  navy  was  not  understood;  it  had  not  made  a  visit 
to  those  countries  out  there,  whence  our  flag,  in  sad  days  which  should  not 
be  recalled,  had  been,  not  expelled,  but  withdrawn  because  of  the  calamities 
and  misfortunes  which  afflicted  the  monarchy,  and  of  the  dissensions  to 
which  through  so  many  years  this  great  nation  was  subjected. 

It  was  therefore  necessary  to  demonstrate  what  I  have  said ;  but  another 
thing  was  also  necessary;  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  become  known 
that  the  policy  of  Spain  on  the  American  continent  was  wholly  disinterested; 
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inspired  by  justice  and  sprung  from  a  fraternity  of  feeling  which  in  the 
future  we  would  not  belie  in  our  relations. 

Therefore,  on  this  occasion,  believing,  as  I  do  believe,  the  despatches  from 
the  Spanish  plenipotentiary  in  Mexico  and  from  the  commander  of  the 
forces,  believing,  as  I  do  believe,  what  has  reached  me  through  other  channels 
not  of  so  high  authority,  but  so  respectable  as  to  inspire  full  confidence,, 
these  two  purposes  have  been  attained,  and  the  policy  of*  tlie  government,, 
on  the  most  essential  and  important  point,  has  achieved  a  present  realization. 
Bnt  in  respect  to  Mexico,  when  we  ordered  our  expedition  tbere  we  laid  down* 
four  bases  of  action,  from  which  we  have  not  for  an  instant  swerved,  and  thus 
I  reply  to  all  that  Mr.  Castro  has  said,  and  I  reply  plainly,  frankly,  explicitly. 
The  government  held  when  signing  the  convention  of  London,  and  through 
all  the  acts  which  it  afterwards  executed  for  bases  of  action,  which  have 
been  invariable: 

Firat.  Justice  in  all  its  reclamations.  The  claims  which  Spain  presented 
have  been  just,  have  been  moderate;  have  been  so  moderate  and  do  just 
that  they  were  accepted.     A  matter  also  which  Mr.  Castro  did  not  know. 

Second.  The  government  of  her  Majesty,  on  signing  the  convention  of 
London  for  sending  national  troops  to  Mexico,  proposed  to  itself  to  respect 
the  independence,  and  the  freedom  of  that  nation  to  establish  its  institutions 
in  th(?  manner  which  should  most  conform  to  its  habits,  its  ideas  and  its 
wants 

Third.  The  government  purposed  faithfully  to  carry  into  execution  the 
convention  of  London;  let  Congress  well  understand  in  which  were  laid 
down  all  the  obligations  entered  into  by  her  Majesty's  government  with  the 
allied  governments,  and  with  any  other  country,  such  as  the  United  States, 
invited  as  they  were  to  adopt  the  convention.  There  are  no  obligations,  no 
engagements  but  those  which  are  contained  in  the"  convention  of  the  Slst 
October  of  the  year  last  past.  Mr.  Castro  has  referred  upon  this  point  to 
advices  and  versions  completely  mistaken. 

I  declare  to  you,  sirs,  that  when  General  Almonte  came  to  Madrid  and 
saw  the  president  of  the  council  of  ministers,  and  saw  the  secretary  of 
state,  he  heard  from  both  statements  which  maintained  the  interests  of  the 
country,  our  dignity,  and  our  principles  Does  Mr.  Castro  wish  to  know 
more  clearly  what  were  our  responses  ?  Then  I  will  tell  you,  sirs;  but  how, 
is  it  not  already  public,  that  the  thought  which  has  made  place  for  so  many 
conversations,  so  many  labors,  so  many  difficulties,  is  a  thought  principally 
conceived,  principally  put  in  movement  by  Mexican  emigrants  in  Paris  and 
at  other  places  in  Europe  ? 

Well,  General  Almonte  came  to  Madrid  after  the  departure  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  troops  and  the  plenipotentiary  of  her  Majesty,  to 
command  the  expedition,  and  to  conduct  the  negotiations  which  were  to  be 
carried  on  in  Mexico;  and  he  came  to  tell  us  what  were  the  wishes  of  some- 
of  his  friends,  emigrants  in  Europe;  he  came  for  this;  did  Mr.  Castro  wisb 
to  know  it  ?  Does  he  now  wish  to  know  the  answer  we  gave  him  ?  Then  I 
am  going  to  tell  him,  adding  that  I  am  willing  to  hear  all  the  questions 
which  he  may  put  to  me;  to  answer  them  with  all  the  frankness  permitted 
to  me  by  the  nature  of  the  affairs  I  may  have  to  discuss,  and  with  the  reserve 
imposed  upon  me  by  the  position  which  I  fill,  in  which  it  is  often  necessary 
to  sacrifice  one's  self  love,  and  other  things  temporarily  and  transitorily,, 
even  to  one's  reputation,  because  the  public  good  may  so  require,  and  because 
it  is  the  duty  of  good  statesmen.  You,  gentlemen,  know  that  on  grave 
qaestions,  by  saying  all  that  lies  at  the  bottom,  and  all  that  is  involved  with 
them,  and  making  public  the  whole  matter,  interests  of  very  sacred  char- 
acter may  be  compromised  and  dangers  and  differences  be  brought  upon  the 
country.  This  is  not  done  by  the  most  ordinary  man  even  when  \ift  \^  \xi- 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  64 36 
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trusted  with  the  management  of  affairs  of  the  immense  importance  which 
attach  to  those  connected  with  the  government  of  a  country. 

Well,  sirs,  I  have  no  occasion  for  reserve  in  telling  you  the  answer  given 
to  General  Almonte.  It  was  said  to  him — when  did  you  come  ?  And  here  I 
have  no  occasion  to  mention  what  the  President  said  to  him,  who  coincided 
in  the  opinion  and  even  the  form  of  expression  with  the  minister  who  is 
speaking;  and  this  is  a  satisfaction  I  enjoy,  and  which  I  wish  to  impart  to 
some  deputies  who  are  making  some  demonstrations.  I  said,  then,  you  have 
come  to  talk  of  an  idea  you  have  conceived,  of  a  project  for  effecting  which 
you  have  taken  many  steps  in  advance,  precisely  when  our  expedition  has 
set  out,  when  our  general-in-chief  who  is  to  command  it  has  gone,  and  the 
plenipotentiary  who  bears  with  him  the  instructions  of  the  government.  This 
fact  alone,  this  single  circumstance  exempts  me,  not  only  as  minister,  bat 
as  Spaniard  merely,  from  giving  you  any  answer.  I  added  more;  the  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  Queen,  and  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Spanish  troops 
have  had  instructions  upon  all  the  points  which  were  discussed  when  con- 
cluding the  convention  of  London,  and  particularly  the  difficulties  which 
may  present  themselves;  and  alcove  all,  I  solemnly  declare  here  that  every 
precaution  was  had  to  estimate  duly  the  incidents  which  might  turn  up,  and 
the  solutions  which  would  be  adopted  in  every  case. 

If  Mr.  Castro  gives  credit  to  the  documents  when  they  are  presented,  he 
will  see  if  Mr.  Castro,  outside  the  documents,  puts  faith  in  what  relates  to 
verbal  declarations,  to  the  speech  of  the  minister  of  state  and  of  Count  de 
Reus,  those  words  will  be  harmony  when  the  fit  time  comes;  when  all  the 
questions  may  be  discussed  which  it  was  foreseen  might  present  themselves 
in  Mexico,  and  of  the  turn  which  things  might  take.  Does  Mr.  Castro  re- 
quire a  reply  more  plain  and  more  conclusive  ?  It  was  then  said  to  General 
Almonte  that  they  could  have  no  reason  to  reckon  in  any  manner  on  the 
support  of  the  Spanish  government,  from  the  mode  in  which  they  had 
initiated  the  question  and  begun  to  realize  their  idea,  because  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Queen,  beyond  all  things,  desired  to  give  on  one  day  and  on 
any  day,  in  all  its  acts  and  language,  irrefragable  proofs  of  the  respect  with 
which  it  regarded  the  independence  of  that  unfortunate  republic,  and  for 
the  freedom  which  that  people  enjoyed  to  shape  its  constitutions  as  woald 
best  suit  them,  as  there  was  no  government  existing  with  which  they  had 
any  anterior  connexions.  We  know,  then,  Mr.  Castro  must  already  see 
what  the  project  was;  we  were  not  ignorant  of  it;  we  apprized  Count  de 
Reus  of  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  eventualities  which  might  present 
themselves. 

The  Count  de  Reus  has  acted  upon  the  instructions  of  the  government; 
and  therefore  when  we  have  believed  that  through  his  noble  sentiments,  so 
worthy  a  distinguished  soldier,  he  was  sometimes,  perhaps,  more  conside- 
rate, somewhat  more  indulgent,  than  allowable  by  the  nature  of  the  govern- 
ment he  was  dealing  with,  and  that  of  the  affairs  placed  under  his  direction, 
we  have  urged  to  energetic  action,  if  the  prospects  did  seem  productive  ol 
the  results,  which  he  in  his  loftiness  of  spirit  looked  forward  to.  Accepting, 
then,  the  idea  of  coming  to  a  conclusion,  pacific,  conciliatory,  and  friendly, 
upon  the  great  question  agitated  in  Mexico,  we  believed  that  at  timesa 
certain  vigor  was  called  for,  and  we  recommended  it.  But  we  always  took 
care  that  any  conflict  with  the  other  plenipotentiaries  should  be  avoided, 
and  that  was  the  fourth  basis  of  our  action.  Then  came  up  a  special  ques- 
tion upon  which,  at  this  moment,  I  have  but  little  to  say.  Mr.  Castro  has 
referred  to  it,  but  he  has  not  made  a  thorough  analysis  of  it,  because  he 
could  not  do  so,  nor  has  he  uttered  a  clear  and  definitive  opinion,  because 
he  has  not  formed  one.  Because  we  cannot  ignore  it,  we  cannot  forget  it, 
that  what  Mr.  Castro  would  desire  is,  that  the  government,  at  the  moment 
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of  receiving  advices  of  events,  which  he  sometimes  qualifies  as  at  least  in" 
convenient  and  prejudicial,  and  at  others  as  untoward  for  the  honor  of  the 
country  and  its  interests,  should  have  uttered  its  opinion  so  as  to  have  im- 
pugned it  with  safety.  But  Mr.  Castro  does  not  know  what  the  opinion  of 
the  government  is  about  this  business,  and  hence  springs  that  vacillation, 
that  timidity,  inappropriate  to  him  when  occupied  with  this  event.  After 
telling  us  that  he  had  arranged  the  great  plan,  the  terrible  accusation  with 
which  he  was  going  to  finish  the  wretched  existence  of  this  moribund  ad- 
ministration, his  worship  has  arrived  at  jio  determinate  opinion.  He  has 
declaimed,  but  he  has  not  reasoned.  A  fact  has  happened,  at  first  incredi- 
ble, is  what  he  said — well,  pass  the  word  round;  one  thing,  however,  I  will 
not  pass — with  one  remark  I  will  not  be  indulgent;  he  said  that  from  the 
moment  when  the  event  was  announced  the  friends  of  the  administration 
believed  it  impossible — believed  such  event  would  dishonor  the  country  and 
destroy  the  credit  of  the  government;  but,  nevertheless,  they  have  since 
changed  their  opinion,  converting  their  grieved  and  disconsolate  accents 
into  words  of  pleasantness  and  approval.  *  *  *  ♦  *  This  event, 
which  Mr.  Castro  has  considered,  has  not  been  passed  upon  up  to  this  day, 
nor  has  it  been  condemned,  as  Mr.  Castro  affirms. 

Now,  I  will  say  something  more  of  what  Mr.  Castro  has  said,  and  if,  in 
saying  more  of  what  he  has  said,  he  believes  that  the  solution  which  has 
been  given  to  the  question  is  a  solution  which  compromises  the  honor  and 
interests  of  the  country — ^if  he  believes  the  government  has  incurred  by  it 
a  moral  responsibility  which  may  in  time  be  converted  into  a  legal  respon- 
sibility— that  would  be  another  motive  why  he  should  maintain  his  proposi- 
tion and  demand  a  vote  upon  it.  I  am  about  to  say  more.  The  government 
has  thought  that,  in  the  situation  to  which  things  have  come,  regretable  and 
unlooked  for  difierences  having  sprung  up  between  the  Spanish  and  English 
plenipotentiaries  on  the  one  part  and  the  French  on  the  other,  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  Count  de  Reus  was  inevitable.  He  could  not  adopt 
another,  as  the  question  was  radically  set  according  to  the  diflferences  of 
opinion  which  showed  themselves  at  the  conferences. 

The  resolution  adopted  by  the  Count  de  Reus  to  withdraw  the  Spanish 
forces  from  the  Mexican  territory  was  a  necessary  resolution  ;  it  was  not  at 
his  option  to  take  another;  he  could  not  remain  without  grave  risk — with- 
out exposing  himself,  and  exposing  the  Spanish  troops,  the  government,  and 
the  nation  to  gr^at  contests.  Oh,  but  if  it  had  been  allowed  that  that  event 
should  have  occurred  to  which,  in  another  way,  Mr.  Castro  distinctly  alluded. 
If  it  had  occurred  in  presence  of  our  army,  then  what  would  Mr.  Castro 
have  said  ?  What  an  indignity  I  Then  would  he  have  said  that  by  its 
presence  it  had  sanctioned,  and  by  its  inaction  permitted,  a  thing  contrary 
to  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  country.  And  if  that  should  have  been 
realized;  if  the  Spaniards,  impassable  and  with  arms  shouldered,  had  wit- 
nessed this  event  without  adopting  any  deeision,  on  whom  would  the  cen- 
sures have  fallen?  Would  they  have  included  the  Count  de  Reus,  or  would 
they  be  confined  to  her  Majesty's  government  ?  For  it  must  be  observed 
that  I  notice  in  the  discourse  of  Mr.  Castro  a  certain  desire  to  throw  ex- 
clusively upon  the  government  all  responsibility  for  the  occurrences  and  the 
acts  which  have  taken  place  in  the  expedition  to  Mexico,  excluding  entirely 
the  Count  de  Reus. 

The  Minister  of  State,  Calderon  Collantes. 
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Mr,  Perry  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  58.]  Legation  op  tjie  United  States, 

MadHd,  May  30,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  yoMX  information  what  was  said  in  the 
interview  which  took  place  on  the  23d  instant  between  Mr.  Calderon  Col- 
lantes  and  myself,  and  which  was  also  referred  to  summarily  in  my  last 
despatch. 

On  the  occasion  referred  to  I  informed  Mr.  Calderon  that  I  was  still  with- 
out instructions  froYn  you,  written  since  the  erabarcation  of  the  Spanish 
troops  from  Vera  Cruz  for  the  Habana  could  have  been  known  in  Washing- 
ton. I  ventured  little,  however,  in  saying  that  my  government  would  regard 
that  conduct  of  the  general  in  command  as  a  high  proof  of  the  loyalty  and 
good  faith  with  which  the  government  of  Spain  had  proceeded  in  this  busi- 
ness. I  was  of  opinion  also  that,  at  the  height  the  pretensions  of  France 
bad  reached  in  Mexico,  it  was  the  best  possible  termination  of  Spanish  par- 
ticipation in  the  affair.  It  hardly  comported  with  the  dignity,  certainly  not 
with  good  policy  on  the  part  of  Spain,  to  march  in  second  line  after  the 
French  in  Mexico,  even  if  there  had  been  no  previous  obligations  to  be  re- 
garded; but  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  London,  offered  also  to  the 
United  States  for  their  co-operation,  and  the  repeated  declarations  of  Mr. 
Calderon  to  myself,  certainly  forbade  Spain  to  engage  in  the  project  now 
openly  avowed  by  the  French  agents  of  putting  the  Archduke  Maximilian 
on  the  throne  of  Mexico.  I  was  aware  that  it  must  have  been  a  delicate 
matter  for  Spain  to  break  with  France  in  this  affair,  but  it  was  better  now 
than  later,  and  the  vigorous  action  of  the  Spanish  general  and  plenipoten- 
tiary at  the  critical  moment  when  it  was  exerted  had  left  the  French  so  evi- 
dently in  the  wrong  and  placed  Spain  so  boldly  in  the  right  that  I  had  little 
fear  of  any  serious  complication  for  Spain  with  the  government  of  the  Em- 
peror. His  imperial  Majesty  was  too  sagacious  a  statesman  and  too  mindful 
of  the  public  opinion  of  the  world  to  pursue  Spain  on  such  ground. 

I  thought  to  interpret  faithfully  the  public  sentiment  of  America  in  assur- 
ing Mr  Calderon  it  would  be  decided  and  even  enthusiastic  in  favor  of  the 
highly  honorable  conduct  of  Spain.  And  I  did  not  confine  my  remarks  to 
the  United  States;  I  had  myself  made  a  campaign  in  Mexico  and  had  seen 
something  of  that  people,  knew  something  of  the  ideas  which  prevailed 
among  them,  something  of  what  would  be  their  probable  feelings  and  senti- 
ments in  view  of  the  events  which  were  passing  among  them. 

The  national  feeling  of  Mexico  would  be  strongly  roused  by  the  attitude 
now  taken  by  the  representatives  of  France,  and  the  government  of  Presi- 
dent Juarez  would  never  have  been  so  strong  and  well  supported  in  Mexico 
as  now  when  its  existence  was  threatened  from  abroad. 

If  the  Spanish  government  had  before  been  looked  upon  with  prejudice 
or  enmity  in  Mexico,  which  was  in  fact  true,  I  had  no  doubt  it  would  here- 
after be  troated  with  respect  and  perhaps  with  affection.  The  effect  of  the 
recent  conduct  of  Spain  in  Mexico  would  not  be  to  lessen,  but  in  all  proba- 
bility to  increase  her  influence  in  all  Spanish  America,  and  open  for  her 
facilities  for  arranging  her  questions  pending  with  those  independent  states 
such  as  she  might  never  have  obtained  if  her  military  expedition  had  con- 
tinued its  course  with  the  French. 

Spain  had,  in  fact,  undoubtedly  obtained  a  great  part  of  the  object  which 
she  proposed  by  this  expedition,  as  it  had  been  repeatedly  explained  to  me 
by  Mr.  Calderon.  She  had  shown  the  Spanish-American  states  that  she  was 
not  without  means  to  assert  her  rights  if  she  were  aggrieved.  They  had 
Been  that  a  complete  army,  well-disciplined  and  appointed,  with  a  valiant 
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general  at  its  head,  could  be  sent  from  the  island  of  Cuba  at  short  notice, 
attended  also  with  a  powerful  fleet  of  screw  frigates,  such  as  any  nation 
would  be  proud  to  possess. 

This  was  palpable  Evidence  that  the  Spain  of  to-day  was  no  longer  the 
Spain  of  that  time  when  the  struggles  of  colonial  independence  took  place. 
Spain  had  planted  her  flag  alone  on  the  forts  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  afterwards 
the  conduct  and  discipline  of  her  soldiers  had  gained  for  them  the  respect 
or  good  will  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  seen  and  dealt  with  them,  whilst  at 
the  same  time  she  had  now  demonstrated  that  it  was  not  her  purpose  to  send 
her  forces  into  those  states  with  any  aggressive  plan  for  intervention  in 
their  interior  policy  and  government.  I  should  acknowledge  myself  mis- 
taken if,  in  relieving  herself  from  an  unsustainable  position  in  Mexico,  Spain 
had  not  by  that  very  act  obtained  moral  advantages  quite  equivalent  to  the 
objects  which  she  had  proposed  in  this  expedition  to  accomplish. 

Mr.  Calderon  manifested  much  pleasure  during  the  course  of  these  re- 
marks, saying  that,  in  fact,  the  two  great  points  of  showing  to  the  American 
republics  the  power  at  the  same  time  with  the  forbearance  and  good  will  of 
Spain  he  hoped  had  been  attained;  but  he  would  also  inform  me  that  the 
whole  object  of  the  Spanish  expedition  to  Mexico  might  be  considered  as 
accomplished.  And  her  Majesty^s-  minister  here  entered  upon  a  train  of  re- 
marks which,  as  he  afterwards  informed  me,  were  not  to  be  regarded  as  of 
an  official  character,  and  are  therefore  suppressed.  Spain  having  thus  at- 
tained the  objects  of  her  expedition  to  Mexico  had  retired  when  her  work  in 
that  country  was  done,  in  fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  of  the  convention  of 
London  and  of  the  assurances  which  he  had  had  the  honor  to  give  me  and 
afterwards  to  transmit  to  Mr.  Tassara  for  his  instruction  at  Washington. 

Mr.  Perry  also  made  some  observations  upon  the  probable  fortunes  of  the 
French  expedition  to  Mexico,  not  doubting  the  power  of  France  to  occupy 
the  capital  of  that  country  and  establish  temporarily  any  kind  of  govern- 
ment she  pleased ;  but  whatever  the  form  or  appearance  of  such  government 
might  be,  it  would  be  either  very  transitory  or  it  would  end  in  being  the 
g'overnment  of  France  herself. 

Mr.  Calderon  assented  to  this  remark,  but  doubted  whether  it  could  be 
the  serious  plan  of  the  French  Emperor  to  follow  up  the  expedition  to  Mexico 
as  the  beginning  of  a  permanent  intervention  in  the  interior  affairs  of  that 
coutitry. 

Mr.  Perry  replied  that  sound  policy  would  certainly  not  counsel  such  a 
project,  and  doubtless  the  Emperor  was  too  well  informed  of  the  nature  of 
sucn  an  enterprise  in  a  military  point  of  view,  as  he  certainly  was  too  saga- 
cious a  ruler  to  have  conceived  that  idea  in  the  beginning.  But  the  course 
of  events  might  prove  to  be  stronger  than  the  purposes  of  the  Emperor  of 
the  French.  It  was  no  criticism  upon  the  political  conduct  of  the  Emperor 
to  suppose  that  when  he  crossed  the  Alps  into  Italy,  in  1869,  he  could  have 
had  but  a  very  imperfect  idea,  if  any,  of  the  turn  which  Italian  politics  have 
really  taken  in  co;isequence  of  his  act,  or  of  what  would  really  be  his  own 
action  as  realized  by  events.  Probably,  though  the  action  of  the  Emperor 
in  Italy  must  be  said  to  have  been  eminently  successful,  not  one  of  his  pre- 
conceived plans  had  been  followed  out,  aside  from  the  stipulated  annexation 
of  Nice  and  Savoy. 

The  road  from  France  to  Mexico  was  long,  and  the  condition  of  the  latter 
country  not  such  as  to  inspire  the  highest  confidence  in  any  political  calcu- 
lations concerning  it.  But  how  would  France  be  able  to  retire  from  her 
present  enterprise  once  fairly  begun  ?  And  if  a  French  administration 
should  come  to  be  imposed  on  Mexico  ?  The  country  was  rich  in  resources 
and  might  gain,  materiallv,  at  least,  by  such  a  change.  Was  not  the  vision 
of  such  a  dependency  of  tne  empire  as  Mexico  might  become  bright  enough 
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to  obtain  for  the  Emperor  by  and  by  the  support  of  the  French  people  to 
procure  it  ? 

The  visible  policy  of  the  Emperor,  which  he  pursued  constantly  and  at  the 
expense  of  every  sacrifice,  was  to  increase  the  maritime  power  of  France. 
He  had  created  a  magnificent  war  marine,  but  he  lacked  behind  it  the  re- 
sources which  the  possession  of  a  great  merchant  service  could  only  supply. 
When  thousands  of  ships  should  be  crossing  each  other  between  Mexico  and 
France,  conducting  a  thriving  commerce  which  it  would  be  in  the  power  of 
the  Emperor  to  confine  to  French  bottoms,  would  not  the  merchant  navy  of 
France  be  created  ?  These  were  questions  merely,  but  they  were  such  as 
the  present  attitude  of  that  power  in  Mexico  made  natural  and  necessary. 

I  wished  merely  to  say  to  Mr.  Calderon  that  the  geographical  and  stra- 
tegical position  of  the  Spanish  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  with  their  mag- 
nificent harbors  on  the  road  between  France  and  Mexico,  ought  to  make  the 
government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  careful  as  to  the  consequences  of  the 
present  French  intervention  in  the  interior  affairs  of  that  country.  In  my 
own  humble  opinion,  though  I  spoke  unadvisedly  and  without  the  knowledge 
of  my  government,  the  conversion  of  Mexico  into  a  French  colony  ought  to 
be  looked  upon  as  deeply  interesting  at  the  same  time  to  England,  to  Spain, 
and  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Calderon  observed  that  we  in  the  United  States  were  the  most  inte^ 
ested.  Mr.  Perry  answered  that,  in  his  judgment,  the  first  and  most  deeply 
interested  was  England,  for  reasons  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat.  After 
England  came  Spain,  from  the  position  of  her  American  colonies.  Bat 
the  United  States,  though  they  certainly  could  not  witness  the  permanent 
occupation  of  Mexico  by  the  French  with  indifference,  esteemed  far  too 
highly  the  political  sagacity  of  the  present  Emperor  ever  to  imagine  that  he 
would,  under  any  circumstances,  dream  of  seeking  a  second  Moscow  in  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  themselves. 

Mr.  Calderon  informed  Mr.  Perry  that  the  whole  histoiy  of  the  allied  expe- 
dition and  the  rupture  of  the  plenipotentiaries  would  be  laid  before  the 
Spanish  Cortes  as  soon  as  the  voluminous  correspondence  could  be  copied, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  conduct  of  Spain  would  receive  the  complete 
approbation  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Perry  again  assured  Mr.  Calderon  that  this,  indeed,  was  hardly  doubt- 
ful, even  upon  the  data  already  before  us,  and  took  his  leave,  once  more 
expressing  in  earnest  language  his  sense  of  the  noble  and  chivalric  deport- 
ment of  the  Spanish  general  and  plenipotentiary  in  Mexico,  who  had  now 
added  to  his  well-earned  laurels  as  a  soldier  the  proofs  of  great  political 
foresight  and  a  moral  courage  which  did  honor  to  himself  and  to  his  country 
Most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Ferry  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  68.]  Legation  of  the  Untfed  States, 

Madrid,  July  t,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  your  information  that  on  the  4th  instant 
I  called  on  his  excellency  Mr.  Calderon  Collantes,  by  appointment,  at  his 
office  of  state,  and  after  some  other  conversation  said  that  I  had  lately  re- 
ceived an   instruction  from  Mr.  Seward  relative  to  Mexican  affairs,  the 
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import  of  which  I  was  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  to  communicate  to  her 
Catholic  Majesty's  minister  of  state.  Mr.  Seward,  whilst  he  considered  that 
tlie  uncertainty  still  hanging  over  the  course  of  events  in  Mexico  counselled 
him  to  defer  further  discussion  upon  that  subject,  especially  after  the  clear 
and  full  explanations  of  the  views  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
which  he  had  already  given  to  the  powers  that  signed  the  convention  of 
London,  nevertheless,  had  authorized  me,  on  one  point,  to  speak  with  all  the 
strength  that  might  be  needful  for  the  assurance  of  the  government  of  Spain. 

Mr.  Calderon  said  that  he  was  very  desirous  to  hear  from  the  government 
of  the  United  States  on  this  subject.  Public  attention  has  been  strongly 
excited  by  the  report  that  the  United  States  had  concluded  a  treaty  with 
Mexico,  in  which  various  provinces  had  been  pledged  in  security  for  the 
payment  of  an  advance  of  money  to  Mexico  by  the  United  States. 

I  thereupon  read  your  instructions  No.  31,  May  29,  to  Mr.  Calderon,  and 
remarked  upon  the  last  paragraph  that  notwithstanding  the  reports  which 
had  reached  Madrid  of  a  treaty  by  which  the  sovereignty  and  independence 
of  Mexico  were  supposed  to  be  put  in  jeopardy  through  the  diplomatic  action 
of  the  United.  States,  he  ought  to  feel  assured  that  there  was  no  such  plan 
on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Washington,  either  executed  or  intended  to 
be  executed. 

Mr.  Calderon  was  glad  to  have  that  assurance.  The  principle  announced 
by  Mr.  Seward,  that  respect  for  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  nations 
was  the  most  eflfectual  security  for  peace  and  the  progress  of  civilization, 
met  his  hearty  approval.  Spain  had  acted  on  this  principle,  and  would  con- 
tinue to  act.  It  was  a  neglect  of  this  principle  which  alone  could  bring  on 
serious  complications. 

Of  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  a  treaty  pledging  the  sovereignty  of  certain 
Mexican  provinces  for  the  repayment  of  money  to  the  United  States,  he  be- 
lieved there  was  little  doubt.  England  had  assigned  this  as  the  motive  for 
not  ratifying  a  treaty  signed  by  Sir  Charles  Wyke  and  based  on  the  existence 
of  that  treaty  of  the  United  States.  Though  there  were  other  reasons  why 
England  did  not  ratify  the  Wyke  treaty,  this  was  the  one  assigned,  and,  in- 
deed, he  must  say  that  the  American  treaty,  if  carried  out,  would,  perhaps, 
furnish  the  only  basis  for  a  new  diplomatic  arrangement  between  the  three 
European  governments  in  regard  to  Mexico. 

I  said  I  had  seen  such  a  treaty  mentioned  in  the  newspapers,  but  had  not 
received  a  word  concerning  it  from  my  government.  All  I  could  say  about 
it  was  exceedingly  adventurous,  and  founded  on  no  kind  of  knowledge,  offi- 
cial or  extra-official;  but  Mr.  Calderon  would  reniember  the  assurances  here- 
tofore expressed  by  me  personally,  and  not  contradicted  by  my  government, 
that  the  United  States  were  not  ambitious  to  extend  their  territory  upon 
the  south,  but,  on  the  contrary,  would  welcome  any  arrangement  made  by 
the  Mexicans  themselves,  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  national  will,  which 
should  establish  the  prosperity,  sovereignty,  and  independence  of  that  nation 
upon  a  firm  basis  as  quite  as  profitable  to  the  United  States  as  to  any  other 
foreign  power;  and  Mr.  Calderon  would,  at  the  same  time,  call  to  mind  that 
an  offer  of  money  in  aid  of  Mexico  was  made  from  the  first  by  the  United 
States,  and  announced  to  the  allied  powers.  If  the  American  minister  had 
now  concluded  a  treaty  by  which  the  United  States  should  advance  money 
to  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  that  republic  to  traverse  in  safety  the  diffi- 
culties in  which  she  was  now  engaged,  that  was  no  more  than  carrying  out 
the  original  policy  of  the  United  States  in  this  Mexican  business.  I  could 
understand  it  very  well  thus  far,  and  I  could  indeed  imagine  that  the  Ameri- 
can minister  at  Mexico,  in  casting  about  for  an  adequate  security  for  the 
proposed  loan,  should  have  found  himself  a  good  deal  at  a  loss  in  the  present 
state  of  Mexican  affairs.    He  might,  of  his  own  accord,  have  determined  in 
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favor  of  a  territorial  guarautce,  if  so,  it  was  probable  Imdid  it  looking  exclu 
sively  to  the  financial  aspect  of  the  question,  and  out  of  his  natural  anxiety 
to  secure  the  loan  by  a  guarantee  which  should  not  prove  afterwards  tt)  be 
fallacious,  without,  perhaps,  considering  sufficiently  the.  political  bearings 
of  such  a  stipulation  at  this  moment  Such  a  stipulation,  though  intended 
to  have  a  purely  financial  effect,  I  was  forced  to  confess,  in  view  of  what  Mr. 
Calderon  had  said,  was  unfortunately  liable  to  be  misinterpreted  in  another 
sense  ;  but  he  would  observe  that  it  was  also  said  that  President  Lincoln 
had  not  thought  proper  to  offer  this  treaty  to  the  Senate  for  ratification. 
Perhaps  the  President  had  doubted  the  expediency  of  taking  a  pledge  of  this 
description  from  Mexico  at  this  moment.  We  were  speaking  wholly  without 
knowledge,  but  this  circumstance,  taken  together  with  the  strong  language 
and  evident  meaning  of  the  last  instruction  of  Mr.  Seward  to  myself,  ought 
to  have  the  effect  to  reassure  the  government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  upon 
this  point. 

Mr.  Calderon  made  some  observations  not  repelling  but  rather  following 
up  the  same  train  of  reasoning,  and  I  again  repeated,  in  different  form,  many 
of  the  considerations  heretofore  urged  by  me  to  show  that  the  policy  of 
annexation  in  Mexico  and  Cuba  had  been  the  policy  of  the  statesmen  of  the 
South  of  the  United  States,  opposed  and  counteracted  by  the  statesmen  of 
the  North,  and  that  the  only  possible  wish  of  the  present  administration 
would  be  that  Mexico  should  be  able  to  maintain  her  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence throughout  her  present  difficulties. 

Mr.  Calderon  said  that  he  was  disposed  to  accept  this  view  of  the  case, 
and  remarked  that  it  was  evidently  adapted  to  the  actual  state  of  things  in 
the  United  States,  where,  undoubtedly,  we  were  exposed  to  a  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States  in  case  a  contrary  policy  should 
guide  our  policy  in  Mexico. 

I  replied  that  I  did  not  suppose  the  Emperor  of  the  French  would  allow 
himself  to  be  led  into  such  additional  error  in  America.  The  time  had  passed 
when  a  European  recognition  could  be  of  service  to  the  rebels  themselves. 
Probably  its  immediate  effect  would  be  only  to  precipitate  a  blow  at  the 
root  of  the  rebellion,  which  the  government  had  not  yet  thought  it  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  the  republic  to  deliver,  and  had  therefore  withheld; 
but,  if  any  serious  complication  should  threaten  us  from  abroad,  Mr.  Calde- 
ron would  remember  that  the  institution  of  slavery,  with  all  the  complica- 
tions depending  from  it,  could  be  abolished  at  a  stroke;  and  standing  on 
that  platform,  the  United  States  would  meet  the  nations  of  Europe  who  came 
to  sustain  that  institution  oc  our  soil  with  little  apprehension  as  to  the  ulti* 
mate  result. 

Thus  terminated  the  conversation  on  the  subject  of  Mexico.  It  will  not 
fail  to  arrest  your  attention,  and  I  have  to  say  that  Mr.  Calderon's  expres- 
sions in  regard  to  the  supposed  treaty  by  which  Mexico  pledges  territory  in 
security  for  money  to  the  United  States  are  not  stronger  than  was  warranted 
by  the  tone  of  public  feeling  here. 

This  news  has  given  immense  aid  to  the  French  party  at  this  court,  and 
tells  hard  against  the  rising  influence  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Calderon's  hint  that  this  treaty  might  be  a  basis  for  a  new  alliance 
between  the  three  powers  will  probably  be  confirmed  to  you  by  our  minis- 
ters at  London  and  Paris. 

French  diplomacy  has  been  laboring  hard  for  this  result,  and  will  not  fail 
to  improve  this  circumstance  to  the  utmost,  at  least,  in  Spain,  where  the 
rooted  apprehension  of  our  extension  on  the  south  comes  well  in  aid  of  their 
purpose. 

I  do  not  think  it  politic  to  mention  the  case  of  St.  Domingo  as  an  instance 
of  Spain^s  respect  for  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  nations  last  year 


PBESENT   CONDITION   OF     MEXICO.  569 

and  accepted jwith  pleasure  Mr.  Calderon^e  present  assurances  in  this  respect, 
so  honorably  illustrated  by  the  recent  action  of  General  Prim  in  Mexico. 
With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY 
Hon  W1T.UAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stale,  Washington. 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 


No.  70. 1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  August  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  have  learned  by  the  public  press  that  the  marquis  of 
the  Havana,  General  D.  Jos^  de  la  Concha,  late  captain  general  of  Cuba,  has 
been  appointed  emDassador  of  Spain  to  Paris,  and  that  he  left  Madrid  last 
evening  for  his  post. 

I  have  not  enjoyed  a  personal  interview  with  General  Concha,  nor  do  I 
pretend  to  know  the  tenor  of  his  instructions.  I  have,  however,  conversed 
personally  with  General  Prim,  immediately  after  an  interview  betwen  these 
two  generals,  in  which  I  acquired  the  certain  confirmation  of  my  knowledge 
from  other  sources  that  the  ideas  of  General  Concha  in  regard  to  Spanish 
policy  in  America  and  as  to  what  ought  to  be  the  action  of  Spain  in  the 
question  of  Mexico,  are  wholly  distinct  from  and  opposed  to  those  of  Gen- 
eral Prim. 

General  Concha  belongs  to  the  party  in  Spain  which  believes  that  the  only 
salvation  for  Spanish  interests  in  America  is  in  a  close  alliance  with  France . 
He  will  certainly  re-establish  that  alliance  if  it  can  be  done,  and  goes  to 
Paris  for  that  purpose. 

The  vacillation  of  the  O'Donnell  government  has  been  great'  It  was  for 
many  days  doubtful  whether  General  Concha  would  receive  this  appoinment. 
The  apprehension  of  danger  from  France  has,  however,  overcome  all  reasona- 
ble arguments  for  firmness  in  the  policy  indicated  by  the  retirement  of  the 
Spanish  troops  from  Mexico,  under  General  Prim. 

The  triumph  of  French  policy  in  the  Italian  question,  as  shown  by  the 
recognition  of  Italy  by  the  Czar  of  Russia  and  the  King  of  Prussia,  has  had 
its  effect.  The  Spanish  government  has  begun  to  entertain  some  apprehen- 
sions from  the  isolation  in  which  it  is  left  on  that  question  by  Europe,  and 
will  not  long  withhold  its  recognition  of  Victor  Emanuel  as  King  of  Italy. 

Our  own  reverses  before  Richmond,  at  Charleston,  and  in  the  west,  have 
been  studiously  and  atrociously  exaggerated  in  the  English  and  French 
presses,  from  which  Spanish  ideas  of  foreign  affairs  are  principally  gathered. 
I  have  labored  strenuously  to  counteract  the  effect  of  these  representations, 
by  such  translations  and  republications  as  I  could  make  from  our  own  news- 
papers. But  the  news  is  bad  at  best,  and  the  governing  classes  here,  always 
desirous  of  the  separation  of  the  republic,  always  secretly  and  avowedly  in 
sympathy  with  the  rebels,  by  whom  they  hope  such  a  separation  will  be 
rendered  possible,  have  seized  with  avidity  these  indications  of  what  they 
imagine  to  be  the  declining  power  of  the  north. 

^  *  4c  «  ♦  ♦  ♦  «  ♦ 

As  I  have  before  informed  you,  the  palace  at  Madrid  is  possessed  with  a 
vague  sense  of  danger,  looks  with  mistrust  upon  the  marriage  of  the  King 
of  Portugal  with  a  princess  of  Savoy  under  the  patronage  of  Napoleon  III., 
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and  at  last  has,  as  it  seems,  determined  to  flatter  this  personage,  and  will 
accede  to  his  demands  in  the  matter  of  Mexico. 

In  aid  of  this  resolution  comes  also  the  abondonment  by  the  Emperor  of 
his  candidat  Maximilian,  for  a  Mexican  throne,  and  his  dissatisfaction  with 
Almonte  and  the  Mexican  personages  whom  his  representatives  in  Mexico 
seemed  disposed  to  sustain  at  all  hazards. 

With  these  concessions  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
report  that  the  co-operation  of  the  Spanish  government  in  his  measures  as 
regards  Mexico  is,  for  the  present,  virtually  secured.  What  form  this  will 
take  hereafter  is  yet  to  be  seen. 

With  sentiments  of  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  G. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Perry, 


No.  31.]  Department  op  State, 

WaskingtoHy  May  29,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  April  17  (No.  48)  has  been  received. 

It  is  very  interesting  as  a  considerate  and  guarded  exposition  of  Mr.  Cal- 
deron  Colantes's  views  on  the  subject  of  Mexican  affairs. 

I  find  no  occasion  to  add  to  the  frank  and  full  explanations  of  the  views 
of  this  government  on  that  subject  I  have  already  given.  Matters  have 
indeed  assumed  a  new  and  unexpected  complication.  Before  we  can  engage 
in  discussing  them  under  their  new  aspect,  we  need  to  have  some  more  light 
concerning  the  probable  course  of  events  in  Mexico.  We  the  more  readily 
defer  the  discussion  because  a  hopeful  state  of  affairs  at  home  seems  to  call 
for  our  best  exertions  to  bring  our  unhappy  civil  war  to  an  early  close. 
Nations  no  more  than  individuals  can  wisely  divide  their  attention  upon 
many  subjects  at  one  time. 

On  one  point,  however,  you  may  expfess  yourself  as  strongly  as  you  think 
needful,  namely  :  the  disposition  of  the  United  States  to  cultivate  at  home 
and  abroad  respect  for  the  sovereignty  and  the  independence  of  nations  as 
the  most  effectual  security  for  peace  and  the  progress  of  civilization. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  4c-»  4n^-i  4r^>  Madrid, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Perry, 


No.  33.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  23,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  May  25  (No.  57)  has  been  received. 

It  is  very  interesting,  and  the  debate  in  the  Cortez  upon  Mexican  affairs 
which  you  have  extracted  for  us  is  very  instructive.  Mr.  Calderon  Collantes 
appears  very  advantageously  in  that  discussion.  His  speech  is  temperate 
and  loyal,  and  no  one  can  read  it  without  being  satisfied  that  the  Spanish 
government  has  acted  with  eminent  honor  and  good  faith. 

You  may  say  this  to  Mr.  Calderon  Collantes,  and  may  add  that  this  gov- 


PRESENT  CONDITION   OP     MEXICO.  571 

em  men  t  is  favorably  impressed  with  the  deportment  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment on  this  occasion. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  that  beyond  these  assurances  you  should  at 
present  make  or  seek  any  further  explanations  at  Madrid  concerning  the 
state  of  Mexican  affairs.  The  President  hopes  that  the  course  of  events 
may  be  such  as  to  relieve  this  government  from  further  debate  upon  them, 
notwithstanding  the  present  singular  complication.  Should  this  expectation 
be  disappointed,  we  shall  then  have  the  advantage  of  a  clear  knowledge  of 
the  actual  situation  of  that  subject,  which,  at  present,  we  could  only  antici- 
pate, and  might,  by  anticipating  erroneously,  increase,  instead  of  preventing 
embarrassment. 

Your  assiduity  and  zeal  in  the  matter  are  fully  appreciated  ;  Mr.  Carl 
Schurz  has  resigned  the  mission  to  Spain,  and  entered  the  military  service. 
Mr.  Gustavus  Koeruer,  of  Illinois,  has  been  appointed  and  has  accepted  the 
mission.  I  learn  from  him  that  he  will  not  take  his  departure  until  the 
expiration  of  about  six  weeks. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  S^a,,  S^c,  ^.,  Madrid. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Perry. 


No.  34.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  24,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  May  30  (No.  68)  was  duly  received.  It  gives  us 
a  full  and  interesting  account  of  your  conversation  with  Mr.  Calderon  Col- 
lantes  on  the  subject  of  the  change  of  position  of  the  late  European  allies  in 
Mexico.  I  have,  however,  in  a  previous  despatch  communicated  the  views 
of  the  President  on  that  subject,  so  far  as  it  is  deemed  wise  to  expose  them 
at  the  present  moment. 

We  are  in  a  crisis  in  our  own  domestic  affairs  indicative  of  a  close  of  the 
struggle.  Events  in  Mexico  are  only  at  their  beginning.  We  shall  see  more 
clearly  and  be  able  to  determine  more  fully  after  a  little  time.  Meantime  it 
is  proper  that  you  should  know  that  Mr.  Cor  win  lately  negotiated  a  treaty 
for  a  loan  of  eleven  millions  of  dollars  with  Mexico  ;  that  this  treaty  was 
made  in  the  absence  of  any  instructions,  and  that  it  may  perhaps  be  thought 
by  the  Senate  to  conflict  with  the  policy  that  it  has  heretofore  indicated. 
The  treaty,  however,  has  been  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  its  information 
and  consideration,  without  an  expression  of  opinion  upon  it  by  the  President. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  repeat  on  this  occasion  the  former  expressions 
of  satisfaction,  with  the  loyal  and  enlightened  course  of  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  SfC.,  4^.,  Sfc.,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Perry. 


No.  39.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  31,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  July  8  (without  a  number)  has  been  received. 
Long  before  this  reply  shall  reach  its  destination  you  will  have  learned 
that  the  treaty  negotiated  by  Mr.  Corwin  with  Mexico  was  E\3Aim\\.\fc<i  \$^ 
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the  President  to  the  Senate  for  its  consideration,  lifithout  any  expression  of 
opinion  on  his  part,  and  that  the  Senate  decided  that  it  would  not  act  upon 
the  subject 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq ,  4^.,  ifc.,  ifc.,  Madrid. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Koerher. 


No.  3.]  Department  or  State, 

Washington,  August  25,  1862. 

Sir:  Mr.  Perry's  despatch  of  August  1  (No.  73)  has  been  received.  It 
brings  information  of  the  appointment  of  Don  Jos^  de  la  Concha  to  be  am- 
bassador at  Madrid,  and  Mr.  Perry  infers  from  that  proceeding  and  other 
events  a  probable  combination  by  the  government  of  Spain  with  that  of 
France  in  the  war  waged  by  the  Emperor  against  Mexico. 

That  war,  regarded  in  the  light  of  the  explanations  of  it  which  have  been 
given  to  this  government  by  that  of  the  Emperor,  is  a  foreign  affair,  and 
the  new  phase  of  Spanish  policy  in  regard  to  it,  for  that  reason,  does  not 
require  any  special  notice  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

♦  «  ♦  ♦  ♦  ait  4c4e  « 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
Gustavus  Kokrnbr,  Esq.,  SfC.,  SfC.,  ijfc.,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 


No  4  ]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  February  12,  1862. 
Sir  :  Yesterday  I  had  a  long  and  interesting  conversation  with  Count 
Rechberg  at  the  foreign  office.     He  asked  me  what  was  the  latest  intelli- 
gence from  America. 

I  observed  that  perhaps  it  might  hardly  seem  fitting  that  anything  should 
be  said  between  us  just  now  about  the  Mexican  matter.  On  the  contrary, 
said  he,  I  am  quite  ready.  I  then  replied  that  I  had  nothing  to  say  on  the 
subject  at  present;  that  the  remarkable  turn  the  affair  was  taking  was  un- 
known in  America  by  last  advices,  and  that  I  was,  of  course,  without  any 
instructions  with  regard  to  it.  He  said  we  are  ourselves  simply  in  a  posi- 
tion of  expectancy.  The  three  maritime  powers  had  made  an  expedition  to 
Mexico.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  intend  to  have  nothing.  Should 
the  result  of  the  enterprise  be  to  establish  a  stronger  government  in  Mexico, 
a  monarchy,  it  will  then  be  for  the  Austrian  government  to  consider  whether 
sufficient  guarantees  of  various  sorts  as  to  its  stability  can  be  offered  in 
order  to  induce  an  archduke  of  our  imperial  house  to  make  the  great  sacrifice 
of  mounting  its  throne. 

I  think,  as  nearly  as  possible,  these  were  the  minister's  exact  words.    I 
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have  already  mentioned  to  you,  in  a  private  letter,  that  it  is  quite  certain 
that  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximillian  had  been  consulted  by  certain 
Mexican  refugees — Almonte,  Estrada,  and  Gutierez — at  Trieste,  on  this 
matter,  and  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  was  in  favor  of  his  candidacy. 
Thus  far  the  subject  is  in  nvbibus — the  new  Mexican  throne  is  in  the  misty 
future — and  Austria  has  only  agreed  that  the  archduke  shall  ascend  it,  if 
proper  securities  be  offered. 

I  made  no  reply  to  Count  Rechberg's  observations.     He  then  asked  me  if 
I  thought  there  would  be  opposition  to  the  scheme  in  the  United  States. 

I  said  that,  as  he  asked  me  the  question,  I  had  no  hesitation  in  answering 
as  a  private  person,  not  officially,  that  I  thought  the  opposition  would  be 
universal  and  intense.     He  asked  why  ?     I  gave  two  reasons:     First,  the 
American  people,  abstaining  from  European  politics,  have  always  had  a 
strong  feeling  in  regard  to  European  interference  with  political  arrangementd 
on  the  North  American  continent.     Secondly,  the  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment was  the  hereditary  one  over  the  greater  part  of  our  continent,  and 
attempts  to  supersede  it  by  monarchical  forms,  by  means  of  force,  would  be 
regarded  both  by  the  lovers  of  progress,  and  by  more  conservative  parties, 
as  revolutionary,  unphilosophical,  and  mischievous.     He  asked  if  the  mo- 
narchical form  of  government  was  considered  so  objectionable  in  America.  I 
said,  unquestionably  for  America.     Whatever  might  be  the  case  in  Europe, 
with  us  there  were  absolutely  no  materials  for  monarchy.     And  in  Europe, 
said  he,  there  are  no  materials  for  a  republic.     Then,  I  replied,  you  can  easily 
perceive  the  revolutionary  shock  to  men's  ideas  which  would  be  communicated 
by  the  sudden  creation,  on  our  frontier,  of  a  foreign  monarchy  by  foreign  arms. 
Suppose  that  the  United  States,  acting  in  concert  with  another  powerful 
American  republic,  if  such  there  were,  should,  on  pretext  of  debts  owing  to 
their  citizens,  or  flagrant  wrongs  committed  against  individuals  through  an 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  local  adnrinistration,  suddenly  invade  some 
weak  kingdom,  or  portion  of  a  kingdom,  in  your  neighbourhood,  reduce  its 
cities  and  strong  places. with  their  armies  and  navies,  without  any  declara- 
tion of  war,  and  proceed  to  establish  a  strong  democratic  republic,  for  ex- 
ample, on  the  frontiers  of  Austria,  and  in  close  neighbourhood  to  your 
capital  or  great  commercial  centres  :  you  would  certainly  not  regard  such 
events  with  indifference  or  without  alarm.     Governments  and  individuals 
would  be  full  of  suspicion.     Men  would  say,  if  a  great  power  from  the  other 
end  of  the  earth  can  be  permitted  to  come  hither  and  subvert  dynasties, 
and  make  radical  changes  in  the  political  institutions  of  independent  nations, 
by  means  of  superior  military  force,  there  is  an  end  forever  to  any  separate 
national  existence,  or  to  any  international  law.     Every  state  would  hence- 
forth live  upon  sufferance.    The  great  powers,  acting  in  concert,  and  making 
use  of  brute  force,  would  reduce  the  world  to  obedience,  and  change  political 
institutions  at  their  pleasure. 

I  said,  whatever  might  be  the  present  condition  of  Mexico,  that  I  could  not 
imagine  that  the  nation  was  prepared  to  abandon  the  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment and  suffer  itself  to  be  converted  into  a  European  monarchy  without 
a  struggle.  I  had  no  special  means  of  information,  but  I  thought  that,  on 
general  principles,  refugees  were  bad  counsellors,  and  rarely  represented 
the  feelings  of  a  nation.  I  should  be  surprised  if  a  Mexican  kingdom  could 
be  established,  except  by  force.  No  doubt  the  allies  were  strong  enough  to 
crush  resistance.  But  bloodshed  and  massacre  on  a  considerable  scale  would, 
I  thought,  be  necessary  to  overcome  that  resistance.  I  could  not  believe 
that  the  enlightened  powers  of  France,  England,  and  Spain  intended  the 
perpetration  of  a  crime,  and  it  seemed  to  me  improbable  that  the  end  pro- 
posed could  be  accomplished  except  by  crime.  It  seemed  to  me,  too,  almost 
impossible  that  a  monarchy  thus  established,  unless  constantly  supported 
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hj  1  r^'ii  laT^Jiff*:^.  f  :iLJt  nAziJiaizx  h^^-If  Jiar.  TVe^  idea  oi  Earopean  mon- 
ar-:n7  r-ttoi^  in*  a  k.i  -^^^u.- •  i^-sitHi  aari  ij*;^ :r:eil  -Kr^ier  ^3^  tkii^s,  which  are 
^n^r-:jw^ajzn'S  ix  ^  inn.  ^-nr^^r^raL.  Tbt*  r^ii^  sj^em,  fromk  which  the 
3i»  niiT^-iieif  wiit  ir^y.*Trurj^  :c  £*iir:ce  -^^rrrvr^i  is#rsr  oci^in.  tbeir  sanctioB, 
aaii  -n^-r  f?:r'-!i:r'-a-  :i^  TZLCZb.*»T.  3.  litr  wi?^*::.^^:^  wccli:  afri  the  etements  oat 
at  w^.i«:a  x  wi*  r  mc«.fi:i»:H-i  c»a  fcar^r  j  •r^i-orsr  azaiB.  A  forei^  man- 
ar-inj  'r^x-Kii^-i'ir^i  rr  m  Lrr  c*^  w  rL.i  i»?  a  ^«*oieT  er«xic  aad  woaki  wither 
5.r  w  inc  c  •fi:Si:t*^^u  r:*Jii^  A  lem^irLkl  i^^zr*^r»CT  to  sanoaDd  the  throne 
w.ruit  -?e*»?ii  i.Tif  ?*u  31C* :t**^w':ur  CQ  %  •*?:^iiia**a.t  waere  land  of  the  best  qoalitj 
caa  :•?  aaiL  in.  ree  ia^pLe.  5:r  a  c-  ^lir  -ir  two  tL»?  acre.  In  certain  portions 
cf  .or  .wa  o:«rrr7  a  i«sea»ii:  ar'st-:cr*cj  L*d  jcrc-wa  up,  fotmded  not  on  the 
»w  -cn.  !i«,c  :&  2L:l-*ar7  oji^i/d*-*^  3#:r  ao.  raat  temi:Tial  possessions,  but  nponi 
pArn#ri_-kr  a:i»i  <ri^rcii'.Cik^  kii^i  oc  cr:c«rTtj.  as  reoy^nkiied  br  special  legi»> 
LAZii.a  izi  ai  guficy^.^-je-  ran^^  ^-^  m,anlrr.»i.  I  di-i  a-.^t  kD4>w  whether  or  not 
tn#*  a^w  Mei>raa  »'-«.ar^  j  wa*  iv  c«  «iirr':«cEi*i-5Ki  by  an  aristocracy  of  sltTe- 
h.l'i*^Ti,  and  ia  a  la^td  wi^iere  tise  repaclk  bad  alreadj  abolished  African 
•laTery. 

Still  ^^-eajrhLZ"  a#  a  p-rrvate  pers^ia.  azsd  br  d»>  means  officiaDj,  I  took  occa- 
sion  Vj  sar  ti:iat  all  mj  feeV^TS  ^L»i  pt,l:u»:rai  ♦z-C'inioos  were  strongly  opposed 
to  tbe  alja.jcpi>  ^  by  tie  Uitiifc^i  S:a:e$  oi  an  inch  of  Mexican  soil,  and  that 
they  always  h^  been,  a&d  pr>C'abty  always  w»>iiki  be,  opposed  to  any  annei- 
athAi^  north  or  ^yuih.  We  had  territijry  eaoazh  and  a  safficient  mingling  of 
races:  especially  the  extensioa  of  oar  frk>Dtier  any  farther  towards  the 
tropics,  together  with  the  admixture  of  so  foreign  an  elenoent  as  that  of  the 
Mexican  p>palation,  I  o>risi*iered  to  be  fraa^t  with  evil  For  my  own  part, 
I  wished  si ocerely  that  the  Mexican  republic  o>ald  be  strengthened  and  its 
admibiAtration  improTed;  bat  I  should  deplore  its  conquest,  either  by  our 
own  arms,  or  those  of  any  Earopean  nation. 

I  have  endeavored  to  give  the  sabstance  of  oar  conversation  as  accaratelj 
as  I  can  from  memory.  It  was  to  me  an  interesting  one,  and  I  trnst  it  may 
be  deemed  not  unworthy  of  the  President's  attention  and  your  own.  If  it 
is  desired  that  I  should  say  anjrthing  officially  on  the  subject  at  any  future 
day,  you  will  of  course  instruct  me,  I  believe,  however,  the  scheme  in 
question  to  be  so  doubtful,  and  at  any  rate  so  distant,  as  to  make  it  prefer- 
able U}  leave  the  matter  for  the  present  out  of  the  region  of  formal  discussion, 
a  a  a  a  a  a  4c 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabo, 

Secretary  (^  StaJle^  Washington. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Motley. 


No.  14.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  very  interesting  despatch  of  February  12  (No.  4)  has  been 
submitted  to  the  President. 

The  just  and  generous  sentiments  expressed  by  Count  Rechberg,  concern- 
ing the  unhappy  domestic  contest  in  which  wo  are  engaged,  are  welcomed 
by  us  with  sincere  satisfaction.  That  satisfaction  is  enhanced  by  the  fact 
that  the  friendship  now  expressed,  when  it  may  be  seen  that  we  are  begin- 
ning to  emerge  from  these  troubles,  is  remembered  by  us  to  have  been  ex- 
pressed with  equal  frankness  and  fervor  at  former  periods,  when  many  other 
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powers  seemed  to  assume  that  our  struggle  to  save  our  country  and  its 
precious  institutions  from  destruction  was  hopeless. 

The  views  you  unofficially  expressed  concerning  the  intervention  of  Spain, 
France,  and  Great  Britain  in  Mexico  seem  to  me  to  be  ^ry  just  and  wise. 
As  Austria  has  not  been  a  party  in  this  intervention,  we  have  not  thought 
it  necessary  to  explain  to  her  the  position  we  have  assumed  in  regard  to 
that  transaction,  and  we  do  not  instruct  you  to  do  so.  Nevertheless,  we 
have  no  concealments,  and,  on  the  contrary,  we  desire  to  practice  perfect 
frankness  on  that  as  on  all  other  subjects.  The  disposition  of  the  Austrian 
government  is  now  incidentally  brought  into  discussion  by  authentic  reports 
of  a  project  of  the  establishment  of  a  throne,  to  be  occupied  by  the  Grand 
Duke  Maximilian,  in  Mexico. 

You  are,  therefore,  entitled  to  information  of  the  views  of  this  government, 
and  Austria  may  desire  to  know  them.  For  these  reasons,  1  send  you  a 
copy  of  a  communication  heretofore  addressed  by  us  to  the  allies,  which 
you  may,  if  you  think  proper,  unofficially  submit  to  the  perusal  of  Count 
Kechberg,  if  he  should  express  a  desire  to  see  it.  The  House  of  Represen- 
tatives has  called  for  the  whole  correspondence  of  the  government  on  this 
subject.  A  copy  will  be  transmitted  to  you  when  it  shall  have  become 
public  here. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  LoTHBOP  Motley,  Esq.,  dc,  (£c.,  €0c.,  Vienna, 


Mr,  Pike  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  50.]  IJNrrED  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  May  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  circulars  of  the  2d  and  5th  of 
this  month  in  relation  to  the  recovery  of  New  Orleans,  and  see  by  the  public 
journals  that  the  proclamation  of  the  President  in  respect  to  the  blockade  of 
that  and  other  southern  ports  has  been  issued. 

This  prompt  and  timely  movement  must  remove  the  only  pretext  France 
and  England  could  have  for  interference  with  our  affairs.  The  distress  in 
their  manufacturing  districts  is,  however,  great,  and  must  be  growing  greater. 
In  some  late  observations  I  have  made  along  the  channels  of  trade  leading 
to  the  interior  of  France,  Belgium,  and  Germany,  I  have  seen  more  or  less 
cotton  moving,  but  I  have  found  on  inspection  that  none  of  it  was  American, 
yet  all  must  now  perceive  that  there  is  nothing  left  but  to  wait  the  progress 
of  events  which  cannot  be  hastened  by  interference.  If  France  has  looked 
upon  any  possible  complications  hostile  to  us,  through  the  affairs  of  Mexico, 
.  I  judge  she  will  now  be  disposed  to  review  such  reflections.  The  movement 
there,  as  viewed  here,  in  well-informed  circles,  is  regarded  as  developing  a 
purpose  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  to  strengthen  his  prestige  and  his  dynasty 
by  coming  forward  as  the  supporter  of  the  church  party  in  that  country. 
Though  not  in  favor  with  the  Catholics,  he  makes  himself  necessary  to  them 
in  Rome,  and  he  seems  to  aim  to  occupy  a  similar  position  in  Mexico.  It  is 
undoubtedly  in  harmony  with  his  plans  to  put  money  in  the  pockets  of  influ- 
ential supporters  of  the  empire,  by  giving  value  under  a  new  regimd  to  ex- 
isting Mexican  securities  in  their  possession  which  are  at  present  worthless. 

These  views  seem  to  me  more  reasonable  than  the  often  suggested  idea 
that  the  invasion  of  that  unhappy  country  has  for  its  object  to  re-establish 
a  monarchy  there  for  the  benefit  of  decaying  royal  families  in  Europe,  or  as 
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1.  *-*»nn*-fi-<iiii  1  'i'r  iir<?Tin*»-t  i»iln''rii  i^.h.ziii&  i»l  tm-  DiiniiiesiL     Bat  joor 
#ifir^'^  I J    .^.  '-lUiii.-n  Ji  "lii-'r  ifi:  •^-!I:  :rt!iiOKr   mj  Temiirk*  of  mine  thereon 

J-  .^  c:5i"iir  T    *!rT"'?!S  ii»*  i^-^irur  i  *:mmr:i  n.  ▼-hi  ▼rmiiL  The  trhnDphant 

r^.'^-'-iiitt^r  n  ri*-'   i^'ie  r^i»i'/i  »l  i*^  re!ie:"r»-3  ty  its  friends 

""ii*    ML  *>innii^ir  rr  3''tDt   imt.   r  Tiii}:>eajr:^  il  AmerScan  instito- 

T»rni-u"t-  *.  taimir-ii:'**   ii- rr**f  -i>^r  ▼"iir^niir'  in  the  present 

*fti»r^r'*fiirj      Tif*  ▼•iiH-tn'''*^*!  ^rt'iiH.ir  n  Lnr'ti^tdki.  s^riprr.  m'Lich  h&s 

vf^*if-t  !>•  Lim   if^  *^If*'ii:  i»tr-.»-^  "li**  Tn**:ir!»*'"i^L  kul  rumuitiidiiir'  development. 

1  mr-^  iif^  u  ii  r  i.   i»^  ▼•"jl  r^^i.:  ^trr«-:>t-rL  -r  icr  m  »«r:  :':»^d K-iit  s-errant, 

^AMES  S.  PIKE. 


Mr  ^tesssri  21  Jfr.  ^ab»L 


»'i>*iT,ofc*ii,  J«JH?  21,  1861 

rfcic  Tnr  '^^♦rj%^*-:a  r-c  Mtj  i?^  Vt_  in*  ^-itf  ct2j  reoeiTed.  Our  militvy 
»:£»-r*  -^riTrxTf^  ':'^.>«:«»r  ♦la.  T:»*  ::2j«rrir-?L':*  pr^rtkaihr  mre  concentrating 
iZiz^  *^i*^r'»^  :a.  fci  «.rs  1^:-  *;kT*  Z^. -j_iif:oi.  Tifey  still  dream  of  deliver- 
M2jZft  f r  CI  £rr.c*i-.  id  !!#»•  lilii**  f.c  l::^  is»i«lz^2iDe  in  such  delusions  has 

I  o>  lu-.t  w.oiey  ^-ij  Ezriz^  ikfl*  t.^'  «*T«?iebe3>l  iLe  policy  of  France  in 
T^^^^Tkri  Vj  Mei>:t>.  EcLi^irra^^siie^Li  :v^*e^  res^'i  frc»m  the  misemployment  of 
rut£Kii!L?  *r:LSe«  akCTrjhd.  Yet  wi^t  i«  i«:  be  dccic  with  soch  armies  when 
XJL^fT  are  iritir.^t  c*>?^r'*t":'.t:  at  b  ci-r  ? 

I   issia^^iije  tb^i  ocr  p- cj.  wLi-cii  practical]  j  dispenses  with  standing 
armkig  in  iiii*e  of  peace,  will  prcire  to  be  the  wisest  one. 
I  am,  M,  Tonr  obedient  serrant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
JiUfEs  S,  Puck.  Esq.,  d^-.,  i£c^  Sc. 
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Admiralty 

To  Lord  Bloomfield  .. 


Earl  Cowley 

Sir  J.  Crampton . 
do 


1862. 
Jan.      30 
Feb.       6 


.do. 


.do. 


Jan.     30 
Jan.     31 

....do.-.. 


.do. 


.do. 


Lord  Bloomfield 

To  Lord  Bloomfield . 


Admiralty 

Lord  Bloomfield. 


To  Sir  J.  Crampton  . 


Lord  Lyons 

Earl  Cowley  ... 
ToSirC.Wyke. 


do 

To  admiralty. 


Admiralty . 


Feb.  3 

Feb.  4 

Feb.  6 

Feb.  13 

Feb.  16 

Feb.  13 

Feb.  17 

Feb.  3 

Feb.  21 

Feb.  24 


Feb.     26 
Feb.     26 

Feb.     27 


Occupation  of  Vera  Cruz  by  Spanish  troops. 

With  reference  to  the  offer  of  the  Mexican  crown 
to  Archduke  Maximilian,  to  state  that  the 
British  government  will  abide  by  the  conven- 
tion of  October. 

M.  Thouvenel's  statement  as  to  interference  in 
internal  affairs  of  Mexico. 

Conversations  with  Marshal  0'  Donnell  and  Sefior 
Calderon  Collantes  respecting  Mexico. 

Has  assured  Spanish  government  of  the  oonfi- 
deoce  of  her  Majesty's  government.  Sefior 
Calderon  Collantes  expresses  satisfekition. 

Conversation  with  Sefior  Calderon  Collantes  re- 
specting the  project  of  placing  a  European 
prince  on  the  throne  of  Mexico. 

Proclamations  issued  by  the  Spanish  general  at 
Vera  Cruz. 

Explanation  given  to  Spanish  government  as  to 
views  of  British  government. 

Supposed  opinion  of  Austrian  government  respect- 
ing the  nomination  of  Archduke  Maximilian. 

Views  of  her  Majesty's  government  on  nomina- 
tion of  Archduke  Maximilian. 

Proceedings  on  Pacific  coast. 

Communication  with  Count  Rechberg  respecting 
intentions  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

Observe  that  no  mention  is  made  in  the  Vera 
Cruz  proclamations  of  the  oo-operation  of  the 
allies. 

Proposed  convention  between  United  States  and 
Mexico. 

Dissatisfaction  of  French  government  at  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  allied  commissioners. 

Opinion  on  proceedings  of  the  commissioners. 
Too  much  stress  laid  on  the  re-organization  of 
Mexico,  and  too  little  on  the  reparation  of  the 
wrongs  sustained  by  the  allies 

Disapproval  of  proclamation  of  January  10. 

Marines  may  be  removed  either  on  board  ship  or 
to  Jalapa. 

Think  it  advisable  that  the  marines  should  be 
moved  on  board  ship. 


H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 37 
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....do.-.. 
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do 
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Mar. 
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.do. 


.do. 


.do- 
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Admiralty 
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Forwarding  copies  of  despatches  to  Sir  C  Wyke 

of  the  24th  and  25th  ultimo. 
Instructions  to  be  sent  to  French  oommiMioDeit 

respecting  the  proclamation. 
Elzplanation  respecting  French  claims. 
No  despatches  received  fif>m  Sir  C.  Wyke.    Not 

understood  that  the  de  facto  government  wss 

not  to  be  treated  with. 
Arrival  of  Commodore  Dunlop  and  French  ind 

Spanish  commissioners. 
Conver^ations  with  General  Prim  and  Admiral  de 

la  Gravi^re  as  to  measures  to  be  adopted. 
First  meeting    of   commissioners.     Commodore 

Dunlop  to  act  as  joint  British  oommiesioDer. 

Arrangements  for  occupation  of  Vera  Cna. 

Proclamation  to  the  Mexican  people. 
Second  conference.     Expulsion  of  Spaniards  from 

Tampico.     Joint  not^  to  be  sent  to  Mexican 

government.     Further    as    to    occupation  of 

Vera  Cruz. 
Third  conference.     As  to  transmission  of  joint 

note.     Account  of  a  march  to  Tejeria 
Fourth  conference.     Difference  as  to  claims.    Ai 

to  march  of  the  allies  up  the  country.     Tax  of 

two    per  cent,   on    capital.     Proceedings  on 

Pacific  coast 
Question  of    claims.     French    demands.     Draft 

ultimatums.     Joint  note  to  the  president. 
Fifth    conference.     Collection   of   customs  and 

appointment  of  civil  authorities  at  Vera  Crux. 
Arrival  of  Miramon.     He  is  arrested  and  to  be 

sent  back  to  Havana. 
Answer  to  joint  note  of  the  allies  received  from 

General  Doblado. 
Instructions  to  Rear-Admiral  Maitland. 
Character  of  General  Doblado      His  proceeding!. 
Report  from  Commodore  Dunlop  of  bis  arrival  in 

Mexico  and  proceedings. 
Further  intelligence  from  Commodore  Dunlop. 

Miramon' 8  arrest.     Proceedings. 
To  call  M.  Thouvenel's  attention  to  French  de- 
mands 
Enclosing  copies  of  Sir  C.  Wyke's  despatches. 
Objections  to  the  proclamation.     Do  not  wish  to 

interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico. 
General  Doblado's  answer  tolerably  satifactory. 

Hope  that  the  proceedings  of  the  allies  may 

ledid  to  an   amicable  settlement  of  existing 

questions. 
Explanations  from  the  commander  of  the  packet 

in  which  Miramon  came  to  Vera  Cruz 
Further   respecting    the    proposed   treaty   with 

Mexico. 
M.  Thouvenel  requests  time  to  consider  the  de- 

spatches  from  Mexico. 
Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  letter  of  the  fourth 

instant. 
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Regulations  for  the  ciyil  government  of  Ten 
Cruz 

French  troops  marched  up  the  country.  Britiah 
and  Spanish  to  follow.  Negotiations  respect- 
ing the  Tera  Cruz  custom-house. 

Mexican  Qag  hoisted  at  Vera  Cruz ;  not  necessary 
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AiTangements  respecting  marines  going  to  Ber- 
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TEE  AFFAIES  ''F  MEXICO. 


T^£7  IL 


T^  S!rrr^jcrj  t4-  ti^e  Aimtirchy  te  Mr.  Hawumand, 

Abxiralt^',  Jammary  30,  1862. 
Snt :  I  «a  c-^rr-^rfi-HJ  \j  elv  li^tif  c^-^mmis^ivDers  of  the  admiraltj  to  tnns- 
■12:  b*rewidi-  i^jf  iLe  nif  i^nnAiS:  n  o^  EiH  Kia^^eil.  a  cc»pT  of  \  letter,  dated  the 
In  mf^asi,  ^:2a  G:ai2:i>i*>i>e  I>:inl:.p,  wiih  its  enclosure  from  Captain  Von 
D»??S">p,  of  the  J*f.>n-  repT-nin^  iL^  c<)ccjaii':»n  of  the  cattle  of  San  Juan 
dXii-'jia  azid  lown  of  Vera  Croz  bj  Spanish  trr«c«ps  on  the  17th  December  last 
ConuDod*>re  I>nnl>p  has  re|:«c*n^  tliax  he  had  been  joined  in  the  Challenger 
br  the  Mei^er,  St-  G^:-!^-  Sanspareil.  and  Barraconia,  and  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  prc<ieed  direct  10  Vera  Cmz  in  command  of  the  British  portion  of  the 
allitd  expedition  to  Meiiox 
I  am,  kx^ 

TV.  G.  EOMAINE, 


[£oclo6ar«  1  in  Ko.  1.] 

Commodore  Dunlop  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 

Challenger,  off  Cape  St.  Antoxio,  Cuba, 

January  1,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  to  be  laid  before  the  lords  com- 
missioners of  the  admiralty,  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Captain  Von  Donop, 
of  her  Majesty's  ship  Jason,  reporting  the  arrival  at  Vera  Cmz  of  the 
Spanish  portion  of  the  allied  expedition  against  Mexico,  the  landing  of  the 
Spanish  troops,  and  the  occupation  by  them  of  the  castle  of  San  Joan  d'Ulloa 
and  town  of  Vera  Cruz. 

I  am,  &c., 

HUGH  DUNLOP. 
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[BDcIosure  2  in  No.  1.— Extract. J 
Captain  Von  Donop  to  Commodore  Dunlop. 

I  found  the  fort  of  San  Juan  d*Ulloa,  and  the  forts  north  and  south  o£  the 
city  of  Vera  Cruz,  nearly  dismantled,  all  the  guns,  with  a  few  exceptions,  hav- 
ing been  dismounted,  and,  together  with  their  carriages,  powder,  musketry,  and 
various  other  stores,  sent  some  twenty  miles  into  the  country,  where,  I  under- 
stand, they  remain  for  want  of  carriage  to  take  them  further. 

On  the  8th,  about  1  p.  m.,  the  first  division  of  the  Spanish  expedition,  con- 
sisting of  eleven  steamers,  passed  this,  and  anchored  at  Anton  Lizardo.  The 
following  morning  the  Spanish  ship  Conception,  taken  some  time  since  by 
the  Mexicans,  and  lying  aismantled  off  Vera  Cruz,  was  wilfully  set  fire  to  and 
burnt  to  the  water's  edge. 

On  the  10th,  about  noon,  the  second  division  of  the  Spanish  expedition,  con- 
sisting of  nine  men-of-war  and  six  transports,  passed  this,  and  also  anchored  at 
Anton  Lizardo.  As  this  portion  of  the  squadron  appeared  to  be  commanded 
by  a  rear-admiral,  whose  nag  was  flying  in  a  paddle-wheel  steamer,  I  saluted 
him  with  eleven  guns  as  he  passed  the  anchorage,  which  was  duly  returned. 
The  same  afternoon  I  availed  myself  of  the  polite  invitation  of  the  captain  of 
the  French  frigate  Foudre  to  accompany  him  in  his  gunboat  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  the  Spanish  admiral  a  complimentary  visit. 

During  our  visit  the  admiral  informed  us  that,  some  time  on  the  following 
day,  he  intended  informing  us  as  to  what  his  orders  and  intentions  were  with 
regard  to  Mexico.  We  were  received  on  board  with  great  politeness,  and,  on 
our  quitting,  both  the  English  and  French  flags  were  saluted  with  nine  guns. 

The  following  day,  about  noon,  the  Spanish  admiral  came  up  to  the  anchor- 
age in  a  gunboat,  and,  after  paying  the  Foudre  and  Ariadne  a  visit, 
came  on  board  this  ship,  and  proposed  that  a  conference  should  be  held  on 
board  the  Foudie,  and  if  convenient  to  me  at  once,  which  I  assented  to; 
and,  after  saluting  him  with  thirteen  guns  on  quitting,  I  went  on  board  the 
Foudre,  where  the  conference  was  held,  at  which  were  prescHt  the  Spanish 
rear-admiral,  with  his  secretary,  the  captain  of  the  Foudre,  and  myself. 
At  this  meeting  the  admiral  informed  us  that,  some  months  since,  Spain  had 
ordered  an  expedition  to  be  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  redress  from 
Mexico  for  the  various  and  numerous  insults  Spain  had  received  from  that 
country. 

That  when  the  expedition  was  (with  the  exception  ^f  two  frigates  daily  ex- 
pected from  Europe)  fully  equipped,  news  reached  Cuba  that,  in  all  probability, 
both  England  and  France  would  join  Spain  in  the  expedition. 

The  two  frigates  having  arrived,  and  everything  being  in  readuiess,  the  gov- 
ernor-general of  Cuba  ordered  the  expedition  to  leave  for  Mexico;  and  the 
admirai  was  desired, 'in  the  event  of  falling  in  with  any  of  her  Majesty's  ships, 
or  those  of  the  French  imperial  navy,  to  ask  their  co-operation  in  demanding 
possession  of  the  Fort  St.  Juan  d'Ulloa  and  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  as  it  had 
been  the  original  intention  of  Spain  to  take  possession  of  these  places  as  a 
guarantee  before  it  was  known  that  England  and  France  intended  to  take  part 
in  the  expedition  against  Mexico,  and  that,  should  the  surrender  of  these  places 
be  refused,  he  purposed  taking  them  by  force. 

I  declined  taking  any  part  in  offensive  opeiations  against  Mexico,  as  I  had 
no  orders  to  that  effect.  The  captain  of  the  Foudre  also  declined  taking 
any  part. 

The  admiral  then  informed  us  that  it  would  have  afforded  him  great  pleasure 
to  have  had  our  co-operation,  but,  as  we  had  no  orders  to  act,  he  should  demand, 
in  the  name  of  Spain,  the  surrender  of  the  castle  of  San  Juan  d'UUoa  and  the 


574  PRESENT   CONDITION   OP    MEXICO. 

by  foreign  bayonets,  could  maintain  itself  long.  The  idea  of  European  mon- 
archy rests  upon  an  established  and  historical  order  of  things,  which  are 
entirely  wanting  in  North  America.  The  feudal  system,  from  which  the 
monarchies  and  aristocracies  of  Europe  derived  their  origin,  their  sanctioo, 
and  their  strength,  is  unknown  in  the  western  world;  and  the  elements  oat 
of  which  it  was  compounded  can  scarcely  concur  again.  A  foreign  mon- 
archy transplanted  from  Europe  would  be  a  tender  exotic,  and  would  wither 
for  want  of  sufficient  roots.  A  territorial  aristocracy  to  surround  the  throne 
would  seem  almost  impossible  on  a  continent  where  land  of  the  best  quality 
can  be  had,  in  fee  simple,  for  a  dollar  or  two  the  acre.  In  certain  portions 
of  our  own  country  a  pseudo  aristocracy  had  grown  up,  founded  not  on  the 
sword,  not  on  military  conquest,  nor  on  vast  territorial  possessions,  but  upon  a 
particular  and  exceptional  kind  of  property,  as  recognized  by  special  legi»- 
lation  in  an  unfortunate  race  of  mankind.  I  did  not  know  whether  or  not 
the  new  Mexican  monarchy  was  to  be  surrounded  by  an  aristocracy  of  slave- 
holders, and  in  a  land  where  the  republic  had  already  abolished  African 
slavery. 

Still  speaking  as  a  private  person,  and  by  no  means  officially,  I  took  occa- 
sion to  say  that  all  my  feelings  and  political  opinions  were  strongly  opposed 
to  the  absorption  by  the  United  States  of  an  inch  of  Mexican  soil,  and  that 
they  always  had  been,  and  probably  always  would  be,  opposed  to  any  annei- 
ation,  north  or  south.  We  had  territory  enough  and  a  sufficient  mingling  of 
races;  especially  the  extension  of  our  frontier  any  further  towards  the 
tropics,  together  with  the  admixture  of  so  foreign  an  element  as  that  of  the 
Mexican  population,  I  considered  to  be  fraught  with  evil  For  my  own  part, 
I  wished  sincerely  that  the  Mexican  republic  could  be  strengthened  and  its 
administration  improved;  but  I  should  deplore  its  conquest,  either  by  oar 
own  arms,  or  those  of  any  European  nation. 

I  have  endeavored  to  give  the  substance  of  our  conversation  as  accurately 
as  I  can  from  memory.  It  was  to  me  an  interesting  one,  and  I  trust  it  roaj 
be  deemed  not  unworthy  of  the  President's  attention  and  your  own.  If  it 
is  desired  that  I  should  say  anything  officially  on  the  subject  at  any  future 
day,  you  will  of  course  instruct  me.  I  believe,  however,  the  scheme  in 
question  to  be  so  doubtful,  apd  at  any  rate  so  distant,  as  to  make  it  prefer- 
able to  leave  the  matter  for  the  present  out  of  the  region  of  formal  discussioa 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  3|c  3|c  :¥■ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Motley. 

No.  14.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  very  interesting  despatch  of  February  12  (No.  4)  has  been 
submitted  to  the  President. 

The  just  and  generous  sentiments  expressed  by  Count  Rechberg,  concern- 
ing the  unhappy  domestic  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged,  are  welcomed 
by  us  with  sincere  satisfaction.  That  satisfaction  is  enhanced  by  the  fact 
that  the  friendship  now  expressed,  when  it  may  be  seen  that  we  are  begin- 
ning to  emerge  from  these  troubles,  is  remembered  by  us  to  have  been  ex- 
pressed with  equal  frankness  and  fervor  at  former  periods,  when  many  other 
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powers  seemed  to  assume  that  our  struggle  to  save  our  country  and  its 
precious  institutions  from  destruction  was  hopeless. 

The  views  you  unofficially  expressed  concerning  the  intervention  of  Spain, 
France,  and  Great  Britain  in  Mexico  seem  to  me  to  be  -^ry  just  and  wise. 
As  Austria  has  not  been  a  party  in  this  intervention,  we  have  not  thought 
it  necessary  to  explain  to  her  the  position  we  have  assumed  in  regard  to 
that  transaction,  and  we  do  not  instruct  you  to  do  so.  Nevertheless,  we 
have  no  concealments,  and,  on  the  contrary,  we  desire  to  practice  perfect 
frankness  on  that  as  on  all  other  subjects.  The  disposition  of  the  Austrian 
government  is  now  incidentally  brought  into  discussion  by  authentic  reports 
of  a  project  of  the  establishment  of  a  throne,  to  be  occupied  by  the  Grand 
Duke  Maximilian,  in  Mexico. 

You  are,  therefore,  entitled  to  information  of  the  views  of  this  government, 
and  Austria  may  desire  to  know  them.  For  these  reasons,  I  send  you  a 
copy  of  a  communication  heretofore  addressed  by  us  to  the  allies,  which 
you  may,  if  you  think  proper,  unofficially  submit  to  the  perusal  of  Count 
Rechberg,  if  he  should  express  a  desire  to  see  it.  The  House  of  Represen- 
tatives has  called  for  the  whole  correspondence  of  the  government  on  this 
subject.  A  copy  will  be  transmitted  to  you  when  it  shall  have  become 
public  here. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  LoTHBOP  Motley,  Esq.,  dc,  cfe?.,  dc,  Vienna. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seioard. 


No.  50.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  May  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  circulars  of  the  2d  and  5th  of 
this  month  in  relation  to  the  recovery  of  New  Orleans,  and  see  by  the  public 
journals  that  the  proclamation  of  the  President  in  respect  to  the  blockade  of 
that  and  other  southern  ports  has  been  issued. 

This  prompt  and  timely  movement  must  remove  the  only  pretext  France 
and  England  could  have  for  interference  with  our  affairs.  The  distress  in 
their  manufacturing  districts  is,  however,  great,  and  must  be  growing  greater. 
In  some  late  observations  I  have  made  along  the  channels  of  trade  leading 
to  the  interior  of  France,  Belgium,  and  Germany,  I  have  seen  more  or  less 
cotton  moving,  but  I  have  found  on  inspection  that  none  of  it  was  American, 
yet  all  must  now  perceive  that  there  is  nothing  left  but  to  wait  the  progress 
of  events  which  cannot  be  hastened  by  interference.  If  France  has  looked 
npon  any  possible  complications  hostile  to  us,  through  the  affairs  of  Mexico, 
.  I  judge  she  will  now  be  disposed  to  review  such  reflections.  The  movement 
there,  as  viewed  here,  in  well-informed  circles,  is  regarded  as  developing  a 
purpose  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  to  strengthen  his  prestige  and  his  dynasty 
by  coming  forward  as  the  supporter  of  the  church  party  in  that  country. 
Though  not  in  favor  with  the  Catholics,  he  makes  himself  necessary  to  them 
in  Rome,  and  he  seems  to  aim  to  occupy  a  similar  position  in  Mexico.  It  is 
undoubtedly  in  harmony  with  his  plans  to  put  money  in  the  pockets  of  influ- 
ential supporters  of  the  empire,  by  giving  value  under  a  new  regimd  to  ex- 
isting Mexican  securities  in  their  possession  which  are  at  present  worthless. 

These  views  seem  to  me  more  reasonable  than  the  often  suggested  idea 
that  the  invasion  of  that  unhappy  country  has  for  its  object  to  re-establish 
a  monarchy  there  for  the  benefit  of  decaying  royal  families  in  Europe,  or  as 
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As  soon  as  I  had  read  to  his  excellency  joxvr  lordship's  despatch,  he  said 
that  he  ohservcd,  with  satisfaction,  that  the  ideas  and  intentions  of  the  Spanish 
cahinet  in  regard  to  Mexico  were  entirely  in  accord  with  those  of  her  Majesty's 
government. 

With  respect  to  the  departure  of  the  Spanish  expedition  from  the  Havana 
before  it  had  been  joined  by  the  English  and  French  forces,  it  was  a  circum- 
stance caused  by  the  distance  of  the  scene  of  action  from  the  seat  of  government, 
and  the  consequent  failure  of  the  timely  arrival  of  its  instructions  to  tlie  officer 
in  command  of  the  Spanish  forces,  moaifying  those  of  which  he  was  already  in 
possession,  the  nature  of  which  had  never  been  concealed  from  her  Majesty's 
government  or  that  of  France.  His  excellency  referred  to  Greneral  Gasset's 
proclamations  to  the  army,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Vera  Cruz  of  the  I7th 
December  last,  as  showing  conclusively  that  the  Spanish  government  never  en- 
tertained an  intention,  either  of  making  a  conquest  of  Mexico,  of  setting  up  any 
particular  government  there,  or  of  furthering  any  views  of  exclusive  interest. 
He  could  sec  nothing  in  this  to  cause  uneasiness,  but  rather  a  proof  that  the 
Spanish  govenmient  at  no  time  entertained  views  at  variance  with  the  conditions 
of  the  convention  which  they  afterwards  signed  with  England  and  France. 

With  respect  to  the  preamble,  and  the  article  of  the  convention  which  defined 
what  our  intervention  is  intended  to  do,  and  what  it  is  not  intended  to  do, 
Marshal  O'Donnell  observed  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  refer  to  the  text  of  the 
treaty,  inasmuch  as  he  was  fully  acquainted  with  its  terms  and  penetrated  with 
its  meaning,  from  which  he  never  had  intended,  or  now  contemplated,  to  depart 
in  the  slightest  degree. 

He  was  fully  aware,  and  had  uniformly  declared,  that  the  allied  forces  are 
not  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  the  Mexicans  of  the  right  to  choose 
their  own  government.  Such  were  the  conditions  of  the  convention  with  England 
and  France,  and  such,  he  would  add,  was  his  opinion  of  what  the  principle  of 
an  intervention  in  Mexico  ought  to  be  long  before  that  convention  was  signed, 
and  when  an  intervention  by  Spain  alone  had  been  decided  upon.  I  might 
recollect,  his  excellency  observed,  that  such  had  been  the  opinion  he  had  ex- 
pressed to  me  when  we  conversed  upon  the  subject  at  La  Granja  in  August  last, 
and  from  that  opinion,  now  become  an  engagement,  he  had  never  swerved. 

To  what  design  of  using  the  allied  troops  "to  set  up  a  government  repugnant 
to  the  sentiments  of  Mexico,"  allusion  was  made  in  your  lordship's  despatch,  he 
was,  therefore,  at  a  loss  to  understand.  If  it  was  to  a  plan  which  he  had  been 
informed  was  agitated  by  some  persons,  he  meant  that  of  establishing  a  monarchy 
in  Mexico  under  an  Austrian  archduke,  he  could  only  say  that  no  such  plan 
had  been  originated  or  entertained  by  the  Spanish  government,  nor  had  any  com- 
munication of  its  existence  in  the  quarter  alluded  to  been  ever  made  to  them,  either 
at  Paris  or  Madrid.  He  would  go  further,  and  tell  me  unreservedly  that  were 
such  a  plan  to  be  proposed  to  him  it  would  be  met  with  his  decided  disapproval. 
He  entirely  agreed  with  your  lordship's  observations  as  to  the  inevitable  conse- 
quences of  such  an  attempt  by  the  allies  to  impose  any  particular  form  of  govern- 
ment upon  Mexico ;  she  must  be  left  frew  to  choose  for  herself.  A  government 
imposed  by  the  allies,  the  allies  would  be  bound  to  support ;  and,  speaking  for 
Spain,  he  would  most  decidedly  decline  to  guarantee  the  continuance  of  any 
form  or  species  of  government  in  Mexico. 

With  respect  to  the  particular  combination  in  question,  it  would  be  unnecessary 
for  him  to  do  more  than  to  refer  me  to  the  opinion  which  he  expressed  l'>  me 
when  an  idea  was  agitated  of  conferring  the  sovereignty  of  Mexico  on  a  Spanisu 
prince.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  so  extravagant  as  to  be  scarcely  worthy  of 
consideration.  The  present  plan  was  not  less  so.  A  monarchy  under  an  Euro- 
pean prince,  if  not  guaranteed  by  Europe,  would  not  last  a  year;  if  guaranteed 
and  supported  by  Europe,  it  would  be  a  fruitful  source  of  struggles  between 
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CuTopean  powers  and  those  of  America,  who  had  adopted  republican  institntions 
and  repelled  European  interference  in  the  New  World. 

"I  am  not  aware,"  said^Marshal  O'DonneU,  smiling,  "of  the  wishes  or  dispo- 
sition of  the  illustrious  individual  whose  name  has  been  brought  forward  on  this 
occasion,  but  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  have  often  before  said  to  you  on  this 
subject,  viz:  that  being  neither  archduke  nor  prince,  but  simply  a  Spanish  gene- 
ral officer,  and  supposing  (what,  however,  is  impossible)  that  the  crown  of 
Mexico  were  oflferea  to  me,  I  should  not  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  refuse  it.  I 
have  lived  too  long  in  contiguity  with  Mexico,  when  captain-general  of  Cuba, 
not  to  be  somewhat  acauainted  with  the  manners  and  political  habits  of  that 
country,  and  the  knowledge  of  them  which  I  have  acquired  has  certainly  not 
led  me  to  the  conclusion  that  monarchy  under  an  European  prince  would  succeed 
in  reducing  it  to  order." 

Marshal  O'Donnell  summed  up  by  saying  that  he  could  not  see  that  there 
existed,  in  reality,  any  diflference  of  view  between  the  two  governments ;  and 
that  no  plan  had  been  proposed  to,  or  been  entertained  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, which  involved  a  deviation  from  the  principles  of  joint  action  in  regard  to 
Mexico  laid  down  in  the  tripartite  convention. 

At  a  later  hour  on  the  same  day  I  saw  Senor  Calderon  CoUantes,  and  read 
to  him  your  lordship's  despatch. 

His  excellency's  language  was  entirely  conformable  to  that  of  Marshal  G'Don- 
nell  in  repelling  any  idea,  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  government,  of  a  depar- 
ture from  the  terms  or  the  spirit  of  the  convention,  and  in  denying  that  any 
plan  had  been  proposed  to  them  which  involved  such  a  departure.  Of  the  de- 
sign of  establishing  a  monarchy  in  Mexico,  under  the  Archduke  Ferdinand 
Maximilian,  he  had  indeed  heard.  He  did  not  know  where  such  a  design  may 
or  may  not  have  found  favor ;  but  it  certainly  had  not  done  so  at  Madrid.  He 
had  no  reason  to  think  that  it  had  done  so  at  Paris,  for  no  communication  had 
been  made  on  this  subject  by  the  French  government  to  that  of  Spain. 

His  excellency  protested  in  the  strongest  manner  that  the  whole  conduct  of 
the  Spanish  government  in  regard  to  this  matter  had  been  perfectly  frank  and 
Btraightforward.  There  had  been  no  arriere-pensee  on  their  part  from  the  be- 
ginning, nor  was  there  now.  The  objects  meant  to  be  obtained  by  the  Spanish 
government  in  their  proceedings  with  regard  to  Mexico  were  those  which  they 
had  declared  them  to  be,  first  on  their  own  account,  and  afterwards  by  the  terms 
of  the  convention  with  England  and  France ;  and  they  had  no  other. 

His  excellency  expressed  the  earnest  desire  to  act  in  entire  harmony  with  her 
Majesty's  government,  but  did  not  disguise  from  me  that  he  felt  somewhat 
touched  at  what  seemed  to  imply  a  sort  of  doubt  on  their  part  of  the  entire 
frankness  of  the  Spanish  government.  There  were  some  phrases  in  your  lord- 
ship's despatch  which  he  did  not  think  quite  just,  and  which  seemed  to  indi- 
cate a  disposition  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  give  ear  to  sug- 
gestions unfavorable  to  the  sincerity  of  her  Catholic  Majesty's  government. 
This  was  a  disposition  the  existence  of  which  he  would  deeply  regret ;  but  he 
felt  sure,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  would  disappear  after  a  candid  examination 
of  a  correct  report  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 


No.  5. 

Sir  J,  Crampton  to  Earl  Russell, 

Madrid,  January  31,  1862. 
Mv  LoBD :  I  did  not  fail  to  communicate  to  Seiior  Calderon  CoUantes  your 
lordship's  reply  to  my  telegram  of  the  29th  instant,  stating  that  her  Majesty's 


588  PRESENT   CONDITION   OP     MEXICO. 

government  placed  entire  reliance  upon  the  assurances  of  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment.    His  excellency  received  this  communication  with  evident  satisfaction. 
I  have,  Sec, 

JOHN  F.  CRAMPTON. 


No.  6. 
Sir  J.  Crampton  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.]  . 

Madrid,  January  31,  1862. 

Senor  Calderon  Collantes  sent  for  me  this  evening,  and  inquired  whether  I 
could  furnish  him  with  any  information  regarding  the  design  attributed  to  the 
French  government  of  establishing  a  monarchy  in  Mexico,  under  the  Archduke 
Ferdinand  Maximilian,  of  Austria.  The  Spanish  government  had,  his  excel- 
lency said,  received  no  intelligence  of  this  design,  although  it  was  much  talked 
of,  and,  taken  together  with  the  avowed  intention  of  the  French  government  to 
increase  the  force  of  the  expedition  against  Mexico,  had  given  rise  to  agitation 
and  comment  in  certain  political  circles  at  Madrid. 

What  his  excellency,  therefore,  wished  to  know  was,  whether  any  communi- 
cation on  the  subject  had  been  made  to  her  Majesty's  government  by  the  cabinet 
of  the  Tuilleries.  In  your  lordship's  despatch  of  the  23d  instant,  which  I  had 
read  to  him  on  the  previous  day,  his  excellency  remarked  that  there  was  cer- 
tainly no  direct  mention  of  the  particular  design  in  question ;  yet  there  was,  it 
seemed  to  him,  an  evident  allusion  to  some  plan  of  interference  in  the  affairs  of 
Mexico  inconsistent  with  the  terms  of  the  tripartite  convention,  the  prosecution 
of  which  her  Majesty's  government  deprecated,  and  to  which,  as  he  had  stated 
to  me,  whatever  it  might  be,  the  Spanish  government  would  be  equally  averse. 

I  replied  that  I  had  no  knowledge  of  any  communication  having  been  made 
to  her  Majesty's  government  by  the  French  government  in  regard  to  the  design 
in  question.  M.  Thouvenel  had  certainly  stated  to  Lord  Cowley  that  the  French 
expeditionary  force  would  he  increased  by  3,000  or  4,000  men,  and  placed  under 
the  command  of  an  officer  of  equal  rank  with  General  Prim ;  but  the  reasons 
alleged  for  these  measures  were  the  necessity  of  guarding  against  any  disaster 
to  the  French  troops,  now  that  it  appeared  that  they  wotdd  have  to  march  into 
the  interior,  and  because  the  French  nation  would  not  view  with  satisfaction  any 
superiority  of  numbers  on  the  part  of  another  nation  with  which  it  was  engaged 
in  combined  military  operations. 

Senor  Calderon  Collantes  remarked  that  he  was  aware  of  the  intended  re-en- 
forcement of  the  French  forces,  and  to  the  reasons  alleged  for  it  he  had  nothing  to 
object.  Of  these  the  Emperor  of  the  French  was  the  best  judge ;  but  if  these 
re-enforcements  were  coincident  with  the  announcement  of  an  ulterior  politfcal 
object,  the  matter  would  wear  a  different  aspect. 

His  excellency  went  on  to  say  that  Spain  having,  from  the  beginning,  set 
aside  every  idea  of  making  a  conquest  of  Mexico ;  having  entertained  no  plan 
of  establishing  a  monarchy  in  that  country  under  a  Spanish  prince ;  having 
faithfully  adhered  to  the  principle  of  non-intervention  in  the  internal  affairs  of 
Mexico,  both  at  the  time  she  had  determined  to  act  there  on  her  own  account, 
and  afterwards  when,  by  the  tripartite  convention,  that  principle  became  an  en- 
gagement towards  her  allies,  Spain,  he  said,  was  naturally  anxious  to  be  assured 
that  no  candidate  for  the  monarchy  of  Mexico  was  about  to  be  put  forward  in 
any  other  quarter.  It  was  evident  that  the  Spanish  nation,  although  perfectly 
willing  to  go  foward  in  the  course  necessary  for  the  vindication  of  its  honor 
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upon  the  principle  of  non-intervention,  would  never  brook  the  notion  that  it  had 
been  used  as  a  tool  to  subserve  other  interests  and  to  forward  other  political  de- 
signs. The  Spanish  government  had  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  suggestions  of  an 
ill-understood  ambition  in  regard  to  Mexico,  and  had  been  approved  by  the  na- 
tion in  rejecting  the  idea  of  monarchy  under  a  Spanish  prince ;  but  it  might  not 
be  so  if  a  Spanish  administration  were  to  lend  itself  to  favor  and  assist  a  similar 
combination  in  favor  of  a  prince  of  any  other  nation. 

His  excellency  said  that  this  being  the  case,  he  felt  sure  I  would  excuse  him 
if  he  inquired  whether  I  was  aware  of  any  overture  having  been  made  by  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  the  Belgians  to  her  Majesty's  government,  with  a  view  to 
patting  forward  a  prince  of  his  Majesty's  family,  the  Due  de  Flandres,  as  a 
candidate  for  the  future  crown  of  Mexico ;  and  if  so,  whether  that  prince  was 
to  be  regarded  as  the  candidate  of  Great  Britain. 

I  replied  that  I  had  received  no  information  of  any  such  an  overture  having 
been  made,  and  that  I  disbelieved  the  fact.  I  added  that  I  felt  assured  her 
Majesty's  government  would  entertain  no  proposal  at  variance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  convention  they  had  concluded  with  Spain  and  France,  ana  that, 
consequently,  they  woula  put  forward  or  favor  the  claim  of  no  candidate  for  the 
government  of  Mexico,  either  as  king  or  president,  it  being  their  fixed  determi- 
nation not  to  interfere  with  the  Mexicans  in  the  choice  of  their  own  rulers  and 
constitution. 

Senor  Galderon  Gollantes  expressed  himself  as  entirely  satisfied  with  these 
assurances,  based,  as  I  informed  him,  upon  my  knowledge  of  the  principles 
upon  which  her  Majesty's  government  had  proceeded  from  the  beginning  of 
this  afiair,  and  from  which  I  felt  assured  they  had  not  the  slightest  inclination 
to  depart. 


No.  7. 

Sir  J.  CramptoH  to  Earl  Russell, 

Madrid,  February  3, 1862. 

My  Lord  :  As  Marshal  O'Donnell,  in  the  conversation  with  me  which  I  have 
recounted  in  my  despatch  of  the  30th  ultimo,  referred  to  the  proclamation  of 
General  Grasset  to  the  Spanish  army  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Vera  Cruz,  as 
showing  satisfactorily  that  no  uneasiness  as  to  the  designs  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment need  be  felt  in  consequence  of  the  premature  departure  of  the  Spanish 
expedition  from  the  Havana;  and  as  I  perceive,  on  the  other  hand,  that  its  tone 
is  alluded  to  by  her  Majesty's  government  as  unsatisfactory,  and  that  the  omis- 
sion in  it  of  all  mention  of  the  French  and  English  forces  is  objected  to  by  the 
French  government,  I  have  thought  it  right  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  lord- 
ship a  translation  of  it,  extracted  from  the  "  Gazette  of  Madrid." 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  report  of  the  landing  of  the  Spanish  forces  at 
Vera  Cruz,  and  of  General  Gasset's  proclamation,  first  reached  London  from  un- 
official sources  via  New  York,  and  that  the  official  despatches  relating  the  event 
reached  the  Spanish  government  much  lati&r  via  Cadiz. 
I  nave,  &c., 

JOHN  F.  CRAMPTON. 
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[EDclosare  in  No.  7. — TraDslatioo.] 
Extract  from  the  ''Diario  EspahoV  of  January  23,  1862. 

PROCLAMATIONS  OF  GENBRAL  U ASSET. 

Expeditionary  division  to  Mexico, — Stttff'. — General  order  of  December  16 
1861,  o»  the  coa^t  of  Mocambo, 

Soldiers  :  The  Spanish  army  finds  everywhere  glorious  recollections  of  its 
valor  and  self-denial.  On  these  very  shores  there  is  still  a  trace  of  Ferdinand 
Cortes,  who  with  a  handful  of  Spaniards  planted,  with  the  banner  of  Castille, 
the  sign  of  the  cross  and  of  civilization,  astonishing  the  world  by  his  marvellouB 
feats. 

Our  present  mission  is  also  glorious ;  it  is  intended  to  demand  satisfaction 
from  the  Mexican  government  for  the  insults  offered  to  our  flag ;  to  exact  the 
fulfilment  of  treaties ;  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  acts  of  violence  towards  our 
countrymen,  and  to  prove  here,  as  was  lately  proved  in  Africa,  and  as  our  com- 
paniotis  in  arms  prove  by  their  deeds  in  Asia,  that  Spain  is  never  insulted  with 
impunity,  and  that  distaiices  disappear  when  her  honor  is  called  in  question. 

On  taking  command  of  this  division  I  did  not  hesitate  to  guarantee  the  suc- 
cess of  the  enterprise,  because  I  know  that  an  appeal  is  never  made  in  vain  to 
your  valor  and  enthusiasm,  that  your  discipline  is  equal  to  your  ardor,  and  that 
you  will  be  aa  humane  and  genefous  to  the  vanquished  as  strong  and  terrible 
towards  those  who  are  opposed  to  you  in  action. 

Soldiers  !  Our  brilliant  navy  shares  our  labors,  and  has  inaugurated  them  with 
a  prosperous  voyage — the  presage  of tcertain  victory;  and  the  fortress  itself  of 
Vera  Cruz  has  comprehended  that  all  resistance  would  be  useless  against  those 
who  have  conquered  so  many  times  in  these  very  regions,  without  counting  their 
own  number  or  that  of  their  adversaries. 

If,  therefore,  your  enthusiasm  does  not  meet  with  obstacles,  do  not  let  it 
diminish  on  that  account.  Your  mission  will  not  yet  be  fulfilled;  you  will  still 
be  at  the  commencement  of  it.  Opportunities  will  offer  to  you  to  prove  that  you 
are  Spaniards  and  that  you  will  never  depart  from  the  path  of  honor,  and  then 
our  ma^animous  Queen  and  all  Spain  will  say:  "These  are  they  who  have 
avenged  on  Mexico  the  insults  offered  to  our  flag,  and  recovered  the  affection  of 
those  who  in  former  times  were  our  brothers." 

Soldiers  !  God  save  the  Queen ! 

MANUEL  GASSET, 

Major  General. 


Inhabitants  of  Vera  Cri^z  :  The  Spanish  troops  who  occupy  your  city 
have  no  mission  of  conquest,  no  interested  views.  They  are  led  solely  by  the 
duty  of  demanding  satisfaction  for  the  non-fulfilment  of  treaties,  and  for  the  acts 
of  violence  committed  upon  our  fellow-countrymen,  as  well  as  by  the  necessity 
of  obtaining  guarantees  that  similar  outrages  shall  not  be  repeated. 

Until  these  objects  are  obtained  the  Spanish  army,  both  here  and  wherever 
events  may  lead  it,  will  be  enabled,  by  means  of  its  vigorous  discipline,  to  pre- 
serve public  tranquillity  at  whatever  cost,  to  afford  protection  to  the  pacific 
inhabitants,  and  to  punish  with  severity  the  disturbers  of  order,  who  will  be 
submitted  to  the  military  commission  to  be  appointed  to  proceed  against  every 
kind  of  criminal. 

Inhabitants  of  Vera  Cruz :  You  have  nothing  to  dread;  you  know  the  Spanish 


PRESENT   CONDITION     OP  MEXICO.  591 

soldier,  and  your  attitude  has  just  proved  to  me  that  you  do.  Devote  your- 
selves, therefore,  to  your  ordinary  occupations,  and  rely  upon  it  that  the  greatest 
pleasure  which  can  fall  to  the  lot  of  this  army,  after  fulfilling  the  mission  which 
the  Queen  has  intrusted  to  it,  will  he  to  return  to  its  o>vn  country  with  the  cer- 
tainty of  having  secured  your  affection. 
Vera  Cruz,  December  17,  1861. 

MANUEL  GASSET, 
Commander  of  the  Spanish  Forces, 


Don  Manuel  Gasset  y  Mercader,  grand  cross  of  the  royal  and  distinguished 
Spanish  order  of  Charles  III,  and  of  the  American  of  Isabella  the  Catholic, 
knight  commander  of  the  grand  ducal  crown  of  the  evergreen  oak  of  the  low 
countries,  commander  of  the  royal  and  military  orders  of  San  Ferdinand  of  the 
first  class  and  of  San  Hermenegildo,  and  many  others  for  distinguished  conduct 
in  action,  major  general  and  commander  in-chief  of  the  Spanish  forces  in  Mexico : 

Having  assumed  the  superior  political  and  military  command,  having  regard 
to  the  especial  circumstances  in  which  the  country  is  placed,  and  being  deter- 
mined to  punish,  with  all  the  severity  of  military  law,  all  who  in  any  manner 
whatever  offend  against  public  order,  and  the  personal  safety  or  property  of  the 
pacific  inhabitants,  I  hereby  decree  as  follows : 

Article  1.  The  town  and  the  other  places  occupied  by  Spanish  troops  are 
declared  in  a  state  of  siege. 

Article  2.  A  permanent  military  commission  is  hereby  established,  to  take 
cognizance  of  every  description  of  crime. 

Article  3.  Slight  faults  and  offences  will  be  punished  summarily. 

Article  4.  Every  person  having  in  his  possession  fire-arms,  of  any  descrip- 
tion whatsoever,  shall  deliver  them  at  the  main  guard  of  this  fortress  within  the 
period  of  twenty-four  hours,  to  be  counted  from  the  publication  of  this  decree, 
without  fail. 

Vera  Cruz,  December  17,  1861. 

MANUEL  GASSET. 


No.  8. 
Sir  J,  Crampton  to  Earl  Russell, 

Madrid,  February  4,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  waited  on  Marshal  O'Donnell  and  fully  explained  to  his  excel- 
lency the  position  of  her  Majesty's  government  in  regard  to  the  question  of 
establishing  a  monarchy  in  Mexico  under  the  Archduke  Maximilian  of  Austria. 

I  said  that  her  Majesty's  government  did  not  understand  that  the  French 
government  had  proposed  the  archduke  as  a  candidate  for  the  throne  of  that 
country,  as  the  Spanish  government  had  inferred  from  the  telegram  they  had 
received  from  Senor  Isturiz;  that  the  French  government  had  not  made  any 
such  proposal  to  the  British  government,  but  asked  whether,  in  case  the  Mexi- 
can people  should  choose  the  archduke  for  their  King,  Great  Britain  would  op- 
pose such  a  settlement.  I  added  that  the  reply  of  her  Majesty's  government 
was,  that  they  could  not  oppose  the  wish  of  the  Mexican  people,  but  they  should 
not  take  any  part  in  promoting  such  an  arrangement ;  and  1  concluded  by  say- 
ing that  I  would  now  reiterate  what  I  had  already  repeatedly  stated,  viz:  that 
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Great  Britain  adheres  to  the  convention,  and  will  not  consent  to  any  modification 
or  addition  to  it. 

Marshal  O'Donnell  observed  that  he  received  this  communication  with  great 
satisfaction,  because  it  proved  to  him  that  the  views  and  intentions  of  our  two 
governments  in  regard  to  Mexico  had  all  along  been,  and  continued  to  be, 
identical.  No  communication  had  been  made  to  Spain  by  France  in  regard  to 
the  archduke  or  a  monarchy,  but  if  it  were,  their  answer  would  be  precisely  the 
same  as  that  of  her  Majesty's  government.  The  Spanish  government  had  no 
candidate  to  put  forward,  and  had  no  intention  of  interfering  with  the  internal 
affairs  of  Mexico.  It  followed,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  Spain  would 
neither  give  her  support  to  any  other  candidate  nor  oppose  the  Mexican  nation 
in  the  free  choice  of  the  person,  whether  president  or  monarch,  whom  they  desire 
to  place  at  the  head  of  their  government.  The  only  conditions  which  Spain 
would  require  to  her  consent  to  such  an  arrangement  as  Mexico  might  adopt, 
would  be,  that  they  should  feel  satisfied  that  the  choice  of  Mexico  was  a  £ree 
choice,  and  that  it  was  really  made  in  conformity  with  the  will  of  the  nation. 
A  sovereign  and  a  constitution  set  up  by  a  faction  comprising  but  a  small  frac- 
tion of  the  people  would  not  be  recognized  bv  Spain.  The  presidents  of  the 
republic  had  usually  been  brought  into  power  by  these  means,  out  he  could  not 
admit  that  one  of  the  petty  local  revolutions  of  the  sort  which  were  continually 
occurring  in  Mexico  would  form  a  satisfactory  basis  for  so  radical  a  change  in 
the  political  constitution  of  the  country  as  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy 
under  an  European  prince,  or  even  for  placing  the  republic  upon  a  basis  offering 
the  least  guarantee  for  durability  or  for  the  ^filment  of  international  duties. 

"  In  short,"  I  remarked,  "  your  excellency  will  not  be  satisfied  with  a  gov- 
ernment got  up  upon  what  is  commonly  known  in  that  country  by  the  name  of  a 
*  pronunciamiento,'  but  will  require  it  to  be*based  upon  a  himafide  representation 
of  the  nation." 

"  That,"  replied  Marshal  O'Donnell,  "  is  exactly  my  meaning." 

At  a  later  hour  of  the  same  day  I  had  an  interview  with  Se&or  Galderon 
GoUantes,  who  had  just  attended  a  cabinet  council,  which  had  met  since  I  had 
communicated  with  Marshal  O'Donnell. 

Se£Lor  Galderon  Gollantes's  language  was  in  entire  conformity  with  that  used 
to  me  by  the  marshal. 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  F.  GRAMPTON. 


No.  9. 
Liord  Bloomfield  to  Earl  Russell, 

[Extiact.] 

Vienna,  February  6,  1862. 
The  Mexican  emigrants  at  Paris  appear  to  have  been  the  originators  of  the 
present  project,  and  also  of  the  one  made  to  the  Austrian  government  in  1846, 
and  I  do  not  apprehend  that  much  value  is  attached  here  to  their  opinions,  or 
that  they  are  considered  as  fairly  representing  those  of  the  present  day ;  and  I 
may  observe,  that  I  believe  the  Austrian  government  would  certainly  object  to 
the  election  of  the  archduke,  unless  they  were  assured  that  his  imperial  liigh- 
nesB  had  been  really  called  to  Mexico  by  the  unanimous  feeling  of  the  population. 


PRESENT   CONDITION     OP  MEXICO.  593 

No.  10. 
Earl  Russell  to  hord  Bhomfield, 

FoRBiGN  Office,  February  13,  1862. 

My  Loud  :  I  have  received  your  excellency's  despatch  of  the  6th  instant,  on 
the  subject  of  the  proposal  for  placing  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian  on 
the  throne  of  Mexico. 

With  reference  to  this  project  it  appears,  as  your  excellency  observe?,  to  have 
originated  with  the  Mexican  refugees  at  Paris. 

This  class  of  people  are  notorious  for  unfounded  calculation  of  the  strength 
of  their  partizans  in  their  native  country,  and  for  the  extravagance  of  their  ex- 
pectations of  support.  Marshal  O'Donnell,  as  your  excellency  will  perceive  by 
the  printed  papers  laid  before  Parliament,  is  of  opinion  that  the  notion  of  estab- 
lishing, by  foreign  intervention,  a  constitutional  monarchy  in  Mexico  is  very 
chimerical. 

Her  Majesty's  government  would  lend  no  support  to  such  a  project,  although 
they  would  gladly  s^e  a  government  in  Mexico  that  would  maintain  order  and 
tranauillity.  If  our  estimate  of  the  disorganization  of  Mexico  is  correct,  the 
archduke,  if  he  were  to  assume  the  crown,  would  have  to  rely  wholly  upon  the 
support  of  the  French  troops. 

It  would  take  a  long  time  so  to  consolidate  a  throne  in  Mexico  as  to  render 
the  sovereign  independent  of  foreign  support,  even  if  there  can  be  created  in 
Mexico  elements  out  of  which  a  stable  support  for  a  monarchy  could  be  built 
up ;  and  in  the  meantime,  if  the  foreign  support  were  to  be  withdrawn,  the  sov- 
ereign might  possibly  be  driven  out  by  the  republicans  of  Mexico.  Such  a 
position  would  not  be  dignified  or  safe. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


No.  11. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond, 

Admiralty,  February  15,  1862. 
Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majestv's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Maitland,  dated  at 
Callao,  the  14th  of  January,  relative  to  the  instructions  received  by  himself  and 
the  French  admiral  regarding  operations  on  the  coast  of  Mexico. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  ROMAINE. 


[Enclosure  in  No.  11.— Extract.] 

Rear-Admiral  Sir  T,  Maitland  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 

Bacchante,  at  Callao,  January  14, 1862. 
I  request  you  will  inform  their  lordships  that  I  arrived  at  Callao  on  the  9th 
instant,  and  found  the  French  admiral  (Rear- Admiral  Larrien)  in  the  Duguay 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 38 
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Trouin,  90  guns,  screw,  lying  here,  with  the  Bayonnaise,  corvette,  22  guns,  and 
steamer  Cassini,  6  guns,  also  her  Majesty's  ships  Clio  and  Naid,  atoreship.  The 
Cameleon  left  this  port  for  Acapulco  the  day  previous  to  my  arrival. 

2.  I  have  communicated  with  the  French  aidmiral,  and  made  him  acquainted 
with  my  instructions  regarding  operations  on  the  coast  of  Mexico,  and  he 
informed  me  that  he  had  received  orders  to  co-operate  with  m^  but  not  the  mod- 
ified orders  to  await  a  communication  from  the  French  commissioner. 

We  have,  however,  agreed  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  mail  due  here  on  the 
18th  instant,  and  then  to  proceed  direct  to  Panama. 


No.  12. 

Lord  Bloomfield  to  Earl  Russell. 
[Extract.] 

Vienna,  February  13,  1862. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  lordship's  despatch  of  the 
5th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  oflfer  of  the  crown  of  Mexico  to  the  Archduke 
Ferdinand  Maximilian,  I  have  informed  Count  Rechberg  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  her  Majesty's  government  to  abide  strictly  by  the  terms  of  the  convention  of 
the  3 let  of  October,  concluded  between  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  rela- 
tive to  the  intervention  in  Mexico. 

Count  Rechberg  expressed  his  thanks  for  the  information  which  your  lordship 
has  directed  me  to  communicate  to  him,  and  appeared  fully  prepared  to  leam 
that  her  Majesty's  government  would  be  indisposed  to  express  any  other  opinion 
on  the  subject  than  the  intention  to  abide  by  the  terms  of  the  convention. 


No.  13. 
Earl  Russell  to  Sir  J.  Crampton. 

Foreign  Office,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  3d  of  February,  in  which  yon 
enclose  a  copy  of  General  Grasset's  proclamations  to  the  Spanish  army  and  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  I  have  to  observe  that  no  mention  is 'made  in 
these  proclamations  of  the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France  as  acting 
in  concert  with  Spain  in  the  operations  of  Mexico. 
I  am,  &c.> 

RUSSELL. 


No.  14. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 


Washington,  February  3,  1862. 
My  Lord  :  In  my  despatches  of  the  10th  of  September  and  of  the  2l8t  of 
December  last,  I  had  the  honor  to  convey  to  your  lordship  information  given  to 
me  by  Mr.  Seward  on  the  subject  of  a  proposed  convention  with  Mexico,  in 
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virtue  of  which  the  United  States  should  assist  that  countrj  in  satisfying  the 
claims  for  money  made  upon  it  by  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain. 

In  the  latter  despatch  I  mentioned  that  the  President  had  asked  the  advice 
of  the  Senate  with  regard  to  a  draft  of  a  convention  for  the  purpose  stated 
above,  which  had  been  sent  here  by  Mr.  Corwin,  the  United  States  minister  in 
Mexico.  Your  lordship  may  remember  that  Mr.  Seward  did  not  acquaint  me 
-with  the  particulars  of  Mr.  Corwin's  draft,  but  that  I  gave  some  details  which 
Lad  transpired,  and  which  were  confidently  asserted  to  be  correct.  I  have  some 
reason  to  doubt  whether  the  details  were,  in  fact,  as  accurate  as  they  were  stated 
to  be  when  I  wrote.  The  real  draft,  I  have  reason  to  think,  provides  that 
the  United  States  shall  lend  to  Mexico  10,000,000  dollars,  and  shall  receive  in 
return  a  mortgage  on  all  the  public  lands,  minerals,  and  property  of  every  de- 
scription throughout  the  republic.  A  joint  United  States  and  Mexican  commis- 
sion would  be  appointed,  if  necessary,  to  administer  the  mortgaged  property. 
No  stipulation  is  proposed  binding  the  Mexican  government  to  apply  the 
10,000,000  dollars  to  satisfy ing  the  foreign  creditors,  or  to  any  other  specified 
object. 

It  is  more  than  a  month  since  the  advice  of  the  Senate  was  asked  by  the 
President,  but  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  has  not  (if  I  be  rightly  in- 
formed) yet  brought  the  matter  before  the  House.  I  understand  that  the  prin- 
cipal members  of  that  committee  thought  it  necessary,  before  giving  advice,  to 
ascertain  how  the  proposed  arrangement  would  be  viewed  by  the  governments 
of  Great  Britain  and  France.  If  Great  Britain  and  France  were  satisfied  with 
it,  and  would  desist  in  consequence  fi-om  pursuing  their  claims  against  Mexico 
by  force  of  arms,  it  might  be  worth  while  for  the  United  States,  even  in  the 
present  state  of  their  finances,  to  pay  a  large  sum  to  Mexico.  But  if  Great 
Britain  and  France  viewed  the  arrangement  with  displeasure,  it  would  be  very 
unwise  to  attempt  to  carry  it  into  efiect.  This  was  not  a  moment  at  which  to 
provoke  unnecessarily  disagreeable  discussions  with  the  great  maritime  powers. 
Nor  was  the  opinion  of  Spain  to  be  wholly  left  out  of  the  account.  The  plan 
could  hardly  be  advantageous,  unless  it  put  an  end  immediately  to  European 
intervention  in  Mexico,  and  left  it  open  to  the  United  States  to  profit  hereafter 
by  the  great  mortgage.  There  was  another  consideration  also  which  made  the 
committee  hesitate.  If  the  10,000,000  dollars  were  paid  to  Mexico,  as  the  pro- 
posed convention  provided,  without  any  stipulation  as  to  the  object  to  which 
they  were  to  be  applied,  they  would  no  doubt  be  paid  into  the  military  chest, 
and  used  for  the  defence  of  the  country  against  the  European  powers.  This 
government  would  thus  find  itself  virtually  engaged  to  pay  a  subsidy  for  military 
purposes  to  the  enemy  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  and  would  conse- 
quently give  those  powers  a  just  cause  of  war  against  the  United  States.  For 
tnese  and  similar  reasons  the  committee  thought  it  unadvisable  to  take  up  the 
subject. 

The  President  has,  however,  I  hear,  sent  within  the  last  few  days  a  second 
message,  and  requested  that  the  advice  for  which  he  has  asked  may  be  given 
without  fuilher  aelay.  1  doubt,  however,  whether  he  has  been  able  to  send  any 
information  calculated  to  remove  the  apprehensions  of  the  committee  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  proposed  convention  on  the  governments  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Spain. 

As  the  communications  between  the  President  and  the  Senate  on  such  sub- 
jects are  confidential,  and  are  discussed  with  closed  dooi-s,  both  in  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  and  in  the  House  itself,  1  cannot  absolutely  vouch  for  the 
accuracy  of  all  the  details  which  I  have  mentioned  in  this  despatch.  I  have  no 
doubt',  however,  that,  speaking  generally,  the  account  which  I  have  given  is 
substantially  correct. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 
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No.  15. 

Earl  Cowley  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Paris,  February  21,  1862. 

M.  Thouvenel  spoke  to  me  yesterdaj  in  terms  of  great  dissatisfaction  at  the 
first  proceedings  of  the  allied  commissioners  in  Mexico.  Their  proclamation  to 
the  Mexicans  had  already  appeared  in  the  public  papers,  and  his  excellenej 
read  to  me  the  joint  note  which  they  had  addressed  to  the  Mexican  government. 

M.  Thouvenel  said  that  he  had  received  these  documents  without  any  ex- 
planations from  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny,  who  had  referred  him  to  Admiral  Jnrien 
de  la  Graviere's  despatches  to  the  minister  of  marine ;  these  despatches,  how- 
ever, had  not  yet  come  to  hand,  so  that  M.  Thouvenel  was  unable  to  account 
for  the  deviations  both  from  the  terms  of  the  convention  of  the  Slst  October 
last  and  from  the  instructions  furnished  to  the  commissioners,  which  character- 
ized both  the  proclamation  and  the  joint  note  to  the  Mexican  government. 

M.  Thouvenel  could  not  understand  why,  when  the  preamble  of  the  conven- 
tion justified  a  reference  to  the  arbitrary  and  vexatious  conduct  of  the  authori- 
ties of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  the  commissioners  had  taken  upon  themselves  to 
say  that  they  had  no  cause  of  complaint  against  the  Mexican  government,  and 
why  it  was  made  to  appear  that  the  intervention  of  the  three  powers  was  rather 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  stable  government  in  Mexico  than  for  the  redrew 
ment  of  past  wrongs  to  their  respective  subjects.  Neither  could  he  approve,  as 
at  present  advised,  the  determination  taken  by  the  commissioners  not  to  send  in 
*  pi''     timatum  to  the  persons  directing  at  present  the  aflfairs  of  Mexico. 


No.  16. 
Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 

Foreign  Office,  February  24,  1862. 

Sir  :  Not  having  received  your  despatches,  I  am  unable  to  form  a  decided 
opinion  as  to  the  course  taken  by  the  commissioners  of  the  allies  at  Vera  Cruz ; 
but,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  the  commissioners  appear  to  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  have  insisted  too  little  on  the  reparation  of  the  wrongs  which  the  allied 
nations  have  sustained,  and  too  much  on  the  reorganization  of  the  Mexican 
government. 

I  have  to  repeat  to  you,  therefore,  that  the  objects  for  which  the  allies  have 
sent  their  naval  and  miliary  forces  to  Mexico  are  stated  fully  and  explicitly  in 
the  preamble  to  the  convention  of  the  31st  of  October. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  at  all  times  ready  to  give  their  moral  support 
to  a  government  which  can  maintain  relations  of  amity  and  punish  assassins 
who  murder  foreign  residents ;  but  the  construction  of  the  form  of  government 
capable  of  fulfilling  these  conditions  is  a  matter  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Mexicans  themselves. 

The  convention  takes  no  notice  of  the  form  of  government  in  Mexico,  except 
to  disavow  any  intention  to  interfere  with  the  right  of  the  Mexican  people  to 
choose  their  own  government. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 
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No.  17. 

Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wylce. 
[Extract] 

Foreign  Office,  February  25,  1862. 

Since  I  wrote  my  preceding  despatch,  I  have  seen  in  the  newspapers  a  copy 
or  translation  of  the  proclamation  of  the  commissioners  and  commanding  officers 
of  the  allied  powers,  dated  January  10. 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  approve,  indeed  they  strongly  disapprove, 
this  proclamation. 

It  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  your  course  was  clearly  hefore 
you.  Vera  Cruz  having  been  evacuated  by  the  Mexican  forces,  the  allies  should 
have  sent,  by  proper  messengers,  to  Mexico  the  terms  they  demanded  for  the 
wrongs  enumerated  in  the  preamble  of  the  convention. 

Subsequent  proceedings  should  have  depended  on  the  answers  received ;  but 
if  an  encampment  out  of  Vera  Cruz  or  an  advance  to  Jalapa  should,  for  sanitary 
or  military  reasons,  have  become  necessary,  it  should  have  been  asked  for  in 
terms  which  should  have  inspired  respect,  and  not  in  a  way  to  encourage  resist- 
ance. But  on  this  point  I  wait  for  your  explanations  before  forming  a  final 
opinion. 


No.  18. 
Mr,  HammoTid  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 

Foreign  Office,  February  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  I  am  directed  by  Earl 
Russell  to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty,  that  his  lordship  is  of  opinion  that  Commodore  Dunlop  should  be 
informed  that  he  may  remove  the  marines  from  Vera  Cruz,  either  on  board 
ship  or  to  Jalapa,  if  it  shall  be  thought  expedient  to  do  so. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOND. 


No.  19. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  February  27,  1862. 
CiR  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  dated  yesterday,  I  am  commanded  by  my 
lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl 
Russell,  that  their  lordships  have  deemed  it  advisable  that  the  marine  force  at 
Vera  Cruz  should  be  moved  on  board  ship,  in  preference  to  being  moved  to 
Jalapa,  and  have  given  orders  accordingly. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  ROMAINE. 
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No.  20. 
Mr,  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  AdmiraUy, 

Foreign  Office,  March  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid  before  the 
lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  copies  of  despatches  which  have  been 
addressed  to  her  Majesty's  minister  in  Mexico,  (Nos.  16  and  17,)  expressing 
the  views  of  her  Majesty's  government  with  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
allied  commissioners. 

I  am,  &c.» 

E.  HAMMOND. 


No.  21. 
Earl  Cowley  to  Earl  Russell. 


Paris,  February  28,  1862. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  communicated  to  M.  Thouvenel  your  despatches  of  the 
24th  and  25th  instant  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke. 

M.  Thouvenel  expressed  his  assent  in  your  lordship's  opinion  upon  the 
proclamation  issued  uy  the  British,  French,  and  Spanish  commissioners  to  the 
Mexican  people.  He  said  that  he  would  write  in  a  similar  sense  to  M.  Dubois 
de  Saligny,  though  he  cduld  hardly  pronounce  himself  so  strongly,  because  the 
French  commissioners  had  objected  to  the  proclamation,  and  had  only  joined  in  it 
in  order  not  to  separate  themselves  from  their  colleagues. 
I  have,  &c., 

COWLEY. 


No.  22. 
Earl  Cowley  to  Earl  Russell.  , 
[Extract.] 

Paris,  February  28,  1862. 
In  conversing  yesterday  with  M.  Thouvenel  on  the  present  state  of  afiairs  in 
Mexico,  his  excellency  said  that  there  appeared  to  be  some  misunderstanding 
respecting  the  French  claims.  Sir  C.  WyTte  having  told  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny 
that  he  could  not  support  them  without  having  first  submitted  them  to  the  ecu- 
sideration  of  her  Majesty's  government.  M.  Thouvenel  observed  that  be  had 
never  understood  that  the  commissioners  were,  as  it  were,  to  sit  in  judgment  on 
the  claims  of  their  respective  governments.  He  did  not  suppose  that  her 
Majesty's  government  would  submit  their  demands  to  the  sanction  of  the  impe- 
rial government,  any  more  than  that  they  would  desire  to  have  a  voice  in  the 
French  claims.  Besides,  if  these  matters  were  to  be  referred  to  Europe,  there 
would  be  no  end  to  the  delays  which  would  ensue.  His  conception  of  the  en- 
gagements existing  between  the  three  governments  was,  that  they  were  generally 
to  support  each  other's  demands.  Of  course,  if  any  one  of  them  put  forwaiS 
claimfl  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  other  two  were  extravagant  or  ill-founded. 
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and  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the  two  were  thereby  to  be  delayed,  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  they  should  join  in  what  they  might  consider  to  be  an  act 
of  injustice,  to  the  detriment  of  their  own  claimants.  It  would  be  open  to  them 
to  express  their  opinions,  and,  if  not  listened  to,  to  proceed  with  their  own 
affairs.  But  this  could  not  invalidate  the  claims  of  the  third  power,  who  might 
prosecute  them  alone;  it  being,  however,  clearly  understood  that  the  said  power 
was  still  bound  by  the  article  of  the  convention  of  October  31,  abjuring  all  par- 
ticular and  special  advantages. 

I  said  to  M.  Thouvenel  that  he  would  remember  that  I  had,  by  your  lord- 
ship's orders,  (see  your  despatch  of  the  2d  of  December,)  invited  his  excellency 
to  communicate  to  her  Majesty's  government,  on  terms  of  reciprocity,  the  con- 
ditions which  they  would  think  it  necessary  to  require  for  the  reparation  of  the 
wrongs  which  they  had  sustained  at  the  hands  of  the  Mexicans,  and  that  his 
excellency  had  informed  me  that  he  was  unable  to  do  so,  and  that  he  must  leave 
it  to  the  commissioners  to  examine  into  and  settle  the  amount ;  that  I  knew 
nothing  of  the  reference  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  which  M.  Thouvenel 
bad  alluded,  but  that  I  should  lose  no  time  in  communicating  his  observations 
to  your  lordship. 


No.  23. 
Earl  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  March  1,  1862. 

With  reference  to  your  excellency's  despatches  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  have  to 
state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  not  received  any  despatches 
from  Sir  Charles  Wyke  respecting  the  late  proceedings  of  the  allied  commis- 
sioners in  Mexico. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  may  possibly  have  considered  some  of  the  French  claims 
extravagant. 

As  to  the  existing  government,  it  was  never  understood  that  the  government 
de  facto  of  Mexico  was  not  to  be  treated  with.  If  the  Mexicans  show  a  prefer- 
ence to  the  existing  government,  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the  convention  to 
intefere  with  the  right  of  the  Mexican  people  in  that  respect. 


No.  24. 
^ir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract] 


Vera  Cruz,  January  16,  1862. 

On  the  6th  instant  Commodore  Dunlop  arrived  here  from  the  Havana  with  a 
squadron  consisting  of  seven  vessels,  on  board  one  of  which,  the  St.  Geoi^e,  was 
his  royal  highness  Prince  Alfred. 

On  the  following  day  came  Admiral  de  la  Gravifere  with  the  French  squadron, 
and  on  the  8th  General  Prim  with  two  more  Spanish  vessels -of- war. 

Commodore  Dunlop  brought  me  a  small  box,  containing  a  joint  commission 
for  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne  and  myself,  and  the  French  admiral 
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delivered  to  me  on  the  following  day  a  foreign  office  bag,  enclosed  in  whicli  were 
your  lordship's  several  despatches  dated  from  October  31  to  November  15, 1861. 
Should  any  other  despatches  from  the  first-named  date  to  the  2d  ultimo  have 
been  addressed  to  me,  they  have  not  been  received,  and  I  ought,  consequently, 
to  be  furnished  with  their  duplicates. 


No.  25. 

Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell, 

[Extract.] 

Vera  Cruz,  January  16,  1862. 

On  the  8th  instant  I  received  the  official  visits  of  General  Prim  and  Rear- 
Admiral  de  la  Gravi^re,  and  had  long  conversations  with  those  officers  as  to  the 
best  means  to  be  adopted  for  carrying  out  the  intentions  of  the  allies  in  our  joint 
intervention  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico. 

I  found  that  the  general  entirely  coincided  with  me  in  thinking  that  every 
measure  of  conciliation  should  be  adopted  with  the  Mexican  government  before 
resorting  to  force,  and  they  both  agreed  that  our  first  duty  was  to  aid  and  assist 
the  Mexicans  in  obtaining  such  a  government  as  was  likely  to  afford  more  effi- 
cient protection  to  the  lives  and  properties  of  foreigners  resident  in  the  republic, 
before  exacting  from  such  a  government  the  execution  of  those  engagements 
towards  foreign  powers  which  their  present  penury  and  hopeless  state  of  disor- 
ganization does  not  permit  them  to  fulfil. 

The  so-called  healthy  season  here  will  be  over  in  March,  when  the  great 
heats  begin,  and  after  which  time  it  would  be  most  imprudent  to  keep  our  troops 
on  the  coast,  where  they  would  be  decimated  by  sickness  and  yellow  fever. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  both  General  Prim  and  Admiral  de  la  Graviere,  and 
esteem  myself  fortunate  in  having  to  act  with  such  colleagues. 


No.  26. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 


Vera  Cruz,  January  16,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  The  first  meeting  of  the  commissioners  took  place  on  the  9th 
instant,  at  which,  on  my  presenting  Commodore  Dunlop  to  the  French  and 
Spanish  commissioners,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  on  tnat,  in  the  absence  of 
Vice- Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  he  should  act  as  joint  commissioner  with 
myself  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  in  the  conferences  about  to  take  place. 

General  Prim  having  made  a  short  summary  of  the  events  which  had  taken 
place,  compelling  the  three  powers  to  intervene  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico  for  the 
due  protection  of  their  respective  subjects,  as  well  as  to  compel  the  rulers  of  this 
republic  to  fulfil  the  treaty  obligations  which  they  had  contracted  towards  our 
governments,  dwelt  on  the  necessity  of  pointing  out  to  the  Mexican  people  the 
justice  of  the  intervention  and  the  amicable  spirit  towards  them  in  which  it  was 
offered,  and  would  be  acted  on  if  properly  received  by  them. 

He  then  presented  to  us  the  project  of  a  proclamation  to  the  Mexicans,  which, 
after  being  duly  discussed  and  slightly  modified,  was  finally  adopted  in  die  form 
which  I  have  the  honor  now  to  transmit  to  your  lordship. 


PRESENT   CONDITION    OF  MEXICO.  601 

The  next  proposal  was  that  we  should  address  a  joint  note  to  the  Mexican 
government  explaining  the  views  of  our  respective  governments,  and  at  the  same 
time  enclosing  a  separate  ultimatum  in  the  name  of  each  commissioner,  which 
was  to  be  accepted  without  discussion  by  the  government  of  this  republic. 

This  project  was  also  approved  of,  and  the  communication  of  our  respective 
demands  to  each  other  at  a  future  meeting  agreed  on. 

The  future  government  of  the  town,  in  the  absence  of  all  Mexican  authorities, 
was  next  discussed ;  and  the  occupation  of  the  castle  of  Ulloa  by  the  forces  of 
the  three  nations  in  succession  decided  on  as  follows : 

That  each  party  should  relieve  the  other  at  the  end  of  every  fourteen  days 
under  the  command  of  successive  captains  of  the  navy,  and  that  the  flags  of  the 
three  nations  should  continue  to  wave  together  whatever  might  be  the  nationality 
of  the  garrison  occupying  the  fortress  for  the  time  being. 

The  next  questions  brought  forward  were  the  collection  of  the  custom-house 
revenue  and  the  appointment  of  civil  authorities,  which  were  adjourned  for  future 
considpration ;  and  it  was  then  decided,  without  discussion,  that  all  local  charges 
and  expenses  should  be  defrayed  out  of  such  revenues  to  be  so  recovered. 

The  question  of  an  occupation  of  the  Pacific  ports  by  the  allied  naval  forces 
was  left  for  future  consideration. 

It  was  then  decided  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  look  out  for  some  more 
healthy  location  for  the  troops  than  the  town  of  Vera  Cruz,  for  which  purpose 
a  reconnaissance  towards  Medellin  and  La  Tejiria  by  the  allied  troops  was  pro- 
posed, with  a  view  of  occupying  those  posts  should  they  be  found  suitable  for 
our  purpose. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  both  Commodore  Dunlop  and  myself  stated 
that  the  nature  of  our  instructions  prevented  us  from  allowing  the  marines  to 
engage  in  any  operations  removing  them  from  the  coast,  both  on  account  of  the 
nature  of  the  force  as  well  as  its  being  totally  unprovided  with  tents  and  all 
other  equipage  necessary  for  a  campaign  away  from  their  ships. 

Admiral  de  la  Graviere  and  General  Prim  both  strongly  urged  the  necessity 
of  the  marines  accompanying  their  respective  forces  on  this  first  expedition  into 
the  interior,  as,  were  they  not  to  do  so,  the  Mexicans  would  be  sure  to  attribute 
their  absence  to  some  disunion  among  the  allies. 

As  there  was  great  truth  in  this  remark,  and  the  places  named  above  were 
only  four  leagues  distant  from  Vera  Cruz,  the  commodore  finally  consented  that 
one  company  should  accompany  the  expedition,  but  on  the  express  condition 
that  the  men  were  to  return  to  Vera  Cruz  on  the  following  day,  and  not  to  go 
out  of  it  again  unless  our  allies  were  attacked  at  these  outposts,  when,  of  course, 
the  whole  marine  force,  if  necessary,  would  march  out  to  their  assistance.  The 
battalion  is  now  on  shore,  and,  through  the  kindness  of  General  Prim,  is  quar- 
tered in  by  far  the  best  barrack  in  the  town. 

The  united  French  and  Spanish  forces  now  occupy  La  Tijeria  with  2,400  . 
men,  and  Medellin  with  1,800  men. 

Besides  this,  the  Spaniards  have  about  2,000  more  men  under  canvas  close 
to  the  gates  of  this  city,  so  that  the  troops  now  remaining  here  are  not  so 
dangerously  crowded  together  as  they  were  immediately  after  the  landing  of  the 
French. 

I  have,  &C.9 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
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[Enclosure  in  No.  26. — ^Translation.] 
Proclamation  of  the  allied  commissioners  to  the  Mexican  people. 

Mexicans:  The  representatives  of  England,  France,  and  Spain  fulfil  a  sacred 
duty  in  letting  you  know  their  intentions  as  soon  as  they  set  foot  upon  the  terri- 
tory of  the  republic. 

The  faith  of  treaties,  broken  by  the  various  governments  which  have  suceeded 
one  another  in  your  country,  the  personal  safety  of  our  countrymen  continuallj 
menaced,  have  made  this  expedition  necessary  and  indispensable. 

Those  deceive  you  who  would  have  you  believe  that,  behind  demands  as  just 
as  they  are  legitimate,  are  hidden  plans  of  conquest,  of  restorations,  or  of  inter- 
vention in  your  policy  and  administration. 

Three  nations  who  with  loyalty  accepted  and  recognized  your  independence 
have  a  right  to  expect  that  you  should  believe  them  animated  by  no  illegitimate 
thoughts,  but  rather  by  more  noble,  elevated,  and  generous  ones.  The  three  nations 
which  We  come  here  to  represent,  and  whose  primary  interest  may  seem  to  be 
satisfaction  for  the  outrages  inflicted  upon  them,  have  a  higher  interest,  and  one 
that  has  more  general  and  beneficient  consequences.  They  come  to  stretch  a 
friendly  hand  to  the  people  on  whom  Providence  has  showered  all  his  gifts,  and 
whom  they  see,  with  grief,  wasting  their  strength  and  destroying  their  vitality, 
under  the  violent  action  of  civil  war  and  perpetual  convulsions. 

This  is  the  truth,  and  we  who  are  charged  to  lay  it  before  you  do  not  do  so 
as  a  war-cry  or  menace,  but  in  order  that  you  may  build  up  the  edifice  of  your 
prosperity,  which  interests  us  all. 

It  is  for  you  exclusively,  for  you,  without  the  intervention  of  foreigners,  to 
constitute  yourselves  in  a  solid  and  permanent  manner;  your  work  will  be  the 
work  of  regeneration,  and  all  will  have  contributed  to  it,  some  with  their  opin- 
ions, with  their  intelligence  others,  with  their  conscience  all !  The  evil  is  seri- 
ous, the  remedy  urgent ;  now  or  never,  you  may  make  your  happiness. 

Mexicans !  Listen  to  the  voice  of  the  allies,  the  anchor  of  salvation  in  the 
dreadful  tempest  before  which  you  are  being  driven ;  intrust  yourselves  with  the 
greatest  confidence  to  their  good  faith  and  upright  intentions.  Fear  nothing 
on  account  of  the  unquiet  and  restless  spirits,  who,  should  they  present  them- 
selves, your  determined  and  decided  uprightness  would  know  how  to  confouud, 
while  we,  lookers-on,  preside  at  the  grand  spectacle  of  your  regeneration, 
guaranteed  by  order  and  liberty. 

Thus  will  it  be  understood,  we  are  sure,  by  the  supreme  government,  to  whom 
we  .address  ourselves;  thus  will  it  be  understood  by  the  intelligence  of  the 
country  to  whom  we  speak,  and  who,  as  true  patriots,  will  not  do  otherwise  than 
agree  that  they  should  all  of  them  rest  on  their  arms,  and  that  they  should  only 
appeal  to  reason,  which  is  that  which  should  triumph  in  the  nineteenth  century. 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
HUGH  DUNLOP. 
E.  JURIEN  DE  LA  GRAVlfiRE. 
DUBOIS  DE  SALIGNY. 
EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 


No.  27. 

Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

Vera  Cruz,  January  17,  1862. 
My  Lord  :  In  our  second  conference,  which  took  place  on  the  10th  instant, 
General  Prim  called  our  attention  to  the  fact  that  200  Spanish  subjects  resident 
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in  Tampico  had  lately  been  expelled  by  the  governor,  whilst  the  French  and 
English  living  there  had  been  allowed  to  continue  unmolested.  As  he  naturally 
considered  this  a  very  partial  and  unjust  measure  towards  his  countrymen,  he 
called  on  us  to  join  him  in  addressing  a  joint  note  to  the  Mexican  government 
announcing  to  them  that  the  intervention  was  meant  for  the  protection  of  the 
Spaniards  as  well  as  the  English  and  French,  and  that  consequently  any  act  of 
injustice  prepetrated  against  the  subjects  of  either  of  the  governments  would  be 
resented  by  all  three.  We  had  no  objection,  of  coure,  in  acceding  to  so  just  a 
demand,  and  a  joint  note  was  accordingly  drawn  up  and  signed  by  us  all,  but 
was  retained  for  transmission  at  a  more  fitting  opportunity,  for  reasons  which  I 
will  subsequently  relate. 

I  have  already  stated  that  in  our  first  conference  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
on  that  we  should  address  a  joint  note  to  the  Mexican  government,  stating  the 
motives  which  had  induced  the  three  governments  to  unite  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  redress  for  our  separate  grievances,  and  that  in  that  note  each  of  the 
diplomatic  commissioners  should  enclose  a  separate  ultimatum  of  his  own,  set- 
ting forth  the  demands  of  his  government. 

This  subject  was  now  again  brought  foi-ward,  and  it  was  agreed  on  that  the 
joint  note  should  be  addressed  by  us  to  the  president  of  the  republic,  and  that 
the  separate  demands  above  alluded  to  should  be  enclosed  therein,  and  directed 
to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 

We  then  decided  that  this  note  should  be  sent  up  to  Mexico  by  three  officers, 
one  English,  one  French,  and  a  Spaniard,  who  should  be  instructed  to  remain 
eight  days,  if  necessary,  in  that  city,  and  then  to  return  to  us  with  the  reply. 

The  officers  chosen  for  this  purpose  were  the  Brigadier  Milano  del  Bosch, 
Captain  Tatham,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Phaeton,  and  Captain  Thomasset, 
chief  of  the  French  admiral's  6tat-major. 

The  next  subject  treated  of  was  the  powers  to  be  conferred  on  the  governor 
of  Vera  Cruz,  who,  it  was  decided,  should  be  assisted  in  the  exercise  of  his 
junctions  by  a  council  composed  of  the  consuls  of  the  three  powers,  which 
council  should  be  called  together  in  all  serious  cases,  and  whose  decisions  should 
be  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes,  the  governor  presiding,  but  of  course  hav- 
ing no  vote. 

Th6  governor  is  to  have  no  jurisdiction  over  either  French  or  English  soldiers, 
who,  in  case  of  crime,  are  to  be  subjected  to  their  respective  military  authorities. 
All  other  cases  are  to  be  decided  on  by  the  governor  alone. 

Our  decision  relative  to  the  garrison  and  command  of  the  Castle  of  San  Juan 
de  Ulloa,  as  detailed  in  my  r^sum6  of  the  first  conference,  was  now  confirmed; 
and  it  was  also  settled  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  French  and  Spanish  comman- 
ders from  their  forces.  Commodore  Dunlop  should  command  in  Vera  Cruz  in 
the  name  of  the  three  powers,  with  the  same  attributions  as  the  governor,  that 
functionary  during  such  time  occupying  the  post  of  sub-governor. 

The  next  thing  decided  on  was  that,  for  the  sake  of  finding  more  healthy 
quarters  for  the  troops,  a  body  of  the  united  forces  should  march  next  day  to 
La  Tejeria  and  Medellin,  there  to  establish  themselves  if  necessary,  as  described 
in  my  account  of  the  first  day's  conference. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
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No.  28. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

Vera  Cruz,  January  18,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  Our  third  conference  took  place  on  the  13th  instant,  and  M.  de 
Saligny  being  absent  from  it  in  consequence  of  indisposition,  France  was  repre- 
sented alone  by  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravit^re. 

After  a  slight  discussion  as  to  whether  our  collective  note  should  be  addressed 
to  the  president  of  the  republic  or  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  it  was  finally 
decidea  in  favor  of  the  first-named  functionary,  and  agreed  on  that  the  en- 
closures in  that  note,  containing  the  separate  demands  of  each  government, 
should  be  delivered  to  the  latter  by  the  three  officers  whom  we  sent  up  to 
Mexico. 

Commodore  Dunlop  then  proposed  that  they  should  take  up  with  them  the  flags 
of  their  respective  nations  as  a  protection  in  case  of  any  attack  upom  them; 
but  on  my  pointing  out  that  the  only  attack  ihey  had  to  fear  was  from  robbers 
on  the  high  road,  who  would  not  respect  them  a  bit  more  for  the  flags  they  car- 
ried, it  was  resolved  that  they  should  go  as  at  first  proposed. 

The  business  of  the  conference  then  closed  by  General  Prim  giving  me  a 
short  description  of  the  march  to  La  Tejeria  the  day  before  by  the  allied  forces, 
composed  of  a  company  of  British  marines,  a  battalion  of  Zouaves,  one  of 
French  marines,  and  another  of  Spanish  light  infantry,  with  some  sappers  and 
miners,  and  a  squadron  of  lancers. 

On  their  way  out  they  met  with  some  Mexican  guerillas,  who  retired  before 
them  until  they  reached  the  place  above  named,  which  being  found  well  situated, 
a  camp  was  formed  there  for  the  troops,  and  General  Prim,  the  French  admiral, 
and  Commodore  Dunlop  then  rode  back  to  Vera  Cruz. 
I  have,  &;c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  29. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 


Vera  Cruz,  January  18,  1862. 

Our  fourth  conference  took  place  this  day,  and  was  opened  by  an  agreement 
that  our  meetings  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  and  the  morning  of  the  14th 
instant  should  be  considered  in  the  light  of  private  conversations  on  subjects 
of  great  delicacy  and  importance,  which  must  be  brought  to  the  separate  notice 
of  our  respective  governments,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  special  instructions 
thereon. 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  it  was  determined  to  alter  the  tone  and  style 
of  our  joint  note  to  the  Mexican  government,  and  not  to  enclose  therein  the  de- 
mands of  our  respective  governments,  for  reasons  which  I  will  explain  in  a 
separate  despatch. 

The  French  minister  brought  to  the  notice  of  General  Prim  that  heavy  con- 
tributions were  being  imposed  on  the  Spaniards  at  Guaymas,  and  then  stated 
that  the  government  at  Mexico  was  about  to  levy  a  tax  of  two  per  cent,  on 
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capital  for  foreigners  as  well  as  natives,  and  that  this,  as  well  as  other  heavy 
taxes  levied,  could  only  be  looked  on  in  the  light  of  a  war  tax,  which  the  two 
members  of  the  corps  diplomatique  now  remaining  in  the  capital  had  joined  the 
consular  body  in  protesting  against. 

The  question  remained  over  for  future  consideration. 

The  Spanifch  commissioner  then  suggested  the  propriety  of  sending  instruc- 
tions to  the  English  and  French  admirals  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  this  republic 
to  occupy  the  ports  there,  and  it  was  decided  that  in  the  event  of  the  Mexican 
government,  reftising  the  peacefnl  overtures  we  were  about  to  make  to  them 
such  instructions  might  be  sent,  always  excepting  the  port  of  Mazatlan,  but 
that  the  admirals  should  be  requested  not  to  act  in  this  sense  until  they  had 
learnt,  by  reliable  information,  that  hostilities  had  actually  begun  here  between 
the  allied  forces  anA  those  of  Mexico. 

The  next  question  discussed  was  that  of  the  special  claims  of  each  nation, 
their  amount,  and  the  manner  of  presenting  them ;  and  after  in  vain  endeavoring 
to  persuade  the  French  minister  to  modify  the  demands  he  had  drawn  out,  it  was 
finally  resolved,  as  neither  General  Prim  nor  myself  could  sustain  them  as  they 
stood,  to  refer  the  whole  question  to  our  respective  governments,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  a  sub-commission  of  competent  persons,  with  an  accountant, 
should  be  appointed  by  the  three  governments  to  examine  into  and  settle  the 
amount  of  the  special  claims  not  included  in  the  general  terms  of  the  treaty. 

We  then  agreed  that  each  commissioner  should  present  his  ultimatum  to  his 
colleagues,  in  order  that  these  documents  might  be  transmitted  to  our  respective 
governments,  who  would  then  be  able  to  judge  of  their  fitness,  and  whether  they 
should  be  sustained  or  not. 

As  before  said,  neither  General  Prim  nor  myself  could  compromise  our  gov- 
ernments by  sustaining  the  ultimatum  of  M.  de  Saligny  as  it  then  stood.  We 
again  urged  him  to  withdraw  it,  and  only  to  present,  in  conjunction  with 
ourselves,  a  demand  for  the  fulfilment  of  all  existing  treaties  and  engagements 
entered  into  between  Mexico  and  the  three  powers,  leaving  the  others  meanwhile 
in  suspense ;  but  he  said  that  his  instructions  prohibited  him  from  separating  the 
recognized  from  the  unrecognized  claims;  and  then  it  was  that  we  agreed  to 
withhold  the  presentation  of  any  sort  of  claim  until  this  question  should  be  de- 
cided on  at  home. 

Hereon  followed  a  conversation  as  to  whether  each  of  the  three  governments 
was  bound  to  see  the  claims  of  the  two  others  satisfied  as  well  as  its  own,  and 
the  Spanish  and  French  agents  stated  their  conviction  that  such  must  be  the 
meaning  of  the  treaty. 

It  having  been  rumored  that  General  Doblado  had  come  down  to  Orizaba  to 
treat  with  us,  we  all  agreed  that  in  such  a  case  we  would  inform  him  of  our  in- 
tention not  to  press  our  claims  at  present,  but  to  use  our  best  efforts  to  secure 
the  existence  of  a  firm  and  respectable  government ;  and  that  in  the  meantime  a 
more  healthy  and  convenient  position  should  be  granted  to  the  allied  forces  than 
Vera  Cruz,  where,  from  the  agglomeration  of  troops,  sickness  was  much  to  be 
feared. 

If  such  could  be  peaceably  obtained.  Commodore  Dunlop  expressed  his  desire 
to  accompany  the  allied  forces  with  the  battalion  of  British  marines,  for  the  sake 
of  removing  them  from  the  danger  of  yellow  fever  on  the  coast. 

The  conference  closed  by  deciding  to  send  a  merchant  vessel,  escorted  by  war 
steamers,  to  the  port  of  Alvarado,  down  the  coast,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
cattle,  mules,  carts,  harness,  &c.,  &c.,  which  would  be  required  to  enable  the 
troops  to  march  into  the  interior. 
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No.  30. 

Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 
[Extract.] 

Vera  Cbuz,  January  19,  1862. 

In  my  despatch  of  yesterday's  date  (No.  29)  I  allude  to  conversations  which 
took  place  at  the  conferences  on  the  13th  and  14th  instant,  on  subjects  of  great 
delicacy  and  importance,  which  should  be  brought  to  the  separate  notice  of  our 
respective  governments,  with  a  view  to  our  obtaiuiitg  special  instructions  thereon. 

I  will  now  endeavor  to  relate,  as  correctly  and  concisely  as  possible,  what 
occurred  on  those  occasions,  in  order  to  give  your  lordship  ^m  idea  of  the  diflB- 
culty  which  at  present  exists  to  cripple  our  combined  action  in  a  matter  requiring 
the  most  perfect  concord,  provided  always  that  the  treaty  between  the  three 
powers  binds  each  of  them  to  exact  from  the  Mexican  government  the  acknowl- 
edgment and  satisfaction  of  the  claiihs  brought  forward  by  the  other  two.  As 
your  lordship's  instructions  to  me  do  not  bear  on  this  point,  I  beg  to  be  informed 
whether  my  French  and  Spanish  colleagues  are  correct  in  supposing  and  assert- 
ing, as  they  do,  that  such  is  really  the  case. 

We  come  here,  as  I  understand  the  intervention,  to  oblige  the  Mexicans  to 
fulfil  all  the  obligations  they  have  contracted  by  their  treaties  and  conventions 
with  us,  as  well  as  to  obtain  from  their  authorities  better  protection  for  the 
persons  and  properties  of  our  subjects  residing  here.  So  far  all  is  clear  and 
easily  understood :  but  besides  this,  when  each  agent  had  to  send  in  an  ultima- 
tum embodying  all  the  demands  of  his  government,  it  became  necessary  to  bring 
forward  the  claims  against  this  government  arising  from  losses  and  injuries  in- 
flicted on  our  countrymen  for  a  long  time  past,  and  which  still  remain  unsettled. 

Now,  these  claims  are,  as  your  lordship  is  aware,  of  two  sorts,  that  is  to  say, 
those  already  acknowledged  by  the  Mexican  government  as  just,  and  those 
which  are  not  so  acknowledged,  or  which  have  not  yet  been  examined  into  and 
duly  presented  for  payment.  The  great  difficulty  an  agent  has  to  encounter 
here  is  the  management  of  this  latter  class,  from  tJie  difficulty  he  experiences  in 
arriving  at  a  correct  opinion  as  to  their  real  validity. 

Amongst  the  body  of  foreign  residents  in  this  unfortunate  country,  nineteen  out 
of  every  twenty  have  a  claim  of  some  sort  or  other  against  the  government;  many 
of  them  are  r^Uy  founded  in  justice,  whilst  others  have  been  trumped  up  and 
fabricated  as  good  speculations  to  obtain  money  as  compensation  for  some 
imaginary  injury,  such  as  a  three  days*  imprisonment  which  they  h^ve  brought 
on  themselves,  purposely,  for  the  sake  of  establishing  a  claim,  which  they  then 
bring  forward  at  some  exorbitant  rate.  If  the  minister  supports  these,  he  is 
accused,  of  course,  of  great  injustice  by  the  Mexican  government ;  if  he  reftisea 
to  do  so,  he  brings  down  the  most  lavish  abuse  on  himself  and  his  acts  by  the 
disappointed  claimant,  as  your  lordship  will  have  recently  seen  was  the  case  with 
me  in  the  columns  of  the  "  Mexican  Extraordinary,"  so  that,  act  as  he  will,  he 
is  nearly  sure  to  be  in  hot  water  one  way  or  the  other. 

I  have  prefaced  what  I  am  about  to  say  relative  to  such  claims  with  this  ex- 
planation, as  it  was  necessary  to  do  so  in  order  that  your  lordship  may  fully 
understand  what  took  place  in  our  conferences  on  the  13th  and  14th  instant, 
with  reference  to  this  subject  of  "  claims." 

When  it  was  proposed  by  General  Prim  that  each  commissioner  should  com- 
municate to  his  colleagues  the  ultimatum  he  was  about  to  send  in  as  an  enclosure 
in  our  joint  note  to  the  president,  they  were  severally  produced  and  perused, 
and  it  then  became  evident  at  once  that  neither  the  general  nor  myself  could  for 
a  moment  think  of  supporting  such  an  ultimatum  as  that  drawn  up  and  presented 
by  M.  de  Saligny,  the  French  minister.     We  in  vain  endeavored  to  make  him 
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modify  it  by  withholding  all  mention  of  the  "claims"  properly  so  called,  as  we 
were  both  willing  to  do  until  the  whole  case  connected  with  them  could  be  re- 
ferred home  for  instructions,  and  in  the  meantime  we  requested  him  only  to 
press,  in  common  with  ourselves,  for  those  demands  specified  in  the  convention 
between  our  three  governments ;  but  he  persisted  in  saying  that  his  instructions 
would  not  allow  him  to  do  so,  and  we  were  then,  therefore,  obliged  to  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  we  had  better  each  withdraw  his  ultimatum  until  we  could 
learn  whether  they  were  approved  of  and  intended  to  be  supported  by  the  joint 
action  of  our  respective  governments. 

I  herewith  enclose  copies  of  the  ultimatum  we  each  handed  in,  and  your  lord- 
ship will  then  easily  understand  why  neither  General  Prim  nor  myself  could 
accept  the  responsibility,  in  the  name  of  our  governments,  of  supporting  that  of 
M.  de  Saligny. 

He  fixes  the  amount  of  French  unsettled  claims  at  12,000,000  dollars,  stating 
that  he  has  not  examined  into  them,  as  it  would  take  him  at  least  a  twelvemonth 
to  do  so;  but  his  government  having  instinicted  him  to  name  some  particular  sum 
for  the  liquidation  thereof,  he  has  named  the  one  above  mentioned  as  being  what 
he  considers  an  approximation  to  their  value  by  a  million  or  two,  more  or  less. 

Now,  it  becomes  evident  from  such  a  statement,  that  this  is  a  very  loose  way 
of  handling  such  a  question  as  this,  and  the  more  so,  as  the  French  demand  is 
that  this  and  other  sums  claimed  shall  be  paid  without  discussion  by  the  Mexi- 
can government,  which  is  thus  debarred  from  having  the  justice  of  the  claims 
examined  into  either  by  themselves  or  by  some  third  party. 

As  these  discussions  on  the  justice  of  our  respective  claims  should  be  by  all 
means  avoided,  we  all  came  to  the  conclusion  that,  taking  into  consideration  their 
vast  importance,  they  should  be  carefully  examined  into  and  decided  on  by  a 
sub-commission  of  three  lawyers  and  an  accountant  named  by  the  three  govern- 
ments, whose  duty  it  should  be  to  report  to  us  the  fair  amount  to  be  claimed  by 
each  government,  which,  when  thus  ascertained,  should  then  be  insisted  on  in 
the  name  of  all  three.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  the  only  practical  solution 
of  the  difficulty  we  find  ourselves  placed  in ;  for  mutual  recriminations  between 
the  commissioners  of  the  three  powers  as  to  the  justice  of  their  respective  de- 
mands against  the  Mexican  government  can  only  lead  to  a  total  paralyzation  of 
their  joint  action,  and  thus  completely  frustrate  the  intentions  of  the  allies. 

The  next  point  General  Prim  and  myself  objected  to  in  M.  de  Saliguy's  ulti- 
matum was  the  demand  founded  on  the  claim  of  the  Swiss  house  of  Jecker  &; 
Co.  in  Mexico. 

This  I  will  endeavor  to  explain  in  as  few  words  as  possible,  and  I  think  your 
lordship  will  agree  with  me  that  the  claim  is  an  extraordinary  one,  to  say  the 
least  of  it.  When  the  Miramon  government  were  on  their  last  legs,  and  totally 
penniless,  the  house  of  Jecker  lent  them  750,000  dollars,  and  received  in  return 
for  the  advance  bonds  to  be  payable  at  some  future  period  to  the  amount  of 
15,000,000  dollars. 

Shortly  after  this  outrageous  proceeding  Miramon  was  upset  and  succeeded  by 
his  rival  Juarez,  who  was  then  called  on  by  M.  Jecker,  who  was  under  French 
protection,  to  pay  the  above-named  enormous  sum,  on  the  plea  that  one  govern- 
ment must  be  held  responsible  for  the  acts  and  obligations  of  the  other.  Juarez 
refused  to  do  so,  and  in  this  resolution  was  supported  by  the  opinion  of  all  im- 
partial people  in  Mexico.  I  have  always  understood  that  his  government  was 
willing  to  repay  the  original  sum  lent  of  750,000  dollars,  with  5  per  cent, 
interest  thereon,  but  repudiated  the  idea  of  their  being  liable  for  the  15,000,000 
dollars. 

I  need  hardly  say  that  such  terms  as  these  could  never  have  been  accepted, 
and  any  attempt  to  enforce  such  demands  must  have  brought  on  immediate 
hostilities  between  the  Mexican  government  and  the  allies. 

General  Prim's  ultimatum  appears  to  me  to  be  a  fair  and  just  one ;  and  as  to 
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my  own,  drawn  up  io  the  absence  of  any  special  instructions  bearing  on  the  case 
in  point,  I  trust  it  will  meet  with  your  lordship's  approbation. 

Having,  as  already  stated,  agreed  to  suspend  the  presentation  of  our  respec- 
tive demands  until  we  could  obtain  more  explicit  instructions  relative  to  them, 
we  then  determined  to  alter  the  tone  of  our  joint  note  to  the  president,  which 
was  finally  sent  in  as  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  it  to  your  lordship. 
We  made  it  as  conciliatory  and  pacific  as  possible,  with  a  view  to  getting  the 
moderate  and  rational  members  of  the  government  to  accept  our  int43rvention  in 
a  friendly  instead  of  a  hostile  spirit. 

As  the  Mexicans  have  determined  to  abandon  their  ports  and  concentrate 
their  forces  in  the  interior,  we  lose  all  hold  on  them  unless  we  follow  them  there 
and  by  force  dictate  our  own  tenns,  which,  with  such  a  land  force  as  the  allies 
now  have  here,  would  be  impossible,  owing  to  the  resistance  we  should  meet 
with  from  the  whole  population  against  the  Spanish  portion  of  the  expedition. 
To  keep  so  large  an  agglomeration  of  European  troops  in  this  small  town,  with 
the  sickly  season  rapidly  approaching,  would  be  yibrse  than  imprudent,  and, 
therefore,  it  was  determined  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  move  them  into  the 
interior,  as  far  as  the  first  table-lands,  where  are  situated  the  towns  of  Jalapa, 
Cordova,  and  Orizaba.  To  arrive  at  these  places,  however,  the  troops  would 
have  to  pass  some  most  formidable  mountain  passes,  which  the  Mexicans  have 
already  fortified,  and  are  determined  to  defend. 

These  considerations  convinced  both  General  Prim  and  myself  that  we  must 
endeavor  to  obtain  what  was  required  by  persuasion,  instead  of  by  force;  and 
hence  the  extremely  conciliatory  tone  of  our  joint  note  to  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, which  was  despatched  on  the  4th  instant  by  our  three  officers,  as  already 
stated.  They  were  instructed  verbally  to  demand  a  more  healthy  location  for 
the  allied  troops,  and  to  point  out  Jalapa  and  Orizaba  as  suitable  places,  should 
they  not  be  objected  to  by  the  government. 

Having  come  to  this  resolution,  the  commissioners  determined  to  withhold 
the  transmission  of  the  joint  note  we  had  written  about  the  expulsion  of  the 
Spaniards  from  Tampico  until  we  received  a  reply  to  the  one  sent  up  by  the 
three  officers. 

Although  the  French  commissioners  finally  adopted  the  line  of  conduct  I  have 
described,  they  evidently  did  so  with  reluctance,  owing  to  the  extreme  hostility 
of  M.  de  Saligny  to  the  Juarez  government,  which  Admiral  de  la  Graviere  seems 
also  anxious  to  get  rid  of,  with  the  hope  of  establishing  a  monarchy  in  its  place. 
Whether  such  a  change  would  be  beneficial  or  not  remains  to  be  proved;  but 
if  it  does  take  place,  it  should  proceed  from  the  will  of  the  nation  itself,  as  any 
suggestion  coming  from  us  on  such  a  subject  could  only  be  looked  on  by  the 
Mexicans  as  an  unwarrantable  interference  on  our  part. 

If  the  present  government  would  frankly  accept  the  sort  of  amicable  protec- 
tion we  now  ofier  them,  an  immense  step  will  have  been  gained;  for  in  such 
a  case  they  could,  relying  on  the  support  of  our  presence,  use  their  own  forces 
in  putting  down  the  formidable  bands  of  robbers  and  malcontents  who  now 
infest  all  the  great  public  thoroughfares,  and,  by  restoring  peace  to  the  country, 
thereby  enable  the  government  to  collect  its  revenue  and  offijr  the  protection 
which  it  owes  to  foreigners  resident  in  the  republic. 


[Enclosure  1  in  No.  SO.] 


TJltimatnm  proposed  to  he  presented  to  the  Mexican  government  by  the  French 

com  missioners. 

Les  soussignds,  repr^sentants  de  la  France,  out  Phonneur,  ainsi  qu'il  est  dit 
dans  la  note  collective  address^  en  date  de  ce  jour  au  gouvemement  Mexicain 
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par  les  pl^nipotentiaires  de  la  France,  de  rAngleterre,  et  de  TEsp^ne,  de 
formuler  comme  suit  rultimatum  dont  ils  ont  ordre  d'exiger  au  nom  du  gouveme- 
ment  de  sa  Majesty  PEmpereur  Tacceptation  pure  et  simple  par  le  Mexique : 
Article  1.  Le  Mexique  s'engage  k  payer  k  la  France  une  Bomme  de  12,000,000 

Siastres  k  laquelle  est  ^valud  I'ensemble  des  reclamations  Fran9ai8eB,  en  raison 
es  faits  accomplis  jusqu'au  31  Juillet  dernier,  sauf  les  exceptions  stipuldes  dans 
les  articles  2  et  4  ci-dessous. 

En  ce  qui  touche  les  faits  accomplis  depuis  le  31  Juillet  dernier,  et  pour 
lesquels  if  est  fait  ici  une  reserve  expi-esse,  le  chiffre  des  reclamations  auxquelles 
ils  pourront  donner  lieu  contre  Mexique  sera  fixd  ult^rieurement  par  les  p^ni- 
potentiaires  de  la  France. 

Art.  2.  Les  sommes  restant  dues  sur  la  convention  de  1853,  qui  ne  sont  pas 

Sas  comprises  dans  Particle  1  ci-dessus,  devront  fitre  payees  aux  ayants-droit 
ans  la  forme  et  en  tenant  compte  des  ^ch^aucefi  stipulees  dans  la  dite  conven- 
tion de  1853. 

Art.  3.  Le  Mexique  sera  tenu  k  Tex^cution  pleine,  loyale,  et  immediate  du 
contrat  conclu,  au  mois  de  Fevrier  1859,  entre  le  gouvememetit  Mexicain  et  la 
Maison  Jecker. 

Art.  4.  Le  Mexique  s'oblige  au  paiement  immddiat  des  1 1,000  piastres  formant 
le  reliquat  de  Tindemnitd  qui  a  dtd  stipulde  en  faveur  de  la  veuve  et  des  enfants 
de  M.  Ricke,  vice-consul  de  France  a  Tepic,  assassin^  en  Octobre  1859. 

Le  gouvemement  Mexicain  devra  en  outre,  et  ainsi  qu'il  en  a  d6jk  contracts 
Tobligation,  destituer  de  ses  grades  et  emplois.  et  punir  d'une  fa9on  exem- 
plaire,  le  Colonel  Rojas,  un  des  assassins  de  M.  Ricke,  avec  la  condition  expresse 
que  Rojas  ne  pourra  plus  6tre  investi  d'aucun  emploi,  comraandement,  ni  fonc- 
tions  publiques  quelconques. 

Art.  5.  Le  gouvemement  Mexicain  s'engage  egalement  k  rechercher  et  k  punir 
les  auteurs  des  nombreux  assassinats  coramis  contre  des  Fran^ais,  notarament 
les  meurtriers  du  Sieur  Davesne. 

Art.  6.  Les  auteurs  des  attentats  commis  le  14  Aoiit  dernier,  contre  le  ministre 
de  TEmpereur,  et  des  outrages  auxquels  le  reprdsentant  de  la  France  a  etd  en 
butte  dans  les  premiers  jours  du  mois  de  Novembre  1864,  seront  soumis  k  un 
ch^timent  exemplaire ;  et  le  gouvemement  Mexicain  sera  tenu  d'accorder  k  la 
France  et  k  son  reprdsentant  les  reparations  et  satisfactions  dues  en  raison  de 
ces  d^plorables  excds. 

Art.  7.  Pour  assurer  Texdcution  des  articles  5  et  6  ci-dessus,  et  le  cbdtiment 
de  tons  les  attentats  qui  ont  ete  ou  qui  seraient  commis  contre  la  personne  de 
Francjais  rdsidant  dans  la  r^publique,  le  ministre  de  France  aura  toujours  le 
droit  d'assister,  en  tout  etat  de  cause,  et  par  tcl  deldgue  qu*il  designera  a  cet 
effet,  a  toutes  instructions  ouverts  par  la  justice  criminelle  du  pays. 

II  sera  investi  du  m^me  droit  relativement  k  toutes  poursuites  criminelles  in- 
tent^es  contre  ses  nationaux. 

Art.  8.  Les  indemnitds  stipuldes  dans  le  prdsent  ultimatum  porteront  de  droit, 
a  dater  du  17  Juillet  dernier  et  jusqu*^  painfait  paiement,  un  int^rfit  annuel  de 
six  pour  cent. 

Amt.  9.  En  garantie  de  Taccomplissement  des  conditions  financieres  et  autres 
posees  par  le  present  ultimatum,  la  France  aura  le  droit  d*occuper  les  ports  de 
Vera  Cruz,  de  Tampico,  et  tels  autres  ports  de  la  republique  qu'elle  croira  k 
propos,  et  d*y  etablir  des  commissaires  designes  par  le  gouvemement  imperial, 
lesquels  auront  pour  mission  d'assurer  la  remise  entre  les  mains  des  puissances 

3ui  y  auront  droit  des  fonds  qui  doivent  etre  prelevds  k  leur  profit,  en  execution 
es  conventions  etrang^res,  sur  le  produit  des  douanes  maritimes  du  Mexique, 
et  la  remise  entre  les  mains  des  agents  Fran9ais  des  sommes  dues  k  la  France. 

Les  commissaires  dont  il  s*agit  seront,  en  outre,  investis  du  pouvoir  de  rdduire, 
soit  de  moitie,  soit  dans  une  moindre  proportion,  suivant  qu*ils  le  jugeront  con- 
venable,  les  droits  actuellement  per(us  dans  les  ports  de  la  rdpublique. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 39 
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II  est  expresB^ment  entendn  que  lea  marcbandises  ajant  d^jd.  acquitte  leg 
les  droits  d'importation  ne  pourront,  en  aucon  cas  ni  sous  ancun  pretexte  que  cc 
Boit,  6tre  Boumis  par  le  gouvemement  supreme  ni  par  leB  autorit^B  deB  £tatB  k 
aucuDB  droits  additionels  de  douane  intdrieure  ou  autres,  excc^dant  la  proportion 
de  quinze  pour  cent  des  droits  payds  k  Timportation. 

Art.  10.  Toutes  les  mesures  qui  seront  jugees  ndceBsaircB  pour  rdgler  It 
repartition  entre  les  parties  intc'ress^es  des  sommes  prelevdes  but  le  produit  des 
douanes,  ainsi  que  le  mode  et  les  dpoques  de  paiement  des  indemnites  stipulces 
ci-dessus,  comme  pour  garantir  Texdcution  des  conditions  du  present  ultimatum, 
seront  arr^tds  de  concert  entre  les  plenipotentiaires  de  la  France,  de  TAngle- 
terre,  et  de  TEspagne. 

Vera  Cruz,  le. 

[Neither  date  nor  signature.] 


[Translation.] 

The  undersigned,  representatives  of  France,  have  the  honor,  as  Btated  m  the 
collective  note  addressed  this  day  to  the  Mexican  government  by  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  France,  England,  and  Spain,  to  draw  up,  as  follows,  the  ultimatum 
of  which  they  have  received  orders  in  the  name  of  the  government  of  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  to  demand  the  pure  and  simple  acceptance  by  Mexico : 

Article  1.  Mexico  engages  to  pay  France  a  sum  of  $12,000,000,  at  which 
amount  are  calculated  the  total  French  demands,  consequent  upon  events  which 
have  occurred  up  to  July  last,  with  the  exceptions  stipulated  in  articles  2  and  4 
below. 

As  regards  those  events  which  have  taken  place  since  the  31st  of  July  last, 
and  of  which  a  special  reservation  is  here  made,  the  amount  of  the  claims  against 
Mexico  to  which  they  may  give  rise  will  be  fixed  hereafter  by  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  France. 

Art.  2.  The  sums  still  due  under  the  convention  of  1853,  whioh  are  not  in- 
cluded in  article  1,  above,  shall  be  paid  to  the  rightful  claimants  in  the  fonn, 
and  allowing  the  terms  of  payment  stipulated  in  the  said  convention  of  1853. 

Art.  3.  Mexico  shall  be  held  to  the  full,  loyal,  and  immediate  execution  of 
the  contract  concluded  in  the  month  of  February,  1859,  between  the  Mexican 
government  and  the  firm  of  Jecker. 

Art.  4.  Mexico  is  pledged  to  the  immediate  payment  of  the  $11,000  forming 
the  balance  of  the  indemnity  which  was  stipulated  for  in  favor  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  M.  Ricke,  vice-consul  of  France  at  Tepic,  assassinated  in  October, 
1859. 

The  Mexican  government  shall  further,  and  according  to  the  obligatioo 
already  contracted  by  them,  depnve  of  his  rank  and  appointments,  and  punisli 
in  an  exemplary  manner,  Colonel  Bojas,  one  of  the  assassins  of  M.  Ricke,  witli 
the  express  condition  that  Rojas  shall  not  again  be  invested  with  any  employ- 
ment, command,  or  public  functions  whatsoever. 

Art.  5.  The  Mexican  government  also  engages  to  search  out  and  to  punisb 
the  authors  of  the  numerous  murders  committed  upon  Frenchmen,  and  especially 
the  murderers  of  M.  Davesne. 

Art.  6.  The  authors  of  the  attacks  committed  on  the  14tJi  of  August  last 
against  the  minister  of  the  Emperor,  and  of  the  outrages  to  which  the  representa- 
tive of  France  has  been  exposed  in  the  first  part  of  the  month  of  November, 
1861,  shall  be  subjected  to  exemplary  punishment ;  and  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment shall  be  bound  to  afford  to  France  and  to  her  representative  the  reparadon 
and  satisfaction  due  by  reason  of  these  deplorable  excesses. 

Art.  7.  In  order  to  insure  the  execution  of  the  above  articles  5  and  6,  and 
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the  punishment  for  all  the  outrages  which  have  heen,  or  which  may  be,  com- 
mitted against  the  persons  of  Frenchmen  residing  in  the  republic,  the  minister 
of  France  shall  always  have  the  right  of  being  present,  whatever  the  case  at 
issue,  and  by  such  representative  as  he  may  designate  for  that  purpose,  at  all 
proceedings  instituted  oy  the  criminal  courts  of  the  country. 

The  minister  shall  possess  the  same  right  with  regard  to  all  criminal  prosecu- 
tions instituted  against  his  countrymen. 

Art.  8.  The  indemnities  stipulated  in  the  present  ultimatum  shall  bear  a  legal 
annual  rate  of  interest  of  6  per  cent.,  to  date  from  the  17th  July  last,  and  until 
their  complete  payment. 

Art.  9.  As  a  guarantee  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  financial  and  other 
conditions  laid  down  in  the  present  ultimatum,  France  shall  have  the  right  of  oc- 
cupying the  ports  of  Vera  Cruz,  of  Tampico,  and  such  other  ports  of  the  repub- 
lic as  she  shall  think  fit;  and  of  there  establishing  commissioners  designated  by 
the  imperial  government,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  care  that  those  powers 
which  nave  a  legal  claim  shall  receive  such  funds  as  are  to  be  levied  for  their 
benefit  on  the  produce  of  the  maritime  custom-houses  of  Mexico,  in  fulfilment  of 
the  foreign  conventions,  and  that  French  agents  shall  receive  those  sums  which 
are  due  to  France. 

The  commissioners  in  question  shall,  besides,  be  invested  with  the  power  of 
reducing,  either  by  one-half  or  in  a  smaller  proportion,  according  as  they  may 
judge  advisable,  the  duties  at  present  levied  in  the  ports  of  the  republic. 

It  is  expressly  understood  that  merchandise  which  has  already  paid  import 
duty  shall  in  no  case,  and  on  no  pretext  whatsoever,  te  subjected  by  the  su- 
preme government,  or  by  the  State  authorities,  to  any  additional  customs  duty, 
inland  or  otherwise,  exceeding  the  proportion  of  15  per  cent,  on  the  duties  paid 
on  importation. 

Art..  10.  All  measures  which  shall  be  judged  necessary  for  regulating  the 
apportionment  among  the  parties  interested  of  the  sums  levied  upon  the  produce 
of  the  customs,  as  well  as  the  manner  and  the  periods  of  the  payment  of  the 
indemnities  above  stipulated,  as  also  for  guaranteeing  the  execution  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  present  ultimatum,  shall  be  framed  in  concert  with  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  France,  England,  and  Spain. 

Vera  Cruz. 

[Neither  date  nor  signature.] 


[EncloBure  2  in  No.  30.— Ti-anslation  ] 
Proposed  despatch  from  the  Count  de  Reus  to  General  Doblado, 

Vera  Cruz,  January  14,  1862. 

Excellency  :  The  government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  whom  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  has  instructed  me  to  demand  from  the  government  of  this 
republic  the  satisfaction  due  for  the  outrages  committed  against  the  Spanish  na- 
tion ;  the  reparation  of  the  injuries  inflicted  on  the  subjects  of  her  Majesty  who 
reside  in  the  Mexican  territory ;  and  the  faithful  observance  of  the  solemn  com- 
pacts which  bind  the  Mexican  government  towards  that  of  her  Catholic  Majesty. 
In  fulfilment  of  these  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  your  excel- 
lency, in  clear  and  definite  terms,  what  the  Spanish  government  demands  from 
the  government  of  Mexico  : 

Firstly.  The  inunediate  nomination  of  a  representative  of  the  republic,  who 
will  have  to  leave  in  the  shortest  possible  time  for  the  court  of  Madrid,  with  the 
express  commission  to  give  full  satisfaction  for  the  outrage  committed  on  her 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain  and  the  Spani&h  nation  by  the  expulsion  of  the 
Ambassador  Don  Joaquin  Francisco  Pacheco. 
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Secondly.  The  immediate  fulfilmeiit  of  the  Mon- Almonte  treaty,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  due  from  the  date  of  the  said  treaty. 

Thirdly.  The  granting  of  indemnities  to  the  Spanish  subjects  tx>  whom  they 
may  be  due,  for  the  injuries  inflicted  on  them  by  the  crimes  committed  in  tbe 
haciendas  of  San  Vicente  and  Ghiconcuaqua»  and  in  the  mine  of  San  Dimas ; 
the  recognition  of  the  right  which  belongs  to  Spain  to  demand  compensation  for 
the  injuries  suffered  by  subjects  of  her  Majesty  in  consequence  of  the  oppressive 
acts  and  outrages  which  have  been  committed,  or  may  be  committed  against 
them  ;  the  exemplary  punishment  of  the  perpetrators  of  these  crimes,  and  of  the 
authorities  who,  though  able  to  do  so,  did  not  attempt  to  prevent  them,  and  the 
solemn  promise  that  for  the  future  the  repetition  of  such  atrocious  excesses  will 
be  avoided. 

Fourthly.  The  payment  of  40,000  hard  dollars  as  value  for  the  Spanish  bark 
Conception,  unlawfully  seized,  for  her  cargo,  and  for  the  injury  suffered  by  her 
owners  and  feighters. 

Your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  state,  in  reply,  whether  or  no  the  Mexican 
government  is  disposed  to  accede  to  these  demands  within  the  precise  period  of 
four  days,  counted  from  the  moment  in  which  this  communication  may  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  your  excellency. 

EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 


[Enclofiore  3  in  No.  30  ] 
Frapoaed  despatch  from  Sir  C  Wyke  to  General  Doh^.ado. 

Vera  Cruz,  Janiiary  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  the  joint  note  this  day  addressed  to  his  excellency  the  president  by 
the  representatives  of  France  and  Spain  as  well  as  by  myself,  we  have  pointed 
out  the  imperious  necessity  which  has  compelled  the  three  powers  we  have  the 
honor  to  repesent  lo  adopt  a  united  action  for  obtaining  redress  for  those  griev- 
ances of  which  we  have  such  just  cause  to  complain  in  common,  reserving  to  onr- 
selves  separately  the  faculty  of  addressing  to  you,  each  in  his  turn,  an  ultimatmn 
which  we  have  been  instructed  by  our  respective  governments  to  present  for  ac- 
ceptation to  the  government  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

That  of  Great  Britain,  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excel- 
lency, is  as  follows : 

1.  That  your  government  will  give  to  that  of  her  Majesty  a  positive  or  ma- 
terial guarantee  for  the  due  and  punctual  fiilfilment  of  all  the  stipulations  con- 
tained in  the  various  treaties,  conventions,  and  agreements  at  present  existing 
between  England  and  Mexico. 

ITiat  the  660,000  dollars  forcibly  taken  from  the  British  legation,  and 
the  279,000  and  odd  dollars  still  remaining  due  of  the  money  abstracted  from 
the  "  conducta  "  at  Laguna  Seca,  shall  be  immediately  repaid,  with  6  per  cent 
interest  on  the  first-named  sum,  and  12  per  cent,  on  the  second,  counting  from 
the  day  on  which  the  money  was  unlawfully  appropriated  by  the  respectiTC 
authors  of  these  outrages ;  and  that  all  such  sums  of  money  owing  to  the  Lon- 
don bondholders  and  the  convention  bondholders,  as  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
custom-house  authorities  at  the  time  all  payments  were  suspended  by  the  law 
of  the  17th  of  July  last,  and  all  such  sums  as  in  consequence  of  that  law  have 
been  since  withheld  from  them,  shall  be  repaid  to  the  owners  thereof,  with  an 
interest  of  6  per  cent,  thereon. 

3.  That  interventors  to  be  named  by  the  British  government,  invested  with 
the  power  of  reducing  the  import  duties  by  one-half  if  they  consider  it  neces- 
9Siry  to  do  so,  shedl  be  placed  at  the  different  ports  of  the  republic,  with  an  equal 
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control  over  the  receipts  of  their  custom-houses  as  is  exercised  hj  the  Mexican 
authorities  themselves,  so  as  to  secure  the  just  and  proper  distribution  of  that 
portion  of  the  duties  which  is  assigned  to  both  classes  of  bondholders  bj  the 
conventions  and  agreements  above  alluded  to. 

4.  That  all  such  claims  of  British  subjects  as  have  been  already  acknowl- 
edged bj  the  3fexican  government  shall  be  at  once  liquidated,  and  that  all 
others  not  yet  fully  examined  into  shall,  if  founded  in  justice  and  right,  be  also 
acknowledged  as  valid  when  such  has  been  proved  to  be  the  case,  and  paid 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

The  English,  French,  and  Spanish  officers  who  are  ordered  to  present  the 
despatch  to  his  excellency  the  president,  in  which  this  note  forms  an  enclosure, 
will  return  here  in  four  days  after  their  arrival  in  Mexico,  and  Captain  Tatham, 
of  her  Majesty's  navy,  will  be  happy  to  take  charge  of  any  communication  you 
may  wish  to  forward  to  me  in  reply  to  this  note. 
1  avail,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


[EDcloBure  4  in  No.  30.] 
The  Allied  Commusioners  to  Oie  President  of  Mexico, 

Les  soussign^s,  rcprdsentants  de  sa  Majestd  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
de  sa  Majestd  PEmpereur  des  Fran^ais,  et  de  sa  Majestd  la  Reine  d'Espagne, 
ont  rhonneur  d'exposer  k  votre  excellence  quails  ont  re^u  de  leurs  gouvemements 
respectifs  Pordre  de  lui  presenter  un  ultimatum  dans  lequel  se  trouveront  ex- 
posees  leurs  justes  reclamations. 

Des  dettes  sacrees  et  dej4  reconnues  par  les  traitcs  n'ont  pas  dtd  acquittdes ; 
la  siirete  individuelle  de  nos  compatriotes  a  6t6  compromise :  k  un  odieux  sys- 
t^me  d'extorsions  ont  succdde  le  pillage  et  le  meurtre.  Un  pariel  dtat  de  choses 
devait  contraindre  les  gouvemements  allids  k  venir  demander  au  Mexique  non 
seulement  des  reparations  pour  le  passd,  mais  aussi  des  garanties  pour  Tavenir ; 
mais  les  repr^sentants  soussign^s,  inventis  de  la  confiance  de  leurs  gouveme- 
ments, n'ont  pas  pensd  qu'il  leur  suffirait  d'exposer  leurs  griefs  et  d'en  exiger  la 
reparation  immediate. 

Prenant  en  considdration  Tdtat  actuel  du  Mexique,  ils  ont  cru  que  leur  mission 
pouvait  avoir  un  but  plus  dlevd  et  une  fin  plus  genereuse. 

Trois  grandes  nations  n'ont  point  formd  une  puissante  alliance  uniquement 
pour  venger  les  outrages  dont  a  pu  se  rendre  coupablc  vis-d-vis  d'elles  un  peuple 
soumis  luim^me  k  de  cruelles  epreuves.  11  dtait  plus  digno  d'elles,  en  unissant 
leurs  armes,  de  tendre  k  ce  malheurcux  peuple  une  main  amie  et  de  chercher  k 
le  sauver  sans  Thumilier.  Le  Mexique  a  dtd  en  proie  k  de  trop  frdquentes  con- 
vulsions ;  11  est  temps  que  le  ddsordre  et  Tanarchie  fassent  place  k  un  dtat  nor- 
mal fonde  sur  le  respect  de  la  loi  et  des  droits  des  Strangers  comme  de  ceux  des 
citoyens, 

Le  peuple  Mexicain  a  une  existence  qui  lui  est  propre.  H  a  son  bistoire  et  sa 
nationalite.  Les  trois  nations  alliees  ne  pen  vent  done  ^tre  soup9onndes  de  vou- 
loir  porter  atteinte  k  Pinddpendance  du  Mexique.  Le  rang  qu*elles  occupent  en 
Europe,  la  loyaute  dont  elles  ont  toujours  fait  preuve,  doivent  les  mettre  k  Tabri 
d'un  pareil  soupQon.  Ce  qu'elles  voudraient  obtenir  c'est  qu'un  pays  aussi 
richement  doud  par  la  Providence  que  Pa  dtd  le  Mexique  ne  laiss^t  point  Pinsta- 
bilit6  du  pouvoir  andantir  tant  de  dons  prdcieux  et  entrainer  fatalement  la  ruine 
de  la  rdpublique. 

Nous  venous  ici  pour  dtre  les  tdmoins  et  au  besoin  les  protecteurs  de  la  rd- 
gdndration  du  Mexique.    Nous  venous  assister  k  son  organisation  definitive  sans 
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vouloir  intervenir  en  auciine  fa^on  dans  la  forme  de  son  gouvemement  ni  dans 
eon  administration  int(^rieure.  C'est  au  Mexique  Beul  qu'il  appartient  de  juger 
quelles  sont  les  institutions  qui  lui  conviennent,  quelles  sont  celles  qui  s'accordent 
le  mieux  avec  ses  beeoins  et  avcc  la  civilisation  du  dix-neuvieme  eiecle. 

Nous  pouvons  montrer  au  peuple  Mexicain  quelle  est  la  route  qui  le  conduin 
Burement  h  la  prosperite.  Seul  il  doit,  sans  intervention  etrangere,  et  en  obeis- 
sant  k  ses  propres  inspirations,  s'engager  dans  cette  route.  C'est  ainsi  qu'il 
etablira  dans  un  pays  si  souvent  trouble  par  les  revolutions  un  ordre  de  cbosefl 
stable  et  permanent.  .  C*cst  ainsi  qu'il  trouvera  facile  Paccomplissement  des  de- 
voirs intemationaux,  et  qu'il  pourra  faire  regner  a  Tintdrieur  Tordre  et  la  libertd. 
Vera  Cruz,  le  14  Janvier,  1862. 

G.  LENNOX  WYKE. 

HUGH  DUNLOP. 

E.  JURIEN  DE  LA  GRAVlfiRE. 

DUBOIS  DE  SALIGNY. 

LE  CONDE  DE  REUS 


[TranBlation.] 

The  undersigned,  representatives  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain, 
of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of 
Spain,  have  the  honor  to  state  to  your  excellency  that  they  have  received  in- 
structions from  their  respective  governments  to  present  to  you  an  ultimatum  in 
which  their  just  demands  will  be  found  to  be  set  forth. 

Sacred  obligations  already  recognized  by  treaties  have  not  been  discharged ; 
the  personal  safety  of  our  countrymen  nas  been  compromised;  pillage  and 
murder  have  succeeded  a  hateful  system  of  extortion.  Such  a  state  of  alFairs 
compels  the  allied  governments  to  come  to  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  demanding 
not  only  reparation  for  the  past,  but  also  guarantees  for  the  future ;  but  the 
undersigned  representatives,  armed  with  the  confidence  of  their  governments, 
have  not  thought  it  sufficient  only  to  state  their  complaints  and  to  require  theii 
immediate  redress. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  actual  state  of  Mexico,  they  have  thought  that 
their  mission  might  have  a  higher  and  more  generous  object. 

Three  great  nations  have  not  formed  a  powerful  alliance  solely  to  avenge 
outrages  of  which  a  people  themselves  exposed  to  cruel  trials  have  been  guilty 
towards  them.  It  was  more  worthy  of  them,  while  uniting  iheir  arms,  to  offer 
a  friendly  hand  to  this  unhappy  people,  and  to  endeavor  to  save  without  hu- 
miliating them.  Mexico  has  Ibeen  the  prey  to  too  frequent  convulsions  ;  it  ia 
time  that  disorder  and  anarchy  should  give  place  to  a  normal  state  of  things 
founded  on  respect  for  the  laws,  and  for  the  rights  of  foreigners  as  well  as  of 
citizens. 

The  Mexican  people  have  an  existence  of  their  own ;  they  possess  their  own 
history  and  nationality.  The  three  allied  nations  cannot,  therefore,  be  suspected 
of  desiring  to  attack  the  independence  of  Mexico :  the  rank  that  they  occupy 
in  Europe,  the  loyalty  of  which  they  have  always  given  proofs,  should  place 
them  above  such  a  suspicion.  What  they  wish  to  secure  is,  that  a  country  so 
richly  endowed  by  Providence  as  Mexico  should  not  allow  the  instability  of 
power  utterly  to  destroy  so  many  precious  gifts,  and  fatally  entail  the  ruin  of 
the  republic. 

We  are  come  here  to  be  witnesses,  and  if  necessary  protectors,  of  the  re- 
generation of  Mexico ;  we  come  to  aid  in  her  settled  organization,  without 
wishing  to  interfere  in  any  way  in  her  form  of  government,  or  in  her  internal  ad- 
ministration.   It  rests  with  Mexico  alone  to  judge  what  are  the  institutions  that 
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suit  her,  and  what  are  those  which  are  best  adapted  to  her  own  wants  and  to 
the  civilization  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

We  can  point  out  to  the  Mexican  people  the  course  that  will  certainly  lead 
them  to  prosperity.  Only  they  must  enter  upon  this  course  without  foreim 
intervention,  and  in  obedience  to  their  own  inspirations.  Thus  will  they  estab- 
lish a  stable  and  permanent  order  of  things  in  a  country  so  often  harassed 
by  revolution-;  thus  will  they  render  easy  the  fulfilment  of  their  international  du- 
ties,, and  be  enabled  to  cause  order  and  liberty  to  reign  in  the  interior. 
Vera  Cruz,  January  14,  1862. 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 

HUGH  DUNLOR 

E.  JURIEN  DE  DA  GRAVIfiRE. 

DUBOIS  DE  SALIGNY. 

EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 


No.  31. 

Sir  C,  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

Vera  Cruz,  January  25,  1862. 

Mv  Lord  :  At  the  fifth  conference,  which  took  place  this  morning,  the  prin- 
cipal questions  brought  forward  were  those  mentioned  in  my  despatch  of  the 
16th  instant,  as  having  been  adjourned  for  future  consideration,  namely,  the 
collection  of  the  custom-^use  revenues  and  the  appointment  of  civil  authori- 
ties. 

General  Prinfinformed  us  that  it  had  been  found  impossible  to  collect  the 
duties  on  merchandise  now  in  the  custom-house ;  that  the  merchants,  principally 
German,  had  positively  stated  their  inability  to  pay  those  duties  in  ready  money; 
and  that  if  we  refused  to  accept  their  bUls,  tney  would  leave  their  goods  in 
bond,  and  hold  us  responsible  for  all  losses  and  damages  thereby  incurred. 

That  there  was  a  scarcity  of  money  in  Vera  Cruz  at  the  present  moment 
could  not  be  doubted,  though  hardly  to  the  extent  set  forward  by  the  commer- 
cial body ;  yet  it  was  equally  certain  that  their  bills  on  Mexico  would  be  so 
much  waste  paper,  as  our  object  was  to  obtain  at  once  a  suflficient  sum  to  defray 
the  actual  salaries  of  the  custom-house  officers  and  cover  other  local  charges 
and  expenses. 

As  General  Prim  most  truly  remarked,  this  was  a  difficulty  which  had  been 
overlooked  by  our  respective  governments,  who  had  imagined  that,  once  Vera 
Cruz  in  the  possession  of  the  allies,  the  collection  of  the  revenue  would  be  the 
simplest  thing  in  the  world — a  supposition  which,  theoretically,  looked  well 
enough,  but  practically,  and  in  the  actual  state  of  the  country,  could  not  be 
acted  upon. 

It  was  evident,  however,  that  we  should  come  to  a  dead-lock  if  matters  con- 
tinued as  they  were;  and  as  the  merchants  remained  obstinate,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  matter  should  be  referred  to  the  governor  of  the  town  and  his  council, 
mentioned  in  mv  despatch  of  the  17th  instant ;  our  respective  consuls,  as  part 
of  the  council,  being  requested  to  draw  up  some  plan  which,  from  their  long 
residence  here,  was  more  likely  than  any  other  to  oflfer  some  solution  of  this 
mercantile  problem. 

Mr.  Consul  Gifiard  having,  meanwhile,  drawn  up,  at  my  request,  a  separate 
plan  for  the  proper  working  of  the  custom-house,  I  presented  it  to  my  col- 
leagues, who  approved  of  it,  and  begged  it  might  be  transmitted  to  the  council 
above  alluded  to. 

As  yet  nothing  definitive  has  been  settled  upon  these  two  important  points, 
and  I  much  fear  that  if  the  merchants  determine  upon  making  a  stand,  we  shall 
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be  forced,  against  our  will,  to  depart  from  the  line  of  conduct  we  bad  laid  down— 
to  carry  through  all  our  measures  in  a  spirit  of  moderation  and  friendship. 

The  next  question  discussed  was  that  of  the  "a3runtamiento,"  or  munici- 
pality. 

It  appeared  from  General  Prim's  statement  that  this  body,  which  had  been 
formed  by  his  predecessor,  General  Gasset,  wished  to  resign. 

As  such  an  act  at  the  present  moment  would  greatly  increase  our  embarrass- 
ments, it  was  agreed  that  we  (the  commissioners)  should  jointly  request  them 
to  continue  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Like  the  merchants,  however,  they  continue  obstinate,  and  it  remains  to  be 
seen  what  measures  will  have  to  be  taken  either  for  compelling  the  old  munici- 
pality to  act,  or  for  instituting  a  new  one. 

We  then  returned  to  the  subject  of  the  expulsion  of  the  Spaniards,  men- 
tioned in  my  despatch  of  the  17th  instant,  and  it  was  resolved  that  as  soon  aa 
we  received  President  Juarez's  reply  to  our  "note  collective,"  we  should  again 
address  him,  and  stipulate  for  their  immediate  return  to  Tampico  unmolested, 
and  with  full  liberty  to  recommence  their  occupations. 

After  some  ftirther  observations  from  General  Prim,  relative  to  the  exorbitant 
prices  demanded  by  the  managers  of  the  railway  from  Vera  Cruz  to  La  Tejeria 
and  Medellin,  for  the  transport  of  mules,  baggage,  &;c.,  and  to  the  necessity 
that  existed  for  taking  immediate  steps  so  as  to  insure  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments of  the  town  being  properlv  carried  out,  the  conference  terminated ;  and  I 
shall  have  the  honor  of  laying  before  your  lordship  in  a  separate  despatch  a 
r^8um6  of  our  sixth  meeting. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  32. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell 

Vera  Cruz,  January  30,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  During  the  conference  which  took  place  on  the  25th  instant  a 
rumor  was  stated  to  be  prevalent  that  General  Miramon  and  staff  were  shortly 
expected  here,  as  he  had  formed  a  plan  for  penetrating  into  the  interior  of  the 
country,  and  again  raising  the  standai*d  of  revolt,  by  placing  himself  at  the 
head  of  the  reactionary  or  old  church  party. 

On  this  statement  being  made,  Commodore  Dunlop  declared  that  he  would 
arrest  him  for  having  robbed  the  British  legation,  if  he  landed  in  this  town 
whilst  our  flag  was  flying  here. 

This  declaration  gave  rise  to  a  discussion,  the  French  and  Spanish  commis- 
sioners objecting  to  such  a  proceeding,  and  M.  de  Saligny  even  declaring  that, 
if  such  a  thing  was  attempted,  he  should  protest  against  it  in  the  name  of  his 
government. 

General  Prim  was  much  more  mild  in  his  objection  to  the  measure,  he  only 
fearing  that  such  a  step  would  alienate  the  conservative  party,  whose  assistance 
we  might  have  to  rely  on,  in  case  the  liberals  now  in  power  reused  to  treat 
with  us. 

On  this  I  remarked  that  if  we  did  allow  Miramon  to  land  here,  and  thus  in- 
vade the  country  with  an  expedition  of  his  own,  we  should  as  certainly  utterly 
disgust  the  present  government,  to  whom  we  were  now  making  overtures  of 
peace  and  conciliation,  for  they  would  never  believe  we  were  friendly  in  our  in- 
tentions towards  them,  if  we  thus  allowed  a  fresh  element  of  strife  and  discord 
to  be  introduced  into  the  country  when  we  might  so  easily  have  prevented  it 
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This  argument  bad  its  weight  with  General  Prim,  but  was  only  half  admitted 
by  Admiral  de  la  Graviere,  and  still  opposed  by  M.  de  Saligny. 

After  a  long  discussion,  it  was  finally  settled  that  if  Miramon  arrived  in  the 
English  packet,  the  commodore  should  arrest  him  if  he  chose  to  do  so;  and  if 
he  came  in  any  other  vessel,  that  he  was  to  be  ordered  not  to  land,  in  the  name 
of  the  allied  commissioners;  whereupon  General  Prim  immediately  sent  instruc- 
tions to  that  effect  to  the  captain  of  the  port,  who  was  ordered  to  keep  a  look- 
out on  all  vessels  arriving. 

Two  days  afterwards  the  English  mail  steamer  came  in,  having  Miramon  and 
thirty  followers  on  board,  amongst  whom  was  the  notorious  Padre  Miranda  and 
other  members  of  the  ultra  church  party.  None  of  these  people  were  interfered 
with ;  but  the  commodore  had  Miramon  arrested,  and  placed  for  better  security 
on  board  her  Majesty's  ship  Challenger,  there  to  be  kept  imtil  the  packet's 
return  to  the  Havana,  from  whence  he  came. 

It  appears  that  his  partisans  were  waiting  for  him  on  the  coast  with  horses 
and  arms,  and  all  else  necessary  to  enable  him  once  more  to  renew  a  civil  war 
which  has  only  just  died  out  after  a 'three  years*  bloody  struggle. 

The  news  of  his  being  frustrated  in  his  designs  cannot  but  be  productive  of 
the  very  best  results,  as  the  great  majority  of  the  nation  is  liberal,  and  violently 
opposed  to  the  principles  which  he  pretends  to  support,  whilst  in  reality  only 
thinking  of  his  own  personal  ambition. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  33. 

Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

Vera  Cruz,  January  30,  18G2. 

My  Lord  :  The  English,  French,  and  Spanish  officers  who  were  the  bearers 
of  our  joint  note  to  the  president  of  this  republic,  and  who  left  this  on  the  14th 
instant,  returned  here  the  night  before  last  with  his  excellency's  reply,  which  I 
have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  for  your  lordship's  information. 

After  stating  that  Mexico  is  a  great  nation,  and  that  its  government  requires 
no  foreign  assistance  to  maintain  its  authority,  which  is  now  acknowledged 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  republic,  the  note  goes  on  to  say  that, 
taking  into  consideration  the  friendly  intentions  of  the  allied  powers,  as  ex- 
pressed by  their  representatives,  the  Mexican  government  is  willing  to  treat 
with  us  by  commissioners,  and  for  that  purpose  invites  us  to  proceed  to  Orizaba 
with  a  guard  of  honor  composed  of  2,000  men,  but  hopes  that  the  remainder  of 
the  forces  may  be  re-embarked,  so  as  to  free  the  nation  from  the  apprehension  of 
being  dictated  to  by  an  armed  force,  &;c.,  &c. 

I  consider  the  note,  taken  as  a  whole,  to  be  satisfactory ;  for  although  the  pro- 
posal they  make  for  re-embarking  the  troops  is  inadmissible  and  cannot  be  list- 
ened to,  yet  the  very  fact  of  their  allowing  2,000  European  troops  to  penetrate 
past  their  mountain  passes,  and  as  far  as  Orizaba,  proves  that  they  would  rather 
treat  with  than  fight  us. 

By  private  accounts  received  from  Mexico  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  all 
the  high-sounding  phrases  the  note  contains  are  meant  less  for  us  than  as  a 
means  of  preventing  the  opposition  from  accusing  the  present  administration  of 
giving  the  country  up,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  an  armed  intervention. 

I  believe  that  General  Doblado  is  fully  aware  of  the  gravity  of  the  situation, 
and  is  anxious  to  arrange  matters  amicably  with  us  if  he  can  only  succeed  in 
appeasing,  to  a  certain  degree,  the  violent  animosity  that  is  felt  throughout  the 
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country  against  the  Spaniards.  Were  it  not  for  the  personal  character  of  Gen-  tho: 
eral  Prim,  his  reputation  as  a  liberal,  and  the  great  tact  he  has  hitherto  shown,  ti^^ 
this  difficulty  would  be  found  insurmountable,  and  war  to  the  knife  would  tb^ 
already  have  been  declared  against  them.  pr>e 

As  soon  after  the  departure  of  the  packet  as  possible  a  suitable  answer  will  tb^ 
be  returned  to  the  president's  note,  and  we  shall  again  insist  (as  a  sanitary  px-ci 
measure)  on  the  necessity  of  moving  the  whole  force  up  to  the  table-lands  of  tb^ 
Jalapa  and  Orizaba  (about  thirty  leagues  from  here)  before  the  heat  sets  in,  al  irit 
the  latter  end  of  next  month.  coxi 

When  the  troops  march  up  Commodore  Dunlop  will  accompany  them  with 
the  battalion  of  marines,  for  the  reasons  which  I  have  stated  in  my  despatch  of 
the  16th  instant,  and  which  he,  of  course,  will  enter  into  more  fully  in  his  cor- 
respondence with  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WTKE. 


[Enclosure  No.  33.— Translation.] 
General  Doblado  to  the  Allied  Commissioners. 

Mexico,  January  23,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  and  minister  of  state  of  the  Mex- 
ican republic,  has  the  honor,  by  command  of  the  citizen  president  of  the  Bame, 
to  answer  the  note  dated  the  14th  instant,  which  was  addressed  to  him  by  the 
representatives  of  their  Majesties  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  the  Emperor  of 
the  French,  and  the  Queen  of  Spain,  relative  to  the  claims  and  resolutions  of 
those  powers  respecting  Mexico. 

It  is  satisfactory  for  the  government  of  Mexico  to  find  that  the  intentions  of 
the  allies  are  so  favorable  as  appears  from  the  above-mentioned  note,  because  it 
will  thus  be  sufficient  to  call  their  attention  to  the  state  m  which  the  country 
now  is,  in  order  to  make  them  understand  that  the  support  of  an  armed  force  is 
not  now  necessary  either  for  consolidating  the  existing  government  or  for  obtain- 
ing justice  in  the  international  questions  which  are  at  present  pending. 

It  is  a  fact,  by  its  very  notoriety  undeniable,  that  all  the  States  of  the  Mex- 
ican confederation  from  Nuevo  Leon  and  Sonora  to  Yucatan  and  Chiapas  obey 
the  constitutional  government,  and  that  this  obedience  is  not  the  effect  of  force, 
which  belongs  entirely  to  the  States,  but  a  consequence  of  the  general  will 
which  conquered  for  itself  the  reform  by  means  'of  the  revolution.  The  truth 
of  this  fact  is  not  in  any  way  lessened  by  the  existence  of  some  bands  of  rebels 
which  have  not  been  able  to  keep  a  single  village  and  remain  in  the  mountains, 
since  they  themselves  prove,  by  their  impotence,  the  moral  courage  of  the  ad- 
ministration accepted  by  the  generality  of  the  Mexicans. 

Were  the  country  in  the  situation  that  it  traversed  in  August,  1860,  perhaps 
the  armed  assistance  of  the  allies  would  not  be  repugnant ;  but  now,  when  the 
nation  has  recovered  the  regularity  of  its  administrative  march,  this  assistance 
is,  indeed,  inopportune,  and  would,  probably,  give  results  contrary  to  those  that 
are  sought  by  the  allied  nations,  smce  it  would  disturb  the  peace  which  is  now 
being  enjoyed,  and  would  excite  ambitions  which  now  are  smothered  by  the 
irresistible  action  of  public  opinion. 

The  Mexican  government  does  not  believe  that  three  great  powers  have 
united  in  order  to  come  and  render  sterile,  in  one  day,  the  heroic  efforts  that  a 
friendly  people  has  made  during  three  years  to  follow  the  path  of  progress  and 
of  moral  and  material  improvements  in  which  they,  as  masters,  have  served  to 
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1:116111  ias  a  g^uide  and  an  example.  On  the  contrary,  the  government  trusts  that 
■their  representatives,  on  seeing  the  movement  of  regeneration  and  fiill  of  life 
t^hnt  the  government  of  the  reform  has  given  to  this  nation,  formerly  fettered  by 
prejudices,  will  return  to  their  country  and  bear  witness  to  the  consummation  of 
the  great  work  of  the  pacification  of  Mexico  carried  out  under  the  principles, 
properly  understood,  of  liberty  and  progress.  As  regards  the  pending  claims  of 
Xhe  allied  nations,  the  Mexican  government  is  disposed  to  enter  into  agreements 
"with  all  and  with  each  of  them,  as  she  has  the  will  and  the  means  to  satisfy 
completely  their  just  demands.^  The  government  desires  still  more — ^it  desires 
%o  repair  its  credit  injured  by  involuntary  deficiencies,  and  is  resolved  to  make 
«very  sort  of  sacrifice  so  as  to  prove  to  the  friendly  nations  that  the  faithful  ful- 
£lment  of  the  engagements  that  it  contracts  will  for  the  future  be  one  of  the  in- 
variable principles  which  characterize  the  liberal  administration. 

For  this  purpose  the  representatives  of  the  allied  powers  are  invited  to  come 
to  the  city  of  Orizaba,  accompanied  by  a  guard  of  honor  of  2,000  men,  and  on 
their  part  the  Mexican  government  will  send  to  the  same  point  commissioners 
duly  authorized,  so  that  with  calm  and  with  reason  they  may  discuss  and  con- 
clude the  agreements  which  assure  to  the  allied  powers  the  satisfaction  of  their 
claims,  and  leave  the  credit  and  good  name  of  the  high  contracting  parties  in  a 
favorable  position.  With  such  an  object  in  view,  the  government  is  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  proper  for  the  residue  of  the  force  now  at  Vera  Cruz  to  re-em- 
bark, as  this  would,  by  its  being  done  in  the  proper  time,  prevent  the  arrange- 
ments beine  objected  to  by  the  nation  as  null,  and  their  rejecting  them  as  wrung 
from  them  by  means  of  armed  force,  and  as  agreed  to  without  free  will  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexican  government.  As  the  latter  does  not  do  the  allies  the  in- 
justice to  suppose  that  they  have  any  other  view  than  that  which  they  have  set 
forth  in  their  note  of  the  14th  instant,  it  believes  that  they  will  not  feel  any  dif- 
ficulty in  acceding  to  ^this  proposition,  in  which  the  government  of  Mexico  has 
no  other  view  than  that  of  guaranteeing  the  legal  vaSdity  of  the  treaties  which 
may  be  signed  at  Orizaba. 


The  undersigned,  &C. 
Liberty  and  reform ! 


MANUEL  DOBLADO. 


No.  34. 

Sir  a  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell 

Vera  Cruz,  January  31,  1862. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I 
have  this  day  addressed  to  Rear- Admiral  Maitland,  and  the  contents  of  which  I 
have  communicated  to  my  French  and  Spanish  colleagues. 
I  have,  &;c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


[Enclosure  No.  34.] 
Sir  (1  Wyke  to  Rear- Admiral  Sir  T.  Maitland. 

Vera  Cruz,  January  31,  1862. 
Sir:  As  there  is  a  possibility  that  the  negotiations  in  which  the  represent- 
atives of  the  three  powers  are  at  present  engaged  with  the  Mexican  government 
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may  end  in  a  pacific  solution  of  the  differences  now  existing  between  bur  re- 
spective governments  and  that  of  this  republic,  we  are  unwilling  to  take  posses- 
sion of  any  of  the  Pacific  ports  until  such  negotiations  shall  have  terminated. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  have  the  honor  to  request  your  excellency  to 
proceed  off  that  part  of  the  said  coast  from  which  you  can  best  communicate 
with  the  city  of  Mexico,  whence  the  British  consul  will  forward  to  me  any  de- 
spatch, announcing  your  arrival,  that  you  may  send  to  his  care  to  be  transmitted 
to  this  legation. 

Should  our  negotiations  fail  in  obtaining  what  we  require,  I  will  immediately 
inform  you  thereof,  and  will,  at  the  same  time,  point  out  what  steps  it  may  then 
be  necessary  to  take,  with  a  view  of  carrying  out  the  original  intentions  of  her 
Majesty's  goverament  in  reference  to  this  matter. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  35. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell 

Vera  Cruz,  January  31,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  All  accounts  I  receive,  both  from  public  and  private  sources, 
prove  that  General  Doblado,  who,  as  your  lordship  may  remember,  was  invested 
with  the  fullest  powers  by  the  late  congress,  is  using  those  powers  in  a  manner 
calculated  to  centralize  the  forces  of  the  government,  and  to  give  a  death-blow 
to  that  federal  system  which  has  hitherto  been  the  bane  of  the  country,  and 
prevented  the  establishment  of  a  strong  and  respectable  government. 

In  pursuance  of  this  object,  General  Doblado  has  named  General  Mendoza 
dictator  of  the  State  of  Puebla,  General  Ortega  of  the  States  of  San  Luis, 
Aguascalientes,  and  Zacatecas,  and  General  Vidaurri  of  Tamaulipas  and  Nuevo 
Leon.  He  has  also  named  a  new  governor  of  the  federal  district  and  a  new 
municipality  in  the  capital. 

Doubtless  ere  long  he  will  have  filled  other  important  posts  with  persons 
devoted  to  his  policy.  The  intervention  is  thus  indirectly  bearing  its  fruits, 
and  I  trust  that  we  may  soon  have  in  this  country  a  strong  and  intelligent 
government,  willing  to  treat  with  us,  and  able  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  clamon 
of  the  mob. 

I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  36. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond, 

Admiralty,  March  3,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Dunlop,  dated  the  15th  January, 
reporting  his  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz  with  the  squadron  under  his  orders,  and  sub- 
sequent proceedings  in  Mexico. 
I  am,  &c.i 

C.  PAGET. 
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[Enclogure  in  No.  36.— Extract.] 
Commodore  Dunlop  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Challenger,  Vera  Cruz.  January  15,  1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  lords  commis- 
sioners  of  the  admiralty,  that  having  taken  command  of  the  squadron  off  Cape 
St.  Antonio  on  the  30th  ultimo,  as  reported  in  my  letter  of  the  Slst,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  this  port,  where  we  arrived  on  the  6th  instant,  under  sail. 

On  the  9th  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re  and  his  squadron  arrived,  accom- 
panied by  a  Spanish  steamer  bringing  Lieutenant  General  Prim,  the  Spanish 
commander-in-chief  of  the  expedition  to  Mexico. 

On  my  arrival  here  I  found  the  town  completely  occupied  by  the  Spanish 
troops,  about  6,000  in  all.  I,  as  soon  as  possible,  waited  on  the  Spanish  general 
in  temporary  command,  and  requested  he  would  inform  me  what  barracks  or 
buildings  were  intended  for  the  British  force.  The  general  informed  me  that, 
in  contemplation  of  the  arrival  of  the  British  and  French  troops,  he  had 
encamped  3,000  of  his  men  outside  the  town  to  make  room  for  them ;  that  the 
town  was  much  overcrowded,  and  that  he  had  already  400  men  in  hospital ; 
but  that  he  had  ordered  two  barracks  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  British 
and  French,  each  building  proportioned  to  the  return  he  had  received  of  the 
number  of  troops  of  each  nation 

I  found  that  the  church  and  convent  of  Santo  Domingo  was  the  building 
intended  for  our  men,  and,  after  having  inspected  it,  I  ordered  a  working  party 
of  marines  to  be  sent  on  shore  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  it  out. 

After  having  done  the  best  that  could  be  done  to  put  the  place  in  order,  I 
found  it  impossible  to  remove  large  deposits  of  filth  in  a'  semi-liquid  state  that 
had  been  found  in  a  portion  of  the  quadrangle,  without  means  that  we  did  not 
possess,  and  from  which  arose  such  a  stench  that  the  whole  building  was  in- 
fected bv  it.  I  therefore  at  once  decided  not  to  allow  the  marines  to  occupy 
the  building,  and  having  learned  from  General  Prim  that  he  considered  it  abso- 
lutely necessaiT  that  an  encampment  should  be  found  for  the  Spanish  troops  at 
some  distance  from  Vera  Cruz,  as  there  was  not  room  enough  for  them  in  the 
town,  I  determined  to  keep  the  men  on  board  until  such  time  as  I  could  find 
good  quarters  for  them  in  consequence  of  the  departure  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
must  withdraw  the  greater  portion  of  their  men,  as  it  would  not  be  safe  for 
them  to  encamp  only  a  small  force  unsupported. 

I  have  now  got  possession  of  one  of  the  best  buildings  in  the  town,  which 
will  accommodate  the  whole  of  our  men,  and  they  will  land  and  take  up  their 
quarters  to-morrow  if  the  weather  permits. 

In  consequence  of  the  necessity  of  finding  an  encampment  for  a  portion  of 
the  Spanish  and  French  troops,  in  order  to  free  the  town  from  its  overcrowded 
state,  which  was  rapidly  increasing  the  sickness  amongst  the  former,  it  was 
agreed  upon  by  General  Prim,  the  admiral,  and  myself,  that  we  should  make  a 
reconnaissance  in  force  on  the  Orizaba  road,  for  which  purpose  I  landed  one 
company  of  100  men,  and  we  marched  about  3,000  strong,  the  French  having 
two  companies  of  zouaves,  and  one  of  their  brigades  of  marine  infantry,  the  rest 
of  the  force  being  Spanish.  At  Tejiria  we  found  a  Mexican  post  of  100 
cavalry,  who  retreated  as  we  advanced,  the  commanding  officer  of  which  having 
previously  sent  us  a  letter  stating  that  he  was  ordered  to  hold  the  post  by  his 
general,  and  that  he  would  do  so  at  all  hazards,  but  was  willing,  if  given  time, 
to  communicate  with  his  general,  and  to  ask  for  orders.  We  advanced  without 
taking  notice  of  this  letter. 

At  Tejiria  (twenty  miles  from  this  place)  we  found  what  appears  an  excellent 
position  for  an  encampment,  which  being  on  the  railway,  supplies  can  be  sent 
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oat  without  difficulty.  As  the  marines  have  no  tents,  and  are  not  in  any 
way  prepared  for  encampment  or  marching  into  the  interior,  I  was  obh'ged 
to  order  them  to  return  to  Vera  Crae  the  next  day.  The  French  and  Spanish 
troops  have  all  remained  there  under  canvas. 

Two  days  ago  we  made  another  reconnaissance  to  Medellin,  (also  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles  distant,)  eastward  of  this,  our  men  returning  the  next 
day,  and  also  the  French  that  accompanied  us  on  this  occasion.  The  Spaniards 
formed  an  encampment,  and  have  a  line  of  communications  with  the  camp  at 
Tejiria. 

The  reason  I  marched  a  portion  of  the  marines  on  these  occasions  was 
because  both  General  Prim  and  the  French  admiral  were  so  exceedingly 
anxious  that  I  should  do  so,  considering  that  if  no  British  force  took  part  in  the 
movements  the  Mexicans  would  conclude  that  some  disunion  existed  amongst 
us.  Quite  agreeing  with  my  two  colleagues  in  their  reasoning,  and  considering 
that  if  I  am  obliged  to  march  out  the  marines  for  sanitary  or  other  causes,  it 
would  not  be  consistent  with  our  character  to  do  so  after  the  ground  had  been 
cleared  for  us,  I  at  once  consented  to  take  part  in  these  movements,  both  of 
which  were  accompanied  by  the  commanders  of  the  allied  forces. 

On  marching  from  Vera  Cruz  we  sent  a  letter  to  the  general  conunanding 
the  Mexican  force,  (said  to  be  25,000  men,  but  probably  not  abave  15,000  or 
18,000,)  about  fifteen  leagues  from  this,  to  say  that  the  movement  was  one 
undertaken  for  sanitary  reasons,  and  not  with  any  hostile  intention. 

I  am  in  great  hopes  that  our  men,  from  their  more  cleanly  habits  and  the 
greater  care  that  is  taken  of  them,  will  be  healthy  for  some  weeks  at  Vera 
Cruz.  Still,  as  the  Spaniards  have  already  500  men  in  hospital,  I  may  be  dis- 
appointed, in  which  case  I  have  but  two  paths  open  to  me:  one  is  to  re-embark 
the  men  ;  but  if  sickness  has  commenced,  it  is  doubtful  if  this  would  check  it, 
and  at  all  events  it  would  defeat  the  object  which  we  have  in  view.  The  other 
is  to  mai'ch  to  some  healthy  place,  where  the  allied  force  may  be  able  to  hold  a 
position  free  from  the  danger  of  being  decimated  by  pestilence,  leaving  to  the 
united  squadrons  the  duty  of  guarding  Vera  Cruz,  in  which  place  we  have 
already  set  on  foot  the  machinery  of  a  municipal  government,  and  a  small  force 
would  suffice  for  a  garrison  for  the  town  and  castle. 

Under  the  pressure  of  the  peculiar  position  in  which  I  find  myself,  and  with 
the  certainty  that,  at  all  events,  after  the  month  of  March,  even  with  a  most 
favorable  season,  our  men  cannot  remain  here,  I  have  determined  to  extemporize 
the  means  of  moving  them,  and  to  take  upon  myself  the  responsibility  of  pro- 
viding them  with  such  tents  and  other  materials  as  are  indispensable  for  march- 
ing, and  that  cannot  be  obtained  at  short  notice. 

The  step  we  have  taken  with  a  view  to  the  regeneration  of  Mexico  is  one 
from  which  we  cannot  withdraw  until  our  object  is  obtained ;  and  under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances  we  must  look  forward  to  retaining  a  force  in  the 
country  for  some  months  after  the  sickly  season  has  commenced,  and  in  all 
probability  for  a  much  longer  period.  The  Spaniards  and  French  look  towards 
an  encampment  at  Jalapa,  or  some  other  equally  healthy  situation  in  the  upper 
country,  called  the  "  tierra  templada"  by  the  natives ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
they  rely  with  confidence  on  our  acting  with  them. 

I  brought  forward  the  proposition  that  we  should  take  the  weight  of  garrison- 
ing the  seaports  off  their  shoulders ;  but  to  this  they  replied,  that  while  their 
flags  were  flying  at  the  ports  they  must  have  a  force  there  for  its  protection,  as 
well  as  for  a  guard  for  their  depots  of  provisions,  and  that,  therefore,  we  could  not 
entirely  relieve  them  from  keeping  a  force  there. 

Their  lord.<hips  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  act  strictly  according  to  my  or- 
ders as  regards  advancing,  until  such  time  as  I  see  an  imperious  necessity  for 
departing  from  them ;  and  my  object  in  explaining  the  circumstances  in  which  I 
am  placed  at  such  great  length  is,  that  their  lordships  may  be  prepared  for  the 
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great  probability  that  my  position  here  will  be  rendered  untenable  from  sick- 
nessy  at  the  very  first  appearance  of  which  I  shall  move  the  men  to  healthier 
quarters. 

At  the  same  time  I  trust  that  their  lordships  will  be  pleased  to  take  into  con- 
Bideration  whether  it  might  not  be  expedient  to  send  me  discretionary  orders  as 
to  advancing  with  the  French  and  Spaniards,  in  case  circumstances  should  make 
an  advance  necessary.  1  fear  that  all  the  advantage  that  might  otherwise  arise 
from  the  alliance  will  be  lost,  if  unity  of  action  is  not  maintained. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  it  may  soon  become  a  question  for  the  consideration 
of  her  Majesty's  government  whether  a  larger  force  may  not  be  required  in 
Mexico. 

I  have  so  little  time  in  which  to  prepare  this  letter  that  I  must  beg  their 
lordships  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  mail -packet  for  a  full  account  of  the  politi- 
cal steps  that  we  have  taken  since  the  allied  forces  united  there ;  and  to  permit 
me  to  state,  in  as  few  words  as  possible,  what  has  been  done. 

I  found  her  Majesty's  minister,  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  here,  and  also  the  French 
minister ;  and  as  soon  as  General  Prim  and  the  French  admiral  arrived,  we  had 
daily  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  determining  oiur  future  proceedings. 

Our  first  step  was  to  issue  a  proclamation  to  the  Mexican  people,  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose.* 

Our  next  was  to  address  a  letter  to  the  president,  setting  forth,  in  moderate 
aiid  conciliatory  but  firm  language,  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  and  the  desu-e 
of  the  three  nations  to  assist  in  the  regeneration  of  Mexico,  apart  from  all  inter- 
ested motives,  and  the  hope  that  their  influence  might  conduce  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  order  of  things. 

It  was  intended  to  add  to  this  letter  the  demands  the  three  governments  had 
upon  that  of  Mexico  for  wrongs  committed  upon  their  respective  subjects ;  but 
owing  to  the  nature  of  the  claims  brought  forward  by  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny,  the 
French  minister,  in  favor  of  his  countrymen,  he  and  Sir  Charles  Wyke  found  it 
impossible  to  come  to  an  agreement  as  to  the  reclamation  to  be  made,  and  there- 
fore we  considered  it  best  to  send  off  the  letter  to  the  president  without  the 
reclamation,  which  must  be  postponed  until  instructions  arrive  from  her  Majesty's 
government. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  will,  no  doubt,  by  the  packet,  (as  he  has  not  time,  I  be- 
lieve, to  write  officially  by  this  opportunity,)  explain  fiilly  his  reasons  for  ob- 
jecting to  the  French  claims ;  but  I  may  mention  that  I  entirely  agree  with  his 
view  of  the  case,  and  consider  that,  had  we  agreed  to  the  French  claims,  we 
should  have  committed  our  government  to  giving  its  support  to  demands  on 
Mexico  that  I  feel  certain,  when  fairly  laid  before  the  government  of  the  Em- 
peror, will  be  BO  greatly  modified  as  to  assume  an  entirely  different  character 
from  that  in  which  they  would  have  appeared  had  we  permitted  them  to  be  sent 
to  the  president. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  their  lordships  of  the 
cordial  and  friendly  relations  that  exist  between  myself  and  the  commanders  of 
the  French  and  Spanish  forces. 

I  have  only  fmther  to  add  that  General  Prim's  views,  with  reference  to  the 
Mexican  question,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  seem  most  moderate,  and  quite  in  ac- 
cordance with  what  I  know  to  be  the  intentions  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

o  Enclosure  in  No.  26. 
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No.  37. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  March  3,  1862. 
Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the 
30th  January,  from  Commodore  Dunlop,  enclosing  copies  of  two  despatches  ad- 
dressed by  the  commodore  on  the  same  day  to  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Alexander 
Milne  respecting  the  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  allied 
British,  French,  and  Spanish  forces  in  that  country;  also  reporting  that  he  had 
arrested  General  Miramon  on  his  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  intended  to  send  him 
back  to  Havana. 

Instructions  can  be  sent  to  Vera  Cruz  by  the  mail  of  the  15th  instant,  via 
New  York  and  Havana. 

I  am,  &:c., 

C.  PAGET. 


[EDcloeure  1  in  No.  37.] 

Commodort  Dunlop  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Challenger,  Vera  Cruzt  January  30,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  to  be  laid  before  the  lords  com- 
missioners of  the  admiralty,  copies  of  two  letters  I  have  this  day  addressed  to 
Vice- Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  K.  C.  B.,  commander-in-chief,  reporting  pro- 
ceedings at  Vera  Cruz. 

I  am,  &:c., 

HUGH  DUNLOP. 


[EncloBure  2  in  No.  37. —Extract] 
Commodore  Dunlop  to  Vice- Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne. 

Challenger,  Vera  Cruz,  January  30,  1862. 

My  letter  of  the  15th  instant  to  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty,  of  which  a 
copy  was  transmitted  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  16th  instant,  detailing  proceed- 
ings here  to  that  date,  was  written  in  much  haste,  although  at  considerable 
length,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  an  unexpected  opportunity  to  Europe,  via 
Havana  and  Cadiz ;  I  have  now  the  honor  to  continue  the  narrative  of  events  up 
to  the  present  time. 

The  marines  were  landed  in  excellent  order  on  the  16th  instant,  and  took  up 
their  quarters  in  a  building  that  was  used  as  a  hospital  bv  the  Mexicans.  It 
accommodates  the  whole  battalion  most  comfortably,  and,  being  newly  built,  is 
clean,  airy,  and  in  every  way  suitable  for  a  barrack. 

Excepting  that  a  good  many  men  are  suffering  irom  diarrhoea,  the  men  are 
healthy  up  to  the  present  time,  and  they  are  not  more  afflicted  with  that  com- 
plaint (which  hitherto  has  been  of  a  mild  form)  than  the  seamen  and  marines 
afloat.    I  enclose  the  sick  report. 

On  my  first  arrival  here  I  took  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lowder,  commanding  the 
marine  battalion,  with  me,  and  we  minutely  inspected  the  quarters  for  the  men 
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at  San  Juan  de  TJUoa,  and  found  that  the  only  places  in  which  they  could  live 
are  the  casemates,  which  are  so  very  damp  that  sickness  would  be  sure  to  ensue 
very  soon,  and  also  they  are  so  dark  that  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  more 
gloomy,  unwholesome-looking  quarters.        ' 

We  at  once  decided  that,  as  a  permanent  quarter,  the  castle  was  out  of  the 

auestion.  It  has  since  been  agreed  to  by  the  general,  the  admiral,  and  myself, 
lat  the  castle  shall  be  held  alternately  by  the  forces  of  the  three  powers  for 
fifteen  days  each,  and  that  it  shall  be  garrisoned  from  the  squadrons. 

We  find  no  inconvenience  at  present  from  our  men  mixing  with  the  Spaniards 
and  French ;  they  are  on  excellent  terms  with  both. 

The  greater  part  of  the  French  and  Spanish  forces  are  encamped ;  the  former 
at  Tejiria,  and  the  latter  at  Medellin,  as  stated  in  my  letter  above  referred  to, 
only  sufficient  remaining  in  Vera  Cruz  to  do  their  portion  of  the  garrison  duty. 

In  contemplation  of  the  great  probability  that  circumstances  will  oblige  me 
to  advance  further  into  the  interior,  either  to  secure  the  health  of  the  men,  or  the 
object  of  the  expedition  in  a  political  point  of  view,  I  am  employing  the  resources 
of  the  squadron  in  furnishing  a  sufficient  number  of  tents,  K)r  which  we  have 
more  than  ample  quantity  of  duck,  which  makes  the  best  and  cheapest  tents ; 
and  I  am  also  completing  for  field  service  a  four-gun  battery,  composed  of  two 
Armstrong  6-pounaers  and  two  howitzers,  12-pounder8. 

I  hope  to  see  the  battalion  very  soon  in  a  fit  state  to  take  the  field  if  there  is 
a  necessity  for  it. 

In  order  to  place  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lowder  in  a  parallel  position  with  the 
Spanish  and  French  officers,  I  have  considered  it  advisable  to  eive  him  an  order 
to  act  as  colonel  on  the  staff  in  command  of  the  brigade,  and  I  have  formed  the 
marines  into  a  brigade  of  two  battalions,  giving  an  order  for  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Lambrick  to  command  the  first  battalion,  and  for  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Elliott  to  act  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  left  wing.  Hie  second  battalion  will 
be  composed  of  the  marines,  who  will  be  landed  from  die  ships  of  the  squadron 
for  the  purpose  of  garrisoning  Vera  Cruz,  provided  the  force  now  here  move  out. 

I  also  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  appoint  a  staff  officer  to  confer  with 
tlie  French  and  Spanish  staff  on  the  routine  of  duty  to  be  assigned  to  the  force 
of  each  nation,  and  the  many  other  staff  questions  that  daily  arise.  I  therefore 
have  given  Brevet  Major  Digby,  R.  M.  A.,  the  appointment  of  "  field  officer  in 
the  staff,"  and  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Heaslop,  K.  M.  A.,  to  take  charge  of 
the  battery. 

The  squadron  here  consists  of  the  ships  named  in  the  margin.*  The  St. 
George  I  sent  to  Bermuda,  as  reported  in  my  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  and  I 
shall,  in  accordance  with  your  orders,  send  the  Mersey  there  also  as  soon  as  the 
Donegal  joins  me. 


[Encloeure  3  in  No.  87. — Extracts.] 

Commodore  Dunlop  to  Vice- Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne. 

Challbngrr,  at  Vera  Cruz,  January  30,  1862. 
For  the  sake  of  convenience,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  political  events 
that  have  occurred  since  my  letter  of  the  16th  instant  in  a  separate  despatch 
from  that  detailing  the  naval  and  military  proceedings. 

o  Challenger,  Meney,   Phaeton,  Jason,   Ariadne,  Sang  Pareil,  Desperate,   Barracouta, 
Plover. 

H.  Ex.  Doc  64—40 
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I  have  the  honor  to  annex  a  copy  of  the  note  addressed  to  his  excellency  the 
president  of  the  republic  by  the  representatives  of  the  three  powers,  and  a  copy 
of  the  answer  which  was  received  on  the  28th  instant.* 

An  officer  of  superior  rank  from  each  nation  was  selected  to  convey  the  letter 
for  the  president  to  the  capital.  I  sent  Captain  Tatham,  of  her  Majesty's  ship 
Phaeton,  on  this  service,  as  he  is  acquainted  with  the  SJ^aui8h  language. 

General  Uraga,  who  commands  the  Mexican  forces,  sent  an  escort  with  the 
officers  charged  with  the  president's  letter,  and  they  report  that  they  met  with 
the  greatest  civility  and  attention,  both  on  the  journey  to  and  from  Mexico,  as 
well  as  while  in  that  city. 

The  answer  to  the  letter  to  the  president  has  not  yet  been  considered,  but  the 
part  of  it  which  refers  to  the  re-embarkation  of  a  portion  of  the  troops,  and  ad- 
vancing with  only  2,000  men,  will  certainly  not  be  entertained. 

As  nothing  can  be  decided  before  the  sailing  of  the  packet  relative  to  the 
time  for  the  movement  of  the  troops  on  Orizaba  or  Jalapa,  I  can  only  prepare 
you  for  what  appears  to  me  the  most  probable  turn  that  events  will  take. 

Under  any  circumstances,  it  is  quite  decided  on  by  the  French  admiral  and 
Greneral  Prim  that  the  French  and  Spanish  forces  shall  advance  in  search  of  a 
sanitarv  position.  My  own  opinion  is  similar  to  theirs  as  regards  the  utter  im- 
possibility of  the  troops  remaining  in  Vera  Cruz  for  more  than  a  few  weeks 
longer  without  suffering  fearful  ravages  from  sickness,  which  would  leave  the 
force  disorganized  and  unavailable  for  any  service.  Taking  this  fact  into  con- 
sideration, coupled  with  the  political  aspect  of  affairs,  which  renders  it  of  im- 
mense importance  with  a  view  to  the  successful  issue  of  the  object  her  Majesty's 
government  has  in  view,  that  the  British  force  should  be  present,  as  well  as  the 
French  and  Spanish,  at  the  proposed  conferences  at  Orizaba  or  Jalapa,  as  maj 
be  ultimately  decided  on,  I  have,  on  mature  consultation  with  Sir  Charles  Wyke, 
who  is  entirely  of  the  same  opinion  as  myself  as  to  the  necessity  for  the  presence 
of  the  British  force,  determined  to  advance  the  marine  battalion  as  soon  as  it  ii 
decided  that  an  advance  is  expedient. 

I  beli«*ve  my  orders  authorize  me  to  take  this  step  under  the  circumstances  I 
have  defined,  and  even  if  they  did  not,  it  appears  to  me  that,  being  ftilly  alive 
to  the  necessity  for  the  advance,  both  for  political  and  sanitary  reasons,  I  should 
be  unfit  for  the  post  I  have  the  honor  to  hold  if  I  hesitated  to  take  the  respon- 
sibility on  myself,  and  by  such  hesitation  defeated  the  object  1  am  sent  here  to 
assist  in  achieving,  and,  at  the  same  time,  exposed  the  men  under  my  orders  to 
the  certainty  of  great  loss  from  disease.  As  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to 
inform  you,  I  am  striving  by  every  means  to  provide  the  battalion  with  all  that 
is  required  for  marching,  and  I  have  reason  to  hope  that  I  shall  succeed  in  doing 
BO  by  the  time  the  march  is  necessary.     I  do  not  anticipate  much  difficulty  in 

Srocuring  the  means  of  transport  from  the  resources  of  the  country,  thougb, 
oubtless,  the  cost  will  be  considerable. 

When  the  marine  battalion  leaves  Vera  Cruz  it  has  been  arranged  that  a  suffi- 
cient force  is  to  be  landed  to  garrison  the  town  from  the  three  allied  squadroofi. 
We  consider  that  100  men  from  each  squadron  will  be  sufficient,  and  these  men 
can  be  so  frequently  changed  that  we  hope  by  that  means  to  keep  the  garrison 
free  from  disease. 

Having  heard  a  rumor  that  there  was  a  probability  of  General  Miramon,  the 
ex-president  of  Mexico,  taking  advantage  of  the  allies  being  in  possession  of 
Vera  Cruz  to  land  here,  and  watch  his  opportunity  for  stealing  into  the  interior, 
and  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  the  shattered  remains  of  the  reactionary  or 
church  party,  Sir  Charles  Wyke  and  myself  took  into  consideration  what  course 
we  should  pursue  in  the  event  of  this  rumor  having  foundation. 

The  case  presents  itself  in  two  points  of  view : 

^  EQclosure  4  in  No.  SO,  and  eacloaure  in  No.  33. 
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1.  With  reference  to  General  Miraroon's  responsibility  to  Great  Britain  for 
having  forcibly  broken  into  the  British  legation  in  Mexico  and  plundered  it  of  a  ' 
large  sum  of  money,  which  seemed  to  us  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  his  ever 
being  allowed  to  take  sanctuary  under  the  British  flag  in  Mexico,  except,  perhaps, 
as  an  act  of  humanity. 

2.  With  reference  to  British  responsibility,  in  common  with  that  of  France 
and  Spaini  to  the  Mexican  nation,  which  appeared  to  us  to  prevent  the  three 
flags  now  flying  at  Vera  Cruz  from  honorably  protecting  the  author  of  the  atro- 
cious massacres  at  Tacubaya  until  such  time  as  he  could  find  an  opportunity  of 
rejoining  his  associates,  and  once  more  plunging  the  country  into  cdl  the  misery 
of  a  civil  war,  which  has  been  only  just  extinguished  by  the  defeat  and  flight 
of  this  very  man. 

It  seemed  to  us  that  the  proclamation  to  the  Mexican  people  which  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  three  powers  had  just  signed,  as  well  as  their  letter  to  the 
president,  could  only  appear  to  the  Mexicans  a  bitter  and  unworthy  sarcasm,  if 
the  allies  permitted  General  Miramon  and  his  adherents  to  shelter  themselves  in 
Vera  Cruz  until  they  found  a  convenient  moment  for  renewing  the  civil  war. 

Such  being  our  sentiments,  we  determined  to  bring  the  subject  forward  at  the 
next  conference,  which  was  done  accordingly.  After  a  long  discussion,  our 
French  and  Spanish  colleagues,  so  far  from  being  brought  to  take  our  view  of 
the  question,  were  of  opinion  that  Miramon  should  be  allowed  to  land,  and  left 
quite  free  to  take  hia  own  course. 

Both  Sir  Charles  Wyke  and  myself  felt  that  letting  loose  Miramon  on  the 
country  from  Vera  Cruz  would  so  completely  destroy  all  confidence  in  the  good 
intentions  of  the  allies,  as  well  as  entirely  preclude  all  hope  of  their  doing  any- 
thing towards  the  purification  and  welfare  of  Mexico,  that  we  determined  to  do 
our  utmost  to  avert  such  a  calamity.  With  this  view,  and  without  giving  the 
question  a  political  turn,  we  continued  to  press  upon  our  colleagues  that,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  outrage  Miramon  had  committed  on  the  British  flag,  and,  through 
it,  upon  the  flag  of  all  foreign  nations,  he  should  not  be  permitted  to  land.  But 
being  unsuccessful  in  our  endeavors  to  bring  them  to  take  our  view  of  the  question, 
and  upon  the  French  minister  declaring  that  he  would  protest  in  the  name  of 
the  Emperor  against  any  interference  with  General  Miramon,  after  he  had  set 
fcK)t  in  Vera  Cruz,  where  the  French  flag  was  flying,  Sir  Charles  Wyke  and 
myself  announced  our  determination  to  have  him  arrested  if  he  came  here  in  a 
British  packet,  to  which  our  colleagues  had  no  objection  to  ofler ;  and  it  was  ' 
finally  agreed  that,  in  consequence  of  the  insult  offered  by  Miramon  to  the 
British  flag,  and  the  feeling  this  gave  rise  to  in  the  minds  of  the  British  repre- 
sentatives, his  presence  at  Vera  Cruz  would  disturb  the  complete  harmony 
which  had  hitherto  existed  between  them  and  their  colleagues,  and  that,  there- 
fore. General  Prim  should  be  requested  to  write  to  the  captain-general  of  Cuba, 
in  the  name  of  the  commissioners,  to  prevent  Miramon,  who  was  at  Havana 
when  the  last  intelligence  was  received,  from  embarking  for  Vera  Cruz. 

Two  daj^s  after  this  meeting  the  British  packet  arrived  with  General  Miramon 
and  thirty  of  his  associates  on  board ;  in  accordance  with  my  previous  orders 
to  that  effect,  he  was  immediately  arrested  by  a  party  under  Captain  Kennedy, 
of  her  Majesty's  ship  Challenger,  and  taken  on  board  her  Majesty's  ship 
Jason,  where  he  is  now  a  prisoner. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days  he  will  be  sent  to  Havana  in  her  Majesty's  ship 
Mersey,  and  I  will  instruct  the  captain,  upon  landing  him  there,  to  request  the 
captain-general  to  give  ordera  that  General  Prim's  letter,  written  by  desire  of 
the  representatives  of  the  three  allied  powers,  may  be  strictly  acted  upon. 

Whether  Miramon  may  ultimately  make  his  way  back  to  Mexico  or  not,  the 
step  now  taken  for  his  expulsion  cannot  fail  to  have  the  best  effect,. in  giving 
the  great  majority  of  Mexicans  confidence  in  our  good  intentions  towards  the 
republic. 
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Had  Miramon  been  permitted  to  take  elielter  in  Vera  Gnus,  and  afterwards, 
^when  a  conirenient  time  arrived,  to  proceed  to  join  his  partisans,  nothing  would 
have  conyinced  the  people  of  this  country  that  the  allies  were  not  supporting 
the  church  party,  and  the  probable  result  would  have  been  an  intermption  of  all 
negotiations  between  them  and  the  liberal  party,  which  must  have  led  to  hos- 
tilities, and  thus  the  allies  would  have  been  thrown  into  a  kind  of  alliance  with 
the  reactionists.  I  cannot  but  feel  that  the  position  into  which  that  state  of 
thin^  would  have  thrown  Great  Britain,  as  the  ally  and  supporter  of  a  fanatical 
and  bigoted  minority,  would  have  been  the  very  reverse  of  that  which  our  great 
nation  ought  to  occupy. 

We  have  come  here  to  assist  the  Mexicans  to  inaugurate  a  new  era,  as  weD 
as  to  demand  our  just  rights,  and  these  objects  can  only  be  gained  by  keeping 
ourselves  free  from  all  party  feeling,  as  well  as  avoiding,  by  every  means,  giving 
reasonable  grounds  for  suspicion  that  we  wish  to  dictate  to  Mexico  by  whom 
she  is  to  be  governed. 

I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  our  relations  with  our  coUeagaea  are  at  all 
less  cordial  in  consequence  of  what  has  occurred  with  reference  to  Grenend 
Miramon  than  they  were  before,  and  I  am  sure  everything  will  be  done  by  Sir 
Charles  Wyke,  as  well  as  by  myself,  that  is  compatible  with  onr  sense  of  duty, 
in  order  to  preserve  that  cordiality  and  good  feeling  which  is  so  essential  to  the 
success  of  tne  expedition. 

P.  8. — I  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the  secretaiy  of  the  admiralty. 


No.  38. 

[Extract.] 

Earl  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley. 

Foreign  Office,  March  3,  1862. 

In  transmitting  to  your  excellency  Sir  C.  Wyke's  despatch  of  the  19th  of 
January  last  I  request  you  to  call  M.  Thouvenel's  serious  attention  to  its  con- 
tents. 

The  demand  of  812,000,000  (about  c£2,500,000  sterling)  formed,  without  way 
account,  on  a  rough  guess,  and  the  demand  of  the  fnll  and  immediate  execution 
of  a  contract  for  the  payment  of  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $15,000,000  in  retain 
for  $750,000  advanced  to  a  nominal  government  just  in  the  act  of  falling,  appear 
to  her  Majesty's  government  to  be  items  of  the  ultimatum  of  which  the  goveni- 
n^ent  of  the  Emperor  cannot  approve. 

But  her  Majesty's  government  would  be  glad  to  learn  the  views  of  the 
French  government  before  they  reply  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 


No.  39. 

Earl  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley.  • 

Foreign  Office,  March  3,  1862. 
My  Lord  :  With  reference  to  my  previous  despatch  of  this  day's  date,  I 
enclose,  for  your  excellency's  information,  copies  of  further  despatches,  as 
marked  in  the  margin,  (Nos.  25,  26,  27,  28,  29,  31,  32,  33,  34,  and  35,)  ftom 
Sir  C.  Wyke,  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  allied  commissioners  in  Mexico, 
and  various  matters  for  arrangement  with  the  Mexican  government. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 
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No.  40. 
Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wyke, 

FoRBiGN  Officb,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  Tlie  proclamation  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed  in  your  despatch  of  the 
16th  of  January  is  open  to  the  ohjectious  which  I  have  stated  in  my  recent 
despatches. 

Her  Majesty's  government  do  not  wish  to  have  even  the  appearance  of  inter- 
ference in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico.  If  the  Mexicans  can  establish  a  strong 
central  government,  capable  of  maintaining  order  at  home  and  of  protecting 
foreign  merchants,  the  moral  support  of  the  British  government  will  be  willingly 
given  to  Mexico,  whatever  the  particular  form  of  the  Mexican  government 
may  be, 

'    I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


No.  41. 
Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 

Foreign  Office,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir:  Her  Majesty's  government  agree  with  you  in  thinking  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  absurd  proposal  of  the  re-embarkation  of  the  allied  forces,  the 
answer  of  Sefior  Doblado,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed  in  your  despatch  of  the 
30th  of  January,  is  tolerably  satisfactory. 

The  meeting  of  the  commissioners  at  Orizaba,  and  the  assembly  of  the  whole 
force  of  the  allies  at  Jalapa  and  Orizaba,  will,  her  Majesty's  government  hopes, 
afford  means  of  arriving  at  an  amicable  conclusion  of  these  difficult  affairs. 

If  Senor  Doblado  has  the  energv  for  which  credit  is  given  him,  he  will  form 
a  government  whose  strength  wUl  maintain  order  and  punish  adequately  the 
miscreants  who  have  robbed  and  murdered  with  impunity  the  subjects  of  the 
sovereigns  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


No.  42. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affiiirs,  a  copy  of  the  letter  dated  the  27th  of  January,  from  Lieutenant  Slaugh- 
ter, admiralty  agent  on  board  the  contract  steamer  Avon,  to  Captain  Patey, 
with  copies  of  its  enclosares,  relative  to  the  passengers  embarked  in  that  vessel 
at  Havana,  for  conveyance  to  Mexico,  and  the  arrest  of  ex-President  Miramon 
at  Vera  Cruz. 

I  am  lcc.9 

W.  G.  BOMAINE. 
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[Eodomira  1  in  No.  42.] 

JLieutnuuU  Slanghtar  to  Captain  Tatey, 

Royal  Mail  Steam-packbt  Avon, 

Vtra  Cruz,  January  27,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  bare  the  honor  to  acqnaint  you  that  on  the  arrival  of  this  ship  lit 
Vera  Cmz  at  5.30  p.  m.  of  this  daj'g  date,  boats  with  seamen  and  marineer 
armed,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Kennedy,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Chal- 
lenger, boarded  this  ship  and  placed  sentinels  to  prevent  any  person  leaAing  the 
ship  nntil  Greneral  Miramon,  ex-president  of  Mexico,  was  made  prisoner,  which 
was  immediately  done,  and  he  was  removed  to  her  Majesty's  ship  Challenger, 
lying  at  thb  port,  the  sentries  were  withdrawn,  and  the  passengers  allowed  to 
usembark. 

I  called  on  Commodore  Dnnlop,  at  his  quarters  on  shore,  and  gave  him  mj 
letter,  stating  that  General  Miramon  was  a  passenger  on  board,  a  copy  of  which 
letter  I  have  enclosed  to  yon,  and  explained  the  intention  of  the  commander  of 
the  packet  and  myself,  with  reference  to  General  Miramon,  which  was  not  to 
have  allowed  any  communication  with  the  shore  until  I  had  seen  Commodore 
Dnnlop  on  the  subject. 

Commodore  Dnnlop  informed  me  that  he  had  received  information  that  Greneral 
Miramon  would  be  on  board  the  packet;  therefore  made  the  above  arrangement 
I  have,  &c  CHARLES  JNO.  SLAUGHTER, 

hxeutenant  R.  N^  Naval  Agent, 


[EDdoaure  S  in  Ka  42.] 

Lieutenant  Slaugkter  to  Commodore  Dunlop, 

Royal  Mail  Stbam-packbt  Avon, 
Entering  Vera  Cruz  harbor,  January  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  your  information  that  the  ex-president 
of  Mexico,  Miguel  Miramon,  is  now  on  board  this  ship.  He  embarked  at 
Havana,  on  22d  instant,  under  the  name  of  M.  Fernandez,  which  name  is  on 
the  Havana  passport 

Several  of  the  passengers  who  embarked  at  the  same  time  and  place  have 

e>inted  him  out  to  me  to  be  the  ex-president,  Miguel  Miramon ;  and  considering 
ngland's  present  position  with  Mexico,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  place 
you  in  possession  of  the  above  information.  The  enclosed  is  a  list  of  the 
passengers  embarked  at  Havana.  Those  marked  with  an  asterisk  are  natives 
of  Mexico  by  their  passports. 

I  have  also  to  acquaint  you  that  while  at  Havana  I  received  a  written  order 
from  Captain  Egerton,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  St.  George,  to  open  the  mafl- 
bags  addressed  to  the  senior  naval  officer  at  Vera  Cms,  which  bags  were 
opened  by  me,  and  all  letters,  &c,  for  her  Majesty's  ship  St.  Geom  were 
taken  out  The  bag  was  resealed  and  brought  on  for  the  seizor  navid  officer 
at  Vera  Cruz. 

I  have,  &C..  CHARLES  JNO.  SLAUGHTER, 

Lieutenant  R,  N.,  Naval  Agent, 
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[Enclosure  3  in  No.  42.] 

Ltist  of  passengers  embarked  an  board  the  royal  mail  steam-packet  Avon,  at 
Havana,  January  22»  1862. 

MM.  Jousalles,*  H.  R.  P.  Meusos,*  T.  Bueno,*  Ladiens,  M.  Fernandez, 
alia^  Miguel  Miramon,  ex-president  of  Mexico,*  G.  Miramon,  brother  to  the 
above,*  M.  Garcia,*  R.  Miranda,*  T.  Miranda,*  Rereguyman,*  R.  Arago,* 
Querara,*  Caballerp,*  Gual,*  Querara*  and  two  ladies,  Vallerti,*  Borrandiaro 
and  wife,  Choro,*  Kesco,*  Viesco,*  Rodrigues,*  Esq^uino,*  Garcia,*  Comas, 
and  Lolano. 

[Names  with  (*)  against  them  arc  natives  of  Mexico  by  their  passports.] 


No.  43. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell, 


Washington,  February  17,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  Mr.  Seward  told  me,  the  day  before  yesterday,  that  he  had  just 
received  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Gorwin,  the  United  States  minister  in  Mexico, 
who  wrote  that  he  had  been  in  communicatiDn  with  the  representatives  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Spain ;  that  he  felt  sure  the  British  terms  would  be  agreed 
to  by  Mexico;  and  that  he  expected  the  speedy  re-establishment  of  ^endly 
relations  between  that  country  and  all  three  of  the  allied  poWejrs. 

Mr.  Seward  said  that  Mr.  Gorwin  stated  ^rther  that,  if  affairs  should  take 
this  happy  turn,  he  should  not  scruple,  without  waiting  for  further  instructions 
from  his  government,  to  sign  a  treaty,  in  virtue  of  which  the  United  States 
would  assist  Mexico  in  satisfying  the  pecuniary  demands  of  the  allies. 

Mr.  Seward  went  on  to  tell  me  that  he  was  preparing  a  despatch  to  be 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Gorwin  on  the  20th  instant.  He  proposed  to  explain  to  Mr. 
Corwin  how  it  had  happened  that  the  Senate  had  not  yet  come  to  any  decision 
upon  the  draft  of  a  treaty  which  that  minister  had  sent  home  for  approval. 
Any  detailed  instructions  which  could  now  be  sent  to  Mr.  Gorwin  would,  Mr. 
Seward  said,  probably  hardly  arrive  in  time  to  be  acted  upon.  His  proposal 
to  conclude  a  treaty  for  tlie  purpose  which  he  had  indicated  would,  therefore, 
simply  be  approved.  A  hope  would  be  expressed  that  the  most  favorable 
terms  would  be  obtained  for  the  United  States.  Mr.  Gorwin  would  be  enjoined 
to  communicate  unreservedly  with  the  representatives  of  the  three  powers.  He 
would  be  reminded  that  this  government  had  made  known  beforehand  to  those 
powers  its  desire  to  assist  Mexico  in  satisfying  her  foreign  creditors ;  and  that 
the  concurrence  of  those  powers  was  essential  to  the  success  of  the  plan.  Mr. 
8eward  said  that,  when  his  despatch  was  finished  and  had  been  approved  by 
the  President,  he  would  read  it  to  me. 

Mr.  Seward  did  not  tell  me  why  the  Senate  had  not  yet  taken  up  the  draft 
of  a  treaty  sent  by  Mr.  Gorwin.     I  presume,  however,  that  the  sentiments 
which  I  mentioned  to  your  lordship  in  my  despatch  of  the  3d  instant  are  still 
entertained  by  the  principal  senators. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 
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No.  44. 
Earl  Cowley  to  Earl  Riusell. 

Paris,  March  4,  1862. 

My  Lord:  On  the  receipt,  this  morning,  of  your  lordship's  despatches  of 
yesterday's  date,  enclosing  copies  of  the  various  despatches  which  you  hare 
received  lately  from  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  I  called  upon  M.  Thouvenel  with  the 
intention  of  carrying  out  your  lordship's  instructions  by  bringing  to  his  notice 
the  observations  of  her  Majesty's  government  on  the  nature  and  amoont  d 
some  of  the  claims  made  on  the  Mexican  government  by  M.  Dubois  de  Sahgnj. 

M.  Thouvenel  requested  me  to  delay  the  communication  I  had  to  make  to 
him  till  to-morrow.  He  had  onlv  had  time,  he  said,  to  take  a  very  hasty  Iwk 
through  the  voluminous  despatches  which  had  reached  him  from  Mexico.  He 
had  seen  enough,  however,  to  be  convinced  of  the  confusion  which  reigned 
amongst  the  allied  commissioners,  and  of  the  necessity  of  remedying  it,  and  he 
should  be  ready  by  to-morrow  to  enter  more  fully  upon  the  subject. 
I  have,  &c., 

COWLEY. 


No.  45. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  ihk  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

^  Foreign  Office,  March  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Eussell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  4th  instant  and  its  enclosures,  relative  to  the  passengers  embarked 
in  the  Avon,  at  Havana,  for  conveyance   to   Mexico,  and  to   the   arrest  of 
General  Miramon  at  Vera  Cruz. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAM]^IOND. 


No.  46. 

[Extract.] 

Earl  Cowley  to  Lord  J.  Russell 

Paris,  March  6,  186i 
I  called  on  M.  Thouvenel  yesterday  by  appointment,  and  after  giving  his 
excellency  a  general  suminary  of  the  intelligence  which  had  reached  her  Majesty's 
government  from  Mexico,  I  communicated  to  him  the  substance  of  your  lord- 
ship's despatch  of  the  3d  instant,  commenting  on  the  claims  put  forward  by  M. 
DuDois  de  Saligny  on  the  Mexican  government. 

M.  Thouvenel  first  of  all  obsei-ved  that  he  did  not  comprehend  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  convention  of  the  31st  October  in  the  same  fight  as  your  lordship. 
There  were,  he  said,  claims  of  two  kinds  with  which  each  government  had  to 
deal  in  treating  with  the  government  of  Mexico— those  which  had  been  already 
recognized,  and  those  arising  out  of  outrages  which  had  not  been  atoned  for, 
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tlie  amount  of  which  had  yet  to  he  settled.  The  fonner  of  these  he  alone  con- 
sidered as  comprised  within  the  meaning  of  the  convention,  and  as  binding  on 
the  common  snpport  of  the  three  powers  which  signed  it.  With  regard  to  the 
second  category  the  case  was  different.  There  each  government  was  the  sole 
judge  of  its  own  demands.  These  demands  were  not,  in  his  opinion,  susceptible 
of  any  examination  by  that  government's  allies.  If,  indeea,  they  were  such 
as  those  allies  felt  they  could  not  conscientiously  countenance,  no  support  could 
be  expected  from  them,  and  the  government  which  put  them  forwara  must  take 
its  own  means  for  enforcing  them.  Any  division  of  action  would  no  doubt  be 
regrettable,  but  he  saw  no  help  for  it,  and  in  such  case  each  government  must 
be  Icn  to  conclude  its  own  treaty  with  the  Mexican  government,  the  general 
principle  of  obtaining  no  special  advantages  being  adhered  to. 

The  Spanish  government,  M.  Thouvenel  continued,  equally  objected  to  sub- 
mit its  claims  to  the  decision  of  France  and  Great  Britain.  His  excellency 
read  me  a  despatch  from  M.  Barrot,  recounting  a  conversation  which  he  had 
had  with  M.  Calderon  OoUantes,  in  the  course  of  which  that  minister  appears 
to  have  expressed  disapprobation  of  the  proceedings  of  Greneral  Prim  in  refusing 
to  indorse  the  French  ultimatum. 

On  my  observing  to  M.  Thouvenel  that  he  surely  could  not  approve  a  demand 
for  $12,000,000,  formed  without  any  account,  on  a  rough  guess,  and  another 
demand  for  the  payment  of  $15,000,000  in  return  for  an  advance  of  $750,000, 
his  excellency  admitted  that  the  amount  of  the  first  of  these  two  sums  had 
struck  him  as  very  large.  It  was  impossible  for  him,  however,  to  control  it. 
He  had  originally  desired  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  to  fix  a  sum  which,  in  the 
conscientious  opinion  of  that  gentleman,  would  constitute  a  fair  demand.  His 
excellency  proceeded  to  read  me  M.  de  Saligny's  justification  of  it,  which 
simply  amounts  to  this :  that  he  is  convinced  that  the  sum  asked  for  will  not 
cover  the  amount  of  claims  existing  in  the  chanceries  of  the  French  legation  at 
Mexico,  and  of  the  different  'French  consulates  within  the  Mexican  dominions. 
"With  this  assurance  before  him,  his  excellency  could  do  no  more  than  recom- 
mend the  strictest  examination  of  every  claim  brought  forward.  His  excellency 
took  this  occasion  to  say  that  he  could  not  consent  to  the  appointment  of  a 
mixed  commission,  as  had  been  suggested  at  one  of  the  conferences  at  Vera 
Cruz,  to  arbitrate  upon  the  demands  of  the  three  governments ;  but  he  could 
not  be  averse  to  a  proposal,  emanating  from  M.  de  Saligny,  that  a  French  com- 
mission, consisting  of  the  French  secretary  of  legation,  the  French  consul  at 
Vera  Cruz,  and  a  French  merchant,  should  decide  upon  the  merits  of  French 
claimants.  If,  after  inquiry,  it  should  be  found  that  the  aggregate  amount  of 
claims  admitted  by  that  commission  was  less  than  $12,000,000,  of  course  that 
sum  would  be  diminished  in  proportion. 

I  asked  M.  Thouvenel  whether  I  was  to  understand  that  the  imperial  govern- 
ment would  be  satisfied  with  an  acceptance  by  the  Mexican  government  of  the 
award  of  the  commission,  after  the  examination  of  the  several  French  claims, 
without  specifying  any  particular  sum  previously ;  but  even  this  slight  modifi- 
cation was  objected  to  by  his  excellency. 

With  regaid  to  the  Jecker  claim,  M.  Thouvenel  said  that  there  were  a  number 
of  French  subjects  who  had  advanced  money  to  Jecker  on  bonds  issued  by 
him  on  the  strength  of  his  contract  with  the  Mexican  government.  It  was  not, 
therefore,  a  question  of  the  repavment  only  of  the  $750,000  fDr  the  service  of 
the  Mexican  government,  but  of  the  repayment  of  bonds  for  which  value  had 
been  given. 

I  asked  M.  Thouvenel  why  M.  de  Saligny  should  not  pursue  the  course 
adopted  by  Sir  Charles  Wyke  in  his  project  of  ultimatum,  and  be  satisfied  with 
an  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  government  that  all  just  claims  not 
yet  sent  in  should  be  paid.  It  must  be  admitted  that  M.  Thouvenel's  answer 
admits  with  difficulty  of  a  reply.    What  reliance,  he  asked,  could  be  placed  in 
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any  engagements  of  tbe  kind  after  the  experience  which  the  allies  bad  had 
of  Mexican  faith  1  But,  I  observed,  you  must,  in  some  way  or  otber,  trust  a 
Mexican  government,  for  you  do  not  suppose  tbat  the  country  is  ricb  enough 
to  pay  off  at  once  all  tbe  demands  already  made  upon  it,  to  say  nothing  of  those 
which  you  have  in  store.  Do  you  mean  to  remain  there  until  every  farthing 
shall  have  been  paid  ? 

Our  conversation  terminated  by  M.  Thouvenel  observing  that  while  tbe  goT- 
emments  were  discussing  at  home  events  were  marching  in  Mexico,  and  that 
it  was  very  difficult  to  send  instructions  relating  to  matters  which  had  occurred 
two  months  before  the  comments  on  them  could  be  read. 

It  is  M.  Thouvenel's  intention  to  write  to  M.  de  Flahanlt  in  the  senee  in 
which  he  has  spoken  to  me,  and  to  transmit  to  him,  for  communication  to  pur 
lordship,  the  despatches  of  M.  de  Saligny  and  of  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Grariere 


No.  47. 
[Extract.] 

Earl  (Jowleyto  Earl  Russell. 

Paris,  March  6,  1862. 

M.  Thouvenel  read  to  me  yesterday  some  letters  which  had  been  addressed 
by  the  Prussian  minister  in  Mexico  to  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny,  after  the  latter 
had  left  the  capital.  They  represent  the  great  desire  of  the  respectable  inhabit- 
ants of  Mexico  to  see  a  French  force  occupy  the  town,  and  the  necessity  of 
such  a  step  being  taken  if  any  permanent  good  is  to  be  effected  by  the  presence 
of  the  allied  forces  in  the  country. 

M.  de  Wagner  states  further  that  the  idea  of  establishing  a  monarchy  under 
a  foreign  prince  is  rapidly  gaining  ground,  but  he  does  not  seem  to  be  aware  of 
the  scheme  of  offering  the  throne  to  the  Archduke  Maximilian. 


No.  48. 

[Extract.] 

Earl  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley. 

FoBEiGN  Office,  March  S,  1862. 

Your  excellency's  despatch  of  the  5th  instant  gives  rise  to  very  serious  reflec- 
tions. It  is  hardly  possible  that  claims  so  excessive  as  that  of  $12,000,000  in 
the  lump,  without  an  account,  and  that  of  $15,000,000  for  $750,000  actuallj 
received,  can  have  been  put  forward  with  an  expectation  that  they  would  be 
complied  with. 

The  result  in  contemplation  is  one  of  so  grave  a  character  that  her  Majesty's 
government  will  take  some  days  to  deliberate  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued.  I 
shall  therefore  not  touch  upon  the  views  put  forth  by  M.  Thouvenel  in  the 
present  despatch.  I  content  myself  with  saying  that  her  Majesty's  government 
will  examine  cArefully  the  substance  of  the  despatches  Which  M.  de  Flahault  is 
desired  to  communicate  to  me. 
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No.  49. 
Mr,  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Foreign  Office,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  Earl  Russell  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  enclosing 
A  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Commodore  Dunlop  to  Vice- Admiral  Milne,  dated 
the  30th  of  January,  and  reporting  his  proceedings  up  to  that  date. 

The  lords  of  the  admiralty  will  have  seen,  by  the  copies  of  Earl  Russell's 
instructions  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  enclosed  in  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  and 
which  were  written  before  the  arrival  of  the  mail  from  Mexico,  that  Sir  Charles 
Wyke  and  Commodore  Dunlop  were,  on  the  information  of  their  proceedings 
which  had  then  indirectly  reached  her  Majesty's  government,  held  to  have 
greatly  erred  in  assigning  interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico  as  the 
main  object  of  the  tripartite  convention,  rather  than  redress  of  wrongs  done 
by  Mexico,  which  was  the  sole  inducement  of  her  Majesty's  government  to 
enter  into  the  convention. 

Her  Majesty's  government  regret  to  find  in  the  despatches  now  received  from 
Sir  Charles  Wyke  and  Commodore  Dunlop  that  they  are  impressed  with  the 
belief  that  the  "  regeneration  "  of  Mexico  is  the  primanr  object  to  which  the 
efforts  of  the  allied  forces  are  to  be  directed,  a  belief  wholly  unwarranted  by 
the  terms  of  the  tripartite  convention  and  by  the  instructions  given  to  her  Maj- 
esty's servants  for  carrying  them  out. 

Adverting,  however,  more  particularly  to  the  measures  taken  with  respect  to 
General  Miramon,  as  reported  by  Commodore  Dunlop  in  his  despatch  of  the 
30th  of  January,  Lord  Russell  desires  me  to  say  that  her  Majesty's  government 
consider  that,  for  political  reasons,  it  was  quite  necessary  to  prevent  General 
Miramon  from  landing  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  from  making  a  city  then  in  possession 
of  the  allies  a  basis  of  operations  for  the  reactionary  party. 

Commodore  Dunlop  does  not,  however,  sufficiently  explain  why  the  restric- 
tion was  applied  to  General  Miramon  alone  and  not  also  to  his  numerous  fol- 
lowers, whose  presence  in  Mexico,  though  deprived  of  their  chief,  could  scarcely 
fail  to  be  injurious  to  the  cause  of  order. 

Neither  is  it  explained  why,  as  it  was  intended  to  send  General  Miramon 
back  to  Havana  in  a  ship-of-war,  a  delay  was  suffered  to  take  place  before  his 
departure,  duiing  which  he  was  detained  as  a  prisoner  on  board  another  of  her 
Majestv's  ships  at  Vera  Cruz. 

Lord  Russell  desires  me  to  say,  and  to  suggest  that  it  should  be  pointed  out 
to  Commodore  Dunlop,  that  it  is  far  from  the  wish  of  her  Majesty's  government 
to  kindle  a  civil  war  in  Mexico,  and  consequently  the  protection  of  the  British 
flag,  and  the  permission  to  land  from  under  it,  were  very  properly  withheld 
from  General  Miramon,  whose  arrival  in  Mexico  would  in  all  probability  have 
given  rise  to  it. 

But  Commodore  Dunlop  must  not  suppose  that  her  Majesty's  government 
have  undertaken  to  inaugurate  a  new  era  or  to  attempt  the  regeneration  of 
Mexico.     The  object  of  her  Majesty's  government  is  definite,  and  is  limited  to 
the  protection  of  British  persons  and  British  property. 
I  am,  &;c., 

E.  HAMMOND. 
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No.  50. 

[Extract.] 

Earl  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley. 

Foreign  Office,  March  II,  1862. 

I  had  a  long  conyersation  with  Count  Flahault  yesterday,  turning  chiefly  on 
the  affairs  of  Mexico. 

His  excellency  brought  me  several  despatches  from  M.  Thouvenel,  M.  Dubois 
de  Saligny,  and  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re,  relative  to  the  dissensions  be- 
tween the  commissioners  of  the  allies. 

M.  Thouvenel  lays  it  down  as  a  rule  that  the  allies  could  not  be  the  judges 
of  each  other's  claims ;  that  from  the  moment  a  commissioner  gave  in  his  de- 
mand on  the  Mexican  government  the  other  commissioners  were  bound  by  the 
convention  to  support  that  demand,  whatever  it  might  be. 

I  said  I  could  not  go  that  extreme  length ;  I  was  ready  to  concur  bo  far  that  the 
allies  could  not  examine  each  other's  claims  without  great  loss  of  time,  and, 
after  all,  they  would  not  be  able  to  judge  of  the  validity  of  each  particular  de- 
mand ;  but  that  where  a  claim  was  excessive  and  exorbitant  on  tne  face  of  it, 
it  was  the  duty  of  her  Majesty's  commissioner  to  give  no  support  to  such  a 
demand.  I  proceeded  to  say  that  the  demand  of  $12,000,000  in  the  lump, 
without  any  account,  and  the  demand  of  $15,000,000  of  bonds  in  return  for  a 
fraudulent  loan  of  $750,000  to  a  falling  and  bankrupt  government,  were  of  this 
nature. 

Count  Flahault  admitted  that  he  thought  M.  Dubois  de  Baligny  might  have 
himself  examined  the  French  claims,  and  arrived  at  a  total  deuced  from  the 
addition  of  the  separate  accounts  and  not  from  his  own  rough  conjecture.  He 
said,  however,  that  M.  Thouvenel  now  proposed  to  have  such  an  examinadon 
by  means  of  a  commission.  He  read  to  me  part  of  a  despatch  from  M.  Duboia 
de  Saligny,  in  which  that  gentleman  states  that  he  offered  to  give  up  the  Jecker 
claim  of  $15,000,000  of  bonds  if  Sir  Charles  Wyke  would  consent  to  support 
the  general  claim  of  $12,000,000. 

I  said  that  I  thought  if  a  commission  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  French 
claims  were  appointed,  composed,  as  I  understood  M.  Thouvenel  wished,  en- 
tirely of  French  officers  and  merchants,  and  the  French  commissioners  were  to 
adopt  the  report  of  that  commission,  and  if  the  Jecker  claim  were  entirely 
abandoned,  her  Majes^'s  government  could  support  in  such  case  the  French 
claims ;  but  I  had  understood  from  your  lordship's  despatch  (No.  46)  ahd  also 
from  M.  Thouvenel's  despatch,  which  I  had  just  read,  that  M.  Thotivenel  would 
be  content  if  each  power  were  to  support  its  own  claims,  provided  all  adhered  to 
the  article  of  the  convention  abjuring  the  pursuit  of  any  conquest  of  territory 
or  any  special  advantage. 

M.  de  Flahault  assured  me  this  was  not  the  meaning  of  M.  Thouvenel.  He 
deprecated  such  a  result,  and  only  mentioned  it  as  the  last  resource  left  if  the 
governments  could  not  agree  to  employ  common  means  for  a  common  object 

I  desired  M.  de  Flahault  to  ask  M.  Thouvenel  what  instructions  had  been 
given  to  the  French  admiral  in  the  Pacific, 

These  explanations  and  remarks  having  been  interchanged  between  us,  I 
stated  to  M.  de  Flahault  that  her  Majesty's  government  would  state  to  Sir 
Charles  Wyke  that,  provided  a  French  commission  were  appointed  to  examine 
French  claims,  her  Majesty's  government  would  instruct  him  to  support  the 
conclusions  of  that  commission ;  that  it  was  likewise  to  be  understood  that  the 
Jecker  claim  was  abandoned ;  that  what  we  could  not  agree  to,  and  must  keep 
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clear  of,  was  the  putting  forward  of  claims  merely  for  the  sake  of  making  a 
quarrel.  That  was  a  course  we  could  not  adopt  ourselves  nor  defend  in  others. 
I  informed  the  Count  de  Flahault  also  of  the  orders  we  had  given,  and  were 
about  to  give,  to  embark  the  marines  on  the  approach  of  the  sickly  season  on 
the  first  convenient  opportunity.  I  showed  him,  from  the  papers  printed  for 
Parliament,  that  these  instructions  were  not  few,  but  were  a  continuance  of  our 
previous  determinations.  Your  excellency  shall  be  furnished  shortly  with  the 
instructions  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke. 


No.  51. 
Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 

Foreign  Office,  March  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  Rear- Admiral  Dacres  will  receive  instruc- 
tions from  the  admiraltv  by  this  mail  to  proceed  to  Vera  Cruz  and  relieve  Com- 
modore Dunlop  in  his  duties  in  that  quarter,  including  those  of  her  Majesty's 
commissioner,  in  which  the  latter  officer  has  been  associated  with  you. 
I  am,  &c., 

aUSSELL. 


No.  52. 
Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 

Foreign  Office,  March  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed 
for  your  information:  and  guidance,  (No.  49,)  will  fully  explain  to  you  the  views 
of  her  Majesty's  government  in  regard  to  the  refusal  to  allow  Greneral  Miramoh 
to  land,  and  to  the  erroneous  opinion,  expressed  by  Commodore  Dunlop  in  his 
despatches,  that  it  was  the  main  object  of  his  employment  to  promote  the  re- 
generation of  Mexico. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 

■     t  

No.  53. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  March  12,  1862. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  stating  the  views  taken 
by  her  Majesty's  government  of  the  proceedings  of  Sir  Charles  Wyke  and 
Commodore  Dunlop  with  regard  to  Mexico,  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  com- 
missioners of  the  admiralty  to  send  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl 
Bussell,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  addressed  to  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milncy 
directmg  him  either  himself  to  proceed  to  Vera  Cruz  or  to  send  Rear- Admiral 
Dacres  thither,  to  carry  out  the  instructions  issued  for  the  guidance  of  the 
senior  officer  of  her  Majesty's  ships  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  directing  the 
Vice-Admiral  to  keep  a  naval  force  there  for  the  protection  of  British  persons 
and  property,  and  to  send  the  royal  marines  to  Bermuda. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  ROMAINE. 
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lEncUsurc  in  No.  53] 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Rear- Admiral  Sir  A.  Mine. 

Admiralty,  March  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  Commodore  Dunlop  having  forwarded  to  my  lords  commigsioners  of 
the  admiralty  copies  of  the  two  despatches  he  addressed  to  you  on  the  SOtli 
January  last  respecting  the  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico,  and  the  proceedings  of 
the  allied  British,  French,  and  Spanish  forces  in  that  country ;  also  reporting 
that  he  had  caused  General  Miramon  to  be  arrested  ou  his  arrival  at  Vera  Crui, 
and  inteudcd  to  sent  him  back  to  Havana ;  I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  yoa 
that  the  contents  of  the  two  said  despatches  have  been  communicated  to  her 
Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs. 

I  now  enclose,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
foreign  office,  dated  the  10th  instant,  (No.  49,)  in  which  Earl  Russell  suggests  thai 
it  should  be  pointed  out  to  Commodore  Dunlop  that  it  is  far  from  the  wish  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  kindle  a  civil  war  in  Mexico,  and,  consequently,  the 
protection  of  the  British  flag,  and  the  permission  to  land  from  under  it,  were 
very  properly  withheld  from  General  Miramon,  whose  arrival  in  Mexico  would, 
in  all  probability,  have  given  rise  to  such  civil  war ;  but  that  the  commodore 
must  not  suppose  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  undertaken  to  inaugu- 
rate a  new  era,  or  to  attempt  the  regeneration  of  Mexico,  the  object  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  being  definite  and  limited  to  the  protection  of  British  per- 
sons and  property. 

I  am  to  refer  you  to  the  admiralty  letters  convejnng  instructions  for  the  re- 
embarkation  of  the  royal  marines  landed  in  M^exico  at  the  first  convenient  op- 
portunity ;  and  my  lords  desire  that  you  will  either  yourself  proceed  to  Vera 
Cruz  or  send  Rear-Admind  Dacres  thither,  to  carry  out  these  instructions  and 
all  others  which  have  been  issued  for  the  guidance  of  the  officer  commanding 
the  Mexican  expedition,  observing  that  a  naval  force  is  to  be  kept  up  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  for  the  protection  of  British  persons  and  property,  and  that  the 
royal  marines  are  to  be  brought  to  Bermuda  and  there  to  await  further  orders. 

I  also  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  printed  correspondence  re- 
specting affairs  in  Mexico  which  has  been  presented  to  Parliment. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  ROMAINE. 


No.  54. 

[Extract.] 

Earl  Coiclcy  to  Earl  Russdl. 

Paris,  March  14,  1862. 

While  with  M.  ITiouvenel  yesterday  I  mentioned  to  his  excellency  that  I 
was  glad  to  find,  by  a  despatch  which  I  had  received  from  your  lordship,  that 
her  Majesty's  government,  in  consequence  of  the  abandonment  by  the  imperial 
government  of  the  Jecker  claim  on  Mexico,  and  of  the  institution  of  a  commii)- 
sion  to  examine  into  the  amoimt  of  the  other  French  claims  still  undecided,  had 
been  enabled  to  instruct  Sir  Charles  Wyke  to  support  the  result  of  that  exami- 
nation. 
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M.  Thouvenel  said  that  neither  in  his  conversations  with  me  nor  in  bis  instruc- 
tious  to  M.  de  Flahault  had  he  ever  consented  to  abandon  the  Jecker  claim;  nor 
did  it  appear  from  the  despatches  which  he  had  received  from  that  ambassador 
that  he  understood  the  claim  to  be  abandoned.  His  excellency  went  on  to  say 
that  he  could  not  take  upon  himself  to  make  any  such  declaration ;  that  he  was 
not  sufficiently  cognizant  of  the  terms  of  the  Jecker  contract,  which  he  had 
never  seen,  to  form  any  opinion  about  it ;  that  he  did  not  know  how  far  French 
interests  were  engaged  in  it;  and  therefore  he  must  leave  the  whole  matter  to 
the  appreciation  of  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny,  in  whose  probity  he  had  entire  con- 
fidence. All  he  could  say  was,  as  he  had  already  written  to  M.  de  Saligny  that 
he  had  no  intention  of  pressing  unjust  claims,  and  that,  if  M.  Jecker  had  made 
an  imprudent  contract,  ne  must  not  look  to  France  to  support  it. 

I  said  that  wherever  the  misunderstanding  might  be  it  was  quite  clear  to  me 
that  Sir  Charles  Wyke's  support  of  the  undecided  French  claims  would  depend 
upon  the  institution  of  a  commission  to  examine  into  those  claims,  and  upon  the 
abandonment  of  the  Jecker  claim. 

M.  Thouvenel  replied  that  he  was  quite  ready  to  consent  to  the  establishment 
of  a  commission ;  and  that,  as  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  had  already,  at  one  of  the 
first  conferences,  offered  to  reserve  the  Jecker  claim  if  the  other  claims  were 
supported  by  his  colleagues,  he  would  probably  be  still  ready  to  do  so,  that  he 
(M.  Thouvenel)  could  give  him  no  orders  upon  the  subject, 

I  then  asked  whether  his  excellency  would  not  write  to  M.  Saligny  to  the 
following  effect :  That  her  Majesty^s  government  had  consented  to  support  the 
result  of  the  examination  of  the  French  imdecided  claims  by  a  commission,  to 
he  nominated  as  had  been  suggested  by  that  minister,  provided  the  Jecker  claim 
was  abandoned ;  and  that  as  M.  de  Saligny  had  already  offered  to  exclude  that 
claim  from  his  ultimatum,  provided  the  other  claims  were  admitted  into  it,  he 
would  probably  be  ready  to  follow  a  similar  course  now. 

His  excellency  promised  to  send  these  instructions. 


No.  55. 
[Extract.] 
Earl  Cowley  to  Earl  Russell. 


Paris,  March  14,  1862. 

M.  Thouvenel  manifested  great  sorrow  to  me  yesterday  on  learning  from  M. 
de  Flahault  that  orders  had  been  sent  to  Vera  Cruz  to  re-embark  all  the  marines 
before  the  sickly  season  should  set  in.  His  excellency  expressed  great  hope, 
if  her  Majesty's  marine  force  should  have  advanced  as  far  as  Jalapa,  where 
the  country  is  healthy,  they  might  be  allowed  to  remain. 

I  said  that  his  excellency  would  recollect  that,  from  the  very  first  moment  of 
planning  the  expedition,  her  Majesty's  government  had  declared  that  they  could 
not  furnish  a  land  force,  and  that  the  marines  on  board  the  squadron  could 
not  remain  on  shore  during  the  unhealthy  months.  M.  Thouvenel  admitted 
this,  but  still  expressed  the  hope  that,  if  they  had  advanced  into  the  country, 
they  might  not  be  recalled. 
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No.  56. 

[Extract] 

Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 

Foreign  Office,  March  15,  1862. 

I  lost  no  time,  on  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  19th  of  Januaiy,  in 
communicating  with  the  government  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  on  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  pecuniary  claims  on  Mexico,  which  it  appeared  that  M. 
Dubois  de  Salignj  had  propos^  to  make ;  and  the  corresponaence  with  her 
Majesty's  ambassador  at  Paris,  of  which  I  enclose  copies,  (Nos.  38,  46,  48,  and 
50,)  will  show  yon  what  has  passed  in  this  matter  between  his  excellency  and 
the  French  minister  for  foreign  affiiirs  on  the  one  hand,  and  between  the  French 
ambassador  at  this  court  and  myself  on  the  other. 

Her  Majesty's  government  very  much  regrets  that  a  difference  of  opinion  on 
this  material  question  should  have  occurred  to  interrupt  uniformity  of  action  on 
the  part  of  the  representatives  of  the  three  powers ;  but  it  is  due  to  M.  Dubois 
de  Saligny  to  say  that  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  in  the  cx>ar8e  which 
he  pursued  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt  that  he  was  acting  in  strict  confbrmitj 
witn  the  wishes  and  intentions  of  the  French  government. 

Her  Majesty's  government  would,  indeed,  very  much  regret  any  personal 
feelings  on  either  side  being  allowed  to  interrupt  the  harmony  which  should  pr^ 
vail  between  you.  ^ 

In  regard  to  the  main  point  referred  to  in  your  despatch  of  the  19  th  Januarj, 
namely,  the  extent  and  character  of  the  French  claims,  you  will  see  that  the 
French  government  are  prepared  to  enter  into  an  examination,  bj  means  of 
French  agents,  of  the  purely  French  claims. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  of  opinion  that  this  proposal  may  be  accepted. 
It  was  never  contemplated  by  them  tnat  the  commissioners  of  the  allies  should 
constitute  themselves  into  a  mixed  commission  for  determining  on  the  merits  of 
their  respective  claims  before  they  were  pressed  on  the  Mexican  government; 
such  a  process  would  have  led  to  interminable  delay,  and  would  probably  hare 
resulted  in  serious  disagreement  between  the  commissioners. 

But  it  is  certainly  desirable  that  there  should  be  no  rivalry  or  contest  as  be- 
tween the  commissioners,  or  one  or  more  of  them,  and  the  Mexican  government 
in  regard  to  the  intrinsic  validity  of  the  respective  claims ;  and  that,  on  the 
contrary,  the  several  commissioners  should  generally  support  the  demands  of 
each  other  when  those  demands  appear  fair  and  reasonable. 

You  were  right,  under  the  circumstances,  in  declining  to  advocate  the  demands 
of  your  French  colleague  as  first  enunciated,  for  those  demands  were  confessedly 
made  at  random,  and  on  very  insufficient  data.  This  defect  will,  however,  be 
now  remedied  by  the  preliminary  inquiry  which  is  to  be  made  into  the  French 
claims,  and  which  her  Majesty's  government  will  not  doubt  will  be  fairly  con- 
ducted ;  and  therefore  her  Majesty's  government  do  not  hesitate  to  instruct  yon 
to  support  the  amended  French  demands,  subject,  of  course,  to  reciprocity  on 
the  part  of  your  French  colleague  in  regard  to  the  English  demands. 

1  have  further  to  instruct  you,  if  the  Jecker  claiiA  is  put  forward  by  M. 
Dubois  de  Saligny,  not  to  give  it  any  support. 

I  was  in  hopes  that  the  French  government  had  definitely  abandoned  it,  but 
I  find,  from  the  despatch  from  Lord  Cowley,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  (No. 
54,)  that  such  is  not  the  case. 
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No.  67. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

Washington,  February  28,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  Mr.  Seward  told  me  yesterday  that  the  Senate  had  in  effect  de- 
lined  to  agree  to  the  plan  of  the  cabinet  for  aiding  Mexico  to  eatisfy  the 
ecnniary  claims  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain.  They  had,  he  eaid,  in 
nswer  to  the  President's  request  for  their  advice,  declared  that  they  could  not 
dyise  the  conclusion  of  any  treaty  which  would  impose  on  the  United  States 
be  obligation  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt  of  Mexico,  or  which  would  require 
be  concurrence  of  any  foreign  powers.  This  resolution  amounted,  Mr.  Seward 
bserred,  to  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  concur  either  in  the  draft  of 

treaty  which  Mr.  Corwin  had  sent  home,  or  in  the  instructions  which  had 
een  sent  to  him  from  the  State  Department 

Mr.  Seward  went  on  to  say  that  he  should  at  once  communicate  the  resolution 
f  the  Senate  to  Mr.  Corwin  for  his  guidance.  He  did  not,  however,  consider 
i  absolutely  certain  that,  if  Mr.  Corwin  should  have  concluded  a  treaty  before 
le  received  notice  of  the  resdution,  the  Senate  would  refuse  to  ratify  it. 

Mr.  Seward  proceeded  to  tell  me  that  the  President  had  desired  to  send 
reneral  Scott  on  a  special  mission  to  Mexico,  and  had  submitted  his  name  to 
he  Senate  for  confirmation.  The  general  bad,  however,  declined  the  appoint- 
sent,  on  the  plea  that  his  health  did  not  admit  of  his  travelling  except  oy  sea 
r  by  railroad,  and  the  President  had  withdrawn  the  nomination. 

I  asked  Mr.  Seward  whether  I  might  communicate  the  information  he  had 
:iven  me  to  Mexico.  He  said  he  should  be  much  obliged  to  me  if  I  would  do 
o.  He  desired-  to  be  perfectly  frank  and  open  with  the  three  allied  powers  on 
f  exican  affairs.  He  hoped  they  were  equally  so  with  him.  He  saw  in  the 
ewspapers  rumors  of  an  intention  to  establish  a  monarchy  in  Mexico,  to  place 
be  Archduke  Maximilian  on  the  throne,  and  to  interfere  in  various  ways  in  the 
omestic  affairs  of  the  country,  but  he  did  not  receive  any  information  on  the 
nbject  from  the  United  States  ministers  in  London,  Paris,  and  Madrid. 

I  assured  Mr.  Seward  that  her  Majesty's  government  were  entirely  averse  to 
ny  interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico,  and  that  nothing  could  be 
irther  from  their  wishes  than  to  impose  upon  the  Mexican  nation  any  govem- 
lent  not  of  its  own  choice. 


'I  have,  &c., 


LYONS. 


No.  68. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  March  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
ou  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
flBeiirs,  an  extract  from  a  letter,  dated  the  22d  of  February,  frt>m  Bear  Admiral 
)ir  Thomas  Maitland,  with  copy  of  one  addressed  bv  him  on  the  same  day  to 
Hr  Charles  Wyke,  pointing  out  that  the  rear  admiral  had  then  been  waiting  at 
^anama  since  the  30th  of  January  for  a  communication  from  Sir  Charles  Wyke 
8  to  the  operations  to  be  undertaken  on  the  west  coast  of  Mexico,  and  that  the 
lovementB  of  the  British  and  French  squadrons  in  the  Pacific  depend  upon 
ach  communication. 

I  have,  &c> 

W.  G-  ROMAINE. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  64 41 
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[Encloeure  I  in  No.  58.— Extract.] 

Rear  Admiral  Sir  T.  MaitJand  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Bacchante,  at  Taboga, 

February  22,  1862. 
I  request  that  you  will  acquaint  their  lordships  that  I  have  as  yet  received 
no  communication  whatever  from  Sir  0.  Wyke  or  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  at 
which  1  am  much  surprised,  as  this  port  can  he  communicated  with  from  Vera 
Cruz  hy  steamer  in  ahout  seven  days.  The  account  of  the  allied  forces  having 
landed  at  Vera  Cruz  reached  this  on  the  10th  instant.  I  forwarded  copies  of 
my  letters  to  Sir  C.  Wyke,  and,  in  compliance  with  their  lordships'  instructions, 
will  remain  here  until  I  hear  from  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  as  I  do  not  deem  it  ad- 
visable to  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Mexico  without  some  specific  object  in  view, 
there  being  great  difficulty  on  that  coast  in  keeping  ships-of-war  supplied  with 
provisions  and  coals,  which  might  be  nearly  expendea  before  I  knew  what 
operations  were  to  be  undertaken. 

2.  The  Termagant  arrived  here  on  the  9th  instant  from  Mazatlan,  and  the 
United  States  steamship  Saranac  on  the  same  day  from  Acapulco,  leaving  the 
Lancaster  at  the  latter  port. 

3.  The  Tartar  left  this  for  Acapulco  on  11th  instant,  to  replace  the  Terma- 
gant, for  the  protection  of  British  subjects  and  those  of  our  allies.  The  French 
admiral  hto  despatched  the  Bayonnaise  to  replace  the  Galath^e  at  Acapulco, 
under  similar  orders. 

4.  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  arrival  of  the  Gameleon  on  the  coast  of 
Mexico,  which  vessel,  with  the  Mutine,  will  remain  under  the  orders  of  Captain 
Hayes,  of  the  Tartar. 


[Encloeure  2  in  No.  58.— Extract.] 

Rear  Admiral  Sir  T.  Maiiland  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 

Bacchante,  at  Taboga  Island, 

Panama,  February  22,  1862. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint 
you  that  I  arrived  here  on  the  30th  January,  and  have  now  waited  nearly  a 
month,  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving  a  commimication  from  you  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  operations  to  be  undertaken  on  the  west  coast  of  Mexico,  but  none 
has  yet  arrived,  although  this  port  can  be  communicated  with  from  Vera  Cruz 
in  seven  days,  and  I  understand  that  Sir  A.  Milne  had  been  directed  to  make 
arrangements  for  my  receiving  your  despatches. 

Accounts,  via  New  York,  were  received  here  on  10th  instant  that  the  allied 
forces  were  landed  at  Vera  Cruz  about  7th  January. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  I  should  receive  an  early  commnnication 
from  you,  as  the  movements  of  the  whole  of  the  ships  under  my  command,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  French  squadron,  depend  upon  such  a  communication, 
(Admiral  Larrien  being  directed  to  act  in  concert.)  At  present  the  French 
admiral  and  myself  are  quite  at  a  loss  what  orders  to  give  or  what  measures  to 
take  relative  to  operations  on  this  side  of  Mexico,  and,  consequently,  the  action 
of  the  whole  of  tne  allied  force  is  in  a  measure  suspended,  all  the  ships,  as  far 
as  possible,  having  been  withdrawn  frt>m  other  parts  of  the  station  for  this 
service. 

At  present  there  are  three  British  ships-of-war  and  one  French  on  the  west 
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coast  of  Mexico,  but  they  have  orders  not  to  act  hostilely,  except  in  self-defence, 
and  to  protect  the  lives  and  property  of  the  allied  powers.  Two  of  the  ships 
have  been  directed  to  remain  at  Acapolco,  if  the  guns  have  been  withdrawn 
from  the  fort,  and  the  Mexicans  do  not  attempt  to  molest  them. 

Before  I  leave  this  for  the  coast  of  Mexico,  it  is  necessary  to  arrange  for  the 
conveyance  of  provisions  and  coals  for  the  ships  on  that  coast;  and,  as  this  will 
entail  a  very  heavy  expense  on  the  British  government,  I  am  anxious  to  have 
some  idea  of  what  operations  are  intended,  to  enable  me  to  make  the  required 
arrangements,  which  take  some  time  to  carry  out. 

I  think  it  right  to  tell  you  that  the  season  for  operations  on  the  west  coast  of 
Mexico  is  fast  advancing.  It  will  be  nearly  a  month  before  we  can  reach  that 
coast  from  this  anchorage,  and  after  the  end  of  May  the  wet  and  unhealthy 
season  commences,  and  except  Acapulco  (which  is  very  unhealthy  in  the  wet 
season)  there  is  no  secure  port  for  large  ships. 

The  ports  on  this  side  of  Mexico  may  be  taken  possession  of  by  the  ships, 
but  they  cannot  be  held  without  a  military  force,  if  the  Mexicans  are  determined 
to  resist. 


No.  59. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond, 

Admiralty,  March  18,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Maitland,  dated  the 
23d  February,  reporting  his  intention  to  proceed  to  Acapulco,  in  consequence 
of  the  receipt  of  a  despatch  from  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  of  which  a  copy  is  also 
enclosed. 

I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 


[EocloBure  I  in  No.  69  ] 

Rear  Admiral  Sir  T.  Maitland  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 

Bacchante,  at  Taboga,  February  23, 1862. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  request  you  will 
inform  their  lordships  that  I  have  just  received  a  despatch  from  Sir  Charles 
Wyke,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose;  and  that,  in  compliance  with  the  request 
therein  contained,  I  shall  immediately  proceed  off  Acapulco,  (with  the  Clio,) 
that  being  the  nearest  port  from  which  commuhications  may  be  forwarded  to 
the  city  of  Mexico. 

I  have,  &c., 

T.  MAITLAND. 
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[Enclosare  2  in  Kq.  ^9,] 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Rear  Admiral  Sir  T.  Maidand, 

Vbba  Cbuz,  January  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  As  there  is  a  possibilitj  that  the  negotiations  in  which  the  represeDU- 
tives  of  the  three  powers  are  at  present  engaged  with  the  Mexican  govermnait 
may  end  in  a  pacific  solution  of  the  differences  now  existing  between  our 
respective  governments  and  that  of  this  republic,  we  are  UQwilliug  to  take 
possession  of  any  of  the  Pacific  ports  until  such  negotiatiouB  shall  hive 
terminated. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  your  excellency  to 
proceed  off  that  part  of  the  said  coast  from  which  you  can  best  communicate 
with  the  city  of  Mexico,  whence  the  British  consul  will  forward  to  me  any 
despatch  announcing  your  arrival  that  you  may  send  to  his  care,  to  be  train- 
mitted  to  this  legation. 

Should  our  negotiations  fail  in  obtaining  what  we  require,  I  will  immediately 
inform  you  thereof,  and  will,  at  the  same  time,  point  out  what  steps  it  m&j 
then  be  necessary  to  take  with  a  view  of  carrying  out  the  original  intentions  of 
her  Migesty's  government  in  reference  to  this  matter. 
I  have,  &c., 

0.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  60. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russelh 


Washington,  March  3,  1862. 

Mv  Lord  :  Mr.  Seward  told  me  this  morning  that,  wishing  to  be  perfectly 
frank  with  the  three  allied  powers,  he  had  to-day  written  a  despatch  to  the 
United  States  ministers  in  London,  Paris,  and  Madrid,  on  the  affairs  of  Mexico, 
to  be  communicated  to  the  governments  to  which  they  were  accredited. 

Mr.  Seward  said  that  he  had  stated  to  those  ministers  that,  although  no 
official  communication  on  the  subject  had  been  made  to  this  government,  there 
could  no  longer  be  any  doubt  that  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy  in  Mexico, 
and  the  placing  a  foreign  prince  on  the  throne  in  that  coimtry,  were  objects 
seriously  contemplated  in  some  quarters.  The  President  confided  in  the  assm^ 
ances  of  the  allies  that  their  armed  intervention  in  Mexico  was  directed  solely 
to  the  redress  of  their  own  grievances,  and  would  not  lead  to  any  interference 
on  their  part  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  country.  The  President  was,  more- 
over, informed  that  the  negotiations  for  the  establishment  of  royalty  had  not 
been  carried  on  either  in  London,  Paris,  or  Madrid,  but  at  other  places,  and 
exclusively  by  Mexican  exiles.  He  was  assured  that  each  of  the  three  powers 
disclaimed  all  idea  of  introducing  a  monarchical  government  into  Mexico  agaiaet 
the  will  of  the  Mexican  people,  or  of  imposing  any  individual  sovereign  upon 
them.  The  President  thought  it,  nevertheless,  desirable  that  the  view  taken 
by  the  United  States  of  the  matter  should  be  made  known  to  the  three  power*. 
That  view  was  not  taken  without  a  considerable  knowledge  of  the  ieefings 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  continent.  The  President  could  not  think  that  a 
monarchy  which,  though  not  imposed  by  foreign  fbree,  was  established  in  the 
presence  of  foreign  armies  in  the  country,  and  of  foreign  fleets  on  the  coast, 
wcttldpoflseas.any  stability.    He  thought  Uiat  the  prospect  of  stability  would 
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be  very  mnch  diminislied  if  the  person  selected  as  sovereign  shonld  not  be  of 
Mexican  birth,  but  a  prince  of  an  European  reigninfif  family.  Such  a  monarchy 
could  only  be  supported  by  European  aid.  This  would  lead  to  constant  inter- 
ference, on  the  part  of  Europe,  in  Mexico ;  it  would  not  improbably  lead  to 
disputes  between  European  powers  themselves  concerning  that  countiy,  and 
"would  produce  a  state  of  things  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  United 
States  prejudicial  to  the  interests,  and  uncongenial  with  the  feelings,  of  the 
American  people. 

Mr.  Seward  told  me,  that  having  thus  stated  the  views  of  the  President,  he 
had  directed  the  three  United  States  ministers  to  caution  the  governments  to 
which  they  are  respectively  accredited  against  supposing  that  the  refusal  of  the 
Senate  to  sanction  the  plan  of  the  cabinet  for  giving  pecuniary  aid  to  Mexico, 
indicated  any  discordance  either  between  the  different  oranches  of  the  govern- 
ment or  between  the  government  and  the  people ;  all  would  be  unanimous  if  the 
question  were  put  as  one  between  the  United  States  and  foreign  powers. 

I  believe  the  cabinet  were  taken  by  surprise  by  the  decision  of  the  Senate. 
The  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  unanimously  recommended  three  resolu- 
tions :  1st.  To  approve  of  Mr.  Seward's  original  instructions  to  Mr.  Corwin  to 
conclude  a  treaty  in  virtue  of  which  the  United  States  should  advance  money 
on  account  of  the  foreign  debt  of  Mexico,  and  should  take  as  security  a  mort- 
ga^  on  the  mines  and  public  lands  of  Lower  California,  Sonora,  Chihuahua, 
and  Sinaloa.  2d.  To  disapprove  the  draft  of  a  treaty  sent  by  Mr.  Corwin, 
which  did  not  specify  the  purpose  to  which  the  money  advanced  to  Mexico  was 
to  be  applied.  3d.  To  approve  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  which  should  aid 
Mexico  in  satisfying  the  pecuniary  demands  of  the  allies,  provided  the  allies 
concurred,  and  provided  that  there  were  no  conditions  onerous  to  Mexico,  or 
likely  to  lead  to  a  dismemberment  of  Mexican  territory.  The  Senate,  however, 
as  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  in  my  despatch  of  the  28th  ultimo, 
rejected  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  and  declined  to  advise  the 
President  to  conclude  any  treaty  which  would  impose  on  the  United  States  the 
obligation  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt  of  Mexico,  or  which  would  require 
the  concurrence  of  foreign  powers. 

The  Senate  very  naturally  think  that  there  are  already  more  than  sufficient 
demands  on  the  pecuniary  resources  of  the  country,  and  that  it  is  better  to 
stand  aloof  from  interference  in  Mexican  affairs,  and  from  negotiations  with 
Europe  on  the  subject,  at  a  moment  when  intestine  troubles  render  it  impossible 
to  interfere  with  effect. 

I  believe  that  the  sentiments  of  the  Senate  are  shared  by  the  public  at  large ; 
that  the  allied  expedition  against  Mexico  is  extremely  unpalatable  to  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  that  the  establishment  of  monarchy  in  that  country  would  be 
regarded  by  them  as  extremely  offensive ;  but,  nevertheless,  that  it  is  felt  that 
the  intervention  of  the  United  States  should  be  postponed  until  it  can  be  effectual. 


I  anil  dcc*f 


LYONS. 


No.  61. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 

Foreign  Office,  March  20,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  Earl  Russell  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  and  its 
enclosure  from  Rear  Admiral  Maitland,  in  which  he  points  out  that  he  had  been 
waiting  for  nearly  a  month  at  Panama  in  expectation  of  hearing  from  Sir  C. 
Wyke. 
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I  am  to  request  that  yon  will  state  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty, 
in  reply,  that  Sir.  G.  Wyke  conld  not  send  instructions  to  Rear  Admiral  Mait- 
land  until  it  was  ascertained  whether  the  attitude  of  the  Mexican  government 
would  be  hostile  or  pacific. 

It  appears  from  telegrams  in  the  newspapers  that  no  hostilities  had  taken 
place  on  the  side  of  Vera  Cruz  so  late  as  the  21st  of  February. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  if  negotiations  are  broken  off,  the  allies,  both  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts,  will  be  involved  in  hostilities  at  the  commencemait 
or  in  the  middle  of  the  imhealthy  season.  Bear  Admiral  Maitland  should,  there- 
fore, be  instructed  not  to  hold  Acapulco  or  Mazatlan,  or  San  Bias,  in  a  season 
when  the  health  of  his  crews  might  be  endangered  by  such  occupation,  and  thit 
in  the  event  of  hostilities  between  the  allies  and  Mexico,  he  is  to  confine  himself 
during  the  sickly  season  to  such  measures  of  blockade  and  protection  of  the  tnde 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain  as  he  may  find  practicable  in  concert  with 
the  French  admiraL 

I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOND. 


No.  62. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 

FoBBiGN  Oppicb,  March  25,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  Earl  Russell  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  instructions  which  have  been  addressed  to  Vice- Admiral  Milne  witH 
regard  to  the  affairs  of  Mexico ;  and  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  state  to  the 
lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  in  reply,  that  Lord  Russell  concurs  in  those 
instructions.  His  lordship  would,  however,  suggest  that  the  protection  of  the 
persons  and  property  of  British  subjects,  under  the  convention  of  the  31st  of 
October  last,  should  be  specially  recommended  to  Sir  A.  Milne. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOND. 


No.  63. 

Earl  Russell  to  Sir  J.  Crampton. 

Foreign  Office,  March  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  Spanish  chargd  d'affaires  at  this  court  has  complained  to  me  of  the 
conduct  pursued  by  Commodore  Dunlop  in  sending  away  General  Miramon  from 
Vera  Cruz  without  concert  with  his  colleagues. 

I  explained  to  him  how  unjustifiable  it  would  have  been  of  the  allies  to  cover 
with  the  protection  of  their  flag  a  person  who  sought  that  protection  with  a  view 
of  raising  a  civil  war  in  Mexico. 

M.  Conte  did  not  dispute  the  grounds  of  the  act ;  he  wished  only  it  had  been 
undertaken  in  concert. 

I  agreed  with  him  on  this  point,  and  promised  that  Sir  0.  Wyke  should  be 
instructed  in  any  future  case  of  a  similar  nature  to  consult  the  commissioners  of 
the  allied  forces. 

But  on  referring  to  Sir  C.  Wyke's  despatch  on  the  subject  I  find  that,  at  a 
conference  held  on  the  25th  of  January  Commodore  Dunlop  brought  the  sab- 
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ject  before  the  allied  commissionerB  and  commanderB,  and  stated  bis  intention  of 
arresting  General  Miramon.  A  warm  discussion  seems  to  have  ensued,  but  in 
the  end,  according  to  Sir  C.  Wyke's  report,  the  argument  he  (Sir  Charles)  had 
urged  against  allowing  Miramon  to  land  "  had  its  weight  with  General  Prim," 
though  it  was  not  admitted  by  Admiral  de  la  Gravfere,  and  still  less  by  M.  de 
Saligny. 

"After  a  long  discussion,"  Sir  O.Wyke  continues,  "it  was  finally  settled  that 
if  Miramon  arrived  in  the  English  packet,  the  commodore  should  arrest  him  if 
lie  chose  to  do  so;  and  if  he  came  in  any  other  vessel,  that  he  was  to  be  ordered, 
in  the  name  of  the  allied  commissioners,  not  to  land,  whereupon  General  Prim 
immediately  sent  instructions  to  that  effect  to  the  captain  of  the  port,  who  was 
ordered  to  keep  a  look-out  on  all  vessels  arriving. 

"  Two  days  afterwards  the  English  mail  steamer  came  in,  having  Miramon 
and  thirty  followers  on  board,  amongst  whom  was  the  notorious  Padre  Miranda 
and  other  members  of  the  ultra  church  party.  None  of  these  people  were  inter- 
fered with,  but  the  commodore  had  Miramon  arrested  and  placed  for  better  se- 
curity on  board  her  Majesty's  ship  Challenger,  there  to  be  kept  until  the  packet's 
return  to  Havana,  firom  whence  he  came. 

**  It  appears  that  his  partisans  were  waiting  for  him  on  the  coast  with  horses 
and  arms  and  all  else  necessary  to  enable  him  to  renew  a  civil  war  which  has 
onlv  just  died  out,  aft;er  a  three  years'  bloody  struggle." 

It  thus  appears  that  the  concert  so  much  desired  did  take  place,  although  I 
had  forgotten  these  circumstances  when  the  Spanish  chargd  d'a^Eiires  spoke  to  me. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  Mexican  reftigees  intending  to  raise  the  standard  of 
civil  war  should  not  receive  countenance  or  protection  in  Mexico  under  the  flag 
of  the  allies. 

I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


No.  64. 
Earl  RusseU  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 

FoBEiuN  Office,  March  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  to  you  herewith,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  a  copy 
of  a  despatch  which  I  have  addressed  to  her  Majesty's  minister  at  Madrid,* 
giving  the  substance  of  a  conversation  which  has  passed  between  the  Spanish 
charge  d'affaires  and  myself  relative  to  the  course  pursued  by  Commodore  Dun- 
lop  with  regard  to  General  Miramon. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


No.  65. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russdl. 


Vera  Cruz,  February  6,  1862. 
Mv  Lord  :  Our  sixth  conference  took  place  on  the  2d  instant,  when  a  report 
was  presented  to  us  by  the  consuls  of  the  three  powers,  who,  as  I  have  already 


o  No.  63. 
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stated,  had  been  instracted  to  confer  together  with  a  view  of  deciding  what  mm 
it  would  be  necessary  to  levy  on  the  duties,  for  the  payment  of  the  custom-house 
officials  since  the  arrival  of  the  allied  forces  at  this  port.  The  expense  thus  in- 
curjred  has  hitherto  been  defrayed  out  of  Greneral  Prim's  militaiy  chest,  as  the 
Spaniards  on  their  arrival  here  found  the  custom-house  deserted  by  the  Mexi- 
cans, and  were  consequently  obliged  to  fill  the  vacancies  with  their  own  country- 
men, who,  from  the  language  spoken  here,  are  the  fittest  persons  to  hold  such 
appointments. 

The  report,  which  I  have  herewith  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  lordship's 
information,  was  approved  of  by  us,  and,  consequently,  20  per  <%nt.  of  the  du- 
ties will  for  the  present  be  set  aside  for  the  purpose  indicated. 

The  consuls  are  now  deliberating  on  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  for  securing 
a  complete  supervision  of  the  receipts  of  the  custom-house,  hy  the  nomination 
of  English  and  French  interventors,  who  will  set  aside  and  duly  secure  the  sur- 
plus revenue,  which  is  hereafter  to  be  divided  according  to  the  respective  rights 
of  the  three  powers,  as  agreed  on  by  their  commissioners. 

The  next  subject  which  occupied  the  attention  of  the  conference  was  tbe 
nature  of  the  note  we  should  send  in  reply  to  that  of  the  Mexican  government 
dated  the  23d  ultimo ;  copy  of  which  was  enclosed  in  my  despatch  to  your  lord- 
ship of  the  30th  of  last  month. 

General  Prim  and  Admiral  de  la  Gravidre  having  each  presented  the  draft  of 
a  reply,  both  of  which  were  discussed  in  detail,  the  admiral's  was  finally  adopted, 
and  I  was  requested  to  forward  to  Mexico,  by  one  of  the  legation  couriers,  the 
note ;  copy  of  which  I  have  herewith  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship. 

The  amount  of  sickness  now  prevailing  amongst  the  allied  troops  here  ren- 
ders it  absolutely  necessary  to  move  them  up  to  the  higher  lands  at  the  time 
specified,  as  that  sickness  will  greatly  increase  when  the  hot  weather  sets  in  al 
the  end  of  this  month. 

I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


[Enclosure  1  ia  No.  66  ] 


Report  of  the  allied  amsuh  relative  to  the  payment  of  the  ctutom-hotue  ojfficiaU 

at  Vera  Cruz, 

Sur  rindication  faite  hier,  et  dont  connaissance  a  dtd  donnde  en  temps  utile  a 
M.  le  vice-consul  d'Angleterre,  se  sont  rdunis  le  Mardi  vingt-huit  Janvier,  mil 
huit  cent  soixante-deux,  h.  huit  heures  du  soir,  en  la  salle  capitulaire  de  Tayun- 
tamiento,  M.  le  Colonel  Ramon  Menduina,  investi  des  fonctions  de  gouvemeoi 
de  la  ville  de  Vera  Cruz ;  M.  Jules  Doazan,  consul  de  France ;  M.  Balbino  Cor- 
tes, consul  d'Espagne ;  M.  Eneas  Giffiurd,  vice-consul  d'Angleterre ;  M.  George 
Flaquer,  administrateur  de  la  douane;  M.  Oscar  Colleau,  chancelier  da  consukt 
de  France. 

Avant  de  procdder  a  Texamen  de  la  question  a  r^soudre,  H.  Colleau  a,  sur  la 
demande  de  M.  le  Colonel  Menduifia,  donnd  lecture  du  procds-verbal  de  la  pr^ 
cedente  stance  afin  de  mettre  M.  le  vice-consul  d'Angleterre  au  courant  de  la 
question  k  traitor. 

Conformement  k  Tinvitation  qui  avait  etd  adressde  hier  k  M.  radministratenr 
de  la  douane,  ce  dernier  a  ddpos^  sur  le  bureau  divers  documents  devant  servir 
k  (5tablir  le  chiffre  des  ddpenses  dejk  faites  et  celles  k  faire  mensuellement  pour 
Tadministration  de  la  douane,  et  celui  approximatif  des  droits  qui  pourraient  etre 
dus  jusqu'^  la  fin  du  mois  pour  les  marchandises  n'entrant  pas  en  d<^p6t  dans  lea 
magasins  de  la  douane. 
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Apres  avoir  examind  ces  documents  et  les  avoir  discut^s,  la  commission  com- 
pos^e  de  M.  le  gouvemeur,  prdsident  eans  voix  delibdrative ;  M.  le  consul  de 
t'rance,  M.  le  consul  d'Espagne,  M.  le  vice-consul  d'Angleterre,  tons  trois  ayant 
voix  deliberative ;  M.  TadmiDistrateur  de  la  douane,  ayant  voix  seulement  con- 
sul tative  ;  et  M.  Colleau,  secretaire ; 

Prenant  en  consideration  T^tat  pr^caire  du  commerce  de  la  place  de  Vera 
Cruz; 

Consid^rant  d'un  autre  c6td  Turgente  ndcessitd  de  feire  face  aux  diverses 
d^pcnses  d'administration ; 

Vii  r impossibility  de  fixer  des  k  present  et  d'une  mani^re  exacte  le  cbiffire  de 
ces  depenses,  lequel  sera  arr^td  post^rieurement  et  lors  que  de  nouveaux  ren- 
eeignements  ndcessaires  et  qui  ont  6t6  demand^s  auront  6t6  foumis,  et  sans 
qu'avant  cette  fixation  il  puisse  ^tre  fait  aucun  paiement ; 

Adoptant  pour  base  provisoire  un  etat  de  ddpenses  dressd  avec  la  plus  stricte 
dconomie»  et  admettant  la  somme  de  44,500  piastres  environ  pour  le  montant  des 
droits  qui  pourront  6tre  diis  jusq'k  la  fin  du  mois  courant  sur  lea  marchandises 
remises  directement  aux  intiiress^s ; 

Ayant  delib^r^,  emet  Tavis  que  20  pour  cent  de  ces  droits  peuvent  etre  de- 
mand's d^s  k  prdsent  pour  faire  face  aux  depenses  d'administration  faites  et  k 
faire  iusqu'lt  la  fin  du  present  mois  de  Janvier,  lesquels  20  pour  cent  ne  seraient 
exigibles  qu'k  partir  du  deux  Fevrier  prochain  en  numeraire  et  au  comptant. 

RAMON  MENDUINA. 
JULES  DOAZAN. 
E.  M.  GIFFARD. 
BALBINO  CORTES. 
JORGE  FLAQUER. 
OSCAR  COLLEAU, 

Jje  Secritaire, 


[TranBlation.] 

In  accordance  with  the  notification  given  yesterday,  and  which  was  com- 
municated in  good  time  to  the  British  vice-consul.  Colonel  Ramon  Mendui&a, 
invested  with  the  functions  of  the  government  of  Verft  Cruz ;  M.  Jules  Doazan, 
consul  for  France ;  M.  Balbino  Cortes,  consul  Tor  Spain ;  Mr.  Eneas  Giffard, 
vice-consul  for  England ;  M.  George  Flaquer,  administrator  of  customs ;  M.  Oscar 
Colleau,  chancelier  of  the  French  consulate,  met  on  Monday,  the  28th  of  January, 
1862,  at  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  in  the  capitulary  hall  of  the  ayuntamiento. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  examination  of  the  question  at  issue,  M.  Colleau,  at 
the  request  of  Colonel  Menduina,  read  the  procesverbal  of  the  preceding  sitting, 
in  order  to  make  the  British  vice-consul  conversant  with  the  question  to  be  dis- 
cussed. 

In  conformity  with  the  invitation  which  was  addressed  yesterday  to  the  ad- 
ministrator of  customs,  the  latter  laid  on  the  table  several  documents  to  show  the 
amount  of  the  expenses  already  incurred,  and  those  to  be  incurred,  monthly  for 
the  administration  of  the  customs,  and  the  approximate  amount  of  customs  dues 
which  might  be  due  up  to  the  end  of  the  month  for  goods  not  entering  the  depot 
oi  the  custom-house. 

After  having  examined  and  discussed  these  documents,  the  commission,  com- 
posed of  the  governor,  president,  with  no  voice  in  the  debate;  the  French  con- 
sul, the  Spanish  consul,  and  the  English  vice-consul,  as  deliberative  members ; 
the  administrator  of  customs  only  as  referee,  and  M.  Colleau  as  secretary : 

Taking  into  consideration  the  precarious  state  of  the  commerce  of  Vera  Cruz ; 

Considering,  on  the  other  hana,  the  urgent  necessity  of  meeting  the  various 
expenses  of  the  administration ; 
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Seeing  the  impoBsibilitj  of  fixing  at  present,  and  in  an  exact  manner,  the 
amount  of  these  expenses,  which  amount  will  be  fixed  later  when  the  farther 
information  which  is  necessary,  and  which  has  been  requested,  has  been  fur- 
nished, and  that  before  that  amount  fixed  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  paym^t ; 
Adopting  as  a  provisionary  basis  a  state  of  expenses  arranged  with  the  greatest 
economy,  and  accepting  the  sum  of  44,500  piastres  as  about  the  amount  of  dues 
which  may  be  due  up  to  the  end  of  the  present  month  on  goods  remitted  directly 
to  the  interested  persons — 

Having  deliberated,  announce  that  20  per  cent,  of  these  dues  may  be  demanded 
from  the  present  time  to  meet  the  expenses  of  administration  incurred,  and 
to  be  incurred,  up  to  the  end  of  the  present  month  of  January,  which  20  percent 
is  not  to  be  demanded  till  after  the  second  of  Febniary  next,  to  be  paid  in  cash 
and  in  ready  money. 

RAMON  MENDUIXA 

JULES  DOAZAN. 

E.  M.  GIFFARD. 

BALBINO  CORTES. 

JORGE  FLAQUER. 

OSCAR  COLLEAU, 

The  Secretary, 


[Enclosure  2  in  No.  65.] 
The  Allied  Commissumers  to  General  Doblado. 

Vera  Cruz,  le  2  Fevrier,  1862. 

Lea  Boussignds,  reprdsentants  de  sa  Majestd  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bze- 

tagne,   de  sa  Majesty  TEmpereur  des  Fran^ais,  et  de  sa   Majesty   a  Rdne 

d'Espagne,  en  rdponse  ^  la  note  de  son  excellence  le  ministre  des  relations  et 

de  Tintdrieur,  out  Phonneur  de  lui  exposer,  que  venus  au  Mexique  pour  y  rem- 

Slir  une  mission  civUisatrice,  lis  ont  con^u  I'espoir  et  ^prouvent  le  plus  vif  ddsir 
'accomplir  cette  mission  sans  Terser  une  goutte  de  sang  Mexicain.  lis  croiraient, 
cependant,  manquer  k  tons  leurs  devoirs  envers  leurs  gouvemements  et  enven 
leurs  pays  s'ils  ne  s'occupaient  d'assurer  le  plus  tot  possible  un  campement 
salubre  k  leurs  troupes.  En  consequence,  ils  ont  I'honneur  de  porter  k  la  con- 
naissance  de  son  excellence  le  ministre  des  relations  la  necessity  oil  se  trouveront 
les  armies  alli^es  vers  le  milieu  du  mois  de  Fevrier  de  se  mettre  en  marche  pour 
Orizaba  et  pour  Jalapa,  oil  les  representants  soussign^s  esp^rent  qu'il  leur  sera 
fait  un  accueil  sinc^rement  amical. 
Les  soussign^s,  &c. 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
HUGH  DUNLOP. 

E.  JURIEN. 

D.  DE  SALIGNY. 

EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 


[Translation  ] 

Vera  Cruz,  February  2,  1862. 
The  undersigned,  representatives  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain, 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain, 
in  answer  to  the  note  of  his  excellency  the  minister  for  foreign  and  home  af- 
fairs, have  the  honor  to  state  to  him  that,  having  come  to  Mexico  to  fulfil  a  mis- 
sion of  civilization,  they  have  hoped  and  have  the  strongest  wish  to  accomplish 
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that  mission  without  spilling  one  drop  of  Mexican  blood.  They  would,  how- 
ever, think  themselves  wanting  in  their  duty  to  their  respective  governments 
and  their  country  if  they  did  not  endeavor  to  secure  as  soon  as  possible  a 
healthy  encampment  for  their  troops.  Consequently  they  have  the  honor  to  in- 
form his  excellency  the  minister  for  foreign  relations  of  the  necessity  the  allied 
armies  will  be  in,  towards  the  middle  of  the  month  of  February,  of  marching 
to  Orizaba  and  Jalapa,  where  the  undersigned  representatives  hope  they  will 
meet  with  a  sincerely  amicable  reception. 
The  undersigned,  &c. 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
HUGH  DUNLOP. 

E.  JURIEN. 

D.  DE  SALIGNY. 

EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 


No.  66. 
Sir  a  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell 


Vera  Cruz,  February  12,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  In  my  despatch  to  your  lordship  of  the  6th  instant  I  had  the 
honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  note  addres:»ed  by  my  col- 
leagues and  myself,  on  the  2d  of  the  month,  to  General  Doblado,  the  Mexican 
minister  for  foreign  afGEiirs. 

I  now  transmit  copy  of  his  answer  to  that  communication,  together  with  our 
reply  thereto,  by  which  correspondence  your  lordship  will  perceive  that  the 
hopes  we  had  entertained  of  arriving  at  some  satisfactory  arrangement  with  this 
government  are  daily  growing  fainter;  for,  if  General  Doblado  refuses  to  come 
to  the  proposed  meeting,  or  should  the  result  of  it  prove  unsatisfactory,  then 
nothing  can  avert,  on  the  advance  of  the  allied  troops,  the  commencement  of 
hostilities,  which  we  have  done  everything  in  our  power  to  prevent. 

At  the  seventh  conference,  which  took  place  on  the  9th  instant,  Commodore 
Dunlop  and  myself  had  some  difficulty  in  persuading  our  colleagues  to  try  the 
last  chance  for  a  pacific  solution  of  this  question,  which  is  offered  by  the  pro- 
posed meeting  between  Senor  Doblado  and  General  Prim,  as  they  were  inclined 
to  cease  all  further  correspondence  with  the  Mexican  government,  and  then 
drive  the  native  troops  back  by  a  simultjaneous  advance  on  the  towns  of  Jalapa 
and  Orizaba,  situated  on  a  parallel  line  at  about  thirty  leagues  in  the  interior  of 
the  country. 

Should  this  movement  eventually  take  place  and  prove  successful,  the  inten- 
tion of  General  Prim  and  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravidre  is,  I  believe,  to  push 
on  to  Mexico,  and  there  endeavor,  by  raising  a  party  in  their  favor,  either  to 
dictate  terms  to  the  present  government  or  to  get  another  established  moie  likely 
to  meet  their  views. 

From  the  nature  of  the  instructions  I  have  up  to  the  present  moment  received 
irom.  your  lordship,  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  sanctioning  the  advance  of  the 
marines  further  into  the  interior  than  the  towns  above  mentioned,  as  being  sit- 
uated on  the  first  ridge  of  table-land,  where  the  men  will  be  removed  from  the 
pestilential  atmosphere  and  climate  of  the  coast. 

As  a  sanitary  measure,  therefore,  this  advance  of  the  allied  troops  cannot  be 
postponed  beyond  the  end  of  this  month ;  but  there  is  a  vast  difference  between 
going  as  far  as  Orizaba  and  tiying  to  penetrate  with  a  small  force  sixty  leagues 
nirther,  which  is  the  distance  up  to  the  capital. 
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As  the  battalion  of  marines  is  totally  unprovided  with  either  tents  or  the 
means  of  transporting  their  heavy  baggage,  Commodore  Dunlop  is  now  endeaT- 
oring  to  remedy  the  deficiency,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  move  forward  at  tlie 
8ame  time  as  the  French  and  Spanish  troops. 

Should  affairs  take  a  hostile  turn,  as  I  fear  they  now  will,  the  allied  govern- 
ments  will  find  themselves  engaged  in  a  very  serious  undertaking,  requiring  a 
considerable  augmentation  of  the  land  forces  they  now  have  here ;  for  the  hatJed 
entertained  towards  the  Spanish  is  so  great,  that  if  blood  is  once  spilled  the  na- 
tion wUl  probably  rise  to  a  man  against  them,  and  offer  a  resistance  by  a  guerOk 
warfare,  such  as  would  never  have  been  called  forth  against  any  other  foe. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


[Enclosure  1  in  No.  66.] 

General  Doblado  to  the  Allied  Commissioners. 
[Tnuulation.] 

Mexico,  February  6,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  and  of  state  of  the  Mexican  re- 
public, has  the  honor  to  answer  the  note  which  their  excellencies  the  commis- 
sioners of  her  Majestv  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  the  French,  and  of  the  Queen  of  Spain,  addressed  him  from  Vera  Cruz  on 
the  2d  instant,  and  which  was  received  this  evening,  in  which  they  annoimce  to 
him  the  necessity  of  changing  their  positions  on  sanitary  grounds. 

As  the  government  of  the  republic  does  not  know  what  may  be  the  mission 
which  brings  to  Mexico  the  commissioners  of  the  allied  powers,  inasmuch  as  up 
to  the  present  time  they  have  only  announced  friendly  but  indefinite  promisei, 
whose  real  object  nobody  unravels,  it  cannot  permit  the  advance  of  the  invading 
forces,  unless  there  are  settled  with  clearness  and  precision  geneiul  bases  which 
may  make  known  the  intentions  of  the  allies,  and  relative  to  which  negotiations 
may  be  entered  into  later  on,  with  the  caution  due  to  the  important  interests 
which  are  to  be  discussed. 

The  citizen  president  instructs  me  to  add  to  their  excellencies,  by  way  of 
further  explanation,  that  if  their  excellencies  send  a  commissioner  quickly  to 
Cordova  to  discuss  with  another  of  the  government  the  above-mentioned  bases 
before  the  middle  of  the  present  month  of  February,  the  order  will  be  given  to 
allow  the  advance  of  those  forces  to  the  points  which  may  be  agreed  upon ; 
since,  the  said  preliminaries  established,  the  government  can,  without  compro- 
mising the  national  independence,  grant  a  permission  which  now  would  be  con- 
sidered treason. 


The  undersigned,  &c. 
Liberty  and  reform! 


MANUEL  DOBLADO. 


[EookMtire  t  in  No.  66«] 

The  Allied  Commissioners  to  General  Doblado, 

Vera  Cruz,  le  9  Fe  trier,  1862. 
Les  soussignes,  repr^sentants  de  sa  Majesty  la  Eeine  de  la  Grand  Bretagne, 
de  sa  Majeste  TEmpereur  des  Fran^ais,  et  de  sa  Majesty  la  Beine  d'Espagne, 
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out  rhonnenr  d'accuser  reception  k  son  excellence  le  ministre  des  relations  et  de 
I'interieur  de  la  rdpubliqae  Mexicaine  de  la  note  qui  leur  a  ^te  adressde  par  son 
excellence  en  date  du  6  Ft5vrier. 

La  determination  de  repr^sentants  ne  saurait  etre  modifiee.  Les  troupes  alliees 
86  mettront  en  marche  vers  le  milieu  du  mois  de  F^vrier. 

Les  intentions  des  hautes  puissances  ont  t'td  dejd  exposoes  avec  une  clartd 
Biiffisante.  Cependant,  ddsireux  de  tenter  un  dernier  eflfort  pour  prevenir  un 
conflit  qu'ils  regretteraient  sinceremcnt,  les  representants  soussignes  croient  de 
leur  devoir  d'inviteur  son  excellence  le  ministre  des  relations  exterieures  a  venir 
s'entendre  en  personne  avec  M.  le  Comte  de  Reus,  qui  lui  donnera  en  leur  nom 
toates  les  explications  necessaires  et  de  nature  a  dissiper  des  doutes  injurieux 
pour  la  loyaute  des  hautes  puissances  signataires  de  la  convention  du  31  Oc- 
tobre,  1861. 

M.  le  Comte  de  Reus  se  rendra  en  consequence  le  18  Fovrier,  k  11  lieures 
da  matin,  sur  un  point  choisi  k  egalc  distance  de  la  Tejeria  et  de  la  Soledad,  au 
Bancho  de  la  Purga.  Les  Representants  esperent  que  M.  le  Ministre  des  Re- 
lations Exterieures  pourra  se  presenter  k  ce  rendezvous  avec  une  garde  d*hon- 
neur  de  50  cavaliers  et  de  50  fantassins.  M.  le  Comte  de  Reus  sera  accompagnd 
d'une  escorte  semblable. 

Si  la  Bant6  de  M.  le  G^ndral  Doblado  ou  toute  autre  cause  imprdvue  ne  lui 
permettait  pas  de  quitter  Mexico,  les  representants  ddsirent  que  le  gdndral 
veuille  bien  se  faire  supplier  par  un  des  ministres  du  gouvemement  Mexicain 
muni  de  pleins  pouvoirs  necessaires  pour  recevoir  les  explications  de  M.  le 
Comte  de  Reus  et  donner  I'ordre  de  n'opposer  aucun  obstacle  k  la  marche  des 
troupes  allides,  si  ces  explications  ont  paru  satisfaisantes. 

II  demeure  bien  entendu  que  si  le  18  Fevrier  il  n'est  point  arrivd  k  Vera 
Cmz  de  reponse  declinant  la  conference  proposee  k  M.  le  Gendral  Doblado  par 
les  reprdsentants  des  hautes  puissances,  M.  le  Comte  de  Reus  se  trouvera  au 
rendezvous  indiqud. 

Les  soussignds,  &c. 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
HUGH  DUNLOP. 
JURIEN  DE  LA  GRAVlfiRE. 
DUBOIS  DE  SALIGNY. 
EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 


[Tranelation.] 

Vera  Cruz,  February  9,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  representatives  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain, 
of  his  M^esty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of 
Spain,  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  from  his  excel- 
lency the  minister  for  foreign  and  home  affairs  of  the  Mexican  republic,  ad- 
dressed to  them  by  his  excellency  on  the  6th  of  February. 

The  decision  of  the  representatives  cannot  be  changed.  The  allied  troops 
will  march  inland  towards  the  middle  of  the  month  of  February. 

The  intentions  of  the  high  powers  have  already  been  set  forth  with  sufficient 
clearness.  Nevertheless,  ^e  undersigned  representatives,  desirous  of  making  a 
final  effort  to  prevent  a  conflict  which  they  would  deeply  regret,  think  it  right 
to  invite  his  excellency  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  to  an  interview  with  M. 
le  Comte  de  Reus,  who  will  give  him,  in  their  name,  all  the  explanations  which 
may  be  necessary,  and  which  may  tend  to  disperse  the  injurious  doubts  of  the 
good  faith  of  the  high  powers  who  signed  the  convention  of  October  31,  1861. 
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M.  le  Comte  de  Reus  will  consequently  go,  on  the  18th  of  February,  at  11 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  a  spot  chosen  at  an  equal  distance  from  Tejeria  and 
Soledad — at  Rancho  de  la  Purga.  The  representatiTes  hope  that  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  will  be  able  to  attend  at  this  rendezvous  with  a  guu-d  of  honor 
of  fifty  horsemen  and  fifty  foot.  The  Comte  de  Bens  will  be  accompanied  by 
a  similar  escort. 

If  the  health  of  General  Doblado,  or  any  other  unforeseen  cause,  preTents 
him  from  leaving  Mexico,  the  representatives  hope  that  the  general  will  substi- 
tute in  his  place  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Mexican  government,  with  fall 
power  to  receive  the  explanations  of  the  Comte  de  Reus,  and  to  give  orders 
that  there  should  be  no  opposition  1o  the  march  of  the  allied  troops,  provided 
those  explanations  have  seemed  sufficient 

It  is  understood  that  if,  by  the  18th  of  February,  no  answer  has  arrived  at 
Vera  Cruz  declining  the  conference  proposed  by  the  representatives  to  Geueral 
Doblado,  the  Comte  de  Reus  will  attend  at  the  rendezvous  mentioned. 
The  undersigned,  &c. 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 

HUGH  DUNLOP. 

JURIEN  DE  LA  GRAVIfiRE. 

DUBOIS  DE  SALIGNY. 

EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 


No.  67. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russdl. 

Vera  Cruz,  February  16,  1862. 

Mv  Lord:  Our  eighth  conference  took  place  on  the  10th  instant,  when 
General  Prim  announced  to  us  that  he  had  just  received  from  General  Zuragoza, 
commanding  the  Mexican  forces  in  this  neighborhood,  a  despatch  addressed  to 
"  the  general-in-chief  commanding  the  allied  forces  invading  Mexico." 

On  reading  this  communication,  translation  of  which  I  herewith  transmit  for 
your  lordship's  information,  it  was  found  to  be  uncourteous  and  aggressive  in 
its  tone,  and  we  therefore  resolved  that  the  three  commanders  should  reply  to 
it  by  a  terse  rejoinder  to  the  effect  that  the  allied  plenipotentiaries  had,  on  the 
day  before,  proposed  a  meeting  to  the  Mexican  government  between  Senor 
Doblado  and  General  Prim,  as  their  representative,  which  meeting,  if  agreed  to 
as  proposed,  was  to  take  place  on  the  18th  instant,  at  a  place  called  Rancho  de 
la  Purga,  situated  half-way  between  the  outposts  of  the  allied  forces  and  the 
Mexican  troops.  Translation  of  this  communication  I  have  likewise  the  honor 
to  enclose,  as  well  as  of  another  which  we  addressed  to  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment on  the  11th  instant,  stating  that  our  first  impulse  was  to  chastise  the  inso- 
lence of  General  Zaragoza;  but  that,  unwilling  to  lose  the  last  chance  of  coming 
to  an  amicable  understanding  with  them,  we  had  determined  to  wait  for  their 
reply  to  our  invitation,  as  well  as  to  ascertain  whether,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, they  could  rely  sufficiently  on  the  subordination  of  General  Zaragoza 
as  to  be  sure  that  he  would  not  make  any  attempt  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the 
supreme  government. 

I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WHITE. 
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[Enclosiire  I  in  No.  67. — ^Translatioa.] 
General  Zaragoza  to  the  General-^n- Chief  of  the  Allied  Forces, 

Headquarters,  Soledad,  February  10,  1862. 

General-in-Chief  :  Up  to  the  present  time  the  forces  of  the  allied  powers 
inyading  Mexico  have  been  permitted  to  extend  their  operations  beyond  the 
town  of  Vera  Cruz.  To  continue  to  remain  a  passive  spectator  of  these  new 
insults  would  be  indecorous  for  my  country  and  unworthy  a  Mexican  general. 
I  therefore  inform  the  general-in-chief  of  the  said  forces  that  he  must  keep 
them  in  their  present  positions,  which  are  the  Tejeria,  Medellin,  Paso  del  Toro, 
and  San  Juan  Loma  de  Piedra,  and  not  advance  them  any  further.  Should  this 
not  be  done,  I  shall  consider  hostilities  broken  out  and  war  declared  on  his  side ; 
in  which  event  I  shall  fulfil  the  sacred  duty  which  the  laws  of  my  country  impose 
on  me  as  general-in-chief  of  a  corps  d'arm^e  destined  for  the  defence  of  the 
east. 

Accept,  &c.» 

Liberty  and  reform. 

ZAEAGOZA. 


[Enclosure  2  in  No.  67. — ^Translation.] 
The  Allied  Commander*  to  General  Zaragoza. 

Vera  Cruz,  February  10,  1862. 

The  generals  of  the  allied  troops  have  received  the  uncourteous  communica- 
tion of  General  Zaragoza.  It  is  written  in  an  aggressive  tone  that  nothing 
justifies,  and  on  that  account  they  abstain  from  answering  it  until  they  know 
the  determination  of  the  government  of  the  republic  relative  to  the  last  note 
which  the  representatives  of  the  allied  powers  have  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
them,  dated  yesterday. 

General  Zaragoza  will  act  as  he  may  deem  fit,  and  on  him  will  fall  the  respon- 
sibility of  his  acts. 

The  representatives  of  the  alUed  powers,  in  the  said  note,  proposed  to  the 
government  of  the  republic  a  conference  between  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
and  the  general-in-chief  of  the  Spanish  troops,  which,  should  it  be  accepted,  is 
to  take  place  on  the  18th,  at  11  in  the  morning,  in  the  <*  Rancho  de  la  Purga," 
with  an  escort  of  honor  of  50  infantry  and  50  horse ;  but,  after  the  aggressive 
language  of  the  general  of  the  army  of  the  east,  the  generals  of  the  allied 
troops  desire  to  know  whether  the  said  conference  can  take  place  or  not  with 
the  proposed  escorts  of  honor. 

Receive,  &c.  HUGH  DUNLOP. 

JURIEN  DE  LA  GRAVlfiRE, 
EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 


[Eocloeure  3  in  No.  67.] 

The  Allied  Commissioners  to  General  Doblado* 

Vera  Cruz,  /ell  Fevrier,  1862. 
Led  soossignds,  reprdsentants  des  puissances  allides,  ont  Thonneur  de  trans- 
mettre  k  son  excellence  le  mmistre  des  relations  extdrieures  de  la  rdpublique 
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M.  le  Comte  de  Reus  will  consequently  go,  on  the  18th  of  Fehruary,  at  11 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  a  spot  chosen  at  an  equal  distance  from  Tejeria  and 
Soledad — at  Rancho  de  la  Purga.  The  representatives  hope  that  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  will  be  able  to  attend  at  this  rendezvous  with  a  guard  of  honor 
of  fifty  horsemen  and  fifty  foot.  The  Comte  de  Reus  will  be  accompanied  by 
a  similar  escort. 

If  the  health  of  General  Doblado,  or  any  other  unforeseen  cause,  prevents 
him  from  leaving  Mexico,  the  representatives  hope  that  the  general  will  substi- 
tute in  his  place  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Mexican  government,  with  fiill 
power  to  receive  the  explanations  of  the  Comte  de  Reus,  and  to  give  orden 
that  there  should  be  no  opposition  1o  the  march  of  the  allied  troops,  provided 
those  explanations  have  seemed  sufficient 

It  is  understood  that  if,  by  the  18th  of  February,  no  answer  has  arrived  at 
Vera  Cruz  declining  the  conference  proposed  by  the  representatives  to  General 
Doblado,  the  Comte  de  Reus  will  attend  at  the  rendezvous  mentioned. 
The  undersigned,  &c. 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
HUGH  DUNLOP. 
JURIEN  DE  LA  GRAVIfiRE. 
DUBOIS  DE  SALIGNY. 
EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 


No.  67. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

Vera  Cruz,  February  16,  1862. 

Mv  Lord:  Our  eighth  conference  took  place  on  the  10th  instant,  whoi 
General  Prim  announced  to  us  that  he  had  just  received  from  General  Zaragoza, 
commanding  the  Mexican  forces  in  this  neighborhood,  a  despatch  address^  to 
"  the  general-in-chief  commanding  the  allied  forces  invading  Mexico." 

On  reading  this  communication,  translation  of  which  I  herewith  transmit  for 
your  lordship's  information,  it  was  found  to  be  uncourteous  and  aggressive  in 
its  tone,  and  we  therefore  resolved  that  the  three  commanders  should  reply  to 
it  by  a  terse  rejoinder  to  the  effect  that  the  allied  plenipotentiaries  had,  on  the 
day  before,  proposed  a  meeting  to  the  Mexican  government  between  Senor 
Doblado  and  General  Prim,  as  their  representative,  which  meeting,  if  a^eed  to 
as  proposed,  was  to  take  place  on  the  18th  instant,  at  a  place  called  Rancho  de 
la  Purga,  situated  half-way  between  the  outposts  of  the  allied  forces  and  the 
Mexican  troops.  Translation  of  this  communication  I  have  likewise  the  honor 
to  enclose,  as  well  as  of  another  which  we  addressed  to  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment on  the  11th  instant,  stating  that  our  first  impulse  was  to  chastise  the  inso- 
lence of  General  Zaragoza ;  but  that,  unwilling  to  lose  the  last  chance  of  coming 
to  an  amicable  understanding  with  them,  we  had  determined  to  wait  for  their 
reply  to  our  invitation,  as  well  as  to  ascertain  whether,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, they  could  rely  sufficiently  on  the  subordination  of  General  Zaragoza 
as  to  be  sure  that  he  would  not  make  any  attempt  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the 
supreme  government. 

I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WHITE. 
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[Enclosure  I  in  No.  67. — ^Translation.] 
General  Zaragoza  to  the  Generals-Chief  of  the  Allied  Forces. 

Headquarters,  Soledad,  February  10,  1862. 

General-in-Chief  :  Up  to  the  present  time  the  forces  of  the  allied  powers 
invading  Mexico  have  been  permitted  to  extend  their  operations  beyond  the 
town  of  Vera  Cruz.  To  continue  to  remain  a  passive  spectator  of  these  new 
insults  would  be  indecorous  for  my  country  and  unworthy  a  Mexican  general. 
I  therefore  inform  the  general-in-chief  of  the  said  forces  that  he  must  keep 
them  in  their  present  positions,  which  are  the  Tejeria,  Medellin,  Paso  del  Toro, 
and  San  Juan  Loma  de  Piedra,  and  not  advance  them  any  further.  Should  this 
not  be  done,  I  shall  consider  hostilities  broken  out  and  war  declared  on  his  side ; 
in  which  event  I  shall  fulfil  the  sacred  duty  which  the  laws  of  my  country  impose 
on  me  as  general-in-chief  of  a  corps  d'arm^  destined  for  the  defence  of  the 
east. 

Accept,  &cc,f 

Liberty  and  reform. 

ZARAGM)ZA. 


[Enclosure  2  in  No.  67. — ^Translation.] 

The  Allied  Commanders  to  General  Zaragoza, 

Vera  Cruz,  February  10,  1862. 
The  generals  of  the  allied  troops  have  received  the  uncourteous  communica- 
tion of  General  Zaragoza.  It  is  written  in  an  aggressive  tone  that  nothing 
justifies,  and  on  that  account  they  abstain  from  answering  it  until  they  know 
the  determination  of  the  government  of  the  republic  relative  to  the  last  note 
which  the  representatives  of  the  allied  powers  have  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
them,  dated  yesterday. 

General  Zaragoza  will  act  as  he  may  deem  fit,  and  on  him  will  fall  the  respon- 
^  Bibility  of  his  acts. 

The  representatives  of  the  allied  powers,  in  the  said  note,  proposed  to  the 
government  of  the  republic  a  conference  between  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
and  the  general-in-chief  of  the  Spanish  troops,  which,  should  it  be  accepted,  is 
to  take  place  on  the  18th,  at  11  in  the  morning,  in  the  ''  Rancho  de  la  Purga," 
with  an  escort  of  honor  of  50  infantry  and  50  horse ;  but,  after  the  aggressive 
language  of  the  general  of  the  army  of  the  east,  the  generals  of  the  allied 
troops  desire  to  know  whether  the  said  conference  can  take  place  or  not  with 
the  proposed  escorts  of  honor. 

Beceive,  &c.  HUGH  DUNLOP. 

JURIEN  DE  LA  GRAVlfiRE, 
EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 


[Enclosure  3  in  No.  67.] 

The  Allied  Commissioners  to  General  Dohlado. 

Vera  Cruz,  le  11  Fevrier,  1862. 
Lea  BOOgsignds,  reprdsentants  dee  puissances  allides,  ont  Phonneur  de  trans- 
mettre  k  son  excellence  le  ministre  des  relations  extdrieures  de  la  rdpublique 
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Mexicaine,  copie  de  I'dtrange  communication  faite  par  le  Gdndral  Zaragoza  aux 
commandants-en-chef  des  forces  Anglaises,  Francises,  et  Espagnoles. 

La  forme  de  cette  communication  a  para  d'autant  plus  surprenante  aux  soiu- 
signds  que  leurs  troupes  n'ont  pas  fait  on  monvement  poor  francbir  les  limites 
ant^rieurement  convenues.  S'Us  avaient  suivi  leur  premiere  impulsion,  le  (Jen- 
dral  Zaragoza  aurait  sur  le  champ  re^u  le  ch4timent  mdrito  par  son  insolence  et 
gratuite  provocation :  mais,  persistant  dans  leur  ddsir  d'^yiter  an  Mexique  des 
ddsastres  d'une  lutte  dont  Tissue  ne  pent  6tre  douteuse,  ils  out  pn^fdr^  attendra 
encore  la  rdponse  du  General  Doblado-  k  la  demi^re  note  qui  lai  a  dtd  adress^ 
Gi-jointe  sous  le  No.  2  copie  de  la  rdponse  adressde  an  G^ndral  Zaragoza. 

En  presence  de  cet  incident  le  Gdndral  Doblado  devra  decider  si  la  confdroice 
propos^e  par  les  soussignds  dans  leur  note  du  9  courant  doit  avoir  lieu.  Sob 
excellence  aura  dgalement  k  leur  faire  oonnaitre  si,  dans  ce  cas,  le  gonvemement 
Mexicain  peut  assez  compter  sur  la  subordination  du  G^ndral  Zaragoza,  pour  se 
porter  garant  que  cet  officier  ne  commettra  pas  un  attentat  contraire  anx  ordres 
du  gouvemement  supreme. 

Les  soussignds,  &c.  C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 

HUGH  DUNLOP. 

JURIEN  DE  LA  GRAVlfiRE. 

DUBOIS  DE  SALIGNY. 

EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 


[TranBlation  ] 

Vera  Oeuz,  Fehruary  1 1,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  representatives  of  the  allied  powers,  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  Mexican 
republic  a  copy  of  the  strange  communication  made  by  (General  Zaragosa  to 
the  commanders-in-chief  of  the  British,  French,  and  Spanish  forces. 

The  form  of  this  communication  has  appeared  so  much  the  more  surprising  to 
the  undersigned,  that  their  troops  have  made  no  movement  towards  passing  the 
limits  originally  agreed  upon.  Had  they  obeyed  their  first  impulse  Grenend 
ZaragoEa  woula  have  met,  on  the  spot,  with  the  chastisement  he  merited  for  his 
insolence  and  gratuitous  provocation;  but  persisting  in  their  desire  to  avert  dis- 
asters from  Mexico  in  a  struggle  the  issue  of  which  cannot  be  doubted,  die? 
preferred  again  awaiting  the  reply  of  General  Doblado  to  the  last  note  whici 
has  been  addressed  to  him.  A  c<T^y  of  the  reply  which  has  been  addressed  to 
General  Zaragosa  is  annexed,  under  No.  2. 

With  regard  to  this  incident,  it  is  for  General  Doblado  to  decide  whether  the 
conference  proposed  by  the  undersigned  in  their  note  of  the  9th  instant  should 
take  place.  It  will  be  equally  for  his  excellency  to  inform  them  whether,  in 
such  case,  the  Mexican  government  can  sufficiently  reckon  on  the  subordination 
of  Greneral  Zaragoza,  to  guarantee  that  that  officer  will  not  attempt  anything 
contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  supreme  government 

The  undersigned,  &c« 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
HUGH  DUNLOP. 
JURIEN  DE  LA  GRAVlfiRE. 
DUBOIS  DE  SALIGNY. 
EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 
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No.  68. 
Sir  a  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

Vbha  Cruz,  February  17,  1862. 

My  Lord:  Our  ninth  conference,  which  took  place  on  the  14th  instant* 
opened  by  my  informing  the  commissioners  that  the  King  of  Italy  was  about  to 
send  out  here  an  expedition,  with  a  view  of  sustaining  the  claims  of  his  subjects 
against  the  Mexican  government. 

A  conversation  then  ensued  as  to  what  would  probably  take  place  at  the 
vxneeting  between  Greneral  Prim  and  Sefior  Doblado ;  and  Admiral  Jurien  de  la 
Gravidre  proposed,  in  the  event  of  said  meeting  failing  to  produce  the  desired 
result,  that  we  should  issue  a  proclamation  to  those  Mexicans  who  do  not  doubt 
in  the  good  intentions  of  the  allies.  The  draught  of  this  document  having  been 
read  out  to  the  commissioners  for  their  consideration,  was  then  laid  upon  the 
table. 

A  petition  was  next  referred  to  us  from  some  members  of  the  commercial 
body  here  complaining  of  the  manner  in  which  the  twenty  per  cent,  of  custom- 
house duties  now  collected  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  tnat  establishment  was 
levied.  This  petition  it  was  then  decid^  should  be  passed  to  the  administrative 
conmiission,  in  order  that  they  might  report  to  us  thereon 

The  conference  was  terminated  by  our  taking  into  consideration  a  project  for 
the  civil  administration  in  the  town  of  Vera  Cruz,  presented  by  the  commission 
of  consuls,  presided  over  by  the  governor  of  the  town,  which  project  was 
returned  to  said  commission,  with  a  view  of  their  adopting  some  alterations  we 
suggested,  in  order  that  it  might  again  be  submitted  to  us  in  its  amended  form 
for  our  findl  approbation. 

I  We,  &c.,  C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  69. 
Sir  a  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 


Vera  Cruz,  February  17,  1862. 

Mv  Lord  :  The  tenth  conference  was  held  on  the  15th  instant,  to  read  two 
letters  dated  the  13th  from  General  Doblado,  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  which  a 
special  courier  had  just  brought  down  from  the  city  of  Mexico. 

In  the  first,  which  was  in  reply  to  the  one  we  had  addressed  him  on  the  9th 
of  this  month,  he  informs  us  that,  with  the  President's  sanction,  he  accepts  the 
invitation  made  him  to  meet  General  Prim  on  the  18th  instant. 

In  the  second,  which  is  an  answer  to  ours  of  the  11th,  he  assures  us  that  the 
Mexican  government  has  full  confidence  in  the  subordination  of  General  Zara- 
goza,  who  will  not  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  proposed  meeting. 

Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re  having  expressed  the  desire  to  be  furnished 
with  an  account  of  the  operations  of  the  Vera  Gruz  custom-house  since  its  occu- 
pation by  the  Spaniards,  orders  were  issued  to  the  collector  to  furnish  a  report 
in  triplicate,  one  for  each  commissioner,  of  the  vessels  which  had  come  into  port 
since  that  date,  the  merchandise  imported,  and  of  the  duties  which  should  have 
been  recovered  thereon ;  together  with  an  approximate  calculation  of  the  dutiea 
that  will  be  recoverable  on  such  goods  as  are  now  in  bond,  as  well  as  of  the 
moneys  already  collected,  and  of  Uie  actual  expenditure  of  the  custom-house  up 
to  the  present  day. 

I  have,  &c.,  0.  LENNOX  WYKE, 

H.  Ex.  DoQ,  54 42 


658  PRESENT  CONDITION  OP  ME  S  ICO. 

[Enclosure  I  in  No   69.— Translation] 
General  Dohlado  to  the  Allied  Commtssioners. 

Mexico,  February  13,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  their  excellencies  the  com- 
missioners of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  addressed  to  him  on  the  9th 
instant  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  to  inform  them,  in  reply,  that  the  president  is 
willing  that  he  should  accept  the  invitation  for  a  conference,  as  mentioned  in  the 
above  note,  and  set  out  with  full  powers  for  Orizaba  to-morrow,  so  as  to  be  at 
the  place  of  meeting  fixed  upon  by  the  commissioners  on  the  19th  instant,  and 
receive  the  explanations  which  they  have  referred  to  in  their  communicatioD. 
The  19th  has  been  chosen  for  the  interview,  in  order  to  give  the  undersigned 
time  for  his  journey.  Should,  however,  any  unforeseen  accident  prevent  his 
coming  on  that  day,  he  will  take  care  duly  to  advise  their  excellencies. 

'^^p  undersigned,  &c. 

DOBLADO. 


[Eoclosare  2  io  No.  69. — Translation  ] 
General  Dohlado  to  the  Allied  Commisnoners. 

Mexico,  February  13,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  him  on  the  11th  instant 
by  the  commissioners  of  the  allied  powers,  and  to  inform  them,  in  reply,  that  hii 
government  do  not  consider  General  Zaragoza  will  be  guilty  of  insiibordination, 
and  that  consequently  there  is  no  reason  m  hatever  why  the  conference  between 
the  undersigned  and  his  excellency  the  Count  de  Reus  shoidd  not  take  place  in 
the  manner  and  at  the  spot  already  agreed  upon,  as  has  been  stated  in  a  separate 
note  to  their  excellencies  bearing  to-day's  date. 

The  undersigned,  &c. 

DOBLADQ. 


No.  70. 

Sir  a  Wyke  to  Earl  RutselL 

[Extract.] 

Vera  Cruz,  February  22,  1862. 

In  my  despatch  of  the  17th  instant  was  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the 
13th  from  General  Doblado,  accepting  the  invitation  we  had  made  for  an  inter- 
view between  himself  and  General  Prim,  who  was  duly  authorized  by  us  to  afford 
him  such  explanations  on  the  nature  of  our  intervention  as  he  might  require. 

This  interview  took  place  on  the  19th  instant  at  the  Mexican  headquarters  of 
the  Soledad,  and  resulted,  as  I  had  always  hoped  it  would  do,  in  giving  a  mnch 
more  favorable  turn  to  afiBfiirs  than  appeared  at  all  probable  a  few  days  before. 

General  Prim,  in  tYve  coTW^T^aXXs^xi  -wVvi^  ««ksjvva^,  'w«a  enabled  to  convince 
Sefior  Doblado  ttat  t\ie  raniot^\i^\i«AV^»x^  ^^  wa  ^\x!Mi.^Vwi.-^N^^^\s&j3t 
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lion  of  upsetting  the  present  government  and  establishing  a  monarchy  in  ita 
Btead  was  false;  that  we  were,  on  the  contrary,  bound  by  the  stipulations  of  the 
convention  of  the  31st  of  October  last  not  to  interfere  with  the  free  choice  of  the 
Mexicans  ill  the  form  of  their  government ;  and  that  neither  of  the  three  powers 
were  permitted  by  the  same  stipulations  to  seek  for  any  special  advantage  or 
influence  in  the  republic.  He  added  that  we  had  come  here  to  obtain  redress 
for  certain  grievances  complained  of  by  our  countrymen,  as  well  as  to  see  that 
due  and  proper  protection  was  afforded  to  them  and  to  their  property,  and  that 
if  such  was  given  to  them  by  the  present  government  there  was  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  remain  friends  instead  of  becoming  enemies.  Until,  however,  this 
was  done,  our  forces  must  remain  in  tlie  republic,  and  we  must  retain  possession 
of  the  material  guarantee  we  had  obtained  by  the  occupation  of  the  castle  and 
port  of  Vera  Cruz.  He  concluded  by  saying  that  in  the  meantime  we  required 
a  more  healthy  locality  for  our  troops,  and  that  consequently  their  march  up  to 
the  table-land  of  Cordova  must  take  place  at  once — he  hoped  peaceably  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Mexican  government;  but  in  the  event  of  that  being 
withheld,  we  should  force  the  passes  and  occupy  the  line  of  Cordova,  Orizaba, 
and  Jalapa. 

To  this  Senor  Doblado  replied,  that  after  this  frank  explanation  no  further 
doubt  as  to  our  intentions  could  be  entertained,  and  that  if  General  Prim  would 
consent  to  acknowledge,  in  the  name  of  himself  and  his  colleagues,  the  present 

fovernment  of  Mexico,  and  would  treat  with  them  for  the  settlement  of  pending 
ifferences,  they,  on  their  part,  would  consent  to  the  occupation  by  the  allied 
troops  of  the  towns  of  Cordova,  Orizaba,  and  Tehuacan,  the  latter  as  being 
better  situated  for  us  than  Jalapa. 

Having  thus  met  half-way  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  the  understanding  was 
soon  complete,  and  six  preliminary  articles  were  drawn  up  and  signed  by  both 
officers,  subject  to  our  ratification  on  the  one  side,  and  to  that  of  the  prei^ident  of 
the  republic  on  the  other. 

In  what  I  have  already  said  I  have  given  the  substance  of  the  first  three 
articles  of  this  agreement.  The  fourth  provides  for  the  case  in  which  our  ftiture 
negotiations  with  this  government  should  fail,  when  it  is  stipulated  that  the  allied 
forces  should  withdraw  one  day's  march  on  this  side  of  the  Ibrtified  passes  of  Chi- 
quihuiti  and  Cerro  Gordo,  which  are  considered  their  strongest  line  of  defence. 

Article  five  secures  the  safety  of  the  allied  hospitals  left  at  the  above-named 
towns,  which  are  placed  under  the  safeguard  of  the  Mexican  nation. 

It  is  agreed  by  article  six  that  the  Mexican  flag  shall  also  be  hoisted  in  the 
castle  and  town  of  Vera  Ciiiz  on  the  same  day  that  the  allied  troops  begin  their 
march  into  the  interior. 

This,  of  course,  will  in  no  way  interfere  with  our  military  occupation  and  pos- 
session of  both. 

Seiior  Doblado  intimated  a  desire  that  the  custom-house  should  be  returned  to 
the  Mexican  government,  subject,  however,  of  course,  to  the  charges  we  had  on 
it,  and  consented  to  the  appointment  of  interventors,  whose  duty  it  would  be  to 
see  that  such  charges  were  duly  levied  in  compliance  with  treaty  stipulations. 

To  this  proposal  General  Prim  .could  not  agree  without  having  the  sanction  of 
hia  colleagues,  and  therefore  it  was  left  for  future  consideration. 

He  returned  to  Vera  Cruz  from  this  interview  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  when 
a  meeting  was  held  at  his  house  to  submit  to  our  consideration  the  above-named 
six  preliminary  articles,  which  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  lordship's  information. 

Having  duly  approved  and  ratified  them,  they  were  at  once  sent  back  to  Senor 
Doblado,  who  despatched  them  on  the  following  morning  to  Mexico  for  the  presi- 
dent's ratification,  which,  it  is  hoped,  can  be  received  here  on  the  25th  instant. 

This  meeting  formed  our  twelfth  conference. 

The  decree  alluded  to,  which  gave  rise  to  some  discussion  in  the  above-named 
conierence,  is,  in  point  of  fact,  only  a  compQation  of  a  number  of  bygone  edicts 
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against  the  abettors  of  rebellion  and  foreign  invasion  in  general,  which  have  been 
put  together  and  once  more  brought  forward  for  the  present  occasion ;  so  that,  as 
It  will  probably  again  become  a  dead-letter,  we  thought  it  much  better,  on  the 
whole,  not  to  take  anj  serious  notice  of  it,  as,  by  doing  so,  we  should  only  be 
giving  undue  importance  to  that  which,  in  itself,  is  an  absurdity  from  the  exag- 
gerated severity  of  its  enactments. 

If  the  president  sanctions  the  agreement  entered  into  with  Senor  Doblado,  tlie 
allied  troops  begin  the  forward  movement,  as  sickness  amongst  them  is  hourlj 
increasing. 

This  has  taken  place  in  what  is  considered  as  the  healthy  season,  so  that  your 
lordship  may  imagine  what  the  mortality  would  be  when  the  hot  weather  regn- 
larly  sets  in  next  month. 


[Enclosure  1  in  No.  70.~Traiiglfttion  ] 
Preliminaries  agreed  on  between  the  Count  de  Reus  and  General  Doblado. 

1.  As  the  constitutional  government  which  at  present  rules  in  the  Mexican 
republic  has  made  known  to  the  commissioners  of  the  allied  powers  that  it  is  not 
in  want  of  the  help  that  they  have  so  benevolently  offered  to  the  Mexican  people, 
since  it  possesses  in  itself  the  elements  of  strength  and  of  public  opinion  suffi- 
cient to  preserve  itself  against  any  intestine  revolt  whatever,  the  allies  from  this 
time  enter  into  negotiations  ('*entran  en  el  terreno  de  los  tratados*')  in  order  to 
adjust  (*'formalizar")  all  the  claims  that  they  have  to  make  in  the  name  of  Uidr 
respective  nations. 

2.  Accordingly,  and  protesting,  as  do  protest  the  representatives  of  the  allied 
powers,  that  they  will  attempt  nothing  against  the  independence,  sovereignty, 
and  integrity  of  the  territory  of  the  repubuc,  the  negotiations  will  be  opened  in 
Orizaba,  to  which  city  will  repair  the  commissioners  and  two  of  the  ministers  of 
the  government  of  the  republic,  except  in  the  case  that  by  common  consent  it 
should  be  arranged  to  name  representatives  delegated  by  both  parties. 

3.  During  the  negotiations  the  forces  of  the  allied  powers  will  occupy  the 
towns  of  Cordova,  Orizaba,  and  Tehuacan,  with  their  natural  limits. 

4.  In  order  that  it  may  not,  in  the  most  remote  degree,  be  believed  that  the 
allies  have  signed  these  preliminaries  in  order  to  obtain  the  passage  of  the  forti- 
fied positions  garrisoned  by  the  Mexican  army,  it  is  stipulated  that  in  the  unfor- 
tunate event  of  the  negotiations  being  broken  off,  the  forces  of  the  allies  will 
retire  from  the  said  towns,  and  will  place  themselves  in  the  line  that  is  beyond 
the  said  fortifications,  on  the  Vera  Cruz  side ;  Paso  Ancho  on  the  Cordova  road, 
and  Paso  de  Ovejas  on  that  of  Jalapa,  being  the  principal  extreme  points. 

5.  Should  the  unfortunate  event  of  the  bretucing  off  of  negotiations  take 
place,  and  the  allied  troops  retire  to  the  line  indicated  in  the  preceding  article^ 
the  hospitals  that  the  allies  may  have  will  remain  under  the  protection  of  the 
Mexican  nation. 

6.  The  day  on  which  the  allied  troops  con^nence  their  march  to  occupy  tlie 
places  marked  out  in  the  3d  article,  the  Mexican  flag  shall  be  hoisted  in  the 
city  of  Vera  Cruz  and  on  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa. 

•La  Solbdad,  February  19,  1862. 


Approved. 

Approuv^  les  preliminaries  ci-dessus. 


EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 
MANUEL  DOBLADO. 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
HUGH  DUNLOP. 

E.  JURIEN. 

D,  DE  SALIGNY. 
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[EDclosore  2  in  No.  70.— Tranalation  ] 

Protocol  of  the  twelfth  conference  of  the  Allied  Commissioners. 

In  the  city  of  Vera  Craz,  at  11  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  19th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary of  1862,  being  assembled  their  excellencies  the  plenipotentiaries  and 
commanders  of  the  forces  of  the  allied  nations,  and  after  the  protocol  of  the 
preceding  conference  has  been  approved,  the  sitting  is  opened. 

The  Count  de  Reus  addresses  the  meeting,  in  order  to  give  an  account  to  his 
colleagues  of  what  had  taken  place  in  the  conference  that  he  had  had  that  very 
day,  the  19th,  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Mexico,  and  he  does  so  in 
the  following  terms : 

"  As  agreed  on,  I  started  from  Vera  Cruz  at  dawn,  on  my  way  to  Soledad ; 
at  a  league  from  the  said  place  Grenerals  Doblado  and  Zaragoza  were  waiting 
for  me  with  a  carriage,  and  I  continued  my  journey  with  those  gentlemen, 
escorted  by  a  squadron  of  Mexican  carabineers. 

"  As  soon  as  we  arrived  at  the  Soledad,  General  Doblado  and  I  went  to  a 
separate  dwelling,  and  began  our  conference. 

"  I  found  in  the  general  a  superior  and  intelligent  person,  and  of  very  good 
manners.  He  seemed  \o  me  to  be  a  man  well  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  his 
country,  and  I  believe  that  in  what  he  said  there  was  sincerity  and  frankness ; 
for  he  did  not,  as  other  persons  are  wont  to  do,  cry  up  to  me  the  excellencies  of 
his  country,  nor  the  superiority  of  the  political  party  to  which  he  belongs  ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  made  me  an  exact  description,  and  one  not  at  all  inspired  by 
passion,  of  the  position  of  the  republic. 

**  He  told  me,  in  short,  that  the  government  was  surrounded  by  difficulties 
from  the  sort  of  independence  that  exists  among  the  States,  whose  governors 
retusc  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  government  of  the  capital ;  from  the  excited 
state  of  public  feeling,  and  more  especially  in  the  present  case,  which  at  times 
prevents  the  government,  limited  as  it  is  in  its  authority,  from  dictating  the 
measures  which  the  situation  demands  and  prudence  counsels. 

"  He  observed  to  me  that  in  this  country,  for  a  long  time  disturbed  by  intes- 
tine revolts,  there  is  a  considerable  party,  composed  of  persons  who  have  no 
other  employment  but  war,  and  who,  accustomed  to  disorder  and  vandalism, 
will  with  difficulty  submit  themselves  to  a  policy  whose  object  would  be  to  aug- 
ment the  authority  of  the  government,  to  re-establish  peace,  and  strengthen 
order.  They  desire  war,  because  by  it  they  live,  and  with  it  they  thrive ;  and 
every  arrangement  that  should  depart  in  the  least  from  legality  will  be  a  suffi- 
cient pretext  for  them  to  rise  against  the  established  government. 

"  G^eral  Doblado  admitted  that  the  allied  powers  have  much  more  force  than 
is  necessary  in  order  to  impose  any  conditions  on  this  country,  which  is  so 
weakened  and  divided ;  and  he  owned  to  me  that  in  his  opinion,  and  in  that  of 
all  sensible  people,  the  military  elements  that  are  now  in  Vera  Cruz  suffice, 
and  more  than  suffice,  to  crumple  up  the  forces  that  the  Mexican  government 
TTOuld  be  able  to  oppose  to  them ;  but  the  sensible  men  are  in  a  minority,  and 
the  masses  which  constitute  the  immense  majority  do  not  allow  themselves  to 
be  guided  by  reasons,  but  by  their  passions.  They  have  seen  arrive  on  the 
Mexican  shores,  without  previous  declaration  of  war,  the  troops  of  the  allied 
nations,  which  have  taken  possession  of  a  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory,  and 
this  has  produced  in  the  country  an  excitement  which  it  will  be  very  difficult 
to  calm  down. 

"  The  government  desires  to  enter  into  pacific  arrangements,  and  believes  that 
it  will  be  able  to  do  so  easily,  if  the  foreign  governments  take  into  consideration 
what  is  due  to  that  of  the  republic,  and  do  not  force  it  to  sacrifice  its  feeling  of 
national  dignity.     If,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  forced  to  adopt  precipitately  measures 
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which  would  authorize  the  malcontents  to  accuse  it  of  treason  to  the  country, 
the  nation  would  again  fall  into  disorder  and  anarchy,  and  there  will  be  no 
means  for  any  party  to  form  a  strong  and  stable  government. 

"  It  is  necessary  t4)  give  time  to  the  majority  of  the  nation  to  persuade  itself 
that  the  allied  forces  do  not  come  with  a  view  to  attempt  anything  against  the 
independence  and  sovereignty  of  Mexico ;  it  is  necessary  to  destroy  the  bad 
effect  produced  in  the  country  by  the  false  rumors  that  have  been  published 
and  which  the  people,  in  its  ignorance,  has  received  as  true.  It  is  believed  by 
some  that  France  has  the  fixed  intention  of  establishing  a  monarchy,  and  othere 
give  out  as  certain  that  Spain  desires  to  re-establish  her  ancient  dominion  in  the 
republic.  If  the  belief  in  these  rumors  is  not  done  away  with,  the  ultras  of  all 
parties  will  resist  obstinately  any  arrangement  with  the  commanders  of  the 
forces  which  occupy  Vera  Cruz. 

"  If  the  allies  consent  to  make  a  solemn  declaration  contradicting'  these 
rumors ;  if  they  give  the  government  time  to  go  on  preparing  the  minds  and 
modifying  the  opinion  of  the  country,  the  government  is,  on  its  part,  decided  to 
do  everything  in  order  to  obtain  the  prompt  and  satisfactory  arrangement  of  the 
pending  differences.  As  the  principal  object  of  the  allied  expedition  is  to  demand 
reparation  for  injuries  and  the  fulfilment  of  treaties,  .as  the  government  oflfers 
to  do  whatever  may  be  just,  and  to  fulfil  all  its  obligations  with  the  allied 
powers,  seeing  that  the  intentions  of  England,  France,  and  Spain,  are  noble, 
generou^,  and  disinterested ;  and  taking  into  account  that  the  Mexican  nation 
does  not  accept  the  help  so  benevolently  offered  by  the  foreign  forces  in  order 
to  re-establish  peace  and  order,  inasmuch  as  the  present  government  has  at  it^ 
disposal  suflicient  means  to  obtain  these  results,  there  is  no  reason  to  oppose  to 
the  commencement  of  friendly  negotiations.  But,  before  entering  into  the  whole 
question,  it  would  be  proper  to  settle  some  preliminary  basis  which  would 
render  acceptable  to  the  country  the  entry  of  foreign  troops  into  the  interior  of 
the  country. 

"  To  these  reasons  of  General  Doblado  I  answered  that  indeed  our  govern- 
ments did  not  entertain  the  design  of  imposing  on  Mexico  a  form  of  government 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  country.  That  all  the  allied  commissioners  rep- 
resent nations  governed  by  constitutional  monarchies,  and  that  under  the 
shadow  of  this  system  England,  France,  and  Spain  prosper  and  grow  great; 
therefore,  if  counsel  were  asked  of  us,  we  should  recommend  constitutional 
monarchy  as  the  best  government,  but  in  no  way  will  we  attempt  to  force  outhe 
country  our  ideas  and  opinions. 

"  I  repelled  most  energetically  the  absurd  supposition  that  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment had  the  most  remote  pretension  to  rule  this  country.  I  gave  the  most 
formal  assurances  that  the  independence  and  integrity  of  the  republic  would  be 
respected;  and  I  stated  to  General  Doblado  that  the  present  administration 
possessed  unequivocal  proofs  of  our  having  regulated  our  conduct  in  accordance 
with  what  was  agreed  on  in  the  convention  of  London,  namely,  in  not  interfer- 
ing in  the  internal  policy  of  the  countrv,  and  in  treating  with  the  established 
government,  which  has  not  any  ground  of  complaint  against  us,  since  in  onr 
relations  with  it  we  have  taken  into  consideration  all  that  was  due  to  it.  After 
this  frank  explanation  on  both  sides  we  could  not  fail  to  agree  on  the  princi- 
pal points ;  we  had  only  to  settle  upon  the  form  best  suited  to  make  the 
preliminary  stipulations  acceptable  to  the  country. 

"  As  first  basis  General  Doblado  required  the  recognition  of  the  present  gov- 
ernment.    I  gave  him  to  understand  that  such  an  express  recognition  was  not 
Sossible,  of  which,  however,  the  present  government  had  no  need,   since  it 
eclares  that  it  possesses  suflicient  strength  to  constitute  itself  in  a  solid  and 
permanent  manner ;  with  which  reasons  I  succeeded  in  getting  General  Doblado 
to  desist  from  this  requirement. 
''  Without  opposing  the  slightest  difliculty,  I  consented  to  declare  that  nothing 
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ihould  be  atteihpted  against  the  sovereiguty,  independence,  and  integrity  of  the 
Mexican  nation — a  declaration  which  we  made  spontaneously  in  our  first  com- 
nunication  to  the  Mexican  government. 

*•  Afterwards  the  general  observed  to  me  that  if,  when  the  foreign  troops  had 
penetrated  peaceably  into  the  heart  of  the  country,  an  agreement  should  not  be 
mrived  at,  we  should  have  succeeded  in  rendering  useless  the  principal  means 
)f  defence  of  the  Mexican  government,  having  passed  as  friends  the  fortified 
loints  that  there  are  between  Vera  Cruz  and  the  towns  we  are  to  occupy.  I 
ussured  Sefior  Doblado  that  the  fortified  positions,  in  which  the  Mexicans  place 
luch  confidence,  were  obstacles  of  little  importance  to  our  troops ;  that  there- 
ore,  and  so  that  we  might  never,  nor  by  anybody,  be  accused  of  having  entered 
nto  the  country  in  a  perfidious  manner,  should  the  negotiations  happen  to  be 
)roken  oft*,  we  would  return  and  take  up  our  positions  beyond  the  fortified  line. 

"  The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  desired  to  settle  a  truce  or  term  within  which 
ve  should  not  be  able  to  make  use  of  our  arms  after  we  had  returned  and  occu- 
ned  our  former  positions ;  but  far  from  acceding  to  such  a  demand,  I  declared 
o  the  general  that  on  the  day  following  that  on  which  we  arrived  in  our  retro- 
grade movement  at  the  limit  marked  out  for  us,  we  should  take  possession  of  his 
o  much  vaunted  fortifications. 

"Although  it  had  been  intended  that  a  portion  of  the  allied  forces  should 
ake  up  their  positions  in  the  city  of  Jalapa,  General  Doblado  stated  that  as 
Cehnacan  was  on  the  same  road  as  Cordova  and  Orizaba,  and  nearer  to  this  last 
>lace  than  Jalapa,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  preferable  for  us  to  occupy  the  cities 
»f  Cordova,  Orizaba,  and  Tehuacan. 

**  Foreseeing  that  we  shall  have  to  form,  in  the  points  we  occupy,  hospitals 
v^hich  will  be  abandoned  the  day  that,  in  consequence  of  a  rupture,  we  evacuate 
he  said  towns,  I  desired  to  have  it  stated,  among  the  preliminary  stipulations, 
hat  the  hospitals  would  remain  under  the  protection  of  the  Mexican  nation ;  it 
(eemed  to  me  right  to  say  the  nation,  and  not  government,  in  order  to  prevent 
is  enemies  from  committing,  in  order  to  do  it  injury,  outrages  and  misdeeds,  the 
'esponsibility  of  which  falls  upon  it. 

"  In  conclusion,  General  Doblado  observed  to  me  that  the  country  in  general 
lad  taken  it  very  ill  that  the  Mexican  flag  should  have  disappeared  from  the 
own  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  from  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa ;  that  notwith- 
itanding  that  it  might  appear  a  puerile  demand)  the  majority  of  the  Mexicans 
lesired  ardently  that  the  national  flag  should  again  float  by  the  side  of  those 
>f  the  allied  nations. 

"  I  stated  to  General  Doblado  that,  strictly  speaking,  it  was  not  our  fault  that 
he  Mexican  flag  had  disappeared,  since  the  garrisons  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Ulloa, 
^rhen  they  abandoned  those  points  on  the  15th  December,  1861,  not  only  took 
vith  them  the  flags,  but  also  the  halliards.  As  already  among  ourselves  we  had 
ouched  upon  this  point,  it  having  reached  our  ears  that  for  the  Mexicans  it  was 
>f  the  greatest  importance,  whil&t  in  our  eyes  it  had  not  any  signification ;  taking 
ike  wise  into  account  that  w^e  are  about  to  occupy  peaceably  Mexican  towns, 
vhere  the  Mexican  flag  will  float  without  our  having  any  right  to  prevent  it,  it 
appeared  to  me  that  there  was  not  any  inconvenience  in  acceding  to  this  demand, 
certain  as  I  was  that  my  colleagues  were  of  the  same  opinion  as  myself. 

"After  having  agreed  upon  these  points,  Senor  Doblado  touched  upon  the 
idvantage  of  returning  the  custom-house  of  Vera  Cruz  to  the  Mexican  authori- 
ies ;  but  as  this  demand  had  not  been  foreseen,  and  although  in  our  hands  the 
•astom-house  produces  nothing,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  question  was  too 
prions  a  one  for  me  to  settle,  without  submitting' beforehand  this  incident  to  the 
consideration  of  my  colleagues. 

"  J  now  proceed  to  read  the  preliminary  stipulations  agreed  on  with  General 
Doblado,  so  that  the  commissioners  may  make  the  observations  and  (propose  the 
aodincations  that  they  may  deem  proper." 
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After  thepreliiniiiarifiB  have  been  read,  the  Frencb  minister  addreeses  the 
meeting,  ana  states  the  propriety  of  demanding  from  the  Mexican  govenunem 
the  abrogation  of  the  decree  of  the  25th  of  January,  by  which  all  the  penmifl 
composing  the  alUed  expedition  are  placed  beyond  the  pale  of  the  law. 

The  British  minister  reads  the  said  decree,  and  expresses  the  opinion  that  no 
importance  should  be  given  to  the  said  document,  of  which  the  conference  has 
no  official  knowledge. 

The  French  minister  does  not  believe  that  a  decree  in  which  the  penalty  of 
death  is  imposed  on  all  the  individuals  who  form  part  of  the  forces  which  now 
occupy  Vera  Cruz  and  its  neighborhood  is  of  so  little  importance,  and  that 
although  this  decree  has  not  been  officially  communicated  to  the  allied  commis- 
sioners, nobodv  is  ignorant  of  its  existence,  since  it  is  to  be  seen,  signed  by  the 
president,  in  the  Mexican  newspapers. 

Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re  is  of  opinion  that  if  the  abrogation  of  the  said 
decree  is  demanded  only  for  the  part  touching  the  allies,  they  would  be  sanc- 
tioning, up  to  a  certain  point,  the  oarbarous  enactments  which  have  reference  to 
the  native  and  foreign  persons  residing  in  the  country. 

The  French  minister  declares  that,  for  his  part,  he  does  not  entertain  any 
doubt  that  the  Mexican  government  would  abrogate  without  difficulty  the  enact- 
ments of  the  decree  in  question  in  what  touches  the  allied  forces  and  their  com- 
manders, reserving  to  themselves  the  power  of  re-establishing  them  should  the 
negotiations  be  broken  off.  He  desires  that  it  should  be  stated  that  he  has 
expressed  this  opinion,  but  that  if  none  of  his  colleagues  share  the  same,  he 
would  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  majority. 

The  admiral  points  out  that  this  abrogation  might  have  been  fittingly  de- 
manded at  the  time  that  the  decree  became  known;  but  after  having  ex<£anged 
with  the  government  several  communications,  in  which  not  tiie  slightest  mentioD 
was  made  of  it,  the  demand  appears  tardy  and  inopportune.  He  states,  nevei^ 
theless,  that  he  is  not  opposea  to  the  total  abrogation  of  the  decree  being  asked 
for ;  since  what  ought  to  be  avoided  is  that  individuals  residing  in  the  interior 
of  the  country,  and  whom  the  effects  of  the  decree  of  January  25  may  easily 
reach,  should  see  themselves  cKoosed  to  arbitrary  acts  of  barbarity  in  presence 
of  the  flags  of  three  nations  who  come  to  this  country  as  representatives  of 
civilization. 

Count  Saligny  observes  that  in  a  preceding  conference,  and  as  soon  as  he  knew 
of  the  decree,  he  called  the  attention  of  his  colleagues  to  this  document,  and  also 
pointed  out  that  it  was  proper  to  request  its  abrogation.  He  believes  that  without 
including  this  demand  in  the  preliminary  bases  the  complete  abrogation  of  the 
decree  can  be  asked  for,  the  government  retaining  the  power  of  dictating  another, 
from  which  may  be  excluded  every  barbarous  measure,  and  those  contrary  to 
humanity. 

Commodore  Dunlop  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  part  of  the  above-mentioned 
decree  which  refers  to  the  allies  becomes  null  and  void  from  the  moment  that 
the  government  enters  into  peaceable  negotiations  with  the  commanders  of  the 
foreign  forces. 

The  English  minister  asks  Count  de  Beus  to  explain'  to  him  the  condudinf 
part  of  the  second  article  of  the  preliminaries,  in  which  it  is  said  "  except  in  the 
case  that  by  common  consent  it  should  be  arranged  to  name  representatives 
delegated  by  both  parties.'' 

In  reply,  Comt  Keus  states  that  perhaps  there  will  be  questions  to  be  decided 
relating  to  details  of  little  importance,  in  which  case  the  commissioners  of  the 
aUied  powers  will  be  able  to  intrust  those  questions  of  less  importance  to  the 
examination  of  delegates  that  shall  be  namea  for  that  purpose. 

Admiral  Jurien  asks  if  the  Mexican  flag  will  have  to  be  saluted  when  it  is 
hoisted.  For  his  part,  he  thinks  that  such  a  salute  ought  not  to  be  made,  as  it 
would  appear  like  a  reparation. 
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Count  de  Reus  is  of  the  eame  opinion,  and  besides  remarks  that,  in  the  agree- 
ments in  which  reparations  are  stimulated,  it  is  generally  stated  that  on  the  flag 
being  hoisted  the  salute  due  to  it  shall  be  made ;  but  as  in  the  preliminary  bases 
agreed  on  with  General  Doblado  no  mention  whatever  is  made  of  the  salute, 
there  is  no  obligation  to  make  it,  and  with  so  much  more  reason  that  the  Spanish 
forces  on  entering  Vera  Cruz  did  not  find  any  flag. 

With  respect  to  the  question  of  the  custom-house,  the  French  minister,  before 
deciding,  wishes  again  to  consult  his  instructions. 

The  Count  de  Reus  states  that  the  instructions  of  the  Spanish  government 
direct,  in  a  decisive  manner,  that  the  custom-houses  are  to  be  occupied;  but, 
seeing  the  inefficacy  of  this  occupation,  which  has  caused  the  military  chest  of 
the  Spanish  army  to  disburse,  up  to  the  present  date,  $8,000,  he  considers  him- 
self authorized  to  adopt  any  -measure  which  does  not  give  negative  results. 

Count  de  Saligny  thinks  that  the  ^ving  over  of  the  custom-house  to  the 
Mexican  authorities  would  be  a  step  backwards,  and  would  have  a  very  bad 
effect  in  Europe. 

The  British  minister  is  of  opinion  that  if  delegates  or  interventors  of  the 
three  nations  are  established,  with  the  faculties  to  supervise  all  the  operations 
of  the  custom-house,  the  allied  governments  cannot  but  approve  of  this  measure, 
which  will  be  in  entire  accordance  with  the  stipulations  of  the  convention  of 
London. 

The  French  minister  thinks  that  in  this  case  it  will  be  not  only  prudent,  but 
necessary,  that  the  Mexican  government  should  engage  not  to  establish  interior 
custom-houses. 

Count  de  Reus  and  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re  observe  upon  the  necessity 
of  securing,  in  case  of  the  giving  up  of  the  custom-house,  the  importation,  free 
of  all  duty,  of  the  provisions  and  articles  destined  for  the  expedition. 

Count  de  Reus  remarks  that  perhaps  there  would  be  frauds  and  abuses ;  to 
which  M.  de  Saligny  replies  that  the  intervention  of  the  foreign  delegates  ought 
to  be  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  no  illegal  act  will  be  committed  with  impunity. 

All  the  commissioners  approve,  without  any  modification,  of  the  six  articles 
contained  in  the  draft  of  preliminary  bases  presented  by  Count  de  Reus,  of 
which  four  copies  are  made,  which  after  having  been  signed  by  the  Count  de 
Reus,  and  ratified  by  his  four  colleagues,  are  sent  immediately  by  an  officer 
commissioned  for  the  purpose  to  General  Doblado,  in  order  that  he  may  sign 
them,  and  return  three  of  them,  one  for  each  mission. 

The  settlement  of  the  other  points  remains  pending  for  another  conference. 

The  sitting  is  raised  without  fixing  a  day  for  the  next  one. 


No.  71. 
iSiV  C  Wyke  to  Earl  RusselL 

[Extract.] 

Vera  Cruz,  Fehruary  23,  1862. 

The  views  of  Mr.  Corwin,  with  reference  to  th6  respective  positions  of  Juarez 
and  Doblado,  coincide  with  my  own,  and  convince  me  that  a  government  repre- 
senting the  two  principles  they  personify,  affords  the  best  reflection  of  public 
opinion  to  be  found  in  this  unfortunate  country. 

Juarez  is  still  looked  up  to  as  embodying  a  principle  which  the  liberal  party 
has  fought  a  three  years'  war  to  maintain. 

If  Doblado  relies  on  the  moral  support  he  might  derive  by  accepting  our 
intervention  in  a  friendly  spirit,  then  he  may  succeed  in  re-eetablishing  order 
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and  respect  for  life  and  property;  and  that  once  done,  the  resources  of  the 
country  are  so  great  that  it  would  soon  right  itself,  and  its  government  be 
enabled  eventually  to  fulfil  all  their  engagements,  thus  relieving  us  from  a  task 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  we  should  find  both  hazardous  and  difficult 
to  perform,  without  the  presence  of  an  armed  force  here  much  more  considerable 
than  the  one  we  now  have  at  our  command. 


No.  72. 
Sir  a  Wyke  to  Earl  Russdl 

Vera  Cruz,  February  26,  1862. 

My  Lord:  At  the  thirteenth  conference,  held  on  the  24th  instant,  we  finally 
approved  of  the  report  drawn  up  by  the  consuls  for  the  civil  administration 
of  the  town,  which  I  have  herewith  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  your  lordship's 
information,  as  it  also  fixes  the  attributions  of  the  English  and  French  vaXet- 
ventors,  who  are  to  watch  over  and  regulate,  to  a  certain  degree,  the  operations 
of  the  custom-house  here. 

A  second  report  from  the  same  functionaries,  recommending  an  assignment  of 
20  per  cent,  on  import  duties,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  its  administration, 
was  also  read  and  approved  of  by  the  commissioners. 

We  are  naturally  anxious  to  hand  over  the  custom-house  and  civil  adminis- 
tration of  the  town  to  the  Mexican  authorises,  if  we  can  do  so  on  terms  that 
will  duly  guarantee  the  protection  of  our  interests. 

The  present  interregnum  is  highly  objectionable  in  many  respects,  as  it  com- 
promises the  legality  of  every  act  now  performed  here,  besides  crippling  trade 
and  diminishing  the  receipts  of  the  custom-house,  which  have  fallen  oflf  con- 
siderably since  the  occupation  of  this  place  by  the  allied  forces. 

The  adopted  reports  were  then  ordered  to  be  passed  to  the  governor  of  the 
town,  and  the  conference  closed  by  the  French  admiral  announcing  that  he 
meant  to  march  with  the  French  contingent  into  the  interior  of  the  country  (» 
the  26th  instant,  in  virtue  of  the  agreement  come  to  between  Senor  Doblado 
and  G-eueral  Prim,  which  we  have  since  learnt  has  been  duly  ratified  by  the 
president  of  the  republic. 

General  Prim  and  Commodore  Dunlop  will  start  three  or  four  days  later. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


[Enclosure  in  No.  72.] 

Regulations  Jor  the  civil  administration  of  Vera  Cruz. 

En  attendant  qu'il  soit  fait  avec  le  gouvemement  Mexicain  une  convention 
sur  Toccupation  du  territoire  de  la  rdpublique  par  les  forces  des  puissances 
alliees,  les  dispositions  qui  suivent  auront  force  de  loi : 

Article  1.  La  presence  des  troupes  alliees  sur  le  territoire  Mexicain  con- 
stituant  une  occupation  et  non  une  prise  de  possession,  les  lois  du  pays  testeront 
en  vigueur,  sauf  les  modifications  qu'il  y  aura  lieu  d'y  introduire  a  cause  de 
cette  situation  exceptionnelle. 


PRESENT   CONDITION   OP     MEXICO.  667 


Organisation  des  pouvoirs  civils  et  administratifs. 

Art.  2.  Le  gouvernement  civil  de  Vera  Cruz  sera  exerce  p^  un  officier 
Bupdrieur  Espagnol  qui  aura  seul  le  pouvoir  executif,  mais  ne  pourra  prendre 
aucune  decisiou  reglemcntaire  en  tout  ce  qui  ne  sera  pas  relatif  aux  operations 
militaires. 

Art.  3.  II  sera  dtabli  aupr^s  du  gouvernement  local  une  commission  adminis- 
trative; les  fonctions  de  membre  de  cette  commission  seront  gratuites. 

Art.  4.  La  commission  administrative  se  composera  du  gouverneur,  du 
consul  du  France,  du  consul  d'Espagne,  du  vice-consul  de  la  Grande  Bretagne. 

La  prdsidence  appartiendra  au  gouverneur  et  en  son  absence  au  consul  de 
France  comme  doyen. 

Les  dt^libdrations  seront  prises  k  la  plurality  des  votes. 

Toutcs  les  fois  que  le  consul  d'Espagne  participera  aux  deliberations,  le 
gouverneur  n'aura  que  voix  consultative. 

Art.  5.  La  commission  administrative  aura  pouvoir  de  modifier  toutes  les  lois 
en  vigueur  qui  ne  repondraient  pas  aux  exigences  de  la  situation,  de  dccr^ter 
telles  nouvelles  dispositions  qu'elle  jugera  utiles,  abrogeant  celles  deja  existantes, 
de  voter  les  impdts  et  de  faire  tons  les  reglements  de  police,  d'administration  et 
autres  que  les  circonstances  rendront  necessaires.  EUe  fixera  les  traitements, 
les  augmentera  ou  les  diminuera  suivant  les  circonstances,  c*est-a-dire,  les 
ressources  du  trtsor  et  les  besoins  du  service,  sauf  les  dispositions  exception- 
nelles  relatives  a  la  douane  et  contenue  dans  Particle  ci-apr^s. 

Le  gouverneur,  d*accord  avec  la  commission,  nommera  et  revoquera  tons  les 
employes  autres  que  les  chefs  de  service  commissionn(?s  par  la  conference  des 
representants  des  puissances  allides. 

La  nomination  et  revocation  des  expdditionnaires  autres  que  ceux  de  la  douane 
appartiendra  au  gouverneur  seul. 

Art.  6.  L'ayuntamiento  conservera  tons  les  droits  et  immunitf^s  que  lui 
octroy  en  t  les  lois  Mexicaines. 

Les  traitements  civils  de  tous  degres  et  la  cour  supreme  sont  maintenus  avec 
toute  I'etendue  de  juridiction  que  leur  concede  la  loi  du  pays. 

Art.  7.  En  conformity  de  Varticle  6  qui  precede,  les  membres  de  Tayunta- 
miento  deja  elus  par  la  population,  les  juges,  et  les  magistrats,  peuvent  reprendre 
leurs  fonctions. 

Art.  8.  Dans  le  cas  ou  les  membres  de  Tayuntamiento,  les  juges  civils  de 
tous  degres,  et  les  magistrats  de  la  cour  supreme  de  Vera  Cruz,  ne  viendraient 
pas  dans  un  dolai  moral  reprendre  leurs  fonctions,  il  sera  proced6  comme  suit. 

L'ayuntamiento  sera  remplace  par  une  junte  municipale  qui  aura  tous  les 
pouvoirs  muuicipaux. 

Le  juge  de  premiere  instance  sera  suppldd  aux  termes  de  la  loi  par  le  premier 
alcalde  ou  celui  qui  en  remplira  les  fonctions;  il  nommera  un  greffier,  si  le 
titulaire  ne  se  prdsente  pas. 

A  ddfaut  de  membres  de  la  cour  supreme  les  demandes  en  appel  seront  jugees 
en  dernier  ressort  sans  recours  ni  opposition  par  trois  ai*bitres,  dont  deux  nommds 
par  les  parties,  et  le  troisieme  ddsigne  par  la  commission  administrative. 

Art.  9.  Le  tribunal  de  commerce  tel  qu'il  se  trouve  constitue,  c*est-a-dire,  de 
n^gociants  et  sans  intervention  de  juge,  est  maintenu,  et  les  sentences  qu*il 
rendra  seront  exdcutoires  dans  les  limites  de  la  competence  fixee  par  les  lois  de 
la  mati^re. 

Art.  10.  Si  Tdtat  de  si^ge  n'dtait  pas  declare,  tous  les  crimes  et  ddlits  commis 
8ur  le  territoire  de  la  jurisdiction  de  Vera  Cruz,  sauf  ceux  commis  par  ou  contre 
des  militaires  qui  ressortiront  des  conseils  de  guerre  compdtents,  seront  juges 
par  un  jury  sous  la  prdsidence  du  juge  criminel,  ou  de  celui  appeld  k  la  rem- 
placer  si  le  titulaire  ne  reprend  pas  ses  fonctions. 
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Le  jury  d^larera  seulement  apr^s  audition  des  tdmoins  et  les  debate  contra- 
dictoires  si  Paccosd  est  coupable  et  k  quel  degi^,  ou  si  il  u'est  pas  reconna 
coupable. 

Dans  le  premier  cas  les  juge  appliquera  la  peine  port^  par  le  code  Mexicain, 
dans  le  second  il  absoudra  Taccusd. 

La  composition  du  jury  et  la  forme  de  la  procedure  k  suivre  seront  cftablies 
par  un  rdglement  qui  sera  dressd  ult<^rieurement. 

Les  fonctions  de  jurd  seront  obligatoires. 

Art.  11.  L'administration  des  postes  se  composera  provisoirement  d'un  direc- 
teur  d'un  interventeur,  et  de  deux  distributeurs  payes  sur  les  revenus  de  cette 
administration.    Leurs  traitements  seront  fix^s  par  la  commission  administratire. 

Art.  12.  Les  revenus  publics  k  percovoir  k  Vera  Cruz  appartiennent  soit  i 
la  municipality,  soit  k  Petat,  soit  k  la  confederation. 

Les  premiers  seront  per9us  par  le  tr^sorier  de  Tayuntamiento,  qui  sera  warn 
chargd  de  collector  ceux  de  Tetat;  si  cette  corporation  refusait  k  son  tr^sorier 
I'autorisation  de  se  cbarger  de  cette  perception  il  sera  nomm^  par  la  commissios 
administrative  un  coUecteur  special. 

La  perception  des  revenus  de  la  confederation,  qui  se  composent  pour  le 
moment  des  recettes  de  la  poste  et  de  la  douane  maritime,  s'effectuera  la  premiere 
par  les  soins  du  directeur  des  postes,  la  seconde  comme  il  sera  etabli  ci-api^ 
aux  articles  15,  16,  17,  18,  et  19. 

Art.  13.  Tons  les  comptables  des  deniers  publics  seront  tenus  de  remcttre 
chaque  mois  k  la  conmiission  administrative  un  etat  des  recettes,  et  un  ^tat  des 
depenses  avec  les  ordonnancements  de  paiements  faits  par  le  gouvemeur,  et  les 
pieces  justificatives  de  ce  paiement. 

Art.  14.  Les  d^penses  municipales  seront  supportees  par  les  revenus  muni- 
cipaux  et  les  d^penses  de  Tetat  sur  les  fonds  de  I'etat. 

Les  traitements  du  gouvemeur,  de  son  secretaire,  de  ses  employes,  des  jogesi 
et  autres  fonctionnaires  de  I'etat,  sont  compris  dans  ce  dernier  cbapitre. 

Le  traitement  du  gouvemeur  est  fixe  a  200  piastres  par  mois,  celui  de  son 
secretaire  li  100  piastres. 

Adminutralion  des  douanes. 

Art.  15.  La  perception  des  recettes  de  la  douane  maritime  de  Vera  Croz 
sera  operee  par  Vadministrateur  espagnol  commissionne  au  nom  des  represen- 
tants  aes  puissances  alliees. 

Art.  16.  Deux  deiegues,  Pun  Fran^ais  Pantre  Anglais,  exerceront  aupres  de 
la  douane  maritime  et  du  resguardo  de  Vera  Cruz  les  fonctions  de  contrdleur 
inspecteur. 

lis  seront  done  charges  de  surveiller  les  recettes  et  les  depenses  de  radminiS' 
tration.  A  cet  effet  lis  prendront  part,  quoique  indirectement,  k  cette  adminb- 
tration,  leurs  droits  d'intervention  allant  aussi  loin,  sauf  rapplication  da  tariC 
que  les  attributions  de  I'administrateur. 

Dans  le  but  de  surveiller  les  recettes  ils  se  feront  presenter  au  bureau  do 
contr61e  aui  leur  sera  affecte  dans  le  local  de  Tadministration,  les  livres  coarants 
et  joumatiers,  grands  livres,  registres,  facteurs,  feuilles  d'expedition,  et  tons 
documents  qu'ils  jugeront  utiles  pour  les  eclairer  dans  leur  mission. 

L'administrateur  sera  mSme  tenu  de  leur  donner  des  explications,  quand  fls 
les  reclameront.     Ils  auront  aussi  le  droit  d'inspecter  les  actes  du  r^^sguardo. 

lis  demanderont  et  obtiendront  la  revocation  de  tous  employes  dont  la  con- 
duite  presente  on  passee  ne  leur  offrirait  pas  de  suffisantes  garanties  de  morality 

Us  jugeront  avec  Tadministrateur  toutes  les  questions  de  saisie  de  roarchan- 
dises  quel  qu'en  soit  la  cause,  et  aussi  celles  relatives  &  la  classification  des 
marcbandises  si  la  contestation  est  d'importance. 
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lis  interviendront  en  un  mot  dans  tontes  les  circonstances  oii  ils  croiront  leur 
intervention  utile  sans  que  Tadministrateur  puisse  leur  contester  ce  droit. 

Dans  Ic  but  de  surveuler  la  d^pense  il  leur  sera  remis  copie  du  budget  des 
d^penses  arr^te  conform^ment  au  paragraphe  ci-apr^s  et  a  rarticle  18.  Les 
pieces  justificatives  k  Tappui  des  ddpenses  leur  seront  dgalement  produites. 

Dans  les  cas  ou  il  7  aurait  des  ddpenses  imprdvues,  elles  ne  pourront  ^tre 
£Eutes  par  Tadministrateur  qu'apres  s'etre  mis  d 'accord  avec  les  d^ldguds. 

Les  deldguds  seront  aidds  dans  Texercice  de  leurs  fonctions  d'un  secretaire 
special  nommd  par  eux. 

Leurs  fonctions  commenceront  par  la  revision  des  comptes  k  partir  du  1  Jan- 
vier, 1862. 

Art.  17.  II  sera  procddd  chaque  mois  k  une  liquidation  des  recettes  et  des 
ddpenses,  et  I'exc^dant  de  ces  recettes,  les  depenses  de  Tadministration  payees, 
sera  versd  dans  une  caisse  fermant  k  trois  clefs  diffdrentes,  dont  une  restera  entre 
les  mains  4,6  I'administrateur  et  les  deux  autres  seront  remises  k  chacun  des 
deldgu^s  de  maniere  k  ce  que  la  dite  caisse  ne  puisse  6tre  ouverte  qu'en  presence 
des  trois. 

II  sera  tenu  un  livre  exact  des  entries  et  des  sorties  de  la  caisse. 

Quant  k  la  caisse  courante  du  mois*  elle  restera  entre  les  mains  de  I'adminis- 
tiateur,  qui  en  sera  responsable. 

Art.  18.  II  ne  sera  rien  changd  k  Torganisation  du  personnel  de  la  douane 
maritime  et  du  resguardo.  II  sera  aliond  aux  employes  en  exercice  les  traite- 
ments  fixes  par  le  gouvemement  Mexicain. 

II  sera  attribud  k  chaque  d^legud  les  honoraires  de  **  oficial  primero,"  et  au 
secretaire  ceux  de  *'  oficial  segundo." 

Ces  divers  traitements  seront  paydes  sur  les  rdcettes  de  la  douane. 

L'administrateur  devra  dans  un  but  d'dconomie,  si  les  ddldguds  le  jugent  k 
propos,  supprimer  les  postes  inutiles,  comme  aussi  diminuer  les  traitements 
ci-dessus  fixds. 

Art.  19.  La  quotitd  des  droits  k  payer  au  comptant  lors  du  dddouanement  des 
marchandises  sera  fixee  par  Tadministration  et  les  deux  ddldguds. 

Notaires, 

Art.  20.  Si  les  notaires  publics  ne  viennent  pas  exercer  leur  ministers  les 
sjctea  sous  seings  privds,  dcrits  sur  papier  libre  enregistres  au  greffe  du  tribunal 
d.e  premiere  instance  sur  un  fegistre  spdcial,  seront  reputes  autnentiques. 

Etat  civil, 

ARt.  21.  Les  fonctions  d'officier  de  Tetat  civil  seront,  en  Tabsence  du 
magistrat  qui  en  est  chargd,  remplies  provisoirement  par  le  troisi^me  alcalde  ou 
la  personne  qui  en  tiendra  lieu. 

Competence  exceptionneUe  dannee  d  la  commission  administrative. 

Art.  22  et  dernier.  Si  la  pratique  des  affaires  ddmontrait  que  quelque 
omission  eiit  ^t^  faite  dans  le  prdsent  r^glement,  comme  si  la  sdcuritd  public 
obligeait  des  modifications  d'urgence,  Tinitiative  des  propositions  pour  ces 
additions  ou  modifications  reviendrait  k  la  commission  administrative;  ces 
propositions  aurait  force  d'exdcution  provisoire  si  elled  dtaient  d'urgence  et  qu'il 
y  e6t  imnossibilitd  d'en  rdferer  k  la  conference  de  pl^nipotentiaires  des  puis- 
aances  allides. 
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[Translation.] 

Until  a  convention  is  concluded  with  the  Mexican  government  on  tbe  subject 
of  the  occupation  of  the  territory  of  the  republic  by  the  allied  powers,  the 
following  regulations  shall  have  the  force  of  law: 

Article  1.  The  presence  of  the  allied  troops  on  Mexican  territory  consti- 
tuting an  occupation,  and  not  a  forcible  seizure,  the  laws  of  the  country  shall 
remain  in  force,  with  the  exception  of  such  modifications  as  it  may  be  necessary 
to  introduce  on  account  of  the  exceptional  nature  of  the  situation. 

Organization  of  the  civil  and  administrative  powers. 

Art.  2.  The  civil  government  of  Vera  Cruz  will  be  administered  by  a  supe- 
rior Spanish  officer,  who  alone  will  possess  the  executive  power,  but  who  will 
not  be  able  to  give  any  mling  decision  in  anything  not  relating,  to  military 
operations. 

Art.  3.  There  will  be  established,  in  conjunction  with  the  local  government, 
an  administrative  commission ;  the  duties  of  the  members  of  this  commission 
will  be  gratuitous. 

Art.  4.  The  administrative  commission  will  be  composed  of  the  governor, 
the  consul  of  France,  the  consul  of  Spain,  and  the  vice-consul  of  £ngland. 

The  precedence  will  belong  to  the  governor,  and  in  his  absence  to  the  consul 
of  France,  as  senior. 

Consultations  will  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes. 

Whenever  the  Spanish  consul  shall  take  part  in  the  consultations,  the  gov- 
ernor will  only  have  a  consulting  voice. 

Art.  5.  The  administrative  commission  will  have  power  to  modify  all  laws 
in  force  which  may  not  suit  the  exigencies  of  the  situation,  and  to  make  such 
new  provisions  as  they  may  judge  convenient,  annulling  those  already  in  exist- 
ence, and  to  vote  taxes,  and  to  make  all  regulations  of  police  administration, 
and  others,  which  circumstances  may  render  necessary. 

It  will  fix  the  salaries,  diminishing  or  increasing  them  according  to  circum- 
stances, that  is  to  say,  the  resources  of  the  treasury  and  the  money  needful  for 
the  service,  excepting  the  exceptional  provisions  relating  to  customs,  which  are 
set  forth  in  the  following  article. 

The  governor,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  commission,  will  nominate  and 
discharge  all  employes,  except  the  chiefs  of  the  service,  appointed  at  the  con- 
ference of  the  representatives  of  the  allied  powers. 

The  nomination  and  discharge  of  functionaries  other  than  those  of  the  cus- 
toms will  belong  to  the  governor  alone. 

Art.  6.  The  ayuntamiento  will  retain  all  the  rights  and  immunities  which 
the  Mexican  laws  grant  it. 

Civil  appointments  of  all  degrees,  and  the  supreme  court,  are  maintained 
with  all  the  extent  of  jurisdiction  allowed  them  by  the  law  of  the  country. 

AkT.  7.  In  conformity  with  the  foregoing  article  6,  the  members  of  the  ayun- 
tamiento already  elected  by  the  people,  the  judges,  and  the  ma^atrates,  can 
resume  their  functions. 

Art.  8.  In  the  event  of  members  of  the  ayuntamiento,  civil  judges  of  all 
degrees,  and  magistrates  of  the  supreme  court  of  Vera  Cruz,  not  coming  after  a 
certain  time  to  resimie  their  duties,  the  following  will  be  the  course  of  proceed- 
ing: 

The  ayuntamiento  will  be  replaced  by  a  municipal  council,  which  will  possess 
all  municipal  powers. 

The  place  of  the  chief  judge  will  be  supplied  in  accordance  with  the  law  by 
the  chief  alcalde,  or  the  person  who  fulfils  his  duty;  he  will  appoint  a  registrar^ 
if  be  who  holds  that  office  does  not  appear. 
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In  default  of  members  of  the  supreme  court,  appeals  will  be  finally  judged, 
without  any  further  litigation  or  pleading,  by  three  arbitrators,  of  whom  two 
will  be  named  by  the  parties,  and  the  third  by  the  administrative  commission. 
Art.  9.  The  tribunal  of  commerce,  as  it  is  now  constituted,  that  is  to  say,  of 
merchants,  and  without  the  intervention  of  a  judge,  is  maintained,  and  its  de- 
crees will  be  enforced  within  the  limits  of  jurisdiction  fixed  by  the  laws  upon  the 
subject. 

Art.  10.  If  a  state  of  siege  is  not  declared,  all  crimes  and  misdemeanors 
committed  within  the  temtory  and  jurisdiction  of  Vera  Cruz  (except  those  com- 
mitted by  or  against  soldiers,  which  will  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  compe- 
tent councils  of  war)  will  be  tried  by  a  jury  under  the  presidence  of  the 
criminal  judge,  or  by  the  person  who  replaces  him,  if  the  judge  does  not 
resume  his  duties. 

The  jury  will  find  whether  the  accused  is  guilty,  and  to  what  extent,  or 
whether  he  is  not  held  guilty,  only  after  hearing  the  witnesses  and  discussion 
on  both  sides. 

In  the  first  instance,  the  judge  will  inflict  the  penalty  fixed  by  the  Mexican 
code ;  in  the  second,  he  will  acquit  the  accused.  • 

The  composition  of  the  jury,  and  the  form  of  proceedings  to  follow,  will  be 
established  by  a  regulation  which  will  be  prepared  hereafter. 
The  duties  of  jurymen  will  be  compulsory. 

Art.  11.  The  postal  establishment  will  be  composed  provisionally  of  a 
director,  an  assistant,  and  two  carriers,  paid  out  of  the  revenues  of  that  estab- 
lishment.    Their  salaries  will  be  fixed  by  the  administrative  commission. 

Art.  12.  The  public  revenues*  to  be  collected  at  Vera  Cruz  belong,  as  the 
case  may  be,  to  the  municipality,  to  the  state,  or  to  the  confederation. 

The  first  will  be  collected  by  the  treasurer  of  the  ayuntamiento,  who  will  be 
also  intrusted  with  the  collection  of  those  of  the  state ;  if  that  corporation 
should  refuse  to  authorize  their  treasurer  to  collect  these  tuxes,  a  special  collector 
will  be  appointed  by  the  administrative  commission. 

The  collection  of  the  taxes  of  the  confederation,  which  for  the  present  will 
consist  of  the  receipts  of  the  post  office  and  the  customs,  will  be  managed,  the 
first  by  the  director  of  the  post  office,  the  second  as  set  forth  in  articles  15,  16, 
17,  18,  and  19. 

Art.  13.  All  those  responsible  for  the  public  money  will  be  bound  to  furnish 
every  month  to  the  administrative  commission  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
a  statement  of  the  expenditure,  with  the  orders  of  payment  given  by  the 
governor,  and  the  vouchers  of  such  payment. 

Art.  14.  The  municipal  expenses  will  be  borne  by  the  municipal  revenues^ 
and  the  expenses  of  the  State  by  the  funds  of  the  State. 

The  salaries  of  the  governor,  his  secretaries,  and  his  employes,  of  the  judges, 
and  other  officers  of  the  State,  are  included  in  the  last  clause. 

The  salary  of  the  governor  is  fixed  at  200  piastres  per  month,  and  that  of 
his  secretary  at  100  piastres. 

The  administration  of  customs. 

Art.  15.  The  collection  of  custom-house  receipts  at  Vera  Cruz  will  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Spanish  manager,  appointed  in  the  name  of  the  representatives 
of  the  allied  powers. 

Art.  16.  Two  deputies,  one  French  and  the  other  English,  will  exercise  the 
functions  of  controlling  inspectors  over  the  custom-house  and  coast  guard  of 
Vera  Cruz. 

They  will,  therefore,  have  to  examine  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  that 
administration.  And  for  that  purpose  they  will  take  part,  though  indirectly,  in 
that  administration ;  their  right  of  superintendence,  except  as  to  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  tariff,  going  as  far  as  those  of  the  manager. 
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In  order  to  superintend  the  receipts,  they  will  cause  to  be  presented  to  them 
in  the  office  which  will  be  assigned  to  them  in  the  department,  the  day  hooks, 
journals,  registers,  ledgers,  shipping  papers,  and  all  documents  which  thej  maj 
judge  needfal  to  enable  them  to  perform  their  duty. 

The  manager  will  be  bound  to  ^ve  them  any  explanations  they  may  de- 
mand.   They  will  also  have  a  right  to  inspect  the  actions  of  the  coast  guard. 

They  will  demand  and  obtain  the  discharge  of  all  employes  whose  conduct, 
past  or  present,  does  not  seem  to  them  to  give  sufficient  guarantee  for  their  good 
conduct. 

They  will  decide  with  the  manager  all  questions  of  seizure  of  goods,  whatever 
may  be  the  cause  of  such  seizure,  and  also  those  relating  to  the  claasification  of 
goods,  if  the  question  is  important. 

In  a  word,  they  will  interpose  in  all  cases  where  they  may  think  their  inter- 
vention necessary,  without  the  manager  being  able  to  contest  their  right  of 
doing  so. 

In  order  to  examine  the  expenditure,  a  copy  of  the  statement  of  expeneee, 
drawn  up  in  conformity  with  the  following  paragraph  and  article  18  will  be 
given  them.    The  vouchers  certifying  the  expenses  will  be  also  shown  to  them. 

In  the  case  of  expenses  not  already  provided  for,  they  cannot  be  made  by  the 
manager  without  his  having  first  consulted  the  deputies. 

The  deputies  will  be  assisted  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  by  a  special 
secretary  appointed  by  themselves. 

Their  duties  will  commence  with  the  revision  of  the  accounts  from  January  1, 
1862. 

Art.  17.  Every  month  a  balance  of  the  refteipts  and  expenses  will  be  made, 
and  the  overplus  of  these  receipts,  after  paying  the  expenses  of  the  administn- 
tion,  will  be  placed  in  a  chest  locked  with  three  different  keys,  of  which  ODe 
will  be  in  the  possession  of  the  manager,  and  the  two  others  will  be  given  to 
the  deputies,  so  that  the  chest  cannot  be  opened  except  in  the  presence  of  the 
three. 

An  exact  account  will  be  kept  of  all  issues  and  deposits. 

As  for  the  cash  for  the  current  month,  it  will  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
manager,  who  will  be  responsible  for  it. 

Art.  18.  No  change  shall  be  made  in  the  organization  of  the  staff  of  the 
custom-house  and  coast  guard. 

The  salaiies  fixed  by  the  Mexican  government  will  be  paid  to  the  employee 
on  duty. 

Each  deputy  will  receive  the  salary  of  an  ^'  oficial  primero,"  and  the  seae- 
tary  that  of  **  oficial  segundo." 

These  different  salaries  will  be  paid  out  of  the  customs  receipts. 

The  manager  may,  for  the  sake  of  economy,  if  the  deputies  approve,  suppre^ 
useless  posts,  and  also  diminish  the  salaries  above  mentioned. 

Art.  19.  The  proportion  of  the  duty  to  be  paid  in  ready  money  when  good? 
are  taken  out  of  the  custom-house  will  be  fixed  by  the  administration  and  the 
two  deputies. 

Art.  20.  If  the  notaries  public  do  not  resume  their  duties,  deeds  under 
private  signature,  written  on  unstamped  paper,  registered  under  the  seal  of  the 
tribunal  de  premiere  instance,  in  a  special  register,  will  be  considered  authentic. 

Civil  administration. 

Art.  21.  The  duties  of  officer  of  the  civil  administration,  in  the  absence  <rf 
the  magistrate  who  is  charged  with  them,  will  be  provisionally  discharged  hj 
the  third  alcalde  or  t\i«  ]^t«oti  «A^vck:^\xiV\^  ^\ft»ji. 
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Special  power  given  to  the  administrative  commission. 

Art.  22,  and  last.  If  the  state  of  affairs  should  show  that  some  omission  has 
been  made  in  the  present  regulations,  as,  for  instance,  if  the  public  safety  de- 
manded immediate  modifications,  the  initiative  in  the  propositions  for  addition 
or  modification  would  fall  to  the  administrative  commission ;  and  .these  propo- 
sitions should  be  put  in  operation  provisionally,  if  they  were  urgent,  and  there 
was  no  possibility  of  submitting  them  to  the  conference  of  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  allied  powers. 


No.  73. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

Vera  Cruz,  February  26,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  In  my  despatch  ^  the  22d  instant,  I  informed  your  lordship 
that  the  agreement  come  to  between  General  Prim  and  Senor  Doblado  had  been 
sent  to  Mexico  for  the  president's  ratification  after  it  had  received  that  of  the 
allied  commissioners. 

This  morning  a  courier  arrived  with  despatches  from  Senor  Doblado,  inform- 
ing us  that  the  president's  approbation  of  what  had  been  done  had  been  re- 
ceived, and  that,  consequently,  the  English,  French,  and  Spanish  forces  could 
be  moved  up  to  more  healthy  quarters  without  further  delay. 

The  French  marched  this  morning,  and  our  men  and  the  Spaniards  will  follow 
them  almost  immediately,  as  the  commodore  has  just  received  from  the  Havana 
mules  and  carts  enough  to  transport  his  heavy  baggage. 

Seiior  Doblado  was  anxious  to  have  an  interview  with  General  Prim  and  my- 
self at  Jalapa  prior  to  his  return  to  Mexico ;  but  as  the  English  mail  will  leave 
this  so  soon,  we  neither  of  us  could  at  present  accept  his  invitation,  but  have 
,  asked  him  to  meet  us  at  Orizaba  on  the  8th  of  next  month  if  he  can  manage  to 
remain  away  so  long  from  the  capital. 

In  a  private  letter  to  me  he  expresses  the  wish  that  we  should  give  up  the 
Vera  Cruz  custom-house  again  to  the  Mexican  government,  on  the  condition  of 
retaining  only  half  of  its  receipts,  and  placing  an  interventor  there  to  see  that 
the  consignments  due  to  foreign  governments  were  fairly  distributed  amongst 
their  consular  agents. ' 

To  this  I  replied  that  I  could  only  consent  to  return  the  custom-house  to 
Mexican  authorities  on  the  distinct  understanding  that  all  consignments  due  to 
us  by  agreements  and  treaty  stipulations  should  be  paid  in  monthly  instalments, 
as  was  the  case  before  the  suspension  of  payments  by  the  law  of  the  17th  of 
July  last,  and  that  the  consuls  of  the  three  nations  should  be  appointed  inter- 
ventors,  so  as  to  secure  the  due  payment  of  what  was  owing  to  the  clients  of 
each. 

This  would  only,  of  course,  be  a  temporary  measure,  until  we  had,  by  future 
negotiations,  secured  the  acknowledgment  and  payment  of  those  claims,  to  be 
supported  by  each  of  the  three  allied  powers. 

Senor  Doblado  is  anxious  to  get  hold  of  the  custom-house  again,  more  for  the 
sake  of  bringing  about  a  better  feeling  amongst  the  Mexicans  towards  us  than 
from  any  other  reason,  as  he  thinks  that,  by  this  means,  the  friendly  nature  of 
the  intervention  will  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  most  skeptical  amongst 
his  j)olitical  opponents,  who  have  hitherto  been  advocating  a  war  of  extermina- 
tion against  the  allies. 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 43 


674  PRESENT   CONDITION   OF     MEXICO. 

Tbe  French  and  Spanish  commissioners  folly  agree  with  me  in  seeing  the 
advantage  to  he  gained  at  present  hj  giving  up  the  custom-house  on  the  con- 
ditions ahove  described,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  what  .Senor  Doblado  wishes 
to  bring  about,  but  also  because  by  so  doing  the  importations  would  soon  laigdj 
increase,  and  we  should  thereby  benefit  our  interests  as  well  as  thoee  of  our 
debtor,  whose  resources  we  ought  to  try  and  augment  by  every  means  in  our 
power. 

I  will  report  further  to  your  lordship  with  reference  to  this  matter,  which,  up 
to  the  present  moment,  has  only  been  treated  of  privately. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  74. 
Sir  a  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

Vera  Cruz,  February  28,  1862. 

Mv  *LoRD :  As  your  lordship  will  have  seen  by  the  enclosure  in  jjfij  despatch 
of  the  22d  instant,  it  was  agreed  on,  in  the  last  of  the  preliminary  articles 
sisrned  by  General  Prim  and  Senor  Doblado,  that  the  Mexican  flag  should  be 
hoisted  here,  alongside  those  of  the  allies,  on  the  same  day  that  the  first  bodj 
of  our  troops  marched  into  the  interior. 

The  French  having  started  on  the  26th  instant,  the  Melcican  flag  was  then 
hoisted  and  immediately  saluted  by  an  American  frigate  that  arrived  off  Ven 
Cruz  some  days  ago.  | 

When  the  Spaniards  took  possession  of  this  place  immediately  after  their 
arrival  here,  they  found  no  flag  flying,  as  the  Mexicans  themselves  had  lowered 
it  on  deserting  the  town;  consequently  there  was  no  necessity  for  its  being 
saluted  by  the  allies  when  it  was  rehoisted  again. 

When  all  the  troops  shall  have  marched  into  the  interior,  the  town  will  be 
garrisoned  bv  300  men  from  the  fleet,  each  nation  furnishing  100  men,  besides 
50  men  for  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  which,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
is  to  be  occupied  in  rotation  by  EngUsb,  French,  and  Spaniards,  under  the  com- 
mand of  an  officer  holding  post-captain's  rank. 
I  have,  &c., 

C   LENNOX  WTKR 

P.  S. — I  should  have  mentioned  that  the  American  frigate,  before  saluting 
the  Mexican  flag,  had  already  saluted  those  of  England,  France,  and  Spanu 
now  flying  here. 


No.  75. 

Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

Vera  Cruz,  March  1,  1862. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  I  have  named 
Mr.  Eneas  Giffard,  our  vice-consul  here,  to  act  as  British  interventor  in  tbe 
Vera  Cruz  custom-house,  M.  de  Saligny  having  nominated  his  consul  as  French 
interventor. 
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These  appointments  are,  of  course,  only  temporary,  and  must  depend,  in  a 
great  measure,  upon  the  arrangements  which  we  may  subsequently  make  with 
the  Mexican  government  for  the  future  administration  of  the  revenue. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  76. 

Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell, 

[Extract.] 

Vera  Cruz,  March  1,  1862. 

In  the  despatch  da(ed  the  27th  of  January  last,  your  lordship  instructs  me 
not  to  make  any  objection  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  marines  from  Vera  Cruz 
when  the  unhealthy  season  shall  arrive. 

Far  from  objecting  to  such  a  measure,  I  most  gladly  avail  myself  of  the  per- 
mission thus  granted  to  carry  it  out,  as  both  the  commodore  and  myself  had 
assumed  a  great  responsibility  in  allowing  them  to  advance  as  far  as  Orizaba, 
from  a  desire  to  save  the  men  from  the  fatal  effects  sure  to  be  produced  on  them 
by  the  climate  of  the  coast  during  the  sickly  season. 

As  the  commodore's  instructions  with  reference  to  this  matter  tally  with  my 
own,  we  have  determined  at  once  to  remove  the  battalion  from  Vera  Cruz, 
where  they  have  already  suffered  much  from  sickness,  and  ship  them  off  to 
Bermuda  as  soon  as  the  necessary  means  for  transporting  them  there  can  be 
provided. 


No.  77. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Vera  Cruz,  March  1,  1862. 

In  your  despatch  of  the  27th  of  January,  your  lordship  informs  me  that  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  has  decided  to  send  3,000  more  troops  to  Vera  Cruz, 
and  that  it  is  probable  these  troops,  together  with  the  Spaniards  already  here, 
will  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico. 

Your  lordship  also  mentions  the  rumor,  apparently  current  in  Europe,  that 
the  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian  will  be  invited  by  a  large  body  of  Mexi- 
cans to  place  himself  on  the  throne  of  Mexico,  and  that  this  people  will  gladly 
hail  such  a  change. 

There  never  was  a  greater  fallacy  than  this. 

Mr.  Corwin's  reputation  in  his  own  country  stands  so  high  that  his  opinion 
18  worthy  of  every  respect,  and  I  have  found  him  since  his  residence  in  Mexico 
always  thoroughly  well  acquainted  with  what  is  taking  place  in  the  republic. 

It  is  his  opinion,  as  well  as  my  own,  that  the  actual  government,  since  it  has 
bad  Senor  Doblado  at  its  head,  unites  the  only  elements  in  this  unfortunate 
country  that  afford  a  hope  for  its  future  regeneration  under  a  regime  supported 
by  what  remains  here  of  public  opinion. 
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No.  78. 
Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 

Foreign  Office,  March  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  approve  your  proceedings  with  regard  to  the 
intervention  in  Mexico,  as  reported  in  your  despatch  of  the  26th  tiltimo,  (No.  73.) 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL 


No.  79. 

Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 

Foreign  Office,  March  31,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  23d  uUimo,  (No.  71,)  and  I  haTe 
to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  concur  in  the  views  with  r^ard  to 
Mexico  stated  in  that  despatch. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL 


No.  80. 

Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wyke, 

Foreign  Office,  March  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  approve  your  proceedings  as  reported  in  your 
despatch  of  the  12th  ultimo,  in  whicn  you  give  an  account  of  what  passed  at 
the  seventh  conference  of  the  allied  commissioners,  and  state  the  measures  which 
you  and  Commodore  Dunlop  took  to  endeavor  to  effect  a  pacific  solution  of  the 
Mexican  question. 

I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL 


No.  81. 

Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wyke, 

Foreign  Office,  March  31,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  convey  to  you  the  approval  of  her  Majesty's  gOTemmeotof 
the  regulations  for  the  civil  government  of  Vera  Cruz,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed 
in  your  despatch  of  the  26th  ultimo,  (No.  72.) 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL 
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No.  82. 

Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wyke.  * 

Foreign  Office,  March  31,  1862. 

Sib  :  Her  Majesty's  government  approve  the  intention  of  yonreelf  and  Com- 
modore Dunlop  to  remove  the  marines  to  Bermuda,  as  reported  in  your  despatch 
of  the  1st  instant,  (No.  76.) 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


No.  83. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond, 

Admiralty,  March  31,  1862. 
8lB:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
yon  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affiurs,  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the  26th  ultimo,  from  Commodore  Dunlop,  and 
of  its  enclosure,  addressed  to  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  reporting  his 
proeeedings  and  the  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico. 
I  am,  &c., 

C.  PAGET. 


[Enclosure  1  in  No.  83.] 
Commodore  Dunlop  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 

Challenger,  at  Vera  Cruz,  February  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  to  he  laid  before  the  lords  commissioners 
of  the  admiralty,  copy  of  a  letter,  and  its  several  enclosures,  which  I  have 
addressed  to  Vice-Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne,  K.  C.  B.,  commandet-in-chief,  report- 
ing proceedings  and  the  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico. 
I  am,  &c., 

HUGH  DUNLOP. 


[Enclosure  2  in  No.  83  ] 
Commodore  Dunlop  to  Vice-Admiral  Sir  A,  Milne, 

Challenger,  at  Vera  Cruz,  February  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  January  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in 
detail,  of  the  political  occurrences  up  to  that  date,  and  to  forward  a  copy  of  a 
letter  addressed  by  the  commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  allied  powers  to  his 
excellency  the  president  of  the  republic,  with  the  answer  received  thereto ;  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  annex  copies  of  a  further  correspondence  between  the 
commissioners  and  General  Doblado,  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  marked 
Nob.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  the  latter  transmitting  to  the  general  a  copy  of  a  letter 
received  from  General  Zaragoza,  which,  with  the  answer  to  it,  is  also  herewith, 
annexed,  marked  Nos.  5  and  6. — (See  enclosures  in  Nos.  65,  66,  and  67.) 
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2.  The  enclosure  No.  1  expresses  the  intention  of  the  allies  to  advance  in 
search  of  a  more  healthy  situation  about  the  middle  of  the  present  month,  gir- 
ing  the  Mexican  minister  to  understand  that  this  step  had  become  imperatiTer 
and  would  be  taken  under  any  circumstances.  This  letter  was  agreed  to  after 
being  fully  discussed  by  the  commissioners,  and  not  before  it  was  apparent  to 
them  that  the  health  of  the  troops  was  such  as  to  call  for  a  speedy  change  of 
quarters  in  order  to  arrest  the  daily  increasing  sickness  in  each  of  the  camps. 

3.  Enclosure  No.  2  from  the  Mexican  minister  being  expressed  in  ambiguous 
terms,  and  proposing  the  delay  of  a  conference  at  Cordova,  instead  of  an  imme- 
diate consent  to  the  advance  of  the  troops,  produced  in  the  minds  of  the  com- 

.  missioners  a  strong  suspicion  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Mexican  goveni' 
ment,  first,  to  create  delays  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  sickness  amongst  the 
allied  troops,  and  finally  to  break  off  the  negotiations.  This  opinion  was  strength- 
ened  by  the  letter,  the  copy  of  which  is  marked  No.  5,  from  General  Zaragoa, 
which  was  insolent  and  uncalled  for,  and  by  the  reports  received  of  the  violent 
feeling  expressed  by  the  heads  of  the  ultra-liberal  party  against  foreign  inter- 
vention, which  it  seemed  probable  might  be  too  strong  for  the  government,  even 
if  well-disposed,  and  force  them  to  break  off  negotiations  with  the  commission- 
ers. I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  point  out  that  the  absolute  necessity  of 
removing  the  troops  from  Vera  Cruz  left  the  allied  commanders-in-chief  no 
alternative:  an  advance  was  imperative.  After  fully  considering  the  letter 
received  from  General  Doblado,  and  the  question  in  all  its  bearings,  as  a  last 
attempt  at  a  peaceable  solution  of  the  question,  the  letter  of  which  endosnie 
No.  3  is  a  copy  was  addressed  to  the  Mexican  minister,  proposing  a  conference 
between  General  Prim,  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners,  and  himself,  half-waj 
between  the  allied  camp  at  Tejiria  and  the  Mexican  force  at  Soledad ;  and  in 
the  mean  time  it  was  mutuidly  agreed  that  every  means  should  be  adopted  to 
procure  the  necessary  transport  for  the  allied  force,  with  a  view  to  march  on 
Orizaba  or  Jalapa,  as  might  be  determined  on,  with  or  without  the  sanction  of 
the  Mexican  government,  according  to  circumstances.  The  Spaniards,  having 
sent  back  to  Havana  at  least  1,000  men  sick,  and  having  fuUy  as  many  more  in 
hospital  here.  General  Prim  wrote  for  a  re-enforcement  of  four  battalions  from 
Havana,  and  the  French  will  receive  an  addition  of  500  2k>naves  that  are 
expected  to  arrive  about  the  1st  of  March. 

4.  I  sent  Major  Digby,  R.  M.  A.,  wKo  is  acting  as  chief  of  the  staff,  to  Havana 
in  her  Majesty's  ship  Barracouta,  with  orders  to  purchase  wagons  and  mules, 
and  other  means  of  transport  for  our  men,  as  the  supply  is  entirely  cat  off  here 
by  the  Mexicans. 

5.  Intelligence  soon  after  this  reached  us  that  General  Doblado,  whom  I  maj 
here  mention  is  the  man  of  mot«t  talent  and  energy  in  the  administration,  and 
consequently  in  person  may  be  said  to  represent  the  whole  government,  had 
arrested  the  most  violent  of  the  ultra  party,  and  so  far  disembarrassed  himself 
of  their  opposition  and  influence. 

6.  On  the  17th  we  received  a  letter  from  Doblado,  saying  he  would  meet 
General  Prim,  as  proposed,  on  the  19th.  This  meeting  has  taken  place,  and 
has  resulted  in  the  agreement  contained  in  the  annexed  document,  marked 
No.  7,  (see  enclosure  in  No.  70,)  by  which  the  allies  take  upon  themselves  the 
engagements  therein  specified. 

7.  Although  this  may  lead  to  a  prolonged  occupation,  I  am  not  without  hopes 
that  it  will  result  in  great  good  to  the  republic. 

8.  In  following  the  nan-ative  of  results,  as  detailed  in  my  different  despatches, 
from  the  time  of  our  landing  here,  you  will  no  doubt  perceive  the  chain  of  cir- 
cumstances that  have  gradually  led  to  the  necessity  for  our  advancing  with  the 
French  and  Spanish  forces,  independent  of  the  state  of  health  of  the  brigade, 
which  alone  makes  either  an  immediate  advance  or  a  retreat  to  our  shipping  an 
Absolute  necessity. 
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9.  Supposing  that  no  sickness  had  prevailed  in  our  camp,  had  circumstances 
led  to  hostilities,  we  could  not  in  honor  have  allowed  our  allies  to  advance  and 
fight  within  twenty-five  miles  of  us,  which  they  must  have  done,  without  joining 
them,  even  if  we  had  marched  back  to  Vera  Cruz  after  taking  our  share  in 
clearing  the  mountain  passes  between  this  and  Orizaba  or  Jalapa,  where  all 
serious  attack  on  our  forces  would  have  ended. 

10.  I  believe  I  have  said  more  than  sufficient  to  show  that,  putting  aside 
political  and  sanitary  reasons  for  advancing  the  brigade  of  marines  to  the  upper 
country,  had  hostilities  arisen,  (as  we  had  until  within  these  few  days  the 
greatest  reason  to  suppose  would  be  the  case,)  our  honor  made  the  advance  along 
with  our  allies  imperative.  Such  being  the  case,  it  was  the  first  duty  of,  the 
officer  in  command  to  take  every  possible  means  within  his  reach  for  the  proper 
equipment  of  his  force,  in  order  that,  for  want  of  the  means  of  transport,  the 
men  should  not  be  exposed  to  hardships  and  loss,  from  which  their  commander 
was  bound  to  do  his  utmost  to  shield  them. 

11.  Very  considerable  expense  has  been  incurred  in  order  to  provide  the 
brigade  with  the  means  of  marching,  but  every  possible  care  shall  be  taken  that 
no  unnecessary  outlay  is  made.  I  have  had  everything  to  provide,  but  with  the 
assistance  of  the  squadron  and  the  artisans  in  the  brigade,  a  great  part  of  the 
necessary  material  has  been  furnished  from  our  own  resources,  and  too  great 
praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  officers  and  men  of  both  services  for  the 
exertions  they  have  made  to  provide  the  required  equipment. 

12.  We  have  made  all  our  own  tents,  fitted  the  battery  of  four  Armstrong 
^ns  for  service,  and  made  all  our  harness  for  the  mules,  as  well  as  several  carts, 
pack-saddle*,  &c. ;  for  the  Mexicans  having  all  left  Vera  Cruz,  no  work-people 
are  to  be  procured,  and  no  material  of  the  kind  required  can  be  purchased  here. 

13.  You  will  observe  that  in  the  preliminary  agreement  between  General 
Prim  and  General  Doblado,  which  is  approved  by  the  commissioners  collectively, 
rdocument  No.  7,)  by  article  2  it  is  agreed  that  negotiations  will  be  opened  in 
Orizaba,  and  in  article  3  tliat  the  allied  forces  shall  occupy  the  towns  of  Cor- 
dova, Orizaba,  and  Tehuacan.  These  towns  are  on  the  direct  road  to  the  city 
of  Mexico,  and  situated  in  the  most  healthy  part  of  the  country. 

14.  The  sentiments  that  dictated  article  4  on  both  sides  are  so  manifest  that 
no  especial  remark  is  called  for.  In  the  event  of  negotiations  being  broken  off, 
the  allies  agree  to  fail  back  behind  the  fortified  positions  to  Paso  Ancho,  if  on 
the  Orizaba  road,  and  to  Paso  de  Ovegas,  if  on  that  of  Jalapa ;  thus  leaving 
the  Mexicans  free  to  reoccupy  the  passes  of  Chiquihuite  and  Puente  Nacional. 

15.  Article  6  permits  the  Mexican  flag  to  be  hoisted  beside  that  of  the  allies 
in  Vera  Cruz  and  San  Juan  d'UUoa,  upon  the  day  that  they  commence  their 
march  to  occupy  the  towns  named  in  article  3 ;  but  this  privilege  is  merely  an 
honorary  one,  as  the  allies  will  continue  in  sole  military  possession  of  both 
Vera  Cruz  and  the  castle  of  San  Juan,  no  Mexican  troops  being  allowed  to 
enter. 

16.  Since  writing  the  above  we  have  received  the  ratification  of  the  pre- 
liminary agreement  by  President  Juarez.  The  Mexican  flag  has  been  hoisted 
here,  along  with  that  of  the  allies,  and  the  French  force  has  marched  for  Tehua- 
can, which  is  about  fifteen  leagues  beyond  Orizaba ;  it  was  therefore  desirable 
they  should  march  first. 

17.  Both  the  Spaniards  and  French  have  suffered  very  much  from  sickness 
as  well  as  ourselves,  and  the  French  have  latterly  lost  several  men  from  yellow 
fever ;  it  would  be  most  disastrous  if  that  disease  became  general,  and  daily  the 
danger  of  its  becoming  so  increases.  I  therefore  feel  more  and  more  the  im- 
portance of  speedily  leaving  Vera  Cruz. 

18.  The  Mexican  flag  having  been  hoisted  here,  a  very  small  number  of  men 
will  suffice  for  the  performance  of  our  share  of  the  garrison  duty,  and  as  these 
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men  can  be  changed  frequently,  00  as  to  expose  them  to  a  very  short  contmuons 
residence  on  shore,  I  have  little  doubt  that  much  sickness  will  be  avoided. 

19.  It  was  determined  by  the  commissioners  at  a  conference  held  yesterdaj 
that  the  custom-house  should  be  restored  to  the  Mexican  authorities,  upon  their 
agreeing  to  the  appointment  of  three  interventors  (one  of  each  nation)  for  the 
purpose  of  strictly  superintending  the  distribution  of  the  receipts  which  should 
be  apportioned  for  the  payment  of  the  different  assignments  according  to  the 
conventions  acted  on  previous  to  the  suspension  of  all  payments  by  the  law  of 
the  18th  July  last. 

20.  No  discussion  has  yet  taken  place  with  reference  to  restoring  the  legal 
and  municipal  functions  in  Vera  Cruz  to  the  hands  of  the  Mexicans,  but  the 
feeling  among  the  commissioners  seems  in  favor  of  the  step,  the  allies  retaining 
the  military  government  of  the  town. 

I  am,  &c., 

HUGH  DUNLOP. 


No.  84. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond, 

Admiralty,  March  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
afiairs,  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the  2d  instant,  addressed  by  Commodore  Dum- 
lop  t^  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  reporting  his  intention  of  proceeding 
'  to  Orizaba  to  be  present  at  the  opening  of  the  negotiations  between  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  allied  powers  and  the  Mexican  government. 
I  am,  &c., 

C.  PAGET. 


[Enclosure  in  No.  84.] 
Commodore  Duidop  to  Vice-Admiral  Sir  A,  Milne. 

Challenger,  Vera  Cruz,  March  2,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  the  representatives  of  tbe  three  allied 
powers  have  named  the  15th  April  a^  the  day  on  which  the  negotiations  with 
the  representatives  of  the  Mexican  government  are  to  open  in  the  city  of  Orizaba, 
and  that  this  proposal  has  been  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  the  government  by 
Gkueral  Doblado,  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 

As  I  am  one  of  the  British  commissioners,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  proceed  to 
Orizaba  previous  to  the  day  named  for  opening  the  negotiations,  and  I  shall 
leave  the  charge  of  the  garrison  of  Vera  Cruz  and  San  Juan  d'Ulloa,  as  well  as 
the  command  of  the  squadron,  with  the  senior  officer,  giving  him  directions  to 
refer  to  me  for  instructions  when  requisite. 
I  am,  &c., 

HUGH  DUNLOP. 
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No.'85. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  March  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  coDimissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the  26th  ultimo,  addressed  by  Commodore  Dun- 
lop  to  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  reporting  his  intention  of  embarking 
the  battalion  of  royal  maiines  in  Mexico,  and,  as  a  sanitary  measure,  sending 
them  to  Bermuda. 

I  am,  &c., 

C.  PAGET. 


[Encloeure  1  in  No.  85.] 
Commodore  Dunlop  to  Vice-Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne. 

Challenger,  at  Vera  Cruz,  March  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  by  the  mail  which  reached  this  yesterday  the  duplicates 
of  your  letters  from  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty,  of  the  21st  and  24th  Janu- 
ary and  the  1st  February,  with  their  several  enclosures,  in  which,  first,  I  am 
informed  of  the  intention  of  the  French  govemnment  to  send  out  re-enforcements 
of  from  3,000  to  4,000  men  under  the  command  of  General  le  Comte  de  Lo- 
rencez ;  secondly,  that  the  French  troops  employed  in  the  Mexican  expedition 
are  directed  to  march  up  the  country  within  four  and  twenty  hours  after  disem- 
barking, and  that  I  am  to  be  instructed  that  the  British  marines  are  not  to  g6  ' 
beyond  Vera  Cruz ;  and,  thirdly,  respecting  the  reported  intention  of  a  large 
body  of  Mexicans  to  invite  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian  to  place  himself 
on  the  throne  of  Mexico,  and  Earl  Russell's  instructions  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke 
on  this  reported  movement,  and  that  he  should  make  no  objection  to  the  with- 
drawal of  the  marines  when  the  unhealthy  season  shall  arrive. 

2.  With  reference  to  the  marines,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  laying  before  you, 
in  my  letter  of  the  26th  February,  the  circumstances  which  have  led  to  the  po- 
sition in  which  I  am  at  present  placed,  and  I  trust  both  you  and  the  lords  com- 
missioners of  the  admiralty  will  consider  that  the  attitude  in  which  the  force 
under  my  command  stands  is  one  of  sufficient  dignity,  and  that  our  allies  cannot 
accuse  us  of  seceding  until  it  was  evident  a  peaceful  march  into  the  interior  was 
secured  for  them. 

.  3.  It  has  long  been  evident  to  both  Sir  Charles  Wyke  and  myself  that  our 
marines  could  not  remain  in  Vera  Cruz  even  so  long  as  was  anticipated  by  her 
Majesty's  government,  owing  to  the  unusually  unhealthy  nature  of  the  season, 
probably  produced  by  the  almost  entire  absence  of  the  violent  northern  gales 
which  blow  at  interv^s  between  the  months  of  October  and  April  in  the  ordinary 
seasons ;  this  consideration,  along  with  others,  induced  us,  in  common  with  our 
colleagues,  to  feel  much  anxiety  that  we  should  be  in  a  position  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible to  move  the  force  (amicably  if  possible)  to  a  more  healthy  climate.  We 
consequently  joined  our  colleagues  in  the  various  documents  addressed  to  the 
Mexican  government,  copies  of  which  are  annexed  to  my  letter  of  the  24th 
ultimo. 

4.  At  one  period  of  the  negotiations  war  seemed  inevitable.  Of  course,  that 
was  not  the  moment  to  shrink  from  the  responsibility  we  had  incurred,  and  it 
then  became  a  point  of  honor  with  me  (as  upon  me  devolved  the  sole  conduct  of 
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the  military  part  of  the  British  expedition)  to  provide  immediately  the  meaofl 
of  transport  for  my  men  so  as  to  enable  them,  if  necessary,  to  take  the  field  with 
credit  to  themselves  and  with  honor  to  their  country. 

5.  Since  writing  my  letter  relative  to  the  steps  taken  to  equip  the  force,  the 
remainder  of  the  transport  has  arrived  by  the  packet,  and  the  brigade  of  marines 
are  now  ready  and  able,  if  required,  to  march  from  one  end  of  Mexico  to  the  other, 
and  I  trust  I  am  not  expressing  myself  improperly  when  I  state  that  I  feel  proud 
that  such  should  be  the  case,  and  that  it  is  manifest  to  our  allies ;  for,  after  the 
steps  taken  by  the  commissioners  collectively,  had  there  been  opposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexicans  to  the  advance  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  I  must  have 
gone  along  with  the  allies  until  we  had  conquered  all  resistance. 

6.  The  turn  events  have  taken  leaves  the  road  open  to  the  French  and  Span- 
iards to  advance  without  danger,  and  in  obedience  to  my  orders  I  remahi  at  Yen 
Cruz. 

7.  I  have  the  honor  to  annex  hereto  a  statistical  report  of  the  sick  from  the 
time  of  our  landing,  and  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of 
the  brigade,  from  which  you  will  see  that  I  am  forced  to  adopt  the  second  alter- 
native mentioned  in  paragraph  8  of  my  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  viz  :  a  retreat 
to  the  shipping. 

8.  I  shall  embark  all  but  two  companies,  which,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
marines  of  the  squadron,  will  be  quite  sufficient  for  our  portion  of  the  aUied 
garrison  of  Vera  Cruz  and  San  Juan  d'U iloa,  and  by  keeping  them  but  a  short 
time  continuously  on  shore,  landing  other  men  to  relieve  them  as  required,  I 
hope  they  will  escape  from  much  sickness  until  the  season  is  farther  aavanced, 
or  until  I  receive  further  instructions. 

9.  As  soon  as  the  other  companies  are  embarked  I  shall  send  them  to  Ber 
muda,  as  it  would  be  most  perilous  to  the  health  of  the  squadron  to  keep  them 
crowded  together  at  Sacrificios. 

10.  I  shall  send  as  many  as  she  can  safely  stow  at  this  season  in  the  Sans- 
pareil,  and  the  rest,  probably,  in  the  Donegal. 

11.  On  embarkation,  the  acting  staff  appointments,  of  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  inform  you  in  ray  letter  of  the  30th  January  last,  will  be  cancelled. 

I  am,  &c., 

HUGH  DUNLOP. 


[EDclosure  2  in  No.  85.] 

Mr,  Elliot  to  Commodore  Dutdop. 

Royal  Marine  Brigade, 

Vera  Cr^z,  March  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the^  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  return  of  the  number  daily  sick 
since  the  royal  marine  brigade  landed  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  16th  January,  1862. 

I  also  beg  to  submit  for  your  information  the  following  remarks  relative  to  the 
health  of  the  troops  and  sanitary  condition  of  Vera  Cruz : 

On  first  landing  the  troops  suffered  from  diarrhoea  and  slight  febrile  attacks. 
No  deaths  have  taken  place  until  the  9th  February,  when  the  disease  assumed  a 
dysenteric  character,  with  typhoid  complications ;  and  up  to  this  date  nine  deaths 
have  taken  place  in  the  brigade  hospital,  and  several  more  are  now  seriously  ilL 
I  sent  on  board  her  Majesty's  ship  Sanspareil,  on  the  14th,  15th,  and  I9th  of 
February,  117  sick,  who  were  suffering  either  from  bowel  disease,  fever,  or  ulcer; 
and  up  to  this  date  five  deaths  have  taken  place  on  board,  but  a  great  number 
are  now  convalescent. 

I  have  103  on  the  sick-list  to-day,  either  suffering  from  dysentery  or  fever. 
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and  a  few  from  rheumatism  or  ulcere.  Of  that  number  I  expect  to  lose  six  or 
seven  by  deaths  during  the  next  few  days.  The  total  deaths  up  to  this,  including 
the  men  sent  to  the  Sanspareil,  is  fourteen. 

I  consider  the  cause  of  such  a  large  sick  list  and  mortality  is,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  be  attributed  to  the  very  bad  sanitary  arrangements  of  this  town, ' 
every  street  having  an  open  sewer,  which,  being  exposed  to  a  high  range  of  tem- 
perature, are  very  offensive ;  and  the  atmosphere  becomes  so  contaminated  by 
the  gaseous  exhalations  from  these  sewere  that  nothmg  can  be  more  detrimental 
to  the  health  of  our  troops  or  more  likely  to  produce  disease. 

As  far  as  the  barracks  were  concerned,  I  consider,  with  the  exception  of  their 
being  rather  overcrowded  at  lirt  landing,  nothing  could  be  kept  cleaner,  or 
greater  attention  paid  to  sanitary  regulations. 

I  consider  the  water  which  the  troops  have  been  using  in  barracks  perfectly 
good,  it  being  tank- water  collected  during  the  rainy  season ;  and  the  water  used 
in  hospital  was  taken  from  a  cistern,  which  is  said  to  be  conveyed  from  a  con- 
siderable distance  in  the  country.  I  have  analyzed  this  water,  and  could  not 
detect  anything  iujurious. 

All  well-water  in  this  town  is  brackish,  and  full  of  animalculse  and  vegetable 
matter.     It  has  never  been  used  by  our  men  for  any  other  purpose  than  washing. 

In  conclusion,  I  consider  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  Vera  Cruz  so  defective, 
which  no  doubt  will  be  increased  by  the  approaching  hot  season,  that  unless  the 
troops  are  removed  to  a  more  healthy  locality  a  very  large  mortality  must  evi- 
dently ensue ;  as  if,  according  to  the  municipal  register  of  Vera  Cruz,  the  in- 
liabitants  lose  12  per  cent,  when  the  town  is  kept  clean,  we  must  be  prepared 
for  a  much  greater  mortality  than  people  who  are  acclimated. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  ELLIOT, 
Surgeon,  Marine  Battalion, 
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[Enclosure  3  in  No.  86.] 

Return  showing  the  number  daily  sick  since  the  royal  marine  brigade  landed 
on  the  16th  January,  1862. 


►k 

t^ 

Date. 

6 

Remarks. 

Date. 

c 
2: 

Remarks. 

Jan.       17 

17 

Feb.     10 

109 

18 

22 

11 

114 

19 

30 

12 

122 

20 

40 

13 
14 
15 

128 

21 

48 

89 

40  to  Sanspareil. 

22 

64 

2  invalided. 

78 

40  to  Sanspareil,  and  1 

23 

58 

died  in  hospital. 

24 

62 

I               16 

87 

25 

67 

17 

89 

6  invalided,  and  1  died 

26 

58 

in  hospital 

27 

68 

18 

82 

28 

71 

19 

67 

37  to  Sanspareil 

29 

67 

2  invalided  from  Sans- 

20 

62 

pareil. 

21 

69 

SO 

87 

22 

67 

31 

77 

23 

72 

3  deaths  in  hospital. 

Feb.         1 

79 

24 

74 

2 

71 

26 

81 

.  3 

70 

26 

92 

4 

60 

27 

92 

5 

60 

28 

86 

1  died. 

6 

54 

March    1 

90 

7 

76 

2 

96 

1  death  in  hospital. 

8 

92 

3 

103 

1  death  in  hospital. 

9 

94 

1  death  in  hospital. 

Vkba  Cauz,  March  4,  1862. 


JOHN  ELUOT, 

Surgeon  y  Marine  Brigade, 


No.  86. 
Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 

Foreign  Office,  April  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  entirely  approve  the  convention  signed  by 
Count  Reus  and  Generid  Doblado  at  La  Soledad  on  the  19th  of  February,  and 
of  which  the  particulars  are  given  in  your  despatch  of  the  22d  of  February  last 

Her  Majesty's  government  had  some  doubts  as  to  the  policy  of  allowing  the 
Mexican  flag  to  be  hoisted  in  the  city  and  citadel  of  Vera  Cruz ;  but  as  I  ob- 
serve you  say  that  the  allies  retain  military  occupation  and  possession  of  both, 
her  Majesty's  government  are  not  disposed  to  object  to  that  article. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  glad  to  perceive  that  aU  the  allied  commis- 
sioners agreed  to  ratify  \\ie  ^ioxi^eviWoxi. 

This  convention  wift,  \t  \»  to  \ife  \io^^^,  ^^sK^  ^^  V^axs^  <^3D^Ke^sfis^^  ^^oaSv.  ^<i 
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allies  intended  to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico,  and  which,  it  must 
b^  admitted,  was  too  much  countenanced  hy  the  imprudent  language  held  re- 
garding the  "  regeneration  of  Mexico." 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  error  will  not  be  repeated.     The  Mexicans  alone 
are  the  fit  judges  of  the  form  of  government  suited  to  their  position,  and  calcu- 
lated to  insure  their  welfare. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


No.  87. 
Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  April  1,  1862. 

I  have  to  state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  no  wish  to  estab- 
lish a  foreign  protectorate  in  Mexico,  or  to  send  troops  thither  for  that  purpose. 

Such  a  protectorate,  though  undertaken  with  the  most  benevolent  views,  would 
soon  become  odious  to  the  people  of  Mexico,  and  might  be  engaged  in  a  conflict 
with  one  or  other  of  the  political  parties  which  divide  that  country. 

Her  Majesty's  government  trust,  as  you  have  well  expressed  it  in  your  des- 
patch of  the  23d  of  February,  tbat  Mexico,  under  the  administration  of  General 
X>oblado,  will  be  able  to  right  itself.  Her  Majesty's  government  desire  nothing 
better. 


No.  88. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  April  1,  1862. 
Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the  4th  of  March,  from  Commodore  Dunlop, 
relative  to  the  question  of  establishing  a  monarchy  in  Mexico,  and  calling  the 
Austrian  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian  to  the  tbrone. 
I  am,  &c., 

W»  G.  ROMAINE. 


[Enclosure  in  No.  88.] 

Commodore  Dunlop  to  Vice-Admiral  Sir  A,  Milne. 

;  Challenger,  Vera  Cruz,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  a  letter  to  you  from  the  secretary  to  the  admiralty, 
relative  to  a  large  party  in  Mexico  being  in  favor  of  a  monarchical  form  of 
government,  and  that  there  is  an  intention  of  calling  the  Archduke  Ferdinand 
Maximilian  to  the  throne,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  subject  hav- 
ing been  mentioned  to  mo  by  Vice- Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravifere,  when  I  first 
met  him  at  Havana,  I  have  taken  every  means  in  my  power  to  ascertain  whether 
there  are  any  good  grounds  for  supposing  that  any  influential  party  in  Mexico 
is  in  £Etvor  of  a  monarchy,  and  the  information  I  have  obtained  firom  the  best 
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sources  within  my  reach  leads  me  to  suppose  that  the  only  party  in  Mexico  at 
all  in  favor  of  a  monarchy  is  the  church  party,  and  that  merely  because  it  sees 
no  other  prospect  whatever  of  regaining  influence  over  the  Mexican  people. 

2.  The  church  party  embraces  all  that  is  bigoted  and  fanatical  in  the  country, 
and  is  therefore  retrogressive  in  policy,  and  at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
age ;  and  it  is  detested  by  the  great  majority  of  the  people,  who  are  in  favor  of 
a  liberal  policy. 

3.  If  the  Question  was,  what  form  of  government  would  most  conduce  to  the 
welfare  of  Mexico,  by  the  establishment  of  order  and  a  permanent  state  of 
things,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  constitutional  monarchy  is  the  one  most 
likely  to  have  central  power  sufficient  to  enable  it  to  consolidate  the  nation, 
perhaps  the  only  form  of  government  that  would  give  much  hope  of  such  a  re- 
sult. But  as  the  question  is  not  what  is  best  for  Mexico,  but  what  are  the 
wishes  of  the  Mexican  people,  I  fear  that  the  answer  must  be  that  the  great  mass 
of  the  intelligent  population  are  in  favor  of  republican  institutions. 

4.  Many  well-educated  and  intelligent  individuals,  who  stand  well  in  society 
are  monarchical  in  their  opinions,  from  a  well-grounded  desire  for  a  strong  govern- 
ment, but  these  people  are  unfortunately  timid,  and  passive  in  action,  ready  to 
accept  what  is  done  for  them,  but  incapable  of  doing  anything  to  bring  about 
what  they  say  they  desire. 

I  am,  &c., 

HUGH  DUNLOP. 


No.  89. 
Earl  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley. 


Foreign  Office,  April  2,  1862. 

Mv  Lord:  I  transmit  to  your  excellency  herewith,  copies  of  the  despatches 
which  I  have  received  by  the  last  mail  from  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  reporting  pro- 
ceedings up  to  the  1st  of  March,  and  copies  of  two  despatches  which  I  hare 
addressed  to  him  in  reply .• 

Your  excellency  will  see  that  her  Majestv's  government  approve  of  the  arti- 
cles of  agreement  entered  into  by  General  Prim  with  General  Doblado,  and 
subsequently  accepted  by  the  allied  commissioners  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  one 
hand  and  by  the  Mexican  government  on  the  other. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  been  influenced  in  this  respect  by  the  fol- 
lowing considerations : 

First.  The  articles  contain  a  distinct  disclaimer  of  an  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  allied  powers  to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico,  and  therefore  not 
only  renounce  the  pretension  to  do  so  which  was  in  the  first  instance  in  judi- 
ciously put  forward  by  the  allied  commissioners  as  the  main  object  of  the  expe- 
dition, but  record  again  the  determination  of  the  three  powers  set  forth  in  the 
tripartite  convention  of  the  31st  of  October  last,  "  not  to  exercise  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  Mexico  any  influence  of  a  nature  to  prejudice  the  right  of  the  Mexican 
nation  to  choose  ana  to  constitute  freely  the  form  of  its  government." 

Secondly.  Because  the  articles  not  only  put  a  stop  to  measures  against  Mexico 
partaking  of  the  character  of  active  hostility,  and  replace  the  questions  between 
the  allies  and  the  Mexican  government  on  the  footing  of  the  convention,  hj 
which  redress  of  past  wrong,  and  security  against  a  renewal  of  wrong  by  means 
of  negotiation,  or  by  measures  of  coercion  and  occupation  short  of  active  conflict, 
were  contemplated,  but  also  provide  for  the  health  of  the  allied  troops,  which 


<»li^o%.  ^b,  ^^,  ^1,1\,'\^,%^,«xA^'\. 
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appears  to  have  already  severely  suffered.  Further  losses  by  disease  would 
probably  have  placed  them  in  a  very  critical  position.  They  might  have  had 
to  contend  not  only  with  active  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  forces,  but 
-with  the  still  more  dangerous  enmity  of  a  climate  becoming  more  pestilential  as 
the  season  advanced.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  the  troops,  in  case  of  hostilities, 
are  to  return  to  Vera  Cruz.  They  are  to  return  only  to  the  opening  of  the 
defiles  which  are  the  chief  defence  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  with  the  advantage  of 
knowing  the  ground  and  the  best  mode  of  carrying  the  intrenchments  by  force. 

Lastly.  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  less  hesitation  in  approving  the 
agreement  entered  into  by  General  Prim,  inasmuch  as  it  appears  that  the  con- 
sent of  the  commissioners  to  allow  the  Mexican  flag  to  be  displayed  on  the  forts 
of  Vera  Cruz  and  of  San  Juan  d'Ulloa  does  not  involve  a  joint  Mexican  occu- 
pation of  those  positions,  which  remain,  on  the  contrary,  under  the  exclusive 
military  authority  and  control  of  the  allied  forces. 

Her  Majesty's  government  trust  that,  as  the  errors  which  marked  the  first 
proceedings  of  the  allied  commissioners  will  no  longer  stand  in  the  way  of  an 
adjustment  of  the  points  that  it  was  the  real  object  of  the  convention  of  the  31st 
of  October  to  secure,  a  satisfactory  agreement  on  those  points  may  shortly  be 
arrived  at,  and  in  that  case  no  further  measures  of  coercion  against  Mexico  will 
become  necessary.  We  may  thus  obtain,  by  negotiation,  an  occupation  of  the 
ports,  and  such  guarantees  as  were  originally  contemplated  by  the  allies  in  the 
convention  of  the  31st  of  October,  as  a  necessary  security  for  the  due  fulfilment 
by  the  Mexican  government  of  the  conditions  to  which  they  might  be  brought 
to  agree. 

I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


No.  90. 
Earl  Coioley  to  Earl  Russell. 

Paris,  April  2,  1862. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  to  your  lordship,  extracted 
from  the  Moniteur  of  this  day,  a  paragraph  from  the  Bulletin,  denying  that  the 
imperial  government  had  demanded  the  recall  of  General  Prim  from  Mexico, 
ana  stating  that  they  had  merely  disapproved  of '  the  convention  concluded  by 
him  and  accepted  by  the  allied  plenipotentiaries,  and  that  M.  de  Saligny  had 
consequently  been  intrusted  alone  with  the  full  powers  which  had  been  given 
to  Admiral  Jurien. 

I  have,  &c.| 

COWLEY. 


[Eoclooure  in  No.  90] 

Extract  from  the  Moniteur  of  April  2,  1862. 

Les  joumaux  Espagnols  prdtendent  que  le  gouvemement  de  TEmpercur  a 
demanded  au  cabinet  de  Madrid  le  rappel  du  General  Prim.  Cette  nouvelle  est 
enti^rement  controuvee.  Le  gouvemement  de  TEmpereur  s'est  borne  k  dtfsap- 
prouver  la  convention  conclue  avec  le  General  Mexicain  Doblado  par  le  Gi^n^ral 
Frim,  et  accept^e  ensuite  par  les  plenipotentiaires  des  puissances  allides,  parce 
que  cette  convention  lui  a  sembl^  contraire  k  la  dignity  de  la  France. 
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En  consequence,  M.  de  Salignj  a  6t6  scnl  cbargee  des  pleins  pouvoin  po- 
litiques  dont  le  Vice-Amiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravifere  dtait  revetu,  et  cet  offider 
g^ni^ral  a  re^u  Tordre  de  reprendre  simplement  le  commandement  de  la  division 
navale. 

[Translation  ] 

The  Spanish  journals  pretend  that  the  government  of  the  Emperor  has  de- 
manded of  the  cabinet  of  Madrid  the  recall  of  General  Prim.  This  intelligence 
is  an  entire  fabrication.  The  government  of  the  Emperor  has  confined  itself  to 
disapproving  the  convention  concluded  with  the  Mexican  General  Doblado  by 
Gtjneral  Prim,  and  accepted  subsequently  bj  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  allied 
powers,  because  that  convention  appears  to  it  contrary  to  the  dignity  of  France. 

In  consequence,  M.  de  Saligpy  has  been  alone  charged  with  the  full  powen 
which  had  been  conferred  on  Vice- Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re,  and  that  offi- 
cer has  received  orders  to  return  to  the  command  of  the  naval  division. 


No.  91. 
Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Secretary/  to  the  Admiralty. 

Foreign  Office,  April  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  Earl  Russell  your  several  letters  of  the  Slst  ultimo, 
enclosing  copies  of  letters  from  Commodore  Dunlop  reporting  his  proceedings  in 
Mexico ;  and  I  am,  in  reply,  to  request  that  you  will  state  to  the  lords  commis- 
sioners of  the  admiralty  that  although  Commodore  Dunlop  neglected  his  in- 
structions, yet,  in  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed,  his  readi- 
ness to  march  with  the  marines  aided  the  negotiations  of  Sir  C.  Wyke,  and 
tended  to  maintain  the  reputation  of  the  British  arms. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOND. 


No.  92. 
Earl  Russell  to  Sir  J.  Crampton.  * 

Foreign  Office,  April  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  It  would  seem  from  your  telegram  of  the  9th  instant  that  the  French 
ambassador  at  Madrid  has  alluded  to  a  report  to  the  effect  that  her  Majesty^s 
government  disapproved  of  the  agreement  commonly  called  the  convention  of 
Soledad,  entered  into  by  the  commissionere  of  the  allied  powers  and  the  Mexican 
government,  and  that  the  French  ambassador  at  Madrid  is  also  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  Spanish  government  likewise  disapproves  of  it. 

Marshal  O'Donnell,  on  the  contrary,  assures  you  that  so  far  from  that  being 
the  case  as  regards  the  Spanish  government,  that  government,  although  it  would 
have  wished  that  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  agreement  had  been  otherwise 
worded,  yet  on  the  whole  approved  of  it ;  and  the  Spanish  charge  d'affaires  has, 
indeed,  read  to  me  a  despatch  to  General  Prim  to  that  effect. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  you  will  have  seen  by  my  telegrams  of  the  2d  instant 
and  of  this  day,\iex  ^a^e^^ly'^  ^av^xtcirkawt  a^ree  substantially  in  the  view  taken 
of  the  agreement  \)y  I'^e  ea^VxkfiX  ol  '^«ArA\  ^«^  ^w^s^^  ^Jms^-vJ^^  ^i^reement 
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replaces  matters  on  the  footing  set  forth  in  the  convention  of  the  31st  of  Octo- 
ber, and  rectifies  the  false  step  takeil  at  the  outset,  hy  the  commissioners  of  the 
allied  powers,  in  assuming  that  the  regeneration  of  Mexico  was  the  main  ohject 
of  the  expedition,  rather  than  the  reparation  of  wrongs  done  by  Mexico  to  the 
subjects  of  the  allies  in  their  persons  and  properties. 

I  have  stated  in  the  despatch  to  Earl  Cowley,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  (No. 
89,)  the  above  among  other  grounds  on  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  ap- 
£»roved  of  the  agreement  entered  into  by  the  commissioners  and  *the  Mexican 
government.  Her  M^esty's  government  desire  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  terms 
of  the  convention  of  October  31,  and  they  trust  that  a  stable  government,  will- 
ing and  able  to  respect  international  engagements,  may  be  established  in  Mexico 
without  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  allied  powers,  either  to  set  it  on  foot 
or  to  uphold  it. 

Since  beginning  this  despatch  I  have  seen  Sefior  Gonzalez,  the  new  minister 
from  Spain,  who  also  assures  me  that  the  Soledad  convention  and  the  conduct 
of  General  Prim  are  approved  by  his  government.  * 

He  added  that  he  trusted  the  Spanish  and  British  governments  would  act  in 
entire  accordance  in  Mexico,  in  which  sentiment  I  cordially  concurred. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


No.  93. 
Earl  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley. 

FoBJBiGN  Office,  April  12,  1S62. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  to  state  to  your  excellency  that  I  have  had  some  con- 
versation with  the  secretary  of  legation  of  the  Spanish  mission,  then  charg^ 
d'aiSaires,  on  the  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico,  and  the  prospects  of  monarchy  in 
that  country. 

He  told  me  there  were  some  among  the  higher  class  in  the  ffreat  towns  who 
were  in  favor  of  monarchv*  seeing  how  quiet  and  orderly  had  been  the  state  of 
Brazil.  But  the  great  boay  of  the  middle  classes,  amounting  to  about  2,000,000, 
were  strongly  attached  to  republican  institutions.  The  remainder  of  the  popu- 
lation, of  5,000,000,  were  chiefly  Indians,  who  were  in  the  lowest  state  of  igno- 
rance, and  scarcely  knew  that  the  old  dominion  of  Spain  had  ceased  to  exist. 

The  Spanish  minister,  Senor  Gonzalez,  who  has  lately  arrived,  tells  me  that 
the  Spanish  government  wish  to  respect  the  wishes  of  the  Mexicans,  whatever 
they  may  be.  He  believed  that  a  monarchical  party  in  Mexico  scarcely  existed ; 
he  had  seen  a  letter  from  Vera  Cruz,  when  he  was  passing  through  Paris,  which 
affirmed  that  Almonte  had  not  been  joined  by  any  one,  and  that  as  for  the  arch- 
duke he  was  not  spoken  of  at  all. 

He  admitted  that  the  Mexican  emigrants  at  Paris  believed  in  the  possibility 
of  a  monarchy,  but  it  was,  he  said,  altogether  an  illusion,  and  had  no  root  in  the 
attachments  or  ideas  of  the  Mexican  people. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


H.  Ex.  Doc. 
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No.  94. 

Sir  J.  Crampton  to  Earl  Rtusell. 

Madrid,  April  10, 1862. 

Hy  Lord  :  A  debate  has  taken  place  in  the  Spanish  cortes  on  the  afiaira  d 
Mexico,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report. 

It  arose  on  the  proposition  of  Sefior  Castro,  a  deputy  of  the  ''Moderado** 
opposition,  "  that  the  congress  of  deputies  would  be  pleased  to  declare  its  de- 
doed  support  to  the  govemment  of  the  Queen  in  carrying  out  an  actire  and 
efficacious  policy  in  Mexico,  in  order  that,  without  failing  in  observance  of  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  treaties,  the  moral  and  material  interests  of  Spidn  and 
America  should  be  satisded  and  preserved." 

Sefior  Castro  developed  his  proposition  at  considerable  length,  and  criticided, 
generally,  the  policy  of  the  Spanish  government,  and  the  acts  of  its  agents  in 
regard  to  the  principle  of  their  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  expedition  against  that  country  haa  hitherto  bee& 
managed. 

The  minister  for  foreign  affiiirs  replied,  by  declining  to  enter  upon  a  general 
discussion  of  the  policy  of  the  govemment  in  the  Mexican  question  at  the  present 
period  of  the  affair,  as  being  incompatible  with  the^ublic  interests.  His  excd- 
lency,  however,  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length,  replied  to  some  of  the  obje^ 
tions  put  forward  by  Sefior  Castro,  and  advocated  the  course  which  had  been 
hitherto  pursued  by  the  Spanish  govemment. 

Sefior  Calderon,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  stated  distinctly  that  the  govern- 
ment approved  of  the  convention  of  Soledad,  and  of  Greneral  Prim's  conduct; 
and  although  he  could  not  conceal  that  the  French  govemment  .judged  the  con- 
vention of  Soledad  unfavorably,  he  maintained  that  this  had  not  given  rise  to 
any  serious  misunderstanding  between  her  Catholic  Majesty's  govemment  and 
that  of  France,  any  more  than  the  same  difference  of  opinion  had  caused  misun- 
derstanding between  her  Britannic  Majesty's  govemment  and  that  of  Franee; 
and  that  consequently  the  general  harmony  between  the  views  of  the  three  gor- 
emments  remained  undisturbed. 

Sefior  Castro's  proposition  was  rejected  by  138  to  39  votes. 

As  the  length  of  this  debate  renders  it  impossible  to  have  a  tranalation  of  it 
in  extenso  made  in  time  to  be  transmitted  to  your  lordship's  office  by  the  preaeat 
opportunity.  I  have  caused  such  parts  of  it  only  to  be  translated  as  bear  mm 
particularly  upon  the  points  to  which  I  have  above  alluded. 
I  have,  &c, 

JOHN  F.  CRAMPTON. 


[Enclosure  in  No.  94. — TraiiBlation.] 


Extracts  from  M.  Calderon  Collantes*9  speech  in  the  Chamber  of  Depmtia  » 

the  9th  of  April,  1862. 

I  now  naturally  come  to  my  answer  to  the  principle  question  contained  m 
M.  Castro's  discourse,  because  the  honorable  deputy's  speech  may  be  reduc^ 
to  one  poiflt. 

Preliminaries  have  been  signed  and  agreed  to  in  Soledad,  gentlemen,  in  orde 
to  hold  some  conference  which  will  lead  to  peace  or  war ;  to  the  breaking  ont  of 
hostilities,  to  ihe  4\clal\o\i  oi  Xftxiaa  m>^i  \Jsi^  ^Qvat  of  the  sword,  or  to  an  amicabk 
settlement  of  exifttVng  ft^fiet^Tic.^^. 
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The  honorable  member  says  the  French  ffovemment  have  disapproved  of 
these  preliminaries ;  the  French  government,  he  goes  on  to  say,  have  declared 
that  they  contain  clauses  contrary  to  the  dignity  of  France.  Have  we  not  a 
right,  he  says,  we,  the  deputies  of  the  nation,  has  not  the  whole  nation  a  right 
to  know  what  the  opinion  of  the  government  is  on  this  matter  ?  Ah !  yes,  sir ! 
have  the  government  ever  denied  this  right?  Have  the  government  ever  refused 
to  reply  to  questions  on  matters  which  have  already  taken  place,  or  with  respect 
to  the  determinations  they  may  have  given  rise  to? 

M.  Castro  stated,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  strong  and  powerful  English 
government  had  approved  of  the  preliminaries  of  Soledad,  and  that  the  Sp&ish 
government  had  not  stated  their  opinion  to  the  cortes,  and  that  public  opinion 
is  unacquainted  with  the  determination  they  may  have  come  to. 

Well  then,  gentlemen,  I  say  here  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  ap- 
proved of  the  conduct  of  General  Prim  and  the  preliminaries  of  Soledad.  The 
terms  used,  and  all  the  ideas  which  have  presented  themselves  in  the  course  of 
the  communications  which  have  taken  place,  and  which  will  hereafter  take  place, 
between  the  plenipotentiary  and  her  Majesty's  government,  the  words  em- 
ployed by  him  and!^  sent  to  him  shall  all  be  contained  in  the  documents  which 
the  government  will  in  due  time  present  to  the  cortes,  in  that  the  house  may 
examine  attentively  every  phrase  and  idea,  however  unimportant,  which  they 
contain. 

But  in  the  meantime,  with  every  respect  for  the  opinions  which  a  government 
with  which  we  are  on  the  most  friendly  terms,  and  with  which  we  continue,  and 
hope  always  to  continue  the  most  ^endly  relations,  may  have  had  on  this  head, 
we  have  considered  General  Prim's  conduct  to  have  had  a  useful  and  patriotic 
end,  and  the  preliminaries  of  Soledad  have  been  approved. 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  at  this  moment  say  what  they  will  do ; 
they  can  only  say  one  thing.  So  far,  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  expedition- 
ary forces  and  plenipotentiary  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  has  fulfilled  his  mis- 
sion by  serving  the  interests  of  his  country  in  a  worthy  manner,  and  in  a  manner 
to  be  expected  from  his  past  services  and  sentiments ;  the  government  are  con- 
vinced he  will  continue  to  serve  with  the  same  loyalty  and  execute  the  orders 
they  may  give  him. 

There  was  another  question  connected  with  the  above-mentioned  one  in  M.  Cas- 
tro's speech ;  but  is  it  necessary  that  I  should  reply  to  it  ?  Her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment have  only  to  make  an  unnecessary  statement  to  the  House,  however, 
in  order  to  avoid  a  shadow  of  anxiety,  and  to  remove  all  doubt  from  the  minds 
of  all  they  will  do  so.  The  friendly  and  allied  governments  whose  forces  have 
gone  to  Mexico  are  quite  united,  and  the  friendship  which  existed  at  the  con- 
vention of  London  and  during  the  acts  which  followed  has  not  until  now,  and  I 
hope  never  will  be,  disturbed.  I  beg  the  deputies,  and  I  advise  the  public,  to 
he  very  carefril  what  they  believe  on  this  head,  because  patriotism  does  not  al- 
ways get  the  mastery  over  private  feelings,  and  for  this  reason  stories  are  often 
believed  with  great  facility  which  may  lead  to  difficulties  if  not  to  conflicts. 


No.  95. 

[Extract.] 

Sir  J,  Cramptan  to  Earl  Russell. 

Madrid,  AprU  11,  1862. 
Senor  Calderon  Collantes  has  repeated  to  me  that  the  Spanish  government 
approve  of  the  convention  of  Soledad,  and  agree  in  the  opinion  expressed  to  mc 
on  the  subject  by  your  lordship  in  your  telegrau)  of  yesterday's  date. 
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I  did  not  fail  to  say  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  no  wish  to  establieli 
a  foreign  protectorate  in  Mexico.  Seuor  Calderon  replied  that  the  Spanish  go?- 
emment  concurred  in  this  view ;  and  remarked,  in  regard  to  the  establishment 
of  a  monarchy  under  the  Archduke  Maximilian,  that  the  announcement  of  this 
idea  by  the  French  government,  however  guarded  by  the  declaration  that  they 
would  not  interfere  to  support  his  imperial  highness  as  a  candidate  for  the  crown, 
had  in  reality  been  the  source  of  all  the  misunderstanding  which  had  aris^ 
between  the  French  commissioners  and  those  of  England  and  Spain. 


No.  96. 

Sir  J,  Crampton  to  Earl  Russell, 

Madrid,  April  13,  1862. 
Mv  Lord  :   I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  translation  of  a  summary  of  the 
views  of  the  Spanish  government  in  regard  to  the  convention  of  Soledad. 

Your  lordship  will  perceive  from  the  note  from  Sefior  Gollantes,  in  which  this 
document  was  transmitted  to  me  last  night,  and  of  which  a  translation  is  also 
enclosed  herewith,  that  this  summary  contains  the  substance  of  the  despatdi 
addressed  by  the  Spanish  government  to  General  Prim,  and  is  the  document 
which  was  communicated  to  the  French  ambassador  at  this  court. 

Sefior  Calderon  Gollantes  states,  however,  that  it  contains  all  the  opinions 
laid  down  in  that  despatch. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  F.  CRAMPTON. 


[Encloeore  1  in  No.  96.— TnmBlaiion.] 

Summary  of  the  views  of  the  Spanish  government  in  regard  to  the  convmHontf 

Soledad, 

.  Madrid,  March  23,  1862. 

The  Queen's  government  consider  that  the  complications  and  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  in  Mexico  are  owing  to  the  demands  of  the  three  powers  not 
having  been  made  in  the  first  instance,  of  which  the  Spanish  plenipotentiary  wv 
not  the  cause ;  that  the  first  clause  of  the  preliminaries,  giving  the  government 
of  Juarez  a  moral  force  which  it  did  not  possess,  might  have  been  omitted; 
that  the  fourth  clause  is  explained  by  reasons  of  military  honor,  and  the  Mexi- 
cans themselves,  making  a  suitable  return  for  the  extreme  generosity  with  whid 
they  were  treated,  ought  to  have  given  it  up. 

The  last  of  the  conditions  made  at  the  conferences  of  Orizaba  is  the  one  whid 
appears  the  least  justified.  Nevertheless,  the  Queen's  government,  while  ad- 
dressing to  General  Prim,  Gount  of  Keus,  the  necessary  remarks  respecting  it 
and  the  conciliatory  spirit  which  has  directed  all  the  plenipotentiaries,  cider 
him  decisively  to  act  with  the  greatest  promptitude  and  energy,  setting  aside 
every  system  of  temporization,  if  the  result  of  the  conferences  should  not  be 
completely  satisfactory. 

The  next  mail  will  inform  us  of  that  result,-  and  until  then  every  decisiw 
would  be  premature  and  hazardous. 
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[EncloBore  2  in  No.  96.— Translation  ] 
Senor  CcUantes  to  Sir  J,  Cramptan. 

{No  date,) 

My  Dear  Sib  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  transmit  to  you  the  summary  of  the 
opinions  of  the  government  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  respecting  the  prelimina- 
ries of  Soledad. 

The  note  which  I  enclose  is  a  copy  of  the  one  with  which  I  furnished  the 
French  ambassador  after  having  dictated  the  despatch  sent  to  General  Prim, 
and  it  consequently  contains  all  the  opinions  laid  down  in  that  document. 
Receive,  &c., 

S.  CALDERON  COLLANTES. 


No.  97. 

[Extract] 
Earl  Rus  ell  to  Sir  J.  Crampton, 

Foreign  Office,  April  19,  1862. 

With  reference  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  British  marines  from  Mexico,  I  have 
to  instruct  you  to  explain  to  Sefior  Galderon  Collantes  that  the  marines  sent  to 
Mexico  were  origin^ly  intended  to  assist  in  the  capture  of  Vera  Cruz ;  that 
they  properly  belong  to  her  Majesty's  naval  forces,  and  have  no  tents  or  equip- 
ment! to  enable  them  to  make  a  campaign  by  land ;  that  when  hostilities  ap- 
peared imminent.  Commodore  Dunlop  took  upon  himself  to  go  beyond  the  or- 
ders he  had  received,  but  that  when  the  convention  of  Soledad  removed  the 
apprehensions  of  a  conflict,  be  obeyed  the  orders  which  had  on  repeated  occa- 
sions been  given  to  him. 

Her  Majesty's  government  entirely  agree  with  the  government  of  Spain  with 
reference  to  Mexico,  and  are  quite  prepared  to  accept  a  convention,  giving  re- 
paration for  the  wrongs  complained  of  by  the  three  allied  powers. 

If  Mexico  were  spontaneously  to  proclaim  a  monarchy,  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment would  recognize  a  government  which  would  thus  become  regular  and  legi- 
timate. But  failing  such  a  demonstration  in  Mexico,  her  Majesty's  government 
are  quite  ready  to  negotiate  with  the  existing  authority,  which  seemB  to  have 
the  assent  and  the  support  of  the  Mexican  people. 


No.  98. 
Earl  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley, 


Foreign  Ofeice,  April  21,  1862. 
My  Lord  :   I  transmit  to  your  excellency  herewith  a  sunmiary  of  the  opinion 
of  the  Spanish  government  on  the  convention  of  Soledad,  (enclosure  1  in  No.  98,) 
which  has  been  communicated  by  Senor  Calderon  Collantes  to  her  Majesty's 
minister  at  Madrid;  and  also,  as  it  would  seem,  to  the  French  ambassador. 
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This  Bummary  contains  the  substance  of  the  despatch  to  General  Prim  whicli 
Senor  Gonte,  the  Spanish  charg^  d'affaires,  read  to  me.  But  in  the  last  wn- 
tence  of  the  instruction  to  Greneral  Prim  it  was  implied,  rather  than  expressed,  thit 
if  the  reasonable  demands  of  the  allies  were  not  assented  to,  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment would  infer  that  the  goyemment  of  Juarez  was  one  with  which  it  was 
impossible  to  treat. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  to  be  understood  from  the  Spanish  instruction  that 
the  convention  of  Soledad  was  not  to  be  set  aside,  and  that  the  demands  of  the 
allies  were  to  be  laid  before  the  Mexican  commissioners  for  their  assent  or 
refusal. 

But  her  Majesty's  government  have  never  yet  heard  from  the  government  of 
the  Emperor  whether  the  convention  of  Soledad  is  considered  by  France  to  be 
binding,  or  whether  it  is  to  be  disallowed. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL 


No.  99. 

Earl  (Jowley  to  Earl  Russell. 

Paris,  April  25,  1862. 

Mv  Lord  :  With  reference  to  your  lordship's  despatch  of  the  21st  mstant, 
stating  that,  although  her  Majesty's  government  had  been  informed  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Spanish  government  with  reference  to  the  convention  of  Soledad, 
they  had  never  heard  from  the  French  government  whether  that  convention  n 
considered  by  them  to  be  binding,  or  whether  it  is  to  be  disavowed.  I  hafe 
the  honor  to  say  that,  having  brought  this  matter  before  M.  Thoavenel  yeekr- 
day,  his  excellency  replied  that,  although  the  imperial  government  disapj^Ted 
the  convention  in  question,  thev  could  not  dispute  its  validity.  If,  then,  the 
negotiations  between  the  allied  conmiissioners  and  the  Mexican  governmeat 
should  be  broken  off,  its  provisions  must  be  strictly  observed.  M.  Thouvend 
intimated  fnrther  that  the  commissioners  would  have  to  decide  the  moment  wbes 
the  negotiations  should  be  broken  off,  if  at  all ;  whereupon  the  convention  signed 
in  London  on  the  3l6t  October  last  would  naturally  be  the  guide  for  their  fo^ 
proceedings. 

M.  Dul^is  de  Saligny  is  now  the  sole  French  commissioner.  General  Lorenoex 
has  no  diplomatic  powers. 

M.  Thouvenel  took  occasion  to  observe  that  the  French  government  had  bo 
pretensions  to  put  forward  in  Mexico  beyond  the  satis&ction  of  their  l^timale 
grievances. 

I  have,  &c., 

COWLEY. 


No.  100. 


Sir  C.  Wykt  to  Earl  Russell. 


Vera  Cruz,  March  5, 1862. 
My  Lord  ;  In  otlt  fonrteenth  conference,  held  the  26th  of  February,  Gen^  I 
Prim  commmncate^  V>  xxa  \!li^  t%Na^'c»>Xwv  \rj  '^^kksAkbI  Juarez  of  the  prelimi-  | 
naries  of  Soledad,    Ti^  «A.  \\i^  «»«cafc  ^^afc  ^^^^  V^  "^  ^  V^i^s^  \sss«i.v«^ 
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Doblado,  requesting  ns  to  return  the  cnstom-house  of  Vera  Cmz  to  the  Mexican 
authorities,  subject  to  certain  concessions  on  their  part,  and  asking  us  to  fix  the 
day  for  the  commencement  of  the  conferences  of  th)B  allied  commissioners  with 
the  Mexican  plenipotentiaries  at  Orizaba. 

General  Prim  was  authorized  by  us  to  state,  in  reply,  that  the  conferences  at 
Orizaba  might  commence  on  the  15th  of  April  next,  and  that  the  custom-house 
of  Vera  Cruz  would  be  given  over  to  the  Mexican  authorities  on  the  following 
conditions : 

1.  That  instead  of  one  intervenor  there  should  be  three,  one  of  each  of  the 
allied  nations,  and  that  these  posts  should  be  filled  by  the  respective  consuls. 

2.  That  instead  of  putting  aside  50  per  cent,  of  the  produce  of  the  custom- 
house for  the  payment  of  foreign  credits,  matters  should  be  placed  in  the  stcUu 
quo  they  were  in  before  the  law  of  July  17  last  suspending  the  payments  due 
from  the  custom-houses,  the  assignments  due  to  foreign  crecutors  by  treaty  stipu- 
lations having  amounted  at  that  period  to  about  77  per  cent,  of  the  proauce  of 
the  customs,  of  which  59  per  cent,  belonged  to  English  creditors. 

3.  That  the  provisions  and  other  articles  required  for  the  use  of  the  allied 
forces  should  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  duties. 

I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  101. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  RuMtU. 

Vera  Chuz,  March  6,  1862. 

Mv  Lord  :  The  fifteenth  conference  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  formally 
handing  over  the  Vera  Cruz  custom-house  to  the  Mexican  authorities,  but  on 
the  same  morning  couriers  arrived  from  the  city  of  Mexico  informing  me  that 
the  government  was  again  endeavoring  to  levy  the  obnoxious  tax  on  capital^ 
which  had  before  given  rise  to  such  an  outcry  amongst  the  foreign  residents, 
and  that  they  were  actually  proceeding  to  embargo  the  property  of  all  such 
persons  as  resisted  the  payment  of  the  tax. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  pointed  out  to  my  colleagues  that  we  ought  not 
to  return  the  custom-house  to  a  government  showing  so  little  consideration  for 
our  fellow-subjects,  and  that  as  fiur  as  I  was  concerned  I  could  not  consent  to 
such  a  measure  until  the  government  desisted  from  levying  a  tax  which,  now 
that  we  have  entered  into  friendly  negotiations  with  them,  could  not  in  any  way 
be  justified. 

The  Spanish  and  French  commissioners  fully  agreeing  with  me,  a  communi- 
cation to  this  effect  was  addressed  to  the  government,  and  our  last  conference 
in  Vera  Cruz  was  closed  by  the  resolution  to  retain  the  custom-house  for  the 
present,  and  to  give  to  our  intervenors  the  same  salary  as  is  allowed  to  the 
«<  oficial  mayor"  of  the  establishment,  amounting  to  about  $3,000  a  year. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  102. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

Orizaba,  March  10,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  On  the  26th  ultimo  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere  left  Vera 
Cruz  with  the  French  troops  en  route  for  the  town  of  Tehuacan,  leaving  M.  de 
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Saligny  to  represent  France  at  any  further  conferences  that  might  take  plaee 
before  the  departure  of  the  commiBsionerB  for  the  interior. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  General  Prim  left  with  the  Spanish  troops  for  the 
towns  of  Cordova  and  Orizaba,  and  on  the  7th  I  also  left  Vera  Cruz  for  this 
place,  which  I  reached  on  the  afternoon  of  the  10th. 

Commodore  Dunlop  and  M.  de  Saligny  are  still  at  the  port,  where  they  wiD 
remain  until  after  the  arrival  of  the  mail  from  England,  when  they  will  come 
up  here  to  attend  the  conferences  with  the  Mexican  plenipotentiaries,  which  wiU 
begin  on  the  15th  proximo. 

I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WTKE. 


No.  103. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell 


Orizaba,  March  27,  1862. 

Mv  Lord  :  In  my  despatch  of  the  6th  instant  I  informed  your  lordship  that 
at  the  last  conference  held  before  leaving  Vera  Cruz  it  was  resolved  not  to 
return  the  Vera  Cruz  custom-house  to  the  Mexican  authorities  so  long  as  tiie 
government  continued  to  attempt  levving  the  obnoxious  tax  on  capital. 

Since  that  time  I  have  corresponded  privately  with  Senor  Doblado  on  this 
subject,  the  result  of  which  correspondence  was  his  sending  down  here  the  min- 
isters of  finance  and  justice  to  confer  with  Greneral  Prim  and  myself  on  a  matter 
which  threatened  to  bring  about  an  open  rupture  betyeen  ourselves  and  the 
government  if  they  continued  a  line  of  conduct  so  detrimental  to  the  interests 
of  our  respective  fellow-subjects. 

After  various  conversations  with  the  two- ministers,  in  which  they  obstinately 
maintained  the  right  of  their  government  to  levy  whatever  taxes  they  chose  to 
impose,  they  finally  gave  way,  and  agreed  no  longer  to  persist  in  carrying  out  a 
measure  to  which  we  were  so  unanimously  opposed. 

As  soon  as  our  colleagues  come  up  from  Vera  Cruz  this  decision  will  be  offi- 
cially communicated  to  them,  in  order  that  our  original  resolution  with  respect 
to  the  custom-house  may  be  carried  into  effect,  as  our  retaining  it  any  longer 
than  is  absolutely  necessary  only  results  in  the  most  serious  inconvenience  to 
the  whole  commercial  body. 

I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  104. 

[Extract.] 

Sir  a  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

Orizaba,  March  27,  1862. 

In  my  last  month's  correspondence  I  fully  explained  the  circumstances  which 
led  to  the  preliminary  convention  of  La  Soledad,  by  which  the  allied  troops  were 
permitted  to  occupy  the  towns  of  Cordova,  Orizaba,  and  Tehuacan,  until  the 
commencement  of  and  pending  the  negotiations  between  ourselves  and  the 
Mexican  government,  which  are  to  commence  on  the  1 5th  of  next  month.    The 
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Spanish  and  French  troops  are  already  located  in  these  towns,  where  they  would 
bave  remained  as  agreed  on  had  it  not  been  for  the  following  circumstance : 

General  Almonte,  late  Mexican  minister  in  Paris,  and  now  considered  as  the 
chief  of  the  reactionary  party  here,  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  by  last  month's  mail 
from  Europe.  As  he  is  exiled  from  the  country  for  his  political  opinions,  he 
could  not  leave  the  walls  of  the  town,  where  he  received,  as  long  as  he  remained 
in  it,  the  protection  of  the  allied  forces.  Whilst  there  he  joined,  naturally  enough, 
the  remnant  of  Miramon's  partisans,  who  enjoyed  the  same  protection  as  him- 
self on  similar  conditions. 

As  long  as  things  remained  in  this  state  no  harm  was  done,  but  after  the  de- 
parture of  General  Prim  and  myself  General  Almonte  and  his  friends  formed 
the  project  of  penetrating  into  the  interior  of  the  countrv  under  the  protection 
of  the  French  troops.  This  I  am  sorry  to  say  was  afforaed  to  them  by  General 
Lorencez,  with  whom  they  all  came  up  to  Cordova  a  few  days  ago. 

On  Commodore  Dunlop  becoming  aware  of  what  had  occurred  he  remon- 
strated with  M.  de  Saligny,  who  replied  that  Greneral  de  Lorencez  was  acting 
in  this  matter,  as  far  as  General  Almonte  was  concerned,  under  direct  orders 
from  the  Emperor. 

On  the  arrival  at  this  place  of  General  Lorencez,  both  the  Conde  de  Reus  and 
myself  pointed  out  to  him  the  evil  effects  likely  to  ensue  from  his  having  taken 
8uch  a  step,  which  neither  General  Prim  nor  myself  could  approve  of;  for  we 
considered  it  as  a  violation  of  that  neutralitv  which  we  were  all  bound  to  ob- 
serve by  the  stipulations  of  the  convention  of  the  31st  of  October  last. 

General  de  Lorencez,  instead  of  saying  anything  about  the  Emperor's  orders 
to  which  M.  de  Saligny  had  referred,  at  once  expressed  his  regret  at  having 
done  that  which  he  now  saw  would  so  gravely  compromise  our  good  faith  with 
the  Mexican  government,  and  offered  to  send  the  party  back  again  to  Vera  Cruz. 
In  the  meantime  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re,  thinking  that  such  orders  had 
really  been  given  to  General  Lorencez,  wrote  from  Tehuacan  to  the  Conde  de 
Beus  announcing  the  arrival  of  General  Almonte  under  French  protection. 

I  herewith  transmit,  for  your  lordship's  information,  copies  of  a  correspond- 
ence between  General  Prim  and  myself,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  admiral  on  the 
other,  by  which  you  will  perceive  the  serious  mischief  likely  to  arise  from  the 
French  agents  here  having  adopted  a  line  of  conduct  which  both  the  Conde  de 
Reus  (General  Prim)  and  mysdf  consider  a  direct  departure  from  the  strictly 
impartial  conduct  that  both  they  and  ourselves  were  bound  to  observe. 

It  is  by  avoiding  bloodshed,  and  getting  our  intervention  to  be  looked  at  in 
the  light  of  a  fiiendly  protectorate,  that  we  can  alone  succeed  in  obtaining  the 
object  of  our  mission,  when  we  should  rally  all  the  really  sensible  and  good 
people  in  the  country  around  us,  and,  with  their  aid,  be  enabled  to  consolidate 
a  government  representing  the  intelligence  and  respectability  of  the  nation. 

It  is  not  by  openly  supporting  the  reactionary  faction  and  rekindling  a  civil 
war  that  a  monarchy  can  be  established  here,  for  such  a  change  can  only  be 
brought  about  at  the  desire  of  a  large  and  influential  party  in  the  country,  de-* 
termined  to  adopt  that  form  of  government  of  their  own  free  will,  and  without 
having  it  imposed  on  them  by  foreign  bayonets.  Such  a  party  has  yet  to  be 
found,  for  at  present  it  certainly  does  not  exist,  or  it  would  have  given  some 
signs  of  life  during  the  last  three  months  that  the  allies  have  occupied  a  portion 
of  the  Mexican  territory  with  a  lai^  armed  force. 

As  the  convention  of  the  31st  of  October  last  distinctly  binds  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  right  of  the  Mexican  nation 
freely  to  choose  and  consolidate  its  own  form  of  government,  I  cannot  but 
deplore  that  the  French  agents  here  should  have  thought  lit  to  extend  their 
protection  to  the  chiefs  of  a  party  now  in  open  rebellion  against  that  govern- 
ment which  the  Mexican  nation  has  elected,  and  which  those  very  agents  have 
recognized  by  entering  into  negotiations  with  at  the  same  time  as  ourselves. 
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Admiral  Jmrien  de  la  Gravi^re,  by  adopting  a  separate  line  of  action  without 
consulting  us,  in  withdrawing  his  troops  from  Tehoacan  and  predicting  tlie 
probable  £Eulare  of  our  forthcoming  negotiations  with  the  Mexican  goTemment, 
nas  seriously  damaged  our  position,  and  considerably  lessened  that  chance  of 
success  which  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose  would  have  attended  our  combined 
action  in  a  matter  equally  affecting  the  interests  of  all  parties  concerned. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  the  admiral  addressed,  on  the  26th 
instant,  to  the  Mexican  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  in  which  his  excellency  states 
his  reasons  for  the  line  of  conduct  he  has  thought  fit  to  adopt. 


[Enclosare  1  in  No.  104.] 

Sir  C,  Wyke  and  the  Count  de  Reus  to  Vice-Admiral  de  la  Graviire, 

Orizaba,  le  23  Mars,  1862. 

Les  soussign^s,  commissaires  diplomatiques  de  sa  Majesty  la  Reine  du  royaome 
nni  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  de  sa  Majestd  la  Reine  d'Espagne,  out  rhonnenr 
de  porter  k  la  connaissance  de  son  excellence  TAdmiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere, 
qu'en  vue  de  I'attitude  prise  par  la  party  Fran^aise  de  rexp^ition  alliee  et  do 
caract^re  des  resolutions  adoptees  par  les  chefs  Fran^ais  non  conformes  anx 
stipulations  de  la  convention  de  Londres,  ils  croient  qu*une  entrevue  des  repr6- 
sentants  des  trois  puissances  est  non  seulement  opportune  mais  indispensable. 

Les  plcnipotentiaires  d'Angleterre  et  d'Espagne  prie  done  avec  instance  eoa 
excellence  M.  PAmiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere  de  vouloir  bien  se  rendre  i 
Orizaba  le  plut6t  possible;  et  aujourd'hui  m6me  ils  adressent  une  semblabk 
pri^re  k  M.  de  Saligny  pour  avoir  une  conference  afin  que  les  explications 
auxquelles  elle  donnera  lieu  servent  k  fixer  la  conduite  que  tons  de  common 
accord  ou  chacun  s^^par^ment,  si  Taccord  n'est  pas  possible,  doivent  tenir 
dordnavant. 

Les  soussignds,  &c. 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
EL  CONDE  DE    REUS. 


[[Yaoslatkm] 

Orizaba,  March  23,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  diplomatic  commissioners  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain,  have 
the  honor  to  make  known  to  his  excellency  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere,  that 
with  reference  to  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  French  portion  of  the  allied  expe- 
edition,  and  to  the  character  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Fr^ich  com- 
manders,  not  in  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  convention  of  London, 
they  consider  that  a  meeting  of  the  representatives  of  the  three  powers  is  not 
only  opportune  but  indispensable. 

The  representatives  of  England  and  of  Spain  ther^ore  earnestly  request  bi« 
excellency  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere  to  be  so  good  as  to  vIbU  Orizaba  u 
soon  as  possible ;  and  this  very  dav  they  address  the  same  request  to  M.  de 
Saligny,  to  hold  a  conference  in  order  that  the  explanations  for. which  it  wiU 
afford  an  opportunity  may  serve  to  determine  the  conduct  which  all  of  one 
accord,  or  each  separately  in  case  agreement  should  not  be  possible,  are  to  hold 
for  the  future. 

The  undersignedi  &c. 
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[Enclosure  2  in  No.  104.] 

Vice-Admiral  de  la  Graviere  to  Sir  C,  Wykt  and  the  Count  dt  Retu, 

Tkhuacan,  le  24  Mars,  1862. 

Le  BouBsignd,  commandant-en-clief  dcs  forces  exp^ditionnairea  Fran^aisee  an 
Mexique,  et  plenipotentiaire  spc^cial  de  sa  Majeste  TEmpereur  des  Fran^ais,  a 
rhonneur  de  faire  connaitre  k  leurs  excellences  MM.  les  oommissaires  de  sa 
Majestd  la  Heine  du  royanme  uni  de  la  Grand  Bretagne  et  de  sa  Majesti^  la 
Heine  d'Espagne,  qn'il  s'empreBsera  de  defdrer  au  desir  qu'ils  veulent  bien  loi 
exprimer  de  le  voir  k  Orizaba  aussitdt  qu'il  aura  pris  les  dispositions  ndcessaires 
pour  assurer  le  mouvement  retrograde  de  ses  troupes  vers  le  Chiquihuite. 

Par  suite  de  la  lenteur  des  communications  entre  le  Mexique  et  TEurope,  des 
incidents  impr^vus  sont  venus  modifier  profonddment  Tetat  de  choses  qu'avait 
cr^e  la  convention  de  la  Soledad.  Mais  il  est  nn  devoir  que  le  soussignd  ne 
Baurait  mdconnaitre,  c'est  celui  d'^xecuter  lojalement  les  stipulations  en  vertu 
desquelles  Ini  a  ^i^  ouvert  Pacers  du  plateau  ou  se  trouvent  en  ce  moment 
dtablies  ces  troupes. 

D'accord  sur  ce  point  avec  leurs  excellences  les  oommlssaires  de  sa  Majesty 
la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  de  sa  Majesty  la  Reine  d'Espagne,  il  n'admet 
pas  qu'il  lui  soit  permis  de  se  prdvaloir  de  cette  convention  pour  creer  le 
moindre  embarras  au  gouvememcnt  actuel  du  Mexique.  Des  hommes  honor- 
ables  et  investis  de  la  confiance  du  gouvemement  de  PEmpereur  sont  venus  k 
Vera  Cruz  avec  la  mission  de  faire  comprendre  k  leurs  compatriotes  le  but  tout 
pacifique  de  notre  intervention.  En  vertu  d'instructions  directement  transmises 
au  g6ndral  commandant  le  corps  expdditionnaire,  ces  hommes  ont  obtenu  la  pro* 
tection  de  notre  drapeau.  Le  soussignd  ne  pent  que  ratifier  ce  qui  a  etd  fait  ii 
cet  ^gard  sans  sa  participation. 

La  seule  chose  qu'il  lui  reste  k  faire  c'est  de  ddgager  le  plus  t6t  possible  sa 
signature  d'un  acte  qui  ne  semble  plus  de  nature  k  recevoir  I'approbation  de  son 
gouvemement.  Aux  termes  de  la  convention  de  la  Soledad  le  soussigne,  lais- 
sant  ses  h6pitaux  sous  la  garde  de  la  nation  Mexicaine,  va  done  s'empresser  de 
faire  retrograder  ses  troupes  au  delk  des  positions  fortifides  Chiquihuite.  Une 
fois  sur  ce  terrain  il  ne  s'en  montrera  pas  moins  moderd,  mais  il  sera  plus  libre. 
La  France,  il  en  est  convaincu,  ne  mettra  jamais  au  Mexique  ses  armes  au 
service  d'aucun  parti.  EUe  se  bomera,  le  jour  oii  les  hostilitds  devront  se 
ronvrir,  k  accepter  le  concours  de  tons  les  Mexicains  qui  auront  confiance  dans 
ses  bonnes  intentions  et  dans  l'inter\'ention  Europeeune. 

II  serait  probablement  sans  intdret  de  rdunir  de  nouveau  la  conftJrencc  avant 
rarrivde  des  nouvelles  que  doit  nous  apporter  le  prochaiu  courrier  attcndu 
d'Europe.  Ce  n'est  point  d'ailleurs  avant  cette  dpoque  que  M.  Dubois  de 
Saligny,  plenipotentiaire  de  sa  majesty  I'Empereur  au  m^me  titre  que  le  com- 
mandant-en-chef des  forces  Fran^aises,  pourra,  vu  I'etat  de  sa  santd,  se  trouver 
k  Orizaba.  D'ici  \k  le  mouvement  des  troupes  que  le  soussign^  doit  continuer 
a  diriger  aura  pu  recevoir  un  commencement  d'ex^cution,  et  le  gouvemement 
Mexicain  aura  etd  ainsi  ^difid  sur  la  scrupuleuse  fidt^litd  avec  laquelle  le  sous- 
Bignd  entend  remplir  ses  engagements. 

Si  ce  gouvemement,  comprenant  ses  v^ritables  int^rets,  se  ddclarait  pret,  d^s 
aujourd'hui,  k  proclamer  une  amnistie  complete,  absolue,  sans  conditions  et  sans 
reserves ;  s'il  s'en  remettait  aux  pldnipotentiaires  des  hautes  puissances  du  soin 
d 'examiner  et  de  rdgler  de  concert  le  meilleur  mode  k  suivre  pour  consulter  le 
voeu  sincere  et  vt^ritable  du  pays,  le  soussignd  serait  pret  k  se  rendre  k  Mexico 
avec  ses  troupes  pour  j  protdger  la  paix  publique,  au  nom  des  trois  puissances 
sienataires  de  la  convention  du  31  Octobre.  II  coit,  et  si  ses  souvenirs  sont 
fideles  cette  opinion  ne  peut  manquer  d'etre  partagee  par  ses  collegues,  que  des 
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troupes  Fran^aises  seraient  accueilles  avec  moins  d'ombrage  dans  Ic  capitale  du 
Mexique  que  d'autres  troupes  contre  lesquelles  les  partis  n'h^siteraient  pas  a 
invoquer  d'injustes  et  regrettables  prdjuges.  Si  cette  proposition  avait  quelque 
chance  d'etre  admise  par  le  gouvemement  Mexicain,  le  soussign^  ne  doute  paa 
qu'ellc  ne  re^ut  Tapprobation  des  plt^nipotentiaires  de  sa  Majcste  la  Reine  de  la 
Grande  Bretagne  et  de  sa  Majestd  la  Reine  d'Espagne,  puisqu'elle  t^ndrait  a 
preserver  le  Mexique  des  cakmiit^s  de  la  guerre  et  a  reserrer  les  liens  d'une 
alliance  d'ou  doit  indvitablement  sortir  pour  ce  pays  un  meilleur  avenir. 

S'il  n'a  point  re^u  avant  le  1  Avril  une  response  favorable  4  cette  proposition, 
le  soussignd  deyra  mettre,  au  terme  qu'il  a  fixe,  ses  troupes  en  mouvemeDt,  afin 
de  ne  point  s'exposer  a  compromettre  leur  santd  par  de  nouveaux  retards. 

Le  soussign^,  &c. 

E.  JURIEN. 


[TranslatioD.] 

Tkhuacan,  March  24,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  commander-in-chief  of  the  expeditionary  French  forces  in 
Mexico,  and  special  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
has  the  honor  to  make  Known  to  their  excellencies  the  commissioners  of  her 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  of  her  Majesty 
the  Queen  of  Spain,  that  he  will  hasten  to  meet  the  wish  which  they  have  been 
BO  good  as  to  express  to  him  to  see  him  at  Orizaba,  as  soon  as  he  shall  have 
made  the  arrangements  necessary  to  secure  the  retirement  of  hia  troops  towards 
Ghiquihuite. 

In  consequence  of  the  slowness  of  communications  between  Mexico  and 
Europe,  miforeseen  events  have  occurred  to  modify  considerably  the  state  of 
things  created  by  the  convention  of  Soledad.  There  is,  however,  a  duty  whicli 
the  undersigned  cannot  ignore,  and  that  is  the  frank  execution  of  the  stipnla- 
tions  in  virtue  of  which  access  has  been  opened  to  him  to  the  position  in  which 
his  troops  are  at  the  present  moment  established. 

Being  of  the  same  opinion  on  this  point  as  their  excellencies  the  commis- 
sioners of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  her  Majesty  the  Queen 
of  Spain,  he  does  not  admit  that  he  is  at  liberty  to  avail  himself  of  that  conven- 
tion in  order  to  create  the  slightest  embarrassment  to  the  existing  government 
of  Mexico.  Honorable  men,  and  persons  enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Emperor,  have  come  to  Mexico  with  the  mission  to  make  their 
countrymen  understand  the  completely  peacefiil  object  of  our  intervention.  In 
virtue  of  instructions  addressed  directlv  to  the  general  commanding  the  expedi- 
tionarv  corps,  these  men  have  obtained  the  protection  of  our  flag.  The  under- 
signed cannot  do  otherwise  than  ratify  what  has  been  done  in  this  respect 
without  his  participation. 

The  only  thing  which  remains  for  him  to  do  is  to  withdraw,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, his  signature  from  an  act  which  no  longer  appears  of  a  nature  to  receive 
the  approval  of  his  government.  In  conformity  with  the  convention  of  Soledad, 
the  undersigned,  leaving  his  hospitals  under  the  guardianship  of  the  Mexican 
nation,  will  therefore  hasten  ^o  cause  his  troops  to  retire  beyond  the  fortified 
positions  of  Ghiquihuite.  When  once  this  position  is  taken  he  will  not  be  the 
less  moderate,  but  the  more  free.  France,  he  is  convinced,  will  never,  in  3fexico, 
place  her  arms  at  the  service  of  any  party.  She  will  confine  herself,  at  the 
time  when  hostilities  must  be  resumea,  to  accepting  the  concurrence  of  all  Mex- 
icans who  may  feel  confidence  in  his  good  intentions  and  in  the  European  inter- 
vention. 

It  would  probably  \>e  oi  x^o  «vac\  V^  xewmV^  ?i!tc^^  iVi^^  <»Qnference  before  the 
arrival  of  the  inteVUgeuce  \i\i\c\i  \)ti^  we^X.  ^wimx  %i^Y^^\fc^  ^^wsi^^^Ka^^cs^v 
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bring  to  us.  It  will  not,  moreover,  be  at  an  earlier  date  that  M.  Dubois  de 
8aligny,  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor,  with  similar  powers  as  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  French  forces,  will  be  able,  considering  the  state  of 
his  health,  to  go  to  Orizaba.  In  the  mterval,  the  movement  of  troops,  which 
the  undersigned  must  continue  to  direct,  may  possibly  have  commenced  to  be 
ppt  in  execution,  and  the  Mexican  government  may  thus  have  learnt  the  scru- 
pulous fidelity  with  which  the  undersigned  knows  how  to  fulfil  his  engage- 
ments. 

If  that  government,  understanding  its  true  interests,  should  declare  itself 
ready  at  once  to  proclaim  a  complete  and  absolute  amnesty,  unaccompanied  by 
conditions  or  reserves;  if  it  would  commit  to  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  high 
powers  the  care  to  examine  and  to  determine,  in  concert,  the  best  course  to  be 
pursued  with  a  view  to  consult  the  sincere  and  true  wishes  of  the  country,  the 
undersigned  would  be  ready  to  proceed  to  Mexico  with  his  troops  to  protect 
public  peace  in  the  name  of  the  three  powers  parties  to  the  convention  of  the 
Slst  of  October.  He  believes,  and  if  his  recollection  is  correct,  the  opinion 
cannot  fail  to  be  shared  by  his  colleagues,  that  French  troops  would  be  received 
with  less  offence  in  the  Mexican  capital  than  other  troops  against  whom  parties 
would  not  hesitate  to  bring  forward  unjust  and  deplorable  accusations.  Should 
this  proposition  have  any  chance  of  being  admitted  by  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, the  undersigned  does  not  doubt  but  that  it  would  receive  the  approbation 
of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  of  her 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain,  since  it  would  tend  to  preser^-e  Mexico  from  the 
calamities  of  war,  and  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  an  alliance  from  which  a  more 
prosperous  future  for  this  country  would  inevitably  result. 

If  he  has  not  received  a  favorable  reply  to  this  proposal  before  the  Ist  of 
April,  the  undersigned  must  put  his  troops  in  motion  at  the  date  which  he  has 
specified,  in  order  not  to  expose  himself  to  a  compromise  of  their  health  by 
firesh  delays. 

The  undersigned,  &c.  E.  JURIEN. 


[Enclosure  3  in  No.  104.] 
Sir  C  Wj/ke  to  Vice- Admiral  de  la  Graviere. 

Orizaba,  March  27,  1862. 

M.  l'Amiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excel- 
lency's communication  dated  the  24th  instant,  being  a  reply  to  the  joint  note 
addressed  to  you  on  the  23d  instant  by  his  excellency  the  Conde  de  Reus  and 
myself,  in  which  we  begged  you  to  come  here  without  delay,  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  a  conference  on  certain  matters  connected  with  the  arrival  of  General 
Almonte  at  Cordova,  under  the  protection  of  the  French  troops  commanded  by 
General  de  Lorencez.  On  the  same  day  similar  invitations  were  sent  by  us  to 
Commodore  Dunlojp  and  M.  de  Saligny  at  Vera  Cruz,  as  the  events  to  which  I 
have  already  alluded  were  of  sufficient  importance  to  call  for  the  immediate 
presence  here  of  all  the  representatives  of  the  three  powers. 

I  now  learn,  with  as  much  siirprise  as  regret,  that  we  cannot  hope  to  see  you 
here  until  you  have  taken  the  measures  necessary  for  securing  the  retrograde 
movement  of  your  troops  from  Tehuacan  to  the  other  side  of  the  Chiquihuite 
Pass. 

Your  excellency  informs  me  "  that,  in  consequence  of  the  tardiness  of  com- 
munications arriving  from  Europe  to  Mexico,  unlooked-for  incidents  have  oc- 
curred which  essentially  modify  the  state  of  things  which  gave  rise  to  the 
preliminary  convention  signed  at  the  Soledad"  by  General  Doblado  and  the 
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Conde  de  Reae,  and  which  convention,  I  most  remind  yon,  was  formally  sanc- 
tioned and  ratified  by  as  all  a  few  hours  after  its  signature. 

What  the  incidents  can  be  to  which  your  excellency  alludes  I  know  not,  bat 
permit  me,  with  all  due  respect,  to  remark  that  they  should  have  been  communi- 
cated officially  to  your  assembled  colleagues  in  a  conference  specially  held  for 
that  purpose,  before  you  adopted  a  distinct  line  of  action  which  virtually  separ- 
ates you  from  an  engagement  entered  into  by  us  collectively. 

By  the  Soledad  convention  it  was  agreed,  that  in  the  event  of  the  conferences 
to  be  held  in  this  town  on  the  15th  of  next  month  failing  in  their  object,  the 
allied  troops  were  then  to  fall  back  to  Paso  Ancho,  from  whence  they  would 
under  such  circumstances  make  a  hostile  advance,  and  take  by  force  those 
places  which  we  now  occupy  as  friends,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Mexican 
government. 

As  the  agreement  was  collective,  so  also  should  the  retrograde  movement 
have  been  simultaneous,  for  the  French  making  it  alone  now  weakens  our  posi- 
tion, and  naturally  induces  the  Mexicans  to  believe  those  rumors  of  late  so  car- 
rent,  to  the  effect  that  the  French  government  had  objects  distinct  from  their 
allies,  by  interfering  directly  in  the  party  strife  which  has  fot  years  past  dis- 
tracted this  unfortunate  ■  country.  These  rumors  have,  unfottunately,  been 
credited,  from  the  fact  of  General  de  Lorencez  having  actually\escorted  and 
brought  up  from  Vera  Cruz  Greneral  Almonte,  Padre  Miranda,  and  Wveral  other 
persons,  under  the  ban  of  that  government  which  we  have  formally  recognized 
by  entering  into  negotiations  with  them. 

Nobody  entertains  more  respect  for  General  Almonte  personally  than  I  do ; 
but  your  excellency  must  surely  be  aware  that  he  is  the  recognized  head  of  that 
party  led  bv  the  infamous  Marquez,  Gobos,  and  others  now  in  arms  and  at  open 
warfare  with  the  established  government  of  Mexico. 

What,  then,  can  be  thought  of  the  impartiality  of  our  intervention,  if  the 
representatives  of  one  of  the  allied  powers  openly  protect  and  introduce  into 
the  country  persons  who  are  exiled  from  it  as  rebels  to  a  government  with  which 
we  are  now  negotiating  ? 

If  I  have  rendered  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  personal  character  of  (Senend 
Almonte,  my  impartiality  will  not  be  called  in  question  when  I  inform  you  that 
your  other  prot^d.  Padre  Miranda,  is  a  man  whose  very  name  recalls  some  of 
the  worst  scenes  of  a  civil  war  which  has  proved  a  disgrace  to  the  civilization 
of  the  present  century.  It  appears  to  me  impossible  that  the  government  of 
your  august  sovereign  can  wisli  to  extend  its  all-powerful  protection  to  such  a 
man  as  this. 

With  regard  to  the  proposal  which  your  excellency  makes  for  an  advance  of 
the  French  troops  to  Mexico,  I  need  hardly  remind  you  that  the  government  of 
this  republic  would  never  consent  to  such  a  step  at  present,  whatever  it  may  be 
induced  to  do  hereafler,  for  they  would  naturally  consider  it  inopportune  until 
the  conferences  to  be  opened  on  the  15th  of  April  shall  decide  whether  we  can 
or  cannot  obtain  such  guarantees  and  concessions  by  persuasion  as  we  hare 
always  the  4ast  resort  of  exacting  by  force  of  arms. 

In  conclusion,  I  cannot  avoid  expressing  to  your  excellency  the  pain  caused 
to  both  the  Conde  de  Reus  and  myself  by  the  line  of  conduct  you  have  thought 
fit  to  adopt  on  the  present  occasion,  not  only  because  we  consider  that  you  have 
thereby  inflicted  a  slight  on  colleagues  who,  I  may  say  in  all  truth,  have  not 
deserved  it,  but  also  because  by  so  acting  you  have,  we  fear,  inspired  a  want  of 
confidence  in  the  Mexican  government  as  to  the  unity  of  our  action,  and  thcrebj 
aeriously  imperilled  the  success  of  the  forthcoming  negotiations  which  might 
under  other  cux^umstances  have  realized  the  views  of  the  allied  powers,  as  set 
forth  in  the  stipulations  of  the  convention  signed  by  their  representatives  in 
London  on  the  Slat  o^  OtloAofiT \«a\.. 

Since  writing  t\ie  a\)0've,  WLa^v^^a^ca^^s^iTiVj  ^^  ^w5^^'^^'^siQ5a,^<s6k^^ 
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desire,  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  yesterday  by  your  excellency  to  the  Mexi- 
can minister  for  foreign  affairs,  in  which  you  inform  him  that  having  no  hope  of 
a  favorable  result  arising  from  our  forthcoming  conferences  with  his  government, 
you  have  thought  it  your  duty  to  commence  on  the  1st  of  April  next  the  retro- 
grade movement  of  your  troops  towards  Paso  Ancho. 

This  communication  only  still  further  increases  the  regret  I  have  already  ex- 
pressed at  your  adopting  a  measure  so  likely  to  frustrate  the  object  of  those  ne- 
gotiations, to  the  proper  direction  of  which  we  had  looked  forward  with  hope 
for  the  successful  solution  of  questions  as  intimately  connected  with  the  import- 
ant interests  we  represent  as  with  the  future  prosperity  and  welfare  of  a  country 
we  come  to  pacify,  instead  of  again  distracting  by  stirring  up  the  embers  of 
parly  discora. 

I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


[Enclosiire  4  ia  No.  104  ] 
Vice-Admiral  de  la  Graviere  to  General  Doblado, 

Tehuacan,  le  26  Mars,  1862. 

Le  soussign^,  commandant-en-chef  des  forces  Fran9aises  et  pl^nipotentiaire 
special  de  sa  Majesty  1'  Empereur  des  Fran9ais  au  Mexique,  a  Phonneur  d'in- 
former  son  exellence  M.  le  ministre  des  relations  exterieures,  que  le  1  Avril  les 
troupes  cantonn^es  a  Tehuacan  se  mettront  en  marche  pour  se  retirer,  a  petites 
Stapes,  au  del^  de  la  position  fortifi^e  de  Ghiquihuite. 

Le  8oussign6  a  du  consid^rer  que  Tissue  des  conferences  qui  doivent  s'ouvrir 
le  15  Avril  k  Orizaba  pourrait  6tre  moins  favorable  qu'on  avait  eu  lieu  jusqu'ici 
de  Tesp^rer.  Fermement  r6solu  k  executor  loyalement  et  k  la  lettre  les  stipula- 
tions en  vertu  desquelles  lui  a  6t6  ouvert  Tacc^s  du  plateau  sup^rieur,  le  sous- 
8ign6  ne  pent  m^connaitre  que  Tex^cution  de  cet  engagement  serait  de  nature  a 
compromettre  gravement  la  sant6  de  ses  troupes,  s'il  attendait  la  fin  du  mois 
d* Avril  pour  les  mettre  en  mouvement. 

£n  consequence,  il  croit  de  son  devoir  d'aller  se  placer,  avant  I'ouverture  des 
conferences,  dans  la  position  que  ses  troupes  devraient  occnper  si  les  n^goeia- 
tions  aboutissaient  malheureusement  k  une  rupture. 

Conformement  aux  stipulations  de  Particle  V  de  la  convention  de  la  Soledad, 
le  soussigne  laissera  ses  hopitaux  sons  la  sauvegarde  de  la  nation  Mexicaine. 

Le  soussignee,  &c. 

E.  JURIEN. 


[Translation.] 

Tehuacan,  March  26,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  commander-in-chief  of  the  French  forces  in  Mexico,  and 
special  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  has  the 
honor  to  inform  his  excellency  the  minister  for  foreign  relations  that  the  troops 
stationed  at  Tehuacan  will  on  the  Ist  of  April  proceed  to  retire  by  short  stages 
beyond  the  fortified  position  of  Chiquilmite. 

The  undersigned  has  been  obliged  to  take  into  consideration  that  the  result  of 
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the  conferences  wliich  are  intended  to  be  opened  on  the  15th  April  at  Orizaba 
might  prove  less  favorable  than  there  has  hitherto  been  ground  to  expect.  Firmly 
resolved  to  execute  loyally  and  to  the  letter  the  stipulations  in  virtue  of  which 
access  to  the  upper  plateau  has  been  left  open  to  him,  the  undersigned  cannot 
conceal  from  himself  that  the  execution  of  this  engagement  would  be  calculated 
to  affect  gravely  the  health  of  his  troops  if  he  waited  until  the  end  of  the  month 
of  April  to  put  them  in  movement. 

In  consequence  he  deems  it  his  duty  to  place  himself  previous  to  the  opening 
of  the  conferences  in  the  position  which  his  troops  would  have  to  occupy  if  the 
negotiations  were  unhappily  to  terminate  in  a  rupture. 

Conformably  to  the  stipulations  of  article  V  of  the  convention  of  La  Soledad, 
the  undersigned  will  leave  his  hospitals  under  the  safeguard  of  the  Mexican 
nation. 

The  undersigned,  &c. 

E.  JURIEN. 


No.  105. 

[Extract.] 

Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  RusseU. 

Orizaba,  March  29,  1862. 

The  only  events  of  any  political  importance  that  have  taken  place  during  the 
month  are  the  entrance  into  the  country  of  General  Almonte,  Padre  Miranda, 
and  other  Mexican  refugees  under  French  protection,  and  the  death  of  General 
Robles  on  the  22d  instant  when  on  his  way  down  to  join  them  at  Cordova. 

He  was  accused  by  the  government  of  conspiring  with  the  reactionary  party, 
and  after  having  been  banished  from  Mexico,  was  confined  on  parole  to  the  pre- 
cincts of  some  small  town  near  Real  del  Monte,  from  which  he  escaped,  and  was 
coming  down  t^^is  way  for  the  purpose  mentioned,  when  he  was  captured  near 
San  Andrds,  a  village  some  fourteen  leagues  from  this  place. 

Knowing  what  his  fate  would  be.  General  Prim  and  myself  interceded  in  his 
favor  with  the  two  Mexican  ministers  who  were  then  here,  and,  after  considerable 
difficulty,  succeeded  in  inducing  them  to  write  to  the  general  commanding  at 
San  Andres  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  sentence  pronounced  against  him, 
until  a  further  application  for  his  pardon  could  be  made  to  the  supreme  govern- 
ment at  Mexico. 

This  letter  was  despatched  by  a  courier  at  7  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  Saturday 
last,  but  the  man  losing  his  way  in  the  night,  which  was  both  dark  and  stormy, 
only  succeeded  in  reaching  San  Andrds  on  the  following  day  at  11  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  whereas  poor  General  Robles  had  been  shot  at  6  o'clock. 

Although  nobody  can  defend  him,  for  conspiring  against  the  government, 
and  then  breaking  his  parole  to  join  the  chiefs  of  a  hostile  faction,  yet  every- 
body regrets  his  death,  for  he  was  a  thoroughly  amiable  man,  and  never  com- 
mitted any  of  those  acts  of  cruelty  and  oppression  by  which  most  Mexican 
generals  of  both  parties  have  rendered  themselves  so  notorious. 

General  Prim  returned  last  night  from  Tehuacan,  where  he  had  gone  the  day 
before  to  endeavor  to  persuade  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere  to  give  up  h& 
retrograde  movement,  as  well  as  to  send  back  to  Vera  Cruz  his  proteges  Almonte, 
Miranda,  and  the  others.  He  appears  to  have  been  only  partially  successful, 
but  he  did  induce  the  admiral  not  to  retire  beyond  Cordova,  which  is  on  this 
side  of  the  fortified  pass  at  the  Chiquihuite.    The  admiral  also  promised  not 
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to  allow  the  refugees  to  penetrate  for  the  present  further  into  the  interior  than 
Cordova,  where  he  would  r^nain  with  them  until  he  received  this  month's  mail 
from  Europe,  when  he  would  be  able  to  judge  whether  the  step  he  had  taken 
was  likely  or  not  to  be  approved  of  bj  his  government. 

Thus  stands  the  question,  therefore,  at  present,  but  nothing  can  now  change 
the  bad  effect  sure  to  be  produced  by  the  letter  which  he  addressed  to  this  gov- 
xnent  foretelling  the  failure  of  our  forthcoming  negotiations  with  them,  and 
announcing  the  retirement  of  his  troops,  nor  excuse  the  step  he  has  taken  of 
bis  own  accord  without  consulting  his  colleagues  assembled  in  conference,  as  he 
ought  to  have  done  before  adopting  a  line  of  his  own  in  opposition  to  the  pdlcy 
which  he  had  conjointly  pursued  with  us  up  to  that  moment. 

Greneral  Prim,  who  entirely  coincides  with  the  view  which  I  have  all  along 
taken  of  this  question,  will  re-embark  his  troops  and  retire  from  the  country 
should  the  French  not  modify  a  policy  which  he  condemns  equaUy  with  myself. 

Marquez,  at  the  head  of  about  2,000  men,  being  the  remnant  of  all  the  re- 
actionary forces,  is  said  to  be  manoeuvring  to  get  down  this  way  and  receive 
into  his  ranks  Padre  Miranda  and  the  other  people  whom  the  French  now  have 
under  their  protection  at  Cordova. 

Zuloaga  has,  I  hear,  resigned  his  claim  to  be  the  head  of  this  party  in  favor 
of  General  Almonte,  who  thus,  although  a  thoroughly  respectable  man  himself, 
becomes  implicated  and  mixed  up  with  some  of  the  worst  men  in  the  country. 


No.  106. 
Sir  a  Wyke  to  Earl  RusseU. 


Orizaba,  March  30,  1862. 

My  Lord:  With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  27th  instant,  enclosing 
copies  of  my  correspondence  with  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravidre,  I  have  now 
the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  further  communication  which  I  have  just  received 
from  his  excellency,  together  with  my  reply  thereto. 

As  the  courier  is  on  the  point  of  starting  with  the  mails  for  Vera  Cruz,  I  can 
only  refer  your  lordship  to  my  answer,  which  briefly  replies  to  all  the  main 
points  in  Admiral  Jurien's  letter. 
I  have,  dec, 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


[EncloBure  2  in  No.  106.] 
Vice-Admiral  de  la  Oraviire  to  Sir  C,  Wyke. 

Tehuacan,  le  29  Mars,  1862. 

M.  LB  MiNlSTRB:  J'ai  Phonneur  de  rdpondre  h.  la  note  que  votre  excellence 
m'a  fait  Thonneur  de  m'adresser  le  27  de  ce  mois.  J'ai  d^ja  pri^  M.  le  Comte 
de  Reus  de  transmettre  les  explications  que  je  lui  ai  denudes  verbalement  sur  le 
mouvement  projet^  dcs  troupes  Fran^aises  cantonndes  k  Tehuacan. 

Je  n'ai  fait  parvenir  jusqu'ici  au  gouvemement  Mexicain  aucune  des  notes 
que  j'avais  soumises.  par  rintermddiaire  de  M.  le  Comte  de  Reus,  k  vos  obser- 
vations. Ces  notes,  j'ai  I'honneur  de  vous  en  prdvenir,  doivent  ctre  considdr^es 
comme  non  avenues.  Hier  seulement  une  communication  de  M.  le  Gdndral 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 45 
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Zaragoza  m'a  para  exiger  nne  r^ponse  immediate,  et  j'ai  fait  connitre  officid- 
lement  k  M.  le  Ministre  des  relations  extdrieores  k  Mexico  mon  intention  de 
quitter  Tehoacan  le  1  Avril  poor  retrograder  avec  mes  troupes  jusq'lt  Paso  Ancbo. 
J*ai  adressi^  copie  de  cette  correspondance  k  M.  le  Gomte  Reus,  en  la  priant  de 
la  mettre  sous  vos  yeux. 

Au  moment  oil  les  troupes  alli^es  ont  quitt^  Vera  Cruz  pour  aller  occnper 
dans  rint^rieur  du  Mexique  les  cantonnements  qui  leur  ^taient  affect^es,  la  con* 
f<6rence  s'est  trouv^e  mat^riellement  dissoute  et  chacun  des  commisaaires  a  dt 
ponrvoir  sous  sa  responsabilit^  aux  incidents  impr^vus  qui  se  sont  pr^^it^.  U 
est  evident  que  lorsque  deux  des  commissaires  restaient  a  Vera  Cruz,  que  deu 
d'entr'eux  s*itablissaient  k  Orizaba,  et  que  le  cinquidme  ^tait  oblig^  de  sojourner 
k  Tehuacan,  11  ^tait  difficile,  si  non  impossible,  de  s'astreindre  k  ne  prendre 
aucune  decision  sans  une  deliberation  pr^alable  de  la  conference. 

Un  de  ces  incidents  qui  ont  eu,  je  ne  le  m^connais  pas,  le  plus  de  gravity,  a 
ete  le  depart  de  Vera  Cruz,  sous  Tescorte  d'nn  de  nos  bataiilons,  du  General 
Almonte,  du  Docteur  Miranda,  et  d'autres  emigres  arrives  d'Europe  sur  le  dernier 
paquebot  Anglais.  C'est  sans  mon  aveu  et  par  malentendu  regrettable  que  ces 
emigres  ont  obtenu  dans  cette  occasion  la  protection  de  notre  drapeau.  Je  snii 
tout  a  fait  d'avis  que  si  Ton  pent  accepter  le  secours  d'un  parti  lorsqu'on  est  en 
guerre  avec  un  gouvemement,  11  faut  au  contraire,  tant  que  dorent  les  negoda- 
tions,  s'interdire  soigneusement  toute  immixtion  ouverte  on  clandestine  dans  les 
affiures  interieures  du  pays.  Je  n'aurais  done  pas  hesite  k  inviter  les  emigr^ 
en  question  k  retoumer  k  Vera  Cruz,  si  le  meurtre  du  General  Bobles  ne  m*eot 
paru  un  defi  porte  par  le  parti  exalte  aux  conseils  de  moderation  que,  dds  k 
debut  de  nos  conferences,  nous  avos  essaye  de  faire  entendre.  J'ai  considere 
comme  une  injure  gratuite  k  la  loyaute  des  armes  Fran^aises  le  pretexte  dont  on 
s'est  servi  pour  mettre  k  mort  un  des  hommes  les  plus  justement  consideres  dn 
Mexique  et  dans  lequel  on  s'accordait  k  voir  Tespoir  non  de  parti  r^actionnaire, 
mais  oien  du  parti  modere.  J'ai  done  cm  qu'en  presence  de  ce  douloareux 
evdnement  il  7  aurait  une  insigne  faiblesse  de  notre  part  k  renier  lee  hommes 
auxqaels  avait  ete  accordee,  ne  fi£it-ce  que  par  une  erreur,  la  protection  de  ntitit 
drapeau,  et  j'ai  present  au  commandant  du  oataillon  qui  les  avait  amenes  jusqu'a 
Cordova  de  les  conserver  sous  sa  sauvegarde. 

Quant  au  mouvement  retrograde  dont  j'ai  notifie  Tintention  au  gouvemement 
Mexicain,  il  m'est  commande  par  le  plus  simple  prudence.  Tant  que  j'ai  cm 
qu'il  pourrait  sortir  des  conferences  d' Orizaba  un  arrangement  facile,  et  de  nature 
k  donner  une  satisfaction  complete  aux  inter^ts  de  la  France  je  me  suis  pea  in- 
quiete  de  me  trover  cantonne  avec  nos  troupes  a  trente  lieues  environ  du  point 
oil  je  devais  me  reporter,  si  les  negociations  n'aboutissaient  pas;  mais  lorsqa'fl 
m'a  paru  que  la  violence  des  passions  excitees  dans  ce  pays  ne  laisserait  pas  le 

Souvemement  Mexicain  maitre  d'obeir  k  ses  dispositions  conciliantes,  j'ai  dume 
emander  si  je  n'exposerais  pas  nos  troups  k  un  veritable  desastre,  en  les  n- 
menant  dans  la  terre  chaude  au  moment  des  plus  grandes  chaleurs,  et  au  milien  £ 
des  pluies  dont  personne  n'ignore  ici  la  funeste  influence.  Ces  considerationB  '* 
auraient  peut-^tre  plus  de  poids  dans  Pesprit  de  votre  excellence  si  des  troupes 
Anglaises  se  trouvaient  exposees  aux  perils  dont  je  tiens  essentiellemait  a 
preserver  les  miennes. 

£n  consentant  k  m'avancer  jusqu'k  Tehuacan  au  lieu  de  m'arr^ter  comme  ks 
troupes  Espagnoles  k  Orizaba,  j 'avals  donne  au  gouvemement  Mexicain  uie 
grande  preuve  de  ma  confiance  dans  Tissue  des  negociations.  £n  retrogradant, 
dds  le  1  Avril,  je  lui  fais  comprendre  en  effet  que  cette  confiance  a  ete  fort 
ebranie ;  mais  je  suis  loin  de  rompre  la  convention  que  nous  avons  signee.  Je 
me  prepare  au  contraire  k  I'executer  dans  sa  clause  la  plus  penible  et  la  pins 
rigoureuse. 

Rien  ne  saurait  &oncmdL\(^ex«x]i%Q»\iN^T[\.^Ts^^^ 
Tavenir  des  pr^lentioiift  c^\  Ti^«Mm<&xiL\.  y^\&X\^  ^»sm:^\ftk  v^[^(j^^s^s^ss^)[>^^5S9^^l- 
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B.  Si  ce  gonvernement  pent  mettre  aujoord'Hui  en  donte  Tunit^  de  notre 
1,  votre  excellence  me  permettra  de  lui  faire  respectueusement  observer, 
e  n'est  certainement  pas  k  moi  senl,  et  k  moi  le  premier,  qu'il  est  juste  de 
}rendre. 

r  les  observations  de  M.  le  Gomte  de  Reus,  j'ai  consent!  k  modifier  le  projet 
'avais  en  Thonneor  de  porter  k  la  connaissance  de  mes  collogues.  Je  ne 
p*aderai  pas  jasqu'4  Paso  Ancho;  je  m'arr^terai  k  Cordova.  Nos  troupes 
luveront  alors  dans  la  mSme  position  que  les  troupes  Espagnoles,  ayant 
le  elles  Tavantage  de  ne  plus  etre  qu'^  deux  dtapes  du  Cbiquihuite.  £n 
r  de  cette  concession,  je  demanderai  k  mes  collogues  de  vouloir  bien  se 
re  k  moi  pour  obtenir  du  souvemement  Mexicain  de  renoncer  an  sjst^me 
are  qu'il  a  cru  devoir  adopter  jusau'ici.  Non  seulement  il  importe  de 
e  un  terme  k  Tanxic^td  du  pays,  mais  il  faut  aussi  que  le  reprise  des  hostilit^s, 
i  devient  malheureusement  inevitable,  ne  soit  pas  ajoum^e  k  nne  ^poque 
s  troupes  Europ^ennes  se  trouveraient  dans  Timpossibilit^  de  tenir  la  cam- 
5.  Votre  excellence  a  toujour  6t6  d'accord  avec  nous  pour  reconnaitre  que 
3clamations  pecuniaires  n'avaient  point  6t6  le  seul  objet  de  notre  expedition. 
!  premiere  proclamation  au  peuple  Mexicain  lui  indiquait  suffisamment  le 
luB  gdn^reux  que  nous  poursuivions.  Nous  avons  tenu  le  meme  langage 
uvernement  de  la  republique.  Nous  lui  avons  dit  que  nous  venions  ici 
3tre  les  tdmoins  et  au  besom  les  protecteurs  ae  la  r^g^ndration  du  Mexique. 
me  permettrai  de  rdclamer  le  fiddle  accomplissement  de  ce  programme.  Je 
aderai  que  ce  soit  sur  ce  terrain  que  s'ouvrent  les  conferences  d'Orizaba,  et 
tnieux  formuler  ce  que  j'artends  du  gouvemement  de  la  rdpublique,  je  re- 
Jlerai  les  propositions  que  j'ai  eu  Tbonneur  de  soumettre  k  mes  collogues : 
Amnistie  complete,  absolue,  sans  conditions  et  sand  reserves,  pour  tous  les 
rits  politiques. 

Invitation  aux  troupes  allies  de  se  rendre  dans  la  capitale  pour  y  protdger 
X  publique,  et  aux  commissaires  des  trois  bautes  puissances  de  se  con- 
pour  r6gler  d'un  commun  accord  le  meilleur  mode  k  suivre  afin  de  consulter 
a  veritable  et  sincere  du  pays. 

ne  serait  particuli^rement  agrdable  de  retrouver  pour  faire  prdvaloir  ces 
Bitions  Tunanimite  de  nos  conferences.  Fort  de  cet  accord,  je  me  prdoc- 
u  moins  d'eventualitds  que  notre  bonne  harmonie  tendndt  ndcessairement 
urer.  Je  ne  pourrais  cependant  consentir  k  laisser  nos  troupes  k  Tebuacan, 
le  gouvemement  Mexicain  voulait  bien,  de  son  c6te,  nous  relever  de  obli- 
i  de  retrograder  en  cas  de  rupture  au  del^  du  Cbiquihuite. 
I 'est  rien  qui  excite  plus  vivement  la  sollicitude  de  PEmpereur  que  tout  ce 
ucbe  au  bien-6tre  et  k  la  santd  de  ses  troupes.  Placer  celles  qui  me  sont 
es  dans  une  situation  singuli^rement  dangereuse,  serait  mdconnaitre  le  pre- 
le  mes  devoirs  envers  mon  souverain  et  envers  mon  pays. 
»pere  que  ces  explications  auront  compldtement  ddifie  votre  excellence  sur 
itentions.  Je  serais  beureux  qu'elle  vouliit  bien  joindre  ses  efforts  k  ceux 
le  Comte  de  Reus  pour  engager  le  gouvemement  Mexicain  k  entrer  d^s  k 
it  dans  les  votes  de  la  concUiation,  et  k  nous  aider  par  sa  confiance  k  mettre 
itemeut  un  terme  k  la  guerre  civile. 

troupes  que  je  commande  se  mettront  en  marche  pour  Cordova  le  1  Avril. 
qui  arrivent  de  France  ont  re^u  Tordre  de  s'arreter  provisoirement  k  la 
id.  Je  saisirai  avec  empressement  tout  motif  suffisant  et  sdrieux  pour 
idre  notre  maix^he  retrograde,  bien  que  ce  mouvement  n'ait  rien  en  lui-meme 
isif ;  mais  apr^s  Texperience  des  laborieuses  ndgociations  que  nous  avons 
livies  ensemble  k  Vera  Cruz,  ce  serait  une  veritable  imprudence  de  Tespdrer. 
J'ai,  &c., 

E.  JURIEN,  Le  Vice-Amiral, 
nmandant'en-chefUs  Farces  Expeditionnairet  Franpaiscs  au  Meaique. 
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[Translation  ] 

Tehuacan,  March  29,  1862. 
M.  LB  M1NI8TRB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  the  note  which  yoar  excel- 
lency did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  27th  instant.  I  have  already 
requested  M.  le  Comte  de  Hens  to  forward  the  explanations  that  I  have  verballj 
given  him  respecting  the  projected  movement  of  the  French  troops  encamped  al 
Tehuacan. 

As  yet  I  have  not  sent  to  the  Mexican  government  any  of  the  notes  which  1 
had,  through  M.  le  Comte  de  Reus,  submitted  to  your  attention.  Those  notes, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  should  be  considered  as  cancelled.  Yesterdaj, 
however,  a  communication  from  M.  le  G^n^ral  Zaragoza  appeared  to  me  to  I^ 
quire  an  immediate  reply,  and  I  officially  made  known  to  the  minister  for  foreign 
affairs  at  Mexico  my  intention  of  leaving  Tehuacan  on  the  let  of  April,  for  & 
purpose  of  retiring  with  my  troops  to  Paso  Ancho.  I  forwarded  copies  of  tiis 
correspondence  to  M.  le  Comte  de  Reus,  requesting  him  to  make  you  acquamted 
with  it 

As  soon  as  the  allied  troops  left  Vera  Cruz  to  go  and  occupy,  in  the  interior  of 
Mexico,  the  cantonments  indkated,  the  conference  was  in  reality  dissolved,  aad 
each  of  the  commissioners  had  to  provide  on  his  own  responsibility  for  the  un- 
foreseen incidents  which  have  occurred.  It  is  evident  that  when  two  commis- 
sioners remained  at  Vera  Cruz,  two  others  were  established  at  Orizaba,  and  the 
fifth  was  obliged  to  reside  at  Tehuacan,  it  was  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
undertake  not  to  arrive  at  a  decision  without  a  previous  discussion  by  the  cod- 
ference. 

One  of  those  incidents  which  have  been,  I  do  not  deny,  of  a  very  serious 
kind,  was  the  departure  from  Vera  Cruz,  under  the  escort  of  one  of  our  bat- 
talions, of  General  Almonte,  Dr.  Miranda,  and  other  exiles  who  had  arriTed 
from  Europe  by  the  last  English  packet.  The  protection  of  onr  flag  wae  on 
this  occasion  given  to  those  exiles  without  my  acquiescence,  and  through  a  re- 
grettable misunderstanding. 

I  am  wholly  of  opinion  that,  although  the  assistance  of  a  party  can  be  ac- 
cepted when  war  is  aeclared  against  a  government,  any  open  or  secret  interference 
in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  country  should,  on  the  other  hand,  be  carefnllj 
avoided  as  long  as  the  negotiations  are  carried  on.  I  should  not,  therefore,  hare 
hesitated  to  recommend  the  exiles  in  question  to  return  to  Vera  Cruz,  if  the 
murder  of  General  Robles  had  not  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  defiance  hurled  by 
the  insensate  party  at  the  counsels  of  moderation  for  which,  since  the  commeDC^ 
ment  of  our  conferences,  we  have  tried  to  obtain  a  hearing.  I  considered  that 
there  was  a  gratuitous  insult  to  the  loyalty  of  the  French  arms  in  the  pretext 
used  to  put  to  death  one  of  the  men  who  are  the  most  justly  esteemed  in  Mexico, 
and  in  whom  every  one  saw  the  hope,  not  indeed  of  the  reactionary  party,  bm 
that  of  the  moderate  party.  I  therefore  thought  that,  in  view  of  that  melancholj 
event,  it  would  have  been  a  signal  weakness  on  our  part  to  disown  the  men  to 
whom  the  protection  of  our  flag  had,  even  though  by  mistake,  been  granted,  and 
I  ordered  the  commander  of  the  battalion  which  had  brought  them  to  CoidoTa 
to  retain  them  under  his  care. 

As  to  the  retrograde  movement  of  which  I  have  given  notice  to  the  Mexican 
government,  it  is  required  by  considerations  of  the  most  ordinary  prudence. 
As  long  as  1  thought  there  might  result  from  the  conferences  of  Orizaba  a  prac- 
ticable arrangement,  and  such  as  to  fully  satisfy  the  interests  of  France,  it  gave 
me  little  anxiety  to  find  myself  encamped  with  my  troops  at  some  thirty  leagues 
from  the  pouit  to  which  I  should  have  to  retire  if  the  negotiations  were  fruitless; 
but  when  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  violence  of  the  passions  excited  in  this 
country  would  not  leave  the  Mexican  government  at  liberty  to  follow  their  own 
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conciliatory  disposition,  I  had  to  reflect  whether  I  was  not  exposing  onr  troops 
to  a  positive  disaster  by  leading  them  back  into  the  hot  country  at  the  time  of 
the  greatest  heat,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  rains,  of  which  no  one  denies  the  per- 
nicious influence  in  this  country.  These  considerations  would  have,  perhaps, 
greater  weight  in  the  mind  of  your  excellency  if  the  English  troops  were  ex- 
posed to  the  dangers  from  which  I  consider  it  essential  to  preserve  mine. 

By  consenting  to  advance  as  far  as  Tehuacan,  instead  of  halting  at  Orizaba 
like  the  Spanici^h  troops,  I  had  given  to  the  Mexican  government  a  good  proof 
of  my  confidence  in  the  result  of  the  negotiations.  By  retrognrading  on  and  after 
the  1st  of  April,  I  give  them  to  understand,  in  effect,  that  that  confidence  has 
been  much  shaken ;  but  I  am  far  from  breaking  the  convention  we  had  signed. 
[  am  preparing,  on  the  contnupyr,  to  carry  it  out  in  its  severest  and  most  rigorous 
stipulation. 

There  is  nothing,  therefore,  that  would  indicate  to  the  Mexican  government 
tbat  I  entertain  for  the  future  any  pretensions  which  would  not  have  the  full 
approval  of  my  colleagues.  If  the  government  can  at  present  place  in  doubt 
our  unity  of  action,  your  excellency  will  allow  me  respectfully  to  observe  that 
It  is  assuredly  not  just  to  blame  me  solely  and  principally. 

I  have  consented,  in  consequence  of  the  observations  of  M.  le  Comte  de  Reus, 
to  modify  the  project  that  I  had  had  the  honor  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  my 
colleagues.  I  shall  not  retire  so  far  as  Paso  Ancho ;  I  shall  halt  at  Cordova. 
Our  troops  will  then  be  in  the  same  position  as  the  Spanish  troops,  having  like 
them  the  advantage  of  not  being  at  more  than  two  marches  from  Chiquihuite. 
In  return  for  this  concession  I  shall  ask  my  colleagues  to  be  good  enough  to 
join  me  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  the  Mexican  government  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  systematic  delay  they  have  hitherto  thought  fit  to  adopt.  Not  only 
is  it  necessary  to  put  an  end  to  the  anxiety  of  the  country,  but  also  not  to  delay 
the  renewal  of  hostilities,  should  the  renewal  of  them  unfortunately  become  in- 
evitable, until  a  period  in  which  the  European  troops  would  find  it  impossible  to 
keep  the  field.  Your  excellency  has  always  agreed  with  us  in  acknowledging 
that  pecuniary  claims  have  not  been  the  only  object  of  our  expedition.  Our 
&rst  proclamation  to  the  Mexican  people  showed  them  sufficiently  the  more 
generous  end  we  had  in  view.  We  have  held  the  same  language  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  republic.  We  have  told  them  that  we  came  hei-e  to  be  the  wit- 
nesses, and,  if  necessary,  the  protectors,  of  the  regeneration  of  Mexico. 

I  shall  allow  myself  to  claim  the  faithful  fulfilment  of  that  programme. 
I  shall  demand  that  the  conferences  of  Orizaba  are  opened  upoi^  that  ground  ; 
and  in  order  to  better  express  what  I  expect  firom  the  government  of  the 
republic,  I  shall  renew  the  propositions  that  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit  to 
my  colleagues : 

1.  A  full  and  absolute  amnesty,  without  conditions  and  without  reservations, 
for  all  political  refugees. 

2.  An  invitation  to  the  allied  troops  to  go  to  the  capital  for  the  protection  of 
the  public  peace,  and  to  the  commissioners  of  the  three  powers  to  deliberate,  for 
the  purpose  of  together  determining  the  best  plan  to  follow  in  order  to  consult 
the  true  and  sincere  desire  of  the  country. 

It  would  be  especially  agreeable  to  me  to  find  our  conferences  again  unani- 
mous, in  order  to  carry  these  propositions  into  effect.  Strong  in  that  agreement, 
I  shall  be  less  preoccupied  with  the  contingencies  which  our  good  understanding 
would  necessarily  tend  to  avert.  I  could  not,  however,  consent  to  leave  our 
troops  at  Tehuacan,  except  the  Mexican  government  would  be  good  enough,  on 
their  side,  to  release  us  from  the  obligation,  in  case  of  rupture,  to  retire  beyond 
Chiquihuite. 

There  is  nothing  for  which  the  Emperor  feels  a  greater  solicitude  than  for  all 
that  concerns  the  welfare  and  health  of  his  troops.    To  place  those  confided  to 
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me  in  a  pecnliarlj  dangerous  position  would  be  to  forget  the  first  of  mj  duties 
towards  my  sovereign  and  my  country. 

I  hope  that  these  explanations  will  have  fully  informed  your  excellency  of 
my  intentions.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  kindly  join  your  efforts  to  those 
of  M.  le  Comte  de  Reus,  in  order  to  induce  the  Mexican  government  to  enter  at 
once  into  the  path  of  conciliation,  and  to  aid  us  by  their  confidence  in  speedily 
putting  an  ena  to  the  civil  war. 

The  troops  I  command  will  commence  marching  to  Cordova  on  the  1st  of 
April ;  those  arriving  from  France  have  received  orders  to  halt  provisionaDy 
at  Soledad.  I  shall  seize  with  eagerness  every  ample  and  material  motive  to 
suspend  our  retrograde  march,  although  that  movement  is  not  of  itself  an  offen- 
sive measure ;  but  after  the  experience  of  the  laborious  negotiations  that  we  haTe 
together  followed  in  Vera  Cruz,  it  would  be  mere  rashness  to  hope  for  it. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  JDRIEN,  Vice- Admiral 
Commanding-in- Chief  the  French  Expeditionary  Forces  in  Mexico. 


[Eoclosore  2  in  No.  106.] 

Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Vice-Admiral  de  la  Graviere. 

Orizaba,  March  29,  1862. 

M.  L'Amiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  excellency's 
communication  bearing  this  day's  date,  the  perusal  of  which  has  afforded  me 
great  satisfaction,  in  as  far  as  learning  that  the  protection  accorded  by  FreDcb 
troops  to  General  Almonte  and  Padre  Miranda  was  given  without  your  knowl- 
edge, and,  as  you  inform  me,  to  your  regret. 

The  expression  of  this  regret  completely  clears  your  excellency  from  the 
responsibility  in  this  matter  now  weighing  on  your  colleague,  M.  Dubois  de  Sa- 
ligny,  who  not  only  did  not  inform  Commodore  Dunlop,  who  was  with  him  at 
Vera  Cruz,  of  the  protection  about  to  be  afforded  to  these  exiles,  but  when 
called  on  by  that  officer  after  their  departure  to  explain  so  unaccountable  a  pro- 
ceeding, declared  that  General  de  Lorencez  had  taken  them  into  the  interior  in 
obedience  to  express  orders  received  from  the  Emperor  to  that  effect. 

I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  account  for  such  an  extraordinary  discrepancy  be- 
tween the  statements  with  reference  to  this  matter  of  your  excellency  and  of 
M.  de  Saligny ;  but  I  willingly  accept  yours  as  expressing,  I  am  convinced, 
more  correctly  the  views  of  your  government,  which  could  never  wish  to  sow 
fresh  elements  of  misery  and  discord  in  this  country  by  introducing  into  it  the 
leaders  of  that  party  now  in  open  rebellion  against  its  government,  with  whom 
we  have  at  present  an  amicable  understanding. 

Your  excellency  informs  me  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  execution  of 
General  Robles  you  would  have  repaired  the  mischief  done  by  at  once  sending 
back  to  Vera  Cruz  General  Almonte,  Padre  Miranda,  and  others,  now  still 
under  French  protection  at  Cordova ;  but  that  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
that  officer,  which  you  looked  on  as  a  threat  held  out  by  the  ultra-liberal  party, 
you  had  refrained  from  doing  so. 

I  cannot  understand  how  the  execution  of  a  Mexican  general,  found  guilty  of 
corresponding  and  conspiring  with  a  faction  in  open  rebellion  to  the  government, 
can  justify  or  account  ror  your  retaining  the  leaders  of  that  party  under  your 
protection,  unless,  indeed,  you  wished  completely  to  identify  yourself  with  them, 
which  I  know  cannot  be  me  case  from  the  expression  of  your  excellency's  re- 
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gret  that  such  protection  was  ever  afforded  to  them.    One  word  more  on  this 
Bubject,  and  I  shall  have  done. 

The  fact  of  your  retaining  Greneral  Almonte  and  Padre  Miranda  at  Cordova 
not  only  compromises  yourself,  but  also  the  colleagues  with  whom  you  are 
acting,  who  feel  convinced  that  this  reflection  will  be  sufficient  to  induce  your 
excellency,  without  any  stronger  remonstrance  on  their  part,  to  send  those  per- 
sons back  to  Vera  Cruz  without  delay,  as  their  remaining  longer  where  tney 
are  will  prove  a  most  serious  embarrassment  to  us  all. 

Their  advance  into  the  interioi  was  the  immediate  cause  of  Greneral  Robles's 
death,  and  their  remaining  and  holding  communication  with  other  persons  will 
inevitably  bring  about  more  reprisals  of  a  like  nature. 

I  am  happy  to  learn  that  your  excellency's  letter  to  the  Mexican  minister  for 
foreign  afliedrs  was  not  sent ;  but  the  one  which  you  inform  me  was  addressed 
by  you  to  General  Zaragoza  will,  I  apprehend,  give  rise  to  what  I  so  much 
feared  with  regard  to  the  other. 

I  do  not  presume  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  necessity  of  moving  your  troops 
from  Tehuacan  down  to  Cordova,  so  long  as  they  do  not  proceed  to  Paso  Ancho, 
which  would  have  been  in  appearance  a  virtual  repudiation  of  the  engagements 
which  we 'collectively  enterea  into  by  the  convention  of  La  Soledad. 

With  regard  to  the  proposals  which  your  excellency  intends  making  to  the 
Mexican  representatives  when  our  negotiations  with  them  commence  I  will  not 
now  allude,  as  I  conceive  it  will  be  better  to  discuss  them  at  our  next  con- 
ference, which  I  trust  will  take  place  with  as  little  delay  as  may  be,  in  order  to 
re-establish,  if  possible,  that  joint  action  amongst  us,  without  which  we  can 
never  bring  our  present  undertaking  to  a  successful  conclusion. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  107. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  RuueU. 

[Extract.] 

Orizaba,  March  30,  1862. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  by  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's  despatches,  which  have 
just  reached  me,  that  my  official  correspondence  which  left  Vera  Cruz  on  the  1st 
of  February  last  had  not  been  received  by  your  lordship,  as  I  think  it  would 
have  modified  the  disapproval  your  lordship  expresses  in  your  despatch  of  the 
25th  ultimo  of  the  proclamation  issued  to  the  Mexican  people  on  the  10th  of 
•January  by  the  commissioners  and  commanding  officers  of  the  allied  forces  at 
Vera  Cruz. 

By  the  receipt  of  my  despatch  of  the  19th  of  January,  your  lordship  wilU 
have  seen  that,  until  we  each  received  further  instructions  from  our  respective 
governments,  we  could  not "  send  to  Mexico  the  terms  we  were  to  demand  for  the 
wrongs  enumerated  in  the  preamble  of  the  convention,"  as  we  did  not  know 
whether  each  government  was  to  be  responsible  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  claims 
brought  forward  by  the  other  two  or  merely  for  its  own. 

The  French  ultimatum  contained  demands  which  neither  Greneral  Prim  nor 
myself  could  support  in  the  name  of  our  respective  governments,  and  hence  our 
united  action  was  completely  crippled  on  this  most  important  point  at  the  very 
outset  of  our  undertakmg,  by  a  want  of  foresight  in  the  three  governments  in 
not  having  furnished  us  with  definite  instructions  relative  to  this  matter. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  gain  time,  and  for  the  purpose  of  domg  away  with  the 
extremely  hostile  spirit  existing  throughout  the  country  against  the  Spanish  ele- 
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ment  in  tHe  expedition,  we  used  conciliatory  language  both  to  the  govennneiit 
and  the  people;  and  every  day's  experience  only  proves  the  wisdom  of  our 
having  done  so,  for  now  here  we  are  in  the  heart  of  the  country  received  as 
friends,  and  with  a  fair  prospect  of  obtaining  amicably  what  we  could  not  then 
have  got  by  force. 

When  the  troops  arrived  at  Vera  Gmz  they  were  totally  unprovided  with  the 
means  of  transport,  which  had  all  to  be  procured  and  creat^  durme  the  two 
months  and  a  half  we  remained  there ;  and  we  could  not  have  moved  before  we 
did,  however  much  we  might  have  desired  to  do  so. 

The  physical  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  moving  troops  into  such  a  countij 
as  this  are  immense,  where  they  have  to  march  over  vast  uninhabited  plains  ii 
burning  sand,  often  without  a  drop  of  water  to  be  obtained,  and  always  with  a 
tropical  sun  overhead. 

Add  to  this  a  hostile  poptdation,  accustomed  to  the  use  of  arms,  who  would 
have  been  hanging  on  the  nanks  and  rear  of  an  invading  force  not  strong  enough 
to  keep  open  the  communication  with  its  base  of  operations,  and  your  lordship 
will  perceive  why  we  were  pliant  until  we  became  strong. 

I  am  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  difficulty  of  subduing  so  vast  an  amoimt 
of  territory,  inhabited  by  a  people  who  excel  in  guerilla  warfare,  that  I  think 
every  means  of  amicably  settling  our  differences  with  them  should  be  tried  bdbre 
having  recourse  to  the  kst  resort  of  arms. 

I  trust  that  the  receipt  of  my  last  two  months'  correspondence  will  have  eon- 
vinced  your  lordship  that  we  have  pursued  the  right  course ;  for  to  have  at  once 
brought  on  hostilities  with  this  government  would  only  have  resulted  m  onr 
being  surrounded  and  besieged  in  Vera  Cruz,  where  the  climate  \b  so  pestilential 
that  an  agglomeration  of  troops  there  would  have  been  certain  to  cause  a  fearfiil 
mortality  amongst  them. 


No.  108. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond, 

Admiralty,  April  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Bear- Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Maitland,  dated  the 
18th  of  March,  reporting  his  arrival  at  Acapulco,  and  generally  on  the  move- 
ments of  British  and  foreign  ships-of-war  on  the  western  coast  of  Mexico. 
I  am,  &c., 

W,  G.  EOMAINE. 


[EncIoBTire  in  No.  108.] 
Rear  Admiral  Sir  T.  Maitland  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Bacchante,  at  Acapulco,  March  18,  1862. 

Sir  I  I  I'equest  you  will  acouaint  their  lordships  that  the  Bacchante  and  Du- 
quay  Trouin  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Acapulco  yesterday  morning. 

2.  I  found  here  the  Tartar  and  the  Cameleon,  also  the  French  corvette  Bay- 
onnaiee,  and  the  United  States  screw  gunboat  Wyoming.  The  latter  relieved 
the  Narragansett,  which  vessel  left  this  for  San  Francisco  on  the  11th  instant 
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The  Mntine  was  at  Gaaymas  on  the  26th  February,  and  is  expected  at  Ma- 
zatlan. 

3.  Captain  Hajes,  on  his  arriyal  here,  was  waited  upon  by  an  aide-de-camp  of 
the  governor  to  offer  his  services;  and  during  the  afternoon  Captain  Hayes 
called  on  the  governor,  and  afterwards  signified  to  him  in  writing  that  the  object 
of  the  Tartar's  visit  to  this  port  was  to  afford  protection  to  British  interests  and 
those  of  our  allies.     Everything  remains  perfectly  quiet  here. 

4.  There  is  only  one  fort  at  Acapulco ;  it  is  capable  of  mounting  ten  or 
twelve  guns  on  each  face,  say  forty  guns ;  the  greater  part  of  which  would  be 
unprotected,  being  en  barbette.  The  fort  is  completely  commanded  by  Point 
Grifo,  at  a  distance  of  1,500  or  1,600  yards.  The  whole  of  the  guns  have 
been  removed,  in  order  (as  understood)  to  prevent  the  town  being  cannonaded, 
in  the  event  of  war  being  declared  against  Mexico. 

5.  Acapulco  is  perfectly  healthy,  and  fresh  supplies  are  at  present  procurable, 
but  their  continuance  cannot  be  depended  upon. 

I  shall  either  remain  here  or  go  on  to  San  Bias,  as  circumstances  may  appear 
advisable,  keeping  a  ship  at  Guaymas  and  another  at  Mazatlan  or  San  Bias. 

I  have  communicated  my  arrival  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  by  courier  to  Mexico, 
in  accordance  with  his  request,  a  duplicate  of  which  letter  will  be  transmitted 
via  Panama ;  but  I  have  received  no  commimication  from  him  on  my  arrival 
here. 

I  have,  &c., 

T.  MAITLAND. 


No.  109. 
Earl  RuMeU  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 

FoRBiGN  Opficb,  April  30,  1862, 

^  Sir  :  You  will  be  anxious  to  learn  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  government 
-with  respect  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico,  described  in  your  despatches  of 
the  27th,  29th,  and  30th  ultimo. 

Reserving  the  argument  on  the  important  questions  raised  in  those  despatches 
to  my  other  communications,  I  will  state  at  once  what  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment consider  the  most  urgent  of  those  questions,  and  the  conclusions  at  which 
they  have  arrived  with  regard  to  them. 

These  questions  are :  First.  Was  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  right  in  allowing  the 
emigrants  Greneral  Almonte  and  Padre  Miranda  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  of 
31  exico  under  the  protection  of  the  French  flag,  or  were  General  Prim  and  her 
Majesty's  representative  right  in  protesting  against  that  act?  Secondly.  Was 
General  Prim  right  in  deciding  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  Mexico  if  such  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  the  French  agents  should  be  persisted  in?  Thirdlv.  In 
case  the  conduct  of  the  French  representative  should  be  persisted  in,  should  the 
convention  of  October  31  be  considered  as  at  an  end  or  only  suspended  ? 

To  the  questions  thus  put  the  answers  of  her  Majesty's  government  are : 
First.  That,  in  their  opinion.  General  Prim  and  her  Majesty's  representative 
were  quite  right  in  protesting  against  the  permission  given  by  M.  Dubois  de 
Saligny  to  General  Almonte  and  Padre  Miranda  to  penetrate  into  the  interior 
of  Mexico  under  the  protection  of  the  l^^nch  flag. 

Secondly.  That,  in  their  opinion.  General  Prim  was  quite  right  in  deciding 
to  withdraw  his  troops  should  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  tne  French  represeiltap 
tive  be  persisted  in. 

Thirdly.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  government  that,  in  case  the 
conduct  of  the  French  representative  should  be  persisted  in,  the  convention  of 
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October  31  sHoiild  not  be  considered  at  an  end,  but  shonld  be  deoned  only  to 
be  suspended. 

This  last  answer  must  guide  your  conduct  in  reference  to  the  occupation  of 
Vera  Cruz  and  as  to  your  own  personal  position. 

In  regard  to  Vera  Cruz,  her  Majesty's  government  are  of  opinion  that  the 
occupation  of  Vera  Gruz  in  the  name  of  the  allies  should  be  continued  till  far- 
ther instructions  are  sent  to  the  agents  of  the  three  allied  powers.  A  very  short 
period  may  bring  about  either  a  change  in  the  French  policy  with  r^ard  to 
Mexico  or  a  spontaneous  change  of  government  in  Mexico,  and  in  either  cae« 
the  convention  of  October  31  might  be  revived. 

With  regard  to  your  own  personal  position,  you  should,  if  the  convention  of 
October  31  should  be  suspended,  retire  to  Bermuda,  and  wait  there  for  further 
instructions  from  her  Majesty's  government. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL 


No.  110. 
Earl  Rfusdl  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 

[Extract] 

Foreign  Oppicb,  April  30,  1862. 

On  reading  the  correspondence  between  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere, 
General  Prim,  and  yourself,  I  am  forcibly  struck  with  the  iUogical  character  of 
the  French  admiral's  proposals.  .  He  says  that  since  he  signed  the  convention 
of  Soledad  circumstances  have  changed.  But  it  is  obvious  that  on  two  points 
only  have  circimistances  changed,  and  the  changes  on  those  two  points  ha?e 
arisen  from  the  proceeding  of  the  French  agents  themselves.  One  new  ci^ 
cumstance  is,  that  fresh  orders  have  come  from  Paris;  the  other  circumstance 
is,  that  General  Almonte  has  appeared  in  Mexican  territory,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  French  flag,  as  the  avowed  advocate  of  a  monarchical  form  of  gov- 
emment  in  Mexico. 

Neither  of  these  circumstances  can  in  any  way  be  imputed  to  the  Mexican 
government;  neither  of  them,  therefore,  can  afford  the  allies  any  ground  for 
setting  aside  the  convention  of  Soledad.  The  French  government  have  assured 
me,  within  the  last  few  days,  that  although  they  disapprove  of  the  convention 
of  Soledad,  they  yet  hold  themselves  bound  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  that 
engagement. 

But  by  the  convention  of  Soledad  the  commissioners  of  the  three  powen 
were  to  hold  a  meeting  at  Orizaba  with  the  commissioners  of  the  Mexican  go?* 
emment,  and  that  meeting  has  since  been  fixed  for  the  15th  of  April.     But  the 

Sroposal  of  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere  to  send  a  message  to  Mexico 
emanding  a  general  amnesty,  the  convocation  of  a  representative  assembly  in 
Mexico,  and  the  occupation  of  the  city  of  Mexico  by  the  allied  troops  during 
the  elections  and  during  the  sitting  of  the  assembly,  would  be  a  manifest  con- 
travention of  the  convention  of  Soledad.  Such  a  proposal  would  be,  as  yon 
observe,  an  once  rejected  by  the  Mexican  government. 

It  is  true  that,  in  the  year  1860,  I  made  propositions  of  a  similar  nature  in 
Mexico.  But  the  then  existing  circumstances  were  entirely  different  In  the 
first  place,  there  were  at  that  time  in  Mexico  two  parties  of  nearly  equal  strength 
carrying  on  civil  war.  The  one  party  held  the  capital,  the  other  party  held 
the  chief  port  (Vera  Cruz)  and  the  greater  part  of  the  territory  of  Mexico.    In 
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tlie  next  place,  the  offer  then  made  was  entirely  amicable;  no  force  was  sent  to 
support  it,  and  it  might  be  rejected,  as  it  was  rejected,  by  either  party  without 
any  further  consequence  than  the  continuance  of  the  civil  war.  But  if  the  pro- 
posed offer  were  now  made,  it  would  be  made  to  a  government  not  resisted  by 
more  than  2,000  men  in  arms;  and  if  rejected  by  them,  as  being,  in  their  opin- 
ion, dishonorable  and  degrading  to  them.  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain  could 
not  sit  down  quietly  and  withdraw  their  naval  and  military  forces  at  the  bidding 
of  the  Mexican  government. 

The  difference  which  has  arisen  between  the  French  government  on  the  one 
Bide,  and  the  British  and  Spanish  governments  on  the  other,  is  greatly  to  be 
deplored ;  yet  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  it  is  a  difference  rather  as  to  facts  than 
as  to  principle.  The  French  ambassador,  by  order  of  his  government,  signed 
most  willingly  the  convention  of  the  31st  of  October,  by  which  the  allies  pledge 
themselves  not  to  interfere  with  the  right  of  the  people  of  Mexico  to  choose 
their  own  form  of  government.  But  the  Emperor  and  his  government  appear  to 
be  persuaded  that  the  name  of  Ferdinand  Maximilian  put  forward  by  General 
Almonte  will  produce  a  general  burst  of  enthusiasm  in  Mexico,  and  a  universal 
adhesion  to  tnat  prince  in  the  provinces.  Now,  either  this  is  an  error,  or  it 
is  not. 

If,  as  the  British  and  Spanish  governments  believe,  it  is  an  error,  the  French 
government  will  be  undeceived,  and  will  return  to  the  sober  and  practical 
objects  of  the  convention  of  the  Slst  October. 

If  it  is  not  an  error,  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian  will  go  to  Mexico, 
will  be  received  with  general  applause,  and  will  establish  a  constitutional  mon- 
archy, with  a  free  cortes,  and  religious  liberty.  In  either  way  the  three  powers 
mav  after  a  time  re-establish  the  united  action  which  present  events  have  dis- 
turbed. 

The  only  apprehension  of  a  serious  kind  which  I  entertain  is,  that  the 
French  general,  anxious  for  the  cause  of  monarchy  and  of  Catholic  unity,  may 
lend  the  aid  of  the  French  arms  to  the  reactionary  party  in  Mexico,  and  thus 
give  fresh  life  to  the  civil  war,  which  appears  at  present  to  have  almost  died 
away. 

In  that  case  we  may  expect  serious  troubles,  and  a  protracted  contest  in 
Mexico. 


No.  111. 
Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wykt. 


Foreign  Office,  AprU  30,  1862. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  despatch  of  the  30th  of  March,  in  which  you 
express  an  opinion  that  each  of  the  allied  powers  should  have  instructed  their 
representative  as  to  the  course  he  should  pursue  in  regard  to  claims  brought 
forward  by  the  other  two  powers,  I  have  to  observe — 

1st.  That  if  her  Majesty's  government  had  directed  you  to  support  all  the 
claims  of  your  colleagues,  her  Majesty's  government  might  have  been  com- 
mitted to  the  support  of  very  unreasonable  and  exorbitant  demands. 

2dly.  That  if  her  Majesty's  government  had  instructed  you  that  the  demands 
of  each  power  should  be  made  separately,  and  upon  its  own  separate  ground, 
the  Mexican  government  would  have  found  at  once,  in  such  a  course,  the  means 
of  establishing  division  among  the  allies. 

The  only  course  that  remained  was  that  which  her  Majesty's  government 
took,  namely,  to  direct  that  by  communication  on  the  spot,  an  agreement  should, 
if  possible,  be  arrived  at  by  the  representatives  of  the  three  powers. 


716  PRESENT   CONDITION   OP    MEXICO. 

The  want  of  success  in  procuring  unanimity  by  this  means,  is  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  unreasonable  pretension  of  the  French  minister  to  obtain  the 
acknowledgment  of  a  debt  of  $15,000,000,  as  due  in  return  for  t750,000, 
advanced  by  Messrs.  Jecker  to  the  falling  government  of  Miramon  at  the  mo- 
ment of  its  dissolution. 

I  have  been  told,  however,  by  the  French  ambassador,  on  the  authority  of  a 
despatch  from  Vera  Cruz,  that  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  consented  to  waive  or  to 
suspend  his  last-mentioned  demand  on  condition  that  you  would  support  hii 
demand  for  $12,000,000  for  French  indemnities  in  general.  Now,  the  main  de- 
fect in  that  demand  for  $12,000,000  was  that  it  named  a  gross  sum,  not  sup- 
ported by  any  vouchers  or  by  any  proof.  Still  the  word  of  the  French  ministo 
might  have  been  taken  as  authority  if  he  had  declared  his  confident  belief  thai 
such  a  demand  could  have  been  subsequently  supported  by  sufficient  and  de- 
tailed proof;  and  if  such  a  statement  was  distinctly  and  formaU j  made  by  him. 
I  think  it  might  have  been  accepted.  But  on  the  whole  view  of  your  conduct, 
her  Majesty's  government  approve  of  the  ability  and  judgment  you  have  da- 
played  in  very  difficult  circumstances,  and  of  the  manner  in  which,  upon  this 
last  occasion,  you  have  placed  on  its  true  grounds  British  interfi^^nce  is 
Mexico. 

Her  Majesty's  government  approve  also  of  the  firmness  with  which  you  hive 
resisted,  in  concert  with  General  Prim,  the  attempt  to  give  to  the  joint  expedi- 
tion of  the  three  allied  powers  the  character  of  an  intervention  in  the  intenul 
government  of  the  Mexican  nation. 
I  am,  &c., 

BUSSELL 


No.  112. 
Earl  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley, 


Foreign  Office,  Aj^U  30,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  transmitted  to  your  excellency,  in  my  despatch  of  the  28th 
instant,  copies  of  despatches  received  that  afternoon  from  Sir  Charles  Wjkc, 
and  I  now  enclose,  for  your  information,  copies  of  those  which  I  have  addressed 
to  him  in  reply.* 

Your  excellency  will  see  in  the  first  of  my  despatches  the  conclusions  at 
which  her  Majesty's  government  have  arrived  on  the  most  important  of  the 
questions  adverted  to  in  Sir  Charles  Wyke's  reports ;  and  in  the  second  of  them 
you  will  find  a  more  detailed  examination  of  the  course  which  the  French 
agents  in  Mexico  have  pursued,  and  of  the  results  which  may  be  expected  fit)m 
the  policy  which  they  have  taken  upon  themselves  to  adopt. 

Your  excellency,  in  conversing  with  M.  Thouvenel  on  these  matters,  will 
conform  your  language  to  the  tenor  of  my  despatches  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke, 
avoiding  as  much  as  possible  to  give  a  controversial  character  to  your  comma* 
nications  with  the  French  minister,  and  seeking  rather  by  a  temperate  statement 
of  the  difficulties,  both  present  and  prospective,  which  the  conduct  of  the 
French  agents  is  calculated  to  produce,  to  induce  the  French  government  of 
itself  to  prescribe  to  those  agents  greater  patience  and  caution  for  the  futuie. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


o  No8.  109,  110,  and  111. 
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No.  113. 
Earl  Cowley  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Paris,  May  2,  1862. 

I  had  thifl  morning  some  conversation  with  M.  Thouvenel  with  reference  to 
the  matters  which  had  formed  the  subject  of  Sir  Charles  Wyke's  last  commu- 
nications to  your  lordship. 

M.  Thouvenel  hoped,  he  said,  that  the  difference  between  the  commissioners 
would  turn  out  to  oe  less  serious  than  had  at  first  appeared.  From  letters 
addressed  by  General  Prim,  on  the  20th  and  21st  of  March,  to  Admiral  Jurien 
de  la  Gravi^re,  it  would  seem  that,  up  to  that  date,  there  had  been  a  perfect 
identity  of  views  among  the  commissioners.  They  then  foresaw  that  the  meas- 
ures taken  by  the  Mexican  government  would  necessarily  put  a  stop  to  negotia- 
tion and  force  the  French  and  Spanish  troops  to  assume  the  offensive.  The 
measures  particularly  alluded  to  were  the  orders  issued  by  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment to  treat  all  persons  who  might  enter  into  communication  with  the  allies  as 
traitors,  and  to  consider  the  allies  themselves  as  pirates;  the  menace  of  General 
Doblado  to  establish  a  second  line  of  custom-houses  in  the  interior;  and,  finally, 
the  forced  loan,  and  other  acts  of  violence  to  which  strangers  had  been  sub- 
jected. The  presence  of  General  Almonte  under  the  protection  of  the  French 
flag  must,  therefore,  be  considered  as  the  one  matter  of  fact  which  had  caused 
the  difierence  of  opinion  among  the  commissioners.  He  must  admit  that  this 
protection  had  been  so  far  given  by  the  Emperor^ s  orders^  that  his  Majesty ^  as 
well  as  himself,  had  encouraged  the  general  to  return  to  Mexico,  and  had  recom- 
mended  him  to  the  imperial  authorities  in  that  country.  They  must,  therefore, 
approve  what  had  been  done  with  regard  to  him,  though  they  could  not  extend 
their  approbation  to  the  permission  given  to  the  Padre  Miranda  and  others  who 
were  known  to  belong  to  the  reactionary  party  to  accompany  the  general.  But 
whether  this  protection  to  General  Almonte  had  been  rightly  or  wrongly  accorded, 
the  execution  of  General  Bobles,  when  on  his  way  to  the  French  camp,  and  the 
insolent  summons  sent  to  the  French  commander-in-chief  to  surrender  General 
Almonte  to  the  Mexican  government,  rendered  his  future  protection  a  point  of 
honor,  which  must  be  maintained  at  all  hazards.  Still  it  was  so  evident  that, 
without  this  incident,  negotiations  must  have  been  broken  off,  with  the  consent 
of  all  the  commissioners,  that  he  did  not  think  it  was  fair  to  attribute  so  much 
importance  to  it. 

Taking  up  the  convention  of  the  31st  October,  M.  Thouvenel  endeavored  to 
show  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  protection  accorded  to  General  Almonte 
which  militated  against  the  engagement,  entered  into  under  article  2,  **  not  to 
exercise  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico  any  influence  of  a  nature  to  prejudice 
the  right  of  the  Mexican  nation  to  choose  and  to  constitute  freely  the  form  of 
its  government." 

Although  there  was  much  to  be  taken  for  granted  in  this  line  of  argument, 
yet  mindful  of  your  lordship's  instructions  to  avoid  controversial  discussion  as 
much  as  possible,  I  said  to  M.  Thouvenel  that  while  regretting  to  have  to  inform 
him  that  her  Majesty's  government  did  not  partake  his  opinions,  and  considered 
that  the  British  and  Spanish  commissioners  were  right  under  existing  circum- 
stances in  protesting  against  the  permission  given  to  General  Almonte  and  his 
companions  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  of  Mexico  under  the  protection  of  the 
French  flag,  yet  that  I  had  much  rather  discuss  with  him  points  on  which  we 
were  agifeed,  in  the  hope  that  by  so  doing  future  misunderstanding  might  be 
avoided. 

Her  Majesty's  government  continued  to  trust,  I  said,  that  on  general  princi- 
ples the  three  governments  were  still  united,  that  is,  that  the  object  of  the  ex- 
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pedition  to  Mexico  was  the  redress  of  our  just  complaints,  and  that  we  were  not 
to  impose  any  particular  form  of  government  upon  the  country.  If  the  Mexi- 
cans, of  their  own  accord,  chose  to  proclaim  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilim 
as  their  sovereign,  with  a  free  cortes  and  religious  liberty,  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment would  with  pleasure  acknowledge  the  choice.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Mexicans  preferred  their  present  form  of  government  and  their  present  rulers, 
her  Majesty's  government  trusted  that  the  French  arms  would  not  be  employed 
to  assist  the  reactionary  party,  and  thus  give  life  to  a  fresh  civil  war.  Under 
either  of  these  contingencies  there  was  no  reason  why  the  allies  should  not  re- 
establish a  united  action,  even  were  the  convention  of  the  31st  October  to  be 
forcibly  suspended  by  present  events. 

M.  Thouvenel's  reply  was  so  far  satisfactory  as  to  recognize  anew  the  objects 
of  the  expedition  to  be  those  I  had  mentioned ;  and  he  fully  admitted,  in  words, 
that  no  government  would  be  imposed  on  the  Mexican  people.  But  I  shoold 
deceive  your  lordship  if  I  did  not  record  my  own  conviction  tnat  there  is  a  fixed, 
if  an  unavowed,  intention  to  subvert  the  government  of  Juarez,  whatever  maj 
be  the  consequence,  whether  the  renewal  of  the  civil  war  or  not. 

M.  Thouvenel  seems  prepared  for  the  retreat  of  the  Spanish  troops,  and  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  the  French  would  still  be  in  sufficient  force  to  march 
and  take  possession  of  Mexico  without  the  addition  of  re-enforcements. 

I  asked  what  instructions  were  to  be  sent  to  M.  Dubois  de  Sali^y,  expressing 
the  hope  that  caution  and  patience  would  be  prescribed  to  him.  M.  Thouvend 
assented,  and  said  that  as  the  position  of  England  in  Mexico  was  somewhat 
different  from  that  of  France,  inasmuch  as  no  British  force  was  in  the  interior, 
he  hoped  that  some  consideration  would  be  paid  to  this  difference. 

M.  Thouvenel  having  expressed  the  intention  of  writing  fully  on  these  matters 
to  M.  de  Flahault,  and  of  sending  his  excellency,  for  communication  to  yoor 
lordship,  the  documents  which  he  had  cited  to  me  in  the  course  of  our  conver- 
sation, I  need  not  pursue  the  subject  further. 


No.  114. 
Earl  RusseU  to  Earl  Cowley. 

Foreign  Office,  May  3,  1862. 

Mv  Lord:  With  reference  to  your  excellency's  despatch  of  the  2d  instant, 
reporting  the  substance  of  a  conversation  which  you  have  had  with  M.  Thouvenel 
upon  the  subject  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico,  I  have  to  state  to  your  ex- 
cellency that  it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  all  the  events  which  have  occurred  is 
that  country. 

Her  Majesty's  government  lament  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  shoold 
have  given  General  Almonte  protection  under  the  French  flag.  To  a  people 
jealous  of  their  independence,  the  appearance  on  their  territory  of  a  partisan 
of  a  different  form  of  government  from  that  which  exists,  or,  at  all  events,  of  the 
representative  of  a  defeated  party  landing  under  the  protection  of  seven  thoa- 
sand  men,  who  have  invaded  their  soil,  was  sure  to  inspire  alarm,  and  to  revire 
the  passions  of  hatred  and  revenge.  Under  the  impression  of  that  alarm,  and 
under  the  impulse  of  those  passions.  General  Robles  has  been  put  to  death. 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  but  attribute  great  evil  to  the  appearance 
of  General  Almonte.  This  is  not  a  new  view  of  Mexican  affairs.  Sir  Charles 
Wyke  and  Commodore  Dunlop  acted  in  a  similar  spirit  when  they  directed  that 
General  Miramon  should  be  removed  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Havana. 

It  is  clear  that  General  Almonte  cannot  be  given  up  to  the  Mexicans ;  but  he 
might  be  sent  back  to  Paris. 
I  am,  &c., 

BUSSELL 


PRESENT  CONDITION   OP    MEXICO.  719 

No.  115. 

Earl  Russell  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty, 

FoRBioN  Office,  May  5,  1862. 
My  Lords  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  lordships  that  Sir  Charles 
Wyke,  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  his  health,  may  ask  for  a  passage  from 
Vera  Cruz  to  Bermuda,  with  the  intention  of  remaining  in  that  island  during 
the  sunmier;  and  I  have  to  reauest  that  if  he  should  do  so,  a  passage  may  be  ' 
afforded  to  him  in  one  of  her  Majesty's  ships-of-war. 

In  that  case  Commodore  Dunlop  will  remain  sole  commissioner  for  Great 
Britain,  and  instructions  will  be  sent  to  him  to  act  as  such. 

I  have  further  to  state  to  your  lordships  that,  if  the  French  troops  should 

advance  on  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  attempt  to  change  the  form  of  government, 

r  the  execution  of  the  convention  of  October  31,  1861,  must  be  suspended;  but 

if  any  opportunity  should  occur  of  carrying  into   effect  the   convention  of 

October  31  in  concert  with  France  and  Spain,  Commodore  Dunlop  will  be 

empowered  to  take  advantage  of  it,  and  sign  a  new  convention  with  any 

.  government  of  Mexico  which  shall  be  acknowledged  by  the  Mexican  people. 

I  am,  &€., 

EUSSELL. 


No.  116. 

Earl  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley. 

[Extract  ] 

Foreign  Officb,  May  5,  1862. 

I  had  a  long  conversation,  yesterday,  with  the  Count  de  Flahault  respecting 
the  affairs  of  Mexico. 

His  excellency  explained  to  me  fully  the  views  of  the  Emperor  and  his 
government. 

The  Emperor  is  of  opinion  that  the  commissioners  were  wrong  in  raising  a 

Snestion,  in  the  first  instance,  resnecting  the  government  of  Mexico ;  and  again, 
Y  living  it  a  sort  of  legitimacy  by  the  convention  of  Soledad.  Instead  of  this 
conduct,  the  course  the  allies  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Emperor,  to  have 
pursued,  was  to  have  stated  their  demands  very  clearly  in  the  first  instance : 
if  those  demands  had  been  complied  with,  no  further  hostilities  would  have 
taken  place ;  if  they  had  been  refused,  the  allies  should  have  marched  upon 
Mexico.  By  the  course  that  has  been  pursued,  the  Mexicans  were  encouraged 
to  insult  France.  They  had  asked  for  the  surrender  of  Gkneral  Almonte,  who 
bad  gone  to  Mexico  by  the  permission  of  the  Emperor,  and  had  received  the 
protection  of  his  officers  in  command  there.  The  Mexicans  had,  moreover, 
cruelly  put  to  death  General  Robles,  who  was  on  his  way  to  the  French  head- 
quarters. 

I  told  the  Count  de  Flahault  that,  without  denying  the  justice  of  many  of  the 
criticisms  which,  in  the  name  of  his  government,  he  had  made,  I  could  not  but 
observe  two  faults  which,  in  my  opinion,  had  contributed  to  mar  the  success  of 
our  combined  expedition.  The  mst  was,  that  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  had  put 
forth  in  the  conferences  of  the  allies  a  demand  for  $15,000,000  in  repayment  of 
8750,000  which  had  been  advanced  to  General  Miramon  at  the  moment  when 
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bis  government  was  evidently  close  to  its  end.  It  was  impossible  that  Sir 
Cbarles  Wjke  could  concur  in  so  extravagant  a  demand. 

Tbe  second  fault,  in  my  opinion,  was  in  tbe  sanction  given  to  tbe  appeanmce 
of  Greneral  Almonte  in  Mexico.  It  was  known  to  all  tbe  world  tbat  tbe  piu^ 
pose  of  Greneral  Almonte  was  to  raise  a  civil  war  in  Mexico,  to  subvert  the 
existing  government,  and  to  put  bimself  and  bis  partisans  in  tbeir  place.  Thb 
was  an  object  totally  alien  from  tbe  objects  of  the  convention  of  tbe  3 let  d 
October.  The  apprehension  of  this  civil  war  had  already  led  to  tbe  executioi 
of  General  Robles.  I  could  not  blame  tbe  Mexican  government  for  defending 
tbeir  own  existence. 

Count  Flahault  said  tbat  tbe  union  of  France  and  England  was  of  Uk 
greatest  importance,  and  that  be  hoped  I  would  inculcate  moderation  and  con- 
ciliation on  Sir  Charles  Wyke. 

I  said  that  if  the  Mexicans  spontaneously  set  up  a  monarcby,  and  suppofted 
it  by  their  own  forces,  her  Majesty's  government  would  be  glad  to  treat  with 
that  government,  and  to  welcome  such  a  solution  of  the  Mexican  difficulties. 
That  if,  on  the  contrary,  as  we  believed,  the  great  majority  of  tbe  middk 
classes  in  Mexico  were  attached  to  a  republican  form  of  government,  I  felt  gore 
tbe  Emperor  would  never  send  a  large  army  to  impose  a  monarcby  upon  an 
unwilling  people. 

M.  de  Flahault  said  be  was  convinced  the  Emperor  would  never  make  an 
attempt  of  that  kind,  and  that  if  be  found  the  Mexicans  unwilling  to  change 
their  form  of  government,  be  would  rather  withdraw  his  army  than  force  upon 
them  institutions  which  they  were  unwilling  to  accept. 

On  this  footing  these  affairs  must  stand  for  tbe  present.  Time  will  afford  t 
solution. 


No.  117. 
Earl  Russell  to  th^  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty, 

Foreign  Office,  May  8.  1862. 

Mv  Lords  :  I  stated  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  5th  instant  tbat  in  the  cTcnt 
of  Sir  Charles  Wyke's  retirement,  on  account  of  his  health,  to  Bermuda,  Com- 
modore Punlop  will  be  sole  commissioner  under  the  convention  of  October 
31,  1861. 

Commodore  Dunlop  will  concert  with  bis  French  and  Spanisb  colleagues  the 
measures  necessary  for  retaining  military  possession  of  Vera  Gmz.  In  makiig 
these  arrangements  he  will  urge  on  his  colleagues  the  obvious  advantage  d 
limiting,  as  far  as  possible,  for  the  sake  of  tbe  health  of  the  British  seamen  and 
marines,  as  well  as  for  that  of  tbe  French  and  Spanisb  troops,  tbe  number  of 
men  to  be  left  in  occupation  of  the  forts  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Commodore  Dunlop  will  take  no  part  in  promoting  any  measure  baving  for 
its  object  an  interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico.  But  if  amy  oppo^ 
tunity  should  arise  of  carrying  into  effect  the  convention  of  October  31,  by 
obtaining  satisfaction  for  the  legitimate  demands  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and 
Spain,  Commodore  Dunlop  will  be  authorized  to  sign  a  convention  for  that 
purpose,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  her  Majesty. 

By  legitimate  demands,  I  me.an  such  as  are  confined  to    tbe  losses  and 
injuries  sustained  by  British,  French,  and  Spanisb  subjects,  and  for  which 
reasonable  compensation  for  the  past,  and  adequate  security  for  tbe  future,  are 
required  by  the  allied  governments  and  their  representatives. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL 
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No.  118. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

Orizaba,  April  3,  1862. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  a  further  correspondence 
-which  has  taken  place  between  Vice-Admiral  Jiirien  de  la  Gravidre  and  myself 
on  the  subject  of  the  protection  still  afforded  to  General  Almonte,  Padre 
Miranda,  and  other  Mexican  exiles  now  at  Cordova  with  the  French  troops. 

The  repeated  excuses  of  our  French  colleaeues  for  not  joining  us  here  in  a 
conference  to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  whether  this  protection  is  or 
is  not  to  be  still  further  extended  by  them  to  those  persons  places  the  Conde 
de  Reus  and  myself  in  an  extremely  awkward  position,  for  as  long  as  they 
remain  where  they  are,  we,  to  a  certain  degree,  are  implicated  in  a  transaction 
of  which  we  entirely  disapprove. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


[Enclosure  1  in  No.  118.] 
Vice- Admiral  de  la  Graviere  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 

Tehuacan,  le  31  Mars,  1862. 

M.  LB  MiNiSTKB:  Je  ne  tarderai  pas  ^  6tre  k  Orizaba,  puisque  nos  troupes 
88  mettront  demain  la  marche  et  que  je  dois  les  accompagner  J'avais  formd  le 
projet  de  pendre  les  devants,  mais  Tattitude  du  Gent^ral  Zai*agoza  et  de  ses 
troupes  me  fait  craindre  qu'il  ne  survienne  sur  la  route  quelques  incidents  qui 
exigeraient  mon  intervention.  Nous  avons  eu  ddjA,  un  convoi  de  quarante  mules 
Baisi  par  les  ordres  du  general,  et  j'ai  pousse  la  moderation  jusqu'4  dissuader  le 
chef  politique  de  Tehuacan  de  transmettre  notre  reclamation  au  general  lui- 
meme,  Tinvitant  i\  la  faire  parvenir  au  gouvemement  de  Mexico  que  je  suis 
incapable  d 'avoir  autorisd  de  pareilles  mesures. 

J'ai  toujours  pense  que  les  honuneto  d'etat  avec  lesquels  nous  sommes  entrds 
en  n(^gociation  n'etaient  pas  completement  libres  d'adopter  la  ligne  de  conduite 
prudente  et  modt^ree  qui  pourrait  seule  sauver  ce  pays.  C*est  pour  cela  que 
j'ai  hate  de  me  retrouver  aupr^s  de  mes  coUegues  et  d'aviser  avec  eux  k  ce  qu'il 
conviendra  de  decider. 

Le  prochain  courrier  nous  apportera  des  dclaircissements  tels  que  nous  saurons 
sans  doute  si  les  trois  hautes  puissances  sont  encore  d'avis  de  suivre  au  Mexique 
une  politique  commune,  ou  d'adopter  une  politique  s(5par(ie.  Dans  tons  les  cas, 
je  reconnais  la  n^ceasite  d'une  explication  nette  et  franche  sur  toutes  les  ques- 
tions qui  nous  divisent,  mais  j'ai  besoin,  pour  pouvoir  les  traiter,  du  concours  de 
mon  coUegue,  M.  de  Saligny,  qui  est  ici  plenipotentiaire  de  sa  Majestd  au  m^me 
litre  et  avec  les  memes  pouvoirs  que  moi. 
Veuillez,  &c., 

E.  JURIEN. 


[Translation.] 

Tehuacan,  March  31,  1862. 

M.  LB  MiMSTRB :  I  shall  be  at  Orizaba  without  delay,  as  our  troops  will 
inarch  to-morrow  and  I  have  to  accompany  them.     I  had  intended  to  come  b^ 
fore  them,  but  the  attitude  of  General  Zaragoza  and  his  troops  makes  me  fear 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  64 46 
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lest  some  incidents  shonld  occur  on  the  road  which  might  require  my  interroi- 
tion.  We  have  already  had  a  troop  of  forty  mules  seized  by  the  general's 
orders,  and  I  have  been  so  moderate  as  to  dissuade  the  political  chief  at  Tebna- 
can  from  forwarding  our  demand  for  redress  to  the  general  himself,  requesting 
him  to  inform  the  Mexican  government  that  I  should  have  been  incapable  d 
authorizing  such  a  measure. 

I  have  always  thought  that  the  statesmen  with  whom  we  have  entered  into 
negotiation  were  not  completely  free  to  adopt  the  prudent  and  moderate  fine  d 
conduct  which  could  alone  save  the  country.  It  is  for  this  that  I  hasten  to 
rejoin  my  colleagues,  and  advise  with  them  as  to  what  should  be  decided  upon. 

The  next  courier  will  bring  us  intelligence  which  will,  no  doubt,  inform  v& 
whether  the  three  great  powers  are  still  intending  to  follow  a  common  policy  in 
Mexico,  or  to  adopt  a  separate  policy.  At  all  events,  I  see  the  necessity  for  a 
clear  and  frank  explanation  on  all  the  questions  which  divide  us,  but  in  order 
to  deal  with  them  I  must  have  the  assistance  of  mv  colleague,  M.  de  Salignr, 
who  is  here  as  his  Majesty's  plenipotentiary,  by  tne  same  title  and  with  tne 
same  powers  as  I  am. 

Accept,  &c., 

E.  JURIEN. 


[EDcIosnre  2  in  No.  118.  ] 
Sir  C  Wyke  to  Vice-Admiral  de  la  Crraviere, 

Orizaba,  Ajml  1, 1862. 

M.  l'Amiral  :  In  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  to  which  I  have  now  die 
honor  to  reply,  I  find  the  following  sentence : 

"  J'ai  toujours  pense  que  les  hommes  d'etat  avec  lesqnels  nous  sommesentn^ 
en  n^gociation  n'etaient  pas  compl^tement  libres  d'adopter  la  ligne  de  conduite 
pmdente  et  mod^ree  qui  pourrait  seule  sauver  ce  pays." 

I  really  do  not  see  what  could  have  induced  your  excellency  to  form  this 
opinion,  for  they  have  acted,  in  the  face  of  great  difficulties,  with  perfect  good 
faith  to  us  in  all  the  engagements  we  have  entered  into  with  thcnn. 

In  treating  with  the  statesmen  and  govenmients  of  these  countries  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  as  I  have  learnt  from  long  experience,  to  stick  closely  not 
only  to  the  spirit,  but  also  to  the  letter,  of  any  compact  one  enters  into  with 
them,  for  otherwise  you  inspire  them  with  distrust,  and  completely  defeat  yonr 
own  object. 

It  was  for  this  reason  that  both  the  Conde  de  Reus  and  myself  so  much  re- 
gretted your  resolution  to  break  up  your  encampment  at  Tehuacan  before  the 
time  mentioned  in  the  convention  of  La  Soledad,  for  we  foresaw  that  that  would 
happen  which  might  bring  your  troops  into  collision  with  those  of  General 
Zaragoza,  who,  as  you  are  aware,  has  all  along  belonged  to  the  war  party  in 
the  country. 

The  other  measure,  however,  which  your  excellency  has  adopted,  of  bringing 
the  chiefs  of  the  reactionary  party  into  the  country,  and  keeping  them  at  Cor- 
dova under  your  protection,  is  of  much  more  gravity,  as  you  thereby  either 
implicate  your  colleagues  in  a  transaction  of  which  they  highly  disapprove  as 
bemg  in  violation  of  the  convention  of  the  31st  of  October  last,  or  you  prove  to 
the  Mexican  people  that  there  is  a  division  in  our  counsels,  and  that  that  unity 
of  thought  and  action  no  longer  exists  which,  in  reality,  is  so  essential  to  the 
success  of  our  njission. 

This  month's  porrespondenoe  fi*om  Europe  will  have  proved  to  your  excel- 
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lency  that  our  respective  governments  are  still  anxious  to  maintain  the  conven- 
tion in  all  its  integrity,  and  as  such  is  the  case  its  stipulations  must  be  respected. 
For  this  reason  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  representatives  of 
France  shoald  no  longer  absent  themselves  from  a  conference  which  must  be 
immediately  held  for  the  purpose  of  taking  such  steps  as  will  end  the  present 
embarrassing  situation  for  your  colleagues,  who  are  now  suflFering  the  odium 
brought  on  them  by  an  act  which  they  have  repeatedly  condemned,  and  the 
effects  of  which  they  know  to  be  so  prejudicial  to  the  success  of  the  undertaking 
we  all  have  in  hand. 

I  have,  &c., 

0.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


[EncloBure  3  in  No.  118] 
Vtce-Admiral  de  la  Chraviere  to  Sir  C.  Wyke. 

BlVAC  DB  PUENTE  COLORADO,  U  3  Avril,  1862. 

M.  LB  MiNiSTRB:  La  lettre  que  votre  excellence  m'a  fait  I'honneur  de 
m'adresser  en  date  du  1  Avril  m'a  ^td  remise  cette  unit  au  bivac  de  Puente 
Colorado.  J'avais  Tintention  de  me  porter  directement  de  ce  bivac  sur  Orizaba 
pour  donner  quelques  jours  plus  t6t  a  votre  excellence  des  explications  verbales 
8ur  nos  mouvements,  mais  les  troupes  du  Gdndral  Zaragoza  s'c^tant  rapproch^es 
de  not  re  campement  ce  n'est  pas  le  moment  que  je  choisirai  pour  m'eloigner  de 
Parm^^e.  Je  crois  pouvoir  donner  k  votre  excellence  Tassurance  qu'il  n'y  aura 
aucune  collision  entre  nos  troupes  et  Tarmde  Mexicaine. 

Cependant  on  ne  pent  etre  jamais  bien  certain  des  intentions  d'une  troupe  qui 
ne  parait  ob^ir  qu'^  ses  propres  inspirations. 

Nous  serous  probablement  obliges  d'attendre  pendant  toute  la  joum6e  k  ce 
bivac  notre  convoi,  qui,  selon  son  habitude,  est  rest^  en  arri^re.  Ce  ne  sera  done 
pas  avant  trois  ou  quatre  jours  que  je  pourrai  etre  rendu  k  Orizaba. 

Je  m'abstiens  de  r^pondre  aux  questions  si  graves  que  votre  excellence  a 
traitees  dans  sa  demidre  lettre.  Le  courrier  d'Europe  nous  a  fait  connaftre  en 
effet  que  les  trois  hautes  puissances  signataires  de  la  convention  du  31  Octobre 
etaient  toujours  aussi  d^sireux  de  maintenir  au  Mexique  entre  leurs  repr^sentants 
la  plus  complete  entente,  mais  en  meme  temps  j*ai  lieu  de  croire  que  les  vues 
de  mon  collogue,  M.  de  Saligny,  out  ^t^  plus  conformes  que  les  miennes  aux  inten- 
tions du  gouvemement  de  TEmpereur. 

II  me  serait  done  aujourd'hui  tout-k-fait  impossible  de  prendre  aucune  resolu- 
tion de  quelque  importance  sans  en  avoir  pr^alablement  conf(5r6  avec  le  ministre 
plenipotentiaire  de  sa  Majesty  au  Mexique.     M.  de  Saligny  m'annonce  d'ailleurs 
qu'il  se  prdparait  k  quitter  Vera  Cruz  aussit^t  aprbs  le  depart  du  courrier. 
Veuillez,  &c., 

E.  JURIEN, 
Vice-Amiralt  Commandant-en-chef  des  Forces 

Expeditionnaires  Franpaises  au  Mexique, 


[Translation.] 

Bivouac  of  Puentb  Colorado,  April  3,  1862. 

M.  lb  Ministre  •  The  letter  which  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress me,  dated  the  1st  of  April,  has  been  delivered  to  me  to-night,  at  the  bivouac 
of  Puente  Colorado.  I  had  intended  to  proceed  direct  from  this  bivouac  to 
Orizaba,  in  order  to  give  your  excellency,  some  days  earlier,  a  verbal  explaua-^ 
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tion  of  our  movements ;  but  the  troops  of  General  Zaragoza  having  approached 
our  eamp,  this  is  not  a  time  when  I  could  choose  to  be  absent  from  the  army. 
I  think  1  can  assure  your  excellency  that  there  will  be  no  collision  between  our 
troops  and  the  Mexican  army. 

Nevertheless,  one  can  never  be  certain  of  the  intentions  of  a  force  that  appean 
only  to  obey  its  own  fancies. 

We  shall  probably  be  obliged  to  wait  all  day  at  this  bivouac  for  our  ba^age 
train,  which,  as  usual,  remains  behind.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  be  able  to  reach 
Orizaba  for  three  or  four  days. 

I  abstain  from  answering  the  very  gi*ave  questions  which  your  excellency 
treats  of  in  your  last  letter.  The  mail  from  Europe  has  certainly  informed  ns 
that  the  three  great  powers  who  signed  the  convention  of  the  3l8t  of  October 
were  always  as  desirous  as  ever  of  maintaining  the  most  complete  understand- 
ing between  their  representatives  in  Mexico ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  views  of  my  colleague,  M.  de  Saligny,  have  been  more 
in  accordance  than  mine  with  the  intentions  of  the  Emperor's  government. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  quite  impossible  for  me,  at  present,  to  take  any  resolu- 
tion of  importance  without  having  first  conferred  with  his  Majesty's  minister 
plenipotentiary  in  Mexico.     M.  de  Saligny,  moreover,  informs  me  that  he  was 
preparing  to  leave  Vera  Cruz  immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  mail. 
Accept,  &c., 

E.  JURIEN, 
Vice- Admiral,  Commander-in-chief  of  the  French 

Expeditionary  Fwce  in  Mexico. 


No.  119. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  (o  Earl  Russell 

[Extract.] 


Orizaba,  April  11,  1862. 

I  take  advantage  of  the  departure  of  a  French  vessel-of-war  for  St.  Thomas 
to  write  to  your  lordship  a  fortnight  earlier  than  I  should  otherwise  have  been 
able  to  do,  as  there  is  every  possibility  of  her  reaching  that  place  in  time  to 
catch  the  steamer  leaving  it  for  Southampton  on  the  2d  of  May. 

My  last  month's  correspondence  will  have  informed  you  of  the  unfavorable 
turn  things  had  taken  in  consequence  of  the  French  agents  having  extended 
their  protection  to  General  Almonte,  Padre  Miranda,  and  other  leading  men  of 
the  reactionary  party  who  have  been  banished  from  the  country,  and  who  now 
from  the  French  camp  maintain  an  active  correspondence  with  Marquez,  Cobos, 
and  other  notorious  chiefs  of  the  aimed  bands  at  present  in  open  rebellion 
against  the  government. 

My  despatches  of  the  27th,  29th,  and  30th  ultimo,  and  of  the  3d  instant, 
together  with  their  enclosures,  treat  so  fully  of  this  subject  that  I  should  not 
further  have  alluded  to  it  had  it  not  produced  in  its  consequences  so  serious  a 
result  as  to  have  completely  frustrated  the  object  which  the  three  powers  had 
in  view  when  they  signed  the  convention  of  the  31st  of  October  last. 

By  my  correspondence  with  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere,  your  lordship 
will  have  seen  the  just  cause  of  complaint  that  General  Prim  and  myself  had 
against  oiu*  French  colleagues  for  their  having  acted  thus  independently,  and 
without  even  consulting  us  in  a  matter  so  nearly  aifecting  our  common  interests, 
as  that  of  introducing  into  the  country,  under  their  direct  protection,  a  set  of 
political  exiles  banished  from  it  by  the  government  of  the  republic  with  whom 
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we  had  already  treated,  and  were  about  again  to  negotiate  for  the  adjustment 
of  our  differences  with  them. 

During  the  time  that  General  Prim  and  myself  were  using  every  effort  to 
induce  the  admiral  and  M.  de  Saligny  to  retrieve  so  grave  an  error,  we  received 
a  despatch  from  the  Mexican  government  to  the  allied  commissioners,  calling 
on  us  cither  at  once  to  send  back  Almonte,  Padre  Miranda,  and  the  other  exiles, 
from  whence  they  came,  or  to  retire  our  forces  again  beyond  the  fortified  passes 
of  the  Chiquihuite,  as  by  retaining  those  persons  in  the  French  camp  we  were 
violating  the  spirit  of  the  preliminary  convention  of  the  Soledad,  and  at  the 
8ame  time  setting  at  naught  the  government's  legitimate  authority. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  letter  we  again  wrote  to  our  French  colleagues,  stating 
that  it  had  now  become  absolutely  necessary  for  them  at  once  to  join  us  in  this 
town  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  final  conference  to  decide  whether  they 
insisted  on  continuing  to  act  thus  independently,  or  whether  they  would  once 
more  conform  to  that  majority  of  votes  which  had  hitherto  decided,  by  mutual 
consent,  any  difference  of  opinion  that  had  arisen  amongst  us. 

After  several  days'  delay,  they  at  length  arrived  here  yesterday,  when  a  con- 
ference was  held.  I  forward  to  your  lordship  an  exact  and  authentic  proces- 
verbal  of  what  took  place  on  the  occasion,  for  the  due  information  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  in  a  matter  of  such  paramount  importance. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  analyze  this  protocol,  which  gives  a  faithful  account  of 
the  events  which  have  occurred  leading  to  the  present  crisis,  as  well,  also,  as  of 
the  several  statements  made  with  reference  thereto  by  my  colleagues  and  my- 
self. I  leave  it  for  your  lordship's  careful  perusal,  as  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
its  contents  is  essential  to  the  proper  elucidation  of  a  question  which  is  of  so 
grave  a  nature  as  to  require  thorough  and  searching  inquiry  into  all  its  details. 

The  letter  alluded  to  as  being  addressed  by  the  French  agents  to  the  Mexican 
government,  and  in  which  they  state  their  reasons  for  breaking  off  their  rela- 
tions and  commencing  hostilities,  appeared  to  General  Prim  and  myself 'a  very 
oue-sided  and  partial  statement  of  their  case,  being  made  up  of  assertions  which, 
as  far  as  we  are  aware  of,  are  not  borae  out  by  the  facts ;  for  when  I  asked  the 
French  minister,  in  yesterday's  conference,  to  inform  me  what  were  the  acts  of 
oppression  perpetrated  against  his  countrymen  in  Mexico  since  the  signing  of 
the  convention  of  the  Soledad,  he  replied  that  that  was  a  matter  alone  concern- 
ing his  own  government,  to  which  he  should  report  them. 

If  harsher  measures  have  really  been  adopted  towards  the  French  in  Mexico 
than  towards  other  foreigners,  it  arises,  doubtless,  from  the  hostile  attitude  as- 
sumed by  the  French  agents  and  the  troops  under  their  command. 

As  far  as  the  English  are  concerned,  I  have  only  lately  heard  of  one  well- 
founded  grievance  of  which  they  had  to  complain,  namely,  their  being  subjected 
to  the  payment  of  a  tax  of  two  per  cent,  on  capital;  and  this  has  been  sus 
pended,  as  I  have  already  stated,  in  consequence  of  my  remonstrances  to  the 
government  against  such  a  measure. 

The  wording  of  the  convention  of  the  31st  of  October  last,  the  correspondence 
-which  has  passed  between  the  three  goveniraents  relative  to  its  interpretation, 
and,  finally,  your  lordship's  own  instructions,  prove  to  me,  first,  that  we  are 
bound  to  demand  satisfaction  from  the  de  facto  government  of  the  country 
selected  by  its  people ;  and,  secondly,  that  we  are  not  to  interfere  with  the 
existence  of  that  government  by  endeavoring  to  substitute  another  in  its  place, 
unless  called  on  to  do  so  by  the  expressed  will  of  the  majority  of  the  nation. 

I  have  thus  briefly  stated  the  causes  that  have  induced  General  Prim  to  re- 
embark  the  whole  of  the  Spanish  troops,  and  led  me  to  withdraw  the  moral 
support  of  Great  Britain  from  a  policy  which  I  feel  certain  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment can  never  approve  of. 
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[Enclosure  in  No.  119  ] 

Pracet-verbal  of  the  conference  hdd  at  Orizaba,  April  9,  1862,  between  tke 
Commusiameri  of  ike  AUied  Powers, 

Leurs  excellences  les  pl^nipotentiaires  et  commandants-en-clief  des  forces  dei 
puissances  alli^es  se  trouvant  r^unis  dans  la  residence  de  son  excellence  le 
Comte  de  Keus,  la  s^^ance  est  ouverte  k  une  heure  de  Tapres-midi. 

En  vue  de  la  gravit<^  des  affaires  h,  trailer,  leurs  excellences  ont  d^cid^  que  1« 
secr^'taires  des  missions  d'Augleterre  et  de  France  assisteraient  avec  le  secretaire 
de  la  mission  d'Espagne  k  cette  conference,  pour  en  r^diger  le  proc^s-verbal  i% 
extenso. 

Son  excellence  le  Comte  de  Reus  prend  la  parole  pour  invitcr  son  excelleace 
TAmiral  Jurien  k  exposer  Tobjet  de  la  conference,  et  ce  dernier  repond  que  le 
but  principal  de  la  reunion  est  de  tomber  d'accord  sur  la  r^ponse  &  faire  a  une 
communication  du  gouvemement  Mexicain  demandant  le  rembarquement  du 
Gdn^ral  Almonte  et  des  personnes  qui  Taccompagnent. 

Son  excellence  Sir  Charles  Wyke  dit,  qu'U  est  n^cessaire  d'en  venir  k  one 
explication  franche  et  nette,  et  cet  avis  est  partagd  par  ses  collogues. 

Le  Comte  de  Reus  ajoute  qu'il  est  urgent  de  savoir  si  Ton  pourra  continuer  i 
agir  d'accord,  comme  on  a  fait  jusqn'ici ;  car  lui  et  ses  collogues  d'Angletene 
considerent  Tattitude  prise  recemment  par  les  pl^nipotentiaires  de  sa  Majest^ 
TEmpereur  comme  coutraire  aux  stipulations  de  la  convention  de  Londres,  dont 
le  but,  suivant  eux,  dtait,  en  premier  lieu,  de  poursuivre  la  reparation  des  griefi 
que  cbacune  des  hautes  puissances  avait  contre  le  gouvemenaent  Mexicain,  et 
d'exiger  le  respect  des  trait^s ;  puis,  d*arriver  par  Tappui  moral  des  trois  nations 
a  retablissement  d*un  gouvemement  fort  et  stable  offrant  des  garanties  suffisaates 
autant  k  ses  propres  nationaux  qu*k  ceux  des  puissances  dtrang^res. 

Son  excellence  rappelle  que  dans  le  principe,  si  cette  question  des  griefs  n'a 
pas  paru  en  premiere  ligne,  lors  de  la  publication  d'une  proclamation  aux  Meii- 
cains  et  de  Tenvoi  d'une  note  au  President  Juarez,  c'est  que  les  commissaires  ne 
s'^taient  pas  cm  autorises  k  decider  s*il  y  avait  ou  non  solidaritd  entre  eux  quant 
k  leurs  ultimatums  respectifs,  et  qu'en  consequence  ils  avfiieut  cm  devoir  d^ 
mander  a  cet  dgard  de  nouvelles  instructions. 

Son  excellence  desire  qu'il  soit  bien  etabli  que  la  ligne  de  conduite  qui  a  ete 
consideree  par  certaines  gens  comme  une  perte  de  tems  pn^judiciable,  n'a  ete 
qu'une  necessite  absoluc  imposee  par  le  manque  total  des  moyens  de  transport 
Car,  bien  que  les  trois  puissances  allides  eussent  prtJvu  que  dans  certaines  cir- 
constances  on  serait  oblige  de  s'avancer  dans  Tinterieur  du  pays,  leurs  troupei 
sont  arrivees  a  Vera  Cmz  sans  chariots,  sans  chevaux.  sans  molets,  aans  aucmtt 
des  ressources  indispensables  au  transport  des  vivres,  des  malades,  et  de  Tartil- 
lerie ;  dans  des  conditions,  enfin,  telles  qu'on  anrait  pu  croire  a  un  parti  pris  de 
se  borner  k  Inoccupation  du  port  de  Vera  Cruz.  Cependant,  k  peine  avait  on 
debarque  que  la  necessity  absolue  de  pdndtrer  dans  Tinterieur  du  pays  coia- 
^  men9ait  k  se  faire  sentir,  soit  k  cause  de  Taltdration  que  souffrait  la  sante  des 
troupes,  soit  k  cause  de  Tabsence  complete  des  denr^es,  que  les  gueriUas  ne  liis- 
saient  pas  arriver  jusqu'a  la  ville. 

En  consequence,  les  chefs  des  forces  aJliees  s'effor9aient  imm6diatemait  des 
rassembler  autant  que  possible  quelques  dlt^ments  de  locomotion,  qu'on  obteuait 
que  difficilement  et  k  prix  d'or,  dtendant  aussi  peu  k  pen  le  cercle  de  leurs  open- 
tions  dans  les  em^rons  de  Vera  Cmz. 

L'Amiral  Jurien  approuve  ce  que  vient  de  dire  son  collegue  d'Espagne,  et 
dt^sire  qu*il  soit  constatt^  que  son  artillerie  et  les  objets  de  campement  de  deui 
de  ses  bataillons  n'ont  pu  dtre  de  barques  que  le  5  Fevrier. 

Le  Comte  de  Eeua  etoit  done  qu'il  nY^tait  pas  possible  d'agir  autrement,  el 
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Su'en  entrant  en  pourparlers  et  en  nidations  amicales  avec  le  ^uvemement 
[exicain,  lea  allids  n'ont  fait  que  gagner  le  temps  qui  leur  dtait  absolument  n^- 
cessaire  pour  sc  preparer  k  marcher  en  avant,  sans  s'^tre  laiss^  jouer  un  seul 
instant  par  le  gouvemement,  oomme  on  a  pu  le  croire.  On  ne  craignait  pas  la 
guerre,  nuds  on  eut  voulu  ^viter  au  Mexique  les  malheurs  qui  en  r^sultent,  et 
atteindre  le  but  de  I'alliance  sans  effusion  de  sang ;  aussi,  les  eommissaires 
notifiaient  au  gouvemement  leur  intention  de  se  porter  en  avant  sans  lui  en 
demander  Pautorisation,  ddsirant  rester  en  paix  mais  d^cid^  k  ne  point  modifier 
leur  resolution. 

C'est  dans  cet  esprit  que  le  Comte  de  Reus,  autoris^  par  ses  collogues,  se  ren- 
dait  le  19  Fdvrier  k  la  Soledad  pour  y  avoir  une  entrevue  avec  M.  Doblado, 
ministre  des  relations  extdrieures,  et  y  signait  les  prdliminaires  destines  k  de- 
terminer les  situations  respectives  et  k  servir  de  base  k  la  ligne  de  conduite  k 
Buivre. 

Le  2S  Tarm^e  Espagnole  se  mettait  en  marche ;  Tamiral  k  la  t(*t^  des  troupes 
Fran^aises  avait  d^jk  commened  son  mouvement  d^s  le  26,  sans  rencontrer 
d'obetacles  sdrieux  ni  d'hostilit^s ;  et  cependant,  les  deux  armies  laissaient  sur 
la  route  de  tristes  traces  de  leur  passage— des  malades,  des  bagages,  des  chevaux 
ou  des  mulcts  qui,  ne  pouvant  suivre  la  colonne  sous  un  soleil  de  feu  par  des 
chemins  affreux,  restaient  en  arri^re  et  attestaient  toutes  les  difficultds  de  I'en- 
treprise. 

Son  excellence  ajoute  que,  si  Ton  eut  trouvd  la  guerre  autour  de  soi,  un  dd- 
saetre  e^t  dtd  possible,  et  les  gouvemements  Europdens  eussent  sans  aucun 
doute  demands  k  leurs  gdneraux  un  comte  sdv^re  de  leur  conduite. 

Mais  enfin  les  Espagnols  et  les  Fran^ais  sont  arrives  paisiblement  dans  leurs 
cantonnements  de  Cordova,  Orizaba,  et  Tehuacan,  ou  ils  dtaient  tenus,  dit  son 
excellence,  d'attendre  le  15  Avril,  jour  fixd  pour  Touverture  des  conferences 
entre  les  pldnipotentiaires  allies  et  les  eommissaires  Mexicains. 

Le  Gomte  de  Reus  rappelle  tons  les  arguments,  pe&t-^tre  assez  pen  fondds, 
qu'il  a  dd  employer  auprds  du  gouvemement  Mexicain  pour  ramener  k  accepter 
cette  date  si  dloignde 

M.  de  Saligny  prend  la  parole  pour  dire  que  c'est  lui  qui  a  demandd  avec 
instance  ce  retard  k  Touverture  des  nouvelles  conferences,  afin  d'avoir  le  temps 
de  recevok  de  son  gouvemement  les  instractions  qu'il  en  attendait. 

Le  Comte  de  Reus  dit  alors  qu'en  r^sumd  ni  le  temps  passe  a  Vera  Craz  ni 
celui  qui  devait  s'ecouler  jusqu'au  15  Avril,  ne  sauraient  6tre  qualifies  de  temps 
perdu,  et  que  cela  demeure  suffisamment  prouve  par  ce  que  vient  d'etre  expose. 

Enfin,  tout  allait  bien,  et  il  y  avait  lieu  d'esperer  que  Ton  obtieudrait  par  des 
voics  pacifiques  toutes  les  satisfactions  prdvues  dans  la  convention  de  Londres, 
lorsque  le  paquebot  du  mois  de  Fevrier  vint,  en  amenant  le  General  Almonte  et 
quelques  autres  exilds,  jeter  la  pomme  de  discorde  au  sein  de  la  conference. 

Dans  une  visite  faite  k  son  excellence  par  le  Gt^ndral  Almonte,  ce  dernier  lui 
avait  declare,  sans  detours,  qu'il  comptait  sur  I'appai  des  trois  puissances  pour 
changer  le  gouvemement  dtalbli  au  Mexique  en  une  monarchic,  et  placer  la  cou- 
ronne  sur  la  tete  de  TArchiduc  Maximilian  d'Autriche ;  qu'il  pensait  que  ce 
projet  serait  bien  accueilli  au  Mexique,  et  que  peut-^tre  avant  deux  mois  il 
gerait  rdalise. 

Le  Commodore  Dunlop  prend  la  parole  pour  dire,  que  quelques  jours  apr^s 
M.  Almonte  lui  a  fait  la  m^me  declaration. 

Son  excellence  le  Comte  de  ^eus  avait  rdpondu  au  Gdndral  Almonte  qu'elle 
6tait  d'une  opinion  diamdtralement  opposde,  et  qu'il  ne  devait  pas  compter  sur 
Tappui  de  I'Espagne ;  que  le  Mexique,  constitud  en  rdpubliqu  edepuis  quarante 
ans,  devait  ndcessairement  ^tre  anti-monarchique  et  n'accepterait  jamais  de  nou- 
velles institutions  qu'il  ne  connaissait  pas,  et  qui  dtaient  contraires  k  Celles  qu'il 
avait  adoptees  et  sous  lesquelles  il  vivait  depuis  si  longtemps. 

Sur  I'observation  du  Gendral  Almonte  qu'il  se  croyait  assurd  de  I'appui  des 
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armes  Fran^aises,  son  excellence  ltd  r^pondit  qu'il  regretterait  que  le  gouve^l^ 
ment  Fran^ais  s'engage&t  au  Mexique  dans  une  politique  qui  serait  en  contn- 
diction  avec  la  politique  toujours  grande,  juste,  et  g^n^^reuse  de  rEmpereur,  que 
dans  le  cas,  pen  probable  mais  possible,  d*un  ^hec  souffert  par  les  forces  Fraa- 
^aises  soutenant  une  pareille  entreprise,  son  excellence  en  ^prouverait  autant  de 
peine  que  si  un  grand  malheur  fAt  venu  frapper  son  pays  ou  lui-m^me ;  qu'enfio 
il  conjurait  le  G6n^ral  Almonte  de  ne  pas  marcher  en  avant,  car,  s'il  allait  seol, 
exil^  par  un  ddcret  juste  ou  injuste,  il  courait  a  sa  perte,  et  s*il  ^tait  escort^  pir 
des  troupes  d'une  des  puissances  allides,  ce  fait  produirait  une  alarme  qui  vi«n- 
drait  compromettre  les  r^^sultats  de  la  bonne  politique  suivie  jusqu'a  ce  jour  jar 
les  commissaires. 

Bientot,  cependant,  on  apprenait  k  Orizaba  et  k  Tehuacan  Tarriv^e  de  non- 
relies  troupes  Fran^aises ;  mais  en  m6me  temps  on  apprenait  que,  sur  Tordredo 
Gen<5ral  de  Lorencez,  un  bataillon  de  chasseurs  escortait  le  G^n^ral  Almonte  el 
ses  compagnons  sur  la  route  de  Vera  Cruz  a  Tehuacan.  L' Admiral  Jurien  cnit 
devoir  en  consequence  donner  avis  au  goiivemement  Mexicain  de  sa  r^solutiwi 
de  commencer  le  1  Avril  le  mouvement  retrograde  pr^vu  dans  lea  pr^liminaireB 
de  la  Soledad  si  les  conferences  n'aboutissaient  pas  a  un  r^sultat  aatisfiEiisant 

L'amiral  Jurien  prend  la  parole,  pour  expliquer  qu'il  s'eat  bom^  d'abord  s 
faire  donner  un  avis  indirect  de  sa  resolution  au  gouvernement  Mexicain,  etqa'ii 
ne  lui  a  adress^  de  note  oflScielle  k  ce  sujet  qu'apr^s  avoir  re^u  lui-meme  dii 
G^n^ral  Zaragoza  une  lettre  qui  ne  lui  laissait  plus  aucun  espoir  d'obtenir  da 
conferences  d'Orizaba  un  r^sultat  conforme  aux  int^r^ts  et  a  la  dignite  de  It 
France. 

Le  Comte  de  Reus  expose  qu'k  cette  ^poque  lui  et  son  collogue  d'Angleterre 
seulement  se  trouvaient  a  Orizaoa,  et  qu*en  recevant  la  communication  de  rAminl, 
ils  s'etaient  demand^  si  les  commis.saires  Fran^ais  avaieut  le  droit  de  faire  escorter 
les  cnnemis  du  gouvernement  ^tabli  k  Mexico,  et  si  Pamiral  pouvait  agir 
comme  il  le  faisait  sans  une  decision  de  la  conference ;  car  ils  consideraient  cette 
ligne  de  conduite  comme  Equivalent  k  une  declaration  de  guerre,  et  contraire  i 
la  convention  de  Londres  et  aux  preliminaires  de  la  Soledad  ;  qu'ils  avaient  He 
u'accord  k  penser  que  les  commissaires  Fran^ais  n*avaient  pas  le  droit  d'adopter 
cette  ligne  de  conduite  sans  Tassentiment  de  leurs  collegues,  et  qu'en  conse- 
quence ils  avaient  invito  immediatement  la  conference  k  se  reunir,  pour  decider 
s'ils  continueraient  k  agir  conformdment  k  la  convention  de  Londres,  ou  si  de? 
instructions  de  leur  gouvernement  etaient  venues  emp^cher  les  commissaires 
Fran^ais  de  marcher  desormais  avec  leurs  collegues,  afin  que  dans  ce  cas 
chacun  pAt  proct^der  de  la  mani^re  qu'il  croirait  remplir  le  mieux  lea  voeux  de 
son  gouvernement. 

"Pour  ma  part,"  ajoute  son  excellence,  "je  prie  mes  collogues  de  vouloir 
bien  se  prononcer  nettement  sur  ces  points,  car  c'est  Ik  Ic  but  principal  de  cette 
conference." 

Son  excellence  TAmiral  Jurien  respond,  qu'il  croit  n'avoir  manquE  en  rien 
aux  stipulations  de  la  convention  de  Londres  non  plus  qu'aux  preliminaires  de 
la  Soledad. 

II  a  consider^  comme  incompatible  avec  le  sdjour  des  troupes  Fran^aises  a 
Tehuacan  la  protection  accordee  au  G^n^ral  Almonte  par  le  G^nc^ral  de  Lorencei. 

Le  b^timent  qui  portait  le  commandant  du  corps  expeditionuaire  et  son  et*t- 
major,  ajoute  M.  de  Saligny,  a,  sur  I'ordre  de  I'Empereur,  attendu  le  General 
Almonte  pendant  quatre  jours. 

L' Amiral  Jurien  expose  que  sa  retraite  de  Tehuacan  n'a  Ete  de  sa  part  qu'im 
scrupule  de  loyauti^,  au  sujet  duquel  il  n'avait  pas  k  consulter  ses  collegues. 
Une  fois  revenue  k  Paso  Ancho  avec  ses  troupes,  il  devait  se  trouver  sur  un 
terrain  neutre  ou  il  6tait  libre  de  donner  au  G^ndral  Almonte  toute  la  protection 
k  laquelle  avail  dto\l  uu^  -^ei^oxiiife  Votwot^^  ^^  \%.  \i\fe\vx^\llajLce  de  sa  Majeste 
rEmpereur, 
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Le  Compte  de  Reus  et  Sir  Charles  Wyke  ddsire  qu'on  examine  le  fonds  de 
la  question,  et  soutiennent  que  lea  commissaires  Fran^ais  n'ont  pas  le  droit  de 
prater  leur  protection  aux  ennemis  du  gouvemement  Mexicain  sur  son  propre 
territoire.  On  n'est  pas  venu  soutenir  au  Mexique  la  politique  particuliere  de 
chacune  des  trois  nations,  mais  exclusivement  cclle  indiqude  par  la  convention 
de  Londres.  Aucun  des  commissaires  n'a  le  droit  d'agir  dans  des  cas  aussi 
graves  sans  I'assentiment  de  ses  collogues. 

L'amiral  r<^pete  qu*il  se  rdserve  Tinterprdtation  de  la  convention  de  Londres 
et  en  accepte  toute  la  responsabilitd,  de  meme  que  ce  droit  appartient  k  chacun 
des  commissaires,  sans  que  cela  puisse  engager  en  rien  les  gouvemements  qui 
ont  conclu  cette  convention :  les  commissaires  Fran^ais  agissent  done  conforme^- 
Tnent  a  Tinterpnitation  qui  leur  parait  la  meilleure,  et  assument  d'avance  toute 
la  responsabilite  de  leurs  actes. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  demande  qu'il  soit  donnd  lecture  de  T Article  II  de  la  con- 
vention de  Londres,  et  TAmiral  Jurien  persiste  k  croire,  apres  Tavoir  entendu, 
que  8*il  y  a  eu  quelque  infraction  k  la  convention,  cela  n'a  pas  6t6  dans  la  pro- 
tection accordde  au  General  Almonte,  mais  bien  dans  la  douceur  excessive  et  les 
grands  managements  dont  on  a  us^  vis-k-vis  du  gouvemement  de  Mexico ;  que 
d'ailleurs  cette  politique  ne  semble  pas  avoir  6te  vue  favorablement  en  Europe. 
La  marche  conseillee  par  M.  de  Saligny  eiit  et(^,  croitil,  plus  conforme  aux 
intentions  du  gouvemement  de  TEmpereur. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  dit  alors,  que  d^s  le  principe  on  est  entrd  en  ndgociation 
avec  le  gouvemement  de  facto;  que  ce  changement  d'attitude  pourra  etre  con- 
fiidere  comme  une  inconsequence,  et  que  la  protection  accordde  aux  proscrits 
constitue  une  veritable  inference  dans  les  affaires  interieures  du  pays. 

L'Amiral  Jurien  repond,  que  la  protection  accordee  au  Gdndral  Almonte  n'est 
que  celle  du  drapeau  Fran^ais,  qui  jamais  et  nulle  pa|;^  n'a  fait  ddfaut  aux  pros- 
crits de  tons  les  pays ;  qu'elle  no  constitue  nullement  une  iugdrence  quelconque 
dans  les  affaires  interieures  de  la  rdpublique,  et  qu'une  fois  accordde  it  n'y  a  pas 
d'exemple  que  cette  protection  ait  etd  retirde. 

Le  Comte  de  Reus  dit,  que  cette  protection  s'exerce  pour  des  personnes  vain- 
cues  et  qui  sont  en  danger,  mais  qu*elle  n'est  pas  admissible  pour  des  gens  qui 
arrivent  au  dehors  avec  des  intentions  hostiles  centre  le  gouvemement  etabli,  et 
avec  lequel  les  allids  ont  entamd  des  ndgociations. 

L'amiral  rdpond  que  le  Gdn^ral  Almonte,  qui  partageait  Topinion  gdndrale- 
ment  n'pandue  en  Europe  qu'on  dtait  en  guerre  au  Mexique,  y  etait  venu,  non 
avec  des  intentions  hostiles,  mais  au  contraire  dans  un  esprit  tout  pacifique  et 
conciliateur,  pour  precher  la  concorde  aux  differents  partis  auxquels  ses  antdcd- 
dents  le  recommandaient  d'avance— pour  expliquer  k  ses  compatriotes  les  vues 
bienveillantes  de  TEurope  k  leur  dgard,  et  dviter  tout  malentendu ;  mission  k 
laquelle  le  rendaient  propre  les  postes  qu'il  avait  si  honorablement  occupes,  ses 
relations  et  Testime  de  I'Empereur:  que  les  raisons  que  le  Comte  de  Reus  avait 
donndes,  k  I'appui  de  son  opinion,  sur  I'impossibilitd  d'dtablir  la  monarchic  au 
Mexique,  lui  paraissaient  au  contraire  favorables  k  ce  changement  radical  d'insti- 
tutions,  puisque  celles  qu'avait  adoptdes  le  Mexique  n'avaient  fait  que  le  rendre 
la  proie  de  revolution  continuelles,  et  I'amener  k  I'dtat  ddplorable  ofi  il  se  trouve 
aujourd'hui. 

A  quoi  Sir  Charles  Wyke  rdplique,  qu'il  trouve  dtrange  que  le  Gdndral  Almonte 
parle  au  nom  des  trois  puissances  allides,  car  il  n'a  dtd  investi  d'aucune  reprd- 
sentation  par  I'Angleterre  et  I'Espagne,  et  n'est  nullement  I'interpr^te  de  la  con- 
vention de  Londres. 

L'Amiral  Jurien  croit  que  le  Grdndral  Almonte  n'a  jamais  manifestd  de  sem- 
blables  prdtentions;  et  le  Comte  de  Reus  rapporte  de  nouveau  la  conversation 
qu'il  a  cue  k  Vera  Cmz  avec  le  Gdndral  Almonte,  en  ajoutaut  que  ce  dernier 
prdtendait  alors  avoir  offert  le  tr6ne  de  Mexique,  au  nom  de  ses  compatriotes,  a 
I'Archiduc  Maximilian,  qui  s'dtait  montrd  disposd  k  I'accepter. 
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Cette  declaration  faite  au  pl^nipotentiaire  de  la  Reine,  commandant-en-dief 
des  forces  Espagnoles,  ainsi  qu'4  M.  le  Commodore  Dimlop,  ne  pourait  passcf 
pour  une  simple  conversation,  et  comme  rien  n'^tait  plus  oppoB^  a  Tesprit  de  e& 
instructions  il  ne  lui  dtait  pas  possible  de  co-op^er  k  la  r^ussite  de«  pardi 
projets. 

Les  commissaires  Anglais  partagent  enti^ment  ropinion  de  leor  collegoe 
d'Espagne. 

M.  de  Saligny  insiste,  sur  ce  point,  qu'il  n'est  pas  possible  de  nier  qne  Tobjet 
r^el  et  principal  de  la  convention  etait  d^obteneir  satisfaction  des  outrages  pio- 
digu^s  aux  Strangers  par  le  gouvemement  de  Mexico,  et  d'exiger  de  lui  Tob^^ 
vation  des  trait^s;  que  le  sjst^me  de  temporisation  et  de  menagements  eiiiTJ 
jusqu'ici  dtait  condamn^  par  ce  qui  se  passait  tons  les  jours,  car  le  regime  da 
extorsions,  de  Tarbitraire,  et  de  la  violence  avait  redouble,  et  rendu  la  sitnatioQ 
des  ^tran^ers  tout-k-fait  intolerable ;  qu'il  en  avait  a  chaque  instant  de  nouvelks 
preuves  dans  les  reclamations  sans  nombre  qui  lui  etaient  envqjdes  jonraell^ 
ment ;  que  I'attitudc  des  forces  alli^es  paraissait  avoir  eugag^  le  gouvemement 
k  redoubler  d'audace ;  que  pour  sa  part  il  d^clarait  formellement  ne  pas  vonkir 
traiter  avec  ce  gouvemement;  et  que  son  opinion,  bien  arretee,  etait  qu'il  falUit 
marcher  sur  Mexico. 

Le  Comte  de  Reus  trouve  injuste  ce  que  vient  de  dire  M.  de  Salignj,  et  Sir 
Charles  Wyke  appuie  cette  opinion.  Si  le  gouvemement  Mexicain  a  hwil^ 
auelquefois  k  obtemperer  aux  desirs  des  allies,  c'est  qu'il  ne  pouvait  considerer 
ae  prime  abord  comme  amies,  les  trois  puissances  qui  occupaient  le  seal  port 
d'ou  il  tirait  toutes  ses  ressources,  mais  apres  plus  ou  moins  d 'hesitation  ms 
resolutions  ont  toujours  ete  satisfaisantes. 

II  J  eut  cependant  un  moment  oii  les  pienipotentiaires  d'Angleterre  et  d'Ei- 
pagne  crarent  qu'il  seiait  necessaire  de  changer  d'attitude  vis-a-vis  du  gouvenie- 
ment  de  Mexico ;  ils  ont  ^rit  dans  ce  sens  k  M.  de  Saligny  et  a  I'Amiral  Juim 
et  ils  se  fondaient  sur  I'assurance  donnee  a  Sir  Charles  Wjke  dans  une  letdc 
de  Mexico,  que  I'impdt  de  2  pour  cent  continuait  k  etre  exige  des  etrang^^,  el 
sur  la  menace  exprimee  par  M.  Doblado  dans  une  lettre  qu'il  ecrivait  au  Comte 
de  Reus,  d'interrompre  de  nouveau  les  communications  entre  Vera  Cnii  el 
rinterieur  si  la  douane  n'etait  pas  remise  aux  autorites  Mexicaines. 

Quelques  jours  apr^s  les  ministres  Mexicains,  Senor  Gronzales  Ccheverria  el 
Don  Jesus  Tcran,  revetus  de  pleins  pouvoirs,  arrivaient  k  Orizaba,  ecoutaient 
les  plaintcs  des  commissaires  Anglais  et  Espagnol,  renoncaient  apr^i^  bien  des 
difficultes  II  la  perception  du  2  pour  cent  sur  les  etrangers,  promettaicnt  le 
retrait  du  ddcret  interrompant  les  communications  entre  Vera  Cruz  et  I'interieur, 
et  faisaient  connaitre  1 'intention  du  gouvemement  de  faire  droit  a  touted  lea 
reclamations  justes  des  puissances  alUees.  Si  ces  promesse-s  n'etaieut  pas  teuues, 
quand  le  jour  sera  venu,  alors  il  serait  temps  de  declarer  la  gueiTe ;  mais  il  ne 
faut  pas  la  faire  en  s'appuvant  sur  des  motifs  futiles,  qui  ne  sauraiente  la  ju^tificf 
devant  le  grand  tribunsd  du  monde  civilise. 

Pourquoi,  ajoute  le  Comte  de  Reus,  les  pienipotentiaires  Fran^ais  refusent-ik 
de  croire  k  ces  promesses  solennelles  ?  Comment  ne  consentent-ils  pas  a  mettre 
k  repreuve  la  sincerite  du  gouvemement  de  Mexico,  lorsqu'ils  n'ont  que  six  joun 
k  attendre? 

Le  Comte  de  Salignj  maintient  son  opinion,  et  en  assume  tout  la  responsa- 
bilite ;  elle  est  fondee  sur  les  griefs,  chaque  jour  plus  nombreux,  dont  ses  nation- 
aux  se  plaignent  constamment,  ainsi  que  les  Espagnols,  dont  il  a  re^u — il  ne  sail 
pourquoi — un  grand  nombre  de  reclamations,  qui  auraient  d^  etre  adressees  aa 
Comte  de  Reus,  et  qui  lui  seront  remises  par  son  collegue  d^s  qu'il  pourra  onvrir 
les  liasses  ou  elles  se  trouvent. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  s'etonne  que  la  nouvelle  de  ces  vexations  ne  eoit  pas  par- 
venue  jusqu'a  lui,  et  demande  de  quelle  nature  elles  sont  et  centre  qui  elles  odI 
ete  commises.    M.  de  Saligny  repond,  que  naturellement  lea  sujets  FranQais  ne 
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0C  Bont  point  adresp^s  k  la  legation  Britannique  pour  faire  voloir  leurs  r^dama- 
tions. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  d^ire  savoir  s'il  cat  vrai  que  M.  de  Saligny  ait  dit  qu'il 
conaiderait  les  pr^liminaires  comme  ue  valant  pas  le  papier  sur  lequel  ils  ^taient 
Merits,  et  ce  dernier  repond  due  jamais  il  n*a  pu  avoir  la  moindre  confiance  en  ce 
Qui  ^manait  du  gouvemement  de  Mexico,  pas  plus  dans  les  pr^liminaires  que 
aans  ses  autres  engagements. 

Le  Commodore  Dunlop  demande  h  M.  de  Saligny  pourquoi  il  7  a  appos^  sa 
signature,  et  comment  il  se  fait  qu'il  ne  se  croit  pas  engag^. 

A  quoi  le  commissaire  Fran^ais. repond,  qu'il  n'a  pas  d'explication  k  donner  k 
la  conf(6rence  sur  les  motifs  qui  lui  ont  fait  signer  les  preliminaires,  mais  qu'il  se 
Berait  trouv^  solennellement  engag^  par  sa  signature,  si  le  gouvemement  de 
Mexico  n'avait  pas  pris  soin  lui-memc  de  d^chirer  de  mille  mani^res  les  pr^- 
limiuaires  de  la  Soledad. 

Le  Comte  de  Reus  interpelle  alors  M.  de  Saligny  sur  un  fait  personnel :  ce 
dernier  aurait  dit  au  Colonel  Menduina,  gouverneur  de  Vera  Cruz,  et  k  M.  Cor- 
tez,  consul  d'Espagne  dans  le  port,  que  le  Cumte  de  Reus  ne  bUmait  les  projets 
de  monarchic  Mexicaine  en  faveur  de  Tarchiduc  que  parceque  lui-meme  aspirait 
k  se  faire  couronner  Empereur  do  Mexique;  et  il  aurait  meme  assur^  qu41  en 
avait  la  preuve.  Le  Comte  de  Reus  s*^leve  fortement  contre  une  semblable 
assertion  et  somme  son  collegue  de  s*expliquer  k  ce  sujet,  ajoutant  qu'un  bruit 
aussi  absurde  dans  la  bouche  du  vulgaire  n'aurait  eu  aucune  valeur,  mais  que 
venant  de  M.  de  Saligny  il  acqudrait  une  haute  gravity ;  qu'enfin  s'il  en  existait 
des  preuves,  il  insistait  pour  qu*elles  fussent  produits. 

Le  commissaire  Fran9ais  se  souvient  en  effet  d'avoir  parl^  dans  ce  sens,  mais 
il  n'a  fait  que  rdp^ter  ce  que  Ton  disait  hautement  et  publiquement.  Les  preuves 
auxquelles  il  a  fait  allusion  sont,  en  premier  lieu,  une  lettre  vue  ^galement 
par  ramiral,  qu*ecrivait  une  personne  tout-k-fait  partisan  de  sa  condidature  au 
trdne  du  Mexique;  en  second  lieu,  les  propos  qui  pouvaient  faire  supposer  que 
I'Empereur  ^tait  favorable  k  ce  projet;  enfin  les  articles  du  journal  "El  Eco  de 
Suropa,"  auxquels  M.  de  Saligny  n'eut  pas  attach(^  la  moindre  importance  si 
son  excellence  le  Comte  de  Reus  n'avait  pas  dc^clar^  devaut  la  conf<5rence  k 
Vera  Cruz  que  ce  journal  ne  se  permettait  pas  d'imprimer  un  seul  mot  sans  avoir 
r€9U  Tapprobation  prdalablc  de  son  excellence. 

M.  de  Saligny  se  rappelle  aussi  qu'un  mot  du  Comte  de  Reus  Pa  vivement 
firappd.  II  lui  aurait  dit  que  la  candidature  d'un  Prince  Autrichien  pour  le 
Hexique  etait  absurde ;  que  peut-^tre  il  y  aurait  des  chances  de  succes  pour  un 
soldat  heureux. 

Le  Comte  de  Reus  declare  qu'il  faisait  allusion  a  un  soldat  heureux  Mexicain; 
que  jamais  il  n'avait  autorisd  personne  k  lui  attribuer  un  projet  ausssi  insensd  ni 
a  le  soutenir;  qu'il  etait  bien  vrai  que  "TEco  de  Europa"'  n'imprimait  absolu- 
ment  rien  sans  son  approbation,  mais  qu'on  n'y  pouvait  rien  trouver  qui  eut 
trait  k  sa  candidature  au  trone  du  Mexique.  II  est  vivement  blessd  de  ces* 
suppositions ;  on  viendrait  lui  offrir  le  Mexique  avec  toutes  ses  richesses  qu*il 
n'en  voudrait  a  aucun  prix,  car  il  prefere  infiniment  la  position  qu'il  s'est  cr^ 
en  Espagne.  Les  biens  qu'il  apprt^cie  par  dessus  tout,  et  qui  suffisent  a  son 
ambition,  sont  la  bienveillance  de  la  Souveraine  et  Testime  de  s6s  concitoyens. 

Sur  Tobservation  des  Commissaires  FrauQais  qu'il  n'y  avait  dans  tout  cela 
rien  de  blessant  pour  le  Comte  de  Reus,  ce  dernier  replique  que  c'etait  faire 
injure  ^  sa  loyauto  bien  connue  que  de  supposer  qu'il  nournssait  en  secret  de 
pareils  projets. 

Le  Comte  de  Reus  ddsire  qu'on  en  revienne  k  I'objet  principal  de  la  confer- 
ence, c'est-^-dire,  qu'il  soit  decide  si  tons  les  commissaires  continueront  k 
marcher  d'accord,  suivant  les  termes  de  la  convention  de  Londres,  ou  si  ses 
collogues  de  France  adoptent  une  autre  ligne  de  conduite. 

Ces  derniers  rdpondent  qu'ils  continueront  k  se  conformer  scrupuleusement  & 
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la  coDvention  de  Londres,  mais  qu'ils  agiront  en  vertude  I'interpr^tation  qu'ils 
trouvent  la  meilleure,  comme  c'eet  leur  droit  et  leur  devoir. 

Le  8ecr<^*taire  de  la  mission  d'Espagne  donne  lecture  d'une  note  de  M. 
Doblado,  qui  demandc  le  rembarquement  du  G6ndral  Almonte  et  de  ses  com- 
pagnons. 

L'Amiral  Jurien  donne  lecture  de  la  r6ponse  des  commissaires  Fran^ai^,  qui 
ne  peuvent  obtemp^rer  a  la  demande  du  gouvemement  Mexicain. 

Les  commissaires  d'Angleterre  et  d'Espagne  n'approuvent  pas  cc  proj« 
soumis  par  Tamiral  k  leur  approbation. 

L'Amii-al  Jurien  declare  n'avoir  jamais  vu  dans  aucun  pays  du  monde  le 
regime  de  la  terreur  pesant  sur  la  population  et  les  maintenant  sous  un  jong  do 
fer  comme  il  a  vu  au  Mexique.  C'est  Toppression  dans  tout  ce  qu'elle  a  de 
plus  odieux,  arrachant  sous  la  plus  futile  prdtexte  un  pere  k  ses  enfants,  xm  fib 
a  sa  famille,  d^pouillant  arbitrairement  ceux  qui  poss^dent,  et  empechanl 
jusqu'aux  manifestations  les  plus  timides  de  Topinion  publique. 

II  cite,  entre  autres,  la  destitution  du  G^n6ral  Uraya  et  rarrestation  dn 
G^ni^ral  Cenobio,  qui  a  failli  etre  fusill^  pour  des  rapports  tr^s  superficiels  arec 
les  allies,  lorsqu'on  etait  d6jk  en  pleines  n^gociations. 

M.  de  Saligny  appuie  ce  que  vient  de  dire  sou  collogue. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  est  d*un  avis  contraire ;  il  croit  que  la  majorite  est  favor- 
able au  gouvemement  actuel,  et  que  Ton  trouverait  difficilement  des  partisans 
pour  la  monarchic. 

J/Amiral  Jurien  fait  abstractions  des  projets  relatifs  k  TArchiduc  Maximilian; 
il  ne  s'agit  nullement  de  monarchic  pour  le  moment— ce  n'est  qu'une  eventnalite, 
dont  il  ne  doit  pas  ^tre  question  en  presence  de  la  n^cessit^  urgente  pour  le  pap 
d^avoir  un  gouvemement  moral  et  respectable,  qui  n'^touife  pas  sous  une  op- 
pression systdmatique  la  libre  expression  des  voeux  de  la  partie  saine  et  moderee 
de  la  mition. 

Cette  majority  existe,  mais  elle  se  garde  bien  de  se  faire  connaftre  et  de  raani- 
fester  son  opinion,  car  elle  a  pu  avoir  des  raisons  de  croire  que  les  commissaires 
alli(';s  lui  etaient  hostiles. 

Le  Comte  de  Reus  r^pond  qu'on  n*avait  point  de  motif  de  leur  attribuer  cette 
hostility ;  a  la  Havane  il  a  declare  au  G^n6ral  Miramon,  au  Docteur  Miranda,  rt 
k  un  agent  accredite  de  Marquez  et  de  Zuloaga,  son  intention  de  traiter  avec  le 
gouvemement  ^tabli  k  Mexico  et  non  avec  des  guerillas;  il  leur  a  dit  clairement 
que  ces  m^mes  guerillas  n*avaient  qu*a  entrer  promptement  k  Mexico  et  a  sc 
constituer  gouvemement,  et  qu'alors  on  traiterait  avec  elles ;  cela  leur  eut  eie 
facile,  puisque  toutes  les  forces  du  President  Juarez  (Etaient  alors  sur  la  c6te  de 
Vera  Cmz. 

L'Amiral  Jurien  pense  que  les  gens  v^ritablement  dignes  d'intdr^t  sont  cenx 
qui,  sans  appartenir  aux  anciennes  classifications  des  parties  extrdnies,  sans  etre 
sous  les  amies,  se  trouvent  partout  dans  la  capitale,  dans  les  villes,  dans  les 
campagnes,  gemissant  sous  Toppression,  n'osant  pas  respirer,  mais  appellant  de 
tons  leurs  voeux  I'ordre  et  la  tranquillity ;  ce  parti  qui  desire  notre  appui,  on  le 
trouvera  partout  le  jour  oh.  il  y  aura  la  liberty  de  manifester  ses  v^ritables  sen- 
timents. Le  gouvemement  de  TEmpereur,  bien  inform^  k  cet  ^gard,  veut  en 
consequence  qu'on  marche  sur  Mexico,  et  telle  est  la  resolution  des  commissaires 
Fran<jais. 

M.  de  Saligny  dit  que  ses  nationaux  gi^missent  aussi  sous  cette  oppressioo, 
et  qu41  a  re^u  plusieurs  petitions  demandant  la  prompte  marche  des  troupes 
Fran9ais  sur  Mexico,  qu'fls  considerent  comme  leur  unique  moyen  de  salute  et 
le  seul  remade  aux  maux  qu'ils  souflFrent  et  k  la  consommation  de  leur  mine. 

Le  Commodore  Dunlop  croit  que  les  Fran9ai8  k  Mexico  verraient  avec  un 
profond  d^plaisir  la  marche  de  Parm^e  Fran^aise  sur  la  capitale. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  croit  que  parmi  des  personnes  qui  dirigent  les  affaires  du 
gouvemement  de  la  rdpublique  Mexicaine,  il  se  trouve  des  membres  distinguea 
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I  veritable  parti  mod^r^,  et  que  la  ligne  de  conduite  suivie  jusqu'ici  par  le 

mmissaires  allies  ^tait  la  mieux  appropriee  k  la  coneolidation  d'un  gouveme- 

3nt  acceptable  aux  yeux  de  tous. 

Les  commissaires  Anglais  et  Espagnol  pensent  qu'il  est  impossible  de  marcher 

accord  si  leurs  collogues  ne  se  conforment  pas  strictement  k  la  convention  de 

►ndres  et  aux  pr^liminaires  de  la  Sol'^dad. 

M.  de  Saligny  r^pond  que  s'il  y  a  infraction  aux  pr^liminaires,  ce  n'est  point 

la  part  des  commissaires,  mais  bien  de  la  part  du  gouvemement  Mexicain 
-m^me. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  revient  sur  la  convention  de  Londres,  et  le  Comte  de  Reus 
la  r^ponse  de  M.  Billault  aux  interpellations  que  lui  a  adre8S(^es  M.  de  Boissy 
ns  le  s^nat  sur  les  affaires  du  Mexique.     Le  sens  de  cette  i*eponse  est  que  la 
nvention  de  Londres  fixe  la  ligne  de  conduite  des  puissances  alliecs. 
IjC  Comte  de  Reus  soutient  le  droit  des  Mexicains  k  s'opposer  au  changement 

leurs  institutions  si  on  voulait  le  leur  imposer.  L'Amiral  dc^clare  n'cprouver 
cune  sympathie  pour  un  gouvemement  auquel  on  est  venu  pr^cher  la  paix  et 
conciliation,  et  qui  ne  reconnait  les  managements  qu'on  a  eus  envers  lui  qu'en 
Txncttant  des  ex^xutions  sanguinaires  et  en  publiant  des  ^dits  de  proscription. 
Jjes  commissaires  Anglais  et  Espagnol  d^clarent  ne  pouvoir  marcher  d'accord 
ec  leurs  collogues  de  France,  si  Tamiral  persiste  k  op6rer  son  mouvement 
trograde,  et  ils  attaquent  fortement  cette  resolution,  qu'ils  consid^rent  comme 
ntraire  aux  engagements  reciproques. 

L'amiral  rdpond  que  les  armistices  peuvent  toujours  6tre  d^nonc^s  k  Tavance 
ir  une  des  parties.  "  Je  me  suis  engag^,'*  dit-il,  **  k  me  retirer  en  cas  de  rup- 
T€,  mais  k  rien  de  plus.    Aujourd*hui  je  trouve  la  rupture  pleinement  justifi^e, 

je  me  retire :  ma  resolution  n'engage  k  rien  mes  collogues,  mais  elle  est  con- 
rme  k  mon  interpretation  de  la  convention,  et  j*en  assume  toute  la  responsa- 
lite  vis-k-vis  de  mes  collogues,  de  mon  gouvemement,  et  du  monde  entier." 

Le  Comte  de  Reus  dit  qu*il  ne  pent  y  avoir  armistice  \k  ou  il  n*y  a  pas  eu 
lerre ;  et  M.  de  Saligny  r^pond  qu'il  y  avait  eu  guerre  d^s  le  moment  qu'on 
krait  occup^  Vera  Cmz. 

II  rdpete  qu*il  consid^re  la  marche  des  troupes  sur  Mexico  comme  indispen- 
ible  k  la  s^curit^  de  ses  nationaux,  victimes  chaque  jour  de  d^testables  abus, 
t  declare  de  nouveau  sa  resolution  indbranlable  de  ne  plus  traiter  avec  le 
ouvemement  du  President  Juarez. 

Les  commissaires  Anglais  et  Espagnols  rdpondent  qu*ils  ne  connaissent 
acun  motif  qui  puisse  justifier  cette  r(5solution,  qu'ils  ne  sauraient  accepter  la 
Iponse  adress^e  par  les  commissaires  Fran9ais  k  M.  Doblado,  et  ne  peuvent  y 
pposer  leur  signature. 

lis  ddclarent  que,  si  leurs  collogues  de  France  persistent  k  se  refuser  k 
eloignement  des  exiles  Mexicains,  et  k  ne  point  prendre  part  aux  conferences 
ui  dcvaicnt  avoir  lieu  k  Orizaba  le  15  Avril,  ils  se  retireront  avec  leurs  troupes 
u  territoire  Mexicain,  consid^rant  cette  mani(^re  d*agir  comme  une  violation  de 
I  convention  de  Londres  et  des  prdliminaires  de  la  Soledad. 

L'Amiral  Jurien  dit  alors  que  celle  des  trois  puissances  qui  reste  au  Mexique 
lourra  agir  dans  Tintdret  des  allies,  et  le^  commissaires  Anglais  et  Espagnol 
^pondent  qu'il  n'appartient  qu'k  leurs  gouvemements  de  d<6cider  cette  ques- 
ion,  et  que  quant  k  eux  ils  ne  sont  pas  autoris^s  k  accepter  cette  offre. 

On  discute  le  mode  et  Pepoque  de  Tevacuation  du  territoire  par  les  forces 
Cspagnoles  et  Anglaises. 

L'Amiral  Jurien  offre  les  b^timents  qui  sont  k  sa  disposition  pour  aider  au 
rau?port  des  troupes  Espagnoles. 

Le  Comte  de  Reus  croit  devoir  ne  pas  accepter  cette  offre,  car  tous  les 
lements  ndcessaires  lui  seront  envoy^s  de  THavane,  et,  s'il  le  faut,  il  profitera 
es  b4timent8  Anglais  mis  k  sa  disposition  par  le  Commodore  Dunlop. 

Avis  est  donned,  stance,  tenante,  des  resolutions  prises  au  gouvemement  de 
[exico  et  au  General  Zaragoza. 
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Ce  p^oc^8-ve^bal  a  dti^  lu  en  presence  de  leurs  excellenccB  Sir  Cliarles  Lennox 
Wyke,  le  Compte  de  Reus,  PAmiral  Jurien,  et  le  Commodore  Dunlop  (M.  fc 
Comte  de  Saligny  ee  trouvant  absent  pour  cause  d'indisposition,)  et  dies  I'ont 
trouv^  conforme  et  Tent  approuve. 
Orizaba,  lell  Avrih  1862. 

JUAN  ANTO.  LOPEZ  DE  CEBALLOS, 
Secretaire  de  la  Mi^siwt  de  sa  Majeste  Cathoiique. 
COMTE  A.  DE  LA  LONDE, 

Secretaire  de  la  Legatiijn  de  France. 
JOHN  WAL8HAM, 

Acting  Secretary  of  her  Majesties  Legatum. 


[TranBlation.] 

Their  excellencies  the  plenipotentiaries  and  commanders-in-cbief  of  the  force 
of  the  allied  powers  being  assembled  at  the  residence  of  his  excellency  the  Coual 
de  Reus,  the  sitting  commenced  at  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Having  regard  to  the  gravity  of  the  affairs  to  be  considered,  their  excellencies 
decided  that  the  secretaries  of  the  missions  of  England  and  France  ehonli 
together  with  the  secretary  of  the  mission  of  Spain,  be  present  at  this  confer- 
ence, to  draw  up  the  proces-verbal  in  extenso. 

His  excellency  the  Count  de  Reus  begins  by  inviting  his  excellency  the  Ad- 
miral Jurien  to  set  forth  the  object  of  the  conference,  and  the  latter  answers  tk 
the  principal  end  of  the  conference  is  to  come  to  an  agreement  on  the  answer  to 
be  made  to  a  communication  of  the  Mexican  government,  demanding  the  re-€ffi- 
barkation  of  General  Almonte  and  of  the  persons  accompanying  him. 

His  excellency  Sir  Charles  Wyke  says  that  it  is  necessary  to  come  to  i 
frank  and  decisive  explanation,  and  this  opinion  is  shared  by  his  colleagues. 

The  Count  de  Reus  adds  that  it  is  expedient  to  know  whether  it  is  possi^ 
to  continue  to  act  in  concert,  as  has  been  hitherto  done ;  for  that  he  and  ^ 
I^nglish  colleagues  consider  the  attitude  recently  taken  by  the  plcnipotenlitiis 
of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  as  contrary  to  the  stipulations  of  the  convention  i 
London,  of  which  the  object,  according  to  them,  was,  in  the  first  place,  to  pp> 
cure  reparation  for  the  grievances  which  each  of  the  high  powers  had  agais?^ 
the  Mexican  government,  and  to  exact  respect  for  treaties  ;  then  to  arrive,  by 
means  of  the  moral  influence  of  the  three  nations,  at  establishing  a  strong  jb^ 
durable  government,  offering  sufficient  guarantees  both  as  regards  their  fellow- 
countrymen  and  the  subjects  of  foreign  powers. 

His  excellency  reminds  the  conference  that  in  the  beginning,  if  this  questia 
of  grievances  did  not  appear  in  a  conspicuous  light  on  the  occasion  when  tk 

Sroclamation  to  the  Mexicans  was  published,  and  the  note  sent  to  Pre?i^fiJ^ 
uarez,  it  was  that  the  commissioners  did  not  consider  themselves  authorized  t? 
decide  whether  or  not  there  was  unity  amongst  them  as  regards  their  respective 
ultimatums,  and  that,  in  consequence,  they  had  thought  it  right  to  ask  for  fi«^ 
instructions  in  this  respect. 

His  excellency  desires  that  it  should  be  well  understood  that  the  line  of  cob- 
duct  which  had  been  considered  by  certain  people  as  a  prejudicial  loss  of  tia* 
was  only  an  absolute  necessity,  imposed  by  the  total  want  of  means  of  transpof- 
For  although  the  three  allied  powers  had  foreseen  that  under  certain  circumstawef 
it  would  be  necessary  to  advance  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  yet  their  troop 
arrived  at  Vera  Cniz  without  wagons,  without  horses,  without  mules,  withoaJ 
any  of  the  resources  indispensable  to  the  transport  of  provisions,  of  the  8ick,aD^ 
of  artillery  •,  TmAer  <ioiid\t\ow«,  m  abort,  such  as  might  have  led  to  the  belief  tbit 
they  had  det^Tuime/dL  oriVy  \o  Qc.<ya^^  ^^  ^«t\.  ^1N  ^tsv.  ^xsia..  However,  thej  h*d 
hardly  diaembaikeA.  \?\i^ti  \\i^  ^tbc\\x\a  \i^^^'?s.%\\:^  ^1  ^^\ife\s»5o>xv'5^\s!^a  -^  V 
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terior  of  the  country  began  to  be  felt,  both  on  account  of  the  sickness  suffered 
by  the  troops,  and  the  total  absence  of  supplies,  which  the  guerillas  did  not 
allow  to  arrive  as  far  as  the  town. 

In  consequence,  the  chiefs  of  the  allied  forces  were  compelled  immediately  to 
get  together  as  many  means  of  locomotion  as  possible,  which  were  obtained  with 
difficulty,  and  at  a  heavy  price,  extending  also,  by  degrees,  the  circle  of  their 
operations  in  the  environs  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Admiral  Jurien  approves  what  his  Spanish  colleague  has  just  said,  and  de- 
sires that  it  may  be  recorded  that  his  artillerv  and  the  camping  materials  of  two 
of  his  battallions  were  only  able  to  be  disembarked  on  the  5th  of  February. 

The  Count  de  Reus  thinks,  therefore,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  act  other- 
wise, and  that  in  entering  into  parley  and  amicable  negotiations  with  the  Mexi- 
can government,  the  allies  only  gained  the  time  which  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  them  for  preparing  to  march  forwards,  without  allowing  themselves  to  be 
cajoled  a  single  instant  by  the  government,  as  might  have  been  thought.  War 
was  not  feared,  but  it  was  wished  to  spare  Mexico  the  misfortunes  which  result 
from  it,  and  to  attain  the  object  of  the  alliance  without  the  effusion  of  blood ; 
also  the  commissioners  notified  to  the  government  their  intention  to  go  forward 
without  asking  its  permission,  desiring  to  remain  at  peace,  but  decided  not  to 
modify  their  resolution. 

It  was  in  this  spirit  that  the  Count  de  Reus,  authorized  by  his  collea^es, 
went  to  La  Soledad  on  the  19th  February,  to  have  an  interview  there  with  M. 
Doblado,  minister,  for  foreign  affairs,  and  then  signed  the  preliminaries  destined 
to  determine  the  respective  situations,  and  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  the  line  of  con- 
duct to  be  pursued. 

On  the  28th  the  Spanish  army  commenced  its  march.  The  admiral  at  the 
bead  of  the  French  troops  had  already  commenced  moving  since  the  26th  with- 
out encountering  serious  obstacles  or  hostility ;  and  yet  the  two  armies  left  on 
the  road  sad  traces  of  their  passage.  Invalids,  baggage,  horses,  or  mules,  which 
not  being  able  to  follow  the  column  under  a  fiery  sun,  along  fearful  roads,  re- 
mained in  the  rear,  and  bore  witness  to  all  the  difficulties  of  the  undertaking. 

His  excellency  adds  that  if  the  expedition  had  found  itself  surrounded  by  war 
a  disaster  might  have  happened,  and  the  European  governments  would,  without 
doubt,  have  taken  their  generals  severely  to  task  for  their  conduct. 

But  at  last  the  Spaniards  and  the  French  arrived  peaceably  at  their  encamp- 
ments at  Cordova,  Orizaba,  and  Tehuacan,  where  tney  were  bound,  says  his 
excellency,  to  await  the  15th  of  April,  the  day  fixed  for  the  opening  of  the  con- 
ferences between  the  allied  plenipotentiaries  and  the  Mexican  commissioners. 

The  Count  de  Reus  recapitulates  all  the  arguments,  perhaps  but  ill-founded, 
which  he  thought  it  right  to  urge  on  the  Mexican  government  to  induce  it  to 
accept  this  far-distant  date. 

M.  de  Saligny  observes  that  it  was  he  who  urged  this  delay  in  the  opening 
of  the  new  conferences,  in  order  to  have  the  time  to  receive  from  his  government 
the  instructions  which  he  expected. 

The  Count  de  Reus  then  says  that,  in  short,  neither  the  time  passed  at  Vera 
Cruz,  nor  the  time  before  the  15th  of  April,  could  be  considered  as  wasted,  and 
that  this  is  sufficiently  proved  by  what  has  just  been  set  forth. 

Lastly,  all  was  going  on  favorably,  and  there  was  reason  to  hope  that  every 
satisfaction  intended  by  the  convention  of  London  would  be  obtained  by  pacific 
means,  when  the  packet  for  the  month  of  Februanr  arrived,  bringing  Greneral 
Almonte  and  some  other  exiles,  and  casting  the  apple  of  discord  before  the  con- 
ference. 

In  a  visit  made  to  his  excellency  by  Greneral  Almonte,  the  latter  had  declared 
to  him  frankly  that  he  counted  on  the  influence  of  the  three  powers  to  change 
the  established  government  of  Mexico  into  a  monarchy,  and  to  place  the  crown  on 
the  head  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  of  Austria ;  that  he  thought  this  project 
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would  be  well  received  in  Mexico,  and  perhaps  realized  before  two  months  were 
over. 

Commodore  Dunlop  observes  that  a  few  days  afterwards  M.  Almonte  made 
the  same  declaration  to  him. 

His  excellency  the  Count  de  Reus  had  answered  General  Almonte  that  he 
was  of  an  opinion  diametrically  opposite,  and  that  he  must  not  count  on  the  sap- 
port  of  Spain ;  that  Mexico,  constituted  as  a  republic  for  forty  years,  must  neco- 
sarily  be  anti-monarchical,  and  would  never  accept  new  institutions  with  whicli 
it  was  unacauainted,  and  which  were  contrary  to  those  which  it  had  adopted, 
and  under  which  it  had  existed  so  long. 

On  the  observation  of  General  Almonte  that  he  felt  sure  of  the  support  of  tk 
French  arms,  his  excellency  answered  that  he  would  regret  if  the  French  gor- 
ernment  were  to  follow  in  Mexico  a  policy  which  would  be  in  opposition  to  the 
policy  always  great,  just,  and  generous,  of  the  Emperor;  that  in  the  event, 6r 
from  probable,  but  still  possible,  of  a  check  sustained  by  the  French  forces  en- 
gaged in  such  an  undertaking,  his  excellency  would  feel  as  much  pain  as  if  i 
great  misfortune  were  to  fall  on  his  own  country  or  on  himself;  that,  Wtlj,  he 
conjured  General  Almonte  not  to  go  forward,  for  if  he  went  alone,  exiled  as  he 
was  by  a  decree,  just  or  unjust,  he  was  going  to  destruction,  and  if  he  was  es- 
corted by  the  troops  of  one  of  the  allied  powers,  this  fact  would  produce  aa 
alarm  which  would  compromise  the  results  of  the  good  policy  followed  up  to 
this  day  by  the  commissioners. 

Soon,  however,  the  arrival  of  more  French  troops  was  known  at  Orizaba  and 
at  Tehuacan ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  known  that,  at  the  order  of  General  de 
Lorencez,  a  battalion  of  chasseurs  was  escorting  General  Almonte  and  his  com- 
panions on  the  road  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Tehuacan.  Admiral  Jurien  thought  it 
right,  in  conseauence,  to  let  the  Mexican  government  know  of  his  resolution  to 
commence  on  tne  1st  of  April  the  retrograde  movement  foreseen  in  the  prelimi- 
naries of  Soledad  if  the  conferences  did  not  come  to  a  satisfactory  result. 

Admiral  Jurien  explains,  that  first  of  all  he  confined  himself  to  causing  as 
indirect  intimation  of  his  resolution  to  be  given  to  the  Mexican  govemmeot, 
and  that  he  only  addressed  it  an  official  note  on  this  subject  after  having  re- 
ceived himself  from  General  Zaragoza  a  letter  which  left  him  no  longer  any 
hope  of  obtaining  from  the  conferences  of  Orizaba  a  result  conformible  to  tk 
interests  and  dignity  of  France. 

The  Count  de  Reus  remarks  that  at  this  time  only  himself  and  his  Engliak 
colleague  were  at  Orizaba,  and  that  on  receiving  the  communication  of  the  ad- 
miral they  asked  themselves  if  the  French  conunissioners  had  the  right  to  allow 
the  enemies  of  the  government  established  in  Mexico  to  be  escorted,  and  if  the 
admiral  could  act  as  he  was  doing  without  a  decision  of  the  conference;  for 
they  considered  this  line  of  conduct  as  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war,  and 
contrary  to  the  convention  of  London  and  to  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad; 
that  they  had  agreed  in  thinking  that  the  French  conunissioners  had  not  tbe 
right  to  adopt  this  line  of  conduct  without  the  consent  of  their  colleagues,  and 
that  they  had  in  consequence  immediately  invited  the  conference  to  assemble, 
in  order  to  decide  whether  they  should  continue  to  act  conformably  to  the  con- 
vention of  London,  or  whether  instructions  from  their  government  prevented 
the  French  commissioners  from  henceforth  acting  with  their  colleagues,  in  ordej 
that  in  this  case  each  might  proceed  in  the  manner  which  he  thought  would  best 
answer  the  wishes  of  his  government. 

"  For  my  part,"  adds  his  excellency,  "  I  beg  my  colleagues  to  be  good 
enough  to  give  their  opinion  decidedly  on  these  points,  for  that  is  the  principal 
object  of  this  conference.**  j 

His  excellency  Admiral  Jurien  answers  that  he  does  not  consider  himself  as 
having  in  any  way  infringed  the  stipulations  of  the  convention  of  London,  or  of 
the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad. 


PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  MEXICO.  737 

He  had  couHidered  the  protection  accorded  to  General  Almonte  by  General 
Lorencez  as  incompatible  with  the  stay  of  the  French  troops  at  Tehuacan. 

The  vessel  which  carried  the  commander  of  the  expeditionary  corps  and  his 
8ta£f,  adds  M.  de  Saligny,  by  order  of  the  Emperor  waited  for  General  Almonte 
for  four  days. 

Admiral  Jurien  sets  forth  that  his  retreat  from  Tehuacan  was  only  a  scruple 
of  loyality  on  his  part,  on  which  subject  he  was  not  obliged  to  consult  his  col- 
leagues. Once  returned  to  Paso  Ancho  with  his  troops,  he  would  find  himself 
on  a  neutral  territory,  where  he  was  free  to  give  to  General  Almonte  all  the  pro- 
tection to  which  a  person  honored  with  the  good-will  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor- 
had  a  right. 

The  Count  de  Reus  and  Sir  Charles  Wyke  desire  that  the  question  may  be 
thoroughly  examined,  and  maintain  that  the  French  commissioners  have  not  the 
right  to  lend  their  protection  to  the  enemies  of  the  Mexican  government  on  its 
own  territory.  The  expedition  did  not  come  to  sustain  in  Mexico  the  particular 
policy  of  each  of  the  three  nations,  but  exclusively  that  indicated  by  the  con- 
vention of  London.  None  of  the  commissioners  has  the  right  to  act  in  such 
grave  cases  without  the  assent  of  his  colleagues. 

The  admiral  repeats  that  he  reserves  to  himself  the  interpretation  of  the  con- 
vention of  London,  and  accepts  all  the  responsibility,  in  the  same  manner  as 
this  right  belongs  to  each  of  the  commissioners,  without  that  being  able  in  any 
way  to  bind  the  governments  which  have  concluded  this  convention ;  the  French 
commissioners  act,  therefore,  conformably  to  the  interpretation  which  appears 
best  to  them,  and  assume  beforehand  all  the  responsibility  of  their  acts. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  asks  that  Article  II  of  the  convention  of  London  should 
he  read,  and  Admiral  Jurien  persists  in  thinking,  after  having  heard  it,  that,  if 
there  has  been  any  infraction  of  the  convention  it  was  not  in  the  protection 
accorded  to  General  Almonte,  but  in  the  excessive  mildness  and  the  great  con- 
sideration towards  the  government  of  Mexico ;  that  besides,  this  policy  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  favorably  viewed  in  Europe.  The  course  advised  by  M.  de 
Saligny  would  have  been,  he  thinks,  more  comformable  to  the  intentions  of  the 
government  of  the  Emperor. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  then  says  that  since  the  commencement,  the  negotiation 
has  been  carried  on  with  the  de  facto  government;  that  this  change  of  attitude 
might  be  considered  as  inconsistent,  and  that  the  protection  accorded  to  the 
proscribed  individuals  constitutes  a  veritable  intcri'erence  in  the  iutemal  affairs 
of  the  country. 

Admiral  Jurien  answers  that  the  protection  accorded  to  General  Almonte  is 
only  that  of  the  French  flag,  which  never  anywhere  failed  exiles  of  any  country ; 
that  it  does  not  in  any  way  constitute  an  interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of 
the  republic,  and  that  once  accorded  there  is  no  instance  of  this  protection  having 
been  withdrawn. 

The  Count  de  Reus  says  that  this  protection  is  exercised  for  conquered  per- 
sons, and  those  who  are  in  danger,  but  that  it  is  not  admissible  for  people  arri- 
ving from  abroad  with  intentions  hostile  to  the  established  government,  and  with 
which  the  allies  have  opened  negotiations. 

The  Admiral  answers  that  General  Almonte,  who  shared  the  opinion  generally 
prevalent  in  Europe  that  war  was  being  carried  on  in  Mexico,  had  come  there 
not  with  hostile  intentions,  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  a  spirit  quite  pacific  and 
conciliatory,  in  order  to  inculcate  concord  in  the  different  parties  to  which  his 
antecedents  already  reconunended  him;  to  explain  to  his  countrymen  the  benev- 
olent views  of  Europe  towards  them,  and  to  avoid  every  misunderstanding — a 
mission  for  w^hich  he  was  rendered  fit  by  the  posts  which  he  had  so  honorably 
occupied,  by  his  relations  with  and  the  esteem  of  the  Emperor ;  that  the  reasons 
which  the  Count  de  Reus  had  given  in  support  of  his  opinion  on  the  impossi- 
hility  of  establishing  monarchy  in  Mexico  appeared  to  him,  on  the  contrary, 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 47 
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favorable  to  this  radical  chauge  of  institutions,  since  those  adopted  bj  Mexico 
had  only  made  he  the  prey  of  continual  revolutions,  and  led  her  to  the  deplo- 
rable state  in  which  she  is  at  present. 

To  this  Sir  Charles  Wyke  replies  that  he  considers  it  strange  that  General 
Almonte  should  speak  in  the  name  of  the  three  allied  powers,  for  he  does  not 
bear  any  representative  character  for  England  and  Spain,  and  is  in  no  way  tbe 
interpreter  of  the  convention  of  London. 

Admiral  Jurien  does  not  think  that  General  Almonte  has  ever  manifestied 
such  pretentions ;  and  the  Count  de  Reus  reports  again  the  conversation  whieh 
he  had  with  General  Almonte  at  Vera  Cruz,  adding  that  the  latter  then  alleged 
that  he  had  offered  the  Mexican  throne,  in  the  name  of  his  fellow-countrymen, 
to  the  Archduke  Maximilian,  who  seemed  disposed  to  accept  it. 

This  declaration,  made  to  the  plenipotentiary  of  the  Queen,  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Spanish  forces,  as  well  as  to  Commodore  Dunlop,  could  not  pa.«k-  a? 
a  simple  conversation ;  and  as  nothing  was  more  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  his  in- 
structions, it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  co-operate  for  the  success  of  like  projeffe 

The  English  commissioners  entirely  share  the  opinion  of  their  Spanish  col 
league. 

M.  de  Saligny  insists,  on  this  point,  that  it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  tljp 
real  and  principal  object  of  the  convention  was  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  the 
outrages  heiiped  on  foreigners  by  the  Mexican  government,  and  to  enforce  it? 
observance  of  treaties;  that  the  temporizing  and  conciliatory  system  hiibertn 
pursued  was  condemned  by  what  was  daily  occurring,  inasmuch  as  the  rei^  <i 
extortions,  tyranny,  and  violence,  had  been  made  doubly  oppressive,  and  m- 
dered  the  situation  of  foreigners  quite  intolerable ;  that  proofs  of  this  were  cofl- 
tinually  afforded  by  complaints  daily  sent  into  him  that  the  attitude  of  the  allH 
forces  appeared  to  have  stimulated  the  government  to  redoubled  audacitj';  th«. 
for  his  part,  he  formally  declared  that  he  would  not  treat  with  that  govemmeai; 
and  that  his  well-matured  opinion  was  that  it  was  necessary  to  march  upia 
Mexico. 

The  Count  de  Reus  thinks  what  M.  de  Saligny  has  just  said  unjust,  and  nj 
C.  Wyke  supports  this  opinion.  If  the  Mexican  government  hesitated  sobm 
time  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  allies,  it  was  because  it  could  not  consider  at  fir^ 
in  the  light  of  friends  the  three  powers  who  occupied  the  port  whence  it  dre» 
all  its  resources ;  but  after  more  or  less  hesitation  its  resolutions  have  alwayf 
been  satisfactory. 

There  was,  however,  a  moment  when  the  plenipotentiaries  of  England  and 
Spain  thought  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  change  their  attitude  towards  tbegt»T- 
ernment  of  Mexico;  they  wrote  in  this  sense  to  M.  de  Saligny  and  to  Adminl 
Jurien,  and  they  acted  upon  the  assurance  given  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  in  a  letter 
from  Mexico,  that  the  tax  of  2  per  cent,  continued  to  be  exacted  from  foreigners, 
and  on  the  threat  made  by  M.  JDoblado,  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Count  ^ 
Reus,  to  interrupt  anew  the  communications  between  Vera  Cruz  and  the  interior, 
if  the  custom-house  was  not  restored  to  the  Mexican  authorities. 

Some  days  after  the  Mexican  Ministers  Senor  Gonzales  Echeverria  and  Dm 
Jesus  Teran,  furnished  with  full  powers,  arrived  at  Orizaba,  listened  to  tk 
complaints  of  the  English  and  Spanish  commissioners,  renounced,  after  makin* 
great  difficulties,  the  levying  of  2  per  cent,  on  foreigners,  promised  the  with- 
drawal of  the  decree  interrupting  the  communications  between  Vera  Cmi  w^ 
the  interior,  and  made  known  the  intention  of  the  government  to  comply  will 
all  the  just  claims  of  the  allied  powers.  If  these  promises  were  not  kept,  wbes 
the  day  came  it  would  be  time  enough  then  to  declare  war ;  but  it  must  nor  b 
done  from  futile  motives,  which  would  not  be  justified  before  the  grand  tribumi 
of  the  civilized  world. 

Why,  adds  the  Count  de  Reus,  do  the  French  commissioners  refuse  to  he\k\t 
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these  solemn  promises  1  Why  will  they  not  consent  to  put  the  sincerity  of  the 
Mexican  government  to  the  proof,  when  they  had  only  six  days  to  wait? 

The  Count  de  Saligny  maintains  his  opinion  and  assumes  all  the  responsibility ; 
his  opinion  is  founded  on  the  grievances,  every  day  more  numerous,  of  which  his 
countrymen  complain  constantly,  as  well  as  the  Spaniards,  from  whom  he  has 
received  (he  does  not  know  why)  a  great  number  of  claims  which  should  have 
heen  addressed  to  the  Count  de  Reus,  and  which  will  be  remitted  to  him  by  his 
colleague  as  soon  as  he  can  open  the  packet  of  papers  in  which  they  are. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  is  astonished  that  the  news  of  the?e  vexatious  proceedings 
should  not  have  reached  him,  and  asks  of  what  nature  they  are,  and  against 
whom  they  have  been  committed.  M.  de  Saligny  answers  that  French  subjects 
have  naturally  not  gone  to  the  British  legation  in  order  to  make  known  their 
claims. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  desires  to  know  if  it  is  true  that  M.  de  Saligny  had  said 
that  he  considered  the  preliminaries  as  of  no  more  value  than  the  paper  on  which 
they  were  written,  and  the  latter  answers  that  he  never  could  have  had  the  least 
confidence  in  what  emanated  from  the  government  of  Mexico,  neither  in  the 
preliminaries  nor  in  its  other  engagements. 

Commodore  Dunlop  asks  M.  de  Saligny  why  he  put  his  signature  to  them, 
and  how  it  happens  that  he  does  not  consider  himself  bound. 

To  this  the  French  commissioner  answers  that  he  has  no  explanations  to  give 
to  the  conference  respecting  the  motives  which  prompted  him  to  sign  the  pre- 
liminaries, but  that  he  should  have  thought  himself  solemnly  bound  by  his 
signature  if  the  government  of  Mexico  had  not  t^iken  care  to  nullify  in  a  thousand 
ways  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad. 

The  Count  de  Reus  then  questions  M.  de  Saligny  respecting  a  personal  tmns- 
action ;  the  latter  appears  to  have  said  to  Colonel  Menduina,  governor  of  Vera 
Cruz,  and  to  M.  Cortez,  consul  for  Spain  in  the  port,  that  the  Count  de  Reus 
only  found  fault  with  projects  of  Mexican  monarchy  in  favor  of  the  archduke 
because  he  himself  aspired  to  get  himself  crowned  Emperor  of  Mexico ;  and  he 
appears  even  to  have  declared  that  he  possessed  proof  of  this.  The  Count  de 
Keus  exclaims  loudly  against  such  an  assertion,  and  summons  his  colleague  to 
give  explanations  on  tlie  subject,  adding  that  such  an  absurd  report  in  the  mouth 
of  the  public  would  not  have  possessed  any  importance,  but  that  coming  from 
M.  de  Saligny  it  acquired  a  serious  aspect ;  and  that,  lastly,  if  proofs  existed  of 
this,  he  insisted  on  their  production. 

The  French  commissioner  remembers,  it  is  true,  having  spoken  in  this  sense ; 
but  he  only  repeated  what  was  publicly  reported.  The  proofs  to  which  he  had 
alluded  were,  in  the  first  place,  a  letter,  seen  also  by  the  admiral,  written  by  a 
person  altogether  a  partizan  of  his  candidature  to  the  throne  of  Mexico ;  in  the 
second  place,  the  insinuations  which  might  make  it  supposed  that  the  Emperor 
was  favorable  to  this  project;  lastly,  the  articles  of  the  journal  "El  Eco  de 
Europa,"  to  which  M.  de  Saligny  would  not  have  attached  the  slightest  import- 
ance if  his  excellency  the  Count  de  Reus  had  not  declared  before  the  conference 
at  Vera  Cruz  that  this  journal  did  not  venture  to  print  a  single  word  without 
having  received  the  previous  approbation  of  his  excellency. 

M.  de  Saligny  remembers  also  that  a  word  of  the  Count  de  Reus  had  forcibly 
struck  him.  He  appears  to  have  said  to  him  that  the  candidature  of  an  Austrian 
prince  for  Mexico  was  absurd ;  that  perhaps  there  might  be  some  chance  for  a 
soldier  of  fortune. 

The  Coiuit  de  Reus  declares  that  he  alluded  to  a  Mexican  soldier  of  fortune ; 
that  he  had  never  authorized  anybody  to  attribute  to  him  such  a  senseless  pro- 
ject, nor  to  suppoit  it;  that  it  is  very  true  that  "L'Eco  de  Europa"  printed 
absolutely  nothing  without  his  approval,  but  that  nothing  would  be  found  there 
relating  to  his  being  a  candidate  for  the  throne  of  Mexico.  He  is  severely  hurt 
by  these  suppositions.     If  Mexico  were  offered  to  him,  with  all  its  riches,  he 
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would  not  take  it  at  any  price,  for  he  infinitely  prefers  the  position  whicli  he  has 
made  for  himself  in  Spain.  The  treasures  which  he  appreciates  above  every- 
thing, and  which  suffice  for  his  ambition,  are  the  good-will  of  his  sovereign  and 
the  esteem  of  his  fellow-countrymen. 

On  the  observation  of  the  French  commissioners  that  there  was  nothing  in  all 
this  painful  to  the  feelings  of  the  Count  de  Reus,  the  latter  replies  that  it  wa« 
doing  injury  to  his  well-known  loyalty  to  suppose  that  he  harbored  in  secret 
such  projects. 

The  Count  de  Reus  desires  to  return  to  the  principal  object  of  the  conference, 
that  is  to  say,  that  it  should  be  decided  if  all  the  commissioners  should  con^ue 
to  act  in  concert,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  convention  of  London,  or  if  hii 
French  colleagues  were  going  to  adopt  another  line  of  conduct. 

These  latter  answer  that  they  will  continue  to  conform  scrupulously  to  tiie 
convention  of  London,  but  that  they  will  act  in  virtue  of  the  interpretation  which 
they  find  the  best,  as  is  their  right  and  their  duty. 

The  secretary  of  the  Spanish  mission  read  a  note  of  M.  Doblado,  demanding 
the  re-embarkation  of  General  Almonte  and  his  companions. 

Admiral  Jurien  read  the  answer  of  the  French  commissioners,  who  cannot 
comply  with  the  demand  of  the  Mexican  government. 

The  commissioners  of  England  and  Spain  do  not  approve  of  the  draft  sub- 
mitted by  the  admiraj  to  their  approbation. 

Admiral  Jurien  declares  that  he  has  never  seen  in  any  country  of  the  world 
the  system  of  terror  weighing  on  the  population,  and  keeping  them  under  a  yoke 
of  iron,  which  he  has  seen  in  Mexico.  It  is  oppression  in  its  most  odious  shape, 
tearing  a  father  from  his  children,  a  son  from  his  family,  under  the  most  fatile 
pretext,  arbitraiily  despoiling  owners  of  their  property,  and  stifling  the  most 
timid  manifestations  of  public  opinion. 

He  cites,  among  other  instances,  the  dismissal  of  General  Uraya.  and  the 
arrest  of  General  Cenobio,  who  was  on  the  point  of  being  shot  for  having  bad 
very  trifling  relations  with  the  allies  whilst  the  negotiations  were  being  still 
carried  on. 

M.  de  Saligny  supports  what  his  colleagues  has  just  said. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  is  of  a  contrary  opinion.  He  thinks  that  a  majority  are 
favorable  to  the  present  government,  and  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  parti- 
zans  of  a  monarchy. 

Admiral  Jurien  puts  aside  any  projects  with  respect  to  the  Archduke  Maxi- 
milian. There  is  no  question  at  present  of  a  monarchy;  that  is  a  contingency 
only,  of  which  there  should  be  no  question  until  after  the  consideration  of  the 
urgent  necessity  that  the  country  should  have  a  moral  and  respected  govemmeait, 
which  shall  not  smother  by  systematic  oppression  the  free  expression  of  the 
desires  of  the  intelligent  and  moderate  part  of  the  nation. 

This  majority  exists,  but  it  takes  care  not  to  show  itself  and  manifest  it^ 
opinion,  for  it  has  possibly  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  allied  commissioners 
were  hostile  to  it. 

Count  de  Reus  replies  that  there  was  no  reason  to  attribute  to  them  any  such 
hostility.  At  Havana  he  declared  to  General  Miramon,  Dr.  Miranda,  and  to  an 
accredited  agent  of  Marquez  and  Zuloaga,  his  intention  of  treating  with  the 
government  established  at  Mexico,  and  not  with  guerillas.  He  told  them  plainly 
that  those  guerillas  had  only  to  go  speedily  into  Mexico  and  constitute  them- 
selves into  a  government,  and  that  then  they  would  be  treated  with ;  that  would 
have  been  easy  for  them,  since  all  the  forces  of  President  Juarez  were  then  on 
the  coast  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Admiral  Jurien  thinks  that  the  persons  really  deserving  any  sympathy  are 
those  who,  without  belonging  to  the  old  division  of  extreme  parties,  without 
being  in  arms,  can  be  found  everywhere  in  the  capital,  in  the  towns,  in  the 
country  districts,  groaning  under  oppression,  not  daring  to  breathe,  but  sincerely 
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-desiring  order  and  tranquillitj ;  this  party,  which  desires  our  support,  we  shall 
find  everywhere  the  day  that  it  is  at  liberty  to  declare  its  true  feelings.  The 
government  of  the  Emperor,  well  informed  on  this  point,  wishes,  in  consequence, 
to  march  on  Mexico,  and  such  is  the  determination  of  the  French  commissioner. 

M.  de  Saligny  says  that  his  countrymen  groan  also  under  this  oppression,  and 
that  he  has  received  several  petitions  requesting  the  speedy  march  of  the  French 
troops  upon  Mexico,  which  they  consider  to  be  their  only  means  of  safety,  and 
the  only  remedy  for  the  evils  from  which  they  suffer,  and  t<5  prevent  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  ruin. 

Commodore  Dunlop  thinks  that  the  French  residing  at  Mexico  would  see  with 
great  displeasure  the  march  of  the  French  army  upon  the  capital. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  thinks  that  amongst  the  persons  who  direct  the  affairs  of 
the  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,  there  are  distinguished  members  of  the 
true  moderate  party,  and  that  the  line  of  conduct  hitherto  pursued  by  the  allied 
commissioners  was  the  best  fitted  to  consolidate  a  government  that  was  accepted 
by  every  one. 

The  English  and  Spanish  commissioners  think  that  it  is  impossible  to  agree 
if  their  colleagues  do  not  act  strictly  according  to  the  convention  of  London  and 
the  preliminaries  of  Soledad. 

M.  de  Saligny  replies,  that  if  there  is  any  infraction  of  the  preliminaries  it  is 
not  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners,  but  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  government 
itself. 

Sir  Charles  Wyke  again  refers  to  the  convention  of  London,  and  Count  de 
Reus  reads  the  reply  of  M.  Billault  to  the  questions  addressed  to  him  by  M.  de 
Boissy  in  the  senate  upon  the  affairs  of  Mexico.  The  substance  of  this  reply  is, 
that  the  convention  of  London  determines  the  line  of  conduct  for  the  allied 
powers. 

Count  de  Reus  maintains  the  right  of  the  Mexicans  to  oppose  any  alteration 
of  their  institutions  which  it  might  be  attempted  to  impose  on  them. 

The  admiral  declares  that  he  feels  no  sympathy  for  a  government  to  which  we 
-came  to  preach  peace  and  conciliation,  and  which  only  recognzes  our  conciliatory 
attitude  towards  it  by  allowing  sanguinary  executions  and  publishing  edicts  of 
proscription. 

The  English  and  Spanish  commissioners  declare  that  they  cannot  agree  with 
their  colleagues  of  France  if  the  admiral  persists  in  canying  out  his  retrograde 
movement,  and  they  strongly  attack  that  determination,  which  they  consider  to 
be  contrary  to  reciprocal  engagements. 

The  admiral  replies  that  armistices  can  always  be  declared  terminated  by  one 
of  the  parties.  "I  am  bound,"  he  says,  "to  retire  in  case  of  rupture,  but  to 
nothing  more.  I  now  find  the  rupture  fully  justified,  and  I  retire ;  my  resolu- 
tion does  not  in  any  way  bind  my  colleagues,  but  it  is  in  accordance  with  my 
interpretation  of  the  convention,  and  I  assume  all  the  responsibility  of  it  towards 
my  colleagues,  my  government,  and  the  whole  world.'* 

The  Count  de  Reus  says  that  there  can  be  no  armistice  where  there  has  been 
no  war ;  and  M.  de  Saligny  replies  that  there  had  been  war  from  the  moment 
that  Vera  Cruz  had  been  occupied. 

He  repeats  that  he  considers  the  march  of  the  troops  upon  Mexico  as  indis- 
pensable to  the  security  of  his  countrymen,  every  day  the  victims  of  detestable 
outrage,  and  declares  once  more  his  unalterable  resolution  to  treat  no  more  with 
the  government  of  President  Juarez. 

The  English  and  Spanish  commissioners  reply  that  they  are  unaware  of  any 
motive  that  could  justify  this  resolution;  that  they  were  not  in  a  position  to 
accept  the  reply  addressed  by  the  French  commissioners  to  M.  Doblado,  and 
could  not  affix  their  signature  thereto. 

They  declare  that  if  their  colleagues  of  France  persist  in  opposing  the  removal 
of  the  Mexican  exiles,  and  in  refusing  to  take  part  in  the  conferences  which 
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were  to  take  place  at  Orizaba  on  the  15th  of  April,  they  will  retire,  together 
with  their  troops,  from  Mexican  territory,  considering  this  line  of  action  as  a 
violation  of  the  convention  of  London  and  of  the  preliminaries  of  Soledad. 

Admiral  Jurien  then  says  that  whichever  of  the  three  powers  remains  in  Mex- 
ico will  be  able  to  act  in  the  interest  of  the  allies ;  and  the  English  and  Spanish 
commissioners  reply  that  it  belongs  to  their  governments  alone  to  decide  thL« 
qnestion,  and  that,  as  for  themselves,  they  are  not  authorized  to  accept  this  offer. 
They  then  discuss  the  manner  of  and  the  period  for  the  evacuation  of  the 
territory  by  the  Spanish  and  English  forces. 

Admiral  Jurien  offers  the  vessels  at  his  disposal  to  aid  in  the  transport  of  the 
Spanish  troops. 

The  Count  de  Reus  does  not  think  proper  to  accept  this  offer,  as  all  the  ne- 
cessary material  will  be  sent  to  him  from  Havana ;  ana  if  necessary  he  will  avail 
himself  of  the  English  vessels  placed  at  his  disposal  by  Commodore  Dunlop. 

Notice  of  the  resolutions  adopted  is  given,  during  the  sitting,  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico  and  to  General  Zaragoza. 

This  proces-verhal  has  been  read  in  the  presence  of  their  excellencies  Sir 
Charles  Lennox  Wyke,  the  Count  de  Reus,  Admiral  Jurien,  and  Commodore 
Dunlop,  (the  Count  de  Saligny  being  absent  in  consequence  of  indisposition,)  and 
they  have  found  it  to  be  correct  and  approved  it. 
Orizaba,  April  11.  1862. 

JUAN  ANTO.  LOPEZ  DE  CEBALLOS, 
Secretary  of  the  Mission  of  her  Catholic  Majesty. 
COUNT  A.  DE  LA  LONDE, 

Secretary  of  the  Legation  of  France. 
JOHN  WALSHAM, 

Acting  Secretary  of  her  Majesty^  s  Legation. 


No.  120. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

Orizaba,  AprU  12,  1862. 

Mv  Lord:  Convinced  of  the  necessity  of  promptly  conveying  to  your  lord- 
ship the  fullest  and  most  detailed  information  relative  to  the  events  now  parsing 
in  Mexico,  I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  send  home,  as  the  bearer  of  these 
despatches,  Mr.  Horace  Johnston,  second  paid  attache  of  her  Majesty's  mission, 
who  is  ready  to  offer  any  explanation  that  may  be  required  with  reference  to 
these  matters. 

From  the  turn  affairs  have  now  taken  here,  things  revert  to  the  state  they 
were  in  before  the  intervention  was  undertaken,  when  I  was  desired  by  your 
lordship  to  leave  Mexico  with  all  the  members  of  her  Majesty's  legation,  in  order 
to  join  the  admiral  at  the  island  of  Jamaica. 

Suffering  severely  as  I  now  am  from  liver  complaint,  I  could  neither  go  there 
nor  to  Bermuda,  where  that  officer  now  is,  and  I  shall  therefore  proceed  to  the 
copier  climate  of  New  York,  where  I  can  receive  any  orders  from  your  lordship 
in  ten  days,  and  am  at  the  same  time  within  easy  distance  for  communicating 
with  the  admiral. 

Under  existing  circumstances  I  cannot,  of  course,  go  up  to  Mexico ;  I  cannot 
remain  where  I  am,  for  as  soon  as  the  French  army  begins  its  hostile  advance 
swarms  of  Mexican  cavalry  will  be  down  here  to  cut  off  their  communication 
with  the  coast,  which,  from  the  smallness  of  their  force,  they  will  not  be  able  to 
maintain ;  nor  can  I  remain  in  Vera  Cruz,  where  yellow  fever  is  now  raging, 
and  Europeans  rapidly  dying  from  its  effects.  The  "vomito"  has  set  in  much 
earlier,  and  with  greater  intensity,  this  year  than  usual,  and  will  now  last  more 
or  less  until  the  end  of  October  next. 
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The  English  in  Mexico  are  not  now  likely  to  be  molested,  and  their  interests 
*^vill  be  watched  over  by  Mr.  Consul  Glennie,  in  whose  prudence  and  judgment 
J  have  every  confidence. 

I  propose  leaving  Vera  Cruz  with  Mr.  Walsh  am  for  New  York  direct,  on  the 
^8th  instant,  in  her  Majesty's  ship  Challenger,  and  shall  await  there  your  lord- 
-jbip's  further  instructions. 

I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  121. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

Orizaba,  April  13,  1862,  5 p.m. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  just  received  a  communication  from  General  Doblado, 
offering  to  come  down  here  and  sign  a  convention  with  me  for  the  settlement  of 
the  British  claims. 

A  similar  communication  has  been  also  addressed  by  that  minister  to  General 
^rim. 

We  have  both  individually  accepted  the  proposal  made  to  us,  and  expect  Gen- 
eral Doblado  down  here  on  the  17th. 

The  French  begin  their  forward  hostile  movement  on  Mexico  about  the  23d, 
c^arrying  with  them  General  Almonte,  Padre  Miranda,  and  the  other  persons 
V>anished  by  the  government  with  which  they  had  originally  intended  to  treat  at 
tte  same  time  as  ourselves. 

Whether  I  succeed  in  signing  a  treaty  with  General  Doblado  or  not,  I  still 
Sim  inclined  to  proceed  to  New  York,  there  to  await  further  orders  from  your 
lordship,  as,  if  I  were  to  go  up  to  Mexico  at  present,  I  should  be  exposed  to  sus- 
j)icion  on  the  part  of  the  French,  and  probably  accused  by  their  agents  here  of 
encouraging  and  aiding  the  Mexican  government  to  oppose  a  resistance  to  plans 
^which  they  know  I  disapprove  of 

General  Prim,  for  similar  reasons,  \vill  proceed  to  the  Havana,  there  to  await 
the  instructions  of  his  government. 

The  English  residents  in  Mexico  will,  in  the  event  of  my  temporaiy  absence, 
always  receive  due  protection  from  Mr.  Consul  Glennie,  who  has,  during  the 
last  three  months,  performed  that  duty  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  his  coun- 
trymen. 

I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  122. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  May  14,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  copies  of  two  letters  from  Commodore  Dunlop,  dated  the  11th  April,  re- 
porting the  circumstances  which  have  induced  the  British  and  Spanish  commis- 
sioners to  withdraw  from  Mexican  intervention. 
I  am,  &c., 

C.  PAGET. 


744  PRESENT   CONDITION    OF     MEXICO. 

[Enclosure  1  in  No.  122.] 

Commodore  Dunlop  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Orizaba,  April  11,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  m j  lords  com- 
missioners of  the  admiralty,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  determination  of  the 
French  commissioners  to  disregard  entirely  the  preliminary  convention  between 
General  Prim,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  coUeagues,  and  General  Doblado, 
signed  at  Soledad  on  the  19th  February,  and  approved  by  the  coDMnissioners 
collectively,  without  any  sufficient  cause,  as  it  appears  to  the  British  and  Span- 
ish commissioners,  and  the  intention  of  the  French,  after  having  marched  their 
troops  back  to  Paso  Ancho,  in  conformity  with  article  IV  of  that  preliminaiy 
convention,  to  move  forward  on  the  city  of  Mexico,  taking  with  them  General 
Almonte,  Padre  Miranda,  and  others  of  the  reactionary  church  party,  who  are 
proscribed  refugees,  the  British  and  Spanish  commissioners  have  conBidered  it 
their  duty  to  withdraw  from  the  intervention  in  Mexican  affairs,  and  as  soon  u 
possible  to  embark  their  troops  and  to  leave  the  country. 

2.  This  determination  was  taken  in  consequence  of  what  passed  at  a  confer- 
ence held  in  this  city  on  the  9th  instant  for  the  puroose  of  receiving  explana- 
tions from  the  French  commissioners  of  steps  adopted  by  them  without  consul- 
tation with  their  colleagues,  which  appeared  to  the  latter  entirely  at  variance 
with  the  convention  of  London,  and  which,  if  joined  in  by  them,  would  commit 
their  governments  to  a  policy  not  contemplated  or  desirable,  nor  in  unison  either 
with  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  or  with  those  of  Mexico. 

3.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  proces-verbal  of  the  conference 
alluded  to  above,  which  will  be  the  clearest  statement  of  the  intentions  of  the 
French,  and  the  arguments  put  forward  to  sustain  their  recent  policy,  that  can 
be  given,  and  at  the  same  time  to  add  further  explanations  of  my  own ;  but  if 
in  the  few  hours  before  the  departure  of  Mr.  Johnston,  attache  to  the  British 
legation,  for  England,  I  should  not  be  enabled  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  proch- 
verbal,  I  will  forward  it  by  the  packet  of  2d  of  May. 

4.  I  shall  embark  the  two  companies  of  British  marines  still  in  Vera  Cruz  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  send  them  to  join  the  battalion  at  Bermuda ;  and  I  have 
promisea  General  Prim  to  convey  1,500  Spanish  troops  to  Havana  in  her 
Majesty's  ships,  as  he  has  not  sufficient  means  of  transport  of  hia  own,  and  it 
is  of  the  greatest  possible  importance  to  the  health  of  the  troops  that  thej 
should  not  be  delayed  at  this  season  in  Vera  Gruz. 

5.  The  Spanish  troops  have  already  commenced  their  march  towards  the 
coast;  as  soon  as  they  have  all  passed  Paso  Ancho,  the  French  troops  will 
conmience  their  march  on  Mexico  from  that  place. 

6.  I  cannot  at  present  give  any  information  as  to  the  line  of  conduct  that 
will  be  pursued  by  the  Mexican  government  in  consequence  of  this  most  sud- 
den and  unexpected  independent  policy  of  the  French ;  but  it  is  to  be  presumed 
that  it  wiU  be  looked  upon  as  a  declaration  of  war. 

I  have,  &c., 

HUGH  DUNLOP 
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[fclncloeure  2  in  No.  122  ] 
Commodore  Dunlop  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Orizaba,  April  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  this  day's  date,  I  have  the  honor  to 
id,  very  hurriedly,  as  detailed  an  account  of  the  recent  policy  adopted  by  the 
'rench  commissioners,  (as  far  as  I  can  comprehend  it,)  and  of  the  necessity 
aat  in  consequence  has  arisen  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  British  and  Spanish 
ommissioners  from  the  intervention,  as  my  time  will  permit. 

I  must  trust  to  the  proces-verbal  of  the  proceedings  at  the  conference  to  put 
beir  lordships  in  possession  of  the  arguments  used  by  our  late  French  col- 
^agues  to  justify  their  departure  from  all  previous  engagements,  for  I  confess 
lyself  unable  either  to  enter  into  them  or  to  understand  them. 

Previous  to  my  departure  from  Vera  Cruz,  the  newly-arrived  division  of 
'rench  troops,  under  General  Lorencez,  had  marched  from  Tehuacan  to  join 
be  division  already  at  that  place  under  Vice-Admu-al  Jurien  de  la  Graviere ; 
nd.  the  general  permitted  the  Mexican  general,  Almonte,  a  priest  of  the  name 
f  Miranda,  and  others  of  the  reactionist  party,  to  proceed  with  him  under 
Veiich  protection.  These  persons  are  all  proscribed  refugees,  not  having  been 
icluded  in  the  amnesty  published  by  the  present  government.  General  Al- 
lonte  was  elected  by  his  party  provisional  president  of  Mexico,  and  may 
berefore  be  looked  upon  as  the  ostensible  head  of  the  church  party,  which  is 
till  in  arms  against  the  de  facto  government,  under  General  Marquez,  a  man 
rhose  name  is  famous,  even  in  Mexico,  for  the  ferocious  cruelty  of  his  acts  to- 
wards foreigners  and  natives,  and  for  the  numerous  robberies  and  extortions  he 
las  been  guilty  of. 

General  Almonte  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  from  Paris  by  the  English  packet  of 
be  27th  February,  and  is  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  the  monarchy  ques- 
ion ;  although  an  Indian,  he  is  a  man  of  education  and  considerable  intelli- 
gence, and  has  a  character  for  moderation  not  generally  shared  by  the  rest  of 
lis  party.  The  priest,  well  known  in  Mexico  by  the  name  of  Padre  Miranda, 
9  generally  execrated  as  a  cruel  unscrupulous  intriguant,  who  has  been  the 
hief  mover  in  some  of  the  worst  transactions  of  the  reactionist  party. 

Although  I  was,  in  the  absence  of  my  two  military  colleagues,  acting  as  chief 
uthority  in  Vera  Cruz,  General  Lorencez  did  not  communicate  to  me  his  iuten- 
ion  of  taking  with  him  these  refugees,  which  act  was  contrary  to  the  previous 
greement  of  the  commissioners  of  the  three  powers.  As  soon  as  I  was  made 
ware  of  it,  I  wrote  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke  and  General  Prim,  who  were  at  Ori- 
aba,  and  communications  passed  between  them  and  Admiral  de  la  Graviere 
ipon  the  subject,  on  their  part  remonstrating  strongly  against  these  proscribed 
efugees  being  taken  into  the  heart  of  the  coimtry  under  French  protection 
without  the  consent  of  the  commissioners.  The  full  particulars  of  these  com- 
duniaitions  I  am  unacquahited  with,  but  no  doubt  they  w\\\  be  laid  before  her 
Majesty's  government  by  Sir  Charles  Wyke. 

The  result,  however,  has  been  a  communication  on  the  part  of  Admiral  de  la 
jrraviere  to  the  Mexican  government,  stating  his  intention  to  disregard  the  pre- 
iminary  convention,  approved  by  himself  and  the  other  commissioners,  made 
»etween  General  Prim,  on  the  part  of  his  colleagues,  and  General  Doblado,  in 
onformity  with  article  IV  of  that  convention,  to  retire  with  his  troops  to  Paso 
Vncho,  with  a  view  to  an  immediate  advance  on  Mexico. 

This  communication  being  tantamount  to  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of 
he  French,  and  the  step  having  been  taken  without  any  previous  consultation 
vith  their  British  and  Spanish  colleagues,  was  a  virtual  departure,  on  the  part 
i  the  French,  not  only  from  all  previous  engagements  between  them  and  their 
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colleagues,  but  also  from  all  their  own  engagements  with  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment,as  agreed  to  in  the  preliminary  convention,  immediate  steps  were  taken  to 
assemble  the  commissioners  at  Orizaba,  in  order  that  a  conference  might  be 
held  with  a  view  to  demanding  from  our  French  colleagues  a  full  explanation 
of  the  cause  of  their  separate  action,  as  well  as  a  declaration  whether  they  had 
resolved  to  depart  from  the  spirit  of  the  convention  of  October  la«t,  signed  in 
London  by  the  representatives  of  the  three  powers,  and  which  had  hitherto 
been  considered  as  the  basis  on  which  rested  the  policy  to  be  pursued  by  thf 
allies  towards  Mexico ;  and  especially  to  ascertain  whether  the  French  commis- 
sioners iutended  to  adhere  to  that  portion  of  Article  II  of  the  said  convention 
which  stipulates  that  the  high  contracting  powers  are  not  "  to  exercise,  in  the 
interior  affairs  of  Mexico,  any  influence  calculuted  to  interfere  with  the  right  of 
the  Mexican  nation  to  choose  and  constitute  freely  its  own  form  of  govemmeDt." 

The  French  commissioners  did  not  both  arrive  in  Orizaba  until  the  9th  in- 
stant, and  on  that  day  the  conference  was  held  which  led  to  the  withdrawal  ot 
the  British  and  Spanish  commissioners  from  all  further  action  with  those  ot 
France,  as  stated  in  my  previous  letter  of  this  day. 

My  despatches  of  this  date  are  forwarded  by  Mr.  Johnston,  attache  to  her 
Majesty's  legation  in  Mexico,  who  goes  to  England  for  the  purpose  of  giviag 
information  on  the  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico. 
I  have,  &c., 

HUGH  DUNLOR 


No.  123. 
Earl  Cowley  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract  ] 

Paris,  May  15,  1862. 
M.  Thouvenel  disclaimed  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the  imperial  govern- 
ment to  impose  a  government  upon  Mexico,  and  he  said  that  tnis  disclaimer 
had  also  been  made  by  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re  ;  but  I  remarked  that  the 
effect  of  this  disclaimer  must  have  been  very  much  destroyed  by  the  language 
held  by  General  Almonte,  who  assumed  to  speak  with  the  Emperor's  authority. 


No.  124. 

Earl  RhsacII  to  Sir  C.    Wyke. 

Foreign  Office,  May  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  very  important  despatches  received  from  you  by  the  last  mail  re- 
quire full  consideration,  and  communication  with  the  governments  of  France  and 
Spain.  I  can  only  say,  at  present,  that  after  the  rupture  between  the  British 
and  Spanish  commissioners,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  French  on  the  other,  your 
determination  to  go  to  New  York  was  quite  right  and  proper. 

In  the  present  state  of  affairs,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  immediate  instruc- 
tions are  required  for  your  guidance,  if,  as  I  understand,  her  Majesty's  marines 
are  entirely  withdrawn  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  all  joint  action  has  ceased  between 
the  British  and  Spanish  commissioners,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  French  on  the 
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other.  It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  no  renewed  joint  action  will  take  place 
until  fresh  instructions  for  that  purpose  are  received  from  the  three  govern- 
ments concerned. 

I  have  at  present  no  such  instructions  to  give ;  but  Vice- Admiral  Milne  will 
hold  himself  in  readiness  to  obey  any  instructions  which  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment may  hereafter  give,  and  1  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  communicate,  if  you 
have  the  means  of  doing  so,  this  despatch  to  Vice-Admiral  Milne,  for  his 
guidance. 

I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


No.  125. 

Earl  Russell  to  the  Lards  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty, 

Foreign  Office,  May  17,  1862. 

Mv  Lords  :  The  reports  from  Commodore  Dunlop  of  the  11th  of  April,  en- 
closed in  the  letter  from  your  lordship's  secretary  of  the  14th  instant,  as  well 
as  those  received  from  Sir  Charles  Wyke  up  to  the  12th  of  April,  appear  to 
throw  some  doubt  upon  the  point  whether  the  commodore  will  remain  at  Vera 
Cruz  after  the  departure  of  Sir  Charles  Wyke  and  the  British  marines,  and  so 
be  in  a  position  to  carry  out  the  instructions  which  your  lordships  will  have 
sent  to  him  in  consequence  of  my  letters  of  the  5th  and  8th  instant. 

From  the  tenor  of  those  reports,  however,  it  seems  clear  that  all  joint  action 
had  between  the  English  and  Spanish  commissioners,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  French  commissioners  on  the  other,  and  there  does  not  seem  any  proba- 
bility of  its  having  been  renewed,  at  all  events  as  far  as  the  English  commis- 
sioners are  concerned,  without  further  instructions  from  home. 

It  appears,  moreover,  that  the  cessation  of  such  joint  action  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  occurrence  of  the  contingency,  adverted  to  in  n>y  letter  of  th  5th 
instant,  of  the  intended  advance  of  the  French  troops  on  Mexico ;  and,  there- 
fore, as  I  stated  in  my  same  letter,  the  execution  of  the  convention  of  October 
31,  1861,  must  be  suspended,  and  Vice-Admiral  Milne  should  now  be  informed 
that  without  further  instructions  it  must  remain  so. 

But  Vice-Admiral  Milne  must  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  carry  out  any  in- 
structions which  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  sent  to  him,  in  reference  to  the 
affairs  of  Mexico. 

I  euclose,  for  your  lordships'  information,  a  copy  of  an  instruction  which  I 
have  addressed  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  (No.  124,)  and  to  whom  I  have  also  sent 
leave  to  return  from  New  York  to  Europe  for  three  months  for  the  recovery 
of  his  health. 

I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


No.  126. 

Earl  Cowley  to  Earl  RusselL 

Paris,  May  20,  1862. 
My  Lord  :  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  to  your  lordship,  extracted 
from  the  •*  Moniteur"  of  this  day,  an  article  respecting  Mexico. 
I  have,  &c., 

COWLEY. 
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[Enclosure  in  No.  126.] 

Extract  from  the  "  Moniteur'*  of  May  20,  1862. 

Les  circonstances  qui  ont  determine  les  dernieres  resolutions  dej*  plenipoten- 
tiairies  de  I'Empereur  au  Mexique  sont  Pobjet  d'appreciations  diverges  de  la  part 
de  la  presse  Fran^aise  et  ^trangere.  II  nous  semble  opportiin,  afin  d'eclairer 
Topinion  publique,  de  reproduire  ici  les  clauses  de  la  convention  de  Londres  et 
les  instructions  dont  M.  de  Saligny  et  le  Vice-Amiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere  se 
sont  inspires  en  renon^ant  a  negocier  avec  les  pl^nipotentiaires  de  M.  Juarez  et 
en  faisant  avancer  nos  troupes  sur  Mexico.  Nous  compruntons  ces  citations  ani 
documents  diplomatiques  qui  ont  i^te  communiques  au  sdnat  et  au  corps  le^- 
latif  a  Touverture  de  la  session.  I 

Voici  d*abord  le  prdambule  de  la  convention  du  31  Octobre,  qui  indique  le 
double  but  assign^  tv  Taction  commuue  de  la  France,  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  et 
.  de  TEspagne  : — 

"  Sa  Majeste  TEmpereur  des  Fran^ais,  sa  Majesti^  la  Reine  d'Espague,  et  sa 
Majesty  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  d'Irlande,  se  trouvant  placees  par  k 
conduite  arbitraire  et  vexatoire  des  autorit^s  de  la  republique  du  Mexique  dans 
la  ndcessit^  d'exiger  de  ces  autorites  une  protection  plus  efficace  pour  les  per- 
sonnes  et  les  propri^tes  de  leurs  sujets,  ainsi  que  Texecution  des  obligations  con- 
tract^es  envers  elles  par  la  republique  du  Mexique,  se  sont  contendues  pour 
<;onclure  entre  elles  une  convention,  dans  le  but  de  combiner  leur  action  com- 
mune, et,  a  cet  effet,  ont  nomm6  pour  leurs  pie nipoten tiairies,  savoir."  &c. 

Les  Articles  I  et  II  de  cette  convention  sont  ainsi  concjus : 

"  Article  I.  Sa  Majesty  TEmpereur  des  Fran^ais,  sa  Majesty  la  Reine  d'E*- 
pagne,  et  sa  Majesty  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  d'Irlande,  s'engagent 
a  arreter,  aussitot  apr^s  la  signature  de  la  presente  convention,  le8  dispositions 
n^cessaires  pour  envoyer  sur  les  c6tes  du  Mexique  des  forces  de  terre  et  de  mer 
combin^es  dont  Teffectif  sera  determine  par  un  echange  ult^rieur  de  communica- 
tions entre  leurs  gouvemements,  mais  dont  Tensemble  devra  ^tre  suffisant  pour 
pouvoir  saisir  et  occuper  les  difFi^rentes  forteresses  et  positions  militaires  du  lit- 
toral Mexicain. 

"  Les  commandants  des  forces  alli^es  seront,  en  outre,  autorisea  a  accomplir 
les  autres  operations  qui  seraient  jugees,  sur  les  lieux,  les  plus  propres  a  r^aliser 
le  but  sp^cifi^  dans  le  prdambule  de  la  presente  convention,  et  uotammeut  i 
assurer  la  security  des  residents  Strangers. 

*•  Art.  II.  Les  hautes  parties  contractantes  s'engagent  a  ne  rechercher  poor 
ellesmemes,  dans  Temploi  des  mesures  coercitives  pr6vues  par  la  pre&ente  con- 
vention, aucune  acquisition  de  territoire  ni  aucun  avantage  particulier,  et  a  nVi- 
ercer  dans  les  affaires  interieures  du  Mexique  aucune  influence  de  nature  a  por- 
ter atteinte  au  droit  de  la  nation  Mexicaine  de  choisir  et  de  constituer  librement 
la  forme  de  son  gouvemement." 

Le  sens  que  le  gouvernement  de  TEmpereur  attachait  a  ces  dispositions  e^e 
trouve  fix^  dans  I'extrait  suivant  des  instructions  de  le  ministre  des  affaire? 
etrangeres  adressait  le  11  Novembre  dernier,  a  TAmiral  Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re, 
et  qui  ^taient  communiquees  en  meme  temps  aux  cabinets  de  Londres  et  de  Madrid: 

"L'interet  de  notre  dignitd  et  les  considerations  puisees  dans  les  circonstance? 
climateriques  du  littoral  se  reunissent  poiu*  exiger  un  resultat  prompt  et  decisif. 
C'est  principalement  en  vue  de  cette  uventualite  qu'il  est  mis  a  votre  disposition 
un  corps  de  troupes  de  ddbarqueraent  qui,  joint  aux  autres  contingents  militaires, 
fournira  aux  allies  les  raoyens  d*etendre  le  cercle  de  leur  action.  Le  gouverne- 
ment de  TEmpereur  adraet  que,  soit  pour  atteindre  le  gouvernement  Mexicain, 
soit  pour  rendre  plus  efficace  la  coercition  exercde  sur  lui  par  la  prise  de  posses- 
sion de  ces  ports,  vous  puissiez  vous  trouver  dans  la  n^cessite  de  combiner  une 
marche  dans  Tintdrieur  du  pays,  qui  conduirait,  s'il  le  fallait,  les  forces  alliee;* 
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jusqu'a  Mexico  meme.  J*ai  k  peine  besoin  d'ajouter  qii'une  autre  raison  pourrait 
vous  y  determiner;  ce  serait la  necessite  de  pourvoir  k  la  siiretd  de  noa  nationaux» 
dans  le  cas  ou  elle  sc  trouverait  menacee  sur  un  point  quelconque  du  territoire 
Mexicain  que  Ton  pourrait  raieonnablement  atteindre. 

"  Les  puissiinces  allioes  ne  se  proposent,  je  vous  Tai  dit,  aucun  autre  but  que 
celui  qui  est  indiquu  dans  la  convention ;  elles  s'interdisent  d'intervenir  dans 
les  affaires  interieures  du  pays,  et  notamment  d'exercer  aticune  pression  sur  les 
volontes  des  populations,  quant  au  choix  de  leur  gouvemement.  II  est  cepen- 
dant  certaines  hypotheses  qui  s'imposent  k  notre  prtivoyance  et  que  nous  avons 
dii  examiner.  II  pourrait  arriver  que  la  presence  des  forces  alliees  sur  lo  terri- 
toire du  Mexique  dt'terminiit  la  partie  saine  de  la  population,  fatigude  d'anarchie, 
avide  d'ordre  et  de  repos,  a  tenter  un  effort  pour  constituer  dans  ce  pays  un 
gouvemement  prescntant  les  garanties  de  force  et  de  stabilite  qui  ont  manque  a 
tous  ceux  qui  s'y  sont  succcide  depuis  Pemancipation.  Les  puissances  alliees 
ont  un  inttjret  commun  et  trop  manifeste  a  voir  le  Mexique  sortir  de  Tetat 
de  dissolution  sociale  ou  il  est  plonge,  qui  paralyse  tout  developpement  de  ea 
prospt'rite,  aunule  pour  iui-meme  et  pour  le  reste  du  monde  toutes  les  richcsses 
dont  la  Providence  a  dote  un  sol  privilegie,  et  les  oblige  elles-memes  a  recourir 
p^riodiquement  a  des  expeditions  dispendieuses  poui>  rappeler  a  des  pouvoirs 
ephemeres  et  insenst  s  les  devoirs  des  gouvemements.  Get  interet  doit  les  en- 
gager a  ne  pas  dc-courager  des  tentatives  de  la  nature  de  celles  que  je  viens  de 
vous  indiquer,  et  vous  ne  devriez  pas  leur  refuser  vos  encouragements  et  votre 
appui  moral  si,  par  la  position  des  hommes  qui  en  prendraient  Tiuitiative  et  par 
la  sympathie  qu'elles  rencontreraient  dans  la  masse  de  la  population,  elles  pre- 
sentaient  des  chances  de  succes  pour  retablissement  d*un  ordre  de  choses  de 
nature  a  assurer  aux  interets  des  residents  eti'augers  la  protection  et  les  garanties 
qui  leur  ont  manque  jusqu'a  present/' 

[TranBlatioii.] 

The  circumstances  which  have  led  to  the  last  resolutions  of  the  Emperor's 
plenipotentiaries  in  Mexico  are  the  object  of  different  opinions  on  the  part  of  the 
French  and  foreign  press.  It  appears  to  us  to  be  opportune,  in  order  to  en- 
lighten public  opinion,  to  now  reproduce  the  clauses  of  the  convention  of  Lon- 
don, and  the  instructions  by  which  M.  de  Saligny  and  Vice-Admiral  Jurien  de 
la  Graviere  were  influenced  in  renouncing  negotiations  with  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  President  Juarez,  and  in  ordering  the  French  troops  to  advance  on  Mexico. 
We  borrow  those  quotations  from  the  diplomatic  documents  which  were  com- 
municated to  the  senate  and  to  the  legislative  body  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 

In  the  first  place  we  give  the  preamble  of  the  convention  of  the  31st  of  Octo- 
ber, which  indicates  the  double  object  assigned  to  the  common  action  of  France, 
Great  Britain,  and  Spain : 

**  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain,  and  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
feeling  themselves  compelled,  by  the  arbitrary  and  vexatious  conduct  of  the  au- 
thorities of  Mexico,  to  demand  from  those  authorities  more  efficacious  protection 
for  the  persons  and  properties  of  their  subjects,  as  well  as  a  fulfilment  of  the 
obligations  contracted  towards  their  Majesties  by  the  republic  of  Mexico,  have 
agreed  to  conclude  a  convention  with  a  view  to  combine  their  common  action, 
and,  for  this  purpose,  have  named  as  their  plenipotentiaries,  that  is  to  say,"  &c. 

The  first  and  second  articles  of  this  convention  are  thus  conceived : 

**  Article  1.  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdon  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain,  and  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
the  French,  engage  to  make,  immediately  after  the  signature  of  the  present  con- 
vention, the  necessary  arrangements  for  despatching  to  the  coasts  of  Mexico 
combined  naval  and  military  forces,  the  strength  of  which  shall  be  determined 
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by  a  ftirther  interchange  of  communications  between  their  governments,  but  of 
which  the  total  shall  be  sufficient  to  seize  and  occupy  the  several  fortresses  and 
military  positions  on  the  Mexican  coast. 

"  The  commanders  of  the  allied  forces  shall  be,  moreover,  authorized  to  exe- 
cute the  other  operations  which  may  be  considered  on  the  spot  most  suitable  to 
effect  the  object  specified  in  the  preamble  of  the  present  convention,  and  specifi- 
cally to  insure  the  security  of  foreign  residents. 

"Article  II.  The  high  contracting  parties  engage  not  to  seek  for  theraselTea, 
in  the  employment  of  the  coercive  measures  contemplated  by  the  present  con- 
vention, any  acquisition  of  territory  nor  any  special  advantage,  and  not  to  exer- 
cise in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico  any  influence  of  a  nature  to  prejudice  the 
right  of  the  Mexican  nation  to  choose  and  to  constitute  freely  the  form  «»f  it* 
government.'* 

The  meaning  which  the  Emperor's  government  attached  to  those  ar^ang^ 
ments  is  shown  by  the  following  extract  from  the  instructions  which  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  addressed  on  the  11th  of  November  last  to  Admiral  Jurien 
dc  la  Graviere,  and  which  were  communicated  at  the  same  time  to  the  cabinet 
of  London  and  Madrid  : 

"  The  interests  of  our  dignity,  and  considerations  drawn  from  circumstanw? 
connected  with  the  climate  on  the  coast,  unite  in  exacting  a  prompt  and  decisire 
result.  It  is  principally  with  a  view  to  that  eventuality  that  there  is  placed  at 
your  disposal  a  body  of  troops  for  landing,  which,  with  the  other  military  con- 
tingents, will  ftirnish  the  allies  the  means  of  extending  the  circle  of  their  action. 
The  Emperor's  government  admits  that,  either  to  reach  the  Mexican  government 
or  to  render  more  effectual  the  coercion  exercised  on  it  by  taking  possession  oi 
its  ports,  you  may  find  yourself  under  the  necessity  of  combining  a  movement 
into  the  interior  of  the  country,  which  might,  if  requisite,  lead  the  allied  force* 
as  far  as  Mexico  itself.  I  scarcely  need  add  that  another  reason  might  deter- 
mine you  to  do  so,  the  necessity  of  providing  for  the  safety  of  our  fellow-coun- 
trymen, in  case  it  should  be  threatened,  on  any  point  of  the  Mexican  territorr 
which  can  be  reasonably  attained. 

"  The  allied  powers  do  not,  as  I  have  told  you,  propose  to  themselves  anj 
other  object  than  that  which  is  indicated  in  the  convention.  They  interdict 
themselves  from  interfering  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  country,  and  particn- 
larly  from  exercising  any  pressure  on  the  will  of  the  people  as  to  the  choice  c^ 
their  government.  There  are,  however,  certain  hypotheses  which  impose  them- 
selves on  our  foresight,  and  which  we  have  been  obliged  to  examine.  It  migbt 
happen  that  the  presence  of  the  allied  forces  on  the  Mexican  territory  might  dt- 
termine  the  sensible  part  of  the  population,  who  are  tired  of  anarchy,  and  arf 
eager  for  order  and  repose,  to  attempt  an  effort  to  constitute  in  that  country  a 
government  presenting  the  guarantees  of  strength  and  of  stability,  which  hive 
been  wanting  to  all  those  which  have  succeeded  each  other  since  the  emancipa- 
tion. The  allied  powers  have  a  common  and  too  manifest  interest  in  seeing 
Mexico  come  out  of  the  state  of  social  dissolution  into  which  she  is  plunged 
which  paralyses  all  development  of  her  prosperity,  annuls  for  herself  and  for 
the  rest  of  the  world  all  the  riches  with  which  Providence  has  endowed  a  privi- 
leged soil,  and  obliges  the  allies  to  have  recourse  periodically  to  expensive  ex- 
peditions, in  order  to  remind  ephemeral  and  senseless  governments  of  their 
duties.  That  interest  must  engage  them  not  to  discourage  attempts  of  the  na- 
ture of  those  I  have  just  pointed  out  to  you,  and  you  ought  not  to  refuse  them 
your  encouragement  and  your  moral  support,  if,  from  the  position  of  the  meo 
who  take  the  initiative  in  them,  and  from  the  sympathy  which  they  may  meet 
with  in  the  mass  of  the  people,  they  should  present  chances  of  success  for  the 
establishment  of  an  order  of  things  of  a  nature  to  secure  to  the  interests  of  the 
foreign  residents  that  protection  and  those  guarantees  which  have  hitherto  failed 
them." 
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No.  127. 
Earl  Russell  to  hir  C.  Wyke. 

Foreign  Office,  May  22,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  Her  Majeftty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration 
your  despatch  dated  from  Orizaba  the  11th  of  April,  your  former  despatcheB 
relating  to  General  Almonte,  and  especially  the  proces-rerbal  of  the  conference 
held  at  Orizaba  on  the  9th  of  April.  " 

Her  Majesty's  government  regret  to  find  that  the  hope  of  agreement  between 
the  conmiissioners  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  on  the  one  hand  and  France  on 
the  other  was  completely  extinguished,  and  that  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere 
and  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  had  determined  to  march  on  Mexico,  while  you  and 
General  Prim  were  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  reason  for  refrising  to  meet  the 
Mexican  commissioners  in  the  conference  which  had  been  fixed  to  meet  at 
Orizaba  on  the  loth  of  April. 

The  difierences  of  opinion  among  the  commissioners  appear  to  have  turned 
chiefly  on  two  points.  The  first  of  these  related  to  the  protection  given  to 
General  Almonte  by  the  French  anny,  and  the  demand  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment that  he  should  be  sent  back  to  France.  The  second  point  of  difference  is 
thus  stated  by  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny,  in  the  conference  of  the  9th  of  April  ; 

**  M.  de  Saliguy  insists  on  this  point,  that  it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  the 
real  and  principal  object  of  the  convention  was  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  the 
outrages  heaped  on  foreigners  by  the  Mexican  government,  and  to  enforce  its 
observance  of  treaties ;  that  the  temporizing  and  conciliatory  system  hitherto 
pursued  was  condemned  by  what  was  daily  occurring,  inasmuch  as  the  reign  of 
extortion,  tyranny,  and  violence  had  been  made  doubly  oppressive,  and  had 
rendered  the  situation  of  foreigners  quite  intolerable ;  that  proofs  of  this  were 
continually  afforded  by  the  complaints  daily  sent  in  to  him;  that  the  attitude; 
of  the  allied  forces  appeared  to  have  stimulated  the  government  to  redoubled 
audacity ;  that,  for  his  part,  he  formally  declared  that  he  would  not  treat  with 
that  government;  and  that  his  well- matured  opinion  was  that  it  was  necessary 
to  march  upon  Mexico." 

Her  Majesty's  government  approve  of  your  conduct  on  both  those  points. 
They  consider  that  the  presence  of  General  Almonte  in  Mexico,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  French  army,  might  fairly  be  considered  as  a  provocation  to  civil 
war,  and  her  Majesty's  government  could  r.ot  have  approved  of  a  measure  hav- 
ing that  tendency ;  for  at  that  time  the  government  of  Mexico  was  a  government 
with  which  the  allies  were  conducting  negotiations  with  a  view  to  a  peaceful 
settlement  of  their  differences. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  also  of  opinion  that  you  acted  rightly  when,  in 
answer  to  M.  de  Saligny's  declaration  of  his  unchangeable  resolution  not  to  treat 
with  the  government  of  President  Juarez,  you  refused  to  affix  your  signature  to 
the  answer  addressed  by  the  French  commissioners  to  General  Doblado,  and 
thereby  broke  up  the  conference,  and  put  an  end  to  the  joint  action  of  the  three 
powers. 

Her  Majesty's  government  greatly  regret  that  the  co-operation  with  France 
should  cease ;  and  they  regret,  above  all,  that  the  hope  of  the  fulfilment  of  the 
objects  of  the  convention  of  October  31,  which  might  have  been  attained  before 
the  end  of  April  had  the  conference  met  on  the  15tli,  should  thus  have  beeu 
abandoned. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  deter- 
mination you  took.  They  concur  in  the  opinion  given  by  General  Prim,  and 
are  happy  to  find  that  the  conduct  of  the  representative  of  her  Catholic  Majesty 
has  been  approved  by  the  government  of  Spain. 
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Nor  is  there  any  reason  to  regret  the  course  taken  by  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment. Had  they  delayed  asking  redress  from  the  government  of  Mexico  for 
the  wrongs  of  British  subjects,  they  would  have  given  rise  to  just  complaints 
from  those  who  are  entitled  to  her  Majesty's  protection.  Had  they  pursued  their 
own  course  separately,  and  refused  to  act  with  France  and  Spain,  they  would 
have  produced  irritating  and  unsatisfactory  relations,  perhaps  collisions,  between 
the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  three  great  European  powers.  Had  they, 
on  the  other  hand,  evinced  an  insurmountable  repugnance  to  treat  with  Presi- 
dent Juarez,  they  would  have  been  wanting  in  due  regard  to  the  independence 
of  the  Mexican  people. 

Had  her  Majesty's  government,  therefore,  taken  any  other  course  than  that 
which  was  adopted,  they  would  have  incurred  the  risk  of  evils  greater  even  than 
the  separation  which  has  now  occurred. 

You  will  understand  that  while  her  Majesty's  government  lament  the  comet 
taken  by  the  commissioners  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  nothing  has  occurred 
to  impair  the  friendly  relations   which  continue  to  subsist  between  the  two 
governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL 
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No.  1. 
Sir  J,  Grampton  to  Earl  BusseV. 

[Eztzact.] 

Madrid,  May  20,  1862. 

I  had  an  interview  with  Senor  Calderon  Collantes  hy  appointment  at  a  late 
oar  last  night,  in  order  to  learn  the  resalt  of  the  consaltation  which  Marshal 
f'Donnell  had  informed  me  in  the  forenoon  was  about  to  be  held  bj  the 
panish  cabinet  in  regard  to  the  affairs  of  Mexico 

His  excellency  informs  me  that,  with  respect  to  the  decision  of  Greneral 
rim  to  withdraw  the  Spanish  troops  from  Mexico,  the  Spanish  government 
ad  come  to  the  conclnsion  that,  much  as  they  regretted  a  result  which 
ivided  their  action  from  that  of  their  French  allies,  and  defeated,  for  the 
resent  at  least,  the  objects  of  the  Spanish  government  in  undertaking  a 
lilitary  expedition  against  Mexico,  there  was  no  other  course  which  it  was 
ossible  for  General  Prim  to  pursue  under  the  circumstances. 

This  opinion,  his  excellency  added,  he  had  announced  as  that  of  the  gov- 
rnmcnt  in  the  debate  which  had  taken  place  that  day  in  the  congress  of 
eputies. 

With  regard  to  General  Prim,  his  excellency  remarked  that  he  believed  it 
as  the  intention  of  that  commander  to  return  immediately  to  Spain,  in  order 
>  defend  himself,  in  his  place  in  the  senate,  against  the  attacks  which  he  no 
oubt  felt  it  was  probable  would  be  directed  against  him. 

I  then  inquired  whether  his  excellency  had  any  knowledge  of  conventions 
siving  been  signed  with  General  Doblado  by  the  Spanish  plenipotentiary, 
id  whether,  in  that  case,  they  would  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the 
panish  government 

Senor  Calderon  Collantes  replied  that  it  was  true  that  the  terms  of  a  con- 
Bntion  had  been  agreed  upon  between  the  Spanish  plenipotentiary  and 
eneral  Doblado,  although  he  could  not  positively  say  whether  it  had  been 
jtually  signed,  inasmuch  as  the  movement  of  the  French  army  had  obliged 
eneral  Doblado  to  leave  Orizaba  somewhat  suddenly.  The  terms  were 
ich  as  appeared  to  be  acceptable  to  the  Spanish  government,  but  then  the 
lestion  presented  itself  as  to  the  practical  application  of  any  such  conven* 
on.  It  was  highly  probable  that  the  advance  of  the  French  forces, 
hatever  ultimate  result  it  might  have,  would  determine  the  fall  of  the  gov- 
nment  of  Juarez;  and  would  not  the  Spanish  government  then  have  to 
coinincnce  negotiations  with  whatever  government  might  take  its  place  ? 
In  general,  M.  Calderon  Collantes's  impression  seemed  to  be  that  time  and 
e  result  of  the  events  now  in  progress  must  be  allowed  to  determine  the 
)8ition  in  regard  to  Mexico  of  the  two  powers  whose  representatives  had 
ijected  to  follow  the  course  pursued  by  the  French  commander. 


756  PRESENT   CONDITION  OP    MEXICO. 

No.  2. 
Sir  J.  Crampton  to  Earl  Buasdl. 

Madrid,  May  22,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  precis,  in  English,  of  the  debate 
upon  the  Mexican  question. 

It  arose  upon  a  motion  of  Sellor  Castro,  a  member  of  the  "  moderado  "  oppo- 
sition, to  ask  the  congress  to  make  a  declaration  censoring  the  conduct  of 
the  government  in  regard  to  the  affairs  in  Mexico. 

In  the  course  of  this  debate,  Sefior  Calderon  Gollantes  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  decision  adopted  by  General  Prim  was  the  only  one  open  to  him, 
and  that  the  government,  therefore,  approved  of  his  conduct. 

Marshal  O'Donnell  declined  to  communicate  any  of  the  documents  relating 
to  this  affair  to  the  cortes,  until  circumstances  should  justify  his  so  doing. 

After  some  remarks  by  Sefiores  Olozaga  and  Gonzalez  Bravo,  critidsing 
the  policy  of  the  government,  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 
I  have,  &C., 

JOHN  F.  CRAMPTON. 


[Bnclosure  Id  No.  2.— TranglatioiL] 
Fricis  of  d^te  in  the  Cortes  of  May  19,  1862. 

The  following  motion  having  been  read — 

"  We  ask  the  congress  to  declare  that  the  government,  by  not  pursuing 
an  active,  suitable,  and  efficacious  policy  in  Mexico,  have  rendered  fruitkn 
the  sacrifices  made  by  the  nation,  and,  while  compromising  its  dignity,  have 
facilitated  the  arrangements  inconsistent  with  the  interests  and  dignity  d 
Spain. 

"ALEJANDRO  CASTRO. 

"FERNANDO  PAEZ  JARAMILLO. 

"  JUAN  VALERO  Y  SOTO. 

"JUAN  VALERA. 

"EL  CONDE  DE  SAN  LUIS,  (SARTORIUS.) 

"JUAN  CAVERO. 

"MARTIN  BELDA. 
"  Palace  op  the  Congress,  May  17,  1862." 

Sefior  Castro  observed,  in  allusion  to  language  held  by  Marshal  O^Donnel] 
on  a  previous  occasion,  that  it  was  impossible  to  engage  a  parliameDtir; 
combat  with  the  present  ministers  on  the  field  either  of  principles  or  facte, 
since  their  principles  changed  with  every  fresh  arrival  of  news  from  Mexico; 
and,  as  to  facts,  why  a  noble  adversary  would  disdain  to  attack  a  fallen  foe 
who  had  not  been  thrown,  as  might  happen  to  the  most  skilful  equestrian, 
over  his  horse's  ears,  but  had  slipped  off  ignominiously  behind  his  tail  The 
motion,  therefore,  before  the  house,  which  had  only  been  laid  on  the  table  a* 
a  parliamentary  means  of  enabling  Sefior  Castro  to  express  his  opinion  on 
the  question  of  the  day,  would  not  be  pressed  to  a  division.  His  charges 
against  the  government  were  based  on  facts  with  which  every  one  was  I 
familiar;  and,  to  support  those  charges,  he  had  no  need  of  documents  or 
returns.  The  impotent  and  vacillating  policy  of  the  government  had  entailed 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Spanish  troops  from  Mexico;  and  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Spanish  tiooi^a  ttom  l&eikA  ^aa  the  death-blow  of  the  honor  and 
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dimity  of  Spaip.  It  had  been  notorious  from  the  first,  to  every  person  of 
common  sense,  that  the  real  objects  of  the  convention  of  London  were  far 
different  from  the  trivial  ones  which  had  been  ostensibly  put  forward;  and  not 
only  this,  but  the  Spanish  ambassador  in  Paris  had  been  made  aware,  con- 
fidentially, of  the  secret  purpose  of  the  triple  intervention,  and  had  given 
it  his  unofficial  assent.  General  Almonte,  too,  had  been  in  Spain,  and  had 
come  to  an  understanding  with  the  government  as  to  the  ulterior  objects  to 
be  carried  out  in  Mexico,  and  the  French  press  had  proclaimed  them  openly 
to  the  world.  Nevertheless,  the  government  had  deliberately  allowed  General 
Prim  to  be  driven  to  the  step  he  had  taken  by  an  inferiority  of  force,  which 
left  him  no  possibility  of  maintaining  a  different  attitude  with  the  French, 
and  had  allowed  themselves  to  be  taken  by  surprise,  instead  of  imitating 
the  far-seeing  policy  of  England  in  withdrawing  her  forces  while  it  was  yet 
time.  Spain,  moreover,  had  stultified  herself  by  going  to  Mexico  to  carry 
oat  a  policy  diametrically  opposed  to  that  which  she  had  inaugurated  in  St. 
Domingo,  with  the  approval  of  all  good  Spaniards;  a  policy  which,  but  for 
the  foresight  of  a  general  in  whose  veins  ran  Spanish  blood,  might  have 
ended  in  a  catastrophe.  Spain,  added  Sefior  Castro  in  conclusion,  and  the 
immense  majority  of  Spaniards,  demand  that  there  shall  be  in  America  a 
true  Spanish  policy;  a  policy  of  our  own;  a  policy  initiated  by  Spain,  and 
by  Spain  carried  out,  with  or  without  assistance.  What  they  are  opposed 
to  is  any  policy,  whatever  it  may  be,  which  should  reduce  Spain  to  the  melan- 
cholly,  dishonored,  and  humiliating  position,  to  the  utter  prostration,  in  fact, 
to  which  the  present  cabinet  have  reduced  her. 

The  minister  of  state,  (Sefior  Calderon  Collantes,)  after  some  sarcastic 
remarks  in  the  reply  to  the  opening  part  of  Sefior  Castro's  speech,  and  after 
twitting  him  with  his  inconsistency  in  not  pressing  a  motion  which  he 
declared  to  be  of  such  importance  to  the  country  to  a  division,  observed  that 
the  motion  itself  was  rash  and  premature,  since  Sefior  Castro  was  necessa- 
rily in  complete  ignorance  of  the  facts,  and  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  par- 
liamentary practice  of  all  constitutional  countries  to  move  a  vote  of  censure 
on  a  government  before  that  government  had  laid  on  the  table  the  papers 
which  alone  could  enable  the  house  to  judge  of  its  conduct.  The  objects  of 
the  Spanish  government  in  signing  the  convention  of  London  had  been  three- 
fold, viz : 

1.  To  make  no  claims  not  strictly  founded  in  equity.  In  this  they  had 
succeeded  so  well  that  all  their  claims  had  been  accepted. 

2.  To  respect  the  independence  of  Mexico,  and  the  right  of  the  Mexicans 
to  choose  their  own  form  of  government 

3.  To  observe  punctually  all  the  stipulations  of  the  convention  of  London, 
which  contained  the  only  obligations  by  which  the  Spanish  government  were 
l^ound. 

Of  these  objects  the  government  had  never  lost  sight;  and  in  pursuing 
them  they  had  succeeded  in  disabusing  the  public  mind  of  Spanish  America 
on  two  important  points  on  which  there  was  a  prevalent  misconception,  viz., 
that  Spain  was  now  as  weak  as  she  was  fifty  years  ago,  and  that  she  was 
aniDiated  by  a  desire  of  territorial  aggrandisement.  As  to  General  Almonte's 
interviews  with  ministers  in  Madrid,  he  bad  been  simply  told  that  it  was  too 
late,  after  the  Spanish  expedition  had  sailed  for  Mexico,  to  enter  upon  the 
discussion  of  any  plans  he  might  have  formed  for  the  regeneration  of  his 
country,  and  thus  the  statement  that  an  understanding  had  been  come  to 
with  him  was  entirely  unfounded.  Indeed,  he  had  been  distinctly  told  that 
he  must  not  calculate  on  the  support  of  the  Spanish  government  in  carrying 
out  such  plans. 

The  government  had  been  cnarged  with  want  of  foresight,  but  they  had, 
in  fact,  provided  for  every  contingency  which  it  was  possible  to  anticipate. 
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General  Prim  had  received  ample  instructions,  and  he  had  acted  throoghont 
either  in  their  letter  or  in  their  spirit.  And  with  regard  to  the  withdrawal 
of  the  Spanish  troops  from  Mexico,  the  government  were  of  opinion  that  in 
the  state  at  which  things  had  arrived,  and  looking  at  the  unexpected  aod 
serious  differences  which  had  arisen  between  the  Spanish  and  English  pleni- 
potentiaries on  the  one  hand,  and  the  French  representative  on  the  other, 
the  decision  adopted  in  this  respect  by  General  Prim  was  the  only  one  he 
could  have  adopted.  He  could  not,  under  the  circumstances,  have  remained 
in  Mexico  without  exposing  the  Spanish  troops,  the  government,  and  the 
nation,  to  the  most  Serious  dangers.  The  government,  therefore,  approved 
his  conduct,  and  had  no  objection  to  state  thus  much  to  the  congress,  but  if 
they  were  to  be  asked  to  give  now  the  history  of  the  disagreement  among 
the  plenipotentiaries,  and  to  apportion  prematurely  among  them  the  blame  oif 
the  result,  they  should  refuse;  and  in  this  resolution  he  (Senor  Calderon 
Collantes)  had  no  doubt  the  majority  of  the  chamber  would  support  them. 


No.  3. 
Earl  Ccndey  to  Earl  Bussdl. 

[Extract.] 


Paris,  May  27,  1862. 
The  Moniteur  of  this  morning  publishes  the  enclosed  proclamation,  issaed 
by  the  French  commissioners  to  the  Mexican  people. 


[Enclosure  in  No.  3.] 
Proclamation. 


Mexicains:  Nous  ne  sommes  point  venus  ici  pour  prendre  parti  dans  vos 
divisions;  nous  sommes  venus  pour  les  faire  cesser. 

Nous  voulions  appeler  tons  les  hommes  de  bien  k  concoarir  k  la  consoli- 
dation de  Pordre,  k  r^g^n^ration  de  votre  belle  patrie. 

Pour  montrer  le  sincere  esprit  de  conciliation  dont  nous  sommes  animes, 
nous  nous  sommes  adress^s  d'abord  au  gouvernement  m^me  contre  leqnel 
nous  avions  les  plus  s^rieux  griefs.  Nous  lui  avons  demands  d'acoepter 
notre  assistance  pour  fonder  au  Mexique  un  ^tat  de  choses  qui  nous  dpargne 
k  Pavenir  la  n^cessitd  de  ces  expeditions  lointaines  dont  le  plus  grand  incon- 
venient est  de  suspendre  le  commerce  et  de  troubler  le  cours  de  relations 
qui  pourraiint  4tre  profitables  k  PEurope  et  k  votre  pays. 

Le  gouvernement  Mexicain  a  rdpondu  k  la  moderation  de  notre  conduite 
par  des  mesures  auxquelles  nous  n'avons  jamais  entendu  preter  notre  appui 
moral,  et  qu6  le  monde  civilisd  nous  reprocherait  de  sanctionner  par  uotre 
presence.  Entre  lui  et  nous  la  guerre  est  aujourd'hui  dedarde,  mais  nous 
ne  confondons  pas  le  peuple  Mexicain  avec  une  minorite  oppressive  et  vio- 
lente.  Le  peuple  Mexicain  a  toujours  droit  a  nos  plus  vives  sympathies. 
C'est  k  lui  de  s'en  montrer  digue.  Nous  faisons  appel  k  tous  ceux  qui  ont 
confiance  dans  notre  intervention,  a  quelque  parti  quails  aient  appartenu. 

Aucun  homme  edaire  ne  voudra  croire  que  le  gouvernement  issu  du  suf- 
frage d^une  des  nations  les  plus  liberales  de  PEurope  ait  pu  avoir  un  instant 
Pintention  de  restaurer  chez  un  peuple  etranger  d'anciens  abus  et  des  insti- 
tutions qui  ne  sont  plus  de  ce  si^cle. 
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Nous  Yonlons  nne  dgale  justice  pour  tous,  et  nous  voulons  que  cette 
justice  ue  soit  pas  impos^e  par  nos  armes.  Le  peuple  Mexicain  doit  etre 
im-mdme  le  premier  instrument  de  son  salut.  Nous  n'avoiis  d'autre  but  que 
d'inspirer  k  la  portion  honn^te  et  paisible  du  pays,  c'est-^-dire,  aux  neuf- 
dixi^mes  de  la  population,  le  courage  de  faire  connaitre  ses  voeux.  Si  la 
nation  Mexicaine  demeure  inerte,  si  elle  ne  comprend  pas  que  nous  lui  ofifrons 
nne  occasion  inespdr^e  de  sortir  de  Pabime,  se  elle  oe  yient  pas  donner  par 
ses  efforts  un  sens  et  une  morality  pratique  k  notre  appui,  il  est  dvident  que 
nous  n'auroDS  plus  k  nous  occuper  que  des  int^r^ts  prdcis  en  vue  desquels  la 
convention  de  Londres  a  6t6  conclue. 

Que  les  bommes  trop  longtemps  divisds  par  dcs  querelles  qui  n'ont  plus 
d'objet  se  hdtent  done  de  venir  k  nous.  lis  ont  entre  les  mains  les  destinies 
da  Mexique.  Le  drapeau  de  la  France  a  6t6  plants  sur  le  sol  Mexicain,  ce 
drapeau  ne  reculera  pas;  que  les  hommes  sages  Paccueillent  comme  un 
drapeau  ami  I  que  les  inscns^s  osent  le  combattre. 

DE  SALIGNY, 
E.  JURIEN. 
Les  pUnipoterUiaires  Frangaia  aux  Mexique, 

GoBDOYA,  ^16  AvrU,  1862. 

[For  translation,  see  enclosure  in  No.  T.] 


No.  4. 

Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Bussdl. 

[Extract.] 

Orizaba,  April  14,  1862. 

From  various  private  letters  recently  received  from  Mexico,  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  that  Mr.  Corwin  is  about  to  sign  a  convention,  by  which  the 
TJnited  States  government  will  advance  the.  sum  of  $10,000,000  to  that  of 
Mexico,  receiving  six  per  cent,  interest  thereon,  with  good  security  for  its 
future  repayment. 


No.  5. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  BusseU. 


Orizaba,  April  15,  1862. 
My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  your  lordship's  information, 
copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have  addressed  to  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Giffard,  as 
British  interventor  in  the  Vera  Cruz  custom-house,  and  in  which  I  instruct 
him  to  obtain  an  authenticated  statement  of  the  receipts  of  that  establish- 
ment so  soon  2L^  it  is  handed  over  to  French  administration. 

I  at  the  same  time  enclose  copy  of  my  communication  to  Admiral  Jurien, 
wherein  I  communicate  these  instructions  to  his  excellency  and  M.  de  Saligny. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
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[Enclotvra  lis  No.  5.] 
Sir  C.  Wyke^  to  CanBtd  CHfard. 

ORisirBAv  AprQ  IT,  1861 

Sir:  In  conseqaence  of  the  departure  of  the  Spanish  expedition  from 
Mexico,  the  present  employes  of  the  Vera  Cmz  custom-house  will  naturally 
be  withdrawn,  and  replaced,  I  suppose,  by  a  French  adtninistration. 

This  change  will  in  nowise  affect  the  position  of  your  Spanish  colleague 
and  yourself  as  mterventors  in  that  estiablishment,  for  you  were  both  pl^ed 
there  by  the  allied  commissioners  in  order  to  watch  over  your  respecti^ 
national  interests,  by  seeing  that  a  fair  and  proper  division  of  the  receipts 
should  be  made  in  due  proportion  amongst  such  persons  as  are  entitled  to 
receive  them,  in  virtue  of  tne  treaty  stipulations  existing  at  the  time  of  onr 
occupation  of  Vera  Cruz  between  the  allied  powers  and  the  republic  of 
Mexico. 

When,  therefore,  the  custom-house  of  that  place  is  handed  over  to  the 
French,  an  authenticated  statement  of  its  receipts  and  payments  should  be 
made  out  and  delivered  in  duplicate  to  each  of  the  interventors  named  and 
appointed  by  the  allied  commissioners. 

One  of  these  statements  you  will  keep  yourself,  and  the  other  you  will 
forward  to  this  legation. 
I  am,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


[EQcloBore  2  in  No.  6.] 
Sir  C.  Wyhe  to  Vtce-Admird  de  la  Oraviere. 

Obizaba,  April  IT,  1861 

M.  l'Amiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  for  ihe  informadoi 
of  M.  de  Saligny  and  your  excellency,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  v^hich  I  hafe 
this  day  addressed  to  Mr.  Eneas  Giffard,  at  present  acting  as  British  inter- 
Ten  tor  in  the  custom-house  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  I  doubt  not  that  the  in8t^a^ 
tions  thus  conveyed  will  meet  with  the  entire  concurrence  of  your  excel- 
lencies. I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Conde  de  Eens  will  address 
similar  orders  to  the  Spanish  interventor  at  that  port 
I  have,  &c., 

a  LENNOX  WYKE. 


No.  6. 

Sir  C.  Wyke  to  EaH  Bu8»eU. 

Orizaba,  April  IT,  1862. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose,  for  yonr  lordship's  inform*- 
tion,  copy  of  the  note  addressed  by  the  allied  commissioners  to  General 
Doblado,  acquainting  him  with  the  result  of  our  final  conference. 

A  translation  of  his  excellency's  reply  is  likewise  enclosed,  and  a  perusal 
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of  it  will  prove  to  your  lordship  that  he  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  real 
object  of  our  mission  here. 

As  the  French  commissioners  had  already  left  for  Cordova  when  this  note 
reached  us,  the  Oonde  de  Reus  and  myself  addressed  a  communication  to 
their  excellencies,  enclosing  Greneral  Doblado's  reply. 

This  communication,  as  well  as  the  answer  we  received  from  our  colleagues, 
I  beg  to  transmit  to  your  lordship;  and  I  can  only  regret  that  Admiral  Jurien 
and  M.  de  Saligny  still  persist  in  abiding  by  their  resolution  not.  to  treat  in 
any  way  with  the  present  government  of  Mexico.. 
I  have,  &c.y 

C.  LENNOX  WTKE. 


[Enclosure  1  in  Ho.  6.], 
The  AiUed  Gommisgionen  to  Oeneral  Doblado. 

Obizaba,  le  9  Avril,  L8^. 

Les  pldnipotentiaires  de  sa  Majesty  la  Beine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  de  sa 
Hajestd  la  Keine  d'Espagne,  et  de  sa  Majesty  PEmpereur  des  Fran9ais,  out 
I'honneur  d'informer  son  excellence  M.  le  ministre  des  relations  ext^rieures 
de  la  rdpublique  Mexicaine  que,  n'ayant  pu  tomber  d'accord  sur  Pinterpr^ta- 
tion  k  donner  dans  les  circonstances  actuelles  ^  la  convention  du  31  Octobre, 
1861,  ils  ont  rdsolu  d'adopter  d^ormaia  une  action  compl^tement  s^par^  et 
ind^pendante. 

En  consequence,  le  commandant  des  forces  Espagnoles  va  prendre  imm^ 
diatement  les  mesures  n^cessairea  pour  rembarquer  ses,  troupes. 

L'arm^e  Fran9aise  se  concentrera-  k  Paso  Ancho,  ausBLt6t  que  les  troupes 
Espagnoles  auront  d^pass^  cette  position;  c'est-4<Lire,  probablement  vers  le 
2Q  Avril,  et  commencera  sur  le  champ  ses  operations* 
Se  soussignd,  &c^ 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
HUGH  DUNLOP. 
A.  DE  SALIGNY. 
E.  JURIEN. 
EL.  CONDE  DE  SBUS. 


[TranBlation.] 

Ojuzaba,  AprU  9,,  1862. 

The  plenipotentiaries  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britdny  of  her 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain,  and  of  his  Majest;^  tiie  Emperor  of  the  French, 
have  the  honor  to  inform  his  excellency  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  the 
republic  of  Mexico  that,  not  having  been  able  to  agree  upon  the  interpreta- 
tion to  be  given  under  present  circumstances  to  the  convention  of  October 
81,  1861,  &ey  have  determined  for  the  future  to  act  quite  separately  and 
independently. 

Consequently,  the  commander  of  the  Spamish  forces  will  at  once  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  re-embark  his  troops. 

The  French  army  will  be  concentrated  at  Pa80<  Ancha  as  soon  as  the 
Spanish  troops  have  passed  beyond  that  position,  that  is  to  say,  probably 
about  the  20th  of  April,  and  will  immediately  commence  operations. 
The  undersigned^  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
HUGH  DUNLOP. 
A.  DE  SAUGNY. 
E.  JURIEN. 
EL  CONDE  DE  BEUS. 
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[Enclosare  2  in  No.  6.— Translation.] 
Oenerd  Doblado  to  the  Allied  Commissumers. 

Mexico,  AprU  — ,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has 
the  honor  of  replying  to  the  note  addressed  to  him  from  Orizaba,  by  \hB 
commissioners  of  her  Majesty  the  QiTeen  of  Great  Britain,  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  the  French,  and  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain,  acquainting 
him  with  the  breaking  up  of  the  London  convention,  and  stating  that,  heoce- 
forward,  the  hitherto-allied  powers  would  act  quite  independently  one  of  the 
other. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  the  Mexican  government  has  heard  of  an  event 
which  will  prevent  the  commissioners  from  fulfilling  the  solemn  engage- 
ments entered  into  by  the  convention  of  La  Soledad;  not  only  because  it 
directly  affects  the  good  faith  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  bat  becavse 
the  government  had  buoyed  itself  up  with  the  hope  that  the  approaching 
conferences  at  Orizaba  would  be  the  means  of  satisfactorily  settling  all 
pending  difficulties,  and  thus  lead  up  to  the  establishment  of  peace,  the  attain- 
ment of  which  had  been  one  of  the  chief  labors  of  the  constitutional  cabinet 

Nevertheless,  inasmuch  as  Mexico  is  fully  able  to  appreciate  the  noble, 
loyal,  and  considerate  conduct  of  the  English  and  Spanish  commissioners, 
and  as,  moreover,  she  is  most  anxious  to  use  the  most  conciliatory  means 
for  re-establishing,  once  and  for  all,  her  relations  with  friendly  powers,  she 
is  ready,  notwithstanding  what  took  place  on  the  9th  instant,  to  enter  into 
treaties  with  the  representatives  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain;  for  now,  as 
heretofore,  Mexico  is  willing  to  afford  to  these  nations  due  satisfaction  for  all 
just  claims,  to  offer  efficient  guarantees  for  the  future,  and  to  renew  with 
them,  upon  firm  and  lasting  bases,  her  former  relations  of  aoiify  and  com- 
merce. 

As  regards  the  unjustifiable  conduct  of  the  French  commissioners,  the 
Mexican  government  will  merely  now  repeat  what  they  said  on  a  former 
occasion,  namely:  That  Mexico  will  do  justice  to  all,  and  will  satisfy  all 
such  demands  as  are  founded  in  justice  and  on  international  law.  But  she 
will  defend  to  the  last  her  independence  and  her  sovereignty;  and  though 
she  will  still,  as  of  old,  refuse  to  play  the  part  of  aggressor,  Mexico  ^1 
meet  force  by  force,  and  will  pour  out  the  last  drop  of  her  blood  in  fighting 
for  what,  to  her,  are  the  two  great  achievements  of  the  present  century— in- 
dependence and  reform. 

The  undersigned,  &c., 

MANUEL  DOBLADO. 


[Enclosure  3  in  No.  6.] 


Sir  C.  Wyke  and  the  Count  de  Reus  to  M.  de  Saligny  and  Vice-Admxral  de  h 

Oraviere, 

Orizaba,  le  14  Atml,  1862. 
Les  soussignds,  reprdsentans  de  sa  Majesty  la  Reine  da  royanme  uni  de 
la  Grande  Bretagne  et  de  sa  Majesty  Catholique,  ont  I'honneur  de  transmettre 
k  leurs  excellences  les  plenipotentiaries  de  sa  Majesty  I'Empereur  des 
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Fran^ais  copie  d'une  note  qu'ils  vienncnt  de  recevoir  da  Gdndral  Doblado  en 
r^ponse  h  ]a  communication  collective  qui  lui  a  6t6  envojde  le  9  de  ce  mois. 
Les  souissignds  n'ont  pas  hesitd  k  accepter  Poffre  que  leur  fait  le  Gdndral 
Doblado,  an  nom  de  son  gouvernement,  ae  r^unir  k  Orizaba,  malgrd  la  rup- 
ture de  la  convention  de  Londres  et  des  prdliminaires  de  La  Soledad,  dans 
I'espoir  d'arriver  k  une  solution  amicale  des  questioMS  k  rdgler  entre  les 
puissance  alli^es  et  le  Mexique,  vu  que  le  gouvernement  est  tout  disposd  k 
ne  repousscr  aucune  des  pretentions  admissibles  des  dites  puissances. 

Com  me  la  note,  et  implicitement  Poffre  du  Gdneral  Doblado,  s'adressent 
aussi  aux  pl^nipotentiaires  Fran9ais,  c'est  a  eux  a  decider  la  r^ponse  qu'il 
leur  conviendra  d'y  faire. 

Les  soussignds,  &c. 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 


[Translation.] 

Orizaba,  AprU  U,  1862. 
The  undersigned,  representatives  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  thAnited 
kingdom  and  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  their 
excellencies  the  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
a  copy  of  a  note  that  they  have  just  received  from  General  Doblado  in  reply 
to  the  collective  communication  which  had  been  sent  to  him  on  the  9th 
instant. 

The  undersigned  have  not  hesitated  to  accept  the  offer  which  General 
Doblado  has  made  to  them,  in  tlie  name  of  his  government,  to  meet  at 
Orizaba,  notwithstanding  the  rupture  of  the  convention  of  London  and  the 
preliminaries  of  Soledad,  in  the  hope  of  arriving  at  a  peaceful  solution  of 
the  questions  at  issue  between  the  allied  powers  and  Mexico,  as  the  govern- 
ment is  quite  ready  to  satisfy  all  the  admissible  demands  of  the  said  powers. 
As  the  note,  and  impliedly  the  offer  of  General  Doblado,  are  also  addressed 
to  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  it  is  for  them  to  decide  upon  the  reply  which 
it  may  appear  advisable  to  make  to  it. 
The  undersigned,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
EL  CONDE  DE  REUS. 


[Eodosnre  4  in  No.  6.] 


M.  de  Saligny  and  Vtce-Admiral  de  la  Oratnere  to  Sir  C.  Wyhe  and  the  Count 

de  Bene. 

Cordova,  le  16  AvrU,  1862. 

Les  soussignds,  plenipotentiaries  de  sa  Majestd  PEmpereur  des  Fran9ais, 
ont  Phonneur  d'informer  leurs  excellences  les  representants  de  sa  Majesty  la 
Reine  du  royaume  uni  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  de  sa  Majesty  Catholique, 
qu'ils  ne  sauraient  accepter,  pour  leur  part,  Poffre  adressee  aux  commissaires 
des  trois  hautes  puissances  par  le  Gdndral  Doblado. 

II  est  tout  naturel  que  les  reprdsentants  de  sa  Majestd  la  Reine  du  royaume 
uni  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  de  sa  Majesty  Catholique  accueillent  cette  pro- 
position, s'ils  demeurent  encore  convaincus  que  le  gouvernemdnt  actuel  du 
Mexique  a  le  pouvoir  et  la  volenti  de  tenir  ses  promesses  et  de  remplir  ses 
engagements;  mais  les  plenipotentiaires  de  sa  Majesty  I'Empereur  des 
Fran9ais  sent  loin  d'entretenir  la  mdme  confiance,  et  c'est  avant  tout  sur  ce 
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point  qn'il  ne  leur  est  plus  permis  de  mdconnaitre  les  intentions  formeUesde 
feur  gouveraement. 

Quant  k  I'inddpendence  du  Mexique  et  Ji  la  r^forme,  M.  le  ministre  de« 
relations  ext^rieures  sait  mieux  que  personne  qu'elles  ne  sont  point  ici  en 
qneetion;  et  les  reprdsentants  de  sa  Majesty  i'Empereur  des  Fran^ais  saisis- 
s^it  avec  empresseroent  cette  occaaion  de  repoosser  4^8  inainuations  arec 
lesquelles  on  espdre  en  vain  passionner  an  pays  qui  n'a  jamais  atteuda  de 
notre  intervention  que  Pordre  et  la  liberty. 

Les  soussignds  rdpondent  directement  i  M.  le  ministre  des  relations 
ext^rieures. 

Hs  ont  honneur,  &c., 

A.  DE  SALIGNY. 
E.  JURIEN. 


[Tnnslation.] 

^  *  Cordova,  April  15,  1863. 

The  undersigned,  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  have  the  honor  to  inform  their  excellencies  the  representatives  of 
her  Majes^  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  het 
Catholic  Majesty,  that  they  for  their  part  cannot  accept  the  offer  addre^ 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  three  powers  by  (General  Doblado. 

It  is  very  natural  that  the  representatives  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of 
the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  should 
accept  that  proposal,  if  tbey  are  still  persuaded  that  the  present  goTeTD* 
ment  of  Mexico  has  the  power  and  the  will  to  keep  its  promises  and  fulfil ' 
engagements;  but  the  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  are  far  from  possessing  the  same  confidence;  and  it  is,  above  all,  oi 
this  point  that  they  cannot  any  longer  misunderstand  the  express  inteutions 
of  their  government. 

As  to  the  independence  of  Mexico  and  the  reform^  the  minister  of  foreigii 
affairs  knows  better  than  any  one  else  that  they  are  not  now  in  question, 
and  the  representatives  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  seize  with 
eagerness  this  opportunity  of  repelling  the  insinuations  with  which  it  is 
hoped  in  vain  to  arouse  the  passions  of  a  country  which  has  never  expected 
from  our  intervention  anything  but  order  and  liberty. 

The  undersigned  are  replying  directly  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 
They  have,  &c., 

A.  DE  SALI6NY. 
E.  JURIEN. 


I  of 
old  I 

Its    I 


8ir  a  Wyhe  to  Earl  Buwdl. 
[Extract] 


Orizaba,  April  18,  186i 
The  enclosed  proclamation,  addressed  by  M.  de  Saligny  and  Admiral 
Jurien  to  the  Mexican  nation,  has  just  been  placed  in  my  hands. 
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[Enclosure  in  No.  7.— lYanslationl] 

ProdamatUm  to  the  nation. 

MrHcaks  :  We  are  here,  not  to  take  part  in  your  dissensions,  but  to  stay 
them.  What  we  desire  is,  that  all  men  of  worth  should  listen  to  our  call, 
and  unite  for  the  establishment  of  order  and  the  regeneration  of  your  mag- 
nificent country.  That  we  have  come  here  in  the  true  spirit  of  conciliation 
is  proved  by  our  having  addressed  ourselves  at  the  outset  to  the  very  gov- 
ernment against  which  we  had  most  serious  causes  for  complaint;  and  we 
begged  it  to  accept  our  aid  in  establishing  here  such  a  state  of  things  as 
would  in  future  render  unnecessary  expeditions  like  the  present  one,  amongst 
the  principal  inconveniences  of  which  is  the  suspension  of  commercial,  as 
well  as  of  those  other  relations  which  are  no  less  beneficial  to  Europe  than 
to  yourselves;  but  the  Mexican  government  met  our  moderation  by  the 
adoption  of  measures  which  could  not  for  a  moment  have  received  our  moral 
support,  nor  could  we,  indeed,  have  sanctioned  them  by  our  presence  without 
incurring  the  reproach  of  the  whole  civilized  world.  Between  that  govern- 
ment and  ourselves  war  has  now  been  declared.  Be  it  understood,  however, 
that  we  in  no  way  confound  the  Mexican  people  witli  that  minority  which 
loves  oppression  and  violence.  The  Mexican  people  have  always  had  a 
claim  by  right  to  our  best  sympathies;  let  them  show  themselves  worthy  of 
such  sympathies  I  Our  call  is  to  those  who  have  confidence  in  our  inter- 
vention, no  matter  what  may  have  been  their  political  bias. 

No  man  of  sense  will  suppose  that  a  government  which  owes  it  origin  to 
the  sufi'rage  of  a  nation,  that  ranks  amongst  the  most  liberal  in  Europe,  could 
have  intended  for  a  moment  to  re-establish  in  a  foreign  country  abuses  and 
institutions  not  of  this  century.  What  we  require  is  equal  justice  for  all, 
and  that  this  justice  shall  not  be  set  up  by  means  of  our  arms.  The  Mexican 
people  should  initiate  their  own  salvation.  Our  sole  object  is  to  inspire 
those  who  look  to  honor  and  peace,  that  is  to  say,  nine-tenths  of  the  nation, 
with  the  value  of  letting  their  will  be  known. 

Should  the  Mexican  government  remain  inert,  should  she  not  understand 
that  we  are  now  affording  her  an  unexpected  chance  of  escaping  from  the  abyss 
into  which  she  has  fallen,  should  she  hesitate  to  give  by  an  effort  on  her  own 
part  some  meaning  and  some  notion  of  practical  morality  to  our  support,  it 
is  clear  that  we  shall  then  have  but  to  occupy  ourselves  about  those  actual 
interests  for  which  the  convention  of  London  was  concluded. 

Let  then  all  who  hitherto  have  been  divided  by  their  senseless  quarrels 
haste  to  join  us  ;  the  destiny  of  Mexico  is  in  their  hands ;  the  banner  of  France 
floats  on  the  Mexican  soil,  and  there  it  will  float.  May  men  of  honor  accept 
it  as  one  of  friendship !  Let  fools  venture  to  attack  it. 

A.  DE  SALIGNY, 
E.  JURIEN, 
Plenipoteniiaries  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  in  Mexico, 

CoBDovA,  April  16,  1862. 


No.  8. 
Bir  a  Wyhe  to  Earl  Ruead. 

Orizaba,  April  18,  1862. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  note  of  the  French 
plenipotentiaries  to  thei  present  government,  announcing  their  determination 
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not  to  withdraw  their  protection  from  General  Almonte  and  the  other  political 
exiles  who  accompany  him. 

I  likewise  forward  to  your  lordship  copy  of  General  Doblado^s  reply  to 
this  communication,  and  I  have  only  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the 
paragraph  wherein  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  states  that  be  is  not  aware 
of  the  fresh  grievances  which  the  French  plenipotentiaries  complain  of ;  but 
that  if  such  do  exist,  their  excellencies  ought  at  once  to  have  brought  then 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Mexican  government. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


[EncTosare  1  in  No.  8.] 

M.  de  Saligny  and  Vice-Admiral  de  la  Oraviere  to  General  DoUado. 

Orizaba,  le  9  AtyrU,  1861 

Les  soussign^s,  pl^nipotentiairee  de  sa  Majesty  PEmpereur  des  Franks, 
ont  Phonneur  de  faire  connaltre  k  son  excellence  M.  le  ministre  des  relations 
ext^rieures  de  la  r^publique  Mexicaine,  en  r^ponse  ^  sa  not«  du  3  Avril 
courant,  r^clamant  P^loignemcnt  de  M.  le  G^n^ral  Almonte,  qu'il  leur  est 
impossible  d'acquiescer  S  cette  demande. 

An  moment  ou  le  gdndral  est  parti  de  France,  le  gouvernement  de  sa 
Majesty  PEmpereur  ne  mcttait  point  en  doute  que  les  hostility  ne  fussent 
depuis  longtemps  engag^es  entre  nos  armies  et  les  armies  Mexicaines.  M. 
Almonte  s*offrit  alors  pour  aller  porter  k  ses  compatriotes  des  paroles  de 
concilation,  et  pour  leur  faire  comprendre  le  but  tout  bienveillantques'^tait 
propose  ^intervention  Europ^enne.  Ces  overtures  furent  accueillies  par  le 
gouvernement  de  sa  Majest^,  et  le  g6n^ral  fut  non-seulement  autoris^,  raais 
invitd,  a  se  rendre  au  Mexique,  pour  yremplir  cette  mission  de  paix  a  laquelle 
Pavaient  si  bien  pr^par^  ses  antecedents  honorables,  son  extreme  moderation, 
et  Pes  time  dont  il  n'a  cess^  de  jouir  aussi  bien  au  Mexique  que  dans  les 
diverses  cours  ^trangferes  ou  il  a  repr^sent^  son  pays. 

Arrive  k  Vera  Cruz,  le  g^n^ral  se  trouva  en  presence  d'une  situation  que 
personne  en  Europe  n'avait  pu  prdvoir.  Un  armistice  avait  4t4  conclu,  des 
n^gociations  etaient  engagdes.  Le  rdle  du  general  n'en  restait  ni  moins  im- 
portant, ni  moins  facile  k  ddfinir.  II  dtait  Evident  qu'apr^s  les  longues  guerres 
civiles  qui  ont  d^chir^  ce  pays,  et  lorsque,  sur  divers  points  da  territr»ire, la 
resistance  armde  tenait  encore  les  forces  du  pouvoir  en  dchec,  la  voix  d'un 
homrae  etranger  aux  passions  des  partis  et  investi  de  la  confiance  d'un  des 
gouvernenrient,  allies,  avait  le  droit  de  demander  a  etre  ent^ndue.  Le  goo- 
vernement  supreme  de  la  r^publique,  sans  vonloir  comprendre  tons  les 
avantagcs  qu'il  aurait  pu  retirer,  en  cette  occasion,  d'une  cbnduite  plus  pro- 
den  te  et  plus  moder^e,  crut  n'avoir  rein  de  mieux  k  faire  pour  consolider  sa 
situation  que  de  renouveler  ces  edits  de  proscription  qui  rappellent  si 
tristement  les  plus  mauvais  jours  des  revolutions  Europeennes.  Cette 
facheuse  resolution  fut  notifiee  aux  commissaires  des  trois  hautes  puissances. 
Les  pienipotentiaires  de  sa  Majeste  PEinpereur  des  Fran^ais  se  sont  abstenas 
d'y  repondre  ;  et  M.  le  General  Almonte,  dont  la  vie  etait  menacee  jusque  dans 
Vera  Cruz,  suivit,  k  Cordova,  un  des  bataillons  Fran^ais  qui  se  dirigeait  vers 
les  cantonnements  de  Tehuacan.  Le  gouvernement  supreme  de  la  republiqne 
proteste,  aujourd'hui,  centre  cette  demarche.  II  a  dA  pre  voir  la  reponse 
des  pienipotentiaires  de  PEmpereur.  Le  drapeau  Fran9ais  a  deja  abrite 
bien  des  prosCrits.  II  est  sands  exemple  que  sa  protection  une  fois  ac- 
cordee  ait  ete  retiree  aux  hommes  qui  Pavaient  obtenne. 
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Les  BoussigD^s  ont  en  le  regret  d'avoir  k  coDstater,  depuis  le  jonr  oti  a  ^t^ 
conclue  la  convention  de  hst  Soledad,  de  nouvelles  vexations  exerc^es  entre 
leurs  nationaux.  Jusque  sons  leurs  yeux  des  meHures  violentes  ont  ^t^ 
adopt^s,  en  vue  d'^touffer  Pexpression  des  voeax  du  pays  et  de  la  veritable 
opinion  publique.  On  esp^rait  ainsi  r^ussir  k  donner  le  change  k  PEurope 
et  lui  faire  accepter  le  triomphe  d'une  minority  oppressive,  comme  le  seal 
^l^ment  d'ordre  et  de  reorganisation  que  Pon  p4t  tronver  encore  au  Mexique. 

Les  soussign^s  demeurent  convaincus  que,  s'ils  pers^v^raient  dans  la  voie 
oh  le  d^sir  d'^viter  Peffusion  du  sang  les  a  engages  ils  s'exposeraient  k 
m^connattre  les  intentions  de  leur  gouvernement  et  ^devenir  involontairement 
les  complices  de  cette  compression  morale  sous  laquelle  g^mit  aujourd'hui 
la  grande  majority  du  peuple  Mexicain. 

En  consequence,  ils  ont  llionneur  d'informer  son  excellence  M.  le  ministre 
des  relations  ext^rieures  que  les  troupes  Fcan9aiseB,  laissant  leurs  hopitaux 
sous  la  garde  de  la  nation  Mexicaine,  se  replieront  au  de]k  des  positions 
fortifiees  du  Ghiquihuite,  pour  y  reprendre  toute  leur  liberty  d'action,  aussit6t 
que  les  derni^res  troupes  Espagnoles  auront  evacu6  les  cantonnements 
qu'elles  occupent  aujourdliui,  en  vertu  de  la  convention  de  La  Soledad. 
Les  soussignes,  &c., 

^.  DE  SALIGNY. 
E.  JURIEN. 

[Translation.] 

Orizaba,  April  9,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  pilenipotentiaries  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  have  the  honor  to  inform  his  excellency  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
of  the  Mexican  republic,  in  reply  to  his  note  of  the  3rd  instant  demanding 
the  retirement  of  General  Almonte,  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  acquiesce 
in  that  demand. 

At  the  time  the  general  left  Prance  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  did  not  doubt  that  hostilities  between  our  armies  and  the  Mexican 
armies  would  long  since  have  occurred.  M.  Almonte  offered  his  services  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  to  his  fellow-counti'ymen  words  of  conciliation,  and  of 
making  them  understand  the  altogether  friendly  object  that  the  European 
intervention  had  in  view.  These  overtures  were  accepted  by  his  Majesty's 
government,  and  the  general  was  not  only  authorized,  but  invited,  to  go 
to  Mexico  in  order  to  carry  out  this  mission  of  peace,  for  which  he  was  so 
well-fitted  by  his  honorable  antecedents,  his  great  moderation,  and  the 
esteem  in  which  he  has  always  been  held,  as  well  in  Mexico  as  at  the 
various  foreign  courts  where  he  has  represented  his  own  country. 

When  the  general  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz,  he  found  a  position  of  affairs 
which  no  one  in  Europe  could  have  foreseen :  an  armistice  had  been 
signed,  negotiations  were  in  progress.  The  part  to  be  taken  by  the  general 
was  not  less  impotant,  neither  was  it  less  easy  to  determine.  It  was  evi- 
dent that,  after  the  long  civil  wars  which  have  torn  the  country,  and  when 
at  several  points  of  the  territory  an  armed  resistance  held  in  check  the  forces 
of  the  party  in  power,  the  voice  of  a  man  who  was  uninfluenced  by  party 
passion,  and  in  possession  of  the  confidence  of  one  of  the  allied  governments 
had  a  right  to  expect  to  be  heard.  The  supreme  government  of  the  republic, 
without  appearing  to  understand  all  the  advantages  which.it  could  have 
obtained  on  this  occasion  by  more  prudent  and  moderate  conduct,  has  not 
thought  of  any  better  means  of  consolidating  its  position  than  to  renew 
those  edicts  of  proscription  which  so  painfully  recall  the  worst  days  of  Euro- 
pean revolutions.  That  regrettable  determination  was  notified  to  the  com- 
missioners of  the  three  powers.  The  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majesty  the  Em- 
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peroTiof 'the  French  refVamed  from  replyinff,  and  Ghraeral  Almonte,  wbow 
life  was  threatened  even  in  Vera  Crnz,  followed  to  CbrdoTa  a  French  bat- 
talion which  was  marching  towards  the  cantonments  nt  Tehnacan.  The 
supreme  government  of  the  republic  protests  now  against  t^at  proceeding. 
It  ought  to  have  foreseen  the  reply  <^  the  Emperor^  plenipotentiaries.  The 
French  flag  has  already  sheltered  numerous  prescribed  refdg^ees.  There  is 
no  precedent  that  its  protection,  once  accorded,  has  been  withdrawn  from 
persons  who  had  obtained  it. 

The  undersigned  have,  to  their  regret,  since  the  day  on  which  the  cob- 
vention  of  Soledad  was  concluded,  had  to  be  made  acquainted  with  fro^ 
vexatious  acts  that  have  been  practiced  against  their  fellow-conntryiDeiL 
Violent  measures  have  been,  even  before  their  eyes,  adopted  with  a  view  of 
stifling  the  expression  of  the  desires  of  the  country,  and  of  the  real  state  of 
public  opinion.  It  was  hoped  thus  to  succeed  in  misleading  Europe,  audio 
obtain  acquiescence  for  the  triumph  of  an  oppressive  minority,  as  the  onlj 
element  of  order  and  of  reorganization  that  could  yet  be  fonnd  in  Mexico. 

The  undersigned  are  convinced  that  if  they  were  to  continue  to  follow  tk 
course  on  which  the  desire  of  avoiding  the  effusion  of  blood  bad  iudnoed 
them  to  enter,  they  would  be  open  to  a  charge  of  disregarding  the  intentiom 
of  their  government,  and  of  becoming  involuntarily  the  accomplices  of  the 
moral  repressicm  under  which  the  great  majority  of  the  Mexican  people  are 
now  groaning. 

They  have,  consequently,  the  honor  to  inform  his  excellency  the  minister  d 
foreign  affairs  that  the  French  troops,  leaving  their  hospitals  under  the 
protection  of  the  Mexican  nation,  will  retire  beyond  the  fortified  position  of 
Chiquihuite,  in  order  there  to  resume  their  entire  liberty  of  action  as  soon  as 
the  last  Spanish  troops  shall  have  evacuated  the  cantbnments  that  they  an 
now  occupying  in  virtue  of  the  convention  of  La  Soledad. 

The  undersigned,  &c., 

A.  DE  SALIGNY. 
E.  JURIEN. 


[EDclosore  2  In  No.  8. — French  translation.] 
Gemral  Dohlado  to  M,  de  Saligny  and  Vtce-Admiral  de  la  Oramkre, 

Mexico,  2e  11  ^tirO,  isa 
Le  soussign^,  minis tre  des  relations,  &c.,  a  Phonnear  de  T^pondreih 
communication  que  MM.  les  commissaires  de  sa  Mi^estd  PEmpereur  de 
France  lui  out  address^,  pour  Pinformer  que  les  troupes  Fran9aises  sew- 
plieront  sur  Paso  Ancho  afin  de  recouvrir  leur  libertd  d'actioB,  anssitdtqie 
les  forces  Espagnoles  auront  dvacue  leurs  cantonnmnenta  actoeia,  en  foadaiit 
ce  proc^dd  sur  leur  resolution  de  prot^ger  le  traitre  M.  Joan  N.  Almonte. 

La  violation  des  pr^liminaires  de  La  Soledad,  conBOoun^  par  MM.  kB 
commissaires  Pran^ais  k  Pombre  d'un  pr^texte  presque  pn^rile,  est  QDJosti- 
fiable  si  on  Pexamine  it  la  lumi^e  du  droit  international. 

Ni  le  gouyemement  cimstitutionnel  ni  la  nation  Mexicakien'oot  en  It 
nouvelle  officielle  de  la  mission  que  MM.  les  commissaires  ^attribaeBt  dtai 
leur  note  pr^citde  an  traitre  Almonte,  et  le  premier  avis  qn'on  en  ait^eit 
Passertion  de  MM.  les  commissaires. 
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Ge  qui  se  savait  depuis  quelque  temps  par  la  voix  publique,  c'dtait  qne  le 
trattre  Almonte,  trompant  par  ses  faux  renseignements  sa  Majest(5  TEm- 
pereur  des  FraD^ais^travaillaitassiduement  a  attirer  sur  sapatrie  une  iuvasion 
arm^e  (itrang^re  qui  servit  d'appui  au  parti  rdactioDuaire  vaincu  dans  ce 
pays  bien  plus  par  la  force  irresistible  de  la  voluutd  gt^ndrale  que  par  les 
armes. 

Ces  rumeurs  se  sont  converties  en  faits  pleinemcnt  justifies,  depuis 
Tarrivde  du  trattre  k  Vera  Cruz,  parcequ'alors  Pautoritd  nationale  a  acquis 
des  preuves  convainquantes  que  ce  dernier  s'occupait  k  conspirer  centre 
I'ordre  legal  gdndfalement  reconnu  dans  la  rdpublique,  et  k  stimuler  par 
toute  sort  d'intrigues  et  de  promesses  les  bandes  de  malfaiteurs  qui  errent 
sur  quelques  points  dans  les  montagnes. 

Usant  de  son  droit  de  souverain,  et  appliquant  des  lois  en  vigueur  rendues 
anjt^riourement,  le  gouverncment  Mexicain  a  d6clar6  traitrc  et  a  mis  hors 
la  loi  M.  Juan  N.  Almonte,  sans  qu'il  pdt  jamais  lui  venir  a  Pesprit  que  cet 
acte  d'administration  int^rieure,  qui  le  concerne  exclusivement,  peut  6tre 
invoqu^  avec  empressement  comme  un  motif  de  rupture  par  les  m^mes 
commissaires  qui,  le  19  F^vrier,  en  signant  les  prdliminaires  dejla  Soledad, 
se  sont  engages  solennellement  devant  le  monde  civilis^  k  respecter  la 
Bouverainet^  du  gouvernement  Mexicain,  et  k  ne  s'immiscer  dans  aucun 
acte  de  son  administration  int6ri^ure. 

L'aveu  qu'ont  fait,  dans  les  pr^liminaires,  MM.  les  repr^sentants  de  la 
France,  en  reconnaissant  la  l^gitimit^  du  gouvernement  constitutionuel,  et 
sa  g^n^rale  acceptation  dans  la  r^publique,  est  en  contradiction  ouverte 
avec  les  assertions  qu'ils  font  aujourd'hui  dans  leur  note  du  9,  en  attribuant 
le  maintien  de  cette  administaation  au  triomphe  d'une  minority  oppressive. 
Cette  contradiction  notoire  fait  douter  de  la  sincerity  du  premier  aveu  de 
MM.  les  commissaires,  et  r^v^le  bien  Poriginc  pen  digne  du  second  aveu. 

Le  soussignd  a  le  regret  de  repousser  comme  inexactes  les  propositions 
dans  lesqi^elles  MM.  les  commissaires  assurent  qu'il  a  et^  commis  de  nou- 
velles  vexations  centre  leurs  nationaux  apr^s  les  pr^liminaires  de  la  Soledad. 
Les  autorit^s  subalternes  n'ont  donn^  connaissance  d'aucun  fait  notable  de 
cette  nature,  et  sMl  en  est  survenu  quelqu'un,  il  aura  dt^  de  si  minime  im- 
portance qu^on  n'a  pas  cru  convenable  de  le  d^noncer  k  Pautoritd  supreme. 

MM.  les  commissaires  Fran9ais  ont  eu  la  libert<^  et  Popportunit^  de 
rdclamer  pour  quelque  faute  que  ce  fAt,  et  leur  silence  fait  pr^sumer  que 
rien  n'a  surgi  vui  donn4t  matifere  k  une  reclamation. 

Le  gouvernement  Mexicain  a  ^t^  et  est  encore  disposer  k  ^puiser  les 
moyens  de  conciliation  pour  arriver  k  un  arrangement  pacifique  qui  ait 
pour  base  les  pr^liminaires  de  la  Soledad.  II  a  rempli,  pour  sa'  part,  et  11 
continuera  de  remplir  k  Pavenir,  les  obligations  qu^il  a  contract^es  dans  ces 
pr^liminaires,  car  il  comprend  combien  un  acte  de  d^loyaut^  compromet 
I'honneur  de  la  nation.  II  ne  sera  pas  agresseur,  car  il  suit  fid^lcment  le 
principe  de  respecter  les  nationalit^s  tant  qu'on  n'a  pas  recours  k  d'autres 
moyens  qu^k  ceux  des  conventions.  Mais  le  gouvernement  constitutionuel, 
d^positaire  de  la  souverainetd  et  gardien  de  Pindependance  de  la  r^publique, 
repoussera  la  force  par  la  force,  et  soutiendra  la  guerre  jusqu'a  ce  qu^il 
Buccombe  ;  car  il  a  la  conscience  de  la  justice  de  sa  cause,  et  compte  sur 
ce  que,  dans  ce  conflit,  il  sera  puissamment  aidd  par  le  valeur  et  Pamour  de 
la  patrie  qui  caract^risent  le  peuple  Mexicain, 

Le  soussign^,  &c. 

MANUEL  DOBLADO. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 49 


J 
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[Tranalation.] 

Mexico,  Apnl  11,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  &c.,  has  the  honor  to  reply  to 
the  communication  which  the  commissioners  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
France  have  addressed  to  him,  in  order  to  inform  him  that  the  French  troops 
will  retire  upon  Paso  Ancho  for  the  purpose  of  resuming  their  liberty  of 
action  as  soon  as  the  Spanish  forces  shall  have  evacuated  their  present 
cantonments,  whilst  they  found  this  proceeding  upon  their  resolution  to 
protect  the  traitor,  M.  Juan  N.  Almonte. 

The  violation  of  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  committed  by  the  French 
commissioners  under  cover  of  an  almost  puerile  pretext  is  unjustifiable,  if 
it  is  examined  by  the  light  of  international  law. 

Neither  the  constitutional  government  nor  the  Mexican  nation  has  had 
official  information  of  the  mission  that  the  commissioners  attribute  in  their 
said  note  to  the  traitor  Almonte,  and  the  first  notice  they  had  of  it  is  the 
assertion  of  the  commissioners. 

What  was  publicly  known  some  time  ago  was  that  the  traitor  Almonte, 
deceiving  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  by  his  false  information, 
was  assiduously  working  to  bring  upon  his  country  a  foreign  armed  invasion, 
which  might  serve  as  a  support  to  the  reactionary  party  which  had  been 
vanquished  rather  by  the  irresistible  force  of  the  general  will  than  by  arms. 

Those  rumors  were  converted  into  fully  proved  facts  after  the  traitors 
arrival  at  Vera  Cruz,  for  then  the  national  authority  acquired  convincing 
proofs  that  this  latter  was  occupied  in  conspiring  against  the  lawful  rule 
generally  recognized  in  the  republic,  and  in  stimulating  by  all  kinds  <>f 
intrigues  and  promises  the  marauding  bands  which  are  wandering  about  at 
a  few  points  in  the  mountains. 

The  Mexican  government,  using  its  sovereign  right,  and  acting  upon  laws 
already  in  force,  has  declared  M.  Juan  N  Almonte  a  traitor,  and  has  out- 
lawed him,  without  its  ever  occurring  to  it  that  this  act  of  internal  admin- 
istration, which  concerns  it  exclusively,  could  be  eagerly  invoked  as  » 
reason  for  the  rupture  by  the  very  commissioners  who,  on  the  19th  of 
February,  by  signing  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad,  solemnly  bound 
themselves,  before  the  civilized  world,  to  respect  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Mexican  government,  and  not  to  interfere  in  any  act  of  its  interior  admin- 
istration. 

The  declaration  that  the  representatives  of  France  made  in  the  preliminarie* 
by  recognizing  the  legitimacy  of  the  constitutional  government,  and  its  general 
acknowledgment  in  the  republic,  is  in  direct  contradiction  with  the  aseem'oni 
they  now  make  in  their  note  of  the  9th,  by  attributing  the  preservation  of  thi? 
administration  to  the  triumph  of  an  oppressive  minority.  This  evident  contra- 
diction causes  a  doubt  as  to  the  sincerity  of  the  first  declaration  of  the  commit 
sioners,  and  plainly  reveals  the  undignified  origin  of  the  second  declaration. 

The  undersigned  regrets  to  reject  as  inaccurate  the  propositions  in  which  tbe 
commissioners  affirm  that  fresh  vexatious  acts  have  been  committed  againi^ 
their  fellow-countrymen  since  the  preliminaries  of  La  Soledad.  The  subordinatt 
authorities  have  not  made  known  any  considerable  fact  of  that  nature,  and  if 
any  has  occurred  it  will  have  been  of  so  very  little  importance  that  it  was  not 
thought  a  proper  one  for  reporting  to  the  supreme  authority.  The  French  com- 
missioners  have  been  at  liberty  and  had  the  opportunity  to  complain  of  anj 
wrong  act  whatsoever,  and  their  silence  causes  a  presumption  that  nothing  ba* 
occurred  to  give  occasion  for  complaint. 

The  Mexican  government  has  been  and  is  disposed  to  exhaust  the  means  of 
conciliation  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  peaceful  settlement  upon  the  basis  of  the 
preliminaries  of  La  Soledad.     It  has,  for  its  part,  fulfilled  and  will  continue  to 
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fulfil  for  the  future  the  obligations  which  it  has  contracted  in  those  prelimina- 
ries, for  it  understands  how  much  an  act  of  disloyalty  compromises  the  honor 
of  a  nation.  It  will  not  be  the  aggressor,  for  it  faithfully  follows  the  principle 
of  respecting  nations  as  long  as  no  recourse  is  had  to  other  means  than  those 
of  conventions ;  but  the  constitutional  government,  the  depository  of  the  sov- 
ereignty and  the  guardian  of  the  independence  of  the  republic,  will  repel  force 
by  force,  and  will  carry  on  the  war  until  it  succumbs,  /or  it  has  the  conscious- 
ness of  the  justice  of  its  cause,  and  relies  in  this  conflict  upon  being  powerfully 
assisted  by  the  valor  and  love  of  country  which  characterize  the  Mexican 
people. 

Ihe  undersigned,  &c. 

MANUEL  DOBLADO. 


No.  9. 

Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

Orizaba,  April  21,  1862. 
My  Lord  :  Late  last  night  I  received  the  enclosed  note  from  Vice- Admiral 
Jurien  with  reference  to  the  intended  blockade  by  the  French  squadron  under 
his  command  of  the  ports  of  Tampico  and  Alvarado. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  excellency's  communication.  Commodore 
Dunlop  and  myself  informed  him  that  we  would  transmit  a  copy  of  it  to  her 
Majesty's  government. 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


[Eoclo8ure  in  No.  9] 

Vice-Admiral  de  la  Graviere  t4)  Sir  C,  Wyke  and  Commodore  Dunlop, 

Orizaba,  le  20  Avril,  1862. 
Le  soussign^,  vice-admiral  commandant-en-chef,  a  Thonnenr  de  porter  k  la 
connaissance  de  leurs  excellences  MM.  les  ministres  pl^nipotentiaires  de  sa 
Majesty  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  ou'ayant  pris  ses  mesures  pour  assurer, 
k  partir  du  1  Mai,  le  blocus  des  ports  de  Tampico  et  d'Alvarado,  il  a  donn6  des 
ordres  pour  que,  sur  une  simple  declaration  du  capitaine  que  son  batiment  ne 
transporte  pas  de  contrebande  de  guerre,  le  service  du  paquebot  Anglais  avec  le 
port  de  Tampico  ne  soit  entravd  en  quoi  que  ce  soit. 

Le  soussign6  a  transmis  note  de  cette  decision  au  gouvememcnt  de  sa  Majesty 
TEmpereur. 

II  saisit,  &c., 

E.  JURIEN. 


[Translation.] 

Orizaba,  April  20,  1862. 
The  undersigned,  vice-admiral   commanding -in -chief,   has    the  honor  to 
bring  to  the  knowledge  of  their   excellencies   the  ministers  plenipotentiary 
of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  that,  having  taken  measures  for  the 
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establishment  of  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Tampico  and  Alvarado,  beginning 
from  the  Ist  May,  he  has  given  orders  that,  upon  a  simple  declaration  by  ihe 
captain  that  his  vessel  contains  no  contraband  of  war,  the  English  mail-steamer 
shall  be  in  no  way  hindered  in  its  passage  into  the  port  of  Tampico. 

The  undersigned  has  sent  notice  of  this  decision  to  the  government  of  his 
Majesty  the  Emperor. 
He  seizes,  &c., 

E.  JURIEN. 


No.  10. 
Sir  a  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell 

[Extract.] 

Orizaba,  April  21,  1862. 
The  enclosed  proclamations  of  Greneral  Almonte  to  his  fellow-countrymen 
have  just  been  placed  in  my  hands. 


[Enclosure  in  No.  10.] 
Proclamations, 


El  General  Juan  N,  Almonte  a  los  Mexicanos : 

CoMPATRiOTAS  :  Hacc  algunos  dias  que  deseaba  dirigiros  la  palabra  pam  in- 
fitruu'os  de  mi  venida  a  la  republica,  mas  las  circuustancias  de  hallarse  pendiente 
un  armisticio  y  la  de  encontrarme  bajo  la  proteccion  de  las  armas  Francesas,  no 
me  permitia  hablar,  y  he  debido  esperar  la  oportunidad  para  verificarlo.  Hoy 
que  los  representantes  de  la  Francia  haci^ndose  cargo  de  la  sitnaciou  manifiesUa 
los  verdaderos  deseos  de  los  gobicmos  aliados,  me  creo  en  el  deber  de  romper  d 
silencio  que  contra  mi  voluntad  habia  guardado,  y  que  dio  lugar  4  que  los  cm- 
migos  del  orden  abusasen  de  el,  publicando  proclamas  aprocrifas. 

Al  volver,  pues,  al  seno  de  la  patria,  os  dird  que  no  vengo  animado  de  otro 
sentimiento  que  el  de  contribuir  a  la  pacificacion  de  la  republica  y  el  de  co- 
operar  al  estaDleclmiento  de  un  gobienio  nacional,  verdaderamente  de  moralidid 
y  6rden,  que  haga  cesar  para  siempre  la  anarquia,  y  que  de  snficientos  garantias 
para  las  vidas  y  propiedades,  tanto  de  nacionales,  como  de  estrangeros. 

Estrano  ^  la  sangrienta  lucha  que  por  tantos  afios  ha  destrozado  a  nuestro 
hermoso  pals,  escandalizando  al  mundo  entero  hasta  el  grado  de  Uamar  seria- 
mente  la  atencion  de  las  grandes  potencias  occidentales  de  Enropa,  mis  esfuerzos 
Be  encaminardn  siempre  ii  procurar  la  reconciliacion  de  nueetros  hermanos,  y 
hacer  desaparecer  de  entre  ellos  los  odios  y  las  desavenencias.  Por  fortima, 
para  consegir  un  objeto  tan  noble  no  tengo  que  desear  ninguna  venganza,  ni 
tampoco  que  pedir  ninguna  recompensa.  Premiado  suficientemente  por  la  na- 
cion,  por  los  servicios  que  era  mi  deber  prestarle  antes  y  desp^ies  de  su  inde- 
pendencia,  mi  tinico  anhelo,  hoy,  es  el  de  poderla  ofrecer  el  iiltimo  y  mas  im- 
portante,  antes  de  descender  al  sepulcro,  y  ese  servicio  es  el  de  procurarlc  h 
paz  de  que  ha  carecido  por  tanto  tiempo. 

Por  otra  parte  teniendo  motive  para  conocer,  como  conozco,  los  deseos  de  loe 
gobiernos  aliados  y  especialmente  los  de  su  Magestad  el  Emperador  de  I<» 
Franceses,  que  no  son  otros  que  los  de  ver  establecido,  en  nuestro  desgraciado 
pais,  (y  por  nosotros  mismos,)  un  gobierno  firme,  de  6rden  y  moral idad,  para  qae 
desaparezcan  el  pillaje  y  vandalism©  que  hoy  reinan  en  todos  los  dngulos  de  la 
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rcpublica,  j  para  qne'  el  mnndo  mcrcantil  pueda  sacar  las  inmensas  ventajas 
con  que  le  brinda  nnestro  ferasisimo  pais  por  sus  riquezas  naturales  y  su  situa- 
cion  geografica,  yo  he  debido  apresuranne  d  venir  k  ^1  para  esplicaros  esas  sanas 
intencioues  que  por  otro  lado  tambien  envuelven  la  filau tropica  idea  de  asegurar 
para  siempre  la  independeucia,  la  nacionalidad  y  la  integridad  del  territorio 
Mexicano. 

Para  el  establecimiento,  pues,  de  un  nuevo  6rden  de  cosas,  debeis  confiar  en 
la  eficaz  co-operacion  de  la  Francia,  cuyo  ilustre  sobcrano  bace  siempre  sentir 
811  beneficia  influencia  en  todas  partes  donde  bay  que  bacer  prevalecer  una  causa 
justa  y  civilizadora. 

i  Mexicanos !  si  mis  honrosos  autecedentes;  *8i  mis  servicios  prestados  a  la 
patria  tanto  en  la  gloriosa  lucba  de  nuestra  indepcndencia  como  en  la  direccion 
de  su  politlca  en  las  diversas  epocas  en  que  be  formado  parte  du  nuestro 
gabinete  y  representado  a  la  nacion  en  el  estrangero,  si  todo  esto,  repito,  puede 
hacerrae  merecer  vuestra  confianza,  unid  vuestros  esfuerzos  a  los  mios,  y  tened 
por  seguro  que  muy  pronto  lograremos  el  establecimiento  de  un  gobierno  tal 
como  conviene  d  nuestra  indole,  necesidades  y  creencias  religiosas :  asi  os  lo 
asegura  vuestro  compatriota  y  mejor  amigo. 

JUAN  N.  ALMONTE. 


El  General  J.  N.  Almonte  a  los  pactjicos  habitantes  de  Orizaba : 

Com  PATRIOT  AS :  Proclamado  por  vosotros  general-en-gefe  de  las  fuerzas  na- 
cionales  y  gefe  supremo  interino  de  la  nacion,  mi  primer  deber  es  daros  las  gracias 
mas  espresivas  por  la  coniianza  que  en  mi  acabais  de  depositar.  Conoceis  mis 
Bcntimientos,  consignados  en  la  proclama  que  os  dirigi  desde  Cordoba,  y  ya 
Labcis  visto  que  no  os  engand,  cuando  en  ella  os  asoguro  que  las  gentes  bonradas 
debian  tener  confianza  en  la  eficaz  co-operacion  de  las  fuerzas  Francesas  para  el 
establecimiento  de  un  gobierno  de  6rden  y  moralidad. 

Asi,  habeis  comenzado  desde  ayer  a  disfrutar  de  los  beneficios  de  esa  co-ope- 
racion, y  asi,  OS  veis  libres  del  prestamo  forzoso  de  200,000  pesos  que  se  preparaba 
a  imponeros  el  gefe  de  las  fuerzas  del  gobierno  bdrbaro  que  actualmente  existe 
eii  la  capital  de  la  republica  para  la  desgracia  y  vergiienza  de  los  Mexicanos. 

Consolaos,  empero,  que  muy  pronto  desaparecera  ese  gobierno  y  que  no 
t^irdara  en  tener  el  placer  de  volveros  d  dirigir  la  palabra  desde  M<ixico,  vuestro 
compatriota  y  mejor  amigo. 

Orizaba,  Abril  21  de  1862. 

JUAN  N.  ALMONTE. 


[Translation  ] 
General  Juan  N,  Almonte  to  the  Mexicans. 

Countrymen  :  I  have  been  for  some  days  past  desirous  of  addressing  you, 
to  inform  you  of  the  object  of  my  arrival  in  the  republic ;  but  the  fact  that  a 
truce  existed,  and  my  being  under  the  protection  of  French  arms,  has  prevented 
me  from  speaking,  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  wait  for  an  opportunity  of  doing 
so.  Now  that  the  representatives  of  France,  understanding  the  state  of  things, 
have  made  known  the  real  intentions  of  the  allied  governments,  I  think  it  is  my 
duty  to  break  the  silence  which  I  had  maintained  against  my  will,  and  which 
allowed  the  enemies  of  order  to  take  an  unfair  advantage  of  it,  by  publishing 
apocrj'phal  proclamations. 

In  retuiiiing,  then,  to  the  bosom  of  my  country,  I  will  tell  you  that  I  am 
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actuated  by  no  otlier  feeling  than  the  wish  to  contribute  to  the  pacification  of 
the  republic,  and  to  co-operate  in  the  establishment  of  a  national  government, 
really  one  of  integrity  and  order,  which  shall  put  an  end.  to  anarchy  forever,  and 
which  shall  effectually  guarantee  the  lives  and  properties  as  well  of  natives  as 
of  foreigners. 

Absent  from  the  sanguinary  struggle  which  has  for  so  many  years  ravaged 
our  beautiful  country,  which  has  so  scandalized  the  whole  world  to  such  a  point 
as  to  call  seriously  to  it  the  attention  of  the  great  western  powers  of  Europe, 
my  efforts  will  always  be  directed  to  the  reconciliation  of  our  brethren,  and  to 
the  extinction  of  hatred  and  discprd  among  them.  Fortunately,  I  have  no  ven- 
geance to  wish  for,  no  recompense  to  demand  for  obtaining  so  noble  an  object 
Sufficiently  rewarded  by  the  nation  for  the  Eervices  which  it  was  my  duty  to 
render  it  both  before  and  after  its  independence,  my  only  wish  is  now  to  render 
to  it  the  last  service,  and  the  most  important,  before  1  go  down  to  my  grave, 
which  is  to  procure  for  it  that  peace  which  has  been  so  long  absent  from  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  having  reason  to  know,  as  I  do,  the  desires  of  the  allied 
governments,  and  especially  of  that  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
which  is  no  other  than  was  established  in  our  unfortunate  country,  and  that  bj 
ourselves,  a  government  strong  in  order  and  morality,  put  an  end  to  the  pillage 
and  vandalism  which  now  prevail  in  every  corner  of  the  republic,  and  that  lhe 
commercial  world  may  obtain  the  immense  advantages  which  our  most  fertile 
land  holds  forth  from  its  natural  wealth  and  geographical  position,  it  was  mj 
duty  to  hasten  my  arrival,  in  order  to  make  known  to  you  those  sound  inten- 
tions which  imply,  on  the  other  side,  also  the  philanthropic  idea  of  securing 
forever  the  independence,  the  nationality,  and  the  integrity  of  the  Mexican 
territory. 

To  establish,  then,  a  new  order  of  things,  you  should  trust  in  the  effective  co- 
operation of  France,  whose  illustrious  sovereign  always  sheds  his  beneficial  in- 
fluence wherever  the  object  is  that  a  just  and  civilizing  cause  should  prevail. 

Mexicans !  If  my  honorable  antecedents,  if  the  services  I  have  rendered  to 
my  country,  as  well  in  the  glorious  struggle  for  our  independence  as  in  the 
guidance  of  her  policy  at  the  various  periods  when  I  formed  a  part  of  our  cabi- 
net or  represented  the  nation  abroad ;  if  all  this,  I  repeat,  can  give  me  a  title  to 
your  confidence,  unite  your  efforts  to  mine,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  we 
shall  very  speedily  obtain  the  establishment  of  a  government  such  as  is  suitable 
to  our  character,  our  necessities,  and  our  religious  belief. 

This  is  the  assurance  of  your  countryman  and  best  friend, 

JUAN  N.  ALMONTE. 


General  J,  N»  Almonte  to  the  peaceful  inhabitants  of  Orizaba. 

My  Countrymen:  Being  proclaimed  by  you general-in-cliief  of  the  national 
forces  and  supreme  head  of  the  nation  ad  interim,  my  first  duty  is  to  convey 
to  you  my  most  earnest  thanks  for  the  confidence  you  have  just  placed  in  me. 
You  are  acquainted  with  my  sentiments,  made  known  to  you  in  the  proclamation 
which  I  addressed  to  you  from  Cordova,  and  you  will  have  seen  already  that  I 
did  not  deceive  you  when  I  assured  you  in  that  proclamation  that  you  might 
trust  in  the  effective  co-operation  of  the  French  forces  for  establishing  a  govern- 
ment of  order  and  morality. 

Thus,  beginning  from  yesterday,  you  are  enjoying  the  benefits  of  that  co- 
operation, and  thus  you  find  yourselves  liberated  from  the  forced  loan  of  200,000 
dollars  which  was  about  to  be  imposed  on  you  by  the  chief  of  the  forces  of  the 
barbarous  government  which  at  present  exists  in  the  capital  of  the  republic  for 
the  affliction  and  the  shame  of  the  Mexicans. 

Yet  console  yo\U8.e\vtft»  iox  \X\«A.  ^Qv^tnment  will  speedily  disappear,  and  he 
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\rill  shortly  have  the  pleasure  to  address  you  from  Mexico  who  now  subscribes 
himself  as  your  countryman  and  best  friend. 

JUAN  K  ALMONTE. 
ORI2ABA,  April  21,  1862. 


No.  II. 

Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell, 

[Extract.] 


PuEBLA,  April  29,  1862. 

I  left  Orizaba  at  mid-day  oa  the  22d  instant  with  Commodore  Dunlop,  Mr. 
Walsham,  and  Mr.  Consul  Olennie,  and  we  reached  this  place  on  the  morning  of 
tlie  24th.  A  house  had  been  provided  for  our  reception,  and  every  possible  at- 
tention was  shown  to  us  by  the  governor  and  the  authorities  of  the  town. 

At  3  o'clock  in  tlie  afternoon  of  the  same  day  General  Doblado  himself  called, 
and,  during  a  long  interview,  he  explained  how  anxious  he  was,  on  the  part  of 
of  hie  government,  to  grant  that  satisfaction  and  redress  to  us  which  he  had  been 
prepared  to  concede  during  the  conferences  that  would  have  been  held  at  Orizaba 
on  the  15th  instant  had  it  not  been  for  what  he  characterized  as  the  violent 
And  unjustifiable  violation  of  the  preliminary  convention  of  La  Soledad  by  the 
French  agents.  He  went  on  to  say  that  as  they  had  clearly  also  violated  the 
London  convention  by  openly  espousing  the  cause  of  the  reactionary  faction 
and  sustaining  them  in  their  rebellion,  he  concluded  that  both  the  Spanish  agent 
and  ourselves  had  regained  our  freedom  of  action,  and  were  at  liberty  to  treat 
singly  with  the  Mexican  government,  provided  that  by  so  doing  we  could  obtain 
such  a  settlement  of  the  claims  we  were  bound  to  support  as  would  prove  satis- 
factory to  our  respective  governments. 

I  have  already  expressed  to  your  lordship  my  opinion  that  he  is  perfectly 
sincere  in  thus  expressing  himself,  as  well,  also,  as  my  belief  that  he  is  the 
only  man  who  is  capable  of  re-establishing  peace  and  order  in  the  country. 

Commodore  Dunlop  was  present  at  this  and  the  subsequent  conferences  which 
I  had  with  General  Doblado. 

After  discussing  the  question  in  all  its  bearings,  and  considering  that  we  were 
now  perfectly  free  agents  in  arriving  at  any  solution  of  our  pending  differences 
with  Mexico  which  should  prove  satisfactory  to  her  Majesty's  government,  the 
commodore  and  myself  finally  signed,  yesterday  evening,  with  General  Doblado, 
a  convention  which  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  your  lordship,  as  its  stipulations  secure  to  the  London  and  convention  bond- 
holders the  recognition  of  all  former  conventions  and  agreements  made  in  their 
favor;  whilst  at  the  same  time  it  gives  us  the  only  tangible  security  which* this 
government  has  to  offer  for  the  due  payment,  in  specie,  of  the  claims  brought 
forward  by  British  subjects,  amounting  in  all,  as  far  as  they  are  known,  to  the 
sum  of  nearly  3,500,000  Spanish  dollars. 

The  basis  on  which  this  arrangement  is  conchided  is  a  convention  lately 
signed  by  Mr.  Corwin,  the  United  States  minister  here,  with  the  Mexican 
government,  by  which  the  latter  arc  to  receive  from  the  government  at 
Washington  a  loan  of  11,000,000  dollars,  at  6  per  cent,  interest,  guaranteed 
by  a  mortgage  on  the  waste  lands  and  the  remainder  of  the  church  property 
still  disposable. 

Should  this  treaty  be  ratified,  the  first  instalment  of  2,000,000  dollars, 
which  is  to  be  immediately  received  by  the  Mexicans,  is  to  be  handed  over 
to  us  in  order  to  pay  off  the  privileged  class  ot  claimants,  to  whom  is  due, 
according  to  our  calculation,  about  1,700,000  dollars. 
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As  our  list  of  acknowledged  claims  does  not  agree  with  that  famished  by 
the  Mexican  government,  General  Dobaldo  is  anxious  for  us  to  decide  which 
claims  are  really  entitled  to  be  placed  in  the  first,  or  privileg-ed  class,  and  for 
them,  then,  to  be  paid  out  of  this  first  instalment  of  2,000,000  dollars. 

The  remainder  of  the  11,000,000  dollars  to  be  received  from  the  United 
States  are  to  be  paid  within  the  term  of  sixteen  months,  we  receiving  a 
fourth  part  of  each  instalment  as  it  becomes  due,  until  the  liquidation  of  all 
the  claims  comprised  in  the  second  class,  the  whole  of  which  are  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  verification  of  a  mixed  commission,  composed  of  one  English 
and  one  Mexican  commissioner,  whose  difi'erences,  should  any  exist,  are  to 
be  settled  by  the  fiat  of  an  umpire,  whose  decision  is  to  l>e  final. 

Should  the  convention  above  alluded  to  not  be  ratified  by  the  cabinet  of 
Washington,  then  the  same  lands  and  cliurch  property  offered  to  them  as  a 
guarantee  are  to  be  sold  by  a  commission  appointed  for  the  purpose  by  the 
Mexican  government,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  arc  to  be  immediately  applied  j 
to  the  liquidation  of  the  English  claims,  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of 
the  aforesaid  mexed  commission. 

According  to  our  calculation,  the  first  or  privileged  class  of  claims,  includ- 
ing those  of  the  legation  robbery  and  the  Laguna  Seca,  will  amount  to  aboat 
1,100,000  dollars,  which  will  thus  come  within  the  2,000,000  dollars  set 
apart  for  their  immediate  liquidation. 

Most  of  these  claims  are  acknowledged  by  the  Mexican  government  to 
their  full  amount,  but  others  are  not;  whilst  some  of  those  in  the  second 
class  are  stated  by  General  Doblado  as  belonging  to  the  first. 

As  it  was  impossible,  away  from  the  archives  of  the  legation,  to  clear  up 
this  question  on  the  spot,  it  was  decided  that  all  the  claims  were  to  be  sab- 
mitted  to  the  comnissioners  when,  on  proper  proof  being  adduced,  their  clas- 
sification would  become  complete,  and  we  should  then  pay  those  justly  en- 
titled to  preference  out  of  the  2,000,000  dollars  made  over  to  her  Majestys 
government,  as  being  more  than  the  amount  required  for  their  liquidation. 
This  will  account  for  the  reason  why  I  have  been  obliged  to  depart  from 
your  lordship's  instructions  with  reference  to  this  matter,  as  conveyed  to 
me  in  your  despatch  of  the  30th  of  March,  1852. 

With  regard  to  the  claims  of  the  London  and  convention  bondholders, 
they  will  be  paid  as  heretofore  out  of  the  59  per  cent,  of  duties  payable  at 
the  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  custom-houses,  besides  what  belongs  to  thera 
from  the  Pacific  custom-houses  when  the  proceeds  of  the  latter  become  avail- 
able for  that  purpose. 

I  have  got  an  interventor  placed  already  at  Vera  Cruz;  and  the  stipulationa 
of  the  convention  give  the  real  bona  fide  powers  of  one  at  all  the  ports  of  the 
republic  where  we  have  consular  agents,  or  where  I  may  name  any  such 
for  the  purpose  specified.  This  is  a  great  step  in  advance,  as  we  have 
hitherto  had  no  means  of  knowing  what  duties  were  really  collected  in  any 
of  the  ports  except  the  two  above  named. 

By  this  arrangement  we  have  obtained  all  the  real  power  we  want,  with- 
out at  the  same  time  risking  the  ratification  of  the  convention,  and  wound- 
ing the  national  pride,  hy  the  hateful  word  "Interventor,"  which  I  have  found 
so  constant  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  anything  like  a  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment of  this  vexed  question. 

The  obliging  the  importers  to  pay  that  part  of  their  duties  owing  to  the 
bondholders  in  "bonos"  secures  the  latter  from  the  frauds  hitherto  practiced 
on  them  by  unprincipled  merchants  paying  only  half  their  duties  in  ready 
money  to  the  customs  authorities,  who  preferred  that  mode  of  settlement 
to  having  to  wait  the  proper  time  for  the  receipt  of  the  whole  sum  legally 
due  to  them. 

General  Doblado  is,  as  I  have  already  informed  your  lordship,  invested 
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-with  full  power  by  the  congress  to  conclude  any  treaty  with  foreign  govern- 
ments, so  that  their  sanction  is  not  neccessary,  the  ratification  of  tlie  presi- 
dent being  alone  required.  This  is  a  mere  matter  of  form,  which  General 
Doblado  assures  me  will  be  gone  through  to-day  on  his  arrivial  at  Mexico,  for 
which  city  he  started  this  morning  at  4  o'clock. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  the  English  version  of  the  treaty  for  your 
lordship's  information,  not  having  time  to  have  a  regular  copy  of  the  whole 
document  made  out,  for  the  English  mail  will  leave  in  a  couple  of  hours' 
time,  thus  preventing  me  from  analyzing  each  separate  article  as  I  should 
have  wished  to  do. 

Directly  I  hear  of  the  convention  having  been  ratified  by  the  president, 
I  shall  repair  to  Mexico,  as,  although  that  course  is  attended  with  some 
inconveniences,  yet,  on  the  whole,  I  consider  it  better  for  me  to  repair  to  my 
post  under  such  critical  circumstances  as  the  present. 

I  have  acted  in  the  whole  of  this  affair  on  my  own  responsibility,  and  to 
the  best  of  my  judgment,  for  the  good  of  her  Majesty's  service,  and  I  only 
trust  that  my  conduct  may  merit  your  lordship's  approval. 

Everything  I  have  latterly  done  has  been  based,  of  course,  on  the  direct 
violation  of  the  London  convention  by  the  French  agents,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  Commodore  Dunlop  and  myself,  has  restored  ns  to  a  perfect  free- 
dom of  action  in  forwarding  those  important  interests  which  have  been 
intrusted  to  our  charge. 

I  should  be  ungrateful  were  I  not  to  state  how  much  I  have  been  indebted 
to  his  able  co-operation  with  me  on  every  occasion,  when  I  have  profited  by 
the  great  experience  and  sound  judgment  he  has  invariably  displayed 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  trying  business. 

Should  your  lordship  approve  of  the  convention,  the  original  of  which  I 
will  send  home  as  soon  as  possible,  its  ratification  should  be  forwarded  to 
Mexico,  there  to  be  exchanged  by  me  against  that  of  President  Juarez. 


[Enclosure  in  No.  11.] 

Convention  between  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and 
the  republic  of  Mexico  for  the  final  settlement  of  those  questions,  claims,  and 
differences  which  have  given  rise  to  a  suspension  of  diplomatic  relations  between 
the  two  governments,  signed  at  Fuebla,  April  28, 1862. 

Whereas  certain  claims  upon  the  government  of  Mexico  on  the  part  of 
companies,  commercial  firms,  and  private  individuals,  subjects  of  her 
Britannic  Majesty,  are  still  pending  and  remain  unsettled;  her  Majesty  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  president  of  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  being  of  opinion  that  a  speedy  and  equitable  settlement  of  all  such 
claims  will  contribute  much  to  the  renewal  of  the  friendly  feelings  ^which 
should  ever  subsist  between  the  two  countries,  have  resolved  to*  make 
arrangements  for  that  purpose  by  means  of  a  convention,  and  have  named 
as  their  plenipotentiaries,  that  is  to  say: 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Sir  Charles  Lennox 
Wyke,  knight  commander  of  the  most  honorable  order  of  the  bath,  her 
Majesty's  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  republic 
of  Mexico,  and  Hugh  Dunlop,  esquire,  companion  of  the  most  honorable  order 
of  the  bath,  commodore  of  the  first  class,  commanding  British  expeditionary 
force  ;  and  the  president  of  Mexico,  his  excellency  General  Don  Manuel 
Doblado,  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  who,  after  having  communicated  to 
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each  other  their  respective  full  powers,  found  in  good  and  due  form,  have 
agreed  as  follows: 

Article  I.  The  high  contracting  parties  agree  that  all  claims  on  the  part  of 
the  aforesaid  companies,  commercial  firms,  or  private  individuals,  subjects  of 
her  Majesty,  which  yet  remain  unsettled,  as  well  as  any  other  such  claims  as 
may  be  presented  within  the  time  specified  in  Article  III  of  the  present  con- 
vention, shall  be  referred,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  their  validity  and  set- 
tling their  mode  of  payment,  to  two  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  in  tlie 
following  manner,  that  is  to  say: 

One  commissioner  shall  be  named  by  her  Majesty's  envoy  extraordinary  in 
the  republic,   and  the  other  by  the  president  of  Mexico. 

In  ease  of  the  death,  absence,  or  incapacity  of  either  commissioner,  or  in  the 
event  of  either  commissioner  omitting  or  ceasing  to  act  as  such,  her  Majesty's 
minister  or  the  president  of  Mexico,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  forthwith  name 
another  person  to  act  as  commissioner  in  the  place  or  stead  of  the  commissioner 
originally  named. 

The  commissioners  so  named  shall  meet  at  Mexico  at  the  earliest  convenient 
period  after  they  shall  have  been  respectively  named,  and  shall,  before  proceed- 
ing to  any  business,  make  and  subscribe  a  solemn  declaration  that  they  will 
impartially  and  carefully  examine  and  decide,  to  the  best  of  their  judgment, 
and  according  to  justice  and  equity,  upon  all  such  claims  as  shall  be  laid  before 
them ;  and  such  declaration  shall  be  entered  on  the  record  of  their  proceedings. 

The  commissioners  shall  then,  and  before  proceeding  to  any  other  bueiness, 
name  some  third  person  to  act  as  an  umpire  or  arbitrator  in  any  case  or  cases  on 
which  they  may  themselves  differ  in  opinion.  If  they  should  not  be  able  to 
agree  upon  such  third  person,  they  shall  each  name  a  person,  and  in  each  and 
every  case  in  which  the  commissioners  may  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the  deciBion 
they  ought  to  give,  it  shall  be  determined  by  lot  which  of  the  two  persons  so 
named  shall  be  the  arbitrator  or  umpire  in  that  particular  case. 

The  person  or  persons  so  to  be  chosen  to  be  arbitrator  or  umpire  shsdl,  before 
proceeding  to  act  as  such  in  any  case,  make  and  subscribe  a  solemn  declaration, 
in  a  form  similar  to  that  which  shall  already  have  been  made  and  sabscribed  by 
the  commissioners,  which  shall  be  entered  on  the  record  of  their  proceedings. 

In  the  event  of  death,  absence,  or  incapacity  of  such  person  or  persons,  or  of 
his  or  their  omitting  or  declining  or  ceasing  to  act  as  such  arbitrator  or  umpire, 
another  and  a  different  person  shall  be  named  as  aforesaid,  to  act  as  such  arbi- 
trator or  umpire  in  the  place  and  stead  of  the  person  so  originally  named  as 
aforesaid,  and  shall  make  and  subscribe  such  declaration  as  aforesaid. 

Article  II.  The  arbitrator  being  appointed,  the  commissioners  shall  pro- 
ceed to  examine  and  determine  the  claims  which  may  be  presented  to  them, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  convention,  as  well  as  to  determine  the  amount 
justly  due  for  each  separate  one. 

In  cases  where  they  agree  to  award  an  indemnity,  they  shall  determine  the 
amount  to  be  paid  for  damages  suffered  through  death,  wounds,  robberies,  or 
destruction  of  property. 

In  cases  where  they  cannot  agree,  the  subjects  of  difference  shall  be  referred 
to  the  umpire,  before  whom  each  of  the  commissioners  may  be  heard,  and  whose 
decision  shall  be  final. 

Article  III.  A  complete  list  of  the  claims  shall  he  presented  to  the  com- 
missioners at  their  first  meeting,  with  the  exception  of  those  which  have  not  yet 
been  received,  owing  to  the  interruption  of  postal  communication  from  the  inte- 
rior of  the  republic ;  and  in  such  cases  the  commissioners  themselves  shall  fix 
on  a  reasonable  interval  of  time  for  their  reception. 

The  said  commissioners  shall  be  bound  to  examine  and  decide  upon  every 
claim  within  eighteen  months  from  the  day  of  then:  first  meeting. 
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It  shall  be  competent  for  the  commissioners  conjointly,  or  for  the  umpire,  if 
they  differ,  to  decide  in  each  case  whether  any  claim  has  or  has  not  been  duly 
made,  preferred,  or  laid  ^before  them,  either  wholly  or  to  any  and  what  extent, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  convention. 

Ahticle  IV.  The  commissioners  shall  issue  certificates  of  the  sums  to  be 
paid  by  virtue  of  their  award  to  the  claimants,  and  the  amount  of  said  sums 
shall  be  paid  by  her  Majesty's  government,  according  to  the  order  of  seniority 
which  they  may  adjudge  to  each  claim,  by  means  of  $2,000,000,  which  are  at 
once  to  be  placed  at  their  disposal  in  orders  on  the  treasury  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

Such  claims  as  are  not  covered  by  the  said  sum  of  $2,000,000  shall  be  after- 
wards paid  by  the  Mexican  government  out  of  the  money  they  may  receive 
from  the  American  loan,  in  two  instalments  payable  respectively  eight  and  six- 
teen months  from  the  date  of  the  several  certificates  being  issued. 

If  the  American  loan  should  not  be  forthcoming,  the  same  property  that  has 
been  assigned  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  lately  concluded  between  their 
government  and  the  government  of  Mexico  shall  be  converted  into  cash  for  the 
payment  of  the  British  claims,  and  this  conversion  or  sale  of  said  property  shall 
be  intrusted  to  a  commission  to  be  named  by  the  government  of  Mexico. 

Article  V.  The  commission  herein  provided  shall  keep  an  accurate  record 
of  its  proceedings,  and  may  appoint  a  secretary  to  assist  in  the  transaction  of  its 
business,  and  its  expenses  shall  be  defrayed  in  a  manner  hereafter  to  be  decided 
by  the  high  contracting  parties. 

Article  VI.  The  proceedings  of  this  commission  shall  be  final  and  conclu- 
sive with  respect  to  all  the  claims  brought  before  it,  and  its  award  shall  be  a 
full  discharge  to  Mexico  of  all  such  outstanding  claims  against  the  republic  as 
are  mentioned  in  the  preamble  of  this  convention. 

Article  VII.  The  Manning  and  Mackintosh  claim  has  been  for  some  time 
past  under  the  consideration  of  a  person  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Mex- 
ican government,  in  consequence  of  an  agreement  come  to  in  the  month  of 
March,  1858,  between  them  and  her  Majesty's  then  charge  d'affaires,  but,  in 
consequence  of  numerous  difiiculties  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  said  person 
named  to  examine  into  it,  no  satisfactory  result  of  this  question  has  yet  been 
arrived  at. 

It  is  therefore  now  stipulated  that  the  Mexican  government  do,  without  ftir- 
ther  delay,  take  such  steps  for  insuring  the  due  examination  of  the  above  claim 
in.  the  spirit  of  the  original  agreement,  or  consent  to  its  being  submitted  to  the 
arbitration  of  the  aforesaid  mixed  commission,  with  a  view  to  its  final  settlement. 

Article  VII I.  As  several  of  the  claims  herein  specified  have  had  their 
origin  in  acts  of  violence  fatal  in  some  instances  to  the  lives  and  prejudicial 
in  others  to  the  properties  of  British  subjects,  the  Mexican  government  engage 
for  the  future  to  use  every  means  within  their  power  to  check  such  excesses, 
and  to  afford  the  most  eflScient  protection  to  the  subjects  of  a  government  with 
which  their  interests,  as  well  as  their  desire,  induce  them  to  maintain  the  most 
intimate  relations  of  amity  and  good-will 

Article  IX.  The  S660,000  taken  from  the  "Calle  de  Capuchinas,"  in  the 
month  of  November,  1860,  as  well  as  the  sum  still  remaining  due  to  British 
subjects  of  the  moneys  taken  from  the  "conducta"  at  the  Laguna  Seca,  shall  bo 
repaid  to  the  lawful  owners  thereof  from  the  same  sum  of  $2,000,000  as  is 
mentioned  in  Article  IV. 

The  rate  of  interest  due  from  the  time  when  the  money  was  taken,  to  be  paid 
on  both  these  sums  from  the  aforesaid  82,000,000,  shall  be  as  follows,  namely, 
6  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  $660,000,  and  12  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
remainder  of  the  money  due  to  British  subjects  from  the  moneys  taken  from  the 
'  conducta"  at  the  Laguna  Seca. 

Article  X.  All  treaties,  conventions,  and  agreements  heretofore  concluded 
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between  the  two  high  contracting  parties  shall  remain  binding  in  their  t4)tality 
on  both  parties  in  all  affecting  British  and  Mexican  interests ;  and  the  snpreme 
decrees  of  the  14th  of  October,  1850,  and  the  23d  of  January,  1857,  do  likewise 
remain  in  fiill  force  and  vigor  in  all  that  concerns  the  London  bondholder. 

Article  XI.  Such  sums  of  money  owing  to  the  London  bondholders  and 
the  convention  bondholders  as  were  in  the  hands  of  the  custom-house  authorities 
at  the  time  all  payments  were  suspended  by  the  law  of  the  17th  of  July  last, 
shall  be  paid  to  the  owners  thereof,  together  with  6  per  cent,  interest  thereon, 
by  means  of  an  order  for  an  equal  sum  on  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  according  to  the  same  terms  as  are  mentioned  in  Article  IV. 

Article  XII.  The  British  eonsular  agents  at  the  different  ports  of  the 
republic,  and  the  persons  whom  her  Majesty's  minister  may  appoint  for  those 

Eorts  where  there  is  no  consular  agent,  shall  have  free  access  to  all  custom- 
ouse  books  and  papers  as  may  have  reference  to  their  clients*  interests,  as  well 
as  to  ships'  manifests,  bills  of  lading,  and  all  other  documents  which  for  the 
above-named  purpose  they  may  consider  necessary  to  examine. 

Every  month  a  statement  of  the  duties  incurred  and  of  the  liquidation  of  the 
assignments  due  to  the  London  bondholders  and  the  Convention  bondholders  at 
each  of  the  custom-houses  shall  be  delivered  to  the  British  consul  resident  at 
the  port,  or  to  the  person  designated  by  her  Majesty's  minister. 

Article  XIII.  In  order  to  insure  with  certainty  the  fulfilment  of  the  con- 
ditions contained  in  the  preceding  article,  the  Mexican  government  will  issue 
bonds  for  a  sum  equal  to  tiiat  which  they  may  have  to  pay  to  the  English  cred- 
itors ;  these  bonds  to  be  handed  over  to  her  Majesty's  consul  in  Mexico. 

With  these  bonds  shall  be  paid  that  portion  of  the  duties  of  the  maritime 
custom-houses  which  are  assigned  to  the  English  creditors. 

No  importer  can  be  exempted  from  making  his  payments  in  said  bonds,  and 
the  parties  interested  in  the  bonds  shall  take  care  that  they  are  within  the 
reach  of  all. 

Article  XIV.  It  is  understood  that  the  Mexican  government  shall  be  free 
from  the  responsibility  of  a  debtor  to  a  creditor  in  as  far  as  concerns  any  such 
sums  as  shall  have  been  paid  by  them  at  the  end  of  each  month  to  the  agents 
of  the  respective  bondholders,  when  a  liquidation  of  the  sums  so  paid  and  re- 
ceived is  duly  made  out  and  signed  by  the  authorities  of  the  custom-houses  and 
the  agents  at  the  ports. 

Article  XV.  In  settling  with  other  foreign  creditors  of  the  republic  their 
several  claims  no  advantage  of  any  kind  shall  be  allowed  to  them  which  is  not 
equally  understood  to  be  granted  to  the  English  creditors. 

Article  XVI.  The  orders  on  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  referred 
to  in  Articles  IV  and  IX,  shall  be  issued  in  such  a  manner  that  the  Englieh 
creditors  may  receive  a  fourth  part  of  what  the  Mexican  government  has, 
according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the  two  govern- 
ments, to  receive  from  that  of  the  United  States  at  each  separate  instalment, 
and  this  is  to  continue  until  the  claims  which  form  the  subject-matter  of  this 
convention  shall  have  been  completely  paid  off. 

Article  XVII.  The  present  convention  shall  beratified  by  her  Britannic 
Majesty  and  by  the  president  of  Mexico,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged 
in  the  city  of  Mexico  as  soon  as  possible  within  the  space  of  six  months. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  have  signed  the  same^ 
and  affixed  thereto  their  respective  seals. 

Done  at  Puebla  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two. 


CHARLES  LENNOX  WYKE. 
HUGH  DUNLOP. 
MANUEL  DOBLADO. 
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No.  12. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

PuRBLA,  April  29,  1862. 

On  the  French  troops  reaching  Cordova  with  General  Almonte,  Padra 
Miranda,  and  the  other  Mexican  reftigees,  they  collected  the  few  members  of 
the  reactionary  party  they  could  lay  hands  on,  who  made  a  "pronunciamiento" 
against  the  existing  government,  and  proceeded  to  name  a  "gefe  politico"  and 
other  civil  functionaries. 

The  same  thing  was  repeated  at  Orizaba,  where  Almonte  went  a  step  further 
by  proclaiming  himself  president  of  the  republic.  In  both  cases  the  great  mass 
of  the  population  looked  on  with  perfect  indifference  to  proceedings  which  they 
could  not  interfere  with  in  the  presence  of  several  thousand  French  troops. 

In  the  mean  time  all  the  reactionary  bands  are  springing  up  again,  and  this 
unfortunate  country  is  once  more  delivered  over  to  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war 
united  to  those  caused  by  a  foreign  invasion. 


No.  13. 
Consul  Giffard  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Vera  Cruz,  Maj/  2,  1862. 

By  the  present  packet  your  lordship  will  receive  despatches  from  Sir  Charles 
Wyke,  announcing  that  his  negotiation  with  M.  Doblado  at  Puebla  ha«  been 
successful,  and  that  he  was  only  waiting  for  a  communication  from  Mexico  be- 
fore proceeding  to  that  city  in  company  with  Commodore  Dunlop,  where  he 
would  remain  for  the  present,  the  commodore  himself  returning  to  Vera  Cruz 
in  about  ten  days. 

So  long  aa  her  Majesty's  legation  remained  at  Vera  Cruz,  I  have  abstained 
from  addressing  your  lordship  on  matters  which  it  was  not  my  particular 
province  to  deal  with.  But  the  absence  of  Sir  Charles  Wyke  makes  it  my  duty 
to  report  to  your  lordship  whatever  occurrence  of  importance  may  happen 
within  my  consular  jurisdiction;  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  I  now  beg  leave 
to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  rest  of  the  Spanish  force  under  General  Prim 
embarked  this  morning  early,  for  Havana,  on  board  of  several  Spanish  ships 
sent  here  a  few  days  ago  by  the  captain  general  of  Cuba  for  that  purpose. 
The  French  troops,  therefore,  are  now  in  possession  of  the  Castle  of  Ulloa, 
together  with  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  its  custom-house,  post  office,  &c. 

In  other  respects  this  dty  is  very  quiet. 


No.  14. 
Hie  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

[Extract.] 

Admiralty,  June  2,  1862. 
I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  you 
herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the  29th  April  from  Commodore  Dunlop,  re- 
portmg  that  the  flags  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  have  been  struck  at  Vera 
Cruz. 
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[Enclosure  in  No.  14. — Extract] 
Commodore  Dunlop  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

PuEBLA,  April  29,  1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  their  lordships,  that 
in  accordance  with  my  orders  to  the  senior  oflScer  at  Vera  Cruz,  given  after 
previous  arrangement  with  General  Prim,  our  flag  was  hauled  down  there  and 
at  San  Juan  de  Ulloa  at  the  same  time  as  that  of  Spain,  at  sunset  on  the  24th 
instant. 

Both  flags  were  saluted  hy  the  French,  which  was  duly  returned. 

I  hope  their  lordships  will  be  of  opinion  that  I  did  right  in  ordering  the 
British  flag  to  be  hauled  down ;  both  Sir  Charles  Wyke  and  myself,  after  ftill 
consideration,  were  of  opinion  that,  after  what  has  occurred,  there  could  be  no 
common  action  between  the  two  countries  in  Mexico. 


No.  15. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond. 

[Extract.] 

Admiralty,  June  2,  1862. 
I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  yon 
herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of   state  for  foreign 
affairs,  extracts  of  letters  from  Commodore  Dimlop,  dated  the  22d  April  and 
28th  April. 


[Enclosure  1  in  No.  16. — Extract.] 
Commodore  Dunlop  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Orizaba,  April  22,  1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  lords  commie- 
sioners  of  the  admiralty,  that  the  unexpected  arrival  of  the  French  troops  on 
the  20th  instant  obliged  General  Doblado  to  return  to  Puebla  after  having 
reached  the  gates  of  Orizaba  in  order  to  meet  Sir  C.  Wyke  and  myself. 

2.  He  has  invited  us  to  come  to  Puebla,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with 
him  on  the  proposed  treaty  for  the  redress  of  British  claims  and  grievances  of 
all  kinds,  and  he  promises  to  offer  what  he  considers  sufficient  guarantees  for 
the  ftilfilment  of  all  that  he  undertakes  on  behalf  of  the  government. 

3.  Sir  C.  Wyke  and  myself  have  determined  to  accept  Greneral  Doblado's 
invitation  to  meet  him  in  Puebla,  for  which  city  we  leave  this  day,  having  pro- 
cured "salvo  conductas"  from  the  French  and  Mexican  commanders. 
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[EncloBUie  2  in  No.  16.— Extract.] 
Cofninodore  Dunlop  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 

PuEBLA,  April  28,  1862. 

With  reference  to  my  correspondence  relative  to  the  intention  of  Sir  C.  Wyke 
and  myself  to  endeavor  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  General  Dohlado  on  the  part 
of  the  Mexican  government  for  the  redress  of  British  grievances,  I  have  the 
honor  to  acquaint  you,  foi*  the  information  of  their  lordships,  that  we  have  this 
day  concluded  and  signed  a  convention  that  I  trust  will  in  all  respects  meet 
the  approval  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  in  conclusion  only  to  add  that  whatever  merit  the  convention  just 
signed  may  have  belongs  to  my  colleague  Sir  Charles  Wyke;  to  his  ability 
and  firmness  the  British  claimants  and  creditors  will  owe  any  advantages  they 
may  derive  from  it. 

I  readilv  aflforded  such  little  assistance  as  my  previous  experience  in  Mexican 
affairs  enabled  me  to  give,  but  to  my  colleague  the  work  belongs,  and  the  credit 
which  I  trust  he  will  receive  for  its  execution. 


No.  16. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  June  2,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretaiy  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Dunlop,  dated  the  21st  April,  with 
copy  of  its  enclosure,  relating  to  the  blockade  of  the  Mexican  ports  of  Tampico 
and  Alvarado  by  the  French  squadron,  and  reporting  that  Vice-Admiral  Jurien 
de  la  Gravi^re  has  given  orders  not  to  interfere  with  the  communication  of  the 
IJritish  mail  packet  with  Tampico  if  she  does  not  carry  contraband  of  war,  and 
also  to  allow  specie  to  be  exported  in  such  mail  packet. 
I  am,  &c., 

C.  PAGET. 


[Eoclorare  1  in  No.  16.] 
Commodore  Dunlop  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Orizaba,  April  21,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  com^- 
mander-in-chief  of  the  French  naval  force  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  stating  his 
intention  of  ordering  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Tampico  and  Alvarado,  but 
that  he  has  given  orders  not  to  interfere  with  the  communication  of  the  British 
mail  packet,  on  the  assurance  of  the  commander  that  he  does  not  carry  contra- 
band of  war. 

2.  I  have,  since  receiving  the  above-mentioned  letter,  seen  Vice-Admiral 
Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re  on  the  subject  of  the  exportation  of  specie  from  Tampico, 
and  on  my  representing  the  gieat  inconvenience  it  would  oe  to  the  mercantile 
interests  if  any  interference  took  place  with  the  free  exportation  of  specie  in  the 
British  mail  packets,  which  takes  place  nearly  every  month,  he  at  once  assured 
me  he  would  send  orders  to  prevent  any  such  interference. 
I  am,  &c., 

HUGH  DUNLOP. 
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[Enclosure  2  ia  No.  16.] 

Vice-Admiral  de  la  Crraviere  to  Commodore  Duidop. 

Orizaba,  lb  20  Aprils  1862. 
Le  B0UB8ign6,  vice-admiral  commandant-en-chef,  a  rhonneur  de  porter  a  la  con- 
naissance  de  son  excellence  M.  le  commandant-en-chef  des  forces  navales  An- 
glaises  dans  le  Golfe  da  Mexique,  qu'ayant  pris  ses  mesnres  pour  assorer,  k 
partir  du  1  Mai,  de  'blocus  dea  ports  de  Tampico  et  d'Alvarado,  il  a  donn^  des 
ordres  pour  que  sur  une  simple  declaration  du  capitaine  que  son  Mtiment  ne 
transporte  aucune  contrebande  de  guerre,  le  service  du  paquebot  Anglais  avec 
le  port  de  Tampico  ne  soit  entrav6  en  quoi  que  ce  soit. 

Le  soussign^  a  transmis  note  de  cette  decision  au  gouvemement  de  sa  Majeste 
TEmpereur. 

II  saisit,  &c., 

E.  JUBIEX. 


[TranBlaUon.] 

Orizaba,  April  20,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  vice-admiral  commanding-in-chief,  has  the  honor  to  bring 
to  the  knowledge  of  his  excellency  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  English  navid 
forces  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  that  having  taken  measures  for  the  establishment, 
from  the  1st  of  May,  of  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Tampico  and  Alvarado,  he 
has  given  orders  that  upon  a  simple  declaration  by  the  captain  that  his  vessel 
contains  no  contraband  of  war  the  English  mail  steamer  shall  be  in  no  way  hin- 
dered in  its  passage  into  the  port  of  Tampico. 

The  undersigned  has  sent  notice  of  this  decision  to  the  government  of  hia 
Majesty  the  Emperor. 

He  seizes,  &c., 

E.  JURIEN. 


No.  17. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Hammonds 

Admiralty,  June  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Dunlop,  dated  the  17th  April,  iQ 
explanation  of  the  proceedings  of  her  Majesty's  commissioners  in  Mexico,  and 
relative  to  the  arrest  of  Geneml  Miramon. 
I  am,  &c«» 

n    PAHPT 
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[Ifinclcwnre  in  No.  17  ] 

Commodore  Dunlop  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 

Orizaba,  April  17,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledpre  having  this  day  received  the  dupli- 
cate of  your  letter  to  Sir  A.  Milne  of  March  11,  with  Mr.  Hammond's  letter 
from  the  Foreign  Office  of  March  10,  enclosed,  relative  to  my  despatch  of 
January  30,  reporting  the  arrest  of  the  ex-president  of  Mexico,  General 
Miramon,  and  my  intention  to  send  him  back  to  Havana;  and  stating  that 
Earl  Russell  suggests,  that  it  should  be  pointed  out  to  Commodore  Dunlop 
that  it  is  far  from  the  wish  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  kindle  a  civil 
war  in  Mexico,  and  consequently  the  protection  of  the  British  flag,  and  the 
permission  to  land  under  it,  were  very  properly  withheld  from  General 
Miramon,  whose  arrival  would  probably  have  given  rise  to  such  civil  war; 
but  Commodore  Dunlop  must  not  suppose  that  her  Majesty's  government 
have  undertaken  to  inaugurate  a  new  era,  or  to  attempt  the  reformation  of 
Mexico,  the  object  of  her  Majesty's  government  being  definite,  and  limited 
to  the  protection  of  British  p(irson8  and  property. 

2.  And  it  is  further  stated  in  Mr.  Hammond's  letter  that  Commodore  Dun- 
lop does  not  sufficiently  explain  why  the  restriction  was  applied  to  General 
Miramon  alone,  and  not  also  to  his  numerous  followers,  &c.;  and  that  it  is 
not  explained  why,  as  it  was  intended  to  send  General  Miramon  back  in  a 
ship-of-war,  a  delay  was  suffered  to  take  place  before  his  departure, 
&c.,  &c. 

3.  I  feel  great  confidence  that  when  the  whole  of  my  correspondence  has 
reached  their  lordships,  and  placed  before  them  in  detail  each  link  of  the 
chain  of  events  in  Mexico,  the}'  will  see  how  very  complicated  and  difficult 
a  position  the  British  commissioners  occupied,  and  what  very  great  care 
was  necessary  to  enable  them  to  continue  a  united  action  with  some  of 
their  colleagues  until  it  was  apparent  that  the  convention  of  October  was 
no  longer  to  be  considered  the  basis  of  their  policy,  and  that  immediately 
this  fact  was  clearly  developed  they  did  not  hesitate  to  withdraw  from  a 
common  action,  which,  if  continued,  would  have  involved  her  Majesty's 
government  in  serious  difficulties. 

4.  I  am  equally  confident  that  when  all  these  details  are  fairly  laid  before 
her  Majesty's  government,  and  the  whole  policy  undeviatingly  pursued  by 
their  agents  thus  explained,  it  will  be  manifest  that  from  first  to  last  they 
have  been  guided  solely  by  the  convention  of  October  and  their  instructions, 
and  that  they  have  never  for  one  moment  lost  sight  of  the  one  great  object 
of  adhering  tt>  the  spirit  of  the  policy  indicated  therein;  that  never  for  one 
moment  have  they  lost  sight  of  the  paramount  importance  of  placing  above 
the  possibility  of  doubt  the  fact  that  her  Majesty's  government  had  no 
concealed  objects  in  view  in  sending  a  British  force  to  Mexico,  that  the 
object  of  their  doing  so  was  fairly  and  honestly  set  before  the  world  in  the 
convention  of  October,  and  that  when  that  convention  ceased  to  be  the  rule 
of  the  united  action  of  the  allied  commissioners  it  was  time  for  them  to 
separate. 

5  The  long  intervals  between  the  arrival  of  my  reports  in  England  led 
to  a  judgment  being  formed  on  isolated  portions  of  my  conduct,  and  I 
regret  to  see  that  expressions  used  in  some  of  my  despatches  have  been 
supposed  Ur  imply  an  inclination  on  my  part  to  follow  a  policy  which  I 
never  for  one  moment  contemplated,  and  that  alarm  was  raised  that  I  was 
the  advocate  of  some  wild  and  absurb  scheme  for  the  "  regeneration  of 
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Mexico,"  and  entertained  a  quixotic  idea  of  "  inaugurating  a  new  era"  in 
that  republic. 

6.  In  making  use  of  the  word  "  regeneration  "  in  paragraphs  14  and  24  of 
my  letter  to  you  of  January  15,  and  of  the  words  "inaugurate  a  new  era" 
in  paragraph  20  of  my  letter  to  Sir  A.  Milne  of  January  30, 1  did  so  in  a 
very  limited  sense.  I  was  far  from  entertaining  the  inflated  idea  that  her 
Majesty's  government,  forgetful  of  the  wrongs  of  British  subjects  and  the 
large  sums  of  money  due  to  them,  wished  to  appear  only  as  the  benefactor 
and  guardian  angel  of  Mexico,  and  had  sent  a  force  there  with  that  view 
alone;  my  thoughts,  in  making  use  of  these  words,  were  confined  to  giving 
our  moral  support  to  the  formation  of  a  strong  government,  from  which  we 
might  hope  for  a  redress  of  our  grievances.  The  formation  of  such  a  gov- 
ernment was  the  furthest  reach  of  my  hopes  for  the  "regeneration  of 
Mexico,"  and  would  indeed  have  been  the  "  inauguration  of  a  new  era  in  its 
history." 

7.  I  regret  sincerely  that  by  an  ill-considered  choice  of  language  on  my 
part  1  should  have  forfeited  the  confidence  of  her  Majesty's  government^ 
but  I  am  sanguine,  as  I  have  before  had  the  honor  to  state,  that  when  the 
proceedings  of  Sir  0.  Wyke  and  myself  are  spread  in  one  continuous  hne 
before  the  government  for  judgment,  that  the  confidence  will  be  fully 
restored. 

8.  With  reference  to  that  portion  of  Mr.  Hammond's  letter  which  implies 
that  Sir  C.  Wyke  and  myself  "  assigned  interference  in  the  internal  affairs 
of  Mexico  "  as  the  main  object  of  the  tripartite  convention,  rather  than  the 
redress  of  wrongs  done  by  Mexico,  I  beg  respectfully  to  refer  to  my  letter  of 
January  15  to  you,  in  paragraphs  24  and  25  of  which  the  reason  is  given  why 
the  commissioners  were  obliged,  in  addressing  their  letter  to  the  president, 
to  say  less  of  their  claims  and  the  redress  of  their  grievances  than  of  the 

'wishes  of  their  government  for  the  welfare  of  Mexico. 

9.  The  views  of  the  commissioners  were  so  much  at  variance  with  respect 
to  the  justice  of  certain  claims  that  they  could  not  agree  to  commit  their 
respective  governments  to  their  support,  and  they  were  all  equally  without 
instructions  to  guide  them  in  such  a  predicament;  it  was  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  address  a  letter  to  the  president  that  woula  enable  them  to  gain 
time  for  their  new  instructions  to  arrive,  without  exposing  the  serious 
dilemma  in  which  they  found  themselves  in  the  very  first  step  in  the  allied 
intervention.  I  would  beg  also  respectfully  to  call  to  their  lordships' 
recollection  that  Sir  C.  Wyke  and  myself  were  not  acting  alone — we  had 
three  colleagues,  holding  very  different  opinions  and  views;  that  these  con- 
fiicting  opinions  and  views  had  to  be  amalgamated  with  something  ap- 
proaching uniformity;  that  this  amalgamation  was  a  work  of  extreme  diffi- 
culty from  the  very  first  day  of  our  meeting  in  conference;  that  it  required 
forhearence  to  the  extent  of  even  yielding  occasionally  minor  points  for  the 
sake  of  preserving  harmony  of  action,  so  long  as  this  conld  be  done  without 
the  sacrifice  of  the  ruling  principle  given  us  as  our  guide;  and  I  feel 
certain  that  their  lordships  and  her  Majesty's  government,  when  they  take 
into  consideration  the  difficulties  that  surrounded  us,  will  sec  that  the 
British  commissioners  could  not  be  held  responsible  for  every  sentiment  and 
high-sounding  word  that  found  its  way  into  the  collective  notes  addressed 
at  various  times  to  the  Mexican  authorities. 

10.  The  very  difference  in  the  idioms  and  phrases  employed  in  the  three 
languages  accounts  lor  expressions  that  would  not  naturally  be  found  in  a 
strictly  English  composition. 

11.  With  reference  to  the  arrest  of  General  Miramon,  I  would  beg  permis- 
sion again  to  refer  to  my  despatch  to  Sir  Alexander  Milne  of  January  30, 
in  which  1  have  endeavoured  to  show  the  very  strong  opposition  raised  to 
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it  \)y  th^  >^r\iole  of  our  cotkagues,  which  was  pushed  tro  the  farthest  limits 
that  it  would  bear;  add  it  was  only  the  firm  adherence  to  our  purpose  by 
Sir  C.  Wyke  and  myeelf  that  rendered  this  opposition  fraitless;  for,  had  we 
a  J  lowed  ourselves  to  be  swayed  by  it,  not  only  would  Miramon  have  landed 
but  he  would  uiw  be  with  General  Almonte  and  his  partisans. 

12.  The  reason  Miramon's  adherents  were  not  arrested  is — 

FirfU.  There  was  no  means  to  identify  them;  they  were  only  known 
after  they  landed.  Miramon  himself  came  with  a  false  passport,  under  the 
name  of  Miguel  Fernandez,  and  1  was  obliged  to  procure  a  person  in  Vem 
Cruz  to  identify  him,  which  could  not  be  done  with  his  followers,  who  were 
mixed  with  the  crowd  of  passengers. 

Secondly,  It  appeared  to  Sir  C.  Wyke  and  myself  that  we  had  not  suf- 
ficient excuse  for  arresting  every  one  on  board  the  packet  supposed  to  be 
friendly  to  Miramon.  We  should  have  exposed  ourselves  to  the  danger  of 
being  involved  in  serious  complications  had  we  done  so,  and  we  should 
have  irritated  our  colleagueH  to  an  extent  that  we  considered  would  have 
been  injurious  to  the  service  we  had  in  view. 

13.  The  reason  that  some  delay  took  place  between  the  arrest  of  Miramon 
and  his  being  sent  back  to  Havana  was  partly  because  the  destination  of 
the  vessel  in  which  he  was  originally  intended  to  go  (the  "  Mersey '')  was 
changed,  and  partly  because  I  did  not  wish  him  to  reach  Havana  only  to 
return  immediately  and  land  on  the  coast  of  Mexico.  This  delay,  though 
short,  was  sufficient  to  prove  to  him  that  there  were  many  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  his  success;  and  consequently,  on  his  arrival  at  Havana,  he  took  the 
packet  that  sailed  the  next  day  for  Cadiz. 

14.  With  reference  to  the  arrival  of  General  Almonte,  who  came,  likewise, 
in  one  of  the  British  packets,  I  never  heard  of  it  until  he  was  on  shore. 

16.  He  called  on  each  of  the  commissioners,  I  believe.  To  me  he  stated 
the  nature  of  his  interview  with  public  men  in  Paris,  and  his  views  with 
reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy  in  Mexico. 

16.  The  French  general,   Lorencez  afterwards  informed  me  that  it  was 
intended  that  Almonte  should  have  come  to  Mexico  in  the  French  man-of- 
war  that  brought  him  and  his  staff,  and  this  was  only  prevented  by  General 
Almonte's  illness. 
I  am,  &c., 

HUGH  DDNLOP. 


No.  18. 
Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

FoRBiON  Office,  June  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  Earl  Russell  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  enclosing 
copies  of  despatches  from  Commodore  Dunlop  reporting  occurrences  in  Mexico 
up  to  the  last  date. 

Lord  Russell  desires  me  to  request  that  you  will  inform  the  lords  commis- 
sioners of  the  admiralty  that  he  considers  Commodore  Dunlop  to  deserve  the 
highest  credit  for  the  straightforwardness  and  honesty  of  his  conduct.  His 
diplomatic  course  was  naturally  and  properly  subordinate  to  that  of  his  col- 
league, Sir  Charles  Wyke. 

1  am  further  to  state  that  her  Majesty's  government  entirely  approve  of  the 
British  flag  having  been  hauled  down  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  of  the  small  force  of 
marines,  which  had  been  left  there,  having  been  withdrawn. 

Her  Majesty's  government  intend  to  send  despatches  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke 
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by  the  first  opportunity,  and  it  would  be  extremely  convenient  if,  at  a  time  to 
be  hereafter  fixed,  a  ship-of-war  could  be  sent  to  Vera  Cruz  by  Admiral  Milne 
to  bring  Sir  Charles  Wyke  to  New  York  or  to  Bermuda. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOND. 


No.  19. 
Mr.  Jtammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Foreign  Opficp,  June  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  Earl  Ilussell  your  further  letters  of  the  2d  instant, 
enclosing  despatches  from  Commodore  Dunlop. 

Commodore  Dunlop  adverts  more  particularly  to  the  observations  which,  in 
my  letter  of  the  10th  of  March,  I  made,  by  Lord  XtusseU's  directions,  with 
reference  to  the  proceedings  taken  towards  General  Miramon  and  his  followers, 
and  to  the  proclamation  addressed  to  the  Mexican  nation  by  the  commissioners 
of  the  allied  powers  shortly  after  their  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz ;  and  in  both  he 
justifies  the  conduct  which  he  has  pursued  in  the  difficult  and  embarrassing 
position  in  which  he  has  been  placed. 

I  am  to  request  that  you  w^l  state  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admi- 
ralty that  Lord  Ilussell  accepts,  as  satisfactory,  the  explanation  ofi'ered  by  Com- 
modore Dunlop  in  regard  to  the  reasons  by  which  he  was  influenced  in  the  very 
emban*as8ing  position  in  which  he  was  placed  by  the  conduct  of  the  French 
commissioners,  and  that  his  lordship  sees  no  reason  for  withdrawing  from  Com- 
modore Dunlop  the  confidence  of  her  Majesty's  government. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOND. 


No.  20. 
Earl  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  June  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  received  from  Sir  Charles  Wyke  and 
Commodore  Dunlop  despatches  of  the  greatest  importance. 

It  appears  that  after  the  unfortunate  rupture  of  the  conference  of  the  9th  of 
April,  and  the  declared  resolution  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries  to  overthrow 
the  government  of  Juarez,  the  British  plenipotentiaries  proceeded  to  Puebla, 
and  there  signed  with  General  Doblado,  the  minister  of  foreign  a&irs  of  the 
republic,  a  convention  for  the  settlement  of  British  claims,  and  the  prevention 
of  outrages  and  insults  against  the  persons  of  her  Majesty's  subjects. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  taken  into  serious  deliberation  the  proprietj 
of  ratifying  this  convention. 

There  are  considerations  arising  from  the  situation  of  the  government  of 
Juarez  and  out  of  the  convention  of  London  which  have  been  the  subject  of 
anxious  attention. 

The  language  of  Sir  Charles  Wyke  and  Commodore  Dunlop— one  in  the 
diplomatic  and  the  other  in  the  navid  service  of  her  Majesty — ^has  been  uniform 
and  consistent. 

They  consider  the  government  of  Juarez  as  representing  legality  by  the 
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legitimate  succession  of  Jnarez  to  the  presidency  in  default  of  President  Oomon- 
fort,  and  as  representing  internal  force  by  virtue  of  the  energy  and  ability  of 
General  Doblado.  They  deny  all  knowledge  of  the  injuries  alleged  to  have 
been  sustained  by  French  subjects  subsequently  to  the  convention  of  Soledad, 
and  affirm  that  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  did  not  specify  to  them  the  nature  or 
circumstances  of  such  injuries. 

Her  Majesty's  government  consider  that  what  has  occurred  in  the  last  few 
months  in  Mexico  may  be  thus  briefly  summed  up : 

1.  The  allied  powers,  by  the  convention  of  October  31,  agreed  upon  a  de- 
mand on  Mexico  for  redress  of  wrongs  suffered  by  them,  and  upon  a  hostile 
operation  on  the  coast  of  Mexico,  namely,  taking  possession  of  different  fortresses 
and  military  positions  on  the  Mexican  coast,  and  accomplishing  other  operations, 
which,  on  the  spot,  might  be  judged  to  be  best  calculated  to  realize  the  objects 
specified  in  the  preamble  of  the  convention,  and  specifically  to  insure  the  safety 
of  foreign  residents. 

2.  Upon  the  landing  of  the  allied  forces,  very  violent  proclamations  were 
issued  by  the  government  of  Mexico,  treating  the  allies  as  pirates. 

3.  An  agreement  was,  however,  afterwards  made  between  General  Prim  and 
General  Doblado,  by  which  the  allied  forces  were  to  be  allowed  to  pass  the 
defiles  and  to  occupy  Cordova,  Orizaba,  and  Tehuacan. 

4.  A  convention,  signed  by  M.  Dubois  de  Saligny  and  Admiral  Jurien  de  la 
Graviere,  as  well  as  by  the  British  and  Spanish  commissioners,  was  afterwards 
made ;  according  to  which  the  allied  commissioners  were  to  meet  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  Mexican  government  at  Orizaba,  which  meeting  was  afterwards 
fixed  to  take  place  on  the  15th  of  April. 

5.  Before  that  day  arrived,  namely,  on  the  9th  of  April,  a  conference  was 
held,  at  which  the  French  commissioners  declared  their  intention  to  break  off  all 
negotiation  with  the  government  of  Juarez,  and  to  lead  the  French  troops  to 
Mexico.  The  British  and  Spanish  commissioners  refused  to  concur  in  this  step, 
and  declared  they  saw  no  reason  for  not  pursuing  the  negotiation  according  to 
the  convention  of  Soledad. 

Her  Majesty's  government  having  approved  of  the  conduct  of  Sir  Charles 
Wyke  and  Commodore  Dunlop,  are  at  this  time  perfectly  free  to  negotiate  with 
the  government  of  Juarez,  and  to  conclude  and  ratify  a  convention  with  the 
said  government. 


No.  21. 
Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.  1 


Mexico,  May  11,  1862. 

Having  learnt,  on  the  3l8t  of  April,  from  General  Doblado,  that  the  conven- 
tion which  I  had  signed  with  him  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month  had  been  duly 
ratified  by  the  president,  I  started  on  the  following  day  for  the  city  of  Mexico, 
accompanied  by  Commodore  Dunlop,  Mr.  Walsham,  and  Mr.  Consul  Glennie, 
as  I  informed  your  lordship  I  would  do  in  my  despatch  of  the  29th  ultimo. 

On  my  arrival  here  I  paid  a  private  visit  to  the  president,  during  the  course 
of  which  I  explained  to  his  excellency,  as  well  as  to  General  Doblado,  that  my 
presence  in  Mexico  should  in  no  way  be  looked  upon  as  a  renewal  of  relations 
on  my  part  between  the  two  governments,  for  such  a  formal  act  could  only  be 
performed  by  me  in  the  event  of  the  convention  of  the  28th  ultimo  being  ratified 
by  her  Majesty's  government,  and  that  in  the  meantime  I  wished  to  reside  here 
merely  in  the  character  of  a  private  individual. 
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Both  the  president  and  his  minister  appreciated  my  motive  for  making  such 
a  declaration,  and  therefore  the  understanding  between  us  on  this  subject  was 
complete. 

Since  my  arrival  here  I  have  endeavored  to  remove  the  only  objection  that 
can  reasonably  be  brought  against  the  convention  signed  with  General  Doblado 
on  the  28th  ultimo,  which  consisted,  in  the  absence  of  any  material  guarantee, 
to  secure  the  punctual  folfilment  of  its  stipulations. 

This  was  no  easy  matter,  as  your  lordship  will  easily  imagine,  from  the  dif- 
ficulty of  obtaining  a  guarantee  that  would  not  prove  to  us  a  greater  burden  to 
retain  than  it  was  worth. 

From  the  extremely  unhealthy  nature  of  the  climate  on  both  the  coasts,  we 
could  not,  during  six  months  of  the  year,  occupy  any  of  their  ports,  even  were 
the  government  willing  to  surrender  any  of  them  to  us,  which  they  would  not 
have  been,  and  therefore  such  a  guarantee  would  have  been  useless,  even  if 
attainable.  Everything  else  that  they  possess  is  either  mortgaged  or  would  be 
useless  to  us,  and  I  was  therefore  sorely  puzzled  what  to  do,  until  the  idea 
struck  me  that  I  might  conciliate  their  interests  with  our  own  in  this  matter  in 
a  manner  that  I  will  now  describe. 

From  the  state  of  disorder  and  anarchy  prevailing  in  many  of  the  mose  distant 
states,  in  consequence  of  the  long  continuance  of  civil  war,  several  of  the  gov- 
ernors of  such  states,  and  particularly  of  those  on  the  Pacific  seaboard,  have 
become  independent  in  all  but  the  name,  and  thereby  retain  the  revenues  of  the 
custom-houses  in  that  part  of  the  republic,  instead  of  transmitting  their  proceeds 
to  the  central  government. 

This  state  of  things  causes  a  loss  of  revenue  to  the  federal  government  of 
nearly  (4,000,000  annually,  whilst  the  London  and  convention  bondholders  loee 
a  certain  percentage  to  which  they  are  entitled,  but  now  never  obtain,  on  botli 
the  import  and  export  duties  levied  at  those  ports. 

As,  therefore,  both  the  government  and  ourselves  lose  firom  one  and  the  same 
cause,  I  proposed  to  General  Doblado  that  we  should  add  an  additional  article 
to  our  convention,  by  which  I  should  be  entitled  to  occupy  any  one  or  more  of 
such  ports  by  her  Majesty's  forces  whenever  the  percentage  of  duties  due  to 
British  subjects  there  was  not  duly  paid  over  to  us  as  agreed  on. 

This,  I  told  him,  would,  during  the  time  that  the  temporary  occupation  of 
such  places  lasted,  prove  as  beneficial  to  the  central  government  as  it  would  to 
us,  for  they  would  then  receive  what  fairly  belonged  to  them,  at  the  same  time 
that  we  paid  ourselves. 

The  reasoning  was  too  just  not  to  be  admitted,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
humiliation  in  a  national  point  of  view  was  urged  as  au  argument  against  such 
a  concession,  which  would  be  sure  to  call  forth  a  strong  opposition  on  the  part 
of  the  ultra-liberal  or  so-called  patriotic  party. 

We  finally  overcame  this  difficulty  by  so  wording  the  article  that  the  conces- 
sion was  only  to  last  until  the  final  extinction  of  civil  war  and  the  re-establi^h- 
ment  of  the  government's  legitimate  authority  in  the  more  distant  parts  of  the 
country,  when  they  would,  of  course,  for  their  own  honor  and  credit^  fulfil  their 
engagements  towards  us,  though,  at  the  same  time,  it  might  be  prolonged  by  the 
mutual  consent  of  the  high  contracting  parties. 

As  such  a  happy  state  of  things  is,  I  fear,  far  distant,  we  have  by  thfs  con- 
cession, which  was  at  last  granted  after  some  opposition  on  the  president's* 'part, 
secured  for  some  time  to  come  a  positive  and  material  guarantee  for  the  payment 
of  considerable  sums  of  money  due  to  British  subjects,  which  they  have  hitherto 
almost  given  up  all  hope  of  ever  receiving. 

The  advantage  thus  gained  is  a  most  important  one,  and  will  considerably  add 
^  *^^  value  of  a  convention  which,  in  other  respects  also,  is  so  beneficial  to 
British  interests  in  this  republic. 

In  order  to  execute  t\i^  \jla\i  thus  combined,  we  should  have  at  least  three 
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▼easels-of-war  stationed  on  the  Mexican-Pacific  coast  during  the  healthy  season, 
which  I  helieve  lasts  about  six  months,  provided  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
marines  each  to  land  and  form  a  guard  at  the  custom-houses  and  gates  of  the 
respective  towns  which,  for  the  time  being,  we  may  choose  to  occupy  for  the 
above-mentioned  purpose. 

I  herewith  enclose  copy  of  the  additional  article  referred  to,  which  is  already 
agreed  on  between  General  Doblado  and  myself,  and  will  be  duly  signed  and 
sealed  by  us  to-morrow  morning,  as  well  as  ratified  by  the  president. 

This,  added  to  the  convention,  I  shall  deliver  to  Commodore  Dunlop,  who 
will  leave  Mexico  for  Vera  Cruz  on  Thursday  next,  from  which  place  he  will 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  forwarding  it  to  your  lordship. 


[EDcloBure  in  No.  21.] 


Additional  article  to  the"  treaty  between  Great    'Britain  and  Mexico  of  April 

28,  1862. 

Inasmuch  as  it  has  been  proved  by  experience  that  the  government  of  the 
anion,  from  circumstances  not  within  its  control,  and  from  the  continuance  of  the 
civil  war,  is  at  times  unable  to  make  good  its  authority  in  those  parts  of  the 
republic  which  are  at  a  distance  from  the  capital,  the  two  high  contracting  parties, 
with  the  view  of  remedying  this  evil  in  future,  and  of  affording  to  British  sub- 
jects a  real  guarantee  for  the  due  fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
the  28th  of  April  last,  have  agreed  to  the  following  article  being  added  to  the 
aforesaid  treaty : 

ADDITIONAL  ARTICLE. 

Whenever  any  of  the  authorities  in  the  maritime  custom-houses  withhold,  or 
cause  to  be  withheld,  the  payment  of  moneys  due  to  British  creditors  under  ex- 
isting conventions,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  minister  may,  upon  giving  due  notice 
thereof  to  the  Mexican  government,  employ  the  armed  force  of  his  nation  in  the 
mutual  interest  of  the  two  countries,  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  the  port  or 
ports  in  which  such  a  violation  of  treaty  engagements  shall  have  taken  place, 
and  remain  in  such  occupation  until,  in  the  opinion  of  the  two  governments,  the 
authorities  shall  have  been  brought  to  order,  and  the  subjects  of  her  Majesty 
satisfied. 

The  above  concession  shall  only  remain  in  force  until  peace  be  re-established 
in  the  republic  upon  a  firm  and  lasting  basis,  and  is  then  to  cease,  unless  for 
reasons  of  mutual  convenience  the  two  nations  agree  to  its  being  prolonged. 

The  present  additional  article  shall  have  the  same  force  and  validity  as  if  it 
was  inserted,  word  for  word,  in  the  treaty  signed  on  the  aforesaid  28th  of  April 
last.  It  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  at  the  same 
time. 

In  witness  whereof  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  have  signed  the  same,  and 
have  affixed  thereto  their  respective  seals. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  the  12th  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1862. 


C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 
HUGH  DUNLOP. 
MANUEL  DOBLADO. 


L.  S, 
L.  S. 
L.  S. 
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No.  22. 

Earl  Cowley  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Paris,  June  13,  1862. 

I  called  this  afternoon  upon  M.  Thouvenel  for  the  purpose  of  communicating 
to  his  excellency  your  lordship's  despatch  of  yesterday's  date  relative  to  the 
convention  signed  at  Puebla  on  the  28th  of  April,  between  Sir  Charles  Wyke 
and  Captain  Dunlop  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government,  and  General  Do- 
blado  on  the  part  of  President  Juarez. 

M.  Thouvenel  after  reading  your  lordship's  despatch  observed  that  there  could 
be  no  question  as  to  the  right  of  the  British  plenipotentiaries  to  conclude  the  treaty 
in  question  after  the  occurrences  which  had  taken  place  in  the  conference  of  the  9th 
April,  but  nevertheless  he  must  question  the  advisability  of  the  proceeding.  After 
the  unfortunate  turn  which  affairs  had  taken  in  Mexico,  would  it  not,  he  must  ask 
himself,  have  been  more  prudent  if  Sir  C.  Wyke  had  momentarily  abstained,  as  he 
had  announced  the  intention  of  doing,  from  further  intercourse  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Juarez,  and  watched  the  progress  of  events  1  He  saw  no  reason  for  this 
great  hurry;  her  Majesty's  government,  after  late  events,  could  hardly  have 
inuch  confidence  in  the  fulfilment  by  President  Juarez  of  his  engagements. 
Why  not  let  it  be  seen  whether  the  successful  progress  of  the  French  expedi- 
tion might  not  be  followed  by  the  institution  of  a  government  more  worthy  of 
trust  ?  As  it  was,  it  could  not  be  denied  that  Sir  C.  Wyke  in  treating  with  the 
government  of  Juarez  had  given  it  a  moral  support,  which,  under  the  circum- 
stances, might  be  followed  by  important  consequences,  for  it  might  enable  him 
to  continue  a  struggle  which  might  otherwise  have  been  hopeless.  For  these 
reasons,  without  at  all  disputing  the  right  of  her  Majesty's  representative  to 
conclude  the  treaty.  Tie  must  regret  the  act  itself. 

I  replied  to  M.  Thouvenel  that  it  was  the  French  plenipotentiaries  who  were 
the  cause  of  this  state  of  affairs.  After  consenting  to  treat  with  the  government  of 
Juarez  they  had  suddenly  changed  their  mind,  but  it  would  have  been  very  diffi- 
cult for  the  British  plenipotentiaries,  differing  as  they  did  in  their  conclusions 
from  their  French  colleagues,  to  refuse  to  continue  the  negotiation  which,  in 
sending  an  ultimatum  to  the  Juarez  government,  they  had  themselves  invited. 

With  respect  to  the  little  confidence  to  be  placed  in  Juarez,  I  said  that  there 
was  no  reason  why  more  faith  should  be  placed  in  Almonte,  or  any  other  of  the 
aspirants  to  the  presidency  with  whom  the  French  might  be  willing  to  treat. 
Her  Majesty's  plenipotentiaries  had  entered  into  negotiations  with  the  personfl 
whom  they  had  found  in  office,  and  who,  whether  good  or  bad,  represented  the 
country ;  and  there  appeared  more  chance  of  an  arrangement  with  them  being 
observed  hereafter  than  one  entered  into  with  persons  introduced  to  power 
through  foreign  bayonets. 


No.  23. 
Earl  Russell  to  Earl  Cmclcy, 

Foreign  Office.  June  14,  1862. 

Mv  Lord  :  The  Count  de  Flahault  read  to  me  yesterday  a  despatch  of  M. 
Thouvenel  on  the  affairs  of  Mexico. 

M.  Thouvenel  does  not  dispute  the  strict  right  of  this  country,  afler  what  has 
occurred,  to  separate  its  action  entirely  from  that  of  France,  and  conclude  a  con- 
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vention  with  Mexico  for  the  redress  of  its  own  wrongs.  But  he  deplores  the 
attitude,  in  antagonism  to  France,  which  Great  Britain  will  thus  assume  in 
Mexico.  He  had  hoped  that  Sir  C.  Wyke,  in  conformity  with  his  previous  in- 
tentions, would  have  come  to  England,  and  have  left  it  for  France  to  pursue  in 
Mexico  those  plans  which  in  a  short  time  must  either  establish  order  or  fail  in 
doing  so ;  that  Great  Britain  would  have  lost  nothing  by  such  conduct,  as  the 
government  of  Almonte,  equally  with  that  of  Juarez,  would  have  been  ready  to 
do  justice  to  British  claims ;  but  the  present  convention  gives  a  kind  of  moral 
support  to  the  government  of  Juarez,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  has  an  influence 
unfavorable  to  the  endeavors  of  France  to  promote  the  establishment  of  a  better 
order  of  things. 

I  said  I  thought  it  could  hardly  be  denied  that  Sir  C.  Wyke  was  fully  justi- 
fied in  the  course  he  took  at  the  conference  of  Orizaba.  M.  Dubois  de  Saliguy 
had  there  declared  the  intention  of  the  French  commissioners  to  march  upon 
Mexico,  and  break  off  all  relations  with  the  government  of  Juarez  upon  the 
ground  of  certain  injuries  to  French  subjects  which  he  did  not  choose  to  specify. 
The  British  and  Spanish  commissioners  could  do  no  otherwise  than  pursue  the 
pacific  mode  of  conference  which  had  been  arranged  with  the  concurrence  of  all 
the  commissioners. 

I  should  have  been  perfectly  satisfied,  however,  if  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  after 
arranging  the  bases  of  an  agreement  for  the  redress  of  the  grievances  of  British 
subjects,  had  executed  his  intention  of  retiring  to  New  York.  He  had,  how- 
ever, thought  differently,  and  had  signed  a  convention  with  General  Doblado  on 
the  part  of  President  Juarez. 

The  question  for  her  Majesty's  government  at  present  was  whether  if  this 
convention,  signed  with  the  representative  of  a  government  acknowledged  by 
Great  Britain  eighteen  months  ago,  should  be  found  to  grant  the  redress  we 
have  so  long  sought,  her  Majesty  should  be  advised  to  refuse  her  ratification. 
But  before  writing  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke,  her  Majesty's  government  had  thought 
it  right  to  communicate  their  opinion  to  the  governments  of  France  and  Spain. 

I  said,  however,  that  her  Majesty's  government  by  no  means  desired  Sir 
Charles  Wyke  to  take  up  his  residence  at  the  seat  of  the  Juarez  government, 
should  that  government  be  obliged  to  leave  the  city  of  Mexico.  When  Miramon 
presided  over  the  Mexican  government,  Mr.  Mathew  was  directed,  in  case  Mira- 
mon should  leave  the  city  of  Mexico,  not  to  follow  him.  Similar  orders  will  be 
given  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke. 

The  impression  of  her  Majesty's  goveiiiment,  derived  from  the  accounts  of 
their  agents,  were  that  no  Mexican  army  could  resist  the  French  troops,  but  that 
the  majority  of  the  Mexican  people  were  liberal  and  republican,  and  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  the  French  troops  to  establish  monarchy  in  Mexico  with  any 
chance  of  stability. 

I  believed  we  had  only  to  wait  to  see  the  proof  of  the  tnith  of  these  views. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


No.  24. 

Ear!  Cmcley  to  Earl  Russell. 

Paris,  June  14,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  note  from  M.  Thouvenel 
dated  the  7th  instant^  but  which  I  only  received  last  night,  transmitting  two 
copies  of  a  notification  inserted  in  the  "Moniteur  "  of  that  day,  declaring  the 
ports  of  Tampico  and  Alvarado,  in  Mexico,  to  be  blockaded  by  the  French  forces. 
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M.  Thouvenel  requests  me  to  convey  this  notification  to  the  knowledge  of  her 
MAjesty's  government. 
I  have,  &c., 

COWLEY. 


[Enclosure  1  in  No.  24.] 

M.  Thouvenel  to  Earl  Cowley. 

Paris,  le  7  Juin,  1862. 
M.  l'Ambassadeur  :   J'ai  Thonneur  de  vous  addresser  deux  excmplaires 
d'une  notification  ins^r^e  au  "  Moniteur  "  de  ce  jour  dans  le  but  de  faire  con- 
naitre  le  blocus  que  les  forces  Fran9aises  ont  mis  devant  les  ports  de  Tampico 
et  d'AIvarado,  au  Mexique. 

Je  vous  prie  de  vouloir  bien  faire  parvenir  cette  notification  au  gouvemement 
de  sa  Majesty  la  Reine  du  royaume  uni  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  de  Tlrlande. 
Agrdez,  &c., 

THOUVENEL. 


[Translation.] 

Paris,  June  7,  1862. 
M.  l'Ambassadeur  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  two  copies  of  a  notifica- 
tion inserted  in  the  "  Moniteur "  of  this  day,  in  order  to  make  known  the 
blockade  which  the  French  forces  have  established  at  the  ports  of  Tampico  and 
Alvarado  in  Mexico. 

I  beg  you  to  be  kind  enough  to  forward  this  notification  to  the  government  of 
her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
Receive,  &c., 

THOUVENEL. 


[Enclosure  2  in  No.  24.— Extract  from  the  "Moniteur"  of  June  7,  1862.] 

Notification  relative  au  blocus  dcs  Ports  de  Tampico  et  d' Alvarado,  dans  le 

Golfe  du  Mexique, 

D^PARTEMENT  DE  LA  MARINE  ET  DE  CoLOMES. 

II  est  notifid,  par  les  presentes,  que  son  excellence  le  ministre  de  la  marine  et 
des  colonies  a  3t^  informe  par  le  vice-amiral  commandant-en-chef  les  forces 
navales  Fran9ai8es  dans  le  Golfe  du  Mexique,  que  le  1  Mai  dernier,  et  a  partir 
du  dit  jour,  il  a  ete  etablie,  par  les  forces  navales  plac^es  sous  son  commande- 
ment,  un  blocus  effectif  des  ports  de  Tampico  et  d'Alvarado. 

II  est,  en  outre,  notifid  par  les  presentes  que  toutes  les  mesures  autorisees  par 
le  droit  des  gens  et  les  trait6s  respectifs  existant  entre  sa  Majesty  et  les  diffier- 
entes  puissances  neutres  seront  adoptdes  et  ex6cutdes  par  rapport  k  tons  les 
navires  qui  tenteraient  de  violer  le  dit  blocus. 

Paris,  le  5  Juin,  1862. 
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[Translation.] 

Notification  relative  to  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Tampico  and  Alvarado  in 

the  Cridf  of  Mexico. 

Department  of  Marine  and  the  Colonies. 

It  is  hereby  notified  that  his  excellency  the  minister  of  marine  and  the  colo- 
nies has  been  informed  by  the  vice-admiral  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  French 
naval  forces  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  that  an  effective  blockade  of  the  ports  of 
Tampico  and  Alvarado  was  established  on  and  after  the  1st  of  May  last. 

It  is,  moreover,  hereby  notified  that  all  the  measures  authorized  by  the  right 
of  nations,  and  by  the  respective  treaties  existing  between  his  Majesty  and  the 
different  neutral  powers  will  be  adopted  and  put  in  force  in  respect  of  all  ships 
trying  to  violate  the  said  blockade. 

Paris,  June  5,  1862. 


No.  25. 
Earl  Rwsdl  to  Earl  Cowley, 

Foreign  Office,  June  17,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  M.  Thouvenel,  in  conversation  upon  the  subject  of  the  convention 
siened  by  Sir  Cl^^rles  Wyke  and  Commodore  Dunlop  with  General  Doblado, 
said  to  you  that  no  doubt  it  was  our  strict  right  to  make  such  a  convention  ;  but 
that  it  was  not  advisable. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  not  only  strictly  the  right,  but  it  is  also 
strictly  the  duty,  of  the  British  government  to  obtain  for  British  subjects  in 
Mexico  reparation  for  the  wrongs  they  have  suflFered,  and  compensation  for  the 
frauds  and  the  robberies  of  which  they  have  been  victims. 

But,  in  seeking  to  obtain  this  redress,  the  British  government  are  determined 
to  abide  by  the  principles  they  profess,  the  obligations  they  have  contracted, 
and  the  great  rules  of  policy  by  which  the  nation  is  guided. 

Viewed  in  this  light,  her  Majesty's  government  do  not  find  that  the  coilven- 
tion  of  Puebla  contravenes  either  the  principle  of  non-intervention,  or  the 
general  engagement  not  to  seek  any  territorial  dominion  or  separate  advantage 
in  Mexico. 

It  only  proposes  to  do  that  which  England,  France,  and  Spain,  desire  to  do 
jointly,  and  which  since  the  rupture  of  Orizaba  we  must  all  do  separately, 
namely,  to  grant  redress  for  the  just  complaints  of  Great  Britain. 

But  when  the  convention  is  examined  with  a  view  to  ascertain  its  conformity 
to  the  great  rules  of  policy  by  which  the  British  nation  is  guided,  her  Majesty's 
government  are  not  at  all  satisfied  with  several  of  its  provisions. 

For  instance,  it  recognizes,  in  a  most  inconvenient  manner,  a  treaty  between 
Mexico  and  the  United  States,  by  which  Mexico  is  to  obtain  a  loan,  and  the 
United  States  a  security,  in  the  vast  waste  lands  of  Mexico. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  not  fully  informed  of  all  the  articles  of  this 
treaty  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States,  but  it  may  contain  provisions 
injurious  to  the  independence  of  Mexico,  and  a  previous  recognition  of  the 
treaty  might  be  held  to  bar  objections  which  Great  Britain  may  feel  bound  to 
make. 

The  convention  proceeds,  in  case  the  treaty  with  the  United  States  should 
not  be  ratified,  to  grant  the  same  property  in  the  waste  lands  to  the  British 
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government.  But  the  title  to  this  security  might  be  disputed ;  and,  while  the 
assertion  of  such  a  title  might  involve  this  country  in  a  conflict  with  other 
power»,  and  with  Mexico  itself,  its  abandonment  might  render  us  liable,  in  an 
inconvenient  degree,  to  the  claims  of  the  British  bondholders. 

A  supplementary  article  signed  at  Mexico  on  the  12th  of  May,  providing  for 
the  occupation  of  certain  Mexican  ports  by  British  naval  forces,  is  open  in  a 
TDUch  greater  degree  to  objections  of  the  same  nature. 

For  these  reasons  her  Majesty's  government,  while  still  intent  upon  obtaining 
redress  from  Mexico  for  British  subjects,  will  decline  to  ratify  the  convention  of 
Puebla,  and  the  supplementary  article  of  Mexico  of  the  12th  of  May. 

Her  Majesty's  government  having  given  no  instructions  to  their  plenipo- 
tentiaries to  conclude  this  convention,  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  decline  to 
ratify  it  without  committing  any  breach  of  faith  towards  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment. 

In  doing  so,  her  Majesty's  government  are  glad  that  circumstances  should 
unable  us,  with  honor,  to  avoid  that  which  would  appear  to  widen  the  political 
reparation  between  England  and  France  with  regard  to  Mexican  affairs.  That 
separation  was,  however,  begun  by  the  unfortunate  decision  taken  by  M.  Dubois 
de  Saligny  and  Admiral  Jurien  de  la  Graviere  to  break  away  from  the  negotia- 
tions entered  upon  by  the  three  allied  powers,  and  to  commence  active  hostilities 
figainst  Mexico. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  rejoiced  that  they  are  not  obliged,  at  a  moment 
when  the  French  expeditionary  force  appears  to  be  in  difficulties,  to  take  a  step 
which  might  have  borne  the  character  of  aggravating  those  difficulties,  and 
might  have  implied  feelings  on  the  part  of  the  British  government  which  they 
are  far  from  entertaining  towards  that  of  the  Emperor. 

The  instructions  to  be  given  to  Sir  Charles  Wyke  will  require  some  further 
consideration,  and  as  they  will  not  be  sent  before  the  1st  of  July  there  is  time 
sufficient  for  that  consideration. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


No.  26. 

Earl  Cowley  to  Earl  Russell, 

[Extract.] 

Paris,  June  18,  1862. 
It  is  my  duty  to  bring  to  your  lordship's  notice  the  enclosed  "expost?  des 
motifs,"  extracted  from  the  "Moniteur,"  and  signed  by  General  Allard,  one  of 
the  imperial  commissioners  to  defend  and  explain  the  military  budget  before 
the  legislative  body,  recommending  the  adoption  of  a  '*projet  de  loi"  authoriz- 
ing an  augmented  grant  of  7,000,000  of  francs  for  the  war  department,  and 
of  8,000,000  of  francs  for  that  of  the  marine,  which  contains  the  following 
passage : 

"Dans  I'intervalle  qui  s'est  c^coule  depuis  ce  jour,  I'Espagne  et  I'Angleterre 
ont  cru  devoir  retirer  leurs  troupes  du  Mexique,  et  un  petit  corps  Fran^ais,  de 
7,000  hommes,  est  restu  seul  charge  de  continuer  les  operations  commenc^es  en 
i!ommun." 

To  this  statement,  so  completely  at  variance  with  facts — no  British  troops, 
properiy  speaking,  having  landed  on  Mexican  soil — I  this  afternoon  called  M. 
Thouvenel's  attention. 


PRESENT   CONDITION   OF     MEXICO.  797 

I  said  that  her  Majesty's  government  could  have  no  objection  to  the  plain 
truth  beifig  told,  but  that  I  must  protest  against  such  a  representation  from 
the  mouth  of  a  commissioner  of  the  government,  and  that  I  conceived  that  it 
was  M.  Thouveuel's  duty  to  take  measures  for  correcting  it. 

M.  Thouvenel  replied  that  no  doubt  the  statement  was  erroneous,  and  that 
he  would  take  care  that  it  should  be  corrected  before  the  legislative  body  in  the 
explanations  which  M.  Billault  would  be  charged  to  make  to  that  body  relative 
to  the  events  passing  in  Mexico. 

I  shall  remind  M.  Thouvenel  of  this  promise  because  there  is  a  considerable 
amount  of  excitement  against  the  supposed  conduct  of  Great  Britain  at  this 
moment. 


[EDciosure  in  No.  26 — Extract  from  the  **  Moniteur."] 

Annexe  a  la  seance  du  16  Juin. 

Expose  des  motifs  relatif  aux  modifications  d  introduire  dans  le  prcjet  de  lot 
cancemant  les  supplements  de  credits  de  Vexercice  1862. 

Messieurs:  Dans  son  discours  du  21  Janvier  dernier  aux  grands  Qorps  de 
Tetat,  TEmpereur  caracterisait  ainsi  Texpedition  du  Mexique:  "Nous  ne  serious 
en  lutte  avec  personne  si,  au  Mexique,  les  proc^d(5s  d*un  gouvemement  sans 
scrupules  ne  nous  avaient  obliges  de  nous  rdunir  avec  PEspagne  et  TAngleterr^ 
pour  protdger  nos  nationaux  et  reprimer  des  attentats  centre  I'humanite  et  le 
droit  des  gens." 

Dans  Tintervalle  qui  s'est  ^coule  depuis  ce  jour,  TEspagne  et  TAiigleterre 
ont  cm  devoir  retirer  leurs  troupes  du  Mexique,  et  un  petit  corps  Fran^ais,  de 
7,000  hommes,  «st  restd  seul  chargd  de  continuer  les  operations  commencdes  en 
commun. 

Ce  corps,  malgre  son  chiflFre  peu  eleve,  ne  faillira  pas  k  sa  mission  de  civilisa- 
tion, et  sortira  victorieux,  nous  en  avons  Tassurance,  des  dprcuves  qui  peuvent 
lui  etre  reservdes. 

Mais,  quelle  que  soit  notre  confiance  dans  le  succes,  la  prudence  commande 
de  se  mettre  en  mesure  de  pourvoir  aux  eventualities  de  la  guerre,  et  c'est  dans 
ce  but  que  le  gouvemement  vient  dcmander  au  corps  legislatif,  avant  que  sa 
session  ne  se  termine,  les  credits  necessaires  pour  transporter,  au  fur  et  ^  mesure 
des  besoins,  sur  le  theatre  des  operations,  les  renforts  en  hommes  et  en  materiel 
qui  seraient  reconnus  indispensables. 

L*envoi  des  premiers  renforts  aura  lieu  injraediatement. 

Tel  est  Tobjet  des  modifications  que  nous  vous  proposons  d'introduire  dans  la 
loi  des  supplements  de  credits  pour  Texercice  1862,  et  tendant  k  augmenter 
de  7,000,000  francs  les  depenses  du  ministere  de  la  guerre,  et  de  8,000,000 
francs  celles  du  ministere  de  la  marine  et  des  colonies. 

II  est  entendu  que  ces  credits  nouveaux  ne  pourront  recevoir  une  autre  des- 
tination que  celle  des  depenses  affnirentes  a  Texp^dition  du  Mexique. 

"Partout  oil  notre  drapeau  est  engage,"  dit  le  rapport  de  votre  commission 
du  budget,  "nous  le  soutiendrons  ^nergiquement."  Le  gouvemement  n'attendait 
pas  moins  du  patriotisme  du  corps  legislatif,  et  11  a  la  fenne  confiance  qu'il 
rdpondra  unanimement  k  I'appel  qui  lui  est  fait. 

Signe  a  la  minute. 

Le  president  de  section,  rapporteur. 

ALLARD, 
Le  General  de  Dimsion, 

Les  commissaires  du  gouvemement  sont : 

^Memes  commissaires  que  pour  la  loi  des  supplements  de  credits  de  1862. 
D^cret  du  5  Mai,  1860.) 
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[TrHiislatlon.] 
Supplement  to  the  sitting  of  June  16. 

Recitals  of  the  reasons  for  modifying  the  hUl  concerning  the  supplemeniarif 
credits  of  the  financial  statement  of  1862. 

'Gentlemen  :  In  bis  speech  of  the  27th  of  January  last  to  the  legislative 
chambers,  the  Emperor  thus  characterized  the  expedition  to  Mexico  : 

"We  should  not  be  at  strife  with  anybody  if,  in  Mexico,  the  proceedings  of  a 
government  without  scruples  had  not  obliged  us  to  unite  with  Spain  and 
England  to  protect  our  subjects,  and  repress  attempts  against  humanity  and  the 
rights  of  nations." 

In  the  interval  which  has  passed  since  that  day,  Spain  and  England  have 
thought  right  to  withdraw  their  troops  from  Mexico,  and  a  small  French  force 
of  7,000  men  has  remained  alone,  charged  with  carrying  on  the  operations 
begun  in  concert.  ' 

This  force,  in  spite  of  its  smallness,  will  not  fail  in  its  mission  of  civilization, 
and  will  come  victorious,  we  have  the  conviction,  out  of  the  trials  which  nuj 
be  reserved  for  it. 

But  however  great  our  confidence  of  success  may  be,  prudence  commands  ns 
to  take  measures  for  providing  for  the  eventualities  of  war ;  and  it  is  for  this 
purpose  that  the  government  comes  to  ask  the  legislative  body,  before  the  ter- 
mination of  its  session,  for  the  necessary  votes  to  transport,  as  they  may  he 
wanted,  to  the  theatre  of  operations,  the  re-enforcements  of  men  and  materia] 
which  may  be  indispensable. 

The  despatch  of  the  first  re-enforcements  will  take  place  immediately. 

Such  is  the  object  of  the  modifications  which  we  propose  to  you  to  introduce 
into  the  bill  of  the  supplementary  votes  for  the  financial  statement  of  1862, 
which  tends  to  increase  the  expenses  of  the  war  office  by  7,000,000  of  franco, 
and  those  of  the  admiralty  and  colonial  office  by  8,000,000  francs. 

It  is  understood  that  these  new  votes  caimot  be  otherwise  used  than  in  Uie 
expenses  of  the  Mexican  expedition. 

**  Wherever  our  flag  is  engaged,"  says  the  report  of  your  committee  on  the 
budget,  "  we  will  sustain  it  energetically."  The  government  expected  as  much 
from  the  patriotism  of  the  legislative  body,  and  it  has  the  firm  confidence  that 
it  will  respond  unanimously  to  the  call  which  is  made  upon  it. 

Duly  signed. 

The  president  of  section,  reporter. 

ALLARD, 
TheHxeneral  of  Divisum., 

The  commissioners  of  the  government  are : 

(The  same  commissioners  as  for  the  bill  of  the  supplementary  votes  of  1862:. 
Decree  of  the  5th  of  May,  1860.) 


No.  27. 
Earl  Chwley  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Paris,  June  18,  1862. 
The  Emperor  \)e\T\^  ^-^l^^^V,^^  \.c*  \vc\^  «.  <s.wi\!kR\l  m  Paris  to-day,  and  his  Maj- 
esty being  very  anxioxx^  oxi  \X:i^  «»>3Xi^^^\.  ^i'l  ^^  x^^X^^i^x^'^V^  Vsix^^vc^^s^^ 
ernmeut  of  t\\e  X)o\Aa^o  coiiN^\v\Ao\iA  ^xq\&  ^\yq.^  \ft '^.'^\issviM^«v^^^'^s&. 
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receipt,  this  morning,  of  your  lordship's  despatch  of  yesterday's  date,  to  inform 
his  excellency,  confadentially,  that  her  Majesty's  government  had  decided  on 
declining  the  ratification.  I  have  since  seen  his  excellency,  and  read  to  him 
your  lordship's  despatch,  explaining  the  reasons  which  had  actuated  her  Majes- 
ty's government  in  coming  to  this  decision. 

M.  Thouvenel  said  that  the  Emperor  had  learnt  the  determmation  of  her 
Majesty's  government  with  great  satisfaction.  His  excellency  added  that 
although  the  sentiments  of  friendship  for  the  imperial  government,  which  your 
lordship  expresses  at  the  end  of  your  despatch,  had  not  been  the  turning  point 
in  the  decision  taken  by  her  Majesty's  government,  yet  that  he  did  not  receive 
them  with  less  cordiality,  nor  appreciate  them  the'  less. 

His  excellency  then  said  that  it  was  very  probable  that  the  affairs  of  Mexico 
would  be  discussed  in  the  legislative  body  on  Friday  or  Saturday  next,  and  that 
be  should  be  very  glad  to  be  empowered  to  state  on  the  occasion  that  the  Dob- 
lado  convention  would  not  be  ratified  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  said  that  I  would  refer  to  your  lordship  for  instructions,  but  that  I  could 
not  take  upon  myself  to  authorize  the  giving  publicity  in  France  to  a  matter 
which,  as  far  as  1  was  aware,  had  not  yet  been  made  known  in  England. 


No.  28. 
Earl  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley, 

Foreign  Office,  June  19,  1862. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  received  your  lordship's  despatch  of  yesterday's  date, 
calling  my  attention  to  the  "expos^  des  motifs,"  signed  by  General  Allard,  one 
of  the  imperial  commissioners  to  defend  and  explain  the  military  budget  before 
the  legislative  body,  and  recommending  the  adoption  of  a  "projet  de  loi,"  au- 
thorizing an  augmented  grant  of  7,000,000  of  francs  for  the  War  Department, 
and  of  8,000,000  francs  for  that  of  the  marine,  which  contains  the  following 
passage : 

"'Dans  I'intervalle  qui  s'est  Leonid  depuis  ce  jour,  I'Espagne  et  I'Angleterre 
ont  cru  devoir  retirer  leurs  troupes  du  Mexique,  et  un  petit  corps  Fran^ais,  de 
7,000  honmies,  est  rest^  seul  charg^  de  continuer  les  operations  commenc^es  en 
commun.' " 

The  facts  diflTer  greatly  from  this  representation. 

Your  excellency  will  recollect  that  no  stipulation  was  made  in  the  convention 
of  London  as  to  the  amount  of  force  to  be  sent  to  Mexico  by  each  of  the  con- 
tracting parties. 

It  was  agreed,  however,  that  each  power  should  communicate  to  the  other  two 
its  intentions  in  that  respect. 

Spain  declared  her  intention  to  send  between  6,000  and  7,000  troops ;  France 
to  send  2,000,  afterwards  increased  to  2,500,  and  subsequently  to  the  same 
number  as  those  of  Spain.  Her  Majesty's  government  declared  that  they  would 
send  only  a  squadron  and  700  supplementary  marines. 

It  was  at  that  time  supposed  that  the  capture  of  Vera  Cruz  might  be  attended 
with  considerable  loss  of  life,  and  the  ships  and  marines  were  intended  to  assist 
in  that  operation. 

But  it  was  never  intended  that  the  marines  should  penetrate  into  the* interior, 
and  although  Commodore  Dunlop  at  one  moment  proposed  to  march  them  up 
the  country,  his  conduct  in  that  resjiect  was  not  sanctioned,  and  he  himself,  at 
the  approach  of  the  sickly  season,  sent  his  small  body  of  marines  to  Bermuda. 

When,  therefore,  the  conferences  of  Orizaba  ended  in  a  rupture,  the  only 
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force  which  remained  to  be  withdrawn  was  one  of  150  marines  then  at  Vera 
Cruz. 

The  principle  of  non-intervention  having  been  always  maintained  by  her 
Majesty's  government,  this  force  was  withdrawn,  and  the  British  flag  hauled 
down, upon  the  express  determination  of  Admiral  de  la  Gravi^rc  and  M.Dubois 
de  Saligny  to  march  to  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  overthrowing  the  government 
of  President  Juarez.  But  the  withdrawal  of  this  small  force  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  amount  of  the  forces  before  Pucbla  on  the  /)th  of  May. 

It  is  desirable  to  set  right  these  facts,  and  yon  are  instructed  to  read  and  give 
a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  M.  Thouvenel. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL 


No.  29. 
Earl  Ruxsell  to  Earl  Cowley. 

Foreign  Ofpicb,  June  19,  1862. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  to  st^te  to  your  excellency,  in  reply  to  your  despatch  of 
the  18th  instant,  that  her  Majestv's  government  have  no  objection  to  M.  Thouve- 
nel stating  to  the  legislative  body  that  the  Wyke-Doblado  convention  will  not 
be  ratified  by  h^r  Majesty.  His  excellency  will  no  doubt  at  the  same  time  ex- 
plain that  the  reason  why  the  ratification  is  withheld  is,  that  the  convention 
refers  to  and  is  based  upon  a  convention  alleged  to  have  been  concluded  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico,  which  might  have  some  bearing,  not  now  appar- 
ent, pn  the  independence  of  Mexico,  but  which,  at  all  events,  assigns  the  waste 
lands  of  Mexico  to  the  United  States  as  security  for  a  loan  to  be  made  to 
Mexico.  The  objection  of  her  Majesty's  government  applies  no  less  to  a  pro- 
vision in  the  Wyke-Doblado  convention  which  provides  as  security  for  the  pay- 
ment of  British  claims  in  the  event  of  the  convention  between  Mexico  and  the 
United  States  falling  through,  that  those  lands  shall  be  sold  and  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  the  claims,  an  arrangement  which  her  Majesty's  government 
apprehend  might  give  rise  to  very  embarrassing  questions. 

1  ou  may  give  a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  M.  Thouvenel,  and  he  may  make 
any  use  of  it  he  pleases. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL 


No.  30. 
Ltord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

Washington,  June  5,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  In  the  course  of  conversation  this  morning,  Mr.  Seward  mentioned 
incidentally  a  treaty  recently  signed  by  Mr.  Corwin  with  the  government  of 
Mexico.  The  purport  of  the  treaty  was,  Mr.  Seward  told  me,  that  the  United 
States  fihould  advance  as  a.  loan  to  Mexico  the  sum  of  811,000,000. 

Mr.  Seward  said  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  determined  not 
to  send  this  treaty  to  the  Senate  for  ratification.  It  was  in  the  first  place,  be 
said,  entirely  incompatible  with  the  views  which  the  Senate  had  expressed  when 
their  opinion  was  asked  about  Mr.  Corwin's  former  treaty.     There  was,  more- 
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over,  a  still  graver  objection.  Mexico  was  at  war.  To  advance  a  loan  to  her 
would  be  equivalent  to  forming  an  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  with  her. 
This  the  government  of  the  United  States  was  very  far  from  being  prepared  to 
do  at  the  present  moment 

I  took  this  opportunity  of  begging  Mr.  Seward  to  observe  the  scnipulous 
fidelity  with  which  her  Majesty's  government  had  adhered  to  their  declaration 
that  they  would  in  no  case  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


No.  31. 
Earl  Cowley  to  Earl  Russell. 

Paris,  June  20,  1862. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  placed  in  M.  Thouvenel's  hands,  as  instructed  by  your 
lordship,  a  copy  of  your  despatch  of  yesterday's  date,  (No.  28,)  commenting  on 
the  statement  made  by  General  Allard  to  the  legislative  body  in  recommending 
the  adoption  of  a  "projet  de  loi "  authorizing  the  augmentation  of  the  military 
and  naval  budgets,  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico,  to  which  I 
had  called  your  lordship's  attention  in  my  despatch  of  the  18th  instant. 

M.  Thouvenel  said  that  your  lordship's  observations  were  quite  correct,  and 
that  he  would  send  them  to  M.  Billault,  who  would  make  use  of  them  in  the 
statement  respecting  the  affairs  of  Mexico  which  he  was  about  to  make  in  the 
name  of  the  government  to  the  legislative  body. 
1  have,  &c., 

COWLEY. 


No.  32. 
Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C,  Wykc, 

Foreign  Office,  June  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  considered  with  great  attention  your 
despatch  of  the  29th  of  April,  and  the  convention  signed  by  you  at  Puebla  on 
the  28th  of  April,  of  which  a  copy  was  enclosed  in  your  despatch.  They  have 
also  received  a  copy  of  the  additional  convention  signed  by  you,  by  Commodore 
Dunlop,  and  General  Doblado,  at  Mexico,  on  the  12th  of  May,  and  enclosed  in 
your  despatch  of  the  11th  ultimo. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  no  doubt  that  you  and  Commodore  Dunlop 
were  quite  right  in  separating  yourselves  from  the  French  after  the  /leclared 
intention  of  the  French  commanders  to  move  their  troops  on  Mexico,  with  a  view 
to  overthrow  the  government  of  the  president  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

Had  you  consented  to  join  in  that  movement,  you  would,  in  the  opinion  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  have  acted  in  direct  violation  of  the  convention  of 
London,  and  in  contravention  of  those  principles  of  non-interference  in  the  in- 
ternal affairs  of  other  countries  upon  which  the  foreign  policy  of  her  Majesty's 
government  is  based. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  rejoiced  to  think  that  you  have  made  it  clear 
to  the  world  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  not  swerve  from  a  policy  which 
is  so  conducive  to  the  maintenance  of  the  principle  of  national  independence. 
Nor  can  any  one  deny  that,  when  you  had  thus  regained  your  freedom  of  action, 
you  were  at  liberty  to  negotiate  a  convention  with  the  Mexiciin  government. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  54 51 
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There  can  be  no  doubt,  indeed,  that  it  is  not  only  Btrictly  the  right,  but  is 
also  strictly  the  duty  of  the  British  government  to  obtain  for  British  subject*  in 
Mexico  reparation  for  the  wrongs  they  have  suffered,  and  compensation  for  the 
frauds  and  the  robberies  of  which  they  have  been  the  victims.  But  in  seeking 
to  obtain  this  redress,  the  British  government  are  determined  to  abide  by  the 
principles  they  profei*s,  the  obligations  they  have  contracted,  and  the  great  rules 
of  policy  by  which  the  nation  is  guided. 

Viewed  in  this  light,  her  Majesty's  government  do  not  find  that  the  conven- 
tion of  Puebla  contravenes  either  the  principle  of  non-intervention  or  the  gen- 
eral engagement  contained  in  the  convention  of  October  31,  1S61,  that  the 
contracting  parties  should  not  by  their  action  in  Mexico  seek  ;my  territorial 
dominion  or  separate  advantage  for  themselves.  It  only  proposetj  to  do  that 
which  England,  France,  and  Spain  desired  to  do  jointly,  and  which,  since  the 
rupture  of  Orizaba,  we  must  all  do  separately,  namely,  to  obtain  redress  for 
just  complaints. 

But  when  the  convention  is  examined  with  a  view  to  ascertain  its  conformity 
to  the  great  rules  of  policy  by  which  the  British  nation  is  guided,  her  ^lajesty's 
government  are  not  satisfied  with  some  of  its  provisions. 

For  instance,  this  convention  recognizes  in  a  most  inconvenient  manner  the 
probable  conclusion  of  a  treaty  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States,  by 
which  Mexico  would  obtain  a  loan  from  the  United  States,  and  the  United 
States  a  security  for  that  loan  in  the  vast  waste  lands  of  Mexico. 

It  has  since  appeared  that  this  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
will  not  be  ratified,  nor  even  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of  rati- 
fication by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government  understand  that  the  ground  upon  which  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  have  come  to  the  determination  not  to  ratify  this 
treaty  is,  that  by  advancing  money  to  a  power  at  war  with  France  the  United 
States  would  aid  one  of  the  belligerent  parties.  The  same  objection  does  not, 
indeed,  apply  to  Great  Britain,  because  if  the  convention  were  ratified  we  should 
withdraw  money  from  Mexico  instead  of  advancing  money  to  Mexico.  But  the 
objection  felt  by  her  3Iajesty's  government  to  the  convention  of  Puebla  is,  that 
this  convention  with  Mexico  is  interwoven  with  another  treaty,  the  provisions 
of  which  are  not  fully  known  to  her  Majesty's  government,  and  which,  if'  brought 
into  operation,  might  possibly  aff'ect  the  independence  of  Mexico. 

The  convention  which  you  have  signed  proceeds  to  provide  that,  in  case  the 
treaty  with  the  United  States  should  not  be  ratified,  an  interest  in  the  same 
property  in  the  waste  lands  should  be  vested  in  the  British  government.  But 
the  title  to  this  security  might  be  disputed,  the  church  lands  might  be  resumed, 
and  while  the  assertion  of  such  a  title  might  involve  this  countiy  in  conflict  with 
other  powers,  and  with  Mexico  itself,  its  abandonment  might  render  us  liable  in 
an  inconvenient  degree  to  the  claims  of  the  British  bondholders. 

The  supplementary  article,  signed  at  Mexico  on  the  12th  of  May,  providing 
for  the  occupation  of  certain  Mexican  ports  by  British  naval  forces  is  open  in 
a  gi-eater  degree  to  objections  of  the  same  nature. 

For  these  reasons  her  Majesty's  government,  while  still  intent  upon  obtain- 
ing redress  from  Mexico  for  JtJritish  subjects,  will  decline  to  ratify  the  conven- 
tion of  Puebla  and  the  supplementary  article  of  Mexico  of  the  12th  of  May. 

As  you  were  not  instructed  to  sign  this  convention,  her  Majesty's  government 
can  refuse  to  ratify  it  without  the  smallest  imputation  of  breach  of  faith. 

You  are,  therefore,  instructed  to  inform  General  Doblado  that  her  Majesty  will 
not  be  advised  to  ratify  the  convention  of  Puebla  of  the  28th  of  April,  or  the 
supplementary  article  signed  at  Mexico  on  the  12th  of  May. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washingtony  February  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives a  report  from  the  Conmiissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  recommending 
an  increase  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  ($25,000)  in  the  appropriation  asked 
for  in  the  regular  estimates  for  surveys  of  the  public  lands  in  Kansas  and  else- 
where for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year. 

I  concur  in  the  propriety  of  increasing  said  appropriation,  and  beg  to  com- 
mend the  subject  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  House. 
I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  USHER, 
Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
Hon.  Galusha  A.  Grow, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


General  Land  Office,  February  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return,  herewith,  the  memorial  of  present  date  from 
Senator  Lane,  Representative  Conway,  and  Mr.  Wilder,  representative  elect, 
recommending  largely  increased  appropriation  for  surveys  in  Kansas. 

The  subject  has  been  carefully  considered  by  this  office,  in  view  of  the  facts 
and  reasons  presented  and  high  source  of  the  memorial.  The  result  is,  that 
looking  to  the  suggested  necessity  of  expediting  surveys  in  the  region  of  the 
projected  Pacific  railroad,  the  attractions  for  settlers  held  out  by  the  homestead 
law,  this  office  has  reached  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  proper  to  recommend, 
and  hereby  do  recommend,  an  increase  in  the  appropriation  for  purveys  of 
S25,000,  to  be  applied,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary,  in  such  directions  in 
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the  line  of  the  Pacific  route,  even  to  California,  a«  the  Secretary's  judgment  may 
determine  will  best  subserve  the  public  interests,  with  the  right,  also,  to  applj  a 
portion  of  such  additional  appropriation  for  surveys  in  such  localities  as  the 
wants  of  settlers  under  the  homestead  or  pre-emption  acts  may  render  necessary. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  EDMUNDS,  CammUnoner, 
Hon.  J.  P.  UsHEB, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 


Washington,  February  4,  1863. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  recommend  that  you  solicit  from  Congress  an 
appropriation  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($100,000)  for 
extending  the  survey  of  public  lands  in  Kansas,  for  the  following  reajBons : 

1.  The  Kansas  branch  of  the  Pacific  railroad  traverses  the  entire  length  of  the 
State,  and  will  open  up  for  settlement  several  millions  of  acres  of  land  yet  unsnr- 
veyed.  This  branch  of  the  Pacific  road  is  now  under  contract.  The  work  has 
been  commenced,  and  will  be  completed  within  the  provisions  of  the  law  author- 
izing its  construction.  The  future  prosperity  of  our  State,  no  less  than  the 
interests  of  the  government  in  connexion  with  the  construction  of  a  national 
thoroughfare  across  the  continent,  demand  that  all  available  sources  of  wealth 
should  be  secured  by  the  rapid  and  permanent  settlement  of  the  country  adjac^t 
to  the  Pacific  railroad. 

2.  In  consequence  of  the  rebellion  large  numbers  of  Union  refugees  from 
Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Texas  are  flocking  into  Kansas,  and  availing  them- 
selves of  the  provisions  of  the  homestead  bill. 

During  the  month  of  January  of  the  present  year — the  first  month  of  the 
operation  of  the  homestead  bill — ^land  has  been  rapidly  taken  at  all  the  land 
offices  in  the  State.  This  influx  of  population  is  likely  to  be  greatly  increased 
during  1863,  and,  if  encouraged  by  the  fostering  care  of  the  government,  wiU  be 
a  source  of  strength  to  the  loyal  sentiment  of  the  country. 

3.  By  opening  for  settlement  the  lands  adjacent  to  our  railroad  lines  emigra- 
tion will  precede  rather  than  follow  the  construction  of  these  roads.  It  is  an 
indpetus  the  government  ought  to  give  that  sturdy  perseverance  which  pushes 
forward  the  civilization  of  our  western  frontier. 

For  these  reasons,  and  others  which  might  be  urged,  we  earnestly  ask  that 
this  appropriation  may  be  secured,  and  the  survey  promptly  made. 
Respectfully  yours, 


J.  H.  LANE. 

A.  C.  WILDER, 

M.  C,  elect. 

M.  F.  CONWAY. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Usher, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

37TH  Congress,  •        HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.        (  Ex.  Doc. 
3d  Session.       ]  \    No.  56. 


YANCTON  SIOUX  INDIANS. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 


RlBOOMMKNDniG 


An  appropriation  for  loss  of  goods  in  transitu  for  the  Yancton  Sioux  Indians 
I  of  Dakota  Territory, 


Februart  7,    1863. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  nnd  Means  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

February  6,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  af 
the  Slat  ultimo,  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  accompanying 
papers,  showing  what  amount  of  goods  belonging  to  the  Yancton  Sioux  Indians  of 
Dakota  Territory  were  lost  on  the  29th  of  August,  1862,  by  the  sinking  of  the 
steamer  J.  G.  Morrow,  on  board  which  vessel  they  were  being  conveyed  to  the 
Indians. 

I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  an  appropnation  of  $4,320  38  be  made 
by  Congress,'^ to  be  applied  in  making  good  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Indians  by 
the  sinking  of  the  above-named  steamer,  the  goods  having  been  purchased  for 
them  and  with  their  funds,  but  which,  by  treaty  stipulations,  the  government 
had  agreed  to  deliver  to  them  on  their  reservation. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  USHER,  Secretary^ 
Hon.  Galusha  A.  Grow, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Washington^  D.  C, 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  January  31,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  certain  papers  per- 
taining to  the  loss  of  the  steamer  J.  G.  Morrow,  on  the  evening  of  the  29th 
August,  1861,  showing  the  amount  of  goods  on  board  that  were  lost  that  had 
been  purchased  for  the  Yancton  Sioux  Indians  with  ,their  funds,  but  which,  by 
treaty  stipulations,  the  government  was  bound  to  deliver  to  them  on  their  reser- 
vation. 

Inasmuch  as  the  loss  of  the  goods  does  not  impair  the  claim  of  the  Indians 
upon  the  government,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  Congress  be  asked  to  appro- 
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priate  the  eum  of  $4,320  38,  to  be  applied  to  making  good  the  loas  sustained  bj 
the  sinking  of  the  above-named  steamer  J.  G.  Morrow,  that  being  the  amoum 
of  goods  lost,  as  shown  by  the  enclosed  certificate  of  Agent  W.  A.  Burleigh, 
who  was  at  the  time  accompanying  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  P.  DOLE,  Comrnissioner. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Usher, 

Secretary  of  Hie  Interior, 


Yancto\,  Dakota  Territory, 

Executive  Office,  October  22,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  letter  from  Agent  Burleigh,  in  relation  to  a  requi- 
sition for  funds  to  be  furnished  to  pay  for  Indian  supplies  purchased  last  fall,  to 
replace  those  lost  on  the  "  steamer  Morrow." 

You  are  well  aware  of  all  the  facts  connected  with  that  accident.  The  Y'ancton 
Indians  received  no  cash  payment  during  the  year  1861,  the  payment  being 
delayed  for  reasons  best  known  to  your  office.  The  Y'anctons  were  greatly  in 
need  of  provisions  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1861.  After  the  sinking  of 
the  "  steamer  Morrow,"  and  partial  loss  of  the  supplies  for  the  Y'anctons,  tht 
agent  consulted  me  as  to  what  course  he  should  take  to  make  good  the  loss  to 
the  Indians.  I  told  him  that  I  saw  but  one  course  to  pursue :  that  the  Indian.^ 
were  badly  in  need  of  provisions,  and  that  he  had  better  make  purchases  to 
supply  the  deficit  caused  by  the  sinking  of  the  boat.  The  parties  of  whom  he 
purchased  have  certainly  waited  long  enough  for  their  pay.  I  would  most 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  necessary  funds  be  placed  at  the  di.sposal  of  Agent 
Burleigh  to  pay  the  debts  contracted  for  the  above-mentioned  purpose. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  JAYNE, 
Governor  and  Superintendent  of  Indian  Aff'airt. 

Hon.  W.  P.  Dole, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  W.  A,  Burleigh,  United  States  Indian  agent. 

Yanctox,  Dakota  Territorv, 

Septcjnher  G,  18G1. 

:SlR :  I  arrived  at  this  place  last  night  from  near  St.  James,  a  pi^int  on  the 
Nebraska  side  of  the  Missouri  river,  some  twenty-five  miles  below,  bringing  with 
me  a  part  of  my  family.  The  steamer  J.  G.  Morrow,  Captain  Chaliss,  on  board 
of  which  I  took  passage  with  my  family,  and  shipped  my  Indian  supplies, 
agency  purchases,  together  with  my  private  supplies,  household  effects,  &c.,  5tCn 
sank  at  that  point  on  Thursday  evening,  the  29th  August. 

After  leaving  St.  Joseph,  on  the  20th  August,  we  proceeded  favorably  on  otir 
trip  until  the  above-named  time  and  place,  when  the  boat  was  run  upon  a  suc- 
cession of  sand  bars  and  snags,  which  stove  in  its  hull,  causing  it  to  sink  in  a 
few  minutes,  leaving  us  barely  time  to  reach  the  shore  and  land  those  on  board, 
after  the  discoveiy  of  the  accident.  We  landed  a  little  after  dark,  and  took  up 
our  quarters  in  a  small  deserted  cabin  near  by,  where  we  have  since  been  doing 
all  in  our  power  to  save  Vhat  we  could  from  the  wreck. 

Colonel  H.  B.  Branch, 


Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  St,  Joseph,  Mo, 
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Certificate  of  goods  ^>tt/c7ia5e(f  hy  Agent  TV,  N.  Burleigh,  for  the  Yancton 
Indians,  and  freight,  h^.^  on  the  same,  and  lost  on  hoard  the  steamer  J,  G, 
Morrow,  August  29,  1861. 

Six  hundred  and  sixty-three  sacks  flour,  at  $1  50 8994  50 

One  hundred  and  eighty  barrels  flour,  at  $3  50 630  00 

Forty-three  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  bacon,  at  $9  44 407  50 

Six  barrels  mess  pork,  at  816 96  00 

Two  kegs  nails,  at  $6 12  00 

One  thousand  pounds  sugar,  at  10  cents 100  00 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  coffee,  at  17  cents 127  50 

Forty-nine  and  one-half  pounds  brazier's  copper,  at  28  cents 13  86 

Two  dozen  hunting  shirts,  at  $12  50 25  00 

Two  thousand  pounds  pilot  bread,  at  4  cents 80  00 

Two  dozen  L.  H.  cast-steel  shovels,  at  89 18  00 

Two  dozen  three-pronged  forks,  at  87  50 15  00 

Two  dozen  four-pronged  forks,  at  810  50 21  00 

Two  dozen  scythe  snaths,  at  86 12  00 

Thirty  feet  8-inch  leather  belting,  at  70  cents 21  00 

Two  dozen  cast-steel  axes,  at  812 24  00 

One  dozen  painted  candlesticks 1  35  " 

Three  pairs  brass  candlesticks,  at  77  cents 2  31 

One  half  dozen  brass  snuffers 1   13 

One  half  dozen  rear  lanterns 3  00 

One  pair  soldering  coppers 1  80 

Two  pairs  steel  shovel  and  tongs 2  70 

One  half  dozen  wallets 75 

Two  boxes  10  by  12  glass,  at  82  50 5  00 

Eighty  pounds,  2  boxes,  at  20  cents,  star  candles,  at  14  cents 11  60 

One  box,  25  cents;  candles,  47  pounds,  at  10  cents 4  95 

Twenty-four  ox  yokes,  twenty-four  extra  bows 58  80 

Seventeen  hundred  feet  lumber 51  00 

Fifty  blue  coats,  cloth ;  25  at  ^(j  50, 8162  50 ;  2o  at  %5  25,  8131  25 .  293  75 

Fifty  pairs  woollen  pants,  at  81  87  J 93  75 

Fifty  woollen  shirts,  at  SI 50  00 

Forty  boys'  jackets,  at  82 80  00 

Forty  boys'  pants,  at  87^  cents 35  00 

Four  dozen  (Jf*good  Spellers,  at  81 4  00 

Four  dozen  First  Readers,  at  90  cents 3  60 

One  half  dozen  Second  Readers,  at  81  80 90 

One  half  dozen  Third  Readers,  at  82  70  ' 1  35 

One  h^lf  dozen  Fourth  Readers,  at  85  25 2  63 

One  half  dozen  Fifth  Readers,  at  86  50 3  25 

One  half  dozen  Ray's  Arithmetic,  at  81 50 

One  half  dozen  second  Ray's  Arithmetic,  at  82 1  00 

One  half  dozen  third  Ray's  Arithmetic,  at  83  50 175 

One  half  dozen  Britton's  Grammar,  at  84  50 2  25 

Four  dozen  copy  books,  at  50  cents 2  00 

One  half  dozen  Mitchell's  Primary  Geography,  at  83  75 187 

One  half  dozen  Mitchell's  Int.  Geography,  at  810 5  00 

One  half  dozen  Mitchell's  Atlas  and  Geography,  at  810  50 5  25 

One  Warner's  Play 94 

One  ream  note  paper 2  50 

One  ream  letter  paper 3  50 
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One  gross  pens 

Two  dozen  handles 

One  dozen  pencils 

One  Brightly's  Digest  United  States  Laws 

One  day-book ' 

One  journal 

One  ledger 

One  dozen  memorandum  books,  No.  5 

One  dozen  tuck  memorandum  books,  extra 

One  ream,  white  cap  paper 

One  ream  lib.  letter  paper,  No.  1 

One  ream  lib.  note  paper,  No.  2 

One  thousand  white  envelopes 

Two  gross  parchment  white  envelopes 

Four  quires  envelope  paper,  buff 

One-sixth  dozen  mucilage,  pints,  at  $3  50 

One  groBS  Gillot's  pens 

One  dozen  lead  pencils,  No.  2 

One  dozen  penholders 

One  roll  red  tape,  No.  19 

One-sixth  dozen  Rogers^s  knives,  5480,  at  $15  25^ 

One  hundred  quills 

One-twelfth  dozen  erasers,  1363,  at  $3 

Four  pieces  rubber 

One  quire  blotting  paper 

One  pound  sealing-wax.  United  States  government 

One-twelfth  dozen  dividers 

One-twelfth  dozen  alphabets,  at  $5 

One-twelfth  dozen  razor-straps,  No.  90,  at  $9 

One-half  dozen  iron  slates.  No.  4,  at  $4  25 r. 

One  hundred  soapstone  pencils 

Two  balls  twine,  at  18  cents 

Freight  bill  to  H.  and  St.  Jo.  railroad  on  46,655  pounds,  as  per 
voucher  No.  28,  abstract  B 

Storing  1,000  sacks  flour  to  Nutt  &  Co.,  as  per  voucher  No.  26,  ab- 
stract B 

Demurrage  to  steamer  J.  G.  Mon-is,  at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  as  per 
voucher  No.  32,  abstract  B 


SO  75 

50 

50 

5  60 

1  40 

1  50 

2  eo 

50 

3  50 

2  50 

2  75 

1  S7 

3  00 

1  75 

1  00 

58 

SO 

25 

31 

60 

2  55 

75 

25 

20 

1  50 

60 

13 

42 

75 

2  13 

15 

36 

353  92 

40  00 

315  00 

4.  086  SS 


I  certify  on  honor  that  the  above  is  a  correct  statement  of  all  the  Indian 
good^,  and  freight,  &c.,  on  same,  lost  hy  the  sinking  of  the  steamboat  J.  G. 
Morrow,  excepting  certain  articles  of  hardware,  purchased  of  Conrad  &  Walton, 
of  Philadelphia,  Tennsylvania,  amounting  to  $233  50,  the  bill  of  which,  upon 
examination,  being  found  imperfect,  was  returned  for  correction,  and  said  articles^ 
will  be  embraced  in  my  account  for  the  4th  quarter  of  1861,  making  a  total 
amount  of  goods,  freight,  &c.,  lost  on  the  steamer  J.  G.  Morrow,  84,320  38. 

W.  A.  BURLEIGH, 
United  States  Yancton  Agents 

Yancton  Agency,  September  30,  1861. 


37th  Congress,  \       HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.       (  Ex.  Doc. 
3d  Session.       J  (No.  57. 


PAROLE  OF  REBEL  OFFICERS. 


LETTER 


TROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  ¥AR, 


Dl  AN8WKB  TO 


Resolution  of  the  House  of  the  30th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  paroles  granted  to  rebel 

officers. 


FiBBUABT  9,  1863  — Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  February  6,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  general-in-chief, 
in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  uie  30th  ultimo, 
calling  for  information  as  to  «^  whether  any  rehel  officers  captured  by  the  army 
of  the  United  States  have  been  granted  paroles  since  the  proclamation  of  Jef- 
ferson Davis  refusing  paroles  or  exchange  to  the  captured  officers  of  Union 
regiments."  \ 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 


Hon.  G.  A.  Grow, 

Speaker  of  the  Souse  of  Representatives. 


Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  D.  C,  February  2,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated 
January  30,  probably  through  inadvertence  directed  to  me. 

In  answer  to  this  resolution  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment that  immediately  on  receiving  official  information  that  the  enemy  had 
retained  our  officers  who  were  taken  prisoners  of  war,  in  violation  of  the  cartel, 
the  following  order  was  telegraphed  to  all  commanders  of  military  departments 
and  of  armies  in  the  field : 


PAEOLE  OF  REBEL  OFFICEBS. 


"  Washington,  D.  C,  Derefnber  30, 1862. 
"  No  officers,  prisoners  of  war,  will  be  released  on  parole  till  further  orders. 

"  H.  W:  HALLECK, 

"  Gtneral'ifi'Chitfr 

I  have  no  information  that  any  rebel  officer  captnred  hj  the  Union  forces 
has  been  released  on  parole  since  that  time  Medical  officers  are  made  an  ex- 
ception to  the  order,  it  being  understood  that  in  respect  to  them  the  enemy  con- 
tinues to  observe  the  stipulations  of  the  carteL 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-m-  Chi^. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


37th  Congress,  •       HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.        i  Ex.  Doc 

3d  Session,       )  (   No.  58. 


JOHN  HUTCHINSON. 


LETTER 

FROM 

THE    SECRETARY  OF  ¥AR, 


IN  RKLATI02V  TO 


Claim  of  John  Hutchinson  for  damages  sustained  at  the  hands  of  the  govern- 
ment. 


February  9,  1863. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City^  February  4,  18^. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  papers  in  the  case  of  John  Hutch* 
iuson,  of  Washington  city,  District  of  Columbia,  showing  that  he  is  a  man  in 
verj  limited  circumstances  who  has  sustained  damage  at  the  hands  of  the  eov- 
emment,  in  the  destruction  of  certain  celery  beds,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  ($150)  dollars.  There  is  no  appropriation  froii  which  such  a  bill  can 
be  paid.  I  therefore  transmit  it  to  Congress  with  the  earnest  recommendation 
that  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hutchinson  be  passed,  for  damages  sustained  by 
liim  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  ($150)  dollars,  at  the  hands  of  the 
government. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War^ 
Hon.  G.  A.  Grow, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 


District  of  Columbia,  City  and  County  of  Washington : 

We,  Hugh  Sweeney,  John  Darling,  and  D.  W.  McFaul,  citizens  of  Washing- 
ton, and  residents  of  East  Capitol  Hill,  having  been,  pursuant  to  an  order  from 
Brigadier  General  Martindale,  bearing  date  January  18,  1863,  appointed  a 
committee  to  visit  and  inspect  certain  "  celery  beds "  owned  by  one  John 
Hutchinson,  and  to  appraise  damages  sustained  by  said  Hutchinson,  fix)m  ravages 
of  government  horses,  &c.,  do  report  as  follows,  to  wit : 

First.  That  we  did  thoroughly  and  minutely  inspect  the  present  condition 
of  said  "  beds  of  celery,*'  and  we  find  that  just  damages  have  been  sustained 
to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  ^(tj  dollars,  (8150.) 


*2  JOHN  HUTCHINSON. 

Second.  That  we  know  said  John  HutchinBon  to  be  a  man  in  very  limited 
•  circumstances,  greatly  embarassed  by  the  damages  sustained  to  his  celery  beda, 
^nd  much  in  n^  of  the  aforesaid  compensation. 

HUGH  SWEENEY. 

D.  W.  McFAUL. 

JOHN  DARLING. 

^wom  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  January,  1863. 

B.  W.  FERGUSON,  J.  P. 


Soldiers'  Rbst,' 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  16,  1863. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  relative  to  certain 
**  celery  beds"  owned  by  John  Hutchinson  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  reported 
as  haviqg  been  destroyed  by  government  horses,  &c. 

Agreeable  to  your  order  of  the  9th  instant,  I  have  visited  and  inspected  said 
•"  celery  beds."  I  find,  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  John  Hutchinson,  that 
the  fence  orignally  enclosing  the  "  beds "  has  been  destroyed,  whether  by  the 
ravages  of  government  horses  or  otherwise  I  am  unable  to  decide.  Of  the  three 
{3)  beds  of  celery  originally  existing  two  (2)  have  been  damaged,  the  tops  of 
ihe  "  plants  "  being  entrely  destroyed.  From  the  third  (3d)  bed  the  plants  have 
heen  all  removed.  It  is  my  opinion  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($150) 
would  amply  compensate  John  Hutchinson  for  all  losses  sustained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  M.  CAMP. 
Captain  and  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 
Brigadier  General  Martindale. 

Military  Governor,  ifc,.  District  of  Washington, 

[Indorsed.] 

January  17,  1863. 
Mr.  Hutchinson  haling  presented  several  claims  for  loss  of  property  by  United 
.■States  soldiers,  which  property  constitutes  his  only  means  of  support,  and  repre- 
senting himself  as  actually  suffering  from  said  loss  or  non-payment  of  a  fair  re- 
muneration therefor,  it  is  directed  that  you  cause  some  of  his  neighbors  to  be 
called  upon  to  state,  under  oath,  what  losses  they  know  have  been  inflicted 
upon  Mr.  Hutchinson,  and  if  his  circumstances,  at  present,  are  as  represented 
by  himself. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Halleck. 

J.  C.  KELTON,  A.  A,  G. 


Soldiers'  Rest, 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  23,  1863. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  report  of  a  committee 
appointed  to  inspect  and  appraise  the  amount  of  damage  done  to  certain  "celery 
beds"  owned  by  John  Hutcliinson,  pursuant  to  your  order  of  January  IS,  1863. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  CAMP, 
Captain  and  Acting  Aide-d^-Camp. 
Brigadier  General  Martindale, 

Military  Governor,  District  of  Washington. 


JOHN  HUTCHINSON. 


[Indorsed.] 


Headquarters  Military  District, 

WashingfvHt  January  24,  1863. 

Respectfully  transmitted,  the  requirements  from  the  general-in-chief  having 
been  fulfilled. 

J.  H.  MARTINDALE, 
Brigadier  General  and  Military  Governor. 

[Indorsed.] 

Headquarters  Military  District, 

Washington,  January  18,  1863. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Captain  E.  M.  Gamp,  A.  Q.  M.,  A.  A.  D.  C,  Soldiers* 
Rest,  who  is  airected  to  execute  the  instructions  contained  in  the  indorsement 
from  the  general-in-chief,  by  constituting  a  board  from  some  reliable  citizens  in 
the  vicinity  of  Mr.  Hutchinson's  residence,  who  are  required  to  report  on  the 
damage  actually  incurred  by  him  from  soldiers. 
By  command  of  Brigadier  General  Martindalc. 

JOHN  P.  SHERBURNE, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


January  5,  1863. 
District  of  Columbia,  City  and  County  of  Washington  : 

We,  William  N.  Bang  and FastnauflF,  citizens  of  Washington,  and 

practical  gardeners,  being  invited  by  John  Hutchinson  to  examine  and  appraise 
three  beds  of  celery,  said  to  be  destroyed  by  government  horses,  near  the  aepot, 
have  excunined  the  said  remains  of  the  celery  beds,  and,  in  our  judgment,  do  not 
hesitate  in  saying  that  the  loss  of  Mr.  Hutchinson  by  the  destruction  of  said 
celery  beds  is,  at  least,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 

WILLIAM  N.  KING, 
FASTNAUFF. 

December  8,  1862. 
The  United  States  to  John  Hutchinson,  Dr, 

For  5,300  celery  stalks,  contained  in  three  large  beds  in  his  garden,  near  the 
Washington  depot,  destroyed  by  government  horses,  (the  fencing  being  taken 
away  and  burned  by  the  soldiers,)  and  what  portion  of  said  celery  was  not 
ruined  by  the  horses  aforesaid  was  destroyed  by  hogs  and  cattle $250 


[Indorsed.] 

Headquarters  Military  District, 

Washington,  January  9,  1863. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Captain  Camp,  A.  A.  D.  C,  Soldiers'  Rest,  who  will 
please  examine  this  property  and  report  the  probable  loss. 
By  command  of  Brigadier  General  Martindale. 

JOHN.  P.  SHERBURNE.  A.  A.  G, 


4  JOHN  HUTCHINSON. 

Respectfully  transmitted.  Not  knowing  any  principle  on  which  to  recom- 
mend compensation  by  the  government  for  the  unauthorized  acta  of  straggling 
soldiers ;  at  the  same  time  believing  that  the  injury  has  been  sustained  by  reason 
of  the  proximity  of  the  camp,  which  by  my  predecessor  was  deemed  to  be 
cause  for  recommending  payment,  I  have  thought  it  right  to  snbmit  the  ques- 
tion for  appropriate  action  by  superior  authority. 

J.  H.  MARTINDALE, 
ir  Brigadier  General  and  Military  Governor. 


[Indorsements.] 


Statement  of  loss  sustained  by  John  Hutchinson — the  destruction  of  celeir 
beds  by  government  horses — and  enclosing  bill  ($250)  against  the  United  States 
for  payment. 

Referred  by  General  Martindale,  January  9,  to  Captain  Camp  for  report. 

Captain  E.  M.  Camp,  under  date  of  January  16,  reports  in  relation  to  the 
property  ^aid  to  have  been  destroyed  by  government  horses ;  thinks  $150  wonld 
amply  compensate  Mr.  Hutchinson  for  his  loss. 

Respectftdly  forwarded  by  General  Martindale.  Believes  that  the  injury  has 
been  e[u^a^^d,  but  knows  no  principle  on  which  to  recommend  compensation. 

Returned  by  Colonel  Kelton,  A.  A.  G.,  January  17,  directing  that  the  neigh- 
bora  rof^Miv  Hutchinson  be  called  upon  to  state,  under  oath,  what  losses  they 
kno^rhba  to  have  suffered,  and  what  are  his  circumstances. 

Riespectfiilly  referred  by  General  Martindale  to  Captain  Camp,  directing  \he 
instmctioiiB  £rom  headquarters  of  the  army  be  carried  out. 

Gaptkiu^lSr.  M,  Camp,  January  23,  1863,  submits  report  of  the  committee 
app6{nlteid't((  Inspect  and  appraise  certain  damaged  celery  beds  owned  by  Mr. 
Hutchinson. 

Hugh  Sweeney,  John  Darling,  and  D.  W.  McFaul  testify,  under  oath,  that 
just  damage  has  been  sustained  by  Mr.  Hutchinson  in  the  destruction  of  certain 
qelery  bedsf  tp  the  amount  of  $150.     They  further  state  that  John  Hutchinson 
,  iSfir^  very  limited  circumstances,  and  needs  this  compensation. 


.  -B-espectftUly  forwarded  by  General  Martindale  to  the  general-in-chief. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  reconamendation  that 
if  there  be  any  liinds  available  for  that  purpose  Mr.  Hutchinson  be  paid  the 
$150  assessed.     He  seems  to  be  a  very  poor  man,  and  in  a  suffering  condition 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
•  5    ^  I  •  -  •  General-in-chief. 

:Jai?ii|#ir^^26,  1863. 


o    K   L  /'\y} 


37th  Congress,  >       HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.        (  Ex.  poe. 
3d  SettioH.       i  (    No.  59. 


FINES  AND  DEDUCTIONS  IN  THE  POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT 


LETTER 

FROM 

.THE   POSTMASTER  GENERAL, 

BBFOBTIira  ^ 

Fines  and  deductions  from  fay  of  contractors  for  year  ending  June  30,    862. 


FiBBUABT  9,  1863. — Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Post  Office  Department, 

Washington,  February  4,  1863. 
Sir-:  In  obedience  to  the  22i  section  of  the  act  of  July  2,  1836,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  report  of  all  fines  imposed  and  deductions  from  the  pay  of 
contractors  during  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1862,  for  failures  to  deliver  the 
mail,  or  for  any  other  cause,  stating  the  names  of  the  delinquent  contractors, 
the  nature  of  the  delinquency,  the  route  on  which  it  occurred,  the  time  when  it 
occurred,  the  time  when  the  fine  was  imposed,  and  whether  the  fine  has  been 
remitted,  or  order  for  reduction  rescinded,  and  for  what  reason. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

M.  BLAIR,  Postmaster  General. 
Hon.  Galusha  A.  Grow, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
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37TH  Congress,  )     HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES.         (  Ex.  Doo. 
Qd  Session.       )  (    No.  60. 


MONEY  RECEIVED  BY  COLLECTOR,  &c.,  AT  NEW  YORK. 


LETTER 

FBOM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


IN   ANSWER  TO 


Resolution  of  the  House  of  January  29,  as  to  money  received  hy  revenue  officers 
in  New  York,  under  5th  section  of  the  act  of  May  20,  1862. 


February  10,  1863. —Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasury  Department,  February  6,  1863. 

Sir:  In  response  to  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  29th  ultimo,  "that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  inform 
this  House  the  amount  of  money  which  has  been  received  by  the  collector,  sur- 
veyor, and  naval  officer  in  the  city  of  New  York,  under  the  fifth  section  of  the 
act  of  May  20,  1862,  supplementary  to  the  act  of  July  13,  1861,  to  provide  for 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,"  I  transmit  herewith 
copy  of  statement  from  the  collector  at  New  York,  with  indorsement  by  the 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  conveying  the  desired  information. 
With  great  respect, 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Hon.  Galusha  A.  Grow, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


MONEY  RECEIVED  BY  COLLECTOR  AT  NEW  YORK. 
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37th  Congress,  )       HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.       /  Ex.  Doc. 
3d  Settion.      f  (    No.  61. 


STOCKBRIDGE  AND  MUNSEE  INDIANS. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 


IN  ANSWER  TO 


Resolution  of  the  HotLse  of  the  12th  ultimo,  transmitting  irCformation  as  to  the 
^present  condition  of  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  Indians. 


Pebruary  10,  1863. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

February  9,  X863. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  letter,  dated  the  3d  instant,  addressed  to  this 
department  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  communicating  his  views  in 
answer  to  the  accompanying  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
12th  ultimo,  calling  upon  that  officer  for  ''  such  information  as  he  may  possess 
as  to  the  present  situation  of  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  Indians  in  Wiscon- 
sin, the  reason  for  dissatisfaction  with  their  present  reservation,  and  also  his 
views  as  to  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  making  a  new  treaty  with  said  In- 
dians, with  a  view  to  the  change  of  their  present  location,  if  desired  by  them." 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated 
the  2d  instant,  upon  a  memorial  from  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  Indians,  re- 
ferred to  this  department  by  the  chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  complaining  of  the  sterility  of  their  present  reservation  as  a  home,  their 
dissatisfaction,  &c.,  and  praying  that  a  new  treaty  be  entered  into  with  them. 
A  copy  of  this  memorial  is  also  enclosed. 

In  his  report  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  informs  this  department 
that  he  finds  the  statements  of  the  memorialists  substantially  true. 

Under  these  circumstances,  as  they  are  represented  to  me,  I  recommend  that, 
with  a  view  to  the  relief  of  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  Indians,  a  joint  reso- 
lution be  passed  by  Congress  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  nego- 
tiate a  new  treaty  with  these  tribes,  stipulating  for  their  removal  from  their 
present  reservation,  and  their  location  upon  another  to  be  selected  for  them,  and 
that  an  appropriation  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  be  made  to  defray  the 
expenses  inciaent  to  the  execution  of  such  a  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  USHER,  Secretary, 

Hon.  Galusha  A.  Grow, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
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Thirtt-Sbtxnth  Ck>HaBi8B,  Thibd  SnnoH. 

CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

In  THE  House  of  Representatives, 

January  12,  1863. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Potter, 
Resolvedf  That  the  Oommissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
directed  to  communicate  to  the  House  such  information  as  he  may  possess  as  to 
the  present  situation  of  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  Indians  in  Wisconsin,  the 
reason  for  their  dissatisfaction  with  their  present  reser\'ation,  and  also  his  riews 
as  to  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  making  a  new  treaty  with  said  Indiaoi, 
with  a  view  to  the  change  of  their  present  location  if  desired  by  them. 
Attest: 

EM.  ETHERLDGE,  CSferX. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Office  of  Indian  Affair*,  February  3,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  a  resolution  of  inquiry  adopted  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  12  th  ultimo,  calling  upon  the  undersipied  for  information 
in  relation  to  the  present  condition  of  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  Indians  of 
Wisconsin,  the  causes  of  their  dissatisfaction  with  their  present  reservation,  and 
the  propriety  and  expediency  of  making  a  new  treaty  with  said  Indians. 

On  tne  26th  ultimo  a  memorial  addressed  by  said  Indians  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  (copy  enclosed)  was  by  you  referred  to  this  office  for 
a  report.  This  memorial  has  a  direct  reference  to  the  subject  of  inquiry  em- 
braced in  the  resolution  above  mentioned ;  and  having  compared  the  same  with 
the  facts  in  relation  to  said  Indians,  as  eidiibited  by  the  records  and  files  of  diis 
office,  I  have  thought  proper,  in  replying  to  said  resolution,  to  state  that,  in  mj 
judgment,  the  statements  contained  in  said  memorial  are  substantially  correct 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  condition  and  wants  of  said  Indians  are  such  as  to 
render  the  negotiation  of  a  new  treaty  not  only  expedient,  but  also  highly  de- 
sirable and  essential,  as  a  means  of  ameliorating  their  situation  and  promoting 
their  welfare.  I  respectfully  request  that  this  communication,  together  with  its 
accompanying  papers,  may  be  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
response  to  the  resolution  herein  mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  DOLE,  Commissioner. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Usher,  • 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  February  2,  1863. 

Sir  :  A  communication  from  the  honorable  C.  Aldrich,  chairman  of  the  House 

Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  enclosing  memorial  of  chiefs  and  principal  men  of 

the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  Indians  for  a  new  treaty,  has  been  referred  bj  you 

to  this  office,  with  a  req^uest  to  report  whether  the  petitioners  did  comphun,  la 
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they  allege,  and  if,  in  my  opinion,  the  petition  should  be  granted.     Said  com- 
munication and  memorial  are  herewith  returned. 

Upon  an  examination  of  the  files  of  this  office,  I  find  that  the  statements  of  the 
memorialists  are  substantially  true,  as  stated  in  said  memorial,  and  I  have  no 
hesitancy  in  recommending  that  the  prayer  thereof  should  be  granted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  P.  DOLE,  Commissioner. 
Hon.  John  P.  Usher, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


To  the  honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  convened: 

The  chief  and  principal  men  of  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  Indians,  residing 
in  Shawano  county,  State  of  Wisconsin,  respectfully  show : 

A  treaty  was  made,  in  the  year  1856,  between  the  general  government  and 
the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  Indians,  in  which  the  latter  relinquished  moneys 
and  valuable  claims  to  lands  in  Wisconsin,  together  with  seventy-two  sections 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  receiving  in  lieu  thereof  certain  sums 
of  money  and  a  tract  of  land  "  near  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Menomonee 
Indian  reserve,"  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin ;  but  the  tract  upon  which  we  were 
located  was  not  the  one  promised,  nor  the  one  for  which  the  treaty  was  signed. 
By  repeated  and  fair  assurances  on  the  part  of  Francis  Huebschman,  commis- 
sioner on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  shown  by  ample  evidence, 
we  were  to  select  any  two  out  of  four  townships  on  the  south  side  of  Lake 
Bhawano.  This  had  been  explored  by  us,  and  had  we  obtained  the  location,  we 
would  have  been  satisfied  and  probably  never  have  troubled  the  government 
again.  But  when  the  selection  came  to  be  made,  we  found,  to  our  surprise,  that 
we  had  been  caught  in  a  snare ;  the  commissioner  had  said  one  thing  and  meant 
another.  The  wording  of  the  treaty,  "  near  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Me- 
nomonee Indian  reserve,"  had  been  cunningly  devised,  which  might  be  con- 
strued to  mean  on  the  north  as  well  as  the  south  side  of  said  line.  The  com- 
missioner made  use  of  the  former,  and  after  obtaining  a  tract  by  purchase  from 
the  Menomonee  Indians,  he  thrust  us  upon  our  present  home,  which  was  as  far 
from  our  expectations  as  if  we  had  been  transferred  to  some  other  planet. 

Being  dissatisfied  with  our  home  and  the  manner  we  had  been  treated,  we  at 
once  commenced  representing  our  case  to  our  Great  Father  agd  to  Congress,  but 
up  to  this  day  we  have  obtained  no  redress.  We  have  for  six  years  patiently 
borne  with  the  wrong,  hoping  that  some  future  change  would  bring  the  desired 
relief.  We  have  been  upon  our  homes,  making  improvements  in  buildings  and 
opening  farms,  and  have  made  thorough  and  repeated  trials  at  raising  enough 
for  subsistence ;  but  we  have  foimd  that  even  our  most  able  and  industrious  ones 
have  scarcely  produced  enough  to  last  six  months.  The  location  is  too  far  north, 
where  early  and  late  frosts  will  not  suffer  our  crops  to  mature ;  the  soil  is  sand, 
.  and  weak ;  the  timber  is  pine,  hemlock,  and  cedar,  interspersed  with  scattered 
strips  of  hard  timber.  It  would  do  for  a  lumbering  community,  but  not  for  us, 
who  are  just  emerging  from  the  Indian  state,  to  become  an  agricultural  people. 
We  have  been  able  to  remain  thus  long,  supported  by  the  means  stipulated  in 
our  last  treaty;  but  these  are  now  exhausted,  and  as  the  soil  promises  so  little, 
we  look  forward  with  dismal  prospects.  Owing  to  the  inhospitable  nature  of 
our  home,  more  than  half  of  our  people  have  been  compelled  to  seek  a  living 
elsewhere,  and  unless  something  can  be  done  for  us  soon,  we  see  no  other  alter- 
native than  that  the  whole  tribe  must  leave  and  scatter.  We  appeal  to  the  mag- 
nanimity and  generous  regard  of  your  honorable  bodies  for  the  too  often  and  long- 
abused  red  man.    Our  fathers  were  your  allies  in  the  achievement  of  American 
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freedom ;  and  even  now,  in  yoxir  present  Btruggles,  we  have  been  no  indifferent 
spectators.  We  have,  out  of  our  feeble  numbers,  given  some  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  of  our  young  men,  who  are  suffering  and  bleeding  with  your  armies  to  anell 
the  present  rebellion.  All  we  ask  is  a  good  home,  located  in  a  more  soutnem 
latitude.  We  are  few  in  number,  and  want  but  little,  which  we  trust  will  not  be 
denied  us,  from  the  unoccupied  territories  of  this  great  government.  The  tribe 
is  one  in  asking  for  a  new  treaty,  to  sell  our  present  location  and  obtain  a  new 
and  better  home. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  pray  your  honorable  bodies  to  take  some  speedy 
action  for  our  relief,  and  we,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

Done  and  signed  in  general  council  at  Bed  Spring,  Shawano  comity.  State  of 
Wisconsin,  January  6,  1863. 

Signed  by  John  P.  Hendricks,  sachem,  and  eighty-three  others. 


37th  Conobrss,  >       HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.       (  Ex.  Doc, 
3d  Settion.       )  (    No.  62. 


A.  H.  JONES  AND  H.  M.  C.  BROWNE. 


LETTER 

yBOM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 


BICOXMENDING 


An  appropriation  to  pay  Messrs,  Jones  and  Brotone  for  running  and  marking 
boundary  lines  between  certain  Indian  tribes. 


Febbuary  10,  1863. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  iiud  Means,  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

February  9,  1863. 
Sir  :  On  the  18tli  July,  1862,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  decided  that 
Messrs.  A.  H.«  Jones  and  H.  M.  C.  Browne,  contractors  for  the  surveying  of  cer- 
tain boundary  lines  under  their  contract  of  the  13th  October,  1857,  with  the 
Indii^n  department,  were  entitled  to  $3,145  83,  being  the  amount  withheld  from 
them  as  a  part  of  their  compensation  for  services  rendered  under  their  contract. 
In  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury 
Department  it  was  discovered  that  there  was  remaining  in  the  treasury  only  the 
sum  of  $694  87  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  due  the  contractors,  which 
sum  was  duty  paid  to  them,  lea^nng  unpaid  a  balance  of  $2,449  96. 

I  therefore  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  made  by 
Congress  of  $2,449  96,  to  be  paid  to  A.  H.  Jones  and  H.  M.  C.  Browne,  being 
a  balance  found  due  to  them  as  compensation  for  their  services  in  the  execution 
of  a  contract  between  the  Indian  department  and  themselves,  dated  October  13, 
1857,  for  running  and  marking  the  boundary  lines  between  the  Cherokee, 
Chickasaw,  Creek,  and  Seminole  tribes  of  Indians. 

A  copy  of  the  contract  herein  referred  to,  together  with  copies  of  the  de- 
cisions of  this  department  of  the  11th  February,  1860,  and  18th  July,  1862,  in 
the  case,  are  herewith  transmitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  USHER,  Secretary. 
Hon.  Galusha  A.  Grow, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


A.   H.  JONES   AND  H.   If.   C.   BROWNE. 


Special  instructions  accompanying  and  forming  a  part  of  the  contract  entered 
into  between  the  government  of  the  United  States  and  A.  H.  Jones  and 
H,  M,  C.  Broume,  bearing  date  October  13,  1857. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs^  October  13,  1857. 

Gentlemen  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  perform  the  services  agreed 
upon  under  your  contract  of  this  date,  October  13,  1857. 

First,  You  will  survey  the  boundary  lines  with  strict  accuracy,  using  either 
theodolite  or  transit  instruments  of  approved  manufacture,  and  operating  inde- 
pendently of  the  magnetic  needle. 

Second.  Every  line  run  by  you  must  be  upon  the  "  true  meridian,"  so  as  to 
conform  with  the  law  and  practice  of  the  United  States  surveys.  The  meae* 
urements  may  be  made  with  a  Gunter's  two  or  Jour  pole  chain. 

Third.  Where  the  lines  pass  through  a  timbered  country,  you  will  cut  dowB 
all  obstructing  line  trees,  and  remove  other  obstructions  interfering  with  a  "clear 
vista'*  for  your  instruments.  The  trees  within  (12)  twelve  feet  on  each  side 
of  the  lines  must  be  marked  with  a  full  blaze  facing  the  line,  and  a  deep  chop 
above  and  below  the  blaze.  This  has  been  the  usual  practice  of  marking  the 
government  township  lines  established  by  the  General  Land  Office,  and  hag 
proved  to  be  the  most  durable  and  conspicuous. 

Fourth.  It  is  expected  that  the  first  line  run  will  be  the  eastern  boundary  of 
the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  country,  beginning  at  a  point  on  the  Arkangas 
river  (100)  one  hundred  paces  east  of  old  Fort  Smith,  where  the  western 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  crosses  the  said  river  (vide  1st  article 
of  treaty  dated  June  22.  1855.)  In  order  to  adjust  in  future  any  interference 
with  vested  rights  of  property  abutting  on  this  line,  as  run  in  1824,  you  are 
hereby  instructed  to  make  careful  measurements,  at  the  end  of  every  mile,  to 
the  nearest  comer  boundaries  of  the  public  surveys,  whenever,  after  diligent 
search,  they  can  be  found,  and  note  in  your  field-book  and  map  these  connex- 
ions ;  also  the  deviation  of  your  own  line  and  that  which  may  occur  with  the 
line  run  in  1824  by  Mr.  Downs.  This  information  is  of  great  importance  to 
the  general  government,  in  order  to  control  correct  action  upon  any  qiieBtion  that 
may  arise  from  the  deviation  of  boundary.  The  compensation  for  the  measure- 
ment of  these  connecting  lines  to  be  specified  and  determined  upon  by  the 
'*  Commissioner  of  Indian  AfOairs,''  after  a  full  knowledge  of  the  dimculties  en- 
countered in  the  survey. 

FifUi.  With  regard  to  monuments  to  perpetuate  the  respective  boundaiiee 
described  in  your  contract,  you  will  be  governed  by  the  following  *  instructions, 
to  wit: 

The  old  initial  point  er  mound  one  hundred  (100)  paces  east  of  old  Fort 
Smith,  as  described  in  the  treaty  of  Jime  22,  1855,  must  be  carefully  repaired 
with  stone,  erecting  a  conical  mound  at  least  six  feet  high,  and  a  cubical  block 
of  stone  eighteen  (18)  inches  square  planted  upon  the  top  of  said  mound,  having 
upon  its  face  engraved  characters,  the  words  *' initial  point ;"  on  the  east  side, 
"Arkansas;"  on  the  west  side,  "Choctaw;"  on  the  south  side,  1857  or  1858, 
as  the  fact  may  be. 

Sixth.  After  establishing  this  initial  point  beyond  all  doubt,  you  will  run 
south  on  a  "  true  meridian,"  making  a  moimd  of  either  earth  or  stone,  at  the 
end  of  each  mile,  six  (6)  feet  high,  surrounded  on  each  of  the  four  sides  with  a 
trench,  eighteen  inches  from  the  base  of  the  mound,  of  sufficient  depth  and 
width  to  obtain  the  earth  to  erect  the  mound.  Wherever  stone  can  be  obtained, 
it  is  expected  that  a  monument  will  be  erected  of  the  same,  surrounded  by  a 
trench  one  foot  in  depth  and  eighteen  inches  wide.  In  the  centre  of  each 
mound,  and  at'  the  exact  termination  of  each  mile,  you  will  plant  a  (charred) 
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post  eight  feet  in  length  and  six  inches  square,  and  sunk  in  the  ground  two  feet, 
before  constructing  the  mound,  marking  on  the  east  side,  "  Arkansas ; "  on  the 
-WBSt  side,  **  Choctaw ;  *'  on  the  north  side,  the  number  of  each  mile  nm  from 
the  initial  point,  to  wit,  1  m.,  2  m.,  &c.,  until  you  arriva  at  the  terminating  point 
on  Bed  river,  and  here  you  will  erect  a  monument  on  the  north  side  of  said 
river,  above  high-water  mark,  in  every  respect  similar  to  the  one  described  as 
the  initial  point  on  the  Arkansas  river. 

Seventh,  After  finishing  the  above  line  you  will  proceed  to  run  the  ninety- 
eighth  and  one  hundredth  degrees  of  west  longitude  from  any  practical  points 
established  by  the  astronomer  as  the  true  meridian,  making  their  initial  points  in 
the  same  manner  as  hereinbefore  directed,  planting  charred  posts  or  stone  at  the 
end  of  each  mile,  erecting  mounds  or  earth  of  the  same  height  and  dimensions, 
digging  trenches  of  the  same  depth  as  previously  described  for  the  western 
boundary  of  Arkansas.  You  will  be  careful  to  mark  the  posts  or  stone  at  the 
end  of  each  mile  on  the  ninety-eighth  meridian  in  graved  characters ;  on  the 
east  side,  " Chickasaw;"  on  the  west  side,  " Choctaw  and  Chickasaw;"  on  the 
north  side,  "98°  w.  1.;"  on  the  south  side,  "1858,"  and  "1  m.,"  and  "2  m." 
&c.,  counting  from  south  to  north.  On  the  one  hundredth  meridian  the  charac- 
ters marked  on  the  posts  or  stone  at  the  end  of  each  mile  must  be,  on  the  west 
side,  "  Texas ;"  on  the  east  side,  "  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw ;"  on  the  north  side, 
"  100th  w.  1. ;"  on  the  south  side,  "  1858,"  and  "  1  m.,"  and  "  2  m.,"  &c.,  count- 
ing from  south  to  north.  The  mound  and  post,  or  stone,  at  the  intersection  of 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  Creek  country  with  the  one  hundredth  meridian, 
must  be  placed  with  its  dii^nal  to  the  meridian  and  prime  vertical.  The  north- 
east face  to  be  marked  "Cherokee;"  the  southeast,  "Seminole;"  the  south- 
west, "Texas;"  the  northwest,  "1858." 

Eighth,  The  northern  boundary  of  the  Creek  country  must  be  run  and  marked 
in  the  same  manner  as  described  in  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Woodruff,  a  copy 
of  which  is  hereby  handed  to  you. 

Ninth,  When  you  run  the  line  between  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  your  at- 
tention is  strictly  called  to  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  made  on  the  7th  day  of 
August,  1856,  between  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereby 
ffiven  you.  You  will  also  establish  in  a  similar  manner,  as  previously  directed 
for  the  other  boundaries,  a  mound  and  post  at  the  end  of  each  mile.  On  the 
east  side  the  word  "Creek;"  on  the  west  side,  "  Seminole;"  on  the  north  side, 
"  1858;"  and  on  the  south  side  the  number  of  the  mile  run  from  the  initial  point. 

The  ninety-eighth  and  one-hundredth  degrees  of  west  longitude  being  im- 
portant geographical  lines  requiring  careful  astronomical  observations  for  their 
correct  determination,  you  will  therefore  exert  your  best  ability  to  discharge  this 
duty  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  government  and  to  your  own  credit,  giving  every 
facility  to  the  astronomer  to  fix  these  points  upon  the  ground  in  accordance  with 
treaty  stipulations.  The  astronomer  will  therefore  be  ordered  to  report  to  you 
whenever  you  signify  your  readiness  to  execute  the  above  bounden  duty. 

The  Department  of  the  Interior,  reposing  great  confidence  in  your  integrity 
and  long  field  experience  as  surveyors,  have  thought  it  conducive  to  the  public 
interests  to  appoint  you  to  perform  this  work,  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will 
be  executed  without  delay,  consistent  with  the  faithful  performance  of  your 
duties. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  DENVER,  Ckmmisnaner. 

Messrs.  A.  H.  Jones  and  H.  M.  C.  Browne. 
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necessary  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  this  agreement.  Said  astronomer  shall 
therefore  be  allow'ed  ample  time  and  facilities  for  fixing  said  astronomical  points, 
viz.,  the  100th  and  98th  meridians,  to  his  entire  satisfaction,  provided  that  not 
more  than  six  months  be  exceeded  ;  and  said  astronomer  shall  further  be  con- 
sidered, and  is  hereby  authorized,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  act  as  ex- 
aminer and  inspector  of  all  surveys  while  in  progress  in  the  field,  or  after  com- 
pletion thereof;  for  which  service  the  said  astronomer  shall  be  paid  an  additional 
compensation  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  by  said  Charles  E.  Mix,  in  his 
capacity  aforesaid,  out  of  moneys  of  the  United  States  appropriated  for  the 
boundaries  above  mentioned ;  and  that  no  payment  shall  be  made  for  any  sur- 
veys not  examined  and  inspected  and  reported  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  to  be  correctly  run  and  marked,  according  to  this  agreement  and  said 
special  instructions,  hereto  annexed,  as  part  of  this  agreement,  as  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  understood  and  agreed  by  the  parties  to  this  agreement  that 
the  said  Jones  &  Browne  shall  be  held  responsible  to  said  Charles  E.  Mix,  in  his 
capacity  aforesaid,  for  such  instruments  as  shall  be  furnished  said  Jones  &  Browne 
by  the  said  Charles  E.  Mix,  the  said  instruments  to  be  returned  to  the  office  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  on  completion  of  said  surveys,  in  as  good 
condition  (wear  and  use  excepted)  as  when  received. 

In  testimony  wliercof,  the  parties  to  these  articles  of  agreement  have  hereunto 
set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

The  words  "  in  the  field"  interlined  before  signing. 

CHARLES  E.  MIX, 
Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

ALFRED  H.  JONES. 
HENRY  M   C.  BROWNE. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  acknowledged  before  us — 
E.  B.  Grayson. 
George  H.  Holtzman. 

We,  Alfred  H.  Jones  and  Henry  M.  C.  Browne,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we 
will  faithfully  and  impartially  execute  the  surveys  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
contract  to  the  best  of  our  skill  and  ability. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, this  13th  day  of  October,  1857. 

JOHN  S.  HOLLINGSHEAD, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

February  11,  1860. 

Sir  :  I  have  carefully  considered- the  written  arguments  submitted  by  you  on 
the  11th  November  last  and  20th  ultimo,  in  behalf  of  the  claim  of  Messrs.  Jones 
&  Browne,  surveyors,  &c.,  to  be  paid  the  sum  of  $3,145  83,  being  the  difference 
between  the  amount  paid  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  Mr.  Major, 
the  astronomer,  and  the  amount  for  which  they  (Messrs.  J.  &.  B.)  consider  them- 
selves liable  under  their  contract  of  the  3d  October,  1857. 

In  the  argument  filed  November  1 1  yon  state  the  point  at  issue  as  follows : 
"  This  claim  depends  upon  the  question  whether  the  salary  of  D.  G.  Major,  as 
astronomer,  at  the  rate  of  $2,500  per  annum,  is  to  be  charged  to  Messrs.  Jones 
&  Browne  for  more  than  six  months.    Mr.  Major's  salary,  at  the  rate  of  $2,500 
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per  annum,  is  proposed  to  be  charged  to  Messrs.  Jones  &  Browne  for  twe^y-one 
months  and  three  days.  If  not  more  than  six  months  ought  to  be  charged,  then 
the  proposed  charge  would  be  an  excess  of  fifteen  months  and  three  days,  which, 
at  the  rate  of  $2,500  per  annum,  makes  an  error  of  $3,145  83  ;"  and  you  pro- 
ceed to  argue,  with  great  ingenuity,  that  the  contract  itself  expressly  provides 
that  Messrs.  Jones  &  Browne  should  not  be  required  to  pay  Mr.  Major's  salary, 
as  astronomer,  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months.  In  this,  I  think,  you  are 
clearly  mistaken ;  but,  before  considering  the  positions  assumed  in  that  argu- 
ment, it  is  proper  to  say  a  word  in  reference  to  the  points  raised  in  your  argu- 
ment of  the  20th  ultimo. 

These  may  be  reduced  to  two :  First,  the  contract  itself  is  the  proper 
evidence  of  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  it,  and  of  the  obligations  they  re- 
spectively assumed,  and  parol  evidence  is  not  admissible  to  vary  or  modify 
those  obligations ;  and,  second,  Mr.  Major  was  delayed  in  the  field  longer  than 
was  contemplated,  by  reason  of  the  laches  of  the  United  States  in  failing  to 
give  military  protection  to  the  surveying  party,  and  therefore  the  United  States 
are  equitably  oound  to  pay  his  salary  while  so  delayed. 

To  the  first  of  these  propositions  I  readily  assent,  and  shall  not  look  beyond 
the  contract  itself  in  considertng  the  obligation  of  Messrs.  Jones  6c  Browne  to 
pay  Mr.  Major's  salary  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months.  To  the  second,  I 
must  demur,  for  two  reasons :  First,  it  is  not  stipulated  in  the  contract  that 
militaiT  protection  should  be  furnished  by  the  United  States;  and,  second, 
even  if  it  were  shown  (which  I  do  not  admit)  that,  but  for  the  failure  of  the 
United  States  to  afford  military  protection,  Mr.  Major  would  have  completed  his 
work  and  returned  home.  I  deny  the  liability  of  the  United  States  on  general 
principles.  The  government  of  the  United  States  is  not  the  insurer  of  its  citi- 
zens, and  when  they,  in  pursuance  of  a  private  enterprise,  find  it  necessary  to 
enter  the  Indian  country,  they  do  so  at  their  own  risk.  If  in  the  pursuit  of 
lawful  enterprise  in  the  Indian  country  they  are  damnified  in  person  or  property ; 
the  law  furnishes  a  remedy,  and  they  have  no  other.  I  would  so  fer  recognize 
the  plea  as  to  abstain  from  enforcing  a  forfeiture  of  their  bond  on  the  ground  of 
non-compliance  with  the  terms  of  their  contract,  but  it  is  the  utmost  limit  to 
which  I  can  go.  The  contract  excepts  the  **  acts  of  God,"  but  it  does  not  ex- 
cept the  "  acts  of  the  public  enemy."  The  contractors  took  that  risk  them- 
selves, and  they  must  meet  it  themselves. 

Having  premised  this,  I  come  now  to  consider  the  contract  itself.  In  your 
argument  of  the  11th  November  you  analyze  the  several  clauses  of  the  contract 
separately ;  and  in  summing  up  your  views  as  to  the  first  clause,  you  use  the 
following  language  :  "  On  the  face  of  this  clause  of  the  contract,  it  appears  that 
near  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  boundary  line  were  to  be  run  and  marked 
by  Jones  &  Browne,  and  that  Jones  &  Browne  were  to  do  this  work  personally, 
and  they  were  required  to  take  an  oath  to  perform  it  faithfully  and  impartially  ; 
and  had,  moreover,  to  give  heavy  bonds  for  its  faithful  execution.  It  is  obvious 
the  work  required  skill,  experience,  science,  and  fidelity  for  its  execution,  and 
these  were  contracted  for  on  the  part  of  Jones  &  Browne.  And  they  were  to 
pay  the  expense  incurred  in  the  execution  of  the  work^ 

It  is  admitted  that  the  establishment,  astronomically,  of  the  98th  and  100th 
meridians  was  indispensable  "  in  the  execution  of  the  work."  The  expense  of 
establishing  them,  (including,  of  course,  the  pay  of  those  who  were  employed  to 
do  it,)  was,  therefore,  one  of  the  necessary  **  expenses  incurred  in  the  execution 
of  the  work."  These  Messrs.  Jones  &  Browne  were  to  pay.  It  is  clear,  there- 
fore, that  if  nothing  further  had  been  said,  there  could  have  been  no  dispute  as 
to  the  liability  of  Messrj.  Jones  &  Browne. 

But  the  next  clause  of  the  contract  provides  specifically  how,  and  by  whom, 
the  meridians  were  to  be  established,  and  how  the  service  was  to  be  paid.  What 
is  the  true  interpretation  of  the  clause  ?     First,  as  the  estabhshment  of  the  me- 
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ridians  requires  astronomicai  knowledge,  the  Indian  office  is  unwilling  to  intrust 
the  duty  to  Jones  &  Browne,  but  stipulates  that  it  shall  be  performed  by  an 
astronomer.  Second,  to  make  sure  that  a  competent  astronomer  shall  be  employed, 
the  Indian  office  will  select  one  itself.  Third,  the  astronomer  shall  be  paid  at  the 
rate  of  62,500  per  annum,  by  Jones  &  Browne ;  but  to  relieve  his  (the  astronomer's) 
mind  from  any  uneasiness  about  the  payment  of  his  salary,  the  Indian  office 
guarantees  it,  and  will  retain  it  for  him  out  of  moneys  due  Jones  &  Browne 
upon  their  contract.  Fourth,  the  astronomer's  expenses  are  to  be  paid  by  Jones 
&  Browne,  but  the  Indian  office  does  not  guarantee  these  for  them ;  he  must  rely 
on  the  good  faith  of  Jones  &  Browne.  Fifth,  Jones  &  Browne  are  relieved  from 
all  responsibility  for  the  correctness  of  the  astronomical  portion  of  the  work ; 
therefore,  they  must  not  hurry  the  astronomer,  but  must  allow  him  ample  time 
to  establish  the  meridians  to  his  own  satisfaction ;  but  the  astronomer,  being  thus 
made  independent  of  Jones  &  Browne,  may  consume  too  much  time  and  unneces- 
sarily delay  the  work  in  the  field ;  therefore,  sixth,  he  shall  not  take  more  than 
six  months  to  establish  the  meridians.  Seventh,  the  United  States  will  allow 
the  astronomer  to  act  a*»  inspector  of  the  surveys,  and  will  contribute,  at  the  rate 
of  6500  per  annum,  to  pay  for  his  services  in  that  capacity.  Note  here  that 
surveys  executed  for  the  United  States  are  never  paid  for  until  they  have  been 
inspected  and  certified,  and  the  expense  of  inch  inspection  is  always  borne  by  the 
surveyors  ;  and  it  has  been  usual  to  withhold  ten  per  cent,  of  the  amount  due  any 
surveyor,  or  upon  a  contract  to  survey,  for  this  very  purpose.  Suppose  the 
astronomer  had  not  been  allowed  to  act  aa  inspector,  what  would  have  been  the 
result  to  Messrs.  Jones  &  Browne  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view.  They  would 
have  been  compelled  to  pay  for  an  inspection  of  their  work,  and  this,  at  the  rate 
of  68  per  mile,  would  have  cost  them  in  round  numbers  about  63,600.  Viewed 
in  this  light,  it  is  clear  that  the  appointment  of  the  astronomer  as  inspector  was 
intended  to  relieve  Jones  &  Browne  from  this  expense,  not  only  by  allowing  the 
work  to  be  done  by  a  member  of  their  party,  but  even  by  contributing  a  por- 
tion of  his  salary. 

You  seem  to  have  been  misled  by  two  phrases  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
second  clause  of  the  contract,  and  when  you  consider  them  more  carefully  you 
will,  I  think,  agree  with  me  that  there  is  no  obscurity  in  the  clause.  The  ex- 
pression, "  upon  conditions  herein  expressed,"  does  not  refer  to  the  conditions 
of  payment,  but  to  the  fund  from  which  payment  is  to  be  made ;  it  does  not 
qu^ify  ''paidy'  but  "  due,^^  The  provision  is  not  that  the  salary,  &c.,  shall  be 
paid  "  upon  conditions  herein  expressed,"  but  that  it  shall  be  paid  **  out  of 
whatever  moneys  may  be  due  Jones  &  Browne."  How  due  them  ?  For  ser- 
vices rendered  "  upon  conditions  herein  expressed."  On  the  other  hand,  the 
word  "  but "  docs  refer  to  the  manner  of  payment,  and  not  to  the  fund  from 
which  payment  is  to  be  made.  The  salary  is  to  be  paid  •*  by  the  Commis- 
sioner," but  "the  expenses,  &c.,  are"  to  be  paid  by  the  said  Jones  &  Browne. 
In  both  cases,  however,  the  money  is  to  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  Jones  & 
Browne. 

On  the  whole,  then,  I  think  the  contract  itself  clearly  shows  that  it  was  con- 
templated that  the  astronomer  should  receive  a  salary  of  63,000  per  annum,  clear 
of  all  expenses,  and  that  he  should  continue  with  the  party  from  its  organization 
until  the  completion  of  the  work  in  the  field.  How  else  could  he  inspect  "  all 
the  surveys  while  in  progress  in  the  field  ?  "  and,  as  he  was  not  to  be  paid  by 
the  job,  or  by  days'  work,  but  aa  a  salaried  employe,  it  is  clear  his  salary  was 
due  and  payable  so  long  as  he  held  his  office,  whether  he  was  actually  at  work 
or  not.  Therefore,  he  received  his  salary  as  inspector  while  at  work  in  the  ob- 
servatory, and  when  he  could  not  possibly  have  been  "  examining  and  inspect- 
ing surveys,"  and  therefore  he  was  entitled  to  his  salary  as  astronomer,  although 
he  was  not  studying  the  stars.  Indeed,  any  other  construction  would  be  absurd. 
You  say,  **  it  is  obvious  that  the  work  (the  surveying)  required  skill,  experience. 
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per  annum,  is  proposed  to  be  charged  to  Messrs.  Jones  &  Browne  for  twentj-one 
months  and  three  days.  If  not  more  than  six  months  ought  to  be  chargea,  then 
the  proposed  charge  would  be  an  excess  of  fifteen  months  and  three  days,  which, 
at  the  rate  of  $2,500  per  annum,  makes  an  error  of  $3,145  83  ;*'  and  jou  pro- 
ceed to  argue,  with  great  ingenuity,  that  the  contract  itself  expressly  provides 
that  Messrs.  Jones  &  Browne  should  not  be  required  to  pay  Mr.  Major's  salary, 
as  astronomer,  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months.  In  this,  I  think,  you  are 
clearly  mistaken ;  but,  before  considering  the  positions  assumed  in  that  argu- 
ment, it  is  proper  to  say  a  word  in  reference  to  the  points  raised  in  your  argu- 
ment of  the  20th  ultimo. 

These  may  be  reduced  to  two :  First,  the  contract  itself  is  the  proper 
evidence  of  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  it,  and  of  the  obligations  they  re- 
spectively assumed,  and  parol  evidence  is  not  admissible  to  vary  or  modify 
those  obligations ;  and,  second,  Mr.  Major  was  delayed  in  the  field  longer  thaa 
was  contemplated,  by  reason  of  the  laches  of  the  United  States  in  failing  to 
give  military  protection  to  the  surveying  party,  and  therefore  the  United  States 
are  equitably  oound  to  pay  his  salary  while  so  delayed. 

To  the  first  of  these  propositions  I  readily  assent,  and  shall  not  look  beyond 
the  contract  itself  in  considertng  the  obligation  of  Messrs.  Jones  &  Browne  to 
pay  Mr.  Major's  salary  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months.  To  the  second,  I 
must  demur,  for  two  reasons :  First,  it  is  not  stipulated  in  the  contract  that 
military  protection  should  be  furnished  by  the  United  States;  and,  second, 
even  if  it  were  shown  (which  I  do  not  admit)  that,  but  for  the  failure  of  the 
United  States  to  afford  military  protection,  Mr.  Major  would  have  completed  his 
work  and  returned  home.  I  deny  the  liability  of  the  United  States  on  general 
principles.  The  government  of  the  United  States  is  not  the  insurer  of  its  citi- 
zens, and  when  they,  in  pursuance  of  a  private  enterprise,  find  it  necessary  to 
enter  the  Indian  country,  they  do  so  at  their  own  risk.  If  in  the  pursuit  of 
lawful  enterprise  in  the  Indian  country  they  are  damnified  in  person  or  property ; 
the  law  furnishes  a  remedy,  and  they  have  no  other.  I  would  so  far  recognize 
the  plea  as  to  abstain  from  enforcing  a  forfeiture  of  their  bond  on  the  ground  of 
non-compliance  with  the  terms  of  their  contract,  but  it  is  the  utmost  limit  to 
which  I  can  go.  The  contract  excepts  the  "  acts  of  God,"  but  it  does  not  ex- 
cept the  "  acts  of  the  public  enemy."  The  contractors  took  that  risk  them- 
selves, and  they  must  meet  it  themselves. 

Having  premised  this,  I  come  now  to  consider  the  contract  itself.  In  your 
argument  of  the  11th  November  you  analyze  the  several  clauses  of  the  contract 
separately ;  and  in  summing  up  your  views  as  to  the  first  clause,  you  use  the 
following  language  :  "  On  the  face  of  this  clause  of  the  contract,  it  appears  that 
near  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  boundary  line  were  to  be  run  and  marked 
by  Jones  &  Browne,  and  that  Jones  &  Browne  were  to  do  this  work  personally, 
and  they  were  required  to  take  an  oath  to  perform  it  faithfully  and  impartially ; 
and  had,  moreover,  to  give  heavy  bonds  for  its  faithful  execution.  It  is  obvious 
the  work  required  skill,  experience,  science,  and  fidelity  for  its  execution,  and 
these  were  contracted  for  on  the  part  of  Jones  &  Browne.  And  they  were  to 
pay  the  expense  incurred  in  the  execution  of  the  work.** 

It  is  admitted  that  the  establishment,  astronomically,  of  the  98th  and  100th 
meridians  was  indispensable  "  in  the  execution  of  the  work."  The  expense  of 
establishing  them,  (including,  of  course,  the  pay  of  those  who  were  employed  to 
do  it,)  was,  therefore,  one  of  the  necessary  **  expenses  incurred  in  the  execution 
of  the  work."  These  Messrs.  Jones  &  Browne  were  to  pay.  It  is  clear,  there- 
fore, that  if  nothing  further  had  been  said,  there  could  have  been  no  dispute  as 
to  the  liability  of  Messro.  Jones  &  Browne. 

But  the  next  clause  of  the  contract  provides  specifically  how,  and  by  whom, 
the  meridians  were  to  be  established,  and  how  the  service  was  to  be  paid.  What 
is  the  true  interpretation  of  the  clause  ?     First,  as  the  establishment  of  the  me- 
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requires  at  their  hands.  Suppose  the  astronomer  had  made  the  proper  observa- 
tion in  six  days — which  might  have  been  quite  practicable — is  there  anything 
in  the  contract  which  will  require  Jones  &  Browne  to  pay  him  after  that  time 
for  any  service]  I  think  not;  and  that  the  contract  ought  to  have  been  con- 
strued to  be  an  agreement  on  the  part  of  Jones  &  Brown  to  do  the  work  at  the 
stipulated  price ;  to  pay  out  of  the  contract  price  to  be  paid  them  the  salary  of 
the  astronomer,  at  the  rate  of  $2,500  per  annum,  for  a  period  not  ^exceeding  six 
months,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  incidental  to  the  performance  of  his  duties 
while  he  was  in  tne  field,  and  that  subject  to  the  deduction  for  six  months'  salary 
of  the  astromomer,  at  $2,500  per  annum,  the  account  should  have  been  settlea. 
The  decision  of  my  predecessor  upon  this  question  is  not  conclusive  upon  the 
rights  of  the  claimants.  It  has  been  frequently  held  by  this  department,  in 
accordance  with  the  opinions  of  several  Attorneys  General,  that  an  erroneous 
decision  of  the  head  of  one  of  the  executive  departments  rejecting  a  claim  may 
be  reviewed  and  reversed. 

If  there  is  not  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  appropriation  made  by  Congress 
for  this  work,  as  expended,  to  meet  the  balance  due  to  the  claimants,  their  only 
remedy  will  be  an  application  to  Congress. 

Very  respectfully,  yom*  obedient  servant, 

CALEB  B.  SMITH, 

Secretary, 

The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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